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 Round-Up 
The Newsletter of Sons of The American Legion Central Region 

 

 

Volume 2 – Issue 92 – August 1, 2021 
The 105% National Target Date has come and gone, 
and despite everything going on in the world today, 
we did ok.  Our numbers weren’t as high as we had 
liked, but each of you worked to help with our 
membership program.  Thanks for that help. 
 
Although July 28 is now behind us, that doesn’t 
mean we stop working on our 2021 membership 
program.  There are still members out there who 
have not paid yet.  Call and ask why, and if there is 
anything you can do to help.  It may be a hardship, 
an oversight, or simply forgetfulness.  In many cas-
es, just asking is all it takes.  While you’re at it, col-
lect his 2022 dues as well, and remind him that we 
are attempting to change our membership culture 
and the mentality about when we pay our dues.  Let 
him know about the Central Region Membership 
Challenge, and don’t forget about telling him how 
important he is as a member of your Squadron and 
Detachment.  Complete your Buddy Checks on 
these members, and I think you will get positive 
results. 
 
National Convention.  I hope everyone is getting 
excited about heading to Phoenix, AZ for the 49th 
Annual Sons of The American National Convention.  
I am looking forward to being with old friends, 
making new ones, and getting back to “normal.” 
 
This will be a great time to talk with members from 
other Detachments to see how their programs are 
working, exchange ideas, and see if anything will 
work for you.  There are so many great opportuni-
ties out there, and many are willing to share their 
successes.  Please listen and see what will work for 
you and do what you can do to help others.  We are 
ONE organization and ONE family.  Let’s work 
hard to make it better for everyone.  Communicate, 
absorb, share.  Who’s next? 
 
Newsletter.  People have asked my why there is so 
much information from Ohio in Round-Up.  That 
answer is simple, Ohio submits information.  I want 

this to be our REGIONAL newsletter.  Please let me 
know when something is going on so I can include 
it in our weekly publication.  Who’s next? 
 
Over the next two weeks, I will be an umpire at two 
big baseball tournaments.  Depending on my as-
signments, there may be changes as to when 
Round-Up is sent out.  I will get it done and sent 
out, just not sure when.  My plan is to stick to our 
usual Sunday distribution, but we will see how that 
goes.  Thanks in advance for your patience. 
 
Say what?  The following was published in both 
Round-Up and The Ohio SALute in the past, but 
with a new administrative year on the horizon, I 
thought it would be good to run it again.  Please en-
joy. 
 
Over the years, I have heard people say, or have 
read things that were written that made me wonder 
where it came from.  I’m sure that some of you have 
had the same questions pop-up in your head, but 
never got the answer.  Maybe someone can help an-
swer these questions? 
 
What is this “ladies” or “women’s” auxilia-
ry everyone keeps talking about?  The Amer-
ican Legion Family has no such affiliate to my 
knowledge.  We need to call the organization by its 
proper name, The American Legion Auxiliary.  It is 
now even more important since ALA’s membership 
is now open to females and males. 
 
What’s a “sal?”  I thought we were Sons.  I think 
Sal could be short for Salvatore.  Is he a member? 
 
Why do Squadrons hold cards?  I was trained 
many years ago that when a member pays his dues, 
you send them to Detachment headquarters.  Hold-
ing cards could cost Squadrons and Districts in re-
ceiving monetary awards, Detachments missing 
target dates, and a host of other things.  Get them 
sent in when you receive them, or at least weekly! 
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What are “table officers?”  In other organiza-
tions, our elected officials are simply referred to as 
Officers.  Hmmm. 
 
What’s with the rhythmic clapping during 
meetings?  As a sports official at many levels, I am 
around many crowds.  I have spoken at many 
events in front of large audiences.  I have not heard 
this anywhere else.  Does anyone know the origins 
of this ovation? 
 
