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On V-E Day, let’s remember Europe’s
Gratitude for U.S. military support

Norman Shable | May 6, 2024 firsthand the respect, admiration and sheer apprecia-

tion European citizens had for the American soldiers
At 87, | have lived through  who had saved their lives And for Americans in gen-
many epic world events, eral by association. Even more than 10 years later, it

from the aftermath of the was still fresh on peopl esbd
Great Depression to

World War Il and the hor- | recall how people would approach me, smiling

rors of the Holocaust.  proadly, reaching to vigorously shake my hand. fi A n
Over time, | O0xmerOibsed!VEdThey woul dThlarH :

that our natiopud SThéinkl SYiouNs Even though

over the U.S. role in  have fought in the war, men, women, and youngsters

armed conflicts overseas  would stop what they were doing to tell me, in broken

have become increasingly  English, what they were doing before D-Day, on it,

bitter and deep. Notsince  and afterward when their lives were transformed.

Vietham have we seen  They would point to the sky and recount the U.S. air-

such rage and controversy about U.S. involvementin ¢ r aft over head that her al de

wars abroad as weoOre seei NdhdelfRedddn. They told stories of Gls tossing them
chewing gum and chocolate bars from the back of

Some who oppose involvement would prefer to see  jeeps as they drove by, and the tears of gratitude that

conflicts resolved through diplomacy and negotiation . welled in their eyes.
Others view the United States as aligning with the
wrong side of history and want nothing short of a com- My novel i The i Bne dfgight! haGeeame 0

plete policy reversal. This is especially true when it thored i reflects this sentiment in scenes set on
comes to the IsraelGaza war Regardless of the polit-  Omaha Beach during that fateful battle and at the
ical context, an important aspect gets overlooked  Normandy American Cemetery, where a bronze statue
when we disparage U.S. military involvement abroad:  of an unknown American soldier with his arm and ri-
The invaluable, often life-saving support it brings to  fle pointing skyward pays tribute to the American
nations in need, and the gratitude of those who receive  troops who helped end the war.
it.

War is always controversial. There are good guys and
In honor of V -E Day on May 8, | call upon Americans  bad guys There are winners and losers Tax dollars

everywhere to remember the times in history when di- spent. As the worldoés | eading
rect U.S. military support has been a source of cele-  United States will inevitably find itself at the cross-
bration for those on the receiving end. | for one viv- hairs, time and again, of opposing opinions world-

idly recall the joy and gratitude expressed by Europe- wide.

ans in the decade following the end of World War I,

in which U.S. troops had helped bring about an Allied

victory in Europe. During travels to Europe in the see V-E Day page 10
1950s, and in particular to France i where D-Day and

the battles of Omaha Beach played oufi | experienced
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Round-Up is a publication designed to disseminate information related to
Sons of The American Legion and the American Legion Family and is pub-
lished weekly and distributed each Sunday.

Round-Up is a collection of information procured from various resources to
stay better informed on happenings within The American Legion Family, and
of other related topics of interest, and makes no claims or guarantees about
the accuracy or currency of the contents of this publication, and expressly
disclaims liability for errors and omissions.

SUBMITTING ARTICLES: All submissions are to be made electronically
to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. If you need assistance, please send an email to
same.

All information must be submitted by noon each Friday.

PNVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor
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Donald “JR” Hall, Jr.

National Commander
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Representing More Than Me,

Donald L. i J R0 JH,&N&tibnal Commander
Sons of The American Legion

EREPRESENTING
More
THAN ME |

From the Editor

Thanks for your continued support!
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible
RENEW TODAY!

Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

click a button below for more information

" EMBLEM
DONATE SALES

*« ¢« « TEAM ¢ » «»

VRABEL

"
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Robert L. Bristo

Central National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Second Wednesday Quarterly
September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802

My feet hurt, my calves are on fire, | have blis-
ters on top of and next to other blisters; I'm a
wreck! But I'm good!

You see, no one has shot at me todayl wasn't frozen
during the Battle of the Bulge, | wasn't at the top of the
hill in lwo Jima, | was nowhere close to the Chosin
Reservoir, and | have only read about the Tet Offen-
sive, Grenada, and all the battles in the war on Ter-
ror! But men and women of our armed services
were. They knew and know the horrors of com-

bat and that can play with their brain!

fiNever let a stumble in the road be the end of
the journey! 0 - Unknown

Today | had the honor of participating in an Eight Mile
walk (12.5 klicks for some of you) to raise awareness
on Veterans Suicide and The American Legion's BE
the ONE campaign. Eighty-five members of The
American Legion Family, local community citizens,
members of law enforcement and the National Com-
mander of The American Legion Daniel Seehafer
walked from Flora to Louisville, lllinois this morning
for this purpose. We raised over $6,200 for "BE the
ONE" and enjoyed some rare calm lllinois Spring
weather.

These two small Illinois farming communities were
the location of our kickoff to our recognition of Armed
Forces Week. As May is the observance of the Federal
Mental Health Awareness Month, it is perfect timing
to promote and educate our members about this im-
portant cause. We must all learn how to BE the
ONE, to Save the ONE!

fiWhen you don't have the strength to take an-
other step, ask those you love to pull you! 0-
Unknown

Itis OK, to not be OK! My Brothers, PLEASE continue
to do your buddy checks, continue to ask our veterans,
the ones we Serve if they are Ok! We MUST be the
first line of defensein assisting those who may be suf-
fering from mental anguish!

Now for our numbers... The Central Region slipped to
4th place amongthe regions this past week. With
that being said all five regions are at 96% or
better, and we continue to be on track for an-

other "All Time High" in membership this

year!

The Central Region moved up almost a full
percentage point with an increase of .80%! We
now sit with 97.43%! The leading detachment in the
region this week wasWest fiBy God 0 Virginia with

a jump of 3.59%! WAY TO GO! We had three
other detachments that improved more than a half of
a percentage point with Ohio (0.98%), Indiana
(0.84%), Michigan (0.73%), and Kentucky (0.71%)
leading the way. lllinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota
brought up the rear with 0.44%, 0.41% and0.27%, re-
spectively.

| wish to close this week with the pledge for suicide
awareness.

fil pledge to raise awareness of suicide in my
community. | pledge to advocate eliminating
the stigma surrounding suicide and mental
health. | pledge to listen to and support those
around me that are struggling with suicidal
thoughts or behaviors. | pledge to contact my
support system when needed! o]

For the Commander,
fiBelieve and Succeed !0

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman

John R. Cook

Northeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode: 469 153
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09

James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

Wh a t 0Westside?

To use the phrase from Western Region National

Vice-Commander Jimmy Fisher, looks like we are

done sandbagging,and we are climbing our way to the

top. Keep up the great job you all are doing and keep
this membership momentum going.

This is a reminder to you all that the 2025 SAL Mem-
bership Card cut-off date is May 15, 2024, which is
also the 100% Target Date The IT Production team
will run the 2025 SAL Membership Cards extract on
or around May 18, 2024. Please transmit your SAL
membership by the May 15, 2024, cutoff date to en-
sure that your memberséo
rectly reflect their continuous years.

