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On Tuesday, July 13 an updated national membership report was provided to members. Although we
had hoped for weekly reports, we have a new one,
and we will use it as we move forward.
As you will see, we have two detachments, Iowa and
Wisconsin, that have made quota with 101.42% and
101.26% respectively, and are fighting for the coveted first place in the Central Region. Overall, the
Central Region remains in second place with
91.05%.
Please remember that our next National Target
Date is July 28, 2021, with a goal of 105%. For our
detachments that have not hit quota yet, it’s not too
late. Please make personal contact with any members who have not paid 2021 dues and see what you
can do to get them paid. It is important that we
continue to work on our 2021 membership program
as it will help us with 2022. You may even be able
to collect for both years at the same time.
Speaking of paying early, don’t forget about the
Central Region Membership Challenge. We all
need to change our thinking on when we pay our
dues. Our culture needs to change to encourage
members to pay in July and August. It is a different
way of doing business, but if we do not change how
we do things, we will continue to get the same results. Einstein called it “insanity.”

With the change in our
national membership
database, online renewals on the horizon,
and the beginning of a
new membership and
administrative
year,
now is the time to make
this happen. I know that detachments offer prizes
to Squadrons that reach quota, and there is other
recognition available. Please help me, help the National Membership Committee, and help the National Officers to shape the future. The first step is
getting our members to pay dues early. Will you
help? Who’s next?
Thank you for your continued hard work for not
only Sons of The American Legion, but for the entire American Legion Family. Keep “Serving
those who served…full steam ahead.”
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage,

Jeff Vrabel, Sr.
Central Region Chairman
Sons of The American Legion
National Membership Committee
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home

While we continue our work on 2021, I know that
we’ve already started renewing for the 2022 membership year. Some of our Squadrons will meet the
Central Region Membership Challenge and many
Detachments will hit our new membership targets.
Please don’t stop working on 2021. I know there
are members out there who want to remain members in good standing, but have simply missed their
annual payment. Please contact them today.
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Gentlemen,

2021 Membership Report
Included is Thursday’s membership report for your reading enjoyment.
Remember, the 105% target is July
28.

Region
1
2
3
4
5

Serving Those Who Served...
Full Steam Ahead

Southern
Central
Midwest
Eastern
Western
TOTALS

Goal
42,775
132,706
30,377
146,287
26,405
378,550

Actual
41,074
120,830
27,449
131,584
23,450
344,387

Membership ahead/behind prior year date

Thank you for all you do!
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer,
National Vice-Commander Central

07/13/21

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Detachment
Iowa * ^ ~ ? ! # % $ Q
Wisconsin * ^ ~ ? ! # % $ Q
Ohio ~ ? ! # %
Illinois * ^ ~ ? !
Minnesota ^ ~ ? !
Indiana * ^ ~ ?
Michigan
Missouri
TOTALS

Goal
4,376
3,745
31,134
14,547
11,749
39,365
24,084
3,706
132,706

Needed
for Quota
1,701
11,876
2,928
14,703
2,955
34,163

Percent
96.02%
91.05%
90.36%
89.95%
88.81%
90.98%

Increase
726
1,197
495
2,877
513
5,808

Percent
101.42%
101.26%
93.11%
90.78%
90.28%
90.17%
88.02%
83.76%
91.05%

Increase
16
42
263
100
106
347
103
220
1,197

Percent

Percent
of Region
3.67%

N/A

Actual
4,438
3,792
28,988
13,206
10,607
35,496
21,199
3,104
120,830

Needed
for Quota
(62)
(47)
2,146
1,341
1,142
3,869
2,885
602
11,876

Q = Quota

Central Region
Conference Call

* Met 09/10/20 goal of 10%

# Met 02/10/21 goal of 75%

^ Met10/15/20 goal of 25%

% Met 03/10/21 goal of 80%

~ Met 11/12/20 goal of 35%

$ Met 05/12/21 goal of 90%

? Met 12/09/20 goal of 45%

Q Met 06/09/21 goal of 100%

! Met 01/21/21 goal of 60%

) Met 07/28/21 goal of 105%

Red Division

Third Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (774) 220-4000
Access Code 04423

