
 1 |                                      | Round-Up 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 |                                      | Round-Up 

  

 
 
Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. ñJRò Hall Jr. , National Commander  
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  
 

          
 

     
 

 
 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabeljr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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ñOne Team, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul.  
Be the One!ò 
 
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman  

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
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Supreme Court gives huge victory 
to veterans  

The American Legion | June 3, 2024 

 
In a major victory for veterans, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has ruled in favor of a veteran fighting for his 
full education benefits after a nine -year struggle.  The 
court ruled that veterans who qualify for both Mont-
gomery and Post-9/11 GI bills through separate peri-
ods of service may use either one, in any order, for up 
to four years. 
 

The American Legion, with the support of their litiga-
tion partner, the national law firm Bergmann & Moore 
(B&M), played a key role in the successful outcome of 
the case, Rudisill v. McDonough, which was ruled on 
April 16. 
 
ñThis is a good decision for veterans and their families 
who were previously required by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) to relinquish education benefits 
under one program in order to utilize another,ò said 
B&M managing partner Glenn Bergmann .  ñNow a 
veteran can use more than one VA education benefit, 
up to a total of 48 months.   We are honored to work 
closely with The American Legion to lend our support 
to James Rudisill as well as other veterans in similar 
circumstances.ò 
 
The impact of the Supreme Court ruling could be 
enormous.  Estimates show that up to 1.7 million vet-
erans could qualify for additional education benefits, 
thanks to the ruling.  
 
In its 7-2 opinion, the Supreme Court agreed with 
Rudisill, who had two periods of honorable active mil-
itary service.  Starting in March 2015, he sought to use 
both of his earned VA education benefits, the Mont-
gomery GI Bill,  and the Post-9/11 GI Bill, for a total of 
48 months, as allowed by VA regulation.  
 
The Legion became involved during spring 2023, ask-
ing attorneys at B&M to find a way to support 
Rudisillôs fight to obtain all 48 months for both of his 
VA benefits.  Collaborating closely with the Legion 
over several months, B&M submitted an Amicus Brief 
to the Supreme Court in August 2023. 
 
The American Legion argued persuasively that VA 
should follow existing law and regulation favoring vet-
erans so Rudisill could use up to 48 months of VA ed-
ucation benefits. 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
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Squadron officers installed  
Rusty Myers |ay 13, 2024 

 

Belleville, NJ ï The newly elected and appointed of-
ficers of Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Squadron 
105 of Belleville, NJ were installed on Monday 13 May 
at a brief ceremony by Post Commander Joe Cobian-
chi. 
 
ñYou have been chosen to fill the various offices of this 
squadron.  You will, I know, vindicate the trust that 
has been reposed in you, and fulfill in every way the 
obligations that trust entails ,ò began Commander Co-
bianchi in reading the scripted installation.  
 
The officers were all elected at the previous meeting in 
April by the squadron membership, being installed 
the following month at the regular general meeting in 
front of those members present which included fam-
ily.  

 
 

These officers will serve for the 2024-25 administra-
tive year, which will expire next Ma y.  The leadership 
team includes: 
 

¶ Squadron Commander Steve Sangemino, elected 
for his sixth term  

¶ Squadron 1st Vice Commander James Elsmore 

¶ Squadron 2nd Vice Commandeer Vinnie Ferriole  

¶ Squadron 3rd Vice Commander Richard Vlasa-
kakis 

¶ Squadron Adjutant and Finance Officer Rusty My-
ers 

¶ Squadron Chaplain Carl Slaughter 

¶ Squadron Sergeant-at-arms Joe Florenza 

¶ Squadron Historian Anthony Noto  

¶ Squadron Service Officer Robert Hildebrandt  
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to have a memberõs information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Herman N. Wright IV  

Herman N. 
Wright IV, 39, of 
Engelbret Road, 
Edgecomb passed 
away on June 4, 
2024.   
 