The Westside report. We improved by 1.50% cur-
rently at 97.67% total from last report. We are now
3 in the nation and right behind Northeast Region by
0.33%. Our next goal is to be at 100% by 5/15/24.
Well done Latin America at 112.12%, Hawaii at
110.00%, Arizona at 104.05%, New Mexico at

103.98%, Oregon at 102.09% and Idaho at 101.97%

for already making goal. Coming on strong is Wash-
ington at 96.61, Alaska at 96.32%,Wyoming at
96.15%, Utah at 94.78%, California at 94.70%, Colo-
rado at 93.16%,Montana at 87.90%, Nevada at
78.81% and Philippines at 56.96% Success is not how
high you have climbed, but how you make a positive
difference to the world. Thank you for going above
and beyond and everything you do for this great or-
ganization.

For God and Country,

i On &eam, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul
Be the Onel! o

Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman

Terry A. Harris

Midwest National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Fourth Wednesday Quarterly
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685

Linwood A. Moore

Southeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 6, 2024 | June 5, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

BETHEONE

If you’re a veteran in crisis or concerned about one,
contact the Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confi-
dential support. Dial 988 then Press 1, chat online
at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 838255.

National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information
subject to change.

=% | PROUD POSSESSORS
/ OF A PRICELESS HERITAGE

4|

BETEQONE | Round-Up



https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey, Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19,2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

SONS OF THE NEXT MEETING: JUNE 17, 2024
==AMERICAN

LEGION NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMISSION

ACTION ALERT

MAY 2024 WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SONSAMERICANISM

TOP NEWS

* THE FOLLOWING
DETACHMENTS HAVE
REGISTERED 2023-2024 FLAG
PLACEMENTS: CALIFORNIA,
FLORIDA, HAWAII, ILLINOIS,
MARYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS,
NEBRASKA, AND SOUTH
DAKOTA.

* REMEMBER TO HOST A BLOOD
DRIVE AND CONTRIBUTE TO
THE CWF, OCW, AND VCF IN
ORDER TO BECOME A
NATIONAL 4 PILLAR
SQUADRON.

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED

YOUTH ARE NEEDED FOR THE NATIONAL CHILDREN &
YOUTH ACADEMY. THE 2024 ACADEMY WILL BE HELD
AUGUST 24TH IN NEW ORLEANS, LA. CONTACT
CHAIRMAN CASEY FOR MORE INFORMATION AT
APROUDPATRIOT1776@GCMAIL.COM

FLYING FLAGS FOR HEROES

THIS IS AN ONGOING PROGRAM OF THE NATIONAL
AMERICANISM COMMISSION. PLEASE REMEMBER

TO REGISTER YOUR FLAG PLACEMENTS AT [S=x%
WWW.FLYINGFLAGSFORHEROES.COM. THE GOAL IS —X%
PARTICIPATION FROM EVERY DETACHMENT.

Century Committee

Joe Gladden, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11, 2024 | August 13, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024
7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph Lohman, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024

May-13,2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

"
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09

Finance Commission

William G. Hill, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
April 18,2024 | July 18, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

Legislative
Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

DEVOTION TO

MUTUAL

HELPFULNESS

Member Training &
Development
Committee

Michael Cotton, Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

Membership &
Squadron Activities
Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Legion Flag & Emblem.

SONS=%
===AMERICAN

LEGION
*x K ok
* %

YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
vzzx NMIATTERS
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch”  where you will be directed to www.myl-
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.

2024 Media & Communications

Contest winners named
The American Legion | May 10, 2024

The American Legion is proud to announce the win-
ners of the 2024 Media & Communications Contest.
The contest recognizes the work Legion Family mem-
bersi Legionnaires, Sons of The American Legion,
Auxiliary and Legion Riders i do to promote the good
of the organization across media channels.

There were a record 109 contest entries submitted for
the seven categories The winners were selected by a
panel of judges and approved by the National Media

& Communications Commission on May 6 during
Spring Meetings.

Chai r manos Tiketey rEdgstrom, Depart-
ment of Minnesota

Innovation Award: American Legion Friends Face-
book page, Dayna Beyer, Auxiliary, Department of
Ohio, and Mary J. Whitler Fisher, Department of Cal-
ifornia

WEBSITES

1 Department/District:
partment of Minnesota

1 Honorable mention: Julie Muhle and Angela
Chappell, Department of Wisconsin

I Posts up to 249: Keith Kay, Post 1187 in Castle
Rock, Colo.

I Posts 250 -749: Laurel Ross, Post 243 in Oviedo,
Fla.

 Posts over 750:
Vegas

Timothy Engstrom, De-

Roger Henning, Post 76 in Las

EDITORIAL/NEWS

1 Department/District:
part ment of
Strusinski,

T Posts up to 249:
criteria)

I Posts 250 -749: John Gessner, Post 100 in
Sparta, Wis., WWII soldier gives dress to teenage
girl from concentration camp

1 Posts over 750: Jay Bowen, Post 209 in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo. (The 411)

Timothy Engstrom, De-
Mi nnesot a,
| obbyi st

No award (entries did not meet

EDITORIAL/INFO

1 Dept/District: ~ Timothy Engstrom, Department
of Mi nnesot a, AShakeup

9 Posts up to 249: Russell Myers, Belleville, N.J.,
Squadron 105 donation to the Fisher House

1 Posts 250 -749: no award (entries did not meet
criteria)

I Post over 750:
criteria)

no award (entries did not meet

PUBLICATIONS

9 Dept/District: Julie Muhle and Sheri Hicks, De-
partment of Wisconsin

1 Honorable mention to Timothy Engstrom, De-
partment of Minnesota

1 Posts up to 249: Jesse Cole Rivera, Post 12 in
Bandera, Mexico
Posts 250 -749: Patricia Douglas, Post 911 in
Hoover, Ala.
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
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http://www.legion.org/dispatch
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mailto:Dispatch@legion.org

1 Honorable mention to Larry Wilhelm, Terry Mey-
ering and David Grandfield, Post 178 in McKin-
ney, Texas

i Posts over 750:
nial Heights, Va.

