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Another week has gone by without a membership
update, but that does not mean our work is done.
We all need to continue to work on members who
are delinquent for 2021 while at the same time
kicking-off our 2022 program.

If you are a member of a Squadron that has not
completed this document, please take the necessary
steps to get the form completed and submitted. It
only takes a minute or two, so please get on this
right away.

There is still time for us to reach the National Target Date on July 28 of 105% of quota. Make personal contact with members who have not yet renewed and ask them to do so now. These Buddy
Checks are valuable and will help the life and
growth of your Squadron. Please do what you can
to get those members paid. While you are at it, see
if you can get his 2022 dues as well. Who’s next?

Thank you for your hard work and keep “Serving
those who served…full steam ahead.”

As of today, there are only 47 days until the National Convention. It will be an outstanding weekend,
one that we have been looking forward to for a long
time. It will be great to see old friends in person,
hear reports from our Commissions and Committees, see what is going on across the country, and
elect a new National Commander. I know that we
are all looking forward to meeting in Phoenix.
As we continue to move toward the convention, I
want to remind you of my 2021 – 2022 membership challenge. Many Squadrons are well on their
way to meeting the goals. It will be nice to see how
many 2022 Quota Squadrons we have when we get
to Phoenix, and we can show the entire American
Legion Family how hard we are all working on our
membership program. Detachment Commanders
are asked to let me know what Squadrons make
quota by Convention. Thank you for your help with
this!
One thing that must take the highest priority is the
completion and submission of the Squadron Date
Report. This form is mandated by National Headquarters, with more than 50% of our Squadrons out
of compliance.
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Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage,

Jeff Vrabel, Sr.
Central Region Chairman
Sons of The American Legion
National Membership Committee
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home

#SALSTRONG

Serving Those Who Served…
Full Steam Ahead

JOIN

DONATE

Who’s next?
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2021 – 2022
Membership Challenge
•
•
•
•
•

All Squadrons 100% for the 2020 – 2021 membership year
All Squadrons with 25 members or less to be
quota by August 1
All Squadrons with 50 members or less to be
quota by August 8
All Squadrons with 100 members or less to be
quota by August 15
All Squadrons to be at least 20% of quota by
August 29

Central Region National Vice-Commander
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer at the recent Detachment of Minnesota Convention.

Central Region
Conference Call
Third Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (774) 220-4000
Access Code 04423

SAL membership reports are available here
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MyLegion update

Are you a new Legion officer?
Welcome to MyLegion.org

All Concerned,
Many of you have experienced the inability to complete online transmittals
with mylegion. This is due
to the new software and
updating the “pro forma”
with membership dues for
the new membership year.
We attempted to make individual online membership renewals active on July 1st and starting the new
membership year. This has proven to be a more
monumental task and too much work to do all at
one time. For the time being, this is what is going
to occur. Membership online transmittals will resume by Monday, July 13 or sooner. In the meantime, individual SAL membership renewal capability will have to be suspended until October 1, 2021.
I understand this is not desirable; however, it will
provide more time for squadrons to submit an
SDR. Currently, the SDR response rate is less than
50% overall. In the long run and postponing online
renewal will prove to be a prudent decision. As of
right now, if an individual were to renew their
membership online and their squadron did not
submit an SDR, the squadron would have to contact
the member again to collect the remaining portion
of membership dues (squadron per capita). I think
everyone can admit this would be a major point of
contention with our members. Everyone is looking
for more convenience, not double work. Thank you
for your patience as we work through these challenging issues. Please feel free to contact me with
any questions.
Regards,
Ken A. George,
Member Engagement Coordinator
National SAL & ALR Liaison
NALC Alumni – Class of 2016
Phone 317.630.1376
Fax 317.630.1413
www.legion.org
www.legion.org/sons
www.legion.org/riders
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The American Legion
JUL 06, 2021

As elections for the 2021-2022 membership year
are underway, newly elected adjutants and commanders at the post, squadron, county, and district
level will have access to the administrative side
of www.Mylegion.org through their individual account. This access occurs as soon as officers are
reported and entered into The American Legion
national membership database. Reporting of officers is done through the department using the department’s officer certification form.
If you have a MyLegion.org account, there is nothing more that you will need to do upon your elected
officer position. If you have not registered for a
MyLegion.org account, please follow the steps on
page 4 so you can access the membership tools
available to you as an officer.
Please remember that as of April 1, all MyLegion.org accounts are individual accounts with a
single sign-on. Each registered user will have one
profile. When you have been updated as an adjutant or commander and log into mylegion.org, you
will still have access to your personal membership
data in MY ACCOUNT, but the MY GROUPS tab
will now appear. Post, district, county, detachment,
and squadron officers will see additional officer
tools under MY GROUPS to manage membership
and have full access to electronic rosters.
Even though sharing of credentials is no longer
available, administrative officers have authority to
assign MY GROUPS permission to others who have
their own MyLegion.org account. Information
about assigning group permissions is available in
Online
Help
at mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Resources/He
lp under the MY GROUPS tab.
My Groups provides the capability to:
•
•
•
•

