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Seth Robson/Stars and Stripes | April 25, 2024  

 

 
Akifumi Ishikawa/Stars and Stripes  

 
U.S. Space Commandôs new leader warned of Chinaôs 
rapidly advancing space capabilities this week follow-
ing meetings with his South Korean and Japanese 
counterparts. 
 
 ñWeôre seriously focused at U.S. Space Command on 
our pacing challenge, which is the Peopleôs Republic 
of China,ò Space Force Gen. Stephen Whiting told re-
porters during an online press conference from Ja-
panôs capital Wednesday. 
 
The Tokyo stop was part of a tour that has included 
visits to South Korea and U.S. Indo-Pacific Command 
in Hawaii .  Beijing is ñmoving at breathtaking speed 
in space,ò Whiting said, noting that China is rapidly 
developing a range of counter-space weapons that 
threaten American space capabilities. 
 
ñTheyôre also using space to make their terrestrial 
forces ð their army, their navy, their marine corps, 
their air force ð more precise, more lethal and more 
far-ranging,ò he said. 
 
The general, who took charge of Space Command in 
January, also met Japanese Defense Minister Minoru 

Kihara and top military leaders .  Whiting held up Ja-
panôs new Space Operations Group, which he also vis-
ited this week, as an example during his talks in Japan 
and South Korea. 
 
ñTheir focus on space domain awareness along with 
ours to keep track of those threats in space that we see 
ð and many of those are emanating from China ð has 
put an impetus on us developing improved space do-
main awareness capability,ò he told reporters. 
 
Japan is preparing to field a deep-space radar that will 
provide better understanding of what China is doing 
in space, Whiting said.  The U.S. is partnering with Ja-
pan to launch new satellites that will monitor space 
from orbit, he said, adding that he visited a Mitsubishi 
satellite factory during his trip .  Chinese activities on 
the Moon are also on Space Commandôs radar. 
 
ñThose appear to be exploratory and scientific on the 
surface, but the Chinese arenôt very transparent with 
what they do in space,ò he said.  ñSo, we hope thereôs 
not a military component to that, but we would cer-
tainly welcome more transparency.ò 
 
Whiting said heôs interested in having space domain 
awareness reach lunar orbit.  ñWe want to make sure 
that any activities that happen on the Moon are indeed 
for science purposes and exploration and that no one 
is going to the Moon for military purposes,ò he said. 
 
Space Command operated from 1985 to 2002 and was 
reestablished in August 2019.  It differs from the 
Space Force, an independent service branch estab-
lished in December 2019. 
 
 
 

see SPACE FORCE pag e 18 
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Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. ñJRò Hall Jr. , National Commander  
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  
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https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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Cue the John Williams Music!  Cue the timpani!  Cue 
the trumpet fanfare !  (Bum, Bum, Bum, Bumpa, Bum 
Bum Bum... music in my head!) 
 
Before we know it, the Paris Olympics will be here in 
all its pomp and glory !  Nations from around the world 
will once again square off against each other to see 
who is the strongest, fastest, and the best! 
 
That's where we are!   The Central Region currently 
stands on the Bronze Medal platform a mere 0.43% 
behind the Northeast Region Silver Medalist, and 
3.05% from the current Gold Medal winner Southeast 
Region!  Just as Usain Bolt and Florence Griffith 
Joyner, races were won by the hundredths of seconds, 
so too goes our race for the Gold!  We still have time 
Central Region, reach down and trigger that final 
KICK to get us across the finish line with a Gold ribbon 
to be placed around our necks! 
 
Olympic medal winner Wilma Rudolph said it 
best... ñNever underestimate the power of 
dreams and the influence  of the human spirit !  
The potential for greatness lives within each 
of us! ò 
 
So,  what do you say Central Region ?  Do you 
want to be great ?  Do you want to believe ?  Do 
you want to succeed?   This race that started way 
back in September is almost complete!  Remember we 
are racing for our Mission!   We are racing for our 
Veterans!   We are racing for America!  
 