Richard Cole, Post 284 in Colo-

VISUAL MEDIA

91 Dept/District:  Timothy Engstrom, Department

of Minnesota, Legion Baseball photo

Timothy Engstrom, Department of Minnesota

1 Posts up to 249:
Squadron 105

1 Honorable mention to Keith Kay and Aron Sager,
Post 1187 in Castle Rock, Colo, Wreaths Across
America photos

1 Posts 250 -749: Patricia Douglas, Post 911 in
Hoover, Ala., Legionnaire saluting child in mili-
tary uniform and posts namesake gravesite photo

9 Posts over 750: No entries

Russell Myers, Belleville, N.J.,

PUBLIC RELATIONS

1 Department/District: Timothy Engstrom, De-
partment of Minnesota, with Kristy Janigo of Os-
seo-Maple Grove Post 172 and Christopher Ander-
son of Hastings Post 47 (Legionnaires speak out
against House legislation on e-pull tabs)

1 Posts up to 249: John Capriotti Jr., Post 310 in
Racine, Wi s. (Spirit of
stored)

1 Posts 250 -749: Haley Ford, Post 120 in Pal-
myra, N.Y. (A community tree lighting event to
honor community veterans and military mem-

bers)

9 Posts over 750: no award (entries did not meet
criteria)

SOCIAL MEDIA

1 Department/District: Sarah Tobin, District 7
in Colorado Springs, Colo.

9 Posts up to 249: Vince Winter, Post 13 in Sitka,
Alaska

9 Posts 250 -749: Richard Sambuchino and Frank
Hall, Post 571 in Erie, Pa.

9 Honorable mention to Chelsea Hunter, Post 208
in Arlington, Heights, III.

1 Posts over 750: Roger Henning, Post 76 in Las
Vegas

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12, 2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824

./I 7 7 ;,./7,/[., ‘ ‘~ i " ‘:‘ k_ i
American Legion Post 13 in Albuquerque, N.M., hosted its ninth
annual Heroes Hiring Heroes job fair on April 25.
~ —sybmitted phato_
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Legion -supported job fairs
nationwide help veterans

find careers
The American Legion | April 30, 2024

From the national level down to the post level, The
American Legion continues to strive to help veterans,
military spouses and transitioning servicemembers
find careers through job fairs and hiring events.

Here are a few recent successful events.

"
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09

National event with MilitaryHire
On April 23, the Legion and MilitaryHire cohosted a SONS -

SONS OF THE

i iri i i LEGION J——
virtual hiring fair for servicemembers, veterans and =AMERICAN

military spouses. **:** L E G I Ol I

Preliminary data provided by MilitaryHire showed
that 34 employers and 257 candidates attended the
event, with 603 chats taking place between candidates
and recruiters and/or veterans service officers. More
than 100 candidates attended the entire nearly five-
hour event.

==AMERICAN

LEGION
RIDERS

New Mexico Heroes Hiring Heroes

On April 24, Post 13 in Albuquerque, N.M., hosted its
ninth annual Heroes Hiring Heroes employment
event. Past National Vice Commander Paul Espinoza
said the event drew 45 employers, each with at least
15 job openings, and 13 community resources.

==AMERICAN

LEGION
AUXILIARY

New Jersey Casino Career Fair

For the sixth year, the Department of New Jersey
joined with the New Jersey Casino Control Commis-
sion for a career fair to fill job openings at Atlantic
Citydébs nine casinos.

This yeards event on April rew 2{,0 ihob seeker s,
among the highest turnouts for department job fairs a W'”'meon'

since 2011, according to par t ni¥akionpcdRgesidennp | oy -
ment, Homeless & Educati on t t dhe Amseri®@mlbgion Ausiltry .

Share your events

To keep up with job fairs nationwide, go to Le-
gion.org/Careers/JobFairs . Is your department or
post hosting a job fair? Send your event details

to wproffet@legion.org. Pass the Poppy!

7Zd/(/g %a« L‘ﬂ 0“/" National

Poppy Day®
is

/e 0“/(1—%/0 J;ﬂﬂf(cf’ ares May 24, 2024

Juan Cruz Rodriquez,
Department of Puerto Rico @
Todd Bidlack,
Detachment of Ohio

Lexacom
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Local scouts gather with flags as the Department of Florida Ameri-
can Legion Riders arrive escorting the Global War on Terror Me-
morial Wall to the 9th Annual Veterans Expo at Post 69 in Avon
Park , Fla. , on Friday, January 5.

Hilary Ott /The American Legion

The cover wrap prominently displayed a QR code to
place orders easily using a phone camera. The QR
code took readers directly to the online ordering plat-
form at Flags.Legion.org.

Emblem Sales also recorded a 7% increase in all April
orders over the same month last year. Following
16,317 orders in April, Emblem Sales stood at 4%
higher for the first five months of 2024, compared to
2023.

OANn extraordi nadry
The American Legion | May 2, 2024

On April 24, a yearly com-
memoration was held in
the community of Bé-
rismenil, Belgium, of the
crash of a B17 into a
nearby hillside during
World War Il, held at a
monument to the pilot and
all others killed during the
war. The ceremony was
just one of many set around
Europe for 2024, this year
of 80th anniversaries of
World War Il battles.

Ken Omer of Post NLO1.
Andy Clevenger

Emblem Sales achieves

record flag orders in April
The American Legion | May 3, 2024

American Legion Emblem Sales — the nation’s largest
distributor of American-made U.S. flags — had a record-

breaking month in April.

Boosted by an April 2024 cover wrap of The American
Legion Magazine, the nation’s most widely circulated
monthly magazine for veterans, orders for U.S. flags
jumped 3% over last year's record-breaking sales
month. The number of flag items sold in April alone
reached 451,718, nearly half the total number of units
sold for the first five months combined.

Among those taking part
was Margraten American Legion Post NLO1 of Bruns-
sum, Netherlands, which has done so since 2018 As
Andy Clevenger, retired from the Air Force and
NATO, explained,
students commemorate and memorialize the World
War | and World War Il monuments to all casualties
(military and civilian), coinciding with the anniver-
say of the crash. d He cal
mony. O

Isabelle Engels, a bilingual Belgian author, and for-
mer NATO employee, has organized the ceremony for
more than 30 years, including working with Post
NLO1. During that time, she has tracked down the
fates of the nine surviving pilots and connected with
the family of the one KIA, James H. Young. In a his-
tory of the event, she
8th Air Force bombed the ball-bearing manufactories
at Schweinfurt a few minutes after the attack by the
Luftwaffe on the formation without escort.

On board the Joker, Technical Sgt. James H. Young
(top turret) was killed by a 30 mm ammunition . The
aircraft was so damaged that the crew bailed out

10 |
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between Vielsalm and Bérismenil. Hearing a low-fly-
ing B-17, the villagers of Bérismenil went out to see
what was happening. Three parachutes were drifting
in the sky. The aircraft slammed into the hill nick-

named Othe Crestelles6 arc Spanky Memorial Golf Outing
set up the entire hill. The mayor, Joseph Mottet, and June 8, 2024

the villagers searched for survivors but only found the Little Apple Golf Course, Bellville Ohio
burned body of Young. Other villagers helped put out Shotgun start at 9:00am

the fire.o
4 Person Team

A memorial to the Joker crew was erected near the $220 entry fee per team
crash site in 1984. In ]:992 _the Amerlcan !J_mt of the Includes skins, cart, donuts and juice at the start, hot
NATO AWACS group inherited responsibility for it . dogs at the turn, and pork chop dinner to follow.
This yeards ceremony incl:. ]
S400 payout for first place

the World War Il monument, World War | monu- - P
ment, B-17monument, and the crash site itself, where $200 payout for second place
theJoker6s | ast mi nutes were r All proceeds will benefit Honor Flight / Richland

County Honor bus for veterans
V-E Day Sponsored by Sons of the American Legion
continued from page 1 Squadron 535

. If you would like to put a team in or make a $100
But that must not prevent us from honorlng the QOOd hole sponsor, please contact Craig Smith at 419-631-

that comes from intervening to protect U.S. allies, re- 3743 or Call Bruce Hayes at 419-566-1838
spond to acts of aggression, preventerrorism, or stop

the spread of weapons of mass destruction Actions

aimed at these specific goals are overwhelmingly fa-

vored by public opinion.

