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Yesterday, the National Executive Committee met
virtually for the second time since the beginning of
the pandemic. Many great reports were heard, and
there was great and valuable information provided.
Please make sure you get the minutes of the meeting from your National Executive Committeeman
when they come out. It will be a great way to keep
up with what’s going on nationally, and how it affects you at the Squadron level.

Please continue your membership efforts, and
stress renewals. May 12 is our next National Target
Date, and we all need to push hard to meet the goal
of 90%. Please personally contact members who
have not renewed their dues and ask them to get
this taken care of. If you can, visit unpaid members
and see how you can help.

Of note was information that National Commander
Clint Bolt provided about MySAL. There are still
bugs in the system, and work continues to get the
system where it needs to be so it can be used again.
We need to be patient through this process and get
right back to it when it is ready.
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Before we know it, it will be the start of the 20212022 year. Let’s continue our hard work in membership, fundraising, and service as we keep “Serving those who served…full steam ahead.”
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage,

Jeff Vrabel, Sr.
Central Region Chairman
Sons of The American Legion
National Membership Committee
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

Central Region
Conference Call
Third Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (774) 220-4000
Access Code 04423

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home

#SALSTRONG

JOIN

Serving Those Who Served…
Full Steam Ahead

DONATE

2021
National Target Date

May 12, 2021

90%
Please click the link for information about MySAL
www.legion.org/training/trainingtuesdays
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Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation Commission

Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 p.m. Central Time
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6354565336?pwd=ST
BkdUlJQlR0QTRndnJPN1hsVktHQT09
Meeting ID: 635 456 5336
Passcode: 405160
Call In # (646) 876-9923

Americanism Commission
First Thursday bi-monthly
January, March, May, July
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (515) 606-5134
Access Code: 451074

Veterans Employment
& Education Commission
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern time
Call In # (605) 313-4111
Access Code: 893821

Child Welfare Foundation
Committee
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417

National Commander Clint Bolt’s
2020 – 2021 Goals

Children & Youth Committee

Please remember as you travel and promote
the Sons of The American Legion and National Commander Clint Bolt’s goals for
Membership and all Legion Charities.

Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m.
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417

Legislative Commission
First Thursday bi-monthly
February, April, June, 7 August
7:00 p.m.
Call in # (712) 775-7031
Access Code: 988284103

Membership Committee
Third Tuesday of each month
6:00 p.m. Mountain time
Call in # (515) 604-9644
Access Code: 889133
http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr

• RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE
to reach 400,000 members
• Renewal rate above 95%
• Obtain 105% in membership by
National Convention in Phoenix, AZ
• Recognize our achievements
• Child Welfare Foundation $500,000
• National Emergency Fund $100,000
• Soldiers Wish
$100,000
• Legacy Scholarship
$100,000
• Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000
• Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000
Serving Those Who Served…
Full Steam Ahead
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Purple Heart presented
by Dr. Chris Petras, SAL Squadron 28

After months of anticipation and excitement, Congressman Bill Huizenga (MI 2nd Congressional
District) presented, posthumously, the Purple
Heart to American Legion Post 28 namesake,
Charles A. Conklin. The March 26, 2021 ceremony
was held at Post 28, in Grand Haven. The ceremony opened with a presentation of the Colors by Post
28 Honor Guard members/past Post Commanders,
David “Mack” Mackellar, and Garrett Veihl. Post
28 Chaplain, Duane “Smitty” Smith then gave the
invocation with Commander Fonger welcoming
guests, respectively. SAL Squadron 28 member and
researcher, Dr. Chris Petras presented a brief bio on
the life and military service of Post 28 namesake,
Charles A. Conklin and how Petras’ research for a
television documentary and book on the centennial
history of Post 28, led to the discovery of the document resulting in Conklin’s eligibility for the Purple
Heart.

SAL Squadron 28 member/Charles A. Conklin researcher, Dr. Chris
Petras (r) and guest Keri share a moment with Congressman Bill
Huizenga (center) in honoring Post 28 namesake, Charles A. Conklin.

After the presentation of
Conklin’s life and military
service, Congressman Bill
Huizenga presented, on behalf of the United States,
Conklin’s Purple Heart, to
Post 28. As Congressman
Huizenga presented the Purple Heart, an aura of honor
and pride filled the room.
The ceremony closed with a
benediction
by
Chaplain
Smith and retiring of the Colors.
March 26, 2021 will go down
in American Legion history as
the day a Post namesake,
Charles A. Conklin received his Purple Heart, 103years later, for his bravery and ultimate sacrifice
from wounds received in action.
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Congressman Bill Huizenga presented, posthumously, the Purple
Heart to Post 28 namesake, Charles A. Conklin on March 26, 2021.
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Indiana D4 raises funds for CWF
The Sons of The American 4th District, Detachment
of Indiana, held their 9th annual CWF Pig Race on
March 7th at the American Legion Post 47 in Fort
Wayne. Although with the restrictions from the
COVID-19 issue, causing many of the Posts to either close completely for a period of time or restrict
the amount of people allowed in. SAL District 4
was still able to raise $5300.00 for the Child Welfare Foundation thanks to the generosity of the
American Legion Family.
To make this a fun event, the Squadrons have different categories in which they can compete in. Not
only to have bragging rights but also win a certificate to display at their Post for their efforts. Some
of those categories are, but not limited to, are: Most
Money in a Single Pig, Most Unusual Pig, People's
Choice, Ugliest Pig, Most Money in Combined Pigs,
so as you can tell, it can be a very creative fundraiser for CWF. The District is already preparing for
next year with some new and creative ideas to make
this event even more entertaining.
No matter your choice of charity, a little creativeness, and a lot of fun, can result in some large donations!
Be safe everyone, until next time.
For God and Country!
PDC Doug Heiser,
Detachment of Indiana
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Top Ten Closed Units February 2021

