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Gentlemen, 
 
Congratulations to the Detachment of Wisconsin 
for reaching quota, with 3.772 members for 
100.748%.  Wisconsin is now the second Detach-
ment in the Central Region to reach quota.  Wis-
consin is #SALSTRONG!  Who’s next? 
 

The Central Region Chal-
lenge Date of 100% member-
ship on May 1 is only twelve 
days away.  Everyone can 
reach this goal with some 

hard work.  I understand that it is more difficult 
during our national crisis, but we need to reach out 
and contract our members.  Ask they why they ha-
ven’t renewed and ask them to send it to you right 
away.  Better yet, go pick it up (while maintaining 
social distancing).  Who’s next?   

 
As more Detachments, 
Districts, and Squad-
rons cancel their con-
ventions, conferences, 
and meetings and re-
tain their Offices and 
Commit-
tee/Commission 
Chairmen for the 21-
20 year, you can take 
time to “restart” your 
year.  What did you do 

this year that you wish you had done differently?  
What programs did you want to support but didn’t 
have time?  Was your recruiting, retention, and re-
instatement where you wanted it to be?  Now is 
your chance.  Make your plans to do things differ-
ently as your term continues.  If something worked, 
keep it, and expand upon it.  If something didn’t go 
exactly how you had planned, make your adjust-
ments, and try again.  The possibilities are endless 
and unprecedented.  Lets all take advantage of it! 
 
Something else you can do is begin planning now 
for the opening of America again.  Soon, businesses 
will start to reopen.  Posts and Canteens may be 
included in these openings.  Are you ready?  What 
have you done to help get ready, and what will you 
do when things are open? 
 
Something else to consider is publicizing EVERY-
THING you are doing for your community during 
this national crisis.  Sons of The American Legion 
always step up to help Veterans, children, and our 
communities.  If you are having a cookout for po-
lice, fire, EMTs, etc., let the world know.  Let me 
know and I will publish it here.  We need to keep 
ourselves in the eye of the public.  We need to make 
Sons of The American Legion more known nation-
ally, as well as in our own communities.  We need 
to blow our own horn!  If you do something, tell 
everyone about it.  When we do, we can expect 
more support the next time we do something and 
can use it as a recruiting tool to increase our mem-
bership. 

Membership 
116,944 

Third Place 
88.128% 

as of April 8, 2020 

 

Renewals 
106,583 
Second Place 

81.15% 
as of the April 6, 2020 
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As always, please do not hesitate to contact Doc 
Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 
 

 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
 

Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership 

Committee 
Central Region Chairman 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 

#SALSTRONG 

 
 

Detachment Membership Standings 
as of April 17, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI Q2 *^ 3,744 3,772 100.748% 

IA Q1 *^ 4,375 4,398 100.526% 

OH 31,133 27,945 89.760% 

MI 24,083 21,403 88.872% 

IL 14,546 12,837 88.051% 

MN 11,748 10,156 86.449% 

IN 39,364 33,724 85.672% 

MO 3,705 2,709 73.117% 

TOTALS 132,698 116,944 88.128% 
Q = QUOTA – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 
^ = Met May 1 Central Region Challenge of 100% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of April 17, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern 42,763 39,038 91.289% 

Western 26,395 23,731 89.907% 

Central 132,698 116,944 88.128% 

Midwest 30,366 26,644 87.743% 

Eastern 146,273 128,374 87.763% 

TOTALS 378,495 334,731 88.734 
-251 ahead of last year 

 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90%  ✓ 
APRIL 1   95%   ✓ 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 
 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of April 13, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 3,933 88.34% 

OH 30,456 25,879 84.97% 

WI 3,945 3,307 83.83% 

MN 11,565 9,418 81.44% 

IL 14,431 11,672 80.88% 

MI 24,126 19,223 79.68% 

IN 38,876 30,683 78.93% 

MO 3,485 2,468 70.82% 

TOTALS 131,336 106,583 81.15% 
 
 

 
 

 

National Renewal Rates 
as of April 13, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Eastern 144,840 117,671 81.23% 

Central 131,317 106,583 81.15% 

Midwest 29,920 23,399 78.19% 

Southern 42,858 33,169 77.36% 

Western 26,524 19,750 74.44% 

TOTALS 375,540 300,572 81.23% 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

May 12, 2020 

90% 
REVISED 

 
 
It’s with profound sadness and a heavy heart to 
regretfully inform you of the passing of Iris Ro-
bichaux.  Ms. Robichaux is the mother of our 
friend & Sons of The American Legion Past Na-
tional Commander Byron Robichaux. 
  
