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The American Legion | May 22, 2024 
 

 
Sons of The American Legion Child Welfare Founda-
tion Committee Chairman Mark Nave speaks during 
the spring 2024 National Executive Committee meet-
ings. 

 
At the 2022 SAL Spring Meetings, SAL 
Child Welfare Foundation Committee 
chairman Mark Nave praised the SAL for 
reaching $9 million in donations to CWF 
and set the next goal. 
 
“We’re ‘fine at nine,’ but now it’s time to 
reach ‘the perfect 10,’” he said. 
 
Mission accomplished. 
 
The SAL this month reached $10 million 
in donations to CWF since 1988, continu-
ing as the program’s largest donor. 

 
SAL National Commander Don “JR” Hall 
broke the news with a post on his personal 
Facebook page: “How about them Sons!!!” 
“We had a goal to raise $407,000 this year 
to reach the $10 million mark for the years 
of work,” Hall wrote.  “Congrats to all of 
our membership that has had fundraisers, 
bought CWF merchandise and worked 
hard to get to and exceed the goal.” 
 
Hall added, “Thanks to every blue cap 
member that made donations over the 
years.” 
 
The CWF program year officially runs 
through May 31, so final donation num-
bers aren’t known yet.  Departments, 
posts, detachments, and squadrons that 
donate and want to receive credit for the 
2023-2024 program year should ensure 
all donations are received at American Le-
gion National Headquarters no later than 
Friday, May 31.  Donations also can be 
made online at legion.org/donate.  Dona-
tions support grants to youth-serving non-
profits that contribute to the physical, 
mental, emotional, and spiritual welfare of 
children. 
 

https://www.legion.org/sons/255689/sal-donations-cwf-top-9-million-mark
https://www.legion.org/childwelfare/261732/cwf-end-year-donations-due-may-31
https://www.legion.org/childwelfare/261732/cwf-end-year-donations-due-may-31
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Facebook | May 30, 2024 

 
Congratulations to the Sons 
of The American Legion for 
a new all-time high in mem-
bership!!! 
 
As of today’s membership 
report, 381,766 and we have 
a lot of the year to go. 
 
Let’s keep working the 
membership. 
 

Great job everyone!! 
 
Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. “JR” Hall Jr., National Commander 
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to our entire organization for reach-
ing two milestones in the past few weeks. 
 
We have surpassed $10 million in donations by the 
Sons of The American Legion to The American Legion 
Child Welfare Foundation, and we have reached an 
All-Time High with 381,766 members as of May 30, 
2024. 
 
None of this would have been possible without the 
hard work of our members at the Squadron level be-
cause that’s where everything happens, locally. 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabeljr@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/


 3 |                                      | Round-Up 

Squadrons hold fundraisers.  Squadrons hold mem-
bership drives.  Squadrons support their communi-
ties.  Squadrons get the job done!  We may come to-
gether for district, detachment, and national meet-
ings, but the real work is done by our members at the 
Squadron level, and all of our members should be 
proud of our accomplishments, but we are not done 
yet. 
 
We will continue to honor the veteran who made us 
eligible by our work at the Squadron level by asking 
other proud possessors of a priceless heritage to join 
our ranks, to help us make a difference in the lives of 
our veterans and of our children & youth. 
 
Will you help?  Who’s next? 
 
Thanks for your continued support! 
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible.  
 
RENEW TODAY! 
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information 
 

          
 

     
 

 
 

 
Charles William "Bill" Ague 

Charles William "Bill” 
Ague, 98, of Girard, passed 
away Monday May 6, 2024 
at his home surrounded by 
loved ones.  Bill  was born 
September 28, 1925 to Har-
old and Caroline Jones 
Ague in Youngstown, Ohio.  
He lived in Girard until 
moving to McDonald in his 
elementary school days 
where he graduated from 

High School in 1943.  After graduating from high 

school he enlisted in the US Navy at the age of 17.  Post 
WWII Bill was honorably discharged from the Navy 
and next enrolled in the pharmacy program at The 
Ohio State University.  At Ohio State he met his wife 
of 70 years, Elma J. Haushalter.  Bill graduated from 
OSU in June of 1950 and was called to immediately 
return to the Navy during the Korean Conflict.  In 
1954 Bill went into business with his uncle in his 
Girard pharmacy which later became Ague’s State 
Drug.  Bill owned the store until 1975 when he sold it 
to Allen’s Drugtown.  In the 80’s he left Allen’s Drug-
town to become the Director of Pharmacy at Hillside 
Hospital. 
 
