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The desecration of national war memorials, which 
honor veterans of all races, is an absolute disgrace.  
The heroes honored by these monuments fought for 
social justice and freedom for all. 
 
Moreover, America’s veterans, who witnessed hor-
rific violence in theaters around the world, should 
not have to see the same death and destruction here 
at home.  
 

The American Le-
gion has always be-
lieved in equality for 
all.  We also believe 
in the decency of the 
vast majority of law 
enforcement offic-

ers.  Those who break the law, whether they are po-
lice officers or violent protesters, should be arrested 
and prosecuted. 

 
America, you can do better than this.” 

 
 
Dear American Legion Family Members 

and Friends, 
 

In this era of uncertainty, one thing remains 
absolute: No community service organization 
responds more effectively in times of despair 
than The American Legion. 
 
The coronavirus has placed barricades around 
nearly every facet of our way of life in America.  
It has halted social gatherings, closed our 
schools and many businesses, and threatened 
our nation’s blood supply. 
 
But American Legion Family members have 
admirably served our communities, states, and 
nation through this turbulent time.  And per-
haps there was no greater evidence of this than 
on our most hallowed holiday, Memorial Day.  
 
Post members were active in their communities 
by making sure that flags adorned the graves of 
veterans.  In Bozeman, Mont., American Le-
gion Post 14 placed more than 2,500 flags on 
gravesites.  “It’s a pretty special time to gather 
with others in this community and it gives us 
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all, especially those of us who’ve served, a mo-
ment to thank the community for the way they 
support us year after year when we do the 
events this week," Post 14 Legionnaire Rick 
Gale said. 
 
Legion Family members and community 
friends from around the nation joined me in 
honoring the fallen at dusk in the first Candles 
of Honor. I look forward to growing this into an 
annual tradition.  
 
And American Legion posts continued to help 
families get food safely.  
 
Flag Day, too, will be a different celebration 
this year.  Gone will be face-to-face lessons in 
flag etiquette that Legionnaires regularly pro-
vide to Sons of The American Legion members, 
Boy Scouts, and other youth groups.  And Flag 
Day ceremonies will be different, perhaps vir-
tual or scaled back to adhere to social distanc-
ing norms. 
 
But these obstacles won’t deter The American 
Legion from continuing to serve our communi-
ties.  We adapt.  We overcome. 
 
Keep sharing the stories of how your post is 
persevering during these challenging times on 
our Legiontown page and let us know how 
you plan to honor Flag Day this year.  
 
There are many other ways that Legionnaires 
can have a meaningful impact on their com-
munities while adhering to social distancing 
guidelines.  Among them:  
 

• Keep checking on veterans in your commu-
nities to see if they need any assistance.  If 
you have not already, please refer-
ence the new Buddy Check kit, which has 
been enhanced to better serve senior mem-
bers of our veteran community, who are at 
the highest risk of COVID-19.  

• Work with your local American Red Cross 
chapter on sponsoring a blood drive to help 
fill the critical need. 

 

 
 
Stay safe, my friends and comrades. 
 
For God and country, 

 
James W. “Bill” Oxford 
National Commander 

 

Pray for America 
 

Heavenly Father, We Pray: 
 
To those who have taken up 
arms in anger or revenge or 
even in the cause of justice, 
grant the grace of conver-
sion to the path of peaceful 
dialogue and constructive col-
laboration. 

 
To the innocent who live in the shadow of war and 
terror, especially the frightened children, be a shel-
ter and strength, their haven and hope. 
 
And to those who have already lost their lives as 
victims of human cruelty and chemical warfare, 
open wide your arms and enfold them all in the 
embrace of your compassion, healing, and everlast-
ing life, 
 
In your name, AMEN. 
 