Here are our numbers... 
 
The Central Region still stands in third place with a 
gain of 0.87% since my last report!  We are just ahead 
in this race by 0.24% in front of the Western Region 
and a barely comfortable lead on the Midwest Region 
by 1.54%.  The Detachment of Wisconsin climbed 
0.37% to remain in 1st place in the region.  The BIG 

Shout Out this report goes to the Detachment 
of West Viriginia  who jumped 2.04%.   WAY 
TO GO !   Indiana moved up 1.19% and were followed 
by Illinois ( 0.93%), Michigan (0.79%), Ohio (0.64%), 
Kentucky (0.59%), and Minnesota (0.49%). 
 
So, I'm showing my age here but do any of you remem-
ber Dave Wottle?  Dave was a middle distance track 
athlete hailing from the great state of Ohio.   He won 
the Gold Medal in the 800 meter run at the 1972 Sum-
mer Olympics in Munich Germany.   In that  800 me-
ter final at the Olympics, Wottle immediately dropped 
to the rear of the field, and stayed there for the first 
500 meters, at which point he started to pass runner 
after runner up the final straightaway.   He seized 
the lead in the final stretch to beat pre -race fa-
vorite  Yevgeny Arzhanov of the Soviet Union by 
just 0.03 seconds.  This gained him the nickname of 
ñThe Head Waiter.ò (Another nickname was ñWottle 
the Throttleò)  It is one of those odd TV memories I 
have (I was 13 at the time) but it always reminds me 
that we can do anything with the right mindset and 
determination!   Take a look!... (copy and paste 
this into your favorite 
browser)   https://youtu.be / 5LHid -
nC45k?si=AJ1QpbhlxzM_m7ER 
 
Please continue to send me your IRA applica-
tions.  The Central Region has issued the second most 
IRA's so far this membership year!  Keep Recruit-
ing!   We are almost there!  Here is how many mem-
bers you need to reach 100%.  Michigan - 451, Illinois 
- 386, Ohio - 1,195, West Virginia - 107, Indiana - 
2,069, Minnesota - 675, and Kentucky - 354!  Come 
on Men !  Wisconsin has shown the way, let's 
all join them on the Gold Medal Platform!  
 
ñSurround yourself with the Dreamers, the 
Doers, the Believers and Thinkers; but most 
of all surround yourself with those that see 
Greatness within you,  even when you don't 
see it yourself! ò - Olympic Gymnast Simone Biles 
 
For the Commander, 
 
ñBelieve and Succeed !ò 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman  
 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athletics_at_the_1972_Summer_Olympics_-_Men%27s_800_metres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athletics_at_the_1972_Summer_Olympics_-_Men%27s_800_metres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yevgeny_Arzhanov
https://youtu.be/5LHid-nC45k?si=AJ1QpbhlxzM_m7ER
https://youtu.be/5LHid-nC45k?si=AJ1QpbhlxzM_m7ER
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
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52 youth advance  
to National Oratorical Contest  

The American Legion | April 24, 2024  

 
Fifty -two high school students won their respective 
American Legion department oratorical contest to ad-
vance to the American Legion National Oratorical 
Contest in Hillsdale, Mich., May 18-19, where they will 
speak on the U.S. Constitution and compete for over 
$203,000 in scholarships.  
 
The contest will begin Saturday, May 18, on the cam-
pus of Hillsdale College, where all 52 competitors will 
be divided into nine groups for the quarterfinals .  The 
competitors will give a prepared eight - to 10-minute 
oration on the U.S. Constitution and a three- to five-
minute oration on an assigned topic discourse ï a 
phase of the Constitution selected from Articles and 
Sections ï in front of judges and family m embers.  The 
top 18 will advance to the semifinal round to again 
present their prepared oration and assigned topics.  
Following the semifinal round, the top three finalists 
will advance to the final competition Sunday, May 19. 
Each department (state) winner who participates in 
the national contestôs first round receives a $2,000 
scholarship.  The 18 semifinalists will receive an addi-
tional $2,000 .  And the three finalists will compete for 
first place and a $25,000 scholarship.  Second and 
third place will earn $22,500 and $20,000,  respec-
tively.  
 

