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Gentlemen, 
 
In an ever-changing world, sometimes people need 
to adapt to their environment, their surroundings.  
In this time of worldwide pandemic, Sons of The 
American Legion has, and will continue to, adapt to 
change. 
 
No longer are we able to meet like we used to.  For 
some, gone are the days of sitting around the can-
teen with friends and fellow members.  Our world 
has changed, and it looks like it will stay this way 
for quite some time. 
 
These times also have changed how we run our 
membership programs.  We may not be able to 
conduct our membership roundups like we did be-
fore.  If our canteens are closed, we cannot collect 
them there.  We may need to rely on mail or other 
means. 
 
The key to a successful 2021 membership year is 
communication.  We must call, email, visit when 
possible, and talk to our members.  Help them un-
derstand that we need to collect dues now.  Explain 
to them that there is no sense in waiting to pay dues 
until the last minute.  The Central Region has the 
most paid members in the organization.  Let’s keep 
that going and increase those numbers. 
 
For faster transmission of our dues to National 
Headquarters, it is vital that we all begin to use 
MySAL.  Please try it.  You will be glad that you did!  
For more information about MySAL, please click 
here. Once you start using it, I think you will see 
that your Squadron numbers increase more quick-
ly, as the temptation to hold cards and mail them 
all in at once will be greatly reduced. 
    
Renew!  Renew!  Renew!  What is your Squad-
ron’s percentage today?  Is it higher or lower than 
at this time last year?  What about your Detach-

ment?  Any change from this time last year?  Let’s 
all work hard to improve our renewals, and to get 
them done and out of the way.  Continue working 
hard on your renewals, and you will see your hard 
work pay off.  Continue “Serving those who 
served…full steam ahead!”  Who’s next?    
 
Individual Recruitment Awards applications are 
due by midnight tomorrow.  If you are eligible, 
please send the form to me ASAP.  We lead the na-
tion with nearly 50 awards, and I want to send out 
more! 
 
Many Posts, Squadrons, Units, and Chapters are 
struggling with membership.  Times are tough due 
to circumstances beyond anyone’s control.  What 
we can control is how we react to this struggle.  We 
all need to find new ways to do the business of The 
American Legion Family.  Our moments of struggle 
define us.  How will you be defined? 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact NVC 
Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 
#SALSTRONG 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Central Region Chairman 

Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 

Serving Those Who Served… 
Full Steam Ahead 

 
 
 
 

https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?wam=MYSINTRO&webrtn=WR_SalIntro&ml=LANSA:XHTML&part=TAL&lang=ENG
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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Gents, 
 

Out of the 28,273 cards turned in 
so far, the Central Region has 
turned in 40% of them.  Great job.  
Illinois and Wisconsin have already 
surpassed the 10% target goal with 
Iowa and Indiana closing in on it.  
We are well on track to make this 
first goal of 10% on September 10, 
2020. 

 
Even though we are off to a good start on this year's 
membership, we cannot forget those members we 
lost last year.  We need to continue to try and get as 
many of those members to renew as we can. 
 
Jeff and I appreciate your hard work and dedication 
to this organization, if you need help with anything 
feel free to contact either one of us and we will try 
to assist you. 
 
Remember, EVERY CARD COUNTS 
 
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer, 
National Vice-Commander Central 
 

"Serving Those Who Served... 
Full Steam Ahead” 

 
 

Sons of The American Legion 
Membership Committee Call 

6:00 PM MST 
Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds its monthly 
Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of each month.  
It is important that we get the message out to as many 
Membership Chairmen as possible.  Please share this 
with your District and Squadron leadership and ask 
them to join us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

PLEASE SEND 2020 – 2021 
OFFICERS, DEC, AND COMMITTEE/COMMISSION 
CHAIRMEN CONTACT INFORMATION TO ME AND 

DOC AS THEY ARE AVAILABLE 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
docsal423@gmail.com 

 
THANK YOU!!! 

 

Sons of The American Legion 
Central Region Conference Call 

7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
Phone (774) 220-4000 

Access Code 04423 
 

The Central Region holds its monthly Conference Calls 
on the Third Thursday of each month.  Please pass the 
word as we would love to have more participation. 
 
Please share this with your District and Squadron lead-
ership and ask them to join us. 

 

 
 
 
 

COVER PHOTO: The Ohio Statehouse 
http://harrisonwest.org/arbor-day-and-earth-day-celebrated-at-the-ohio-
statehouse/ 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:docsal423@gmail.com
http://harrisonwest.org/arbor-day-and-earth-day-celebrated-at-the-ohio-statehouse/
http://harrisonwest.org/arbor-day-and-earth-day-celebrated-at-the-ohio-statehouse/
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2019 – 2020 Detachment Membership Standings 
as of August 24, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI Q2 3,744 3,958 105.716 

IA Q1  4,375 4,624 105.691 

IL 14,546 14,399 98.989 

OH 31,133 29,639 95.201 

MI 24,083 22,807 94.702 

MN 11,748 11,036 93.786 

IN 39,364 36,246 92.079 

MO 3,705 2,969 80.135 

TOTALS 132,698 125,678 94.710 
Q = QUOTA – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
 = All Time High 

