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Gentlemen, 
 
There are a lot of things going on this week.  Labor 
Day is Monday where we take time to wrap-up 
summer and get ready for fall and winter.  On 
Thursday we reach our first National Target Date, 
where we should ALL be at 10% or higher.  Is your 
Squadron, District, and Detachment at that mark?  
If not, why?  The anniversary of the attacks on 
America is Friday, and we will honor the victims of 
9/11.  
 
Most of our Squadrons have had 2021 membership 
cards since the beginning of July.  There is no rea-
son that we are not at 10% with two months behind 
us. 
 
As of Friday’s national membership report, I am 
very happy to report that the Detachments of Illi-
nois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, and Minnesota 
have all reached the 10% goal.  CONGRATULA-
TIONS and thank you for your hard work and dedi-
cation.  Continue “Serving those who 
served…full steam ahead!”  Who’s next?    
 
Please plan a membership round-up, or other event 
where members can pay their dues and get their 
new cards.  Come up with new ways to make your 
members feel safe about getting together.  Maybe 
you could sponsor a drive-thru dues payment, 
where members can drive up, make their payment, 
and receive their card.  No matter what you do, it is 
vital that those cards be processed immediately.  
The best way to handle this is by using MySAL for 
your transmittals. 
 
If you are reading this newsletter and do not have 
your 2021 membership card, please contact your 
Squadron Adjutant right now so you can pay your 
dues and get your card. 
 

I also want to recognize all of our Squadrons who 
reached quota by August 28, 2020.  Detachment 
Adjutants are asked to submit the name, number, 
and location of all Quota Squadrons.  Thanks for 
your help with this!  We need to recognize the hard 
work folks are doing, and this is a great way to do 
so. 
 
Look for some exciting new things coming in the 
next few months.  I cannot say too much about it at 
this time, but an announcement will be made and 
may revolutionize our communications in the fu-
ture. 
 
I would like to not ask everyone to take time out of 
their day on Friday, September 11, 2020 to remem-
ber those lost during the attack on America.  This 
was a tragic day in our history, and we must re-
member those who died, and the heroic acts or our 
brave first responders. 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact NVC 
Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 
#SALSTRONG 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Central Region Chairman 

Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 

Serving Those Who Served… 
Full Steam Ahead 
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Gents, 
 

Congratulations to Illinois, Wis-
consin, Iowa, Indiana, and Minne-
sota for surpassing the 10% goal.  A 
gib thanks to all for helping the 
Central Region make the 10% goal 
before the target date of September 
10.  We continue to lead the nation 
in cards turned in, out of the 
34,820 total cards turned in, we 

have turned in 41%, or 14,565 of them. 
 
We need to continue this momentum throughout 
the rest of the year.  Push to get members to renew 
early.  The sooner we get everyone renewed, the 
sooner we can have more time for other Legion 
programs.  
 
We must continue to try and get those members 
reinstated that failed to renew last year.  Keep up 
the hard work and remember, EVERY CARD 
COUNTS! 
 
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer, 
National Vice-Commander Central 
 

"Serving Those Who Served... 
Full Steam Ahead” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

To the gentlemen of the Central 
Region, 
 
Most of you know me but for those 
who don’t, my name is Sandy Lip-
man from the Detachment of 
Michigan.  I am now sitting on the 
Child Welfare Foundation Com-
mittee for the Sons and have been 

given the Central Region as my area to work and 
advise. 
 
It is a pleasure once again to serve my brothers in 
the Central Region, and I am making a challenge to 
all the Detachments, Districts, Squadrons, and in-
dividuals to donate a minimum of one dollar per 
member.  Once this is done, we can submit a form 
and you will get a ribbon for your flag. 
 
I ask that you keep me informed of activities and 
the donations that are turned in.  If at all possible, I 
would like to attend the activities within our De-
tachments, so please feel free to send the infor-
mation as to when your events are happening, and I 
will let you know if I can attend. 
 
I have made the challenge in Michigan to get at 
least our goal, which is over $24,000, and I chal-
lenge the other states to do it too. 
 
Let’s have fun and make the Central Region nu-
mero uno in the nation, and please, do not forget 
the National Emergency Fund and the Command-
er’s desire to have a minimum of fifty cents per 
member. 
 