Detachment
Iowa
Wisconsin
Missouri
TOTALS

Actual
4,438
3,792
3,104
3,104

Needed
for Quota
(62)
(47)
602
602

101.42%
101.26%
83.76%

3.14%
2.57%
2.57%

White Division
Detachment
Illinois
Minnesota
TOTALS

2021
National Target Date

Goal
14,547
11,749
26,296

Actual
13,206
10,607
23,813

Needed
for Quota
1,341
1,142
2,483

Percent

Percent
of Region

90.78%
90.28%

10.93%
8.78%
19.71%

Blue Division
Detachment

July 28, 2021

Ohio
Indiana
Michigan
TOTALS

105%

Goal
31,134
39,365
24,084
24,084

Actual
28,988
35,496
21,199
21,199

Needed
for Quota
2,146
3,869
2,885
2,885

Percent

Percent
of Region

93.11%
90.17%
88.02%

23.99%
29.38%
17.54%
17.54%

SAL membership reports are available here

2021 – 2022 Central Region
Membership Challenge

Delegate Strength Target Date
•
•
•
•
•
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Goal
4,376
3,745
3,706
3,706

All Squadrons 100% for the 2021 membership year
All Squadrons with 25 members or less to be quota
by August 1 for the 2022 membership year
All Squadrons with 50 members or less to be quota
by August 8 for the 2022 membership year
All Squadrons with 100 members or less to be quota
by August 15 for the 2022 membership year
All Squadrons to be at least 20% of quota by August
29 for the 2022 membership year
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Grove City honors local soldier
On July 5, 2021, PFC Noah
Christian Porter, of the United States Army 75th Ranger
Regiment was killed in an
accident on his way back to
his base in Georgia. On Friday, PFC Porter returned to
Ohio, and was escorted from
Columbus John Glenn International
Airport
to
Schoedinger Funeral Home in Grove City, Ohio
where his funeral took place yesterday.
The media reported hundreds, but I believe it was
thousands of people lined Broadway to honor the
life of the Grove City resident as he made his last
return to the city where he grew up.
My wife Mary and I took our sons Kenneth and
Phillip to the funeral home, where we stood on the
sidewalk with many others waiting for PFC Porter
to arrive. It was a somber moment when the procession pulled up, and people were waving flags
that were passed out. Many were crying.
The Grove City Police Department provided the escort, and a large American flag hung over the street
from a Jackson Township Fire Department truck.
It was moving to see this procession. We saluted as
the hearse drove by, and again as PFC Porter’ flagdraped casket was unloaded and taken inside. My
son’s thanked the active-duty Army soldiers present, as they do any time they see someone in uniform.
It is unfortunate that people have to do things like
this, but it is truly American, patriotic, and shows
unity when our town can come together, no matter
our backgrounds, political affiliations, opinions, or
whatever else separates us, to honor this young soldier who died way too soon.
God Speed PFC Christian and thank you for your
service and sacrifice.
Please click HERE to view the news story by WSYX
6 Columbus.
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PFC Noah Christian Porter, 22
PFC Noah C. Porter, age
22, born in Jacksonville,
Fl raised in Grove City,
OH passed away on Monday July 5, 2021, as the
result of a MVA in Tennessee.

the gym.

Noah attended GCHS. He
enjoyed playing basketball
and football but, he loved
"getting his pumps in" at

Noah is a member of the 75th Ranger Regiment in
the US Army. This is where he found his true calling and purpose in life. He discovered he is a true
leader and enjoyed this role. Noah had several sayings but, he lived by "What the mind sees, the body
achieves!”
Noah is survived by his favorite grandmother Delores (D-Lo) Rumer; parents Alan Porter, Beth and
Patrick Martin; siblings Ryan (J.P.) Waldrop, Charlotte (David) Shelkey, Alanna (Sean) Purcell, and
Nathan Martin; nieces MaKenna and Brynn; nephews Bentley, Sawyer, Kai, Owen, and Emett; and his
companions Rosie and Mija.
Visitation will be held 5-8 PM Friday, July 16, 2021,
at SCHOEDINGER GROVE CITY, 3920 Broadway
where Noah's Funeral Service will be held 10:00
a.m. Saturday, July 17, 2021.
Interment with Full Military Honors will follow at
the Grove City West Cemetery.
Contributions may be made in PFC Noah C. Porter's memory to the Lead the Way Fund of the 75th
Ranger Regiment www.leadthewayfund.org.
Visit www.schoedinger.com to
memory of Noah.