He was born in 

Bath on May 17, 1985, a son of Her-
man N. and Valerie A. (Pushard) 
Wright III.   He attended Schutz in 
Alexandria, Egypt.  He also at-
tended Wiscasset High School.  He 
was employed at L.L. Bean in Free-
port, was a self-employed land-
scaper and fiberglass boats in 
Boothbay Harbor.   
 
He was a member of the Sons of the 
American Legion in Bath.   
 
He enjoyed drawing, fishing, hunt-
ing, playing pool, video games, was 
an avid soccer and baseball player 
and especially enjoyed spending 
time with family, and friends.    
 
He was predeceased by his grand-
parents, Herman,  and Sally Wright 
Jr.; uncle, Robert Decker; aunt, 
Debbie Knowlton; and cousin, 
Brett Decker.  
 
He is survived by his parents, Her-
man, and Valerie Wright III of 
Edgecomb; two daughters, Marion 
R. Wright of Bowdoinham, and Isa-
bella J. Robbins of Bristol; three 
sisters, Amy Davis of South 
Thomaston, Ida Beal of West Bath 
and Heidi Hirsch of Watertown, 
New York; granddaughter, Athena 
Cote; his maternal grandmother, 
Helen Pushard of Bowdoin; his 
girlfriend, Jenna Gustafson  and her 
three children, Steve, Matt and 
Hannah, all of Edgecomb; many 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and 
nephews.   
 

A celebration of life will be held at 4 
p.m. on Friday, June 21 at the Bath 
Lodge of Elks.   
  
In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made in memory of his grand-
daughterôs education fund, Athena 
Cote, 27 Fisher Road, 
Bowdoinham, ME 04008.  
    
Arrangements are by Daigle Fu-
neral Home, 819 High Street, 
Bath.  Condolences may be made 
online at  www.DaigleFuner-
alHome.com.   

 
Ronald D. óRonô Imler 

Ronald D. 
ñRonò Imler, 70, 
of Duncansville, 
passed away 
Saturday.  He 
was born in Al-
toona, son of the 
late J. Robert 
and Binnie L. 

Imler .  He married Gale Champ in 
1984.  Surviving are his wife of 40 
years; a son, Scott; and two broth-
ers, Robert, and Donald.  He was 
preceded in death by a sister, Ju-
dith Vanatta.  
 
Ron was a member of Sons of the 
American Legion Squadron 516. 
 
At the request of the deceased, 
there will be no services at Sorge 
Funeral Home & Crematory Inc., 
Hollidaysburg.  

 
Carl John Bergstrasser Jr.  

Carl John Berg-
strasser Jr., 66, 
of Forty Fort, 
passed away at 
home during 
the early morn-
ing hours of 
Friday, May 31, 

2024. 
 
Born on April 28, 1958, in Wilkes -
Barre, Carl was the son of the late 
Carl and Collette Austin Berg-
strasser. 

Carl was a proud graduate of EL 
Meyers High School, Class of 1977.  

The halls of Meyers High are where 
he fell in love and married his beau-
tiful wife, Sharon Maneval Berg-
strasser, on Aug. 12, 1978.  Aside 
from using his undeniable charm to 
find the love of his life, he also 
found time to be an avid wrestler, a 
player on the football team and a 
loyal member of the Boy Scouts of 
America.  Prior to graduation, Carl 
began his apprenticeship with the 
Sheet Metal Workers' International 
Association, Local 44, where he 
continued until retirement .  Carl 
loved his career and never shied 
away from mentoring any new ap-
prentice in need of guidance.  As a 
union man through and through, 
there was rarely a rally or strike he 
did not attend and could often be 
seen walking picket lines alongside 
his wife, his daughters and other 
union members to show his contin-
ued solidarity .  Carl was also a 
proud member of the Sons of the 
American Legion at the American 
Legion, Andrew Lawrence Post 
644, Swoyersville. 
 
Carl was a diehard fan of the Min-
nesota Vikings, especially Fran 
Tarkenton .  As such, I can say with 
absolute certainty that he was not a 
fair -weather fan (since they never 
seemed to have fair weather).  
Though they broke his heart year 
after year, he never once lost hope 
that their time would come .  As the 
years passed on, he also became a 
constant consumer of news and 
current events.  He could always be 
found laughing at the callers of 
WNEP Talk Back 16, and he contin-
ued to hope that one day his name 
would be called as the big winner of 
the Wheel Watcher's Club on 
Wheel of Fortune. 
 