Rodney Tolbert, National Chaplain 
Sons of The American Legion 
 
“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down 
his life for his friends.” – John 15:13  
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The situation in our nation should be a matter of 
concern for all citizens.  In the midst of a global 
health pandemic, chaos has taken to the streets in 
the form of riots in cities across our great nation.  
Many of these riots have started as peaceful pro-
tests, a right protected under the Constitution.  The 
message is clear, people want change.  There is also 
a clear message, some people want destruction, 
vandalism, and confusion.  The chaos and riots 
have been caused by small groups of people who 
may have a different agenda.  How can we help? 
 
As Sons of The American Legion, we are obligated 
“to uphold and defend the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States of America.”  We must do this “to main-
tain law and order.” 
 
How do we do this?  We need to do whatever we 
can “to foster and perpetuate a true spirit of Ameri-
can ism.”  We must “inculcate a sense of obligation 
to the Community, State, and Nation.” 
 
To help get the message of the day out, we should 
strive “to combat the autocracy of both the classes 
and the masses” as we “safeguard and transmit to 
posterity the principles of justice, freedom, and 
democracy” and “consecrate and sanctify our 
friendship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.” 
 
These words have never meant so much, not only to 
Sons of The American Legion, the entire American 
Legion Family, but to our nation. 
 
I believe in and support the First Amendment of the 
Constitution.  I believe in peaceful protest.  I believe 
in freedom of speech and freedom of the press.  I 
believe in America! 
 
What I don’t believe in is destruction, vandalism, 
assault.  I don’t want to see buildings and monu-
ments spray painted.  I don’t want people to be 
afraid.  I don’t want a strain to be placed on public 
services, including police, fire, EMS, public works.  
I don’t want to have our military placed in cities 
across our country.  I want peace!  I want equality!  
I want justice!  I want freedom!  I want democracy! 
 
Let’s all work TOGETHER to keep the United 
States of America the greatest country on the plan-
et.  We are a country that has been through a lot in 
its history.  Let’s not forget that history.  If we all 
work TOGETHER, things will improve, and we will 
be united again. 
 
We are ONE Nation under God. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Ten days and counting.  That’s how much time we 
have to reach the June 17 National Target Date of 
100%.  I KNOW WE CAN DO IT!!! 
 
If we have members who have not renewed yet, 
now is the time to go ask why.  If he needs help, 
help him.  If there was a misunderstanding, fix it.  
We need to make each member feel needed and 
important.  Who’s next? 
 

For those who have or are 
close to making quota, please 
don’t forget the Central Re-
gion Challenge Date of 110% 

on June 30.  One way 
we can all hit this goal 
is by making sure we 
have all of our renew-
als taken care of.  Re-
newals are necessary 
to keep our organiza-
tion moving forward.  
Just as important are 
our new members. 
 
If you are planning a 
“last push” please let 
me know and I will 
help however I can.  
We all want to hit quo-
ta, so why not this 
week.  Who’s next? 
 

Central Region 
SAL 

Membership 

122,018 
Third Place 

91.952% 
as of June 4, 2020 

 

Central Region 
SAL 

Renewals 

110,764 
First Place 

84.34% 
as of the June 1, 2020 
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Keep up the awesome work!!! 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact Doc 
Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 
#SALSTRONG 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 

National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 
"Serving Those Who Served... 

…Full Steam Ahead" 

 
 

Detachment Membership Standings 
as of June 4, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

IA Q1 * 4,375 4,551 104.023 

WI Q2 * 3,744 3,828 102.244 

OH 31,133 29,206 93.810 

IL 14,546 13,636 93.744 

MI 24,083 22,233 92.318 

MN 11,748 10,710 91.164 

IN 39,364 35,046 89.031 

MO 3,705 2,808 75.789 

TOTALS 132,698 122,018 91.952 
Q = QUOTA – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
* = Met June 17 National Target of 100% 
^ = Met June 30 Central Region Challenge of 110% 

 
 