Export and print electronic membership roster.
Email members.
View and edit member information.
Access membership functions such as view
members; see members renewed online; do a
global member lookup; access reports and labels; process membership; and manage Consolidated Post Reports and Consolidated Squadron
Report.
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Don’t have MyLegion.org account? Register
now. Register a www.MyLegion.org account with
the email address on your membership record. Do
not
register with
a
public
email
such
as post123@yahoo.com. To verify the email on
your membership record, contact your department
headquarters or American Legion Customer Service
at 800-433-3318.
Account
registration
help
is
available
at mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Resources/He
lp to assist with registration, navigating your account and My Groups for American Legion and
Sons leadership. Videos are also provided to walk
you through how to use the new MyLegion.org platform.
To register a MyLegion.org account:
1. Go to www.mylegion.org and select “Register.”
2. Enter your email in the Register window and
click “Next.” Register with the email address on
your membership record.
3. Enter your Last Name, First Name and check
consents and click “Next.”
4. Create your password in the welcome window.
5. The email entered must be verified. The email
is verified one of two ways:
a. Enter the one-time password (OTP)
sent to your email and click “Finish
Registration.” This is sent after step
2.
b. Do not enter OTP and click “Finish
Registration.” An email will be sent
with a link to confirm and returns to
the login page.
6. Click “My Account” from your MyLegion.org
home page to view your membership information. Officers registering for post and squadron access will find that information on the My
Account window.
7.
ATTEND
MYLEGION.ORG
VIRTUAL
WORKSHOP. A virtual workshop on the new
MyLegion.org platform will be held during the
102nd National Convention in Phoenix on Aug. 30.
The number of in-person attendees will be limited;
however, anyone can participate virtually. Details
to follow.
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2021
National Target Date

July 28, 2021

105%
Delegate Strength Target Date

National Commander Clint Bolt’s
2020 – 2021 Goals
Please remember as you travel and promote the
Sons of The American Legion and National Commander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all
Legion Charities.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE to reach
400,000 members
Renewal rate above 95%
Obtain 105% in membership by
National Convention in Phoenix, AZ
Recognize our achievements
Child Welfare Foundation
$500,000
National Emergency Fund
$100,000
Soldiers Wish
$100,000
Legacy Scholarship
$100,000
Veterans & Children’s Fund
$100,000
Operation Comfort Warriors
$100,000
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Your support of CWF is providing children a forever home.
Logan Belle was born in December 2020 to a teenage mother. The birth mother decided to proceed
with adoption for Logan, who was matched with a
family in Indiana. To financially complete the
adoption process, a $5,000 grant from Gift of
Adoption was provided to Melea and Christoph so
they could bring Logan home to be a family.

Americanism Commission
First Thursday bi-monthly
January, March, May, July
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (515) 606-5134
Access Code: 451074

Child Welfare Foundation
Committee
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417

Your support of CWF is giving
children a forever home
By Daniel S. Wheeler, National Adjutant
JUL 06, 2021

I’m proud to say that the American Legion Family
has had another strong year of supporting the Child
Welfare Foundation (CWF).

Gift of Adoption of Northbrook, Ill., is a 2021
American Legion Child Welfare Foundation grant
recipient of $25,000 to help provide adoption assistance for children in the United States. This is the
second $25,000 CWF grant provided to Gift of
Adoption whose mission since its founding in 1996
is to “provide adoption assistance grants to bring
the most vulnerable children into permanent, loving families and really changing the trajectory of
their lives,” said Julie Pendell, chief development
officer at Gift of Adoption Fund. “I love that it’s a
mission of real people’s stories.”
Gift of Adoption supports children who are at risk
of entering foster care, aging out of foster care or an
orphanage, and who have medical needs. They too
focus on keeping siblings together through adoption.
In its 25-year history, Gift of Adoption has provided
over $11 million in grants to unite more than 3,800
children with permanent families. The organization’s goal this fiscal year is to unite 525 children
with families in honor of its 25th anniversary. And
The American Legion’s CWF grant is helping
achieve this.

The CWF ended the 2020-21 program year with
$435,312 in donations. Of those donations, more
than $317,000 came from the Sons of The American Legion – the single largest contributor to CWF,
donating nearly $9 million since 1988. And together, The American Legion and American Legion
Auxiliary donated over $88,260.