Those who had the pleasure of 
meeting him would say he was a 
hard worker who led by example, 
and always led with kindness first. 
Despite his gruff appearance, sig-
nature handlebar mustache, and 
commanding voice that echoed 
through a softball field; his 

kindness, humor and integrity is 
how he will be remembered.  
Though as his daughter, I may be 
partial,  with my mother's help they 
raised two daughters who knew we 
could do anything we set our minds 
to.  Our father, Carl, showed us how 
to change a flat, change our oil, 
mow the lawn, catch a fish, hit a 
homerun (while not so subtly 
"coaching" from the outfield) .  He 
taught us to stand up for ourselves, 
to never go to bed angry and to be 
brave even if you're scared. 
 
For those of us left Earth-side, he 
will be missed immensely, espe-
cially by his wife of 45 years, Sha-
ron; daughter, Tara and husband, 
Eric Zagata, Hunlock Creek; 
daughter, Ashley Bergstrasser, 
Forty Fort; grandchildren, Abigail 
and Jacob Zagata, Hunlock Creek; 
loving sister, Colleen and her hus-
band, Michael Elias; sister-in-law, 
Alicia Maneval; nephew, Jason Ma-
neval and wife, Katie; niece, Amber 
and husband, Bill Heiss; nephews, 
Michael, Joshua and Bradley Elias 
and wife, Jess; many great-nieces, 
great-nephews and cousins; and 
last but certainly not least, his dear 
friends and colleagues. 
 
To honor Carl's life and in lieu of 
traditional mourning, there will be 
a celebration of life held in his 
honor.  The celebration will be held 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday at the 
American Legion, Andrew Law-
rence Post 644, 259 Shoemaker St., 
Swoyersville.  We request all who 
knew and loved Carl to please eat, 
drink, laugh, cry and toast to Carl .  
If you have any old photos, favorite 
music, stories, or just happy mem-
ories you would like to share, please 
come out and help us to celebrate 
the life of Carl J. Bergstrasser. 
 
Funeral arrangements for Carl have 
been entrusted to the care of 
Wroblewski Funeral Home Inc., 
1442 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort. 
To share a memory of Carl or mes-
sage of condolence with his family, 
visit the funeral home 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
http://www.daiglefuneralhome.com/
http://www.daiglefuneralhome.com/
https://www.wiscassetnewspaper.com/sites/default/files/2024/06/field/image/Wright-Herman IV-Photo_0.png
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website, www.wroblewskifuner-
alhome.com, or Facebook page. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Mark  Fenton  

Mark Allen Fen-
ton, age 60, of 
Sturgis, passed 
away on May 24, 
2024 at Rose Ar-
bor Hospice in 
Kalamazoo. 
 
He was born July 

31, 1963, in Montpelier, Ohio, son 
of Clarence J. and Yvonne M. (Fol-
lis) Fenton. 
 
Mark had resided in Sturgis for 
over 25 years, coming from Sher-
wood. 
 
He had been employed as a welder 
at Grumman Olson in Sturgis for 
several years. 
 
He was a graduate of Coldwater 
High School and member of Neu-
man-Wenzel Post #73 Sons of 
American Legion in Sturgis.  Mark 
was very mechanically inclined and 
enjoyed working on cars and gam-
ing. 
 
He is survived by his son: Mark Al-
len Fenton, II of Coldwater; daugh-
ter: Rachel; grandchildren: Han-
nah, Harley, Alex, Austin,  and twin 
grandsons; mother: Yvonne Fenton 
of Sherwood; sister: Julie Josie of 
Louisiana; brothers: Samuel Fen-
ton of Jackson, Joseph (Sarah) 
Fenton of Burr Oak and Jason Fen-
ton of Sherwood and several nieces 
and nephews. 
 
