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 Round-Up 
The Newsletter of Sons of The American Legion Central Region 

 

 

Volume 2 – Issue 42 – August 16, 2020 
 

2020 Central Region Membership 

125,493 – 94.570% 
Third Place as of August 13, 2020 

 

 

2020 Central Region Renewals 

114,694 – 87.33% 
First Place as of August 11, 2020 

Gentlemen, 
 
When you look at our membership numbers this 
week, you will see a couple different things. 
 
For 2020, we continue to bring in renewals, and for 
that we thank you. 
 
For 2021, while we may not be in first place nation-
ally, we do have something to be VERY proud of.  
Take a look at what Illinois has done so far.  I think 
you will be impressed, challenged, and appreciative 
of the hard work.  Congratulations to the Detach-
ment of Illinois for “Serving those who 
served…full steam ahead!”  Who’s next? 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact Doc 
Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 
#SALSTRONG 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 

National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 
Serving Those Who Served… 

Full Steam Ahead 

 
 

 

To All, 
 

Included in this edition are Fri-
day’s membership reports.  We 
have just under 4 weeks until the 
September 10 National Target Date 
and we are on track to exceed that 
goal.  As I said last week, we cannot 
forget those members who have 
failed to renew last year for what-
ever reason.  Please continue to 

reach out to these members and try to get them re-
newed. 
 
We really need to promote MySAL.  This is a list of 
our Region’s usage for the 2019 – 2020 member-
ship year: 
 

1. Illinois – not listed 
2. Indiana – 56 Squadrons 
3. Iowa – 14 Squadrons 
4. Michigan – 26 Squadrons 
5. Minnesota – 25 Squadrons 
6. Missouri – not listed 
7. Ohio – 80 Squadrons 
8. Wisconsin – 17 Squadrons 

 
As you can see, we have a log of room for improve-
ment.  I am not sure why Illinois and Missouri were 
not listed on the report I received from National.  If 
anyone has the information, please send to me and 
Jeff. 
 
Richard “Doc” Pfeiffer, 
National Vice-Commander Central 
 

"Serving Those Who Served... 
Full Steam Ahead” 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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2019 – 2020 Detachment Membership Standings 
as of August 13, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

IA Q1 *  4,375 4,624 105.691 

WI Q2 * 3,744 3,955 105.636 

IL 14,546 14,393 98.948 

OH 31,133 29,639 95.201 

MI 24,083 22,807 94.702 

MN 11,748 11,036 93.786 

IN 39,364 36,070 91.632 

MO 3,705 2,969 80.135 

TOTALS 132,698 125,493 94.570 
Q = QUOTA – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
 = All Time High 

* = Met July 29 National Target of 105% 

 
2019 – 2020 National Membership Standings 

as of August 13, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern  42,763 42,726 99.913 

Western 26,395 25,315 95.908 

Central 132,698 125,493 94.570 

Midwest 30,366 28,281 93.134 

Eastern 146,273 134,837 92.182 

TOTALS 378,495 356,652 994.229 
* = Met July 29 National Target of 105% 

-13,556 ahead of last year 

 
 

Sons of The American Legion 
Membership Committee Call 

6:00 PM MST 
Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds its monthly 
Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of each month.  
It is important that we get the message out to as many 
Membership Chairmen as possible.  Please share this 
with your District and Squadron leadership and ask 
them to join us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 – 2020 Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of August 3, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 4,116 92.45 

IL 14,431 13,221 91.62 

WI 3,945 3,494 88.57 

MN 11,565 10,154 87.80 

MI 24,126 20,786 86.16 

IN 38,876 32,856 84.51 

OH 30,456 27,373 89.88 

MO 3,485 2,694 77.30 

TOTALS 131,336 114,694 87.33 

 
2019 – 2020 National Renewal Rates 

as of July 28, 2020 
 

REGION 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 114,694 87.33 

Eastern 144,840 123,920 85.54 

Southern 42,858 36,312 84.69 

Midwest 29,920 24,925 83.29 

Western 26,524 21,188 79.86 

TOTALS 375,540 321,039 85.49 

 

PLEASE SEND 2020 – 2021 
OFFICERS, DEC, AND COMMITTEE/COMMISSION 
CHAIRMEN CONTACT INFORMATION TO ME AND 

DOC AS THEY ARE AVAILABLE 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
docsal423@gmail.com 

 
THANK YOU!!! 

