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On Friday, August 20, 2021, the last batch of Indi-
vidual Recruitment Awards were processed and 
mailed.  This brings the total of IRAs in the Central 
Region to 44, which for the second year in a row, 
leads the nation.  Congratulations to all our IRA 
winners!  Your hard work is to be commended, and 
I hope you will wear your pin proudly. 
 
The following members earned the 2021 Individual 
Recruitment Award from the Central Region: 
 

Rodney H. Bennett 

Dennis Bjorklund 

Stephen Blanchard 

Gary B. Blust 

Charleton Brown 

Danny C. Brown 

Rex M. Buchs 

Rob Bunton 

Don Burroughs 

Robert W. Cadreau 

Ronald Collins 

Ken Craft 

Chester B. Crooks 

John Crossno 

Mark Davis 

George Ditchcreek 

Richard Ferguson 

Daniel Fitzpatrick 

Alberto D. Gray 

Xamuel G. Gray 

Joseph L. Heflin 

Mike Jochumsen 

Steve Johnson 

Ernest L. Jones, Jr. 

Glenn F. Kraemer 

Michael Krumsee 

Casey Lenort 

Christopher Longenbaugh 

Curtis Longenbaugh 

David Lytle 

Tristan Mort 

Marvin L. Ostrum 

Alan E.  Schenck 

David Schmitz 

Tom Seick 

William Shaw, III 

Tony C. Smith 

William Twohey 

Ron Vilag 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

Michael Walsh 

Jeffrey M. Wiese 

Bud Zilko 
 
I also want to apologize for the delay in getting 
these awards out this year.  As everyone knows, the 
change in the national membership database 
caused multiple issues, and the IRA process was 
one of them.  I anticipate a more efficient process 
for the 2022 membership year, and hope each of 
you will continue to work toward earning an IRA 
pin. 
 
Next week’s edition is planned, but I cannot con-
firm when it will be sent out.  If possible, it will go 
out on Sunday morning, but will more than likely 
come out later in the week.  Distribution will de-
pend on schedules during the National Convention 
in Phoenix. 
 
Whether Round-Up comes out on Sunday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday, we will have our next edi-
tion, then will get back on our weekly Sunday 
schedule. 
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Please continue to send me information that you 
would like to have included in our newsletter, so we 
can spread the word about the hard work we are 
doing in the Central Region.  Who’s next? 
 
The past two years have been challenging to say the 
least.  Each of you have done what you needed to do 
to support Sons of The American Legion, our mem-
bership program, our fundraising, and everything 
related to our service to our veterans, the children 
and youth of our great nation, and to the American 
Legion Family. 
 
I cannot thank you enough for what you have done 
to help National Vice-Commander Doc Pfeiffer and 
I to have a successful two years.  We could not have 
done anything without you.  Please know that each 
of you are valuable to us, to the organization, and to 
the entire American Legion Family. 
 
Keep “Serving those who served…full steam 
ahead.” 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 
#SALSTRONG 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Central Region Chairman 

Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 

 
Serving Those Who Served… 

Full Steam Ahead 

 

JOIN DONATE 

 

 
 

 

Gentlemen, 
As we enter the final week before 
National Convention, I would like 
to thank you again for all of your 
hard work these last two years.  
Your dedication and commitment 
to our organization is second to 
none. 
 
It has been an honor to serve as 

your National Vice-Commander.  You made my job 
a lot easier, and I appreciate your help in achieving 
everything we did; second place in membership, 
first place in renewals, first place in Individual Re-
cruitment Awards, and highest total Child Welfare 
Foundation donation in the nation. 
 
We need to rally behind Jeff as he enters his term 
as National Vice Commander and work hard to en-
sure that his year is also successful. 
 
Hope to see all of you in Phoenix.  Safe travels and 
stay healthy! 
 
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer, 
National Vice-Commander Central 
 

Serving Those Who Served... 
Full Steam Ahead 

 

 
 

2022 
National Target Date 

September 9, 2021 

10% 

 

Central Region 
Conference Call 

Third Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (774) 220-4000 
Access Code 04423 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
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2021 Membership Report 
 

08/19/21

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Southern 42,775       41,477         1,298           96.97% 5                      

2 Central 132,706     122,442       10,264         92.27% 43                    

3 Midwest 30,377       27,836         2,541           91.64% (9)                     

4 Eastern 146,287     133,008       13,279         90.92% 138                  

5 Western 26,405       23,869         2,536           90.40% 24                    

TOTALS 378,550    348,632      29,918        92.10% 201                 

N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Iowa * ^ ~ ? ! # % $ Q 4,376         4,449           (73)               101.67% 5                      