He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther. 
 
In accordance with his wishes, cre-
mation has taken place.  A celebra-
tion of life will be held at a later date 
to be announced. 
 
The Hackman Family Funeral 
Homes of Sturgis is entrusted with 
the arrangements. 
 
Memorial donations would be ap-
preciated to the charity of oneôs 
own choice. 
 
We encourage relatives and friends 
to share memories and condolences 
at www.hackmanfamilyfuner-
alhomes.com. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Gary Baxter  

COLUMBUS 
GROVE -- Gary 
L. Baxter, age 78, 
of Columbus 
Grove, OH 
passed away 
Thursday, June 
6, 2024, at his 

residence.  He was born September 
5, 1945 in Anniston, AL to H. Frank 
Baxter and Sally (Jennings) Baxter. 
 
He graduated from Columbus 
Grove High School. 
 
Gary was employed by Phillips Dis-
play Components in Ottawa as a 
welder for 37 years, retiring in 
2000 .  Gary was a Veteran of the US 
Army serving two years in Vietnam.  
 
He was a very active Life member of 
the Bowers-Slusser American Le-
gion Post #516 in Columbus Grove 
for 56 years having served as Post 
Commander and Adjutant .  Gary 
was the American Legion First Dis-
trict Commander 1986-87, and De-
partment Treasurer 2001-2002.  
He was also a D.A.V., Sons of the 
American Legion, 40&8 Voyageurs 
11 member and a life member of the 
VFW Post 9648.  Gary received the 
Putnam County Veteran of the Year 
award in 2017. 
 
Gary was on the committees that 
erected the Veterans Memorial at 
the Putnam County Fairgrounds, 
that updated the War Memorial 
Clock in front of the Putnam 
County Courthouse, and that 
erected Honor Rolls of Putnam 
County Vietnam Veterans.  Gary 
went on several mission trips 
throughout the United States as-
sisting with meal preparation and 
remodeling homes damaged by 
storms. 
 
As an active member of the Rock-
port Community Bible Church, he 
volunteered at Our Daily Bread 
soup kitchen in Lima .  Gary was a 
devoted husband, father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather, and friend.  
Gary is survived by his loving wife 
of 39 years, Jackie (Alexander) 
Baxter; 2 sons: Jeffrey Baxter and 
Todd (Stephanie) Baxter; 2 step-
children: Rhonda Heitmeyer and 
Jeffrey (Cherie) Cooper; 10 grand-
children; 7 great-grandchildren; 2 
brothers: Steve (Maril yn) Baxter 
and Robert (Beverly) Baxter; and 
sister-in law: Sherry Baxter.  He is 
preceded in death by his parents; 
brother, Frankie Baxter; and 
grandson, Lukas Cooper. 
 
Visitation will be Wednesday, June 
12, from 3-7 p.m. at Heitmeyer Fu-
neral Home, 211 Veterans Dr, Co-
lumbus Grove, OH 45830 followed 
by an American Legion military 

honors service and funeral at 7 p.m. 
Burial will be at a later in Rockport 
Cemetery. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to support Buckeye Boys 
State for First District. Make check 
payable to Buckeye Boys State, c/o 
Russ Bohland, Conn-Weissen-
berger Post 587, 2020 W. Alexis 
Rd., Toledo, OH 43613.  Condo-
lences may be shared 
at www.heitmeyerfhatgrove.com. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Bobby Douglas Winn  

Bobby 
Douglas 

Winn, hus-
band of 
Toni Har-

relson 
Winn, of 30 

years, 
passed away Tuesday, June 4, 
2024, at his home, surrounded by 
his loving family .  The family will 
receive friends at Goldfinch Fu-
neral Home, Beach Chapel, on Sun-
day, June 9, 2024, from 1:00 PM to 
2:45 PM, with services following at 
3 PM in the chapel with Rev. 
Tommy Fargis officiating.  
 