National Membership Standings 
as of May 28, 2020 

 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern  42,763 41,251 96.464 

Western 26,395 24,528 92.927 

Central 132,698 122,018 91.952 

Midwest 30,366 27,470 90.463 

Eastern 146,273 131,784 90.095 

TOTALS 378,495 347,051 90.095 
* = Met June 17 National Target of 100% 

-11,090 ahead of last year 

 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of June 1, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 4,013 90.14 

OH 30,456 26,732 87.77 

WI 3,945 3,395 86.06 

IL 14,431 12,282 85.11 

MN 11,565 9,833 85.02 

MI 24,126 20,229 83.85 

IN 38,876 37,790 81.77 

MO 3,485 2,490 71.45 

TOTALS 131,336 110,764 84.34 
 

National Renewal Rates 
as of June 1, 2020 

 

REGION 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 110,764 84.34 

Eastern 144,840 120,778 83.37 

Southern 42,858 34,813 81.19 

Midwest 29,920 24,155 80.72 

Western 26,524 20,488 77.22 

TOTALS 375,540 310,998 82.81 

 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

June 17, 2020 

100% 
REVISED 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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National Commander Clint Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 

 
The National Membership Committee holds its monthly 
Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of each month.  
It is important that we get the message out to as many 
Membership Chairmen as possible.  Please share this 
with your District and Squadron leadership and ask 
them to join us. 

 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90%  ✓ 
APRIL 1   95%   ✓ 
MAY 1    100%✓ 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 

 

 
 

Longtime 
National Judge Advocate 

Philip B. Onderdonk passes 
The American Legion 

JUN 02, 2020 

 
Philip B. Onderdonk Jr., 
who served 35 years as 
American Legion national 
judge advocate, passed 
away June 1 after a valiant 
battle with cancer.  He was 
77. 
 
The U.S. Army veteran of 
the Vietnam War and 

member of American Legion Post 183 in Parkville, 
Md., retired in 2018 from the national office he had 
held since 1983.  He was the eighth national judge 
advocate in the organization’s history and the long-
est-serving constitutional officer. 
 
As chief legal counsel for The American Legion, 
Onderdonk Jr. ensured that the organization’s Na-
tional Constitution and Bylaws were upheld; the 
American Legion emblem was protected; national 
meetings were properly conducted; contracts and 
media releases were reviewed for legal compliance; 
and friend-of-the-court – amicus curiae – briefs 
were filed in support of positions, policies and reso-
lutions from the nation’s largest organization of 
wartime veterans. 
 
Onderdonk Jr.’s work to protect military and veter-
ans memorials and monuments that contain reli-
gious symbols was nationally recognized in 2015.  
That year, at The American Legion National Con-
vention in Baltimore, Liberty Legal Institute pre-
sented him with the first Philip B. Onderdonk Jr. 
Religious Freedom Award, which continues to be 
presented annually by the institute. 
 
“This award is for those that have given sacrifice 
and had success in defending what our founders 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
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called our first freedom – religious freedom,” Liber-
ty Legal Institute President and CEO Kelly Shackel-
ford said when Onderdonk Jr. was surprised with 
the first award named in his honor. “(Onderdonk) 
has been instrumental in leadership and what The 
American Legion has done in standing to defend 
attacks against veterans memorials across our 
country.” 
 
During his tenure, Onderdonk Jr. was also deeply 
involved with legislation that created the U.S. Court 
of Veterans Appeals in 1988, giving veterans judi-
cial recourse to dispute VA disability claims deci-
sions. 
National American Legion officers and staff who 
worked with Onderdonk Jr. remember him for his 
civility, legal knowledge, devotion to The American 
Legion and wit. 
 
“Phil was a friend who would do anything in the 
world to help you when needed,” American Legion 
National Adjutant Daniel S. Wheeler said.  “He was 
loyal, loved The American Legion, and was a kind 
and gentle man.  He had a great sense of humor 
and loved telling the same jokes over and over.  It 
was part of his charm.  I will miss him.” 
 