Where’s all the kids?  Every Squadron has 
members who are under the age of 18.  Why don’t 
we see more of them at the Mid-Winter Conference 
or Detachment and National Conventions?  I know 
that meetings can be boring for younger people, but 
how else will they learn about our amazing organi-
zation? 
 
Where’s the event?  Too often I see flyers, email 
announcements, social media announcements ask-
ing folks to attend their functions.  Many do not list 
the address or the town.  They simply say some-
thing like, “Event at Squadron XX.”  For someone 
who may want to attend from out of town, how will 
they know where to go? 
 
I pay my dues in the spring.  Who came up 
with that?  It is unheard-of to wait so long.  In other 
organizations I am a member of, one in particular, 
we have a 30-day window to get our dues paid.  If 
we decide to pay after the 30-days, there is a hefty 
late fee.  What’s the deal? 
 
All in favor...  I have heard leaders of meetings 
say the following: “All in favor signify by saying aye, 
opposed same sign.”  Here’s the question, if voting 
AYE is in favor of a motion, and we say, “opposed 
same sign,” is everyone voting in favor of the ques-
tion?  I believe it’s the Ayes and Nos or the Yeas and 
Nays.  Just asking. 
 
Since I mentioned officiating earlier, let’s bring 
some of what I learned there into the Sons.  We are 
always told, “Speak the language so everyone un-
derstands each other.”  This is a vital part to the 
success of a sports official.  If players, coaches, and 
officials all use the same terminology to describe 
something, everyone ends up on the same page. 
 
When we work for The American Legion Family, we 
need to do the same.  Let’s make a concerted effort 
to say American Legion Auxiliary, Sons, and to use 
the words that are part of the organization.  If we 
do, there will be less of a communication break-
down, and more people will be on the same page. 

Thank you for your continued hard work for not 
only Sons of The American Legion, but for the en-
tire American Legion Family.  Keep “Serving 
those who served…full steam ahead.” 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 
#SALSTRONG 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Central Region Chairman 

Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 

 
Serving Those Who Served… 

Full Steam Ahead 

 

JOIN DONATE 

 

 
 
 

Gentlemen, 
 
Included is membership report for 
July 28.  Don’t stop renewing for 
2021, as we need to get as many 
members for the year as we can. 
 
Thanks for all of your hard work, 
and remember, EVERY CARD 
COUNTS! 

 
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer, 
National Vice-Commander Central 
 

Serving Those Who Served... 
Full Steam Ahead 

 

 

 

Central Region 
Conference Call 

Third Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (774) 220-4000 
Access Code 04423 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
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2021 Membership Report 
 

07/28/21

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Southern 42,775       41,352         1,423           96.67% 74                    

2 Central 132,706     121,337       11,369         91.43% 172                  

3 Midwest 30,377       27,676         2,701           91.11% 105                  

4 Eastern 146,287     132,265       14,022         90.41% 323                  

5 Western 26,405       23,704         2,701           89.77% 67                    

TOTALS 378,550    346,334      32,216        91.49% 741                 

N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Wisconsin * ^ ~ ? ! # % $ Q 3,745         3,800           (55)               101.47% 4                      

2 Iowa * ^ ~ ? ! # % $ Q 4,376         4,438           (62)               101.42% -                   

3 Ohio ~ ? ! # % 31,134       29,074         2,060           93.38% 44                    

4 Minnesota  ^ ~ ? ! 11,749       10,768         981               91.65% 5                      

5 Illinois * ^ ~ ? ! 14,547       13,206         1,341           90.78% -                   

6 Indiana * ^ ~ ? 39,365       35,589         3,776           90.41% 16                    

7 Michigan 24,084       21,345         2,739           88.63% 94                    

8 Missouri 3,706         3,117            589               84.11% 9                      

TOTALS 128,961    117,537      11,424        91.14% 168                 

Q = Quota

* Met 09/10/20 goal of 10% # Met 02/10/21 goal of 75%

^ Met10/15/20  goal of 25% % Met 03/10/21 goal of 80%

~ Met 11/12/20 goal of 35% $ Met 05/12/21 goal of 90%

? Met 12/09/20 goal of 45% Q  Met 06/09/21 goal of 100%

! Met 01/21/21 goal of 60% ) Met 07/28/21 goal of 105%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Wisconsin 3,745         3,800            (55)               101.47% 3.23%

