A lot to celebrate from the 54th Sons of The American Legion National Convention this past
weekend in Louisville, Kentucky!

The Second District & Indiana was well represented, and I’m proud to share several
highlights from an outstanding weekend.

f o 3 South Haven Squadron 502, Valparaiso received the 2026 National Children &
Youth Best Regional Report Award for the Central Region. Congratulations to Robert Paul
Strange Squadron 502 for the work they continue to do supporting Children & Youth
programs.

F am 8 Port City Squadron 260, Portage earned 1st Place nationally in Snapshots of
Service in the Children & Youth category for the 2nd year in a row! This recognition reflects

the tremendous amount of work our members put into supporting the children and families
in our community throughout the year.

And yes, before anyone points it out, | know the plaque says Warsaw, Indiana instead of
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Portage. I’m blaming Noble Pulsipher for that one. The important partis they got

the 260 and 1st Place right!

One of the best parts of the weekend was watching Noah Edwards-Milde participate in the
National Children & Youth Academy for the second year in a row. Noah had a fantastic time,
made some new young friends from around the country, and spent part of his convention
handing out his handmade thank-you cards to veterans throughout the convention center.

On Sunday morning, Noah and the other Academy graduates were brought onto the
National Convention stage, recognized before the delegates, and made Distinguished
Guests of the 54th National Convention by National Commander Bill Clancy. That was an
incredibly special moment and a great reminder that while we spend a lot of time talking
about the future of our organization, sometimes the future is already standing right in front
of us.



| also want to congratulate Clifton Morlan of University Veterans Squadron 360 in
Indianapolis, District 11, on being named the National Squadron Commander of the Year!
An outstanding accomplishment and another reason for Indiana to be proud.

Between national awards, recognition for our programs, and seeing the next generation
actively involved, there was a lot for the Detachment of Indiana to be proud of in Louisville.

Congratulations to everyone who represented Indiana and helped make the 54th National

Convention one to remember!

Jimmy Edwards