 
Second place winner Ian Chung of New York gives a prepared ora-
tion at the finals of The American Legion National Oratorical Con-
test on Sunday, April 23. 

Hilary Ott / The American Legion  

 
For the past 26 years, the American Legion National 
Oratorical Contest has been held in Indianapolis, 
home to American Legion National Headquarters .  
But in 2024, the Legion received an opportunity to re-
locate the 86-year-old program to the historic campus 
of Hillsdale College in Michigan.   
 

2024 department oratorical winners:  
 
Alabama  
Caden Walker, sponsored by Post 122 in Prattville 
 
Alaska  
Eric McKinley, sponsored by Post 20 in Kenai 
 
Arizona  
Mary-Angel K Sannapu, sponsored by Post 128 in An-
them 
 
Arkansas  
Mattie Jimmerson, sponsored by Post 71 in Cabot 
 
California  
Mahee Haswani, sponsored by Post 362 in Folsom 
 
Colorado  
Mae Webster, sponsored by Post 1260 in Highlands 
Ranch 
 
Connecticut  
Adalee Evans, sponsored by Post 17 in Naugatuck 
 
Delaware  
Rujula Borkar, sponsored by Post 30 in Wilmington  
 
District of Columbia  
Willow Singleton, sponsored by Post in Washington, 
D.C. 
 
Florida  
William Kiker, sponsored by Post 296 in Destin  
 
France  
Nora Gibbons, sponsored by Post 605 in Paris 
 
Georgia  
Anant Gautam, sponsored by Post 307 in Cumming 
 
Hawaii  
Lehua Angeline Norris, sponsored by Post 20 in 
Kailua-Kona 
 
Idaho  
Eliana Cecil, sponsored by Post 16 in Mackay 
 
Illinois  
April Zhang, sponsored by Post 43 in Naperville 
 
Indiana  
Knox Boyd, sponsored by Post 38 in West Lafayette 
 
Iowa  
Karli Roth, sponsored by Post 737 in Waukee 
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Kansas  
Kamela Corbin, sponsored by Post 408 
 
Kentucky  
David Daniel, sponsored by Post 9 in Owensboro 
 
Louisiana  
Leianni Vital, sponsored by Post 1 in Lake Charles 
 
Maine  
Kylie Thibodeau, sponsored by Post 86 in Gray 
 
Maryland  
Siddharth Bajaj, sponsored by Post 300 in Columbia 
 
Massachusetts  
Michael Borowski, sponsored by Post 92 in North 
Grafton 
 
Michigan  
Wisdom Walker, sponsored by Post 303 in Grosse 
Point 
 
Minnesota  
Elijah Cox, sponsored by Post 134 in Walker 
 
Mississippi  
Julia Lever, sponsored by Post 153 in Madison 
 
Missouri  
Jana Rawashdeh, sponsored by Post 312 in St. Charles 
 
Montana  
Jaci Pheifer, sponsored by Post 137 in Kalispell 
 
Nebraska  
Joshua Mammen, sponsored by Post 1 in Omaha 
 
Nevada  
Alexander Hetey, sponsored by Post 40 in Henderson 
 
New Hampshire  
Thatcher Debowski, sponsored by Post 35 in Hamp-
ton 
 
New Jersey  
Elias Freire, sponsored by Post 213 in Sussex 
 
New Mexico  
Zia Miller, sponsored by Post 10 in Las Cruces 
 
New York  
Nia Gooden, sponsored by Post 1009 in Yorktown 
Heights 
 
 