Please keep Byron and Byron’s family in your 
thoughts and prayers during this tragic time. 
  
Cards of condolence can be sent to: 
  
Byron J. Robichaux 
P.O. Box 3234 
Houma, LA 70361-3234 

 
 

 
 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 
 

Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition 😊Thanks 
Illinois  February 2 edition 😊Thanks 
Missouri February 9 edition ☹ 
Iowa  February 16 edition ☹ 
Michigan February 23 edition 😊Thanks 
Indiana March 1 edition ☹ 
Ohio  March 8 edition ☹ 
Minnesota March 15 edition ☹ 
 

There’s still time if you didn’t have your 
Detachment feature published yet!!! 

 

 
 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
Online Meeting 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds its 
monthly Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of 
each month.  It is important that we get the mes-
sage out to as many Membership Chairmen as pos-
sible.  Please share this with your District and 
Squadron leadership and ask them to join us. 

 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
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Gentlemen, 
 
I hope all are staying safe and fol-
lowing Federal, State, and local 
guidelines related to the COVID-
19 pandemic.  
 
As many are affected by this pan-
demic, let us not forget our not-
for-profit foundations who pro-

vide services for our youth.  Most such organiza-
tions, operations run on a shoestring budget as it is, 
and many may be struggling.  Please encourage 
them to apply for the 2021 Child Welfare Founda-
tion grants.  Attached are the application guidelines 
for grant submission.  The submission window is 
from May 1, 2020 to July 15,2020. 
 
Please share this with organizations in your com-
munity.  What better way to show how CWF can 
impact your community and how important the 
donations you give are! 
 
For more information regarding CWF, please go to 
the CWF website : http://www.cwf-inc.org/ 
 
In Comradeship, 
 
Mark Nave, Chairman 
Child Welfare Foundation 
 
"Serving those who served...full steam ahead" 
 
NOTE: A fillable PDF application is available at: 
 
https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/CWF_Gra
nt_Application_2020.pdf 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.cwf-inc.org/
https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/CWF_Grant_Application_2020.pdf
https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/CWF_Grant_Application_2020.pdf
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The American Legion 
Child Welfare Foundation 

 
Established in 1954, The American Legion Child 
Welfare Foundation was developed as a repository 
of funds from individuals who wished to contribute 
to the betterment of children in this country.  Our 
foremost philanthropic priority is to contribute to 
the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual wel-
fare of children and youth by aiding progress in the 
field of child welfare through dissemination of 
knowledge about research, studies, surveys, pro-
jects, or by supporting programs and activities ben-
efiting the welfare of children and youth. 
 
Not all American children grow up inside the com-
fortable definition of normal childhood develop-
ment.  For thousands, each day is a challenge 
marked by pain, prayer, and perseverance.  Many of 
these children require specialized care.  To over-
come their obstacles, they need help from you and 
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. 
100% Banner Program 
 
Banner Order Form 2019 - 2020 

 
 

Thank You to the Detachment of Michigan for 
providing this copy of its Resolution cancelling the 
Detachment Convention, and Emergency Constitu-
tion and Bylaws.  Please direct questions and 
comments to Detachment Adjutant Hamilton. 
 

 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
Please read and respond to this message from De-
tachment Judge Advocate, Dominic Merlington. 
 
Steve Hamilton, Adjutant 
Detachment of Michigan 
then.again@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/Banner_Order_Form_2020.pdf
mailto:then.again@yahoo.com
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MEMORANDUM 
 
FROM: Anthony W. Wright, 
  SAL National Adjutant 
TO:  SAL National Executive 

Committee 
  SAL National Commission /  

Committee Chairmen 
SAL Detachment Commanders 
SAL Detachment Adjutants 

DATE: April 15, 2020 
SUBJECT: SAL 2020 National [Convention]  

Awards  
 

In light of the cancellation of 
the 49th National Convention 
scheduled for August 28-30, 
2020 in Louisville, Kentucky, 
we have received several in-
quiries as to how we will han-
dle the awards normally pre-
sented at the National Con-

vention.  This memo intends to answer those 
questions. 
 
REMINDER: 
▪ The 90% membership target date has been 

changed to May 13, 2020. 
▪ The 100% membership target date has been 

changed to June 17, 2020. 
▪ The 105% membership target date remains 

July 29, 2020. 
 