share

a

favorite

To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of
PFC Noah Christian Porter 75th Ranger Regiment
please visit Schoedinger’s Sympathy Store.
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Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation Commission
Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 p.m. Central Time
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd=ST
BkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09
Meeting ID: 635 456 5336
Passcode: 405160
Call In # (646) 876-9923

Americanism Commission
First Thursday bi-monthly
January, March, May, July
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (515) 606-5134
Access Code: 451074

Child Welfare Foundation
Committee
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417

Children & Youth Committee
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m.
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417

Legislative Commission
First Thursday bi-monthly
February, April, June, 7 August
7:00 p.m.
Call in # (712) 775-7031
Access Code: 988284103

Membership Committee

If you previously submitted any phots for the Snapshots of Service, please resubmit them with the attached form titled “snapshot” to
salsnapshots@gmail.com. Entries must be received
by July 18th.
Snapshots of Service
• Photo contest to promote the programs of the
Sons
• Must represent one of the four pillars: Americanism, Children and Youth, National Security,
or Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
• Stipulations:
o Photo must be a jpg or tiff
o Members must be wearing SAL cap or
apparel
o Must fill out form
Thank you,
Seth Rippe, Chairman
Sons of The American Legion
Public & Media Communications
Home: 319.270.3772
Cell: 319.899.1971
Email: s_rippe@hotmail.com

Veterans Employment
& Education Commission
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern time
Call In # (605) 313-4111
Access Code: 893821

Third Tuesday of each month
6:00 p.m. Mountain time
Call in # (515) 604-9644
Access Code: 889133
http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
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coordinated Memorial Day parades at area cemeteries. He most recently was a member of Squirrel
Hill American Legion Post 577 in Pittsburgh.
Parham’s battalion hoisted large balloons to heights
of up to 2,000 feet over Omaha and Utah beaches
between D-Day and August 1944, carrying out the
mission during the night hours so the balloons
would not be spotted by German planes. The balloons were tethered to the ground by cables fitted
with small packets of explosive charges, entangling
German planes, and damaging or downing them.
His battalion reached Omaha Beach shortly after
the arrival of the first waves landed. When the balloonists arrived, they witnessed a scene of carnage.
“We landed in water up to our necks,” Parham had
said. “Once we got there, we were walking over
dead Germans and Americans on the beach. Bullets were falling all around us.”

Last Black D-Day
combat veteran
dies
The American Legion
JUL 12, 2021

Henry Parham, believed to be
the last surviving Black combat veteran of D-Day and a
longtime American Legion
member, died July 4 in Pittsburgh. He was 99.
Parham served as a private in the 320th Barrage
Balloon Battalion on D-Day. In 2013, he was featured in an “I Am The American Legion” article
in The American Legion Magazine that also included a video interview. In the video, Parham describes his service as an Army balloon crewman,
taking part in defense and surveillance work that
included the aftermath of the Normandy invasion,
mostly at night.
A 65-plus-year member of The American Legion,
Parham served as post commander and district
deputy. He also volunteered in VA hospitals and
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Court decides millions of veterans
are eligible for more
GI Bill benefits
By Nikki Wentling/Stars and Stripes
JUL 14, 2021

A new court decision, if it holds, would require the
Department of Veterans Affairs to provide billions
of dollars in education benefits to more than 1 million post-9/11 veterans.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
decided Thursday that veterans who qualify for
both the Montgomery GI Bill and the Post-9/11 GI
Bill for multiple periods of military service should
be allowed to draw benefits from each. Since the
newer Post-9/11 GI Bill became effective in 2009,
the VA has limited veterans to benefits from one
program, not both.
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Under the ruling, veterans who qualify for both
programs would be eligible to use one year of benefits from the Montgomery GI Bill program on top of
the three years of tuition and housing assistance
available through the Post 9/11 GI Bill.
“We are extremely pleased with the outcome of this
case and what it means for our country’s veterans,”
said Timothy L. McHugh, the attorney on the case.
“An estimated 1.7 million post-9/11 era veterans
could benefit from this ruling, so it is truly an impactful decision for those who have bravely
served.”
The court upheld the ruling from the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, which also ruled against
the VA’s interpretation of the law. The VA could
next try to take the case to the Supreme Court. It
was uncertain Monday whether the department
would continue to appeal.
If the VA doesn’t appeal, the new ruling could go
into effect in time for the fall semester.
The case, Rudisill v. McDonough, focused on Jim
Rudisill, an Army combat veteran. Rudisill served
in Iraq and Afghanistan and qualified for the Montgomery GI Bill and the newer Post-9/11 GI Bill.
Rudisill wanted to use his education benefits in
2015 to attend Yale Divinity School and become an
Army chaplain. The VA restricted Rudisill to three
years total of educational benefits, and he was not
permitted to use the extra year he could get from
using both GI Bill programs.
Rudisill was unable to attend divinity school and
has since aged out of the Army. He’s now a special
agent with the FBI.
Members of The American Legion can receive 50
percent discounts on annual subscriptions to the
Stars and Stripes digital platform of exclusive
military news, topics of interest to veterans, special features, photos, and other content, including
the daily e-newspaper, job listings and history.
American Legion members can subscribe for
$19.99
a
year
by
visiting legion.stripes.com and using the coupon
code LEGIONSTRONG when filling out the
online form.
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U.S. flag still waves from 1923
wood flagpole
The American Legion
JUL 14, 2021