North Carolina  
Natalie Allen, sponsored by Post 267 in Greensboro 
 
North Dakota  
McKinnlee Haberman, sponsored by Post 153 in 
Wyndmere 
 
Ohio  
Katherine Toepfer, sponsored by Post 700 in Howland 
 
Oklahoma  
Nandini Patel, sponsored by Post 184 in Moore 
 
Oregon  
Adelaide Saunders, sponsored by Post 96 in Vale 
 
Pennsylvania  
Amelia Summers, sponsored by Post 559 in Annville 
 
Rhode Island  
Sophia Osmani, sponsored by Post 81 in Coventry 
 
South Carolina  
Isaac Kanagy, sponsored by Post 124 in Walhalla 
 
South Dakota  
Elena Andrews, sponsored by Post 72 in Beresford 
 
Tennessee  
Abigail Whicker, sponsored by Post 281 in Mt. Juliet  
 
Texas  
Evelyn Fisher, sponsored by Post 575 in Lubbock 
 
Utah  
Simon Parnell, sponsored by Post 27 in Farmington 
 
Vermont  
McKinley Keaffaber, sponsored by Post 13 in Benning-
ton 
 
Virginia  
Marisa Parikh, sponsored by Post 54 in Bedford 
 
Washington  
Aubrey Moore, sponsored by Post 186 in Seattle 
 
West Virginia  
Juliann Harlan, sponsored by Post 29 in Elkins  
 
Wisconsin  
Joshua Rush, sponsored by Post 382 in Menomenee 
Falls 
 
Wyoming  
Riley Laffin, sponsored by Post 11 in Lovell 
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Young Green Thumbs: American 
Legion Post 217 Youth Garden  

Program blooms with excitement  
 

In the heart of our 
community, a 
group of budding 
green thumbs is 
sowing the seeds of 
knowledge and fun 
at the American Le-
gion POST 217 
Youth Garden Pro-

gram.  Recently, seven energetic kids ranging from 
ages 5 to 13 embarked on an adventure that blended 
education, exploration, and a whole lot of joy on our 
first field trip.  
 

The journey began bright and 
early at 9:45 am, as the group 
gathered at the American Le-
gion post for an unforgettable 
experience.  Riding in the Uni-
versity of Maryland bus added 
an extra layer of joy, the excite-
ment soared as they boarded, 
greeted warmly by a friendly bus 
driver who added an extra spark 
to the journey. 
 

En route to the University of Maryland Community 
Learning Garden, the children's eyes lit up at the sight 
of campus barns and the adorable newborn horses, 
making the journey as memorable as the destination.  
Upon arriving at the garden, they were greeted by 
knowledgeable and enthusiastic staff members who 
seamlessly combined fun and education. 
 

The garden itself was 
a testament to trans-
formation, once an 
abandoned weed-in-
fested strip of land, 
now a vibrant and 
thriving space for 
learning and growth .  
The children em-

barked on a quick tour, sampling snap peas and dis-
covering the edible flowers, with one brave soul ea-
gerly trying them out.  
 
Next up was a hands-on activity: planting radish 
seeds.  But before they could dig in, the young garden-
ers prepared the garden bed and crafted adorable little 
signs to mark their plantings .  This attention to detail 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
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and engagement made the experience both educa-
tional and enjoyable. 
 
Transitioning to the pollinator garden, the group ex-
plored the intricacies of bee habitats, marveling at the 
"bee wall" and its resemblance to an apartment build-
ing for these vital pollinators .  A stop at the Chef's gar-
den added a sensory delight as the youth savored the 
scents and tastes of freshly picked herbs. 
 
By noon, the group had explored, learned, and worked 
up an appetite.  The return journey to Post 217 was 
punctuated with sheep and horse sightings, adding a 
pastoral touch to the day.  Lunch was a treatða dino-
chicken nugget and fresh fries feast, complemented by 
refreshing juice drinks.  
 