Bill was active in his profession, community, and 
church.  He served on the Girard School Board for 8 
years, 5 of which he was president; 20 years on the 
Girard Board of Health, 19 years as president pro-tem; 
founding president of the NE Ohio Society of Hospital 
Pharmacists; member of Kiwanis and Girard Sport 
Boosters.  Bill was a member of both the OSU Alumni 
Society and an early member of the Pharmacy Alumni 
Society Board of Directors where he served a term as 
president and was appointed to a lifetime member-
ship.  He served as an elder at Central Christian 
Church in Warren where he was later named elder 
emeritus.  He was a member of the 25th Masonic Dis-
trict of Ohio. 
 
Bill was preceded in death by his wife Elma and son 
William H Ague, his parents and 6 of his siblings: 
Robert Burns, John Burns, Dorothy Davey Paschke, 
Harold Ague Jr, Owen Ague, and Paul Ague.  His is 
survived by his sister Mary Margaret Ague Hatt, 
daughters Elizabeth (Gilbert) Marling ,Barbara Ague 
(Thomas Safford), MaryEllen (Lawrence) Roth, 
daughter-in- law Julie (Jeff) Hansel, 8 grandchildren 
and 5 great grandchildren. 
 
The family would like to express their gratitude to 
Bill’s caregivers Annette, Jessica and 
Christine and also to Hospice of the Valley for the 
wonderful care. 
 
Funeral services will be held at 11 AM on May 25 at 
Central Christian Church in Warren, where family will 
receive family and friends at 10 AM until time of the 
service. 
 
In remembrance of Bill, those who wish may make 
contributions to the Ague-Haushalter 
Scholarship fund at The Ohio State University. 
 
To order memorial trees or send flowers to the family 
in memory of Charles William "Bill" Ague, please visit 
our flower store. 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/o/v2/trees/df07263f-a69f-4d6d-8c3f-5ccb8af532d0
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/orders/v2/flowers/df07263f-a69f-4d6d-8c3f-5ccb8af532d0
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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William W. Wade 
POLAND — William Wallace 
“Bill” Wade, 98, passed away 
peacefully, Monday evening, 
May 6, 2024, at his residence at 
Shepherd of the Valley Villas. 
 
Bill was born May 12, 1925, in 
Youngstown, the son of Evelyn 
Morse and Sidney R. Wade Sr. 
He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Rosemary Ferranti; his 
parents; two older brothers, 

Sidney, and James; an older sister, Mary Louise 
Wade-Wiseman-Roller; and a special niece, Christine 
Ferranti Dreger of Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
Bill started to work in 1941 as an usher at the Warner 
Theater in downtown Youngstown.  He graduated 
from South High School in June, Class of 1943, and 
enlisted in the United States Navy in July of the same 
year.  Bill served in World War II, receiving the Vic-
tory, American Area, and Asiatic Pacific Ribbon.  He 
attended several naval aviation tech schools and fin-
ished his Navy career in Guam in the South Pacific.  
After his honorable discharge in May 1946, he at-
tended Youngstown State University for two years and 
went to work at Republic Steel as an instrument re-
pairman until 1953, when he entered the building 
trades as an elevator constructor.  He worked for Otis 
Elevator for a short time before joining Westinghouse 
Elevator Company, where he worked until his retire-
ment in 1993. 
 