• Membership Committee 
o Quota Detachment Award -> 100% Tar-

get Date is now June 17, 2020 
o Hartline Award -> New charters dead-

line remains June 30, 2020 
o Triple Nickel Award -> Deadline re-

mains July 1, 2020 
o All other award cutoff dates remain July 

29, 2020 (105% target) 
• Child Welfare Foundation Committee 

o The Foundation’s donation year is un-
changed. 

o All awards will be based upon donations 
received at National Headquarters by 
Friday, May 29, 2020. 
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• National History Contest Awards 
o Submission deadline remains July 15, 

2020 at National Headquarters 
Still determining how we can judge the 
entries 

• Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commit-
tee Awards 
o Best VA&R Report Awards (based on 

CSR data as of July 29, 2020) 
o Charles B. Rigsby Volunteer of the Year 

Award -> deadline remains July 29, 
2020 

o VA&R Chairman will receive CSR data 
and Rigsby submissions ASAP for his 
Commission to review / determine 
winners via conference call 

• Americanism Committee Awards 
o Atwood-Beyea-York Memorial Award 

(based on CSR data as of July 29, 2020) 
▪ Americanism Chairman will receive 

CSR data ASAP for his Commission 
to review / determine winners via 
conference call 

o Highest NEF Per Capita Donation by 
Region 

▪ The NEF’s donation year is un-
changed. 

▪ Awards will be based upon donations 
received at National Headquarters by 
June 30, 2020. 

o Community Service Scrapbook Contest 
Awards 

▪ Submission deadline remains July 
15, 2020 at National Headquarters 
Still determining how we can judge 
the entries 

o Legacy Scholarship Fund Awards by Re-
gion 

▪ Submission deadline remains June 
30, 2020 at National Headquarters 

▪ 2020 Boys Nation Scholarships -> 
2020 program cancelled (no awards) 

▪ 2020 Junior Shooting Sports Schol-
arship -> 2020 program cancelled 
(no awards) 

• Children & Youth Committee Awards 
o Best Regional Squadron C&Y Report 

(based on CSR data as of July 29, 2020) 
o Best Overall C&Y Report (based on CSR 

data as of July 29, 2020) 

C&Y Chairman will receive CSR data 
ASAP for his Committee to review / de-
termine winners via conference call 

o The American Legion Endowment Fund 
– Detachment Awards 
▪ The Fund’s donation year is un-

changed. 
▪ Awards will be based upon donations 

received at National Headquarters by 
July 1, 2020. 

• Legislative Commission Award 
o George B. Evans Grassroots Veterans’ 

Advocate of the Year Award 
▪ Submission deadline remains July 

29, 2020 at National Headquarters 
Legislative Chairman will receive all 
submissions ASAP for his Commis-
sion to review / determine the win-
ner via conference call 

• Public & Media Communications Commis-
sion Awards 
o Snapshots of Service Award 

▪ Submission deadline remains July 29, 
2020 at National Headquarters 
P&MCC Chairman will receive all 
submissions ASAP for his Commis-
sion to review / determine winners 
via conference call 

• National Color Guard Contest Award 
o No National Convention this year means 

no color guard contest, and, therefore, 
no awards will be presented 

 
Since we will not be gathering for the conven-
tion, all of this year’s awards will be sent to the 
recipient’s Detachment Headquarters for dis-
tribution and/or presentation. 
 
Any questions on the awards please call/email 
National Assistant Adjutant’s Scott Thornton at 
419-467-4659 
(email: saladjutant@ohiolegion.com) or Bob 
Avery 585-755-0408 
(email: rjf.avery@rochester.rr.com) 
 
Regards, 
 
Anthony W. Wright 
National Adjutant 
Sons of The American Legion 

 
 

mailto:saladjutant@ohiolegion.com
mailto:rjf.avery@rochester.rr.com
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Legislative Update 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
All, 
  
The current/revised SAL Na-
tional Administrative manual 
has also uploaded to 
www.legion.org/sons/publicat
ions  for your reference. 
  

Feel free to contact National 
SAL Liaison, Ken George 
at kgeorge@legion.org should 
you have any questions. 
  

Thank You, 
  
Brian Compton 

Internal Affairs/SAL & Membership 

Charters Clerk 

The American Legion National Headquarters 

P.O. Box 1055 

Indianapolis, IN  46206-1055 

317.630.1205 (office/fax) 

317.630.1413 (fax) 
 

“Veterans Strengthening America” 

 
 

http://www.legion.org/sons/publications
http://www.legion.org/sons/publications
mailto:kgeorge@legion.org
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  This section is for sharing information from government 
and health officials related to COVID-19.  It is not intended to be a directive 
from The American Legion or Sons of The American Legion, unless other-
wise noted by National Headquarters.  Please follow the instructions from 
officials in your area. 