Serving Ohio Since 2002

Who’s
next?
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A fillable version of this form is available HERE.
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A fillable version of this form is available HERE.
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stirring and impressive tribute to an extraordinary
generation of heroes.”
“They showed us, at great cost, that threats to freedom the world over must be answered,” Oxford
said. “They fought through to victory, then returned home to instill in their children and communities that same love of liberty.

Virtual ceremony, flag-raising
mark opening of
National World War I Memorial
By Matt Grills
APR 19, 2021

“These are the people who started our American
Legion. These are our guys and gals. Our organization has long supported construction of this memorial, and Legionnaires should be proud of what our
contributions have helped build.”
Hosted by actor Gary Sinise, the virtual “First Colors” program weaved a historical overview of U.S.
involvement in the war, remarks from military and
government officials, and music from Lee Greenwood, the 369th Experience and the cast of the musical “Hello Girls.”
The broadcast culminated in a flyover by two F-22
Raptors from the 94th Fighter Squadron – a unit
first organized during World War I as the 94th Aero
Squadron.

American Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford holds
a bugle that belonged to Gen. John Pershing, commander of the
American Expeditionary Forces, during a private tour of the National
World War I Memorial in Washington, D.C., on April 15. During the
memorial's flag-raising, Master Sgt. Matthew Byrne of the U.S. Army
Band "Pershing's Own" played "To the Colors" on the historic instrument. Photo by Eric Kruszewski.

The new National World War I Memorial opened to
the public this weekend, following a live broadcast
ceremony and flag-raising.
The most transformative of the four major U.S.
wars of the 20th century, World War I is the last to
be recognized with a national memorial in Washington, D.C. Located on Pennsylvania Avenue, a
block southeast of the White House, the site honors
the 4.7 million people who served: men, women,
citizens, immigrants, African Americans, Native
Americans, Latinos, and others.
“The Great War touched nearly every American
family at the time,” President Joe Biden said, in a
recorded message. “For too long that nationwide
service has not been fully commemorated here in
the nation’s capital. This memorial finally will offer
a chance for people to visit and reflect and remember.”
American Legion National Commander James W.
“Bill” Oxford toured the site Thursday, calling it “a
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Members of the 3rd Infantry Regiment (the “Old
Guard”) then hoisted the flag, as Master Sgt. Matthew Byrne of the U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s
Own” played “To the Colors” on the personal bugle
of Gen. John Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF).
The flag raised at the memorial flew over the U.S.
Capitol on April 6, 2017, the 100th anniversary of
the day the United States entered World War I. It
went on to fly over nine American World War I
cemeteries overseas, then over the Liberty Memorial in Kansas City, Mo., before returning home.
Efforts to build a World War I memorial in Washington, D.C., go back more than a decade. Early on,
there was talk of giving the District of Columbia
War Memorial national status, but the monument
bears the names of local residents who died in the
war, making that option unsuitable. The National
Mall was also ruled out, as it’s considered a completed work of art.
In 2014, Congress approved the redevelopment of
Pershing Park as a national World War I memorial.
Following a design contest that drew 360 entries,
the U.S. World War One Centennial Commission
selected a concept by 25-year-old architect Joe
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Weisharr of Arkansas that sought to combine green
space and commemorative elements.
Regulatory hurdles and input from various agencies
led to substantial changes, but the completed memorial succeeds in preserving the urban park setting.
“It’s in the middle of everything, but the designers
have made this a magnificently serene location,”
says Dan Dayton, executive director of the World
War One Centennial Commission. “The memorial
provides an opportunity to get away from the crowd
and contemplate those who served the cause of
freedom a century ago.”
Its centerpiece – a 58-foot, 38-figure bronze sculptural wall called “The Soldier’s Journey,” by Sabin
Howard – will be installed in 2024. The rest, however, is complete, including:
•

•

•

•

The Belvedere, an overlook that offers a commanding view of the entire memorial, as well as
interpretive panels that describe U.S. accomplishments in the war, the contributions of
Americans of all backgrounds, and the war’s
legacy. At its center is a medallion with the figure of winged Victory portrayed on medals
awarded to members of the AEF.
The Peace Fountain, a wall of cascading water
behind the sculpture. Inscribed is a quote from
artillery captain Archibald MacLeish’s poem
“The Young Dead Soldiers,” which ends with
the plea, “Remember us.”
The original AEF Memorial and 8-foot bronze
statue of Pershing, dedicated in the 1980s. Field
glasses in hand, the general gazes at the “Soldier’s Journey” sculpture in the distance. Two
10-foot granite walls to both sides of the statue,
including battle maps, have been refurbished.
A flagstaff, on a berm inscribed with a quote
from President Woodrow Wilson’s Memorial
Day address at Suresnes in 1919: “Never before
have men crossed the seas to a foreign land to
fight for a cause which they did not pretend
was particularly their own but knew was the
cause of humanity and of mankind.”

