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Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. ñJRò Hall Jr. , National Commander  
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  
 

          
 

     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabeljr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/


 3 |                                      | Round-Up 

 
Fred  D.  Reed 
Fred D. Reed, 92, of Del Mar, CA, formerly of Won-
dervu, CO and Sun City, AZ went to be with the Lord on 
August 22, 2003.  He was born October 1, 1910 on a 
homestead southwest of Akron, CO. 
 
He was a retired Army colonel and served in the South 
Pacific during World War II. He worked as a supervi-
sory civil engineer for the Bureau of Reclamation for 36 
years.  After retiring, he worked as an international 
consultant designing dam and irrigation projects in 
Santo Domingo, Nicaragua, and Indonesia.  Fred was 
active and held offices in the Lutheran and Southern 
Baptist Church, Sons of the American Revolution,  and 
the American Legion. 
 
Preceded in death by his wife Frances; survivors in-
clude Roger (Mary), Joyce Bathrick (Frank), Susan 
Nadel (Carlton), Janet Najar, Mary Ann Longacre 
(Clint), and Dan; 17 grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren; and Lois and sister Belle. 
 
Visitation, Thursday 6 -8 p.m.; Funeral service, Friday 
12 noon; both at Olinger Crown Hill Mortuary.  
 
Click here to Send Flowers to the family  of Fred. 

 

 

 
We did not meet our 100% goal!  (shhhh! but 
we WILL !)  
 
ñBy providing hope and positive vision, Opti-
mists bring out the best in youth, our commu-
nities and ourselves. ò - Mission Statement of the 
Optimists International  
 

Optimism, isn't that a good way to walk  through 
life?  How many of you have heard the following state-
ments?  ñThere is a Silver lining in every 
cloud",   "Always look on the Bright side!", 
"Every day may not be good, but there is Good 
in every day! ò 
 
My fellow members, that is where we are today!  At 
this moment we are SO VERY CLOSE  to our goal 
that we just have to remind ourselves that ñThings 
turn out best for the people who make the best 
of the way things turn out! ò 
 
We need to keep up the good work to collect our re-
maining members!   Nationally we are on another rec-
ord setting year!  Our National Membership Chair-
man Daryl Verstrete said it best... ñWe have in-
creased membership by 16,147 Members .  We 
currently have a renewal rate of 86.53% leav-
ing a total of unpaid members of approxi-
mately 51,286. ò Can you imagine adding that on top 
of what we already have?  We would be at 428,658 for 
a total.  TEAM 400 here we come.  (400,000) Nothing 
has stood in our way all year.  We have shattered rec-
ords, broken goals, and made milestones no one prob-
ably thought possible.  Letôs wrap this year up with a 
BANG!  Keep in mind we are only 3,371 Mem-
bers short of hitting another all -time 
high."   The Central Region needs just 2,429 mem-
bers to be 100%!  My Brothers, for our Mission, for 
our fellow members, for our Children, and most im-
portantly for our Veterans !  Let's go the extra mile 
and blow our goal out of the water!  
 
Here are our numbers!  Since the May 9th report we 
gained only 0.70% but ever detachment in the region 
still gained!   Shout outs this report go to the detach-
ments of Minnesota and Michigan who moved for-
ward 1.82% and 1.11%, respectively.  They were fol-
lowed by the Detachment of Indiana who climbed 
0.98%!  All of the remaining detachments climbed in 
smaller percentages as follows... West Virginia and 
Ohio both raised their numbers by 0.19%.  Wisconsin 
beat them by a tiny margin with a gain of .20%!  Ken-
tucky moved up .12% and Illinois by 0.03% (Although 
Illinois' report shows us at 100.37%). 
 
I cannot be more proud of the work all of you have 
done so far!  So, as they say... ñNo one ever injured 
their  eyesight by looking on the Bright 
side! ò  Your mind will believe what you tell it, so tell 
it positive, happy, and optimistic things!   We WILL 
reach our goals! 
 
Remember the words of Winston Churchill...  ñThe 
pessimist sees difficulty in every 

https://endlesstributes.tributestore.com/sympathy-landing/?utm_source=denverpost.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=third-party-obits-mng&utm_term=Fred-Reed&obdata=cNMSMSVsMD6JT8Ljz7WzRLiyssEiC%2BULzN4cgQWQJ39VTBRBtkLRs8pJnH49ZohN34Vazhp3WmlBy7dGnMX3jDioqL22jO1kT6d6HkOnQwYsS3v8wDY2Ccb9mqO56233rOrEwzAt6aXE9MHwBfm5ovy8ojJwUKLsXYD3Xm1NEwj7fxaUGSa%2BCPQ61oHWV7Bm5UUuEIPM2cX1EdI8IlX4C95005TXo64cvTOzj8kkmhiPcrx2PXJ7thob3TJOB6v%2FPgN%2BH7BCrsSnXuidg%2FaYpF969fol3%2FaQC8TT7qxlDfs%3D&utm_content=flower-click
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
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opportunity.   The optimist sees opportunity 
in every difficulty! ò 
 
Keep up the good work! 
 
For the Commander, 
 
ñBelieve and Succeed !ò 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman  
 

 

 

 
Whatôs up Westside? 
 
Tremendous job Westside!  We are moving and shak-
ing, and our numbers are showing.  Great job taking 
2nd place and letôs get to 1st. Keep up the amazing job 
you all are doing. 
 
Congratulations to Latin America, Hawaii, New Mex-
ico, Arizona, Oregon, and Idaho for hitting the 100% 
5/15/24 goal.  
 
The Westside report.  We improved by .63% currently 
at 99.23% total from last report .  We are now 2nd in 
the nation and right behind Southeast Region by 
2.44%.  Well done Latin America at 112.12%, Hawaii 
at 110.00%, New Mexico at 108.28%, Arizona at 

105.65%, Oregon at 104.04% and Idaho at 102.12% for 
already making goal. Coming on strong is Wyoming at 
98.08%, Colorado at 97.90%, Washington at 97.54%, 
Alaska at 96.61%, California at 95.38%, Utah at 
95.00%, Montana at 89.92%, Nevada at 80.62% and 
Philippines at 56.96%.  Inspiration is one thing,  and 
you canôt control it, but hard work is what keeps the 
ship moving.  Good Luck means, work hard.  Keep up 
the great work and thank you for going above and be-
yond and everything you do for this great organiza-
tion.  
 
For God and Country, 
 
ñOne Team, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul.  
Be the One!ò 
 
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman  

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
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https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