2 Wisconsin * ^ ~ ? ! # % $ Q 3,745         3,803           (58)               101.55% -                   

3 Ohio ~ ? ! # % 31,134       29,215         1,919           93.84% 11                    

4 Illinois * ^ ~ ? ! 14,547       13,407         1,140           92.16% -                   

5 Minnesota  ^ ~ ? ! 11,749       10,820         929               92.09% 3                      

6 Michigan 24,084       21,989         2,095           91.30% 6                      

7 Indiana * ^ ~ ? 39,365       35,618         3,747           90.48% 7                      

8 Missouri 3,706         3,141            565               84.75% 11                    

TOTALS 132,706    122,442      10,264        92.27% 38                   

Q = Quota

* Met 09/10/20 goal of 10% # Met 02/10/21 goal of 75%

^ Met10/15/20  goal of 25% % Met 03/10/21 goal of 80%

~ Met 11/12/20 goal of 35% $ Met 05/12/21 goal of 90%

? Met 12/09/20 goal of 45% Q  Met 06/09/21 goal of 100%

! Met 01/21/21 goal of 60% ) Met 07/28/21 goal of 105%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Iowa 4,376         4,449            (73)               101.67% 3.63%

Wisconsin 3,745         3,803            (58)               101.55% 3.11%

Missouri 3,706         3,141            565               84.75% 2.57%

TOTALS 11,827      11,393        434              9.30%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Illinois 14,547       13,407         1,140           92.16% 10.95%

Minnesota 11,749       10,820         929               92.09% 8.84%

TOTALS 26,296      24,227        2,069          19.79%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Ohio 31,134       29,215         1,919           93.84% 23.86%

Michigan 24,084       21,989         2,095           91.30% 17.96%

Indiana 39,365       35,618         3,747           90.48% 29.09%

TOTALS 94,583      86,822        7,761          70.91%

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

Membership ahead/behind prior year date

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

 
 

SAL membership reports are available here 
 

2021 – 2022 Central Region  
Membership Challenge 

• All Squadrons to be at least 20% of quota by August 
29 for the 2022 membership year 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Dear American Legion Family Members 

and Friends, 
 
The Taliban are retaking control of Afghanistan at 
an alarming rate.  It’s something generations of 
veterans have seen.  A similar takeover occurred in 
Iraq.  And we all know what happened in Vietnam.  
As a Vietnam veteran, I deeply empathize with to-
day’s veterans who are witnessing this tragic turn of 
events. 
 
But let me be 100 percent clear — the sacrifice, 
commitment, and work by all of our men and wom-
en in uniform these past 20 years was worth it. 
 
They kept our nation safe when many feared anoth-
er attack. 
 
They brought evil-doers to justice. 
 
They delivered hope to war-torn nations. 
 
Their courage, victories and selfless acts of service 
will not be washed away by history.  
 
To all the men and women who served and made 
the world a better, safer, and brighter place since 
the dark day of 9/11, I salute you. 
 
As veterans, we have a unique perspective on what 
all of this means.  The action we are seeing today is 
troubling on an international scale.  But also trou-
bling to veterans, especially those who served with 
honor since 9/11.  They may be left questioning 
what all of this means.  They may have trouble pro-
cessing this turn of events as related to their ser-
vice.  They may experience feelings of depression.  
 
But we need to let them know that their service 
matters today, and it will matter tomorrow. 
 

https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking


4 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up 

I strongly encourage American Legion Family 
members to take this time to perform Buddy 
Checks on Afghanistan, Iraq, and other veterans 
during this time.  Reach out to your brothers and 
sisters in arms, and make sure they are doing OK 
and ask what they need. 
 
As a refresher, Buddy Checks are wellness check-
ins with veterans who may not seek the help they 
need on their own.  To get started on a Buddy 
Check, please vis-
it, https://www.legion.org/buddycheck. 
 
Additionally, you can also recommend that veterans 
seeking assistance could tap into VA's Vet Centers.  
Those are counseling centers that provide combat 
veteran to combat veteran counseling.  To learn 
more visit, vetcenter.va.gov. 
 
Whether you are a Vietnam veteran, or one from 
the war on terror or another era, I thank you for 
your service.  No matter when you served, your ser-
vice mattered.  And it’s what will allow freedom and 
democracy to continue. 
 
Veterans Strengthening America. 

 
Bill Oxford, National Commander 
The American Legion 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Americanism Commission 

First Thursday bi-monthly 
January, March, May, July 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (515) 606-5134 

Access Code: 451074 

 

Child Welfare Foundation 
Committee 

Third Wednesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808417 

 

Children & Youth Committee 
Third Wednesday of each month 

8:00 p.m. 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808417 

 

Legislative Commission 
First Thursday bi-monthly 

February, April, June, 7 August 
7:00 p.m. 

Call in # (712) 775-7031 
Access Code: 988284103 

 

Membership Committee 
Third Tuesday of each month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain time 
Call in # (515) 604-9644 

Access Code: 889133 
http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
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Public and Media 
Communications Commission 

 

Veterans Affairs  
& Rehabilitation Commission 

Fourth Monday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Central Time 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd=ST
BkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09 

Meeting ID: 635 456 5336 
Passcode: 405160 

Call In # (646) 876-9923 

 

Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Third Wednesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern time 
Call In # (605) 313-4111 

Access Code: 893821 
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National Commander Clint Bolt’s 
2020 – 2021 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

• RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE to reach 
400,000 members 

• Renewal rate above 95% 

• Obtain 105% in membership by 
National Convention in Phoenix, AZ 

• Recognize our achievements 

• Child Welfare Foundation  $500,000 

• National Emergency Fund  $100,000 

• Soldiers Wish   $100,000 

• Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 

• Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 

• Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 