Bill served as president of the local elevator construc-
tor union and was a representative to the Western Re-
serve Building Trades Council.  Being a lone Republi-
can on this labor board, he was frequently called upon 
to give bipartisan advice and to arrange meetings with 
Gov. Jim Rhodes and Mayor Hunter.  The respect he 
received from the council members was beyond meas-
ure and resulted in true, solid, and lasting friendships. 
Following his father’s interest in politics, Bill had the 
distinction of serving in all three branches of govern-
ment, serving in the legislative branch as Youngstown 
5th-Ward councilman from 1970 to 1976, the judicial 
branch as jury commissioner from 1991 to 1992, and 
the executive branch as a member of the board of di-
rectors of the Mahoning Valley Sanitary District.  Af-
ter serving in council, Bill was elected chairman of the 
Mahoning County Republican Central and Executive 
Committee, and by virtue of this office, he served on 
the Mahoning County Board of Elections.  He was a 
member of the Republican National Committee, the 
Ohio State Republican Party, member of the Mahon-
ing County Central and Executive Committee and 

precinct committeeman for over 50 years.  For many 
years, Bill served as vice president of the Mahoning 
Valley McKinley Club. 
 
Bill was a member of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, a 50-year member of Sulgrave Masonic Lodge 
#696, a member of Mill Creek Senior Golf League, 
past president of the Protestant church golf league, 
member of Curbstone Coaches, YSU Penguin Club, 
past president of Visiting Nurses Association and past 
president of the Independent Living Association at 
Shepherd of the Valley, Poland.  He was a life member 
of Amvets, the VFW, the Crime Clinic of Greater 
Youngstown, and 40-plus-year member of the YMCA, 
where he was a member of the Christian Life Commit-
tee.  A lifelong swimmer, he recorded 1,000 miles Nov. 
3, 2009, and on Oct. 13, 2014, recorded 2,000 miles. 
 
Bill leaves six nieces and two nephews, with whom he 
had a special bond, Sue (Steve) Quinn, Jennifer 
(Scott) McQueen, Karen Ferranti, Linda Ferranti, all 
of Atlanta, Georgia, Noelle Wade Sakamoto, and Beth 
Wade Delreal of California; two nephews, Garvin 
Dreger of Atlanta and Dennis Barton of Washington, 
D.C; he also leaves his brother-in-law, Jack Jennings 
of Mollusk, Virginia; and many great-nieces and 
great-nephews in the Atlanta area. 
 
Friends will be received 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, June 3, 
2024, at the Davis-Becker Funeral Home, 8536 Mar-
ket St., Boardman, and 9 to 10:45 a.m. Tuesday, June 
4, 2024, at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 119 Sta-
dium Drive, Boardman. 
 
A memorial service celebrating Bill’s life will be held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, at the church, with the Rev. Adam 
Rodgers officiating. 
 
Condolences may be sent to www.beckerobits.com. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.beckerobits.com/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
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What’s up Westside? 
 
Be the One!  Be the One who doesn’t take the little 
things others do for granted.  Be the One who hears “I 
need you” behind their friends ”I’m good.” Be the One 
for those who works to be the best One they can be-
the One who’s not defined by others judgement.  To 
the world, you may be one person, but to the one per-
son, you are the world.  Be the One! 
 
The Westside report.  We improved by 0.65%, cur-
rently at 100.86% total from last report.  We are now 
2nd place for the western region and right behind 
Southeast Region by 1.92% to claim the top spot.  Our 

next goal is to be at 105% by 07/24/24.  Well done 
New Mexico at 115.87%, Latin America at 112.12%, 
Hawaii at 110.00%, Arizona at 106.85%, Oregon at 
105.08%, Idaho at 104.86% and Alaska at 100.23% for 
already making goal.  Coming on strong is Washing-
ton at 99.03%, Colorado at 98.75%, Wyoming at 
98.48%, California at 96.66%, Utah at 95.43%, Mon-
tana at 91.93%, Nevada 80.62% and Philippines at 
56.96%.  
 