 

Sons of The American Legion 
Central Region Conference Call 

7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
Phone (774) 220-4000 

Access Code 04423 
 

The Central Region holds its monthly Conference Calls 
on the Third Thursday of each month.  Please pass the 
word as we would love to have more participation. 
 
Please share this with your District and Squadron lead-
ership and ask them to join us. 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:docsal423@gmail.com
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2020 – 2021 Membership Report 
as of August 13, 2020 

 
08/13/20

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Southern 42,763       4,695         (38,068)       10.979% 38,068       
Midwest 30,366       2,511         (27,855)       8.269% 27,855       
Central 132,705     8,358         (124,347)     6.298% 124,347     
Western 26,395       1,341         (25,054)       5.081% 25,054       
Eastern 146,273     2,503         (143,770)     1.711% 143,770     
TOTALS 378,502    19,408      (359,094)    5.128% 359,094    

4,382          

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Illinois * 14,547       3,602         (10,945)       24.761% 10,945       
Wisconsin * 3,745         685            (3,060)          18.291% 3,060         
Indiana 39,365       2,240         (37,125)       5.690% 37,125       
Minnesota 11,749       588            (11,161)       5.005% 11,161       
Iowa 4,376         204            (4,172)          4.662% 4,172         
Ohio 31,134       806            (30,328)       2.589% 30,328       
Missouri 3,706         32               (3,674)          0.863% 3,674         
Michigan 24,084       201            (23,883)       0.835% 23,883       
TOTALS 132,706    8,358        124,348      6.298% 124,348    
* Met Sept. 10, 2020 goal of 10%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Wisconsin 3,745         985            2,760           26.302% 2,760         
Iowa 4,376         204            4,172           4.662% 4,172         
Missouri 3,706         32               3,674           0.863% 3,674         
TOTALS 11,827      1,221        10,606        31.827% 10,606      

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Illinois 14,547       3,602         (10,945)       24.761% 10,945       
Minnesota 11,749       588            (11,161)       5.005% 11,161       
TOTALS 26,296      4,190        (22,106)      29.766% 22,106      

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Difference
Indiana 39,364       2,240         (37,124)       5.690% 37,124       
Ohio 31,134       806            (30,328)       2.589% 30,328       
Michigan 24,084       201            (23,883)       0.835% 23,883       
TOTALS 94,582      3,247        (91,335)      9.114% 91,335      

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

Membership ahead of 2020

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

 
 

2020 – 2021 
National Target Date 

September 10, 2020 

10% 
 

2020 – 2021 Renewal Report 
as of August 11, 2020 

 
08/11/20

Region

2020

Total Renewed Percent Difference
Southern 42,726       3,646          8.53% 39,080       
Central 125,493     6,689          5.33% 118,804     
Midwest 28,281       1,277          4.52% 27,004       
Western 25,315       827             3.27% 24,488       
Eastern 134,837     1,474          1.09% 133,363     
TOTALS 356,652    13,913       3.90% 342,739    

Detachment

2020

Total Actual Percent Difference
Illinois 14,393       3,452          23.98% 10,941       
Wisconsin 3,955         382             9.66% 3,573         
Minnesota 11,036       482             4.37% 10,554       
Indiana 36,070       1,470          4.08% 34,600       
Iowa 4,624         152             3.29% 4,472         
Ohio 29,639       597             2.01% 29,042       
Missouri 2,969         27                0.91% 2,942         
Michigan 22,807       127             0.56% 22,680       
TOTALS 125,493    6,689         5.33% 118,804    

Detachment

2020

Total Actual Percent Difference
Wisconsin 3,955         382             9.66% 3,573         
Iowa 4,624         152             3.29% 4,472         
Missouri 2,969         27                0.91% 2,942         
TOTALS 11,548      561             13.86% 10,987      