The highlight of 
the day was yet to 
come: planting 
their very own 
vegetable garden, 
known as a "pizza 
garden." This in-
novative ap-
proach aims to 
grow the ingredi-
ents essential for 
a homemade 
pizza, from to-
mato sauce to 
toppings.  Imag-
ine growing your 
own pizza ingre-
dients!  Each 

wedge of the pizza garden represents a different top-
ping, ensuring a flavorful experience for the youth and 
their families when they harvest and cook together.  
The kids eagerly planted seedlings and seeds, witness-
ing the magic of growth firsthand.  

 
With seeds already 
sprouting after just a 
week, the anticipation 
for the next adven-
ture is palpable.  June 
promises a journey to 
a Smithsonian garden 
in Washington, DC, 
adding another chap-

ter to these young green thumbs' story of exploration 
and discovery.  The American Legion Post 217 Youth 
Garden Program is not just about gardeningðit's 
about nurturing curiosity, fostering connections with 
nature, and creating lasting memories. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
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SAL spring meetings May 1 -5 
in Indianapolis  

The American Legion | April 26, 2 024 

 
Sons of The American Legion will gather in Indianap-
olis the first week of May for the SALôs spring meet-
ings.  All events will take place at the Sheraton Indi-
anapolis City Centre Hotel, 31 W. Ohio St. 
 
The Member Training and Development Committee is 
scheduled to meet from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. May 1.  May 
2ôs schedule includes SAL University and the Century 
Committee, each meeting from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 
Sons of the American Legion National Commander Don ñJRò Hall 
addresses the NEC at American Legion National Headquarters in 
Indianapolis, Ind., on Wednesday, October 11. 

Hilary Ott/The American Legion  

 
Other commissions and committees will meet 
throughout the day on May 3-4, with the SAL National 
Executive Committee (NEC) scheduled to meet at 1 
p.m. May 4 and at 8:45 a.m. May 5 to receive their re-
ports.  The NEC sessions are scheduled to be streamed 
on the SAL Facebook page. 
 

Sons of the American Legion  
partners with Ottawa Ordinance  
to raise money for honor flights  

Bethany Ulrick  | April 20, 2024  

 
Ottawa, OH ï The community of Ottawa is supporting 
an organization that takes our local veterans on a trip 
of a lifetime.   
 
Every year, the Sons of the American Legion partners 
with Ottawa Ordinance Firearms and Accessories for 
a gun raffle to benefit Flag City Honor Flight .  Three 
guns were up for grabs, and the names of the winners 
were drawn by one of the veterans that will be flown 
to Washington, D.C. 
 
Flag City Honor Flight makes four trips a year, and the 
veterans don't have to pay anything at all to go.  The 
visit is very emotional and, in many cases, helps them 
heal and make peace with everything they've been 
through while serving the country.  
 
"The Vietnam veterans, especially, when they came 
home, it was not a nice welcome home for them; they 
were not well received.  So for them, this is something 
we can give them that welcome home, and we can give 
them that healing .  You take them to the wall; they can 
find their friends and comrades names on the wall," 
explained Allison Quinlan, the vice president and 
flight director for Flag City Honor Flight.   
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/putnam_county/sons-of-the-american-legion-partners-with-ottawa-ordinance-to-raise-money-for-honor-flights/article_e9224dd2-ff6b-11ee-be6f-cb601046bfc3.html
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This year, the raffle raised $8,000 to donate to the 
cause.  It takes around $100,000 to pay for each flight, 
but there's always people ready to help fund them.  
 
"Putnam County is very supportive of their military 
and their veterans, servicemen both active and inac-
tive, and also the POWs involved as well, those that 
paid the ultimate sacrifice .  Very supportive, very pat-
riotic community," said Jack Fought, the commander 
of the Sons of the American Legion Squadron #63. 
 
The first honor flight of 2024 will depart on Tuesday, 
April 23 .  Each year, the Flag City Honor Flight takes 
around 360 veterans to Washington, D.C. 
 