Mr. Winn was born in Alamance 
County, Altamahaw, North Caro-
lina, on October 24, 1936.  He was 
the fourth child of the late Jennings 
Bryan Winn and Brownie Blalock 
Winn .  He owned and operated 
Winco Drywall of the Carolinas, 
LLC, for many years.  His favorite 
pastimes were watching NASCAR, 
westerns and collecting antique 
cars. 
 
He was a dedicated Christian, who 
loved the Lord, and was a life mem-
ber of the Myrtle Beach Elks Lodge, 
Surfside Beach Moose Lodge #2351 
since 1983, and the Murrells Inlet 
Sons of the American Legion. 
 
Mr. Winn loved his family and will 
be missed as a husband, father, 
grandfather,  and great-grandfa-
ther.  Survivors include three sons, 
Wade Winn (Karen), Barry Winn 
(Charlene), Christopher Teachey 
(April); two daughters, Tammy 
Russell (John) and Dawn Davis 
(Randy); eight grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren; 
brother, Keith Winn (Rose); three 
sisters, Judy Fargis (Norman), 
Kathy Faucet, and Sandra Collins 
(Shine); special sister-in-law, Jewel 
(Jimmy) Boyd, close family friend, 
Mary Benton Cannon, and a num-
ber of nieces and nephews that 
simply adored him, especially 
Krysten Collins, who assisted with 
his daily care while he was sick. 
 
In addition to his parents, he was 

predeceased by his son, Bobby 
Douglas Winn, Jr.; sisters, Joan 
Vincent, Ellen Shively, Jane Hayes; 
brothers, Buddy Winn, Donald 
Winn, and Harvard Winn.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quest memorials be made to 
Amedisys Hospice, 402 'Singleton 
Ridge Road, Suite C, Conway, 
SC 29526 or to charity of one's 
choice. 
 
Please sign the family's guestbook 
at: www.goldfinchfuner-
alhome.com. 
 
Goldfinch Funeral Home, Beach 
Chapel is assisting the family. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Thomas L. Hodge  

WATER-
TOWN, 

New York 
(WWNY) - 
Thomas L. 
Hodge, 85, 
of Stuart 
St, passed 
away on 

Wednesday, June 5th, 2024, at 
home. 
 
Thomas was born in Watertown on 
August 30th, 1938, to Gerald and 
Dorothy (Volvia) Hodge .  Thomas 
was a custodian for the Watertown 
City School District for many years 
before his retirement.  
 
Thomas was a member of the Ea-
gles Club as well as the Sons of the 
American Legion, where he enjoyed 
playing pull tabs and socializing 
with good friends .  He will be re-
membered by friends and family 
for his good sense of humor and the 
fun they shared. 
 
He is survived by his children and 
stepchildren, Thomas (JoAnn) 
Hodge Jr. of Watertown, NY, Kim 
Brislan of Philadelphia, NY, Timo-
thy Hodge of Hamlin, NY, David 
(Cathy) Bray of Vermont, Daniel 
Bray of Adams, NY, and Darrin 
Bray of Vermont, and a sister-in-
law, Donna (John) Lee.  Thomas is 
also survived by his grandchildren 
Thomas John (T.J.) Hodge, Taylor 
Hodge, Tiffany Hodge, Joe Brislan 
Jr., Kelli Ward, Tammi Dindl, An-
drew (Joanna) Brislan, Nicholas 
Hodge, and Colby Hodge, as well as 
sever great, and great-great grand-
children.  
 
Thomas is predeceased by his wife, 
Margaret Hodge. 
 
A celebration of life will be held at 
the Eagles Club Sunday, June 30th 
beginning at 12:00pm. 
 

http://www.wroblewskifuneralhome.com/
http://www.wroblewskifuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=207041986&pn=carl-bergstrasser&affiliateId=1538&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
http://www.hackmanfamilyfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.hackmanfamilyfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.heitmeyerfhatgrove.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=207074642&pn=gary-baxter&affiliateId=3311&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/south-carolina/conway
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/south-carolina/conway
https://www.legacy.com/charity/memorial-charity-donations/?cobrand=legacyadn
https://www.legacy.com/charity/memorial-charity-donations/?cobrand=legacyadn
http://www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com/
http://www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=207071498&pn=bobby-winn&affiliateId=4359&sku=tre-tim&pm=321
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In lieu of flowers, the family asks to 
please send donations to the Eagles 
Club 782. 
 