Debby Hyson of
Essex,
Md.,
shared with The
American Legion
that in 1923 a
young
girl
named
Evelyn
Nadolny attended a two-room
schoolhouse in
town called Back
River School that
Legiontown photo provided by
did not have a
Debby Hyson.
flagpole.
One
morning Evelyn
held the American flag in her hands for an outdoor
event since there wasn’t a flagpole. Wondering why
the school didn’t have one, she told her father, Joe
Nadolny, that Back River School needed a flagpole.
The wooded property by the schoolhouse was
owned by Alex Brown Company and Joe asked for
and received permission to cut down a tree, have it
shaped into a flagpole, and installed in front of the
schoolhouse.
In 1943, a new elementary school was built a few
hundred feet from the Back River School. The flagpole was moved to the new school. “For many
years, the flag waved proudly, being raised and
lowered by the school custodian each day,” Hyson
wrote. Sadly, that school was eventually torn down
and the flagpole was abandoned. “No longer did
Old Glory wave proudly.
“But a thunderstorm and lightning strike caused a
nearby tree to crash into the pole and knock it
down,” Hyson added. “Did the neighborhood cut it
up for firewood? No! Little Evelyn's flagpole was
once again restored and rededicated to the YMCA
Head Start Center.”
Unfortunately, even in a new location, Old Glory
still didn’t wave from Evelyn’s flagpole.
“I passed by that flagpole every morning on my way
to work,” Hyson said. “It was so sad to see it without a flag, but extremely hard to recruit someone to
raise and lower it every day. What it needed was
lights that, according to protocol, could allow the
flag to fly continuously.”
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So, Hyson applied for a local Community Conservation grant and was awarded $10,000 to create a
brick garden surrounding the pole and install two
lights to illuminate the U.S. flag 24/7. “Every
spring the garden is planted with annual flowers
that bloom all summer long, always in colors of red,
white and blue to complement our flag,” Hyson
said. “One day when I thought I was alone, weeding the garden and listening to the snap of the flag
in the breeze, a voice made me turn to see a young
man just standing there smiling at me.”
Hyson said “Hi” and she said the young man replied, “I just came to thank you. I'm Evelyn Nadolny's grandson. She would have been so happy that
her flagpole has been so honored.” Hyson replied,
“It was the (American) flag that was honored,
thanks to Evelyn's gift to us.”
In 2023, the Essex will celebrate a 100-year-old
wood flagpole “that has been through a war of its
own; restored many times and loved by many,” Hyson said.

National Commander Clint Bolt’s
2020 – 2021 Goals
Please remember as you travel and promote the
Sons of The American Legion and National Commander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all
Legion Charities.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE to reach
400,000 members
Renewal rate above 95%
Obtain 105% in membership by
National Convention in Phoenix, AZ
Recognize our achievements
Child Welfare Foundation
$500,000
National Emergency Fund
$100,000
Soldiers Wish
$100,000
Legacy Scholarship
$100,000
Veterans & Children’s Fund
$100,000
Operation Comfort Warriors
$100,000
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In last week’s edition, three pictures of NVC Doc Pfeiffer while
he was attending the Detachment of Minnesota Convention
appeared. I forgot to provide the
photo credit and want to thank
Detachment of Minnesota Historian LOU “THE
PHOTO GUY” MICHAELS for getting them to
me. Great Job Lou!!!
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