Th an you Sons of The American  
Legion Squadron 46  

Chambersburg, PA Police Department | April 23, 2025  

 
On April 23, 2024, the Sons of The American Legion 
Squadron 46 presented a donation check for 
$17,425.00 to the Chambersburg Police Department 
K9 fund for the purchase of a new K9. 
 
Historically, the Chambersburg Police Department 
has never purchased a police K9 with taxpayer money.  
CPD continues to be blessed with a very gracious and 
caring community  that has been very generous with 
its donations to our K9 fund.  
 

 
 
The donated money will provide for the cost of the K9 
dog, the K9 Academy, the new K9 handler, and all as-
sociated equipment costs.  The new K9 will be pur-
chased in June, 2024.  The K9 handler will then attend 
the K9 Academy in September.  We expect our new K9 
to be on patrol in mid -October. 
 

CPD thanks the Sons of The 
American Legion Squadron 
46 for their donation.  We are 
humbled by their dedication 
to this community and this 
agency and are very grateful 
for their kindness and sup-
port.  It is because of dona-
tions such as this that our 
agency continues to be suc-

cessful and provide the best service possible to the 
community.  
 

 
Photos courtesy CrimeWatch 

& Chambersburg Police Department  

 

 
 

Registration live  
for 2024 Legacy Run  
The American Legion | April 24, 2024  

 
Registration for the 2024 American Legion Legacy 
Run is now live.  Click here to register as a participant 
or a supporter. 
 
This yearôs Legacy Run will kick off in Independence, 
Mo., on Aug. 18 and travel 1,100 miles through Mis-
souri, Arkansas, and Mississippi, trekking the final leg 
across Lake Pontchartrain Causeway into the New Or-
leans area.  American Legion Jefferson Post 267 in 
New Orleans is the final stop. 
 
Along the route, riders will experience the scenery of 
the American Mid -South, which includes Scenic Hwy 

https://franklin.crimewatchpa.com/chambersburgpd/21193/post/thank-you-sons-american-legion-post-46?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0EpzJJIEY_eTTuiJq_13ri0_WwZtd-z9ykhDqs8kuLQAo_7vxj6NVU1Fw_aem_AXzPFXAmkRjSRbo1Z5vEH-PZY0sIbGtaY6aVqZqmBtz86jWJ7qIRoszRcEEK71uin77r8kjk-K_2_b0I-v4PbP_G
https://www.legion.org/riders/registration
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23 (the Pig Trail,) Turpentine Creek Wildlife Refuge, 
escorting the Vietnam Wall, visiting a veteranôs home 
and veterans cemetery, and a huge surprise that will 
be kept under wraps until check-in.  Prior to and along 
the route, Riders will raise money for  The American 
Legion Veterans & Children Foundation  (VCF), which 
is in its first year of being the fundraising project of 
the Legacy Run. 
 

 
 
The foundation feeds and houses children of military 
personnel and veterans facing urgent, unexpected 
hardships through Temporary Financial Assistance 
grants.  These grants prevent eviction, keep the power 
on and fulfill basic needs to hold a family together 
through difficult times.  
 
The VCF also covers rigorous training and accredita-
tion costs for American Legion claims experts who 
provide free representation for veterans and families 
applying for disability benefits, survivor assistance, GI 
Bill opportunities and more.  
 
Last fall, American Legion Riders National Chairman 
Mark Clark talked about the importance of the VCF, 
calling it ñthe foundation of hope. ñThe American Le-
gion Riders have always embraced doing something 
for the kids.  This foundation does just that.ò 
 
Those who complete registration to participate in the 
ride will receive a copy of their medical and release 
forms in a confirmation email .  If you do not see a con-
firmation email, check your spam folder.  
 