U.S. Navy veteran Kevin J. Bartlett was appointed 
national judge advocate on Jan. 1, 2018, to succeed 
Onderdonk Jr.  “On June 1, 2020, The American 
Legion lost a great man who I was fortunate enough 
to call my colleague and friend,” Bartlett said.  
“From the first time we met in 2002 until the last 
time we talked, we had numerous conversations, 
debates and discussions regarding so many legal 
issues.  I will miss him and those talks.” 
 
Onderdonk Jr. continued to serve as a legal con-
sultant for the organization until August 2018. 
 
At the time he announced his retirement, Onder-
donk Jr. reflected on his time with The American 
Legion National Headquarters.  That interview and 
video can be viewed here. 
 
Condolences to his surviving wife Ann may be sent 
to: Ann Onderdonk, c/o American Legion National 
Judge Advocate’s Office, PO Box 1055, Indianapo-
lis, IN, 46206. 
 

 
 

Celebrate Flag Day, June 14 
The American Legion 

 
Flag Day is next Sunday, and The American Legion 
– a great flag advocate from its beginning – has 
plenty of resources available to help celebrate. 
 

A guidelined speech for 
Flag Day is availa-
ble online for Legion 
members to use during 
their community cele-
brations, or post cere-

monies, and emphasize what the organization rep-
resents. They are not meant to be recited verbatim; 
members are greatly encouraged to amend them to 
fit the situation. 
 
Other American Legion resources for posts to use 
on Flag Day include the U.S. Flag Code and “Let’s 
Be Right on Flag Etiquette” booklet for purchase; 
and the Flag Advocacy subsection on the national 
website, which discusses flag FAQs, myths and 
more. 
 
The annual Pause for the Pledge will take place at 
7:00 p.m. EDT.  Click here to read the National 
Commander’s Message from the June issue of The 
American Legion Magazine, “The flag’s meaning to 
our forefathers.” 
 

 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/membership/240376/philip-b-onderdonk-jr-retiring-after-35-years
http://www.legion.org/publications/160983/flag-day-speech
http://www.legion.org/publications/160915/flag-code
http://www.legion.org/publications/160918/lets-be-right-flag-etiquette
http://www.legion.org/publications/160918/lets-be-right-flag-etiquette
http://www.legion.org/flag
http://www.legion.org/magazine/222398/flag%E2%80%99s-meaning-our-forefathers
https://www.legion.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/americanlegionHQ
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionhq
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
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Legislative Update 
 

Grassroots 
 
The National Legislative Divi-
sion (NLD) uses VoterVoice as 
its advocacy platform for con-
necting American Legion mem-
bers with members of Congress.  
From May 25th to May 29th, 
2020 one hundred and forty-

three (143) member subscribed to receive action 
alerts while three (3) unsubscribed. There are 
now 22,214 members and supporters signed 
up to receive action alerts. Projected effec-
tiveness of our next advocacy alert cam-
paign is minimal without further support. 
 
On Tuesday, June 2nd, the President of the United 
States sent a memorandum to the Secretary of De-
fense authorizing the extension of Title 32 orders 
for members of the National Guard until August 21, 
2020.  This will allow for our Guardsmen to receive 
their well-deserved educational and retirement 
benefits that vest at 90 days.  The NLD ended its 
grassroots campaign entitled Commander: Extend 
the National Guard on Friday, June 5th. The 
campaign resulted in a total of 227 messages 
sent from our members to 57 congressional 
offices.  Of the 203 members that took ac-
tion, 200 were first time advocates and 3 
had taken action on a previous Legion 
grassroots campaign. 
  
Voter Voice Link!! 
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/AmericanLegi
on/home 
 

Serving Those Who Served.... 
Continuing the Legacy 

  
Thomas Deal, Chairman 
National Legislative Commission 
Sons of The American Legion 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/AmericanLegion/home
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/AmericanLegion/home


8 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up – June 7, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