Five children, including Logan, have been placed in
forever homes thanks to the CWF grant with the
rest of the funds to be expended on Gift of Adoption
assistance grants through the end of 2021. Families
that apply for a grant from Gift of Adoption have
already been matched with their child(ren) and are
in the process of adopting “but coming to the point
where they can’t finalize the adoption due to lack of
funding,” Pendell said. “They apply to Gift of Adoption for those final funds.”

The Child Welfare Foundation, cwf-inc.org, provides grants to nonprofits that contribute to the
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of
children and youth through programs, research,
and resources. One hundred percent of all money
raised for the foundation is used exclusively for
grants.

Pendell said an average Gift of Adoption grant is
$4,000 but can go up to $15,000. About seven
hundred families apply every year for grants, and
the organization can help just over half of them due
to available funding. The organization has twentysix chapters across the country that are volunteer
driven with a goal of fundraising and awareness.
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“A donation to a Gift of Adoption really does change
a child’s life forever,” Pendell said. “And generationally too because that child goes on and their life
is changed, the generations that follow that person
are also changed … all because of one generous donation or a donor allowed us to give a grant to those
parents.

Veterans Employment
& Education Commission
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern time
Call In # (605) 313-4111
Access Code: 893821

“A grant that is truly transformational for the child
and the family. I love that you can so easily take the
picture of that change to our donors. Every story is
hinged on the fact that people or companies, or organizations or foundations came alongside the mission and made that happen.”

Children & Youth Committee
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m.
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417

Legislative Commission
First Thursday bi-monthly
February, April, June, 7 August
7:00 p.m.
Call in # (712) 775-7031
Access Code: 988284103

Membership Committee
Third Tuesday of each month
6:00 p.m. Mountain time
Call in # (515) 604-9644
Access Code: 889133

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr

Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation Commission
Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 p.m. Central Time
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd
=STBkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09
Meeting ID: 635 456 5336
Passcode: 405160
Call In # (646) 876-9923
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From SAL National Adjutant Anthony Wright
RE: Call to National Convention in Phoenix, AZ
All,
1. Delegates - All delegates must be pre-paid; no
money will be collected for delegate registration
at the convention. Delegate registration forms
are due by August 6, 2021.
2. Waivers - must be signed by all delegates and
guests of your detachment. The detachment adjutant will be responsible for collecting signed
forms and have them available upon request
with whichever media you choose. The detachment adjutant, upon picking up their credentials, will also be responsible for penalties, if
any, imposed by the enforcing authority for
failure to obtain a signed waiver or unable to
produce said waiver.
3. Expense Reports – PNCs, commission &
committee chairman & national officers approved are eligible for travel only to be reimbursed. This does include if flying baggage, taxi
to and from home to airport and airport to your
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hotel with the set rates. If you feel these set
rates are not fair, you are more than welcome to
submit your expense report after the convention
along with your actual receipts. If you want
your expense check at the convention, your
travel reimbursement is due to HQ by August 6,
2021, or you can submit your report after the
convention, and a check will be mailed to you.
At this time, NEC members are not eligible for
travel reimbursement to the convention. The
resolution addressing this is still pending and
cannot be executed until fully vetted and approved by the SAL NEC, The American Legion
Finance Commission, and Internal Affairs
Commission.
For those driving, a cap of five hundred miles
round trip will be reimbursed at .51 cents a
mile. Passengers who are carpooling at not eligible for mileage reimbursement.
4. Air Travel – For those eligible for travel reimbursement, I recommend booking your travel
through The American Legion Convention Office, Joyce Hamilton jhamilton@legion.org.
This will save time and no money out of your
pocket.
Any more questions, please feel free to contact Adjutant Wright - salnationaladjutant@gmail.com,
Ken George kgeorge@legion.org, or Brian Compton, bcompton@legion.org. See all of you in Phoenix.

Subscribe to the following e-newsletters by going
to legion.org/newsletters. Click the “Subscribe” tab
at the top. You will be re-directed to MyLegion.org
to opt in/out of the e-newsletters. To manage your
e-newsletter subscriptions, click the “edit” button.
Online Update. The weekly email delivered every
Thursday includes a roundup of stories from Legion.org, video features, and other information related to veterans affairs, legislation, veteran healthcare benefits, Legion programs, and activities, and
more.

Commander's Message. The national commander sends out emails, usually twice monthly,
about important American Legion initiatives and
programs, and items of general interest to the veterans community.
Flag Alert. An email notification is sent when the
flag of the United States is to be displayed at halfstaff.
Tango Alpha Lima. The weekly podcast is produced by The American Legion. Join Mark Seavey,
Ashley Gorbulja-Maldonado, and Jeff Daly as they
explore current events, interesting trends, and
quirky stories of interest to the military community.