 
2019 – 2020 National Membership Standings 

as of August 24, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern  42,763 42,788 100.058 

Western 26,395 25,432 96.652 

Central 132,698 125,678 94.710 

Midwest 30,366 28,316 93.249 

Eastern 146,273 134,972 92.274 

TOTALS 378,495 357,186 94.370 
* = Met July 29 National Target of 105% 

-13,698 ahead of last year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 – 2020 Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of August 24, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 4,116 92.45 

IL 14,431 13,238 91.73 

OH 30,456 27,373 89.88 

WI 3,945 3,496 88.62 

MN 11,565 10,154 87.80 

MI 24,126 20,786 86.16 

IN 38,876 33,000 84.89 

MO 3,485 2,694 77.30 

TOTALS 131,336 114,857 84.45 

 
2019 – 2020 National Renewal Rates 

as of August 24, 2020 
 

REGION 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 114,857 87.45 

Eastern 144,840 124,031 85.62 

Southern 42,858 36,385 84.86 

Midwest 29,920 24,956 83.39 

Western 26,524 21,306 80.31 

TOTALS 375,540 321,535 85.62 
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2020 – 2021 Membership Report 
 

08/27/20

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Southern 42,775       6,464         (36,311)       15.112% 36,311       
Midwest 30,377       3,660         (26,717)       12.049% 26,717       
Central 132,706     11,289       (121,417)     8.507% 121,417     
Western 26,405       2,022         (24,383)       7.658% 24,383       
Eastern 146,287     4,838         (141,449)     3.307% 141,449     
TOTALS 378,550    28,273      (350,277)    7.469% 350,277    

3,475          

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Illinois * 14,547       4,070         (10,477)       27.978% 10,477       
Wisconsin * 3,745         817            (2,928)          21.816% 2,928         
Iowa 4,376         409            (3,967)          9.346% 3,967         
Indiana 39,365       3,553         (35,812)       9.026% 35,812       
Minnesota 11,749       853            (10,896)       7.260% 10,896       
Ohio 31,134       1,240         (29,894)       3.983% 29,894       
Michigan 24,084       315            (23,769)       1.308% 23,769       
Missouri 3,706         32               (3,674)          0.863% 3,674         
TOTALS 132,706    11,289      121,417      8.507% 121,417    
* Met Sept. 10, 2020 goal of 10%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Wisconsin * 3,745         817            (2,928)          21.816% 2,928         
Iowa 4,376         409            (3,967)          9.346% 3,967         
Missouri 3,706         32               (3,674)          0.863% 3,674         
TOTALS 11,827      1,258        (10,569)      32.026% 10,569      

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Illinois * 14,547       4,070         (10,477)       27.978% 10,477       
Minnesota 11,749       853            (10,896)       7.260% 10,896       
TOTALS 26,296      4,923        (21,373)      35.238% 21,373      

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Indiana 39,365       3,553         (35,812)       9.026% 35,812       
Ohio 31,134       1,240         (29,894)       3.983% 29,894       
Michigan 24,084       315            (23,769)       1.308% 23,769       
TOTALS 167,084    16,653      (150,431)    127.029% 150,431    

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

Membership ahead of 2020

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

 
 

 

2020 – 2021 
National Target Date 

September 10, 2020 

10% 
 
 

2020 – 2021 Renewal Report 
 

08/24/20

Region

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Southern 42,788       5,335          12.47% 37,453       
Central 125,678     9,037          7.19% 116,641     
Midwest 28,316       2,673          9.44% 25,643       
Western 25,432       1,429          5.62% 24,003       
Eastern 134,972     3,072          2.28% 131,900     
TOTALS 357,186    21,546       6.03% 335,640    

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Illinois 14,399       3,903          27.11% 10,496       
Wisconsin 3,958         706             17.84% 3,252         
Iowa 4,624         299             6.47% 4,325         
Indiana 36,246       2,263          6.24% 33,983       
Minnesota 11,036       638             5.78% 10,398       
Ohio 29,639       924             3.12% 28,715       
Michigan 22,807       272             1.19% 22,535       
Missouri 2,969         32                1.08% 2,937         
TOTALS 125,678    9,037         7.19% 116,641    

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Wisconsin 3,958         706             17.84% 3,252         
Iowa 4,624         299             6.47% 4,325         
Missouri 2,969         32                1.08% 2,937         
TOTALS 8,582        1,005         24.30% 7,577         

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Illinois 14,399       3,903          27.11% 10,496       
Minnesota 11,036       638             5.78% 10,398       
TOTALS 25,435      4,541         32.89% 20,894      

Detachment

2020

Total

 2021

Renewed Percent Difference
Indiana 36,246       2,263          6.24% 33,983       
Ohio 29,639       924             3.12% 28,715       
Michigan 22,807       272             1.19% 22,535       
TOTALS 88,692      3,459         10.55% 85,233      

2020 - 2021 RENEWALS

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
 

All: 
 
Just a reminder that the Month-
ly VA & R Commission confer-
ence call's date has been 
changed.  The new date for the 
VA & R NEC and Monthly con-
ference call will be as follows: 
 

AUGUST 31, 2020 - 7:00 pm CST 
1-480-297-0773 
PASSCODE # 8781497 
 
This will be our regular monthly call along with all 
Fall NEC business. 
 