Yours in God and Country, 
 
Sandy Lipman, 
Child Welfare Foundation Committee 
13633 Vernon Oak 
Park, Michigan 48237 
sandylipman95@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 

COVER PHOTO: Raising the Flag  
 
Raising the Flag at Ground Zero is a photograph by Thomas E. Franklin of The 
Record (Bergen County, N.J.), taken on September 11, 2001. 
 

mailto:sandylipman95@hotmail.com
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2019 – 2020 Detachment Membership Standings 
as of August 31, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI Q2 3,744 9,962 105.823 

IA Q1  4,375 4,631 105.851 

IL 14,546 14,402 99.010 

OH 31,133 29,705 95.413 

MI 24,083 22,807 94.702 

MN 11,748 11,056 94.110 

IN 39,364 36,245 92.077 

MO 3,705 2,969 80.135 

TOTALS 132,698 157,777 94.784 
Q = QUOTA – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
 = All Time High 

 
2019 – 2020 National Membership Standings 

as of August 31, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern  42,763 72,797 100.851 

Western 26,395 25,626 97.087 

Central 132,698 125,777 94.784 

Midwest 30,366 28,388 93.486 

Eastern 146,273 134,972 92.274 

TOTALS 378,495 357,560 94.469 
* = Met July 29 National Target of 105% 

-13,503 ahead of last year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 – 2020 Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of August 31, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 4,122 92.59 

IL 14,431 13,241 91.75 

OH 30,456 27,431 90.07 

WI 3,945 3,500 88.72 

MN 11,565 10,173 87.96 

MI 24,126 20,786 86.16 

IN 38,876 33,007 84.90 

MO 3,485 2,694 77.30 

TOTALS 131,336 114,954 87.53 

 
2019 – 2020 National Renewal Rates 

as of August 31, 2020 
 

REGION 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 114,954 87.53 

Eastern 144,840 124,032 85.62 

Southern 42,858 36,393 84.88 

Midwest 29,920 25,009 83.57 

Western 26,524 21,411 80.70 

TOTALS 375,540 321,799 85.69 
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2020 – 2021 Membership Report 
 

09/03/20

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Southern 42,775       7,235         (35,540)       16.914% 35,540       
Midwest 30,377       4,128         (26,249)       13.589% 26,249       
Central 132,706     14,595       (118,111)     10.998% 118,111     
Western 26,405       2,821         (23,584)       10.684% 23,584       
Eastern 146,287     6,041         (140,246)     4.130% 140,246     
TOTALS 378,550    34,820      (343,730)    9.198% 343,730    

6,538          

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Illinois * 14,547       4,487         (10,060)       30.845% 10,060       
Wisconsin * 3,745         872            (2,873)          23.284% 2,873         
Iowa * 4,376         454            (3,922)          10.375% 3,922         
Indiana * 39,365       4,065         (35,300)       10.326% 35,300       
Minnesota * 11,749       1,179         (10,570)       10.035% 10,570       
Ohio 31,134       2,536         (28,598)       8.145% 28,598       
Michigan 24,084       970            (23,114)       4.028% 23,114       
Missouri 3,706         32               (3,674)          0.863% 3,674         
TOTALS 132,706    14,595      118,111      10.998% 118,111    
* Met Sept. 10, 2020 goal of 10%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Wisconsin * 3,745         872            (2,873)          23.284% 2,873         
Iowa 4,376         545            (3,831)          12.454% 3,831         
Missouri 3,706         32               (3,674)          0.863% 3,674         
TOTALS 11,827      1,449        (10,378)      36.602% 10,378      

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Illinois * 14,547       4,487         (10,060)       30.845% 10,060       
Minnesota 11,749       1,179         (10,570)       10.035% 10,570       
TOTALS 26,296      5,666        (20,630)      40.880% 20,630      

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Indiana 39,365       4,065         (35,300)       10.326% 35,300       
Ohio 31,134       2,536         (28,598)       8.145% 28,598       
Michigan 24,084       970            (23,114)       4.028% 23,114       
TOTALS 94,583      7,571        (87,012)      22.499% 87,012      