The more members we have, the more people we can 
help.  A stronger membership base will result in 
stronger communities.  Keep up the great work and 
thank you for going above and beyond and everything 
you do for this great organization. 
For God and Country, 
 
“One Team, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul.  
Be the One!” 
 
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
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2024 National Oratorical winner 
from Washington state 

The American Legion | May 19, 2024 

 
Aubrey Moore of Renton, Wash., won The American 
Legion’s 85th National Oratorical Contest, “A Consti-
tutional Speech Contest,” and a $25,000 scholarship 
on Sunday, May 19, in Hillsdale, Mich. 
 
Before walking on stage inside an auditorium on the 
campus of Hillsdale College to give her prepared ora-
tion before family, judges, Legionnaires and the other 
49 participants, Moore calmed her nerves by dancing 
and singing as she was the first of the top three final-
ists to speak.  Then the homeschooled sophomore re-
minded herself that “this is the last time I’m going to 
do this speech so might as well make it a good one,” 
she said following her win, which feels “amazing.  I 

feel really happy and really excited and also just kind 
of surprised that I was able to make it this far and be 
able to compete so well.” 
 
Second-place and a $22,500 scholarship was awarded 
to Knox Boyd of Lafayette, Ind. Third place and a 
$20,000 scholarship was awarded to David Daniel of 
Owensboro, Ky. 
 
Click here to watch the prepared orations and as-
signed topic speeches from Moore, Boyd, and Daniel. 
 
In her winning oration, titled “Why Freedom of 
Speech is in Danger,” Moore shared that, “Throughout 
American history, all kinds of opinions, thoughts, and 
beliefs have been voiced no matter the sentiment, be-
cause whether or not you approve or hate what I say, 
you must support my right to say it.  This is the power 
of free speech.  And yet in recent years, we have seen 
a pushback on this fundamental right. 
 
“Our neighbors, our friends, and our communities are 
gradually supporting the decision to ban hate speech, 
but what our country does not realize is the implica-
tion of that decision.  A ban on hate speech leads to a 
ban on all speech.  This is why the Constitution must 
vow to protect it.  Noam Chomsky, a renowned intel-
lectual and political activist, once said, ‘If we don't be-
lieve in freedom of expression for people we despise, 
we don't believe in it at all.’ So, I encourage you, the 
next time you hear someone say something that 
makes you grind your teeth, see a post you hate, or 
read an opinion piece you disagree with, to remember 
to appreciate the fact that the Constitution protects 
your power to speak, no matter what you speak 
about.” 
 
With this being Moore’s first American Legion orator-
ical contest, she learned in the research process that 
you have to write “something that your passionate 
about.  It never works when you try to twist things just 
to please the audience.  People can tell when you’re 
passionate about something, and you want to convey 
that message I think for me that’s what made my 
speech so successful because I love what I was saying, 
and I wanted other people to love it too.” 
 
Moore, who was sponsored by American Legion Post 
186, was nervous to compete in the oratorial contest 
starting at the post level but is thankful she put herself 
out there and tried. 
 
“This win means I can do anything that I apply myself 
for and apply myself to,” she said.  “This has taught 
me the lesson that you have to try new things even if 

https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD1D27913E787209F&si=0i4Fgao_HmeKgWy7
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD1D27913E787209F&si=0i4Fgao_HmeKgWy7
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you are uncomfortable with it and if you apply your-
self, you can reap the rewards.” 
 
The opportunity to try something new gave Moore 
greater insight into the U.S. Constitution and an ap-
preciation for the document, along with an oppor-
tunity to be around like-minded high school students. 
The American Legion’s oratorical contest “has in-
stilled in me a greater appreciation for our country,” 
she said.  “And seeing everybody here in this environ-
ment that everybody cares very deeply about America, 
it’s history and what it’s going to be in the future. Be-
ing here and seeing all these people come together to 
celebrate American values, at least for me, has made 
me feel very patriotic. 
 