#BUCKEYESNEEDBUCKEYES #BUCKEYESNEEDBUCKEYES

OnV-E Day, |l etds recall Eur A
of World War Il as a way to remember and honor the DONAT

positive impact our actions can have. .
BLOOD, '

About Norman Shabel Norman Shabel is the author of eight
novels, praised by Judge Andrew
paced reads about the dark side of law enforcement and the judi-

ciary.o Many of hi s s t-yearcaesrasar e SAVEA '4\«\\—_-&"‘

BRUTUS

pl ainti f f édprosetuton where lge wanessed injustice

and oppression on a daily basis; others draw on his experiences of B K EY E - ‘
Jewish family life and his astute observations of its unique, often = “\

hilarious, dynamics. Also a prolific playwright, Shabel has written 28 TN

seven plays, three of which have been produced offBroadway in *THE BLOOD PROVIDER TO WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER-
New York City, Philadelphia, and Florida to rave reviews. Born in

Brooklyn, N.Y., Norman is retired from law and splits his time be- Thursday | Westerville ;‘\’“e’ica" Legion

tween New Jersey and Florida He finds much joy spending time June Blood Drive!

with his adult children and grandchildren. In the Westerville American Legion Hall!

393 E College Ave. Westerville, OH 43081

Please donate to help maintain the local blood

supply. Did you know that just ONE hour of your
THE time can help save up to THREE lives!!

12:30PM-5:00 PM | Appo|NTMENTS PREFERRED* Walk-ins Welcome:
Visit www.Versitiorg/OH | Call 614-347-4949 or SCAN the QR Code to

schedule your appointmen!

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY \ /
WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER \ /Ve

at

fast

"
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| mportant Web Links

The National Public & Media Communications Com-
mittee has created this Important Web Links docu-
ment for our members, as well as for all members of
the American Legion Family, to use to get to some of
our most important websites. Please save this docu-
ment and refer to it often. Thank you!

SAL National Web Site
https://www.legion.org/sons

Publications and Forms
Awards and much more)
https://www.legion.org/sons/publications

(SDR, Handbook,

Subscribe to Newsletters
MyLegion.org)
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/My _ -Ac-
count/Opt -In-Out

(requires signing into

Millennium Newsletters
https://sites.google.com/view/teamvrabel/the
lennium?authuser=0

-mil-

Round -Up Newsletters
https://sites.google.com/view/teamvrabel/round -

up-newsletter

Newsletter Digital Archives
https://www.legion.org/library/258352/50  -years-
sons-american-legion-newsletters-now-available

Be The One
https://www.legion.org/betheone

Voter Voice
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home

Membership Reports

https://www.legion.org/sons/membership _-reports

SAL Resolutions
https://www.legion.org/sons/resolutions

Future Meetings
https://www.legion.org/sons/events

Emblem Sales Digital Catalog
https://emblem.legion.org/catalog -legion.asp

YOUNGSTOWN
STATE UNIVERSITY
VETERAN AFFAIRS

YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

* &

. " READING of the NAMES

VETERANS PLAZA
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 | 11:00AM

You are invited to YSU's Annual
Reading of the Names
and
Armed Forces Appreciation Luncheon

The Office of Veterans Affairs would like to invite you to YSU's annual Reading of the Names ceremony
and Armed Forces Appreciation Luncheon. Both events will be held on Wednesday, May 22, 2024. The
Reading of the Names ceremony will begin at 11:00 a.m. at Veterans Plaza with the luncheon to follow in the
Rossi Room of Kilcawley Student Center. This event is strategically placed between Armed Forces Day and
Memorial Day.

If you are attending The Reading of the Names ceremony only, no RSVP is necessary. If you are attending
both events or the luncheon only, please RSVP by Friday, May 17.
You need not be a veteran to attend. This event is in memory and celebration of all YSU staff, faculty,
students and family members who have served in our nation's Armed Forces.

Schedule of Events
11:00 a.m. - The Reading of the Names - Veterans Plaza, south side of Beeghly Center
(The Reading of the Names is an annual event held at Veterans Plaza where 67 names of faculty, staff and
students, who lost their lives in the service of our country, are read in solumn rememberence - program
includes a presentation of colors, national anthem, reading of the names, chorus, 21 gun salute and the
playing of TAPS)
11:30 a.m. - Armed Forces Appreciation Luncheon - Rossi Room, Kilcawley Student Center
(The Armed Forces Appreciation Lunch is an event open to all to celebrate those who have served or continue
to serve in our nation's Armed Forces. RSVP is required.)

RSVP

KNOW

THA
YOU

(w a\“ v\W )

& VRABEL

"
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to have a
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jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

Steve Aker

Steve Aker, age
71, a former res-
ident of Port-
land, passed
away on Friday,
May 3, 2024
in Richmond
Indiana.

Steve was born April 18, 1953 the
son of Clarence Sam and Rosalie
Pauline (Axe) Aker. He graduated
from Jay County High School and
worked for First Fleet. Steve was a
member of the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion in Portland, Indiana,
and the Eagles Lodge in Portland.
Survivors include: His daughter:
Michelle Wilson (husband Larry) i
Saratoga, Indiana; 3 sons: Scott
Aker (wife Angie) i Wilshire, Ohio
Charles Aker (wife Michelle) i
Mooresville, Indiana ; Chris Aker i
Fort Wayne, Indiana; His brother:
Clay Aker (wife Robin) - Loveland
Colorado; 5 grandchildren and 3
great grandchildren.

Graveside services will be held at a
later date at Mt. Zion Cemetery
northeast of Portland.

Arrangements entrusted to Wil-
liamson-Spencer and Penrod Fu-

neral Home in Portland.
Memorials can be directed to the
Portland American Legion.

Online condolences may be sent to
www.williamsonspencer.com.

To send flowers to the family or
plant a tree in memory of Steve
Aker, please visit our floral store.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Ernest Dean Krise

Ernest Dean Krise,
affectionately known

as Ernie, peacefully
passed away at his
residence in Farm-
ers Valley, PA on
May 2, 2024, at the
age of 89, sur-
rounded by his fam-

ily. He was the loving husband of
Margaret Mary (Chrzan) Krise. The
couple married August 7, 1954 and
had 69 happy years together.

me mb e r & s Erhie wasrbora on March 12, 1935,

in Sayre, PA, son of the late Ken-
neth C. and Hazel (Walborn) Krise.
Erni eds l'ife was
work and dedication. He began his
journey in the world of mechanics
by fixing bicycles as a child and
later became the top salesman at
Hal |l 6s Motors
1981, Ernie and his brother Dale es-
tablished Krises Tire and he de-
voted himself to the business until
his passing in 2024.

Known for his exceptional skills in

repairing anything with a motor,

Ernie found joy in helping his chil-

dren remodel and enhance their
homes. He also cherished casino
trips and family outings, creating

countless memories with loved
ones.