Iowa 4,376         4,438            (62)               101.42% 3.78%

Missouri 3,706         3,117            589               84.11% 2.65%

TOTALS 3,706        3,117           589              2.65%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Minnesota 11,749       10,768         981               91.65% 9.16%

Illinois 14,547       13,206         1,341           90.78% 11.24%

TOTALS 26,296      23,974        2,322          20.40%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Ohio 31,134       29,074         2,060           93.38% 24.74%

Indiana 39,365       35,589         3,776           90.41% 30.28%

Michigan 24,084       21,345         2,739           88.63% 18.16%

TOTALS 24,084      21,345        2,739          18.16%

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

Membership ahead/behind prior year date

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

 
 

SAL membership reports are available here 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
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Americanism Commission 

First Thursday bi-monthly 
January, March, May, July 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (515) 606-5134 

Access Code: 451074 

 

Child Welfare Foundation 
Committee 

Third Wednesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808417 

 

Children & Youth Committee 
Third Wednesday of each month 

8:00 p.m. 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808417 

 

Legislative Commission 
First Thursday bi-monthly 

February, April, June, 7 August 
7:00 p.m. 

Call in # (712) 775-7031 
Access Code: 988284103 

 

Membership Committee 
Third Tuesday of each month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain time 
Call in # (515) 604-9644 

Access Code: 889133 
http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 

 
 
 
 

 

Public and Media 
Communications Commission 
 

In support of the Strategic 
Plan the Public and Media 
Communications Commis-
sion will be holding two 

virtual panels next week to solicit ideas from 
younger members on how to attract and engage 
younger members to the organization.  The panels 
will be separated into two groups, ages 12-15 years 
old and 16-20 years old.  Please ask your younger 
members to join so we can get feedback directly 
from them regarding what programs they like and 
what they are looking for in this organization. 
 
12-15 years old 
August 3, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. CST 
 
Toll Free at 877-853-5247 or 888-788-0099 
Meeting ID: 939 9192 9782 

Passcode: 817995 

  
16-20 years old  
August 5, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m. CST 
 
Toll Free at 877-853-5247 or 888-788-0099 
Meeting ID: 988 8827 5670 

Passcode: 786521 

  
Thanks, 
  
Seth Rippe, Chairman 
of Public & Media Communications 
Sons of The American Legion & 
Detachment of Nebraska Adjutant 
Home: 319.270.3772 
Cell: 319.899.1971 
s_rippe@hotmail.com 

 

Veterans Affairs  
& Rehabilitation Commission 

Fourth Monday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Central Time 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd=ST
BkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09 

Meeting ID: 635 456 5336 
Passcode: 405160 

Call In # (646) 876-9923 

 
 
 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
mailto:s_rippe@hotmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd=STBkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd=STBkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09
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Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Third Wednesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern time 
Call In # (605) 313-4111 

Access Code: 893821 

 
 

Sons member and 
American Legion Rider sets 

professional baseball 
umpiring record 

The American Legion 
JUL 28, 2021 

 
In January 2020, Greg Attaway was looking for-
ward to setting a baseball umpiring record once the 
summer season rolled around. 
 

A year later, Atta-
way – an American 
Legion Rider and 
20-plus-year mem-
ber of the Sons of 
The American Le-
gion – was still 
without the record.  
The coronavirus 
pandemic cancelled 
the 2020 Pecos 
League season and 
left Attaway short 

of his milestone. 
 