Blue Division

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

Membership ahead of 2020

Red Division

White Division

 
 

 

2020 – 2021 
National Target Date 

September 10, 2020 

10% 
 
 

2020 – 2021 Renewal Report 
 

08/31/20

Region

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Southern 42,788       5,895          13.78% 36,893       
Midwest 28,316       3,174          11.21% 25,142       
Central 125,678     10,834        8.62% 114,844     
Western 25,432       1,903          7.48% 23,529       
Eastern 134,972     4,631          3.43% 130,341     
TOTALS 357,186    26,437       7.40% 330,749    

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Illinois 14,402       3,991          27.71% 10,411       
Wisconsin 3,962         766             19.33% 3,196         
Iowa 4,631         354             7.64% 4,277         
Indiana 36,245       3,129          8.63% 33,116       
Minnesota 11,056       981             8.87% 10,075       
Ohio 29,705       1,282          4.32% 28,423       
Michigan 22,807       299             1.31% 22,508       
Missouri 2,969         32                1.08% 2,937         
TOTALS 125,777    10,834       8.61% 114,943    

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Wisconsin 3,962         766             19.33% 3,196         
Iowa 4,631         354             7.64% 4,277         
Missouri 2,969         32                1.08% 2,937         
TOTALS 8,593        1,120         26.98% 7,473         

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Illinois 14,402       3,991          27.71% 10,411       
Minnesota 11,056       981             8.87% 10,075       
TOTALS 25,458      4,972         36.58% 20,486      

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Indiana 36,245       3,129          8.63% 33,116       
Ohio 29,705       1,282          4.32% 28,423       
Michigan 22,807       299             1.31% 22,508       
TOTALS 88,757      4,710         14.26% 84,047      

White Division

Blue Division

2020 - 2021 RENEWALS

Red Division
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Sons of The American Legion 
Membership Committee Call 

6:00 PM MST 
Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds its monthly 
Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of each month.  
It is important that we get the message out to as many 
Membership Chairmen as possible.  Please share this 
with your District and Squadron leadership and ask 
them to join us. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
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Next TALMA training session focuses 

on writing, interviewing tips 
 
Dear TALMA members,  
 
I am thrilled that The American Legion Media Alliance 
monthly virtual training sessions are going so well.  Each 
time, we have had great information presented by our 
panelists and thoughtful questions from the audience.  
As a reminder, replays of previous sessions are available 
in TALMA’s private Facebook group. (Note: We've had 
some technical issues with posting the August training 
session.  We will publish it as soon as possible.) 
 
We will continue to keep these sessions interactive and 
offer perspectives from different experts.  In Septem-
ber, the virtual training session will focus on writing and 
interviewing tips.  It will be held Wednesday, Sept. 16, 
at 7 p.m. Eastern via Zoom. If you have questions you 
would like to submit beforehand or suggested topics to 
be addressed, feel free to email them in advance. Dur-
ing the session, participants will be able to type ques-
tions into the chat window. 
 
The session will feature panelists Robert Stronach, Me-
dia & Communications chairman for the Department of 
New York and editor of New York Legion, and American 
Legion Magazine managing editor Matt Grills.  Depart-
ment of Michigan Public Relations Director Mark Sutton 
will be the host. 
 
In the coming months, we plan to cover other topics 
such as how to improve your post’s newsletter, creating 
graphics for your social media platforms, and podcast-
ing. 
 
Thank you for all that you do on behalf of The American 
Legion Family, our veterans, their families, and commu-
nities throughout this great nation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Walter Ivie, Chairman 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.legionemail.com/t/40095065/1545977218/83301547/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDkwMjIwX1RBTE0&x=837f62a6
http://www.legionemail.com/t/40095065/1545977218/84117459/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDkwMjIwX1RBTE0&x=b3cd0d5e
http://www.legionemail.com/t/40095065/1545977218/84675246/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDkwMjIwX1RBTE0&x=607451b6
http://www.legionemail.com/t/40095065/1545977218/84675246/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDkwMjIwX1RBTE0&x=607451b6
mailto:talma@legion.org?subject=Next%20Training%20Session