Please share this information and let me know if 
you have any questions. 
 
For GOD and Country, 
 
Butch Ray, Chairman 
SAL Nat'l VA & R Commission 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Gentlemen, 
 
For the first time in the 125-year history of the Jewish 
War Veterans, they have elected a National Historian.  
That person happens to be our very own Detachment 
Historian Lou Michaels. 
 
Please join me in congratulating Lou on his election!  
Lou continues to serve as the State Commander of the 
Jewish War Veterans. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS LOU!!! 
 
Dennis J Henkemeyer, Adjutant 

Detachment of Minnesota 
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MySAL.org makes 
membership 

'simple and efficient' 
By Raymond Giehll Jr., Adjutant 

 Leo F. Welch Jr Squadron 495, Indianapolis 
MAY 18, 2020 

 

 
 

As a Squadron Adjutant, I have been using the 
MySAL.org site since its beginning a few years 
ago.  It has been a fantastic tool to keep track of 
member data, make labels for mailing, make 
needed changes to addresses and continuous 
years of membership.  The time and paperwork 
it saves has been beyond value. 
 
WOW!  They found a way to make the site even 
better and more important to the Squadrons of 
the Sons of The American Legion.  I am now 
able to transmit my Squadron’s membership 
online without leaving my Post Home or my 
own home.  I can transmit renewals and create 
new members all on the MySAL.org site.  It has 
made membership so simple and efficient.  Not 
to mention not having the cost of mailing or 
driving membership to our state headquarters. 
 
I have heard some Squadron Adjutants worry 
about giving their bank account information to 
the national organization.  I’m here to tell you 
there is nothing to worry or be concerned about 
with your account.  We have never had a prob-
lem with the membership monies being taken 
directly from our account.  It is making it even 
easier to track our Squadron’s membership 
dues and our bank account. 
 
If you are a Squadron Adjutant and are not reg-
istered on My SAL.org you’re missing a great 

opportunity to track membership and pay dues 
in a most easy and efficient process. 
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Legion Family stands ready to 
help as natural disasters progress 

The American Legion 
AUG 25, 2020 

 
Saturday will 
mark the 15th 
anniversary of 
Hurricane Katri-
na’s destructive 
landfall in Loui-
siana and Missis-
sippi.  And while 

the Gulf Coast will be spared from a devastating 
“one-two punch” of back-to-back hurricanes after 
Tropical Storm Marco weakened, the area remains 
under threat from Tropical Storm Laura. 
 
Laura could strengthen into a Category 4 hurricane 
before making landfall this week. 
 
As with other natural disasters, the American Le-
gion Family is ready to help. 
 
“Fifteen years ago, Hurricane Katrina ravished our 
Gulf Coast.  American Legion Family members eve-
rywhere responded with financial support.  Posts in 
the area quickly transitioned into relief centers and 
shelters.  Truckloads of water, clothes and other 
supplies came from all corners of The American 
Legion and made their way to the impacted areas,” 
American Legion National Commander James W. 
“Bill” Oxford said.  “It appears as if we will have an-
other busy hurricane season.  Regardless of what 
type of natural disasters lie ahead, I am confident 
that The American Legion will once again rise to 
the occasion and serve those in need.” 
 
The hurricane threat in the southeast looms as fire-
fighters continue to battle wildfires in California.  
Seven people have died from those fires, which in-
clude the second- and third-largest wildfires in 
state history in terms of acreage burned. 
 
National Emergency Fund 
The American Legion’s National Emergency Fund 
(NEF) is available to help American Legion mem-
bers and posts, and Sons of The American Legion 
members, who have been impacted by natural dis-
asters. 
 
The NEF provides up to $3,000 for Legion and SAL 
members with an active membership who have 
been displaced due to damages to their primary res-
idence, and up to $10,000 for posts that have been 
damaged by a natural disaster and whose programs 

and activities within the community are impacted. 
To apply for an NEF grant, please vis-
it www.legion.org/emergency. 
 
Since its creation in 1989 in response to the devas-
tation of Hurricane Hugo, the NEF has provided 
more than $8 million in direct financial assistance 
to American Legion and SAL members and Ameri-
can Legion posts. 
 
Donations are also accepted to fund the NEF.  One 
hundred percent of donations to the NEF directly 
help veterans and their families recover from natu-
ral disasters.  To donate to the NEF, click here. 
 
Share your stories 
American Legion posts that are helping their com-
munities affected by these or other natural disasters 
are encouraged to share their stories.  
Email wproffet@legion.org with details.  We’ll fol-
low up with you and feature those efforts on le-
gion.org and on social media. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.members.legion.org/cgi-bin/lansaweb?wam=MYLFUNDR&webrtn=wr_dropdown&ml=LANSA:XHTML&part=tal&lang=ENG+f(DON_FUND)=NEF
mailto:wproffet@legion.org