But that’s changed now.  At 69 years and six 
months, Attaway made baseball history on July 17.  
Lining up as the second base umpire for the Tucson 
Saguaros-Roswell Invaders game, Attaway became 
the oldest person to ever officiate a professional 
baseball game.  He broke the previous record set by 
Baseball Hall of Famer Hank O’Day, who umpired 
in 10 World Series before retiring at 68 years and 
two months. 
 
“We were geared up.  The 2020 schedule was al-
ready written,” said Attaway, a member of SAL 
Squadron 19 in Yuma and Arizona’s District 1 
American Legion Riders representative.  “The next 
thing I know, it’s all gone.  I was like ‘oh, man.’” 
But having to wait a year was worth it.  “I never set 
out (to break the record).  Somebody came and 
found me,” he said.  “But it’s pretty damn cool.  I’m 
going to be proud, regardless.  But I believe in the 
old adage ‘records are made to be broken.’ If some-

body wants to do it at age 69, then by God I hope 
they’re good at what they do.” 
 
Attaway began umpiring at age 9 in the National 
City (Calif.) Little League and made his way 
through the umpire ranks officiating at the high 
school level in California and Arizona, including a 
state championship game in California and several 
playoff games in Arizona.  He’s also stood behind 
the plate for summer college baseball games and 
believes he may have umpired some American Le-
gion Baseball games, though that was “a long time 
ago,” Attaway said. 
 
He began umpiring for the Pecos League – an inde-
pendent baseball league which operates in cities in 
desert mountain regions throughout California, 
New Mexico, Southern Arizona, Kansas, West Tex-
as, and Southern Colorado – on June 23, 2016.  He 
typically did 20 games a year before the pandemic 
hit.   
 
Now Attaway is seeing his workload winding down, 
something he accepts.  “I honestly know that I can 
continue to (umpire).  I know that for a fact,” he 
said.  “But at the same time, I know it’s time to go.  
I really didn’t stick around to break the record.  I 
had intended to do this entire season, but there was 
a change in assignments, and they went with a 
bunch of younger guys.  And that’s life, and I don’t 
have a problem with that.” 
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Gifts for Yanks 
 

Chillicothe VA Medical Center Voluntary Service 
would like to thank, Linda Lyon, American Legion 
Auxiliary a Department of Ohio Representa-
tive, and John Tepper American Legion a Depart-
ment of Ohio Representative dedicated VA Medical 
Center Volunteer spending their morning assisting 
VA staff in delivering Gift for Yank for a Christmas 
in July also they funded a special meal from Ele-
gant Eats.  The American Legion Gifts for Yank’s 
program provides Christmas gifts to all inpatient 
Veterans.  If you are interested in donating, please 
call 740-773-1141 extension 17420. 
 
 

        
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

Jamie Russell, 
Voluntary Service Specialist, 
VA Center for Development 
& Civic Engagement (CDCE) 
(formerly VA Voluntary Service) 
Building 9 room 216 
740-773-1141, ext. 17422 
17273 State route 104 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
www.chillicothe.va.gov/giving 

 

 
 

 

http://www.chillicothe.va.gov/giving
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National Commander Clint Bolt’s 
2020 – 2021 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

• RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE to reach 
400,000 members 

• Renewal rate above 95% 

• Obtain 105% in membership by 
National Convention in Phoenix, AZ 

• Recognize our achievements 

• Child Welfare Foundation  $500,000 

• National Emergency Fund  $100,000 

• Soldiers Wish   $100,000 

• Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 

• Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 

• Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 
 

 
 

 

 

2021 – 2022 Central Region  
Membership Challenge 

• All Squadrons 100% for the 2021 membership year 

• All Squadrons with 25 members or less to be quota 
by August 1 for the 2022 membership year 

• All Squadrons with 50 members or less to be quota 
by August 8 for the 2022 membership year 

• All Squadrons with 100 members or less to be quota 
by August 15 for the 2022 membership year 

• All Squadrons to be at least 20% of quota by August 
29 for the 2022 membership year 
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