Stay in the know: Subscribe to
American Legion e-newsletters
The American Legion
JUN 08, 2021
The American Legion has a variety of free enewsletters to keep veterans, military personnel
and their families updated on messages from the
national commander, podcast episodes, flag alerts,
job fairs, American Legion programs and more.
7|

Legion Riders. The American Legion Riders Update E-newsletter provides information on the
American Legion Legacy Run, including how to register, the route and anything else participants will
need to know. The e-newsletter will share information on ALR program updates or changes, as
well as links to external media stories about what
Legion Rider chapters are doing across the country.
Digital Dispatch. The Digital Dispatch is emailed to subscribers monthly. Stories are adapted
from the print newsletter that focus on membership
needs and program updates.
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Training. This Legionnaire-driven circular is to
highlight best practices, ideas, and creative thinking
of Legionnaires throughout The American Legion.
It is hoped this newsletter will lead the way to much
broader training for Legionnaires wanting to know
more, but really wanting to do more.
The Dugout. The American Legion Baseball
newsletter keeps coaches informed on registration
information, the tournament guide, previous star
players, news stories, events, updates and more.

Pre-sale now happening for
die-cast versions of
No. 48 American Legion car
The American Legion
JUN 10, 2021

The American Legion
made history on May
30, when the organization’s branding appeared for the first
time ever in the Indianapolis 500. Now
American Legion Family members have the opportunity to reserve a piece of that history in the form
of a die-cast replica of the car.
American Legion Emblem Sales now is taking presale orders for 1:64 scale and 1:18 scale versions of
The American Legion No. 48 Honda that Tony Kanaan drove for Chip Ganassi Racing to a 10th-place
finish in the Indy 500. The die-cast versions can be
ordered here. A portion of the proceeds from the
sale of the cars will go to fund American Legion
programs that assist veterans and military families.
Kanaan also drove The American Legion No. 48
Honda to fourth- and seventh place finishes in the
Genesys 300 and XPEL 375 earlier this NTT
INDYCAR Series. Last winter, The American Legion and Chip Ganassi Racing entered into a multiyear sponsorship agreement for the No. 48 Honda
in the NTT INDYCAR Series, with seven-time
NASCAR Series champion Jimmie Johnson driving
a version of the No. 48 car that includes American
Legion branding during this season’s road race, and
Kanaan driving with a livery featuring The American Legion in oval races.

American Legion Emblem Sales
open for walk-in customers
The American Legion
JUL 07, 2021

Out of safety concerns, The American Legion Emblem Sales store at the John H. Geiger Operations
Center in Indianapolis was closed during the
COVID-19 pandemic for walk-in customers to shop
for flags, American Legion apparel and more.
Online purchases could still be made.
Emblem Sales is excited to share that its doors are
once again open for walk-in customers to purchase
merchandise. Visit American Legion Flag & Emblem at 5745 Lee Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46216 to
shop. The store is open Monday to Friday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Masks are not required those for fully
vaccinated.
Stop in to shop for:
100 Miles for Hope gear
2021 Legacy Run T-shirts
American Legion Baseball items
Shirts with the new American Legion flag logo
You can shop Emblem Sales online American Legion Flag & Emblem.

Dear TALMA members,
Responding to a crisis can make or break an organization. It takes a team effort, quick thinking and
decisive action as illustrated by how the Department of Ohio defused a controversy at a Memorial
Day event.
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That will be the subject
of The American Legion
Media Alliance virtual
training for July.
During this training,
Department of Ohio Adjutant Suzette Heller
and national Deputy
Director of Media &
Communications Henry
Howard will discuss
how to best handle a
crisis that could become
a
public
relations
nightmare. The session
will begin at 7 p.m.
Eastern on Wednesday,
July 21.

How to manage a
crisis
effectively
The July American Legion Media Alliance
virtual training will focus on crisis communications, based on how
Ohio responded to a
recent controversy.
Sign up now!

JULY

21
7:00 p.m. EDT
SIGN UP

Looking ahead, the August training session will be
in person — and virtual! For those attending national convention, please stop by the annual Media
Training Workshop, which TALMA is handling. On
Monday, Aug. 30, we will be hosting sessions
throughout the day, including:
•
•
•
•
•

How to obtain credibility with local print and
electronic media to have articles published.
Interviewing techniques.
Tips for improving your writing.
How to use Canva.
Sessions focused on newsletters, Facebooks and
video.

Details are still being worked out. Stay tuned for
more details.
Thank you for what you do to promote The American Legion!
Sincerely,
Walter Ivie, Chairman
The American Legion
Media and Communications Commission
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Please print this page and display
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