Ernie was a proud member of the
Sons of the American Legion Post
49 in Troy, PA, and a faithful at-
tendee of St. John Nepomucene
Catholic Church. His accomplish-
ments as a member of the Troy
Bowling Hall of Fame and the es-
teemed 700 Club reflected his ded-
ication and passion for the sport.

He will be deeply missed by his be-
loved wife Margaret Mary (Chrzan)
Krise, his children: Ronald L. (Mar-
ilynn) Krise of Troy, Roxanne M.
(Alan) Roloson of Farmers Valley,
Mary M. (Thomas) Dunbar of Troy,
Barbara J. Krise (John Ott) of
Farmers Valley, Sharon L. (Rod-
ney) Watson of Berrytown, and
Kenneth E. Krise (Amy Webster) of
Troy, grandchildren: Jennifer,
Terri, Jessica, Ryan, Kevin, Lisa,
Matthew, Emily, Nicholas, Tracy,
Eric, Marcia, Benjamin, Sharla
along with several great and great
great grandchildren, brothers
Bradley Krise of Canton, and James
(Lorianne) Krise of Montour Falls,
NY, sister-in-law Shelby Krise, and
several nieces and nephews. Ernie
is reunited in eternal peace with his
parents Kenneth C. and Hazel
Krise, as well as his siblings Shirley,
Dale, and Leroy.

A private family gathering to honor
Erniebdos |ife wil
date. The Gerald W. Vickery, Jr.
Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc.
1093 West Main St. Troy, PA has
been entrusted with the arrange-
ments.

flmor

Memorial contributions may be
mad e in Erni ebs
Sons of the American Legion Post
#49, 1 Veteran Drive, Troy, PA
16947, or to St. John Nepomucene
Catholic Church c/o Saint Mi-
chael 6s Pari sh
ton St. Canton, PA 17724 .

occur in Pittsburgh PA. The date is
todedetersnined. o t he

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Millennium Cremation Ser-
vice. Condolences may be shared

1 0 &nlird car tvviw. miNeEnisiumcreng -

tionservice.com.

Send Condolences at\Vick- To plant trees in memory, please
eryFuneralHome.com. visit the Sympathy Store.
Jim Gage Paul Catalana
y Jinh a(frad) Paul Catalana,
Gage 1] Jr. 62, died in
went to rest Clearlake, Octo-
May 5, ber 23, 2004.
2024. He Resident of Lake
1veag rn on County for 17
November years. Born in
6, 1941 in San Jose, Sep-

Pittsburgh Pennsylvania to Earl

and Margaret Gage (Deceased).

After living in and loving Pitts-

burgh for 72 years the warmth of
Micco Florida called and he loved
the area for 10 years On Septem-
ber 3, 1960 Jim and Mary Jane
(MJ) were married spent the next
63 plus years together. They lived
in Plum Pennsylvania for 42 years
where they raised their 3 sons.

He had a long career in sales Jim
was an avid bowler, with award
scores consisting of 87 300 games,
31 800 series and was a citydou-
bles champion. In 1978, Jim had 2
of his 300 games and was high av-
erage at Nesbit's Lanes with 224
He was also a lifetime member of
the Elks and Moose, and a long
time member of the Sons of the
American Legion. Jim had a love
for Pittsburgh sports, especially the
Steelers and Pirates He also en-
joyed shooting pool and golfing.
Jim spent multiple years umpiring

and coaching many little league
teams for Plum Boro. He was at
one time a volunteer fireman for
Penn Hills number 1 and Holiday
Park. Jim was an active member of
the Pittsburgh Rockets Drum and
Bugle corps and the Steel City Am-
bassador Alumni Drum and Bugle
corps.

Jim is survived by his loving wife of
63 years Mary Jane Gage; children
Earl Gage lll, Jeffery (Louise Con-
way) Gage and Daniel (Krista)
Gage; 5 grandchildren Jim (Shana)
Gage, Amanda (Art) Johnston,
Aliya Gage, Daniel Gage Il, Haley
Campbell; 6 great grandchildren
Alillya, Elyncia & Lucina Gage,
Easton, Ensley & Emerson John-
ston. Jim is also survived by his sis-
ter Barbara BPdarn andcabrothex Edt
ward (Regina) Gage, plus many
other family members and many
friends.

The family is planning a celebration
of life for close friends and family to

tember 30, 1942.
Foreman, Sheet Metal Machine
Shop, 22 years Member of Sons of
American Legion. Survived by wife
of 16 years Arlene Catalana (di-
vorced) of Campbell; parents, Paul &
Ethel Catalana of Clearlake, and
Palm Springs; sister Sandra Stegal of
Fresno; son Michael Catalana (Cin-
die) of Almaden; daughter Sandi
Phillips (Levi) of San Jose; grand-
children Taryn, Ryann and Jeffery
Phillips of San Jose, and Jared and
Riley Catalana of Almaden. Memo-
rial Service, 5:00 p.m. Monday, No-
vember 8, 2004
Catholic Church at 20101 McKean
Road in Almaden, CA 95120 (408)
997-4800. Arrangements by Jones
and Lewis Clear Lake Memorial
Chapel.

Click here to Send Flowersto the
family of Paul.

RENEW!

NEVER

FORGET
WHY YOU

STARTED

ater
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If you would like to
see Round-Up
continue,
please consider
making a donation
to offset expenses.

[ hank fﬂ«/

Jeff Vrabel Sr
@Jeff-VrabelSr

-M@#
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Germann
Benjamin
John Ger-
mann, 61, of
Ripley, Ohio,
passed away
Sunday, May
5, 2024 at An-
derson Mercy
Hospital  in
He was a Me-

Benjamin John

Ohio .
chanical Engineer for Glenro Inc. in

Cincinnati,

Maysville, Kentucky. Ben was a
member of the Barber Shop Har-
mony Society of Cincinnati, Ohio,
the Southern Gateway Chorus, the
Sons of the American Legion, and
the Ripley Church of the Nazarene
He loved singing and he loved his
grandchildren.

Ben was born October 28, 1962 in
Maysville, Kentucky the son of the
late Harry David and Anne Marie
(Kunz) Germann. He was also pre-
ceded in death by a sisteri Mary K.
Helbling.

Ben is survived by his loving wife of
twenty-one years i Teresa Ger-
mann; two children 1 Brittany Tay-

lor of Sardinia, Ohio and Nick Ger-

mann (Becca) of Sardinia, Ohio;
two stepsons 1 David Webb of
Hillsboro, Ohio and Dana Webb of
Ripley, Ohio; seven grandchildren
i Stella, Aurora, Willow, Brooklyn,

Londyn, D.J. and Jordyn; four sib-

lings i Becky Butler (Don) of Bowl-
ing Green, Kentucky, Maureen Day
(Roy) of Ripley, Ohio, Frank Ger-
mann (Debbie) of Cold Spring,
Kentucky and Susan Wright of
North Point, Florida.

Funeral services will be held at 1:00
P.M. Friday, May 10, 2024 at Cahall
Funeral Home in Ripley, Ohio.
Clark Castle and David Webb will
officiate. Visitation will be from

11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Friday.
Cremation will follow the funeral

services.