“It’s taught me a lot about our nation’s document, it’s 
taught me about America and what our Founding Fa-
thers did.  It’s given me a greater appreciation for it.  
And I appreciate all the people I have met, even from 
my own state.  Meeting these people and having this 
experience is something everybody should do.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
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SAL awards scholarships 
Contributed | May 25, 2024 

 

 
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 97 awarded 
eight scholarships to DeKalb High School seniors.  In 
front, from the left, are Emria Stutzman, Natalie 
Schultis, Mallory Eltzroth, Auburn Nordmann, and 
Baylee Lynch.  In back are Doug Heiser, Larry Ueh-
lein, Bill Towle, Joe Schultis, Chip Conrad, Dave 
Clark, and Ira Magginnis.  Blayde King and Kylie 
Pfeiffer are not shown. 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
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to have a member’s information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Michael J. Zimmer 

PALM BEACH 
SHORES, FL – 
Michael J. Zim-
mer, 57, of 
Palm Beach 
Shores, Florida 
died suddenly 
on Thursday 
September 12th 

at home.  Born in Trenton, Michael 
was a resident of Lawrenceville 
most of his life prior to his move to 
Florida 20 years ago. 
 
He was employed as a plumbing es-
timator with Farmer & Irwin, Inc. 
located in Riviera Beach, Fl. Son of 
the late Stephie Zimmer, he is sur-
vived by his father William G. “Bill” 
Zimmer Sr. of Lawrenceville; his 
brother, Billy Zimmer and his wife 
Debbie of Rehoboth Beach, DE; his 
nephews, Kyle, Trevor, and Zach-
ary Zimmer; his very special friend, 
Joanne Conner; and his cousins, 
Barbara Zimmer and Richard, 
Tommy and Teddy Franckowiak 
and many others. 
 
Funeral services for Michael will be 
held on Saturday at 10 AM at Poul-
son & Van Hise Funeral Directors, 
650 Lawrence Road, Lawrenceville.  
The Very Rev. Msgr. Vincent Gart-
land, Pastor of the Church of St. 
Ann will officiate.  Friends and rel-
atives may call on Friday from 6 to 
8 PM at the funeral home.  Sons of 
the American Legion, Post 458, will 
conduct services at 7:45 PM. Pri-
vate family burial services will take 
place in St. Hedwig Cemetery, 
Ewing. 
 
Memorial contributions in Mi-
chael’s name may be made to VNA 
of Mercer County, 171 Jersey Street, 
Trenton, 08611 or at www.vna-
homecare.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Randy Ray Olson 

Randy Ray Olson, 
age 68, of Wash-
ington, Iowa, 
passed away 
Wednesday, May 
22, 2024, at the 
University of 
Iowa Hospital. 
 

Celebration of life services will be 
held 11:00 a.m. Thursday, May 30, 
2024, at the Oregon Township 
Cemetery with Pastor Darryl Carr 
officiating.  The family will be pre-
sent to receive friends from 5:00 
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 29 at the Jones & Eden Fu-
neral Home.  Memorials have been 
established for the Ainsworth Fire 
Department.  Online condolences 
may be sent for Randy’s family at 
www.jonesfh.com. 
 
Randy was born October 11, 1955, 
in Vinton, Iowa, the son of Arnold 
and Doris J. (Walter) Olson.  He 
graduated from Washington High 
School in Vinton, Iowa.  Randy was 
united in marriage to Kathy Laton, 
on February 16, 1974, in Vinton, 
Iowa. 
 
Randy moved to Washington in 
1982, where he worked as a Senior 
Manufacturing Engineer for Perfex 
Manufacturing and Modine Manu-
facturing.  In his retirement, Randy 
worked for the Washington County 
Ambulance Service as a wheelchair 
van driver and also picked up parts 
for Washington Auto Center.  
Randy was very civic-minded and 
devoted much of his time to benefit 
local Veterans.  He was the Found-
ing President of the Washington 
American Legion Riders and was a 
member of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion and the Patriot Guard 
Riders.  He served on the Cedar 
Rapids Fire Department, the Vin-
ton Fire Department and the Wash-
ington Fire Department. He was 
the photographer for the Ainsworth 
Fire Department.  Randy belonged 
to the Washington County Amateur 
Radio Club and enjoyed riding mo-
torcycles and fishing. 