 
The American Legion has created an information 

center for updates related to COVID-19. 
Please click the link regularly for updates. 

https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus 

 
The federal government has made COVID-19 

resources available by visiting 
www.coronavirus.gov 

 
 

From the National Chaplain 
 

Heavenly Father, 
 
We come before you to ask 
for healing for everyone 
affected with COVID-19.  
God, we ask that you be 
with them and eradicate all 
sickness from their bodies.  
Bless the families of those 

who have lost a love one to this terrible virus; 
please give them comfort.  Lord we pray for bless-
ings not only for the sick but those who are caring 
for the sick.  Comfort the family and friends of any-
one currently suffering from this terrible illness.  
Father bless America and our leaders as they lead 
us of this time of healing.  Father we ask you pro-
tect our troops and keep them from harm’s way. 
 
In your holy name.  Amen. 
 
Rodney Tolbert, 
National Chaplain  
Sons of The American Legion 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
All, 
  
Please read the article below submitted to new 
agencies around the country.  We all should be 
working with our posts to buddy checks.  I cannot 
think of a better time when your post and squadron 
should be reaching out to your members and all 
known veterans on time of need.  I know everyone 
is doing something for our members during this 
time of need.  If anyone has a great story for SAL 
doing buddy checks or going above and beyond, 
please submit them to me or post them 
on legiontown.org.  IF you submit a story, I need 
the following: 
 

• Details of the story; detachment/squadron and 
5 W’s 

• Point of contact that can provide more infor-
mation if needed 

• Pictures - set camera or phone to highest pic-
ture resolution setting and zoom in little to no 
background people tell the story not the back-
ground 

 
Media is looking for SAL specific stories to pub-
lish.   This is what everyone has been asking for to 
be published in legion publications.  So now, let's 
see what the SAL is doing out there.  
  
Regards, 

Ken A. George 

Member Engagement Coordinator 
National SAL & ALR Liaison 
NALC Alumni – Class of 2016 
Phone 317.630.1376 |Fax 317.655.1509 
www.legion.org 
Veterans Strengthening America 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus
http://www.coronavirus.gov/
http://legiontown.org/
http://www.legion.org/
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  The 

American 
   Legion 

  
For God and country 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
P.O. BOX 1055 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-1055 
(317) 630-1350  Fax (317) 630-1368 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

American Legion assists 
thousands through 

Buddy Checks 
 
INDIANAPOLIS (April 13, 2020) – American Le-
gion posts throughout the nation are reaching out 
to isolated veterans and their families through a 
Buddy Check program initiated in early 2019 that 
has helped thousands get through the current and 
ongoing coronavirus-COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
“If ever a veterans-service program was built for 
pandemic relief, it’s the Buddy Check,” American 
Legion National Commander James W. “Bill” Ox-
ford said.  “In communities large and small every-
where on the map, Buddy Checks are making big 
differences for veterans, their spouses and families.  
Hundreds of posts are reaching out in their local 
communities, especially to veterans whose age puts 
them at risk for infection.  Legionnaires are using 
the phone, email, and social media to safely find out 
how these veterans are doing and what we can do to 
help them.  They might need something from the 
store or pharmacy.  Sometimes, for a veteran who is 
alone and on orders to stay home, the most im-
portant thing is a phone call.” 
 
American Legion Post 272 member Leroy Lippi Jr. 
has completed no less than 438 Buddy Check calls 
around his community of Linglestown, Pa., since 
the pandemic began.  Rod O’Connor, commander 
of his post, has made another 162 calls.  “My main 
goal in all of my calls is to ensure them that if they 
need assistance in any way … that we are out there 
for them and for their needs,” Lippi says.  “If we can 
provide the service, I’m going to do that.” 
 
Woodland Hills, Calif., Legionnaires have delivered 
groceries and over-the-counter medicine to socially 
distancing veterans found through Buddy Checks.  
Post 43 in Tullahoma, Tenn., has worked with the 
Boy Scouts and Junior ROTC members to deliver 

food and supplies to veterans contacted through 
Buddy Checks there.  “Our veterans and their 
spouses are very appreciative knowing that some-
one cares about their well-being and needs,” Post 
43 Commander Alan Harris said.  “It is, after all, 
why we as an organization exist.” 
 