If desired, memorial donations may
be made to: Gideons International

www.gideons.org.

Condolences may be sent to the
family at: www.cahallfuner-
alhomes.com.
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2023-2024 Consolidated Squadron Report as

No. of CSR o

. Squardon | submitted e
DELAWARE 14 4

SOUTH CAROLINA 28 5 17.9%
TENNESSEE 46 7 15.2%
SOUTH DAKOTA 44 6 13.6%
NEW MEXICO 34 4 11.8%
OHIO 309 29 9.4%
OREGON 33 3) 9.1%
IOWA 159 14 8.8%
NORTH DAKOTA 47 4 8.5%
WASHINGTON 72 6 8.3%
NEW HAMPSHIRE 62 5 8.1%
ALABAMA 67 4 6.0%
FLORIDA 192 1 5.7%
ARIZONA 79 4 5.1%
INDIANA 297 14 4.7%
ALASKA 22 1 4.5%
MASSACHUSETTS 136 6 4.4%
WYOMING 25 1 4.0%
WISCONSIN 126 5 4.0%
CONNECTICUT 51 2 3.9%
MONTANA 51 2 3.9%
PENNSYLVANIA 466 18 3.9%
CALIFORNIA 213 8 3.8%
COLORADO 65 2 3.1%
OKLAHOMA 69 2 2.9%
MAINE 72 2 2.8%
JLOUISIANA 73 2 2.7%
|kENTUCKY 77 2 2.6%
NEBRASKA 163 4 2.5%
ILLINOIS 288 7 2.4%
|[KANSAS 126 3 2.4%
UTAH 42 1 2.4%
MISSISSIPPI 44 1 2.3%
TEXAS 253 5 2.0%
MARYLAND 102 2 2.0%
MICHIGAN 211 4 1.9%
NEW JERSEY 211 4 1.9%
MINNESOTA 266 4 1.5%
NEW YORK 582 8

NORTH CAROLINA 75 1

VIRGINIA 87 1

GEORGIA 120 1

ARKANSAS 29 0

DISTRICT OF COL 3 0

FRANCE 11 0

HAWAII 11 0

IDAHO 27 0
JLATIN AMERICA ) 0

MISSOURI 117 0

NEVADA 17 0
PHILIPPINES 5 0

PUERTO RICO 6 0

RHODE ISLAND 12 0

VERMONT 35 0

WEST VIRGINIA 49 0

Total 5826 219
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Regional Breakdown as of April 23, 2024

Central NVC Bristo (MN) Northeast NVC Cook (NH)
Detachment Sqdn | Submitted | CSR% Detachment Sqdn| Submitted| CSR%
OHIO 309 29 9.4% DELAWARE 14 4 28.6%
INDIANA 297 14 4.7% NEW HAMPSHIRE 62 5 8.1%
WISCONSIN 126 5 4.0% MASSACHUSETTS | 136 6 4.4%
KENTUCKY 77 2 2.6% CONNECTICUT 51 2 3.9%
ILLINOIS 288 7 2.4% PENNSYLVANIA 466 18 3.9%
MICHIGAN 211 4 1.9% MAINE 72 2 2.8%
MINNESOTA 266 4 1.5% MARYLAND 102 2 2.0%
WEST VIRGINIA 49 0 0.0% NEW JERSEY 211 4 1.9%
Totals| 1623] 65 |NNNOUAN [NEW YORK 582 8 1.4%
DISTRICT OF COL 3 0 0.0%
Midwest NVC Harris (KS) FRANCE 11 0 0.0%
Detachment Sqdn | Submitted | CSR% RHODE ISLAND 12 0 0.0%
SOUTH DAKOTA | 44 6 13.6% VERMONT 35 0 0.0%
IOWA 159 14 8.8% Totals| 1757 51 | NG
NORTH DAKOTA | 47 4 8.5%
OKLAHOMA 69 2 2.9% Southeast NVC Moore (VA)
NEBRASKA 163 4 2.5% Detachment Sqdn| Submitted| CSR%
KANSAS 126 3 2.4% SOUTH CAROLINA 28 5 17.9%
MISSOURI 117 0 0.0% TENNESSEE 46 7 15.2%
Totals| 681 33 [N [ALABAMA 67 4 6.0%
FLORIDA 192 11 5.7%
Western NVC Fischer (CA) LOUISIANA 73 2 2.7%
Detachment Sqdn | Submitted | CSR% MISSISSIPPI 44 1 2.3%
NEW MEXICO 34 4 11.8% TEXAS 253 5 2.0%
OREGON 33 3 9.1% NORTH CAROLINA | 75 1 1.3%
WASHINGTON 72 6 8.3% VIRGINIA 87 1 1.1%
ARIZONA 79 4 5.1% GEORGIA 120 1 0.8%
ALASKA 22 1 4.5% ARKANSAS 29 0 0.0%
WYOMING 25 1 4.0% PUERTO RICO 6 0 0.0%
MONTANA 51 2 3.9% Totals| 1020 33 |
CALIFORNIA 213 8 3.8%
COLORADO 65 2 3.1% Comparison
UTAH 42 1 2.4% Year Sqdn| Submitted| CSR%
HAWAII 11 0 0.0% 2023-2024 5826 219
IDAHO 27 0 0.0% 2022-2023 5884 1947 31.10%
LATIN AMERICA 5 0 0.0% 2021-2022 5827 1553 26.70%
NEVADA 17 0 0.0% 2020-2021 6211 1163 18.72%
PHILIPPINES 5 0 0.0% 2019-2020 6211 1353 21.78%
Totals| 1788 32 - 2018-2019 6211 1638 26.37%
2017-2018 6211 1723 27.74%
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Hilary Ott

National adjutant

announces retirement
Jeff Stoffer | May 8, 2024

U.S. Navy veteran Daniel S. Wheeler announced his
retirement Wednesday, effective May 9, from his
constitutional office . He was the 13th national adju-
tant of The American Legion, chief operating officer

Wheel er 6s
gion National Executive Committee and American
Legion National Commander Daniel J. Seehafer
ends a 45year career at The American Legion Na-
tional Headquarters.

Following his 2008 appointment as national adju-
tant, Wheeler led and oversaw hundreds of break-
throughs for the organization i from massive ad-
vances in communications technology to legislative
victories that delivered relief, care and disability
benefits for millions of veterans exposed to toxic
contamination in military service . He guided na-
tional staff in the development of programs, ser-
vices, and advocacy to address posttraumatic stress
disorder, traumatic brain injury and veteran suicide
at the same time he led initiatives to establish a per-
manent home for The American Legion Baseball
World Series and raise awareness of such causes as
The American Legion Veterans & Children Founda-
tion, Operation Comfort Warriors and the Be the
One mission to reduce veteran suicide His leader-
ship over nearly 15 years as national adjutant also
ushered in a new Post9/11 Gl Bill and multiple im-
provements in education benefits for the newest
generation of wartime veterans that followed.

A member of American Legion Post 137 in Rich-
mond, Va., Wheeler served as president of the Citi-
zens Flag Alliance between 1994 and 2009, fighting
for a constitutional amendment to protect the U.S.
flag from deliberate acts of desecration.