All riders must check in at Post 21 on Saturday, Aug. 
17, 2024, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Upon check-in, you 
will receive your check-in packet containing your Leg-
acy Run items and information .  Later that day, a 
mandatory all -riders meeting will occur at 4:30 pm, 
covering day-to-day riding and safety points.  Unless 
otherwise notified, Riders will be responsible for 
booking and paying for their own lodging at each over-
night stop .  Riders are expected to start each day with 

a full tank of gas at their expense.  From kick stands 
up until the next overnight point is reached, registra-
tion fees will cover fuel and a meal, and other charges 
that occur at scheduled event stops. 
 
Those who want to register to support the Legacy Run 
will receive a full check-in packet by mail; the same 
packet riders receive upon check-in.  You will receive 
your packet after the national convention.     
 
For the purpose of personal safety and the safety of 
others, all riders must register for the Legacy Run for 
one or multiple days to participate .  Non-registered 
Riders will not be allowed to join in or ride with the 
main body of the Legacy Run. 
 
For more information, including safety requirements 
and a hotel list, click here.  If you have any questions, 
you can email legacyrun@legion.org.  Registration 
will close on August 9, 2023. 

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://www.legion.org/riders/260739/national-riders-chairman-urges-support-vcf-new-video
https://www.legion.org/riders/260739/national-riders-chairman-urges-support-vcf-new-video
https://www.legion.org/riders/registration
mailto:legacyrun@legion.org
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to have a memberõs information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Donald E. Sands  

Born January 21 
1947 to Webb and 
Evelyn Sands 
from St James 
Minnesota Don 
was a high school 
football all con-
ference player for 
the St. James 

Saints during his high school days. 
 
His children are Brian's Sands and 
Bronia Hargash from Scottsdale 
AZ, Adam and Jodi Sands from Ea-
gar AZ, Jennifer and John Gerdes 
from Andover , Minn.  
 
Stepdaughter Jamie and Trent 
Johnson from Mesa AZ Donald has 
10 grandchildren and 9 great 
grandchildren.  
 
Donald met and married the love of 
his life Alice Toth in or around 
1980, until her death in 2015. 
 
Alice was a true angel, she knew 
how much he loved his children 
down deep and she brought them 
closer together. 
 
Donald's only other living family 
member is his brother Jeffery 
Sands and his Wife Marcia Sands 
from Brainerd , Minnesota. 
 
Donald retired from Arizona Public 
Service, where he was a journey-
man lineman for 25 -30 years, mak-
ing numerous lifelong  friendships 
with those men. 
 
He always wanted his own place on 
the mountain and in the 80's he 
and his brother Jeff started living 
that dream by buying property in 
Overgaard AZ, building and even-
tually Donald retiring there.  
 
Donald loved this community, and 
just ask anyone, if you needed 
something, he would bend over 
backwards to see you got it. 
 
He was a lifetime member of the 
Eagles club, a member of the Sons 
of the American Legion post 86, all 
his friends belonging to both pri-
vate clubs knew. 
 
Donald and loved him dearly.  For 
that his family would like to offer 

their deepest thank you to all of you 
for being his friend . 
 
Donald had many friends in all ar-
eas where he lived, especially here 
in Overgaard Charley and Martha 
McCastland and Bob and Cindy 
Nixon, a special thank you so much 
for being such a huge part in his life 
after Alice's departure. 
 
Donald was preceded in death by 
his parents Wilbur and Evelyn 
Sands, brother Barry Sands, many 
uncles, aunts, and friends. 
 
His Children and friends will for-
ever miss him. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Jack Timmins  

Jack Timmins, 
age 94, of East Sy-
racuse died on 
March 5th, 2024 .  
Jack worked on 
the New York 
Central Railroad 
from 1947 to 1991 
as a Conductor 

and Brakeman.  He enjoyed danc-
ing, camping, boating, waterskiing, 
fishing, hunting, making wooden 
toys, playing the harmonica and ac-
cordion, and scuba diving.  He was 
a long-time parishioner of the East-
wood Baptist church where he was 
a member of the Men's Fellowship 
Group and served as a custodian for 
many years.  He was a member of 
the Sons of The American Legion of 
East Syracuse.  He also spent a 
great deal of time with his friends at 
the Senior Center. 
 