Country music singer Gary LeVox of chart-topping 
Rascal Flatts delivered an April 7 social media video 
to advance awareness of The American Legion’s 
Buddy Checks and to urge continued outreach and 
participation.  “Veterans need to know that we are 
thinking of them, that we care … just to brighten up 
their day,” he says in the video, asking his followers 
to visit www.legion.org to learn more about Buddy 
Checks.  
 
“Be a buddy to a veteran,” he says.  “We’re all in this 
together.” 
 
The Legion keeps its membership of almost two 
million wartime veterans up to date on the corona-
virus pandemic, including news of Buddy Checks, 
blood drives, meal services and more at 
www.legion.org/coronavirus. Included on the site is 
an online publication to guide Posts about how to 
conduct Buddy Checks in their local communities. 
 

-30- 
Media contacts: John Raughter 

jraughter@legion.org 
(317) 630-1350 

 
Snow and cold wasn't in the forecast when this 
event was planned, but it didn't stop Painesville, 
Ohio’s Squadron 336 Commander Ray Batykefer, 
Finance Officer Winston Bailey, and First Vice-
Commander PDC Rex Buchs from grilling burgers 
for first responders on Friday, April 17, 2020.  
Squadron 336 provided 35 lunches to Painesville 
City Police Department, Painesville City Fire De-
partment, and the Lake County Sheriff Department 
to thank them for their service to our community. 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.legion.org/
http://www.legion.org/coronavirus
mailto:jraughter@legion.org
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Poland resident places flags 
around community 

MAR 28, 2020 
Ashley Fox, Reporter 
afox@tribtoday.com 

 
POLAND (OH) — Whether in pouring rain or in the 
afternoon sunshine, Jeff Vrabel Jr. may be seen in 
the Poland community, flags in tow. 
 
Following Gov. Mike DeWine’s request to fly flags 
as we wait out the coronavirus pandemic, Vrabel 
wasted no time decorating his neighborhood with 
Old Glory. 
 

Installing 85 miniature 
flags in about 25 minutes, 
Vrabel said it didn’t take 
long until he got a request 
to add more of the patriotic 
symbols. 
 
“I got a call to do another 
neighborhood,” he said on 
Thursday afternoon. 
 
At his home in Poland, 

Vrabel flies two flags — one in the front yard and 
one behind the house — at half-mast each day, “be-
cause we have veterans that die every day.  We have 
soldiers that” die in war each day, he said. 
 
As he lined up the small flags in front yards, Vrabel 
said the flags are free. 
 
Residents don’t have to return the flags, he said.  
“Anyone that asks, they get to keep it.” 
 
Each year, the Veterans Service Commission of 
Mahoning County allocates groups so many flags. 
 
As there are oftentimes leftover flags, they are taken 
to American Legion locations for events. 
 
“One thing they tell you, if you have any extra, use 
them in the community,” Vrabel said. 
 
After the governor asked Ohio residents to fly their 
flags, Vrabel began his mission. 
 
The 20-year-old comes from a patriotic family. 
 
Grandfather Joe was 9th district and department of 
Ohio commander of the American Legion.  His fa-
ther, Jeff Sr., was detachment of Ohio commander 

of Sons of the American 
Legion.  Young Vrabel is 
now vying for that post. 
 
“I was born into this,” 
Vrabel said. 
 
Supporting the United 
States, he wanted to join 
the Army, but was unable 
to because of a peanut 
allergy. 
 
Still, he’s hopeful he can one day serve his country, 
perhaps in the National Guard. 
 
His work doesn’t stop at yards.  Vrabel also recog-
nizes veterans at his employment. 
 
Vrabel, who works at the Inn at Poland Way, fash-
ioned a wall dedicated to service members that live 
at the home, complete with service photos and a 
flag on a wall. 
 
One man, he said, makes it a point to tell everyone 
his photo is on the wall. 
 
“They love it,” he said of the residents. 
 
Reprinted from 
The Vindicator 
https://www.vindy.com/news/local-
news/2020/03/poland-resident-places-flags-
around-community/ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:afox@tribtoday.com
https://www.vindy.com/news/local-news/2020/03/poland-resident-places-flags-around-community/
https://www.vindy.com/news/local-news/2020/03/poland-resident-places-flags-around-community/
https://www.vindy.com/news/local-news/2020/03/poland-resident-places-flags-around-community/
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