Wheel erds first position
was as an assistant editor atThe American Legion
Magazine in 1979. Following promotions, ulti-
mately to editor and publisher, he was named exec-
utive director of the Indianapolis -based National
Headquarters in 1995.

Surrounded by American Legion volunteer leaders,
national staff, and his family, he told the NEC that
ilt has been the greatest
|l ected to serve in this

Wheeler told those gathered at National Headquar-
ters in Indianapolis about the mentors who have

helped him throughouthiscareer. il si ncer el

all of those for their mentorship and much more so,
for their friendship . There have been good times,
and there have been notso-good times, some of
them right here in this room . But my long-suffering

announcement bef

of the nationds | argest 0r:%ifg%alth)éhiit%eeon&yma/‘side@ro hita#lmaqdlltar
veterans ant to thank her for that and ensure héer that | love
) her even more because of i
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He thanked national staff
in the business who have faithfully carried out all of
your directives.

s in the ¢comrdunity s Heldves-s t
sees The American Legion
Headquarters in D.C., which
is responsible for advocacy

o anld eolicy veork dHe discussed o k -
thée €hallenges in fighting for
veteransoO benef it
to deal with the frustrations of
bureaucracy and red tape.

iités been a fantastic jou
ing back emotions. A The memories wil
ti me. o

Following the announcement, the NEC passed two
resolutions in honor of the long -serving officer of the
organization, one electing him as a Past National AMy team and | fi
Commander of The American Legion, another to : efits every. dby,

name Room 3017 the main third -floor conference have folks going up the Hill to talk to members and

room at National Headquarters in Indianapolis i as offices every day | have folks talking to VA and DoD

the Daniel S. Wheeler Conference Room. about how we can do things better. And t hat 6s
you get when you join The

Past National Commander Daniel M. Dellinger said.

thanked Wheeler Wednesday #Afor your dedicated

service, loyalty and leadership, that have elevated Nuntavong lists some of the bigger priorities for The

the bar for al/l t hat f ol | ovmalican Legion, including transition assistance,

veteran homelessness, education benefits and mili-
Past National Commander J o tary quBlity offiifé aHe gives &b @xample ofcthéw The

Massachusetts administered the oath of office to American Legion helped in 2018 when the govern-
Wheeler on his election as a past national com- ment shutdown caused the Coast Guard to not get
mander. paid.

AThis is the greatest honoinBad¢k mynl|l PD&8 wheénl weaimtadt

thank all of you, 0 Wheelerdewnd Mmembews ngf tthiee u@aasd t-
mous vote to elect him to the office of past national saiddinSo, The American Legion
commander. lion in grants to junior enlisted families . We are still,

to this day, fighting to make sure that the Coast
National Commander Seehafer helped bring the an- Guard gets paid if the gov
nouncement proceedings to a close by congratulat- Nuntavong stated.
ing Wheeler for having Ajoined the national staff 45
years ago, giving you the longest combined tenure on He also talks about the Be the One mission and how
staff of any national adjutant . These honors are well, easy it is to focus on the negative number of 22 vet-
wel | deserved. 0 erans dying by suicide every day He says that Be the

One is about shifting focus to helping one veteran at

AThis has been the gr eat es tatineaayd beirfg thatynelperdorefor sameomesetse, t h a
the day my wife said, 0 Y e a thanging@nd lsavingdives, gne persam ataymeu r a s
cal , 60 Wheel er told the crowd before the NEC ad-
journed. Al just thank you al |l Hwereyx prhuad n,e df, r ofind 2t2hevet er an
bottom of my heart. o l ong ti mef Pedhel saarde al ways
negative number. The most important number is
Legion executive director talks one. | f we can save one veter

veteran advocacy on podcast ence that would make.o

The American Legion | May 3, 2024 . . ,

& American Legion | May You can listen to this episode of the Scuttlebutt pod-
Chanin Nuntavong appeared recently on episode 132 caston here: Scu_ttlebutt Ep 132: Ad\(ocatlnq for Vet-
of the podcast, Scuttlebutt, to talk about his role as erans with Chanin Nuntavong - Marine Corps Asso-

Executive Director of The CRIREMFEATANESOR i ongs Gov -

ernment Affairs Office in Washington, D.C.

Nuntavong, a Marine Corps veteran, discussed how
The American Legion is more than individual posts
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Circles of support
The American Legion | May 4, 2024

On Saturday, May 25, American Legion Department
of Wyoming Commander Douglas Johnson will rep-
resent the organization at the second annual Veter-
ansdé Fair MNaisntl&dseunyf Vilithre

Vehicles. The museum, located near Dubois, first
opened in August 2020. Its missions are to honor
and educate about military service, which it does
partly through displaying historic military vehicles.

Cr a! g B_' umenshine, t he~ mu s ?ﬂ,O@OSand' d:duﬁtmg Eé_giéﬁriairéso m-
muni cati ons, stated, ”Th'Sbg%ﬁdqe‘?inérb&s@z\/vfthr‘hﬁlﬁybareve”t

(Wedre) just veWgwapttoonake t o

sure as many veterans as possible have access to it membership
and Know about it. o The American Legion | May 8, 2024

ci rMofe ghan 24,000 Amerigan Legign menghers haye

0 peiepiediihg multivegrmemberghib pptign togenew g
or join since its launch in early December 2023. The
multiyear members locked in the current national
per-capita rate of $18.50 for the next three years to
beat the $5 dues increase that goes into effect July 1
You too can beat the dues increase by selecting a

The theme for 2024 i s fi
and Growth. o0 More than 5
tance in health, careers, suicide prevention, and
many other resources, as well as demonstrations of
and rides in the vehicles. The fair begins at 8 a.m.,
and admission is free.

three-year membershipnow. Her e 6 s h o w:

1 To renew your membership for 2025, visit |e-
gion.org/renew and select the three-year mem-
bership option.

1 To join the Legion, visit legion.org/join_and se-
lect the three-year membership option.

The American L eg-capitaGueswillat i
increase from $18.50 to $23.50 starting with the

2025 membership year. The $5 increase will go into

effect July 1, 2024.

Wyoming Legionnaires staff a table at the 2023 Veterans' Fair.

Craig Blumenshine iltés exciting to see the
joins who have selected the threeyear membership

Other notable speakers will include Wyoming Gov. option as this is what our members have been asking
Mark Gordon, retired Army Brig. Gen. Henry Hunt- for,o National Membership
ley, and other VA officials, and more. In addition to mittee Chairman Matt Jabautsaid. A They ar e s
many state agencies, the Red Cross will have several money, renewal notices in their mailbox and using a
booths touting everything from Reconnection Work- great benefit to being a member of The American Le-
shops for military families to emergency prepared- gion. | know our multiyear membership numbers
ness for children. And attendees can have encoun- will continue to grow before the July 1 dues increase,
ters with animals i goats, dogs,horses, and owls i which I |l ook forward to se

and virtual reality simulators.
What you need to know about a multiyear

Learn more about hdrche Vet er &ampershipai r

1 The three-year membership sign-up is only
available on the national American Legion web-
site (legion.org/renew and legion.org/join ).
Current or potential members cannot renew or

"
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https://www.legion.org/join
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https://em.legion.org/c/12N2PKQG6RKe77cg

join for a three -year membership at the post level
or through www.MyLegion.org.