Detachment

2020

Total Actual Percent Difference
Illinois 14,393       3,452          23.98% 10,941       
Minnesota 11,036       482             4.37% 10,554       
TOTALS 25,429      3,934         28.35% 21,495      

Detachment

2020

Total Actual Percent Difference
Indiana 36,070       1,470          4.08% 34,600       
Ohio 29,639       597             2.01% 29,042       
Michigan 22,807       127             0.56% 22,680       
TOTALS 88,516      2,194         6.65% 86,322      

Blue Division

2020 - 2021 RENEWALS

Red Division

White Division
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2020-2021 Central Region 
Membership Program 

 

 
 
 
 

2020 – 2021 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

August 28, 2020 
100% 

 

Who’s next? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Commander Clint Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

• RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

• Renewal rate above 95% 

• Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-
vention in Louisville, KY 

• Recognize our achievements 

• Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 

• National Emergency Fund $100,000 

• Soldiers Wish   $100,000 

• Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 

• Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 

• Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 
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National Commander 
Clint Bolt’s Goal 

National Convention 
August 30, 2020 

105% 
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Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
 

Good News Everyone! 
 
Please see the information below and follow the 
link to this news release! 
 
If all goes well, all members of The American Le-
gion Family may soon be able to volunteer in per-
son once again at VA Medical Centers and Clinics! 
 
Please pass this information along. 
 
For GOD and Country, 
 
Butch Ray, Chairman 
SAL National VA & R Commission 
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Lights!  Camera!  Action! 
Next TALMA virtual training 

focuses on video 

 
 
Dear TALMA members, 
 
I hope you are enjoying The American Legion Me-
dia Alliance monthly virtual training sessions as 
much as I am.  In July, we hosted a popular session 
on best practices for social media, which followed 
the debut in June that addressed how to get your 
post’s events in local media.  Replays of both are 
available in TALMA’s private Facebook group. 
 
 
During the one-hour session on social media, De-
partment of Michigan Public Relations Director 
Mark Sutton and Holly Lewis, adjutant of Post 557 
in Wintersville, Ohio, presented useful information 
for participants and answered a dozen or so ques-
tions from them. 
 
We will continue to keep these sessions interactive.  
Up next is a virtual training session on best practic-
es for shooting and editing video.  It will be 
held Wednesday, Aug. 26 at 7:00 p.m. East-
ern via Zoom. If you have questions you would like 
to submit beforehand or suggested topics to be ad-
dressed, feel free to email them in advance. During 
the session, participants will be able to type ques-
tions into the chat window. 
 
The session will feature panelists Ken Kraetzer, ex-
ecutive director of Sons of The American Legion 
Radio in New York, and Ben Mikesell, the staff vis-
ual journalist for The American Legion.  Media and 
Communications Deputy Director Henry Howard 
will moderate once again. 
 
In the coming months, we plan to cover other topics 
such as how to improve your post’s newsletter, in-
terviewing and story writing tips, creating graphics 
for your social media platforms, and podcasting. 
Also please note that we have not forgotten about 
the contest entries.  National Headquarters staff 
continues to work almost exclusively at home.  The 

entries have been categorized and are in the Media 
and Communications office.  We will have the en-
tries judged and winners announced as soon as 
possible.  We appreciate your patience.  
 
Thank you for all that you do on behalf of The 
American Legion Family, our veterans, their fami-
lies, and communities throughout this great nation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Walter Ivie, Chairman 
The American Legion 
National Media Association 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.legionemail.com/t/39983631/1545977218/83301547/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDcxMDIwX1RBTE0&x=bfe984bb
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39983631/1545977218/83301547/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDcxMDIwX1RBTE0&x=bfe984bb
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39983631/1545977218/84117459/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDcxMDIwX1RBTE0&x=2ce2eea3
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39983631/1545977218/84514064/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDcxMDIwX1RBTE0&x=a72e03a9
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39983631/1545977218/84514064/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDcxMDIwX1RBTE0&x=a72e03a9
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39983631/1545977218/84514064/1/84772/?f5d63f87=MDcxMDIwX1RBTE0&x=7280825f
mailto:talma@legion.org?subject=TALMA%20virtual%20training%20session
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Gentlemen, 
 