Like Pershing Park, the memorial is a few steps below street level, giving it the same ambiance, Dayton said. Trees have been planted and others replanted, with more room for growth. And throughout the site, red poppies bloom as a symbol of remembrance.
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Weisharr calls it “a memorial of the 21st century,”
with technological innovations that didn’t exist
when he started the project. The Virtual Explorer
app brings the memorial to users, allowing them to
“place” a 3D model of it anywhere: their living
room, backyard, driveway, kitchen table. And at the
site itself, the Visitor Guide app “will pop up different bits of information and different pieces of augmented reality as you need or want them,” he said.
How big were the first tanks? How small were the
first airplanes? In open spaces at the memorial,
app users can "place" those, too, at full size.
Both apps include more than 50 videos on how the
war changed America, from its international standing to women’s suffrage. Users can also see and
hear virtual remembrances of servicemembers,
submitted by families.
“What we want to do is really start telling the stories of the men and women who served,” Weisharr
said. “Throughout the memorial and additional
content provided through the app and website,
people will be able to access these in ways they’ve
never been able to before.”
Edwin Fountain, who served as vice chairman of
the World War One Centennial Commission from
2014 to 2019, said he’s often asked why America
needs this particular memorial.
“We need it because the war was the most consequential event of the 20th century, and you cannot
understand our country or the world we live in
without understanding World War I,” he said. “The
debates we have today about the roles of women
and African Americans and immigrants in our society, about the role of America in the world, about
the proper balance of liberty and security, are but
echoes of debates we had 100 years ago.”
The grandson of two World War I veterans, Fountain began advocating for the establishment of a
national memorial in Washington, D.C., in 2008,
along with several members of Congress: Rep.
Emanuel Cleaver, D-Mo., former Rep. Ted Poe, RTexas, Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., and former Sens.
Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and Jay Rockefeller, DN.Y.
Thanks to the “energy and commitment of a great
many talented people,” including Weisharr and
Howard, the nation’s capital now has a memorial to
the war that put the United States on the world
stage and launched the American century, Fountain
said.
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“Just as the names Bunker Hill and Yorktown, Shiloh and Gettysburg, Normandy, and Iwo Jima ring
out in our national memory, so too should Chateau
Thierry and St. Mihiel and the Meuse Argonne.
Modern America’s very identity was forged during
this war.”
Though the Great War crushed four empires and
took the lives of 22 million people, it was not “the
war to end all wars,” and set the conditions for an
even more destructive conflict 20 years later, Joint
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Mark Milley said.
U.S. troops “experienced unbelievable carnage,” he
added – 116,516 died, and 200,000 were wounded.

“Some of the older people I’ve met have said, ‘Gen.
Pershing? That name sounds familiar,’ or ‘Oh,
there’s a Pershing Street in my town,’ but they have
no idea,’ she said. “I’m so happy that we’re going to
get this memorial built. These people, many of
whom didn’t make it home, have had almost no
recognition for what they did. This war represented
all of us … I think the general would say it’s about
time.”
View Photo Gallery

Calling the memorial “a testament to the strength
of the American people,” Milley said it is “our duty
to remember what they fought for and why they
fought.”
Exemplifying American courage was Tennessee
blacksmith Alvin York, who wrote “Don’t want to
fight” on his draft card but later received the Medal
of Honor for his actions in France’s Argonne Forest,
where he almost singlehandedly captured or killed
an entire German battalion.
Loathe as York was to go to war, he understood the
stakes, said retired Col. Gerald York, his grandson.
In 1942, York spoke to the 82nd “All American” Division as it reactivated for World War II. “He told
them, ‘When we fought the war, we thought we had
won the peace, but what we found was we just
made a payment on our freedom, and now there’s
another payment coming due.’”
Authorization to fly the U.S. flag over the National
World War I Memorial came from new Secretary of
the Interior Deb Haaland, who assured Americans
that the National Park Service will be at the site
every day, caring for it.
“As the daughter of a combat veteran, it’s not lost
on me that the veterans of World War I never lived
to see a memorial to their service and sacrifice here
in our nation’s capital, a place where their families
could share their stories and heal their grief,” she
said. “Today we right that wrong. Today we remember them.”
Sandra Sinclair Pershing said her late husband,
Jack, recalled childhood visits with his famous
grandfather. Wherever they went, photographers
followed, and people asking for autographs. Today,
few know about Pershing and the troops he led.
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