1 Payment for the three-year membership is up-
front.

1 Thereis not a discounted rate with the three-year
membership.

1 Membership cards will still be sent annually by
Legion posts.

1 Those who sign up for a multiyear membership
will not receive a renewal notice during the time
they have signed up for the multiyear member-
ship.

1 A single year membership is still an option.

Sports

2024 Knights Yeti Raffle

2024 Knights
Yeti Raffle

Buy 1 Entry for $5
or 5 Entries for $20

S

We appreciate your ongoing support!

Donations support youth as all items in Yeti's are from club supporters.
Organized by Central Ohio Knights Baseball
Saturday, June 1, 7:00 PM EDT
www.facebook.com/group s/850501332639161

Winners will be drawn on June 1 at our 1st home
game; we will have a Facebook live stream to view!

Funds from this raffle will help our team pay for var-
ious expenses, including uniforms, equipment,
travel costs for away games, umpires, and others.
We are deeply grateful to each of you who supports
our team and helps make our sports experiences
possible. Regardlessof size, your contributions are
greatly appreciated and will make a significant dif-
ference for our team.

Thank you for being so supportive!

This year, we are excited to offer two raffles, one with
spirits and one opento all. The raffle with spirits is
exclusively for our supporters aged 21 and above.
We will be live-streaming the raffle on our Facebook
page,ensuring everyonecan participate . Feelfreeto
share with any family or friends who would be

interested in supporting the club and potentially
winning some fantastic prizes! The pictures on this
page are of the 2023 Yeti and will be replaced with
this year's prizes, generously donated by supporters
of our club.

The Lincoln, Neb., Post 3 team during Game 13 of the 2023
American Legion World Series at Veterans Field at Keeter Sta-
dium in Shelby, N.C., on Monday, August 14.

Chet Strange/The American Legion

Avoid late fees by registering for
2024 Legion Baseball season
by May 15

The American Legion | May 6, 2024

Registration for the 2024 American Legion Baseball
season is open atbaseball.legion.org.

Teams registered after May 15 may be subject to a
department late fee through the final deadline of
June 1 Please note that each American Legion de-
partment may set an earlier deadline for registra-
tion.

To | earn more about your
fees and deadlines,contact your department chair-
men.

As part of NEC Resolution No. 17 October 2023,
and the education and training requirements of Pub-
lic Law 115126, the Protecting Young Victims from
Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act of
2017, all adult participants (coaches, managers, vol-
unteers and players, 18 years of age or oldermust
complete the Abuse Awareness course either
through Protect Youth Sports or USA Baseball
All adult participants (coaches, managers, volun-
teers and players, 18 years of age or olderinust also
have a completed and passed background check.

Click here to download the American Legion Base-
ball Risk Management Guidebook.
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2024 SAL Membership Report: May 9, 2024

2024 DET. NEEDED TO MEET 2024 o

% OF YEAR 2024

# ([DETACHMENT YEAR END 100% TARGET ACTUAL I;ND GOAL | RENEWAL ¥

GOAL 5/15/2024 MBRSHP ¢
1 |SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 -205 1,816 112.73% 91.10
2 [LATIN AMERICA 33 -4 37 112.12% 62.50
3 |PUERTO RICO 156 18 174 111.54% 98.04
4 [HAawaAll 120 12 132 110.00% 97.48
5 |FLORIDA 23,066 -1,298 24,364 105.63% 85.05
6 [DIST OF coL 91 -4 95 104.40% 89.89
7 |ARIZONA 8,595 -348 8,943 104.05% 83.24
8 [NEW MEXICO 1,582 -63 1,645 103.98% 79.15
9 [SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 -53 1,623 103.38% 84.06
10 [WISCONSIN 4,398 -135 4,533 103.07% 88.89
11 [RHODE ISLAND 348 -9 357 102.59% 85.75
12 |OREGON 1,534 -32 1,566 102.09% 82.16
13 |IDAHO 659 -13 672 101.97% 73.91
14 [CONNECTICUT 1,865 -26 1,891 101.39% 85.81
15 [lowa 4,914 -20 4,934 100.41% 88.82
16 [MICHIGAN 26,236 63 26,173 99.76% 87.29
17 [MARYLAND 16,803 50 16,753 99.70% 88.33
18 [WEST VIRGINIA 2,503 11 2,582 99.58% 84.19
19 [TEXAS 5783 47 5736 99.19% 81.78
20 [NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 62 5,965 98.97% 85.31
21 [FRANCE 168 2 166 98.81% 86.14
22 [NEW YORK 30,663 386 30,277 98.74% 88.61
23 [NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 46 2,724 98.34% 78.27
24 [ILLINOIS 13,716 253 13,463 98.16% 88.73
25 [NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 23 1,052 97.86% 86.56
26 |OHIO 31,690 700 30,990 97.79% 88.13
27 [PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 1,568 61,178 97.50% 88.70
28 [LOUISIANA 1,821 47 1,774 97.42% 87.88
29 [NEw JERSEY 9,662 256 9,406 97.35% 85.58
30 |MISSISSIPPI 736 22 714 97.01% 81.01
31 [MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 175 5,257 96.78% 84.38
32 |MAINE 2,757 92 2,665 96.66% 83.69
33 |WASHINGTON 2,682 91 2,591 96.61% 74.10
34 |ALASKA 1,740 64 1,676 96.32% 78.24
35 |WYOMING 1,248 48 1,200 96.15% 83.01
36 |VIRGINIA 4,367 169 4,198 96.13% 81.11
37 |ALABAMA 2,100 83 2,017 96.05% 81.29
38 [INDIANA 37,244 1,548 35,696 95.84% 86.50
39 [DELAWARE 2,506 109 2,487 95.80% 83.62
40 [NEBRASKA 6,992 339 6,653 95.15% 89.52
41 [VERMONT 3,920 200 3,720 94.90% 86.83
42 [UTAH 460 24 436 94.78% 76.34
43 [MINNESOTA 11,435 602 10,833 94.74% 86.45
44 |CALIFORNIA 11,292 599 10,693 94.70% 79.01
45 |KANSAS 6,055 336 5,719 94.45% 85.44
46 | TENNESSEE 1,792 104 1,688 94.20% 76.12
47 |GEORGIA 4,887 328 4,559 93.29% 79.46
48 |COLORADO 2,952 202 2,750 93.16% 78.01
49 [MISSOURI 3,337 304 3,033 90.89% 79.81
50 |ARKANSAS 406 43 363 89.41% 70.59
51 |MONTANA 1,091 132 959 87.90% 81.32
52 [KENTUCKY 2,399 293 2,106 87.79% 73.34
53 |OKLAHOMA 1,430 220 1,210 84.62% 65.17
54 |[NEVADA 387 82 305 78.81% 66.75
55 |PHILIPPINES 79 34 45 56.96% 54.43
Grand Totals: 382,111 7,517 374,594 98.03% 86.04
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