He is survived by his wife, Kathy 
Olson of Washington, Iowa; son, 
Aaron Olson and significant other 
Sheila Evans of Ainsworth, Iowa; 
son, Trent Olson, and wife Cassie of 
Ainsowrth, Iowa; two grandchil-
dren: Kurtis Olson and Micah Ol-
son; brother, Bruce Wutzke and 
wife Jeanette of Marion, Iowa; sis-
ter-in-law, Sandy Driscol and hus-
band Larry of Vinton, Iowa. 
 
Randy was preceded in death by his 
mother Doris Peery; sister Barb 
Kaplan; two brothers, Dwayne, and 
Wayne Wutzke; grandparents, 
Glen, and Blanche Steinmetz; Par-
ents-in-law, Lee, and Doris Laton; 
and brother-in-law, Rick Laton, 
and wife Marsha. 

 
Richard Johnson 
Richard “Magic” Johnson, 56, 

passed away 7-
27.  Richard was 
a member of 
Teamsters #455.  
 
He is survived by 
his son, Jere-
miah, mother, 
Elsie, 2 brothers, 

a sister, other family, and dear 
friends.  He was preceded in death 
by his father, Floyd. 
 
Memorial services, 11:00 AM, Sat., 
8-2, Newcomer Funeral Home – 
East Chapel.  Donations to: Sons of 
the American Legion, 7465 E. 1st 
Ave., #D, Denver, Co 80230. 
 
Expressions of sympathy may be 
made at www.newcomerfam-
ily.com. 

 
Allan Trombley 

Allan Trombley, 
68 of East Wake-
field, N.H. 
passed away at 
Maine Medical 
Center of heart 
failure on Satur-
day, May 11, 

2024.  He was born April 9, 1956 in 
Littleton, N.H. to Earl and Louise 
(Brooks) Trombley.  Married his 
wife Janine in 1998 and lived in 
Rochester before moving to East 
Wakefield.  Allan received his de-
gree from ITT tech and worked as 
an energy technician at UNH for 20 
years. 
 
He belonged to Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion, Knights of Columbus 
and the Elks in Dover, N.H. Allan 
loved to fish and spent much of his 
time in retirement fishing with his 
kids and grandchildren. 
 

He leaves behind two sons, Mat-
thew and Garrett Trombley, step-
children Wendy Wing, Tracy Shaw, 
and Brian Yurick.  Also, 12 grand-
children: Chandra Correll, Keith 
Correll, Miranda Wing, Rhianna 
Gullage, Avery Yurick, Sierra Wing, 
Myles Shaw, Autum Yurick, Isa-
belle Trombley, Jordan Jacobs, 
Ryan Shaw and Royce Trombley 
and greatgrandchildren Evelyn and 
Otis Gullage.  Siblings include Toni 
Bartz, John Trombley, Craig Trom-
bley, Sr, Lois Bijolle, Dean Trom-
bley, Peter Trombley, Mary Trom-
bley, Jane Trombley, David Trom-
bley and many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces, and great nephews.  
He is predeceased by two of his 
brothers Wayne and Robert Trom-
bley, two nephews Daniel Bartz and 
Ryan Trombley and a daughter 
Meredith Trombley. 
 
Cremation care provided by Pea-
slee Funeral Home. No service is 
scheduled but a celebration of life 
will be later this summer. 
 
In lieu of flowers, please make a do-
nation to Wounded Warriors Foun-
dation or your favorite charity. 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
http://www.vnahomecare.org/
http://www.vnahomecare.org/
http://www.jonesfh.com/
http://www.newcomerfamily.com/
http://www.newcomerfamily.com/
https://imengine.public.prod.cdr.navigacloud.com/?uuid=5d4bc05c-fa8a-5d85-9724-a505c3494b09&type=preview&q=60&function=fit&maxsize=1000
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Honor.  Heal.  Empower.  Unite. 
Henry Howard | May 29, 2024 

 
The nation’s memorial 
to the Global War on 
Terrorism (GWOT) 
should be designed by 
a veteran.  Or a Gold 
Star Mother.  Or the 
winner of a design 

competition. 
 