Arrangements are with Reed and 
Benoit Funeral Home Inc. and con-
dolences can be made online 
at www.reedbenoit.com. 

 
Gilbert ñGiò" Hinman  

Gilbert (Gil) 
Hinman, 

70, of Ot-
tawa passed 
away Tues-
day, June 4, 
2024 at OSF 
St. Eliza-
beth MC in 

Ottawa.  He was born May 8, 1954 
in Du Quoin, IL .  He married Linda 
Rhoades on December 30, 1995 in 

Sandwich, IL.  He was the founding 
member of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion Squadron 729 in Sheri-
dan IL .  Gil was a long-time mem-
ber of the Yorkville Moose Lodge 
#2371.  He served on the Leland 
Fire Department for many years. 
Gil was well known for many 
things, for seventeen years he 
served his infamous Chops by Gil at 
the Lawn Tractor Poker Run in 
Sheridan.  Gil and Linda opened 
and ran the Paddle In at Ayers 
Landing in Wedron for the last 26 
years.  In addition, they served din-
ner every Friday at the American 
Legion in Sheridan.  Gil loved being 
surrounded by family, friends and 
serving the community.  
 
Gil is survived by his wife, Linda 
Hinman, two sons, Nathan 

Hinman, Adam (Clair) Arnett, two 
daughters, Rebecca (Runt) Hin-
man, Tanya (Bill) Arnett, four 
Grandsons, Cody Arnett, Levi 
(Lexi) Arnett, James Hinman, De-
metrius Williams III, three grand-
daughters, Brianne Arnett, Kurstin 
Wilson, Maddie (Darnell) Wilson, 
six Great Grandkids Liam Ellison, 
Stella Ellison, Karter Carlson, 
Charlotte Carlson, Lilith Hinman, 
Raven Arnett, three brothers 
Marvin (Marcy) Hinman, Mark 
(Patty) Hinman, Ray (Tracy) Hin-
man, three sisters Zoellen (Tom) 
Smith, Mildred Gort and Martha 
Hauck. As well as many nieces and 
nephews. 
 
Gil was preceded in death by his 
parents, George & Mary Hinman, 
one brother Max Hinman, two 

Grandsons Demetrius Williams II 
and Tyler Arnett.  
 
There will be a Celebration of Life 
at the Sheridan American Legion 
on June 15th at 2 P.M.  In lieu of 
flowers donations can be made to 
the Sheridan American Legion.  For 
more information or to sign the 
online guestbook go to 
www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com. 
 
Turner -Eighner Funeral Home 
13160 W. Rt 34 ~ P.O. Box 404 
Somonauk, IL 60552 
815-498-2363. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

 
Daniel J. Seehafer, National Commander 
The American Legion 
 

How are you celebrating  
Independence Day?  
The American Legion | June 3, 2024 

 
Whether it was sponsoring fireworks displays, coor-
dinating parades or hosting family friendly events, 
members of the American Legion Family led the way 
in commemorating Independence Day in their com-
munities a year ago. 
 
There also were non-traditional celebrations, such 
as a veterans walk promoting Be the One, and a 
blood drive.  But all the events were geared toward 
one goal: celebrating the birthday of the United 
States of America. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
And now, we want to know what your Fourth of July 
plans are for 2024.  If your post, district,  or depart-
ment is hosting, coordinating,  or taking part in an 
Independence Day event, email sbrooks@le-
gion.org with the details .  And after the fact, please 
share your story and photos from your event with us 
via Legiontown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.reedbenoit.com/
http://www.eighnerfuneralhomes.com/
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/illinois/somonauk
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=207067175&pn=gilbert-hinman&affiliateId=4359&sku=tre-tim&pm=321
https://www.legion.org/honor/261814/betheone.org
mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
http://www.legiontown.org/
http://www.legiontown.org/
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