As the 2019-2020 year 
comes to end, I want to give 
you an end of the year re-
port for the Detachment of 
Iowa Sons of The American 
Legion.  Even in a Global 

Pandemic, Iowa shined and showed our determina-
tion and showed Iowa Strong.  I cannot be prouder 
of what was accomplished, and when I was elected, 
if you would have told me what we would have 
done, I would have laughed.  You all did the work, 
and I want to thank you for all of your hard work.  
We streamlined the meetings, made them more 
fun, and engageable.  I would like to attribute to 
past members coming back to the Detachment on 
this.  The following items are what the Detachment 
of Iowa accomplished last year: 
 

• Membership – 4,624 members for 105.691% 

• Renewals – 4,116 members for 92.45% 

• 8 New Squadrons Chartered 

• All Time High in Membership 

• Child Welfare Foundation Donations Doubled 

• Triple Nickel Award 
• Iowa leads the Nation in Triple Nickel Awards at 5 in the 

last 10 years 

• 1st In Central Region in Membership 

• 1st in Central Region in Renewals  
 
The Triple Nickel Award is having Membership at 
105%, Renewals at 85%, and 5 new Chartered 
Squadrons by July 1st.  We accomplished that by 
the middle of June.  We even had a member of the 
Iowa Sons receive a National Award.  Past National 
Vice-Commander Dennis Theobold was selected as 
the George B. Evans Award Recipient.  That is 
awarded for a member who has performed out-
standing service and made significant contributions 
of time and effort in Grassroots Veteran Advocacy 
work in Legislative Affairs.  I want to Congratulate 
Dennis on this well-deserved award.  I will present 
his award at our Fall DEC if we have it, or I may 
travel to Muscatine to present it.  Dennis is some-
one who holds the passion and desire to keep the 
Detachment moving forward in all matters of Legis-
lative Affairs.  He is someone I look up to and for 
council on these matters.   
 

Our Membership goal for Membership is 4,376 
members, and the first deadline is September 11, 
for 10%.  We are currently at 3%, but we also have 
not received renewals yet either, so get the word out 
and let's get this year going.  I want to try and 
achieve a Renewal rate of 95%, and raise $5,000 for 
CWF, and $5,000 for NEF.   I have all the confi-
dence in you gentlemen and look forward to anoth-
er year of working with you.  You all are the best 
group any Commander could ask for, I am grateful. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
 
Mike Monserud, Commander 
Detachment of Iowa 
National Legislative Commission 
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‘Sons for Kids’ aprons support 
Child Welfare Foundation 

The American Legion 
JUL 28, 2020 

 
The Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion “Sons for 
Kids” aprons are availa-
ble to order individually 
or by bulk.  The suggest-
ed donation per apron is 
$20 – 100 percent of 
donations support 
grants provided by the 
American Legion Child 
Welfare Foundation 
(CWF). 
 

CWF awards grants to nonprofits that contribute to 
the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual wel-
fare of children. 
 
The donation fee does not include shipping costs 
provided by The American Legion.  Additional do-
nations are accepted, and appreciated, for shipping. 
 
To order “Sons for Kids” aprons, you can send 
payment by mail to: 
 
The American Legion 
C/O CWF 
P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
Please make sure the number of aprons you are re-
questing is listed in the memo section of the check.  
Also include the address as to where you would like 
the aprons shipped to.  If no address is provided, 
the aprons will be shipped to the address listed on 
the check. 
 
Apron purchases also can be made online 
at www.cwf-inc.org/ by clicking on the donate tab. 
List the number of aprons requested in the tribute 
section. 
 
All donations for the “Sons of Kids” aprons will 
count toward CWF awards at the end of the pro-
gram year in May 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.cwf-inc.org/