Michael “Rod” Rodriguez, who is leading the effort 
to have the memorial erected on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., has heard those suggestions and 
countless others.  But the president and CEO of the 
Global War on Terrorism Memorial Foundation has 
a different take on who should spearhead the design: 
GWOT veterans and their families. 
 
Last September, the foundation sought public input 
on the design of the memorial, receiving nearly 
20,000 submissions.  A group of artists is now incor-
porating some of those ideas and will work with a de-
sign advisory council on the concept.  The goal is to 
unveil the memorial’s design and break ground in 
2025. 
 
“I’m an artist, not an expert in the Global War on 
Terrorism,” says Rodriguez, a former Green Beret 
who was medically retired from the Army due to 
combat injuries in 2013.  “I don’t speak for every-
body’s experience.  I have 55 friends who were killed.  
I still don’t know what that’s like.  It would be very 
arrogant of me to think I do.  I would still want to 

talk to other people.  From there, let’s inspire the art-
ists and design teams.” 
 
In addition to creativity, Rodriguez puts a high value 
on service to others.  “That’s my passion, and it fell 
right in line with how I was raised,” he says.  “It also 
fills a primal need humans have.  We are tribal in na-
ture.  If we didn’t serve our tribe, we never would’ve 
made it out of the cave.  We wouldn’t have evolved 
to planning trips to Mars and other once-unthinka-
ble goals.” 
 
Family tradition.  A member of American Legion 
Post 1981 in North Carolina, Rodriguez is proud of 
his family’s tradition of military service.  His father 
was a Vietnam War veteran.  Both grandfathers and 
all his great-uncles served in World War II. His old-
est son is on his fourth deployment with the 82nd 
Airborne, while his youngest son is set to join the 
military after graduating high school this year. 
 
“Apple trees make apples,” he says proudly. 
 
His years in uniform shaped Rodriguez and his con-
tinuing mission to serve others, including in his 
leadership role at the foundation. 
 
He recalls his first deployment, as an 18-year-old 
Army private, to Somalia in 1993.  His job was to es-
cort food convoys to malnourished Somalis, many of 
whom were orphans. 
 
“I learned in the United States military, very early in 
my career, that we don’t just hunt down bad guys,” 
he says.  “As part of the 10th Mountain Division, I 
was out there providing sustenance and hope for a 
population just hoping to live to that afternoon.  
Hoping to make it through the night and the next 
day.” 
 
Even as Rodriguez advanced to become a Green Be-
ret sniper and a medic, his passion for helping others 
remained a priority.  “I was doing the same thing in 
villages all over the world: providing basic care to 
people,” he says.  “Penicillin still works in certain 
parts of the world.  Give it to a 2-year-old child who’s 
got an infection and they’ll live.  That’s tremendous.” 
 
Four tenets.  The Global War on Terrorism Memo-
rial will represent the service and sacrifice of post-
9/11 veterans and their families.  The design will be 
based on four tenets, words chosen from discussions 
in 2018: • Honor.  “Honoring all those who serve.  
We have to start with those who lost their lives.  The 
first KIA in the Global War on Terrorism was Johnny 
Micheal Spann.  He worked for the CIA Special 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=Honor.%20Heal.%20Empower.%20Unite.&url=https://www.legion.org/honor/261785/honor-heal-empower-unite
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Activities Division and was a Marine.  We had other 
agencies and individuals fighting side by side.  What 
about them?  There were over 3,400 non-uniformed 
individuals who lost their lives.  That’s almost half 
the number of uniformed servicemembers we have 
lost.  That’s astounding.  Think about them.  Think 
about those families.  There are also the invisible 
wounds of war.  We need to talk about that.  Some of 
our brothers and sisters are losing their war with su-
icide.  We’re honoring all those who serve and their 
families.  They are part of this.” 
 