He was born in Solvay, N.Y. and 
grew up in Baldwinsville on his 
parent's farm. His parents were El-
dred and Marion Hathaway Tim-
mins.  He lived his entire adult life 
in East Syracuse, N.Y. 
 
His wife of 30 years, Luciel (Corey-
Fay) died on December 26th, 2001.  
 
He is predeceased by his son Don-
ald Timmins, and his sisters June 
Bowen and Shirley Wright.  
He is survived by his current wife, 
Florence (Reese-Dipietro); his two 
sons: William of Florida and Robert 
of Florida; his grandson Joe 
Schoener of Skaneateles; along 
with numerous other 

grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, and great-great grandchil-
dren. 
 
There will be no calling hours.  A re-
membrance service and reception 
will be held on May 4, 2024 at 
11:00AM at the Eastwood Baptist 
Church at 3212 James Street, Syra-
cuse, NY under the supervision of 
Goddard-Crandall-Shepardson fu-
neral home. 
 
Online condolences, www.shepard-
sonfh.com. 
 
Published by Syracuse Post Stand-
ard from Apr. 24 to Apr. 28, 2024.  
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Ricky "Rick" G. Blakesley  

Ricky Gene 
ñRickò 

Blakesley, 64, of 
Hutchinson, 

died April 22, 
2024, at home 
surrounded by 
his family.  He 
was born July 

12, 1959, in Russell, to Claude Ray 
and Margaret Ellen (Boxberger) 
Blakesley.   
 
Rick graduated from Hays High 
School in 1978, National College in 
1996, and the Kansas Law Enforce-
ment Training Center, in 1980.  His 
work career was quite varied.  Rick 
was a deputy for the Barton County 
Sheriffôs Department, oilfield 
worker for B.J. Tita n, team mem-
ber at Arconic (formerly Alcoa), be-
fore retiring from Reno County 
Youth Services and the Reno 
County Public Works Department.  
 
Rick was a proud member of the 
Sons of The American Legion Lysle 
Rishel Post #68 and volunteered 
every year at the National Junior 
College basketball tournament.  He 
supported the Hutchinson Sal-
thawks, Hutchinson Blue Dragons, 
and enjoyed watching the Kansas 
City Chiefs and Kansas University 
basketball.  In his spare time, he 
collected coins, worked on old cars, 
and rode his motorcycle.  Above all, 
Rick loved his family.  He was a 
proud son, husband, father, grand-
father, and brother.  Rick was al-
ways there to support his three chil-
dren in their s chool activities, take 
family vacations, and spoil and 
tease his six grandchildren.  He was 
a member of Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, Hutchinson.  
 
On May 18, 1985, he married Lori 
Michelle Otte, in Great Bend. 
 
Rick is survived by:  his wife of al-
most 39 years, Lori Blakesley of 
Hutchinson; children, Audree Lynn 
Blakesley Senestraro (Adrian 

Joseph) of Lawrence, Emile 
Michelle Blakesley Frantz (Dylan 
Jeffrey) of Lubbock, TX, and Tan-
ner Blakesley (Claire Morgan Gee) 
of Topeka; grandchildren, Maddi-
son and Maia Senestraro, Maddex 
and Brynley Frantz, and Avery and 
Eleanor Blakesley; parents, Claude 
and Margaret Blakesley of Salina; 
siblings, Ginny Neil (Allan) of 
Derby, Tina Burtzloff of Salina, and 
Rodney Blakesley (Barbara) of Ur-
bandale, IA; and his beloved dog, 
Cosmo. 
 
He was preceded in death by  his 
grandparents, Ted Boxberger, 
Leona Price, and Vernon and Delia 
Blakesley; brother-in-law, Tom 
Burtzloff; and his beloved four -leg-