• Heal.  “Healing can be interpreted in a number 
of ways.  Sometimes that’s personal.  A lot of us 
are still healing from our service, whether that be 
physical or not.  Then there are relationships ... 
Maybe it’s your family.  We’re also healing as a 
nation.  There are still men and women out there 
willing to do everything they possibly can to de-
fend and protect this beautiful, great nation of 
ours.  That’s very important.” 

• Empower.  “When I started working on this pro-
ject in 2016, the people who pushed back almost 
immediately were the veteran community: 
‘Why?  We don’t need that.’ We need to empower 
them to understand what they did.  Give them 
that voice.  Empower them to tell these stories, 
these millions of stories of service and their own 
experiences.” 

• Unite.  “Remember, we are still engaged in a dif-
ficult-to-define, multigenerational war.  We’ve 
lost five servicemembers this year: three reserv-
ists from Georgia and two frogmen, the oldest of 
which, Chris Chambers, I knew.  He was No. 55 
of my friends.  They’re still fighting.  We need to 
remind everybody about the strength of our na-
tion and who we were on Sept. 12.  United.” 

 
Next steps.  The foundation’s 24-step quest to 
build the memorial began well before the 20-year 
war in Afghanistan ended. 
 
Rodriguez joined the foundation board in 2016, the 
year after its creation.  Buoyed by The American Le-
gion’s support through a national resolution, the 
memorial got the green light in 2017. 
 
“We wouldn’t be here where we are, with the author-
ization to build this memorial on the National Mall, 
without The American Legion,” he says.  “The Amer-
ican Legion was one of our first allies to stand beside 
us.” 
 
The foundation is currently working on steps 13 
through 19, which include raising funds and 

receiving design approval from the Commission of 
Fine Arts, National Capital Planning Commission 
and National Capital Non-Advisory Commission. 
 
“We’ll take our design to them,” Rodriguez says.  
“This is what we would like to build.  This is what we 
envision.  This is what we would like.  All of our art-
ists, as we continue to build the team, understand 
that we’re going to present something, and we may 
have to adapt it.  We’re always transparent and open 
(about) everything we’re doing.” 
 
Future plans.  Looking ahead to the 2027 dedica-
tion, Rodriguez pauses.  “No one’s asked me that 
question yet: ‘What’s it going to be like for you on 
dedication day?’” he repeats.  “Maybe I’ll hit that mo-
ment of clarity.  But I’m going to be really proud of 
our nation for doing this.  I’m the full magnet, but 
it’s just not my memorial.  I will have a lot of emo-
tions on that day, and I know I will not have done 
this alone.” 
 
After the pomp and circumstance, the Global War on 
Terrorism Memorial will take its rightful place in the 
nation’s capital among memorials to Americans who 
served in World War I, World War II, the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, and the Gulf War. 
 
“We will be positioned uniquely in that it’s going to 
maintain its reality as time progresses on,” he says. 
After the memorial’s dedication, Rodriguez, and his 
team plan to focus on educational programming and 
engagement opportunities.  “That’s when the em-
powerment piece of our four tenets will really take 
off,” he says.  “We will continue to tell these stories 
and continue to educate and inform.  We have one 
mission.  We will have the opportunity to continue 
to engage past, current, and future generations.” 
 
Rodriguez envisions virtual and in-person engage-
ment.  “We’re not just going to say, ‘OK, we’re done.  
Let’s move out.’ We will endeavor.  We’re going to 
have a tremendously active presence with the mil-
lions of visitors we’re going to get every year and up-
hold our four tenets. 
 
“We’re also looking to what we can do digitally.  How 
can we start improving this to where there’s engage-
ment all over the world?  What type of experience 
will classes have when they visit?  Is there something 
else we can add?  We’ve got a big pot of gumbo brew-
ing right now with a lot of ideas.  All those will really 
start taking shape in the next couple of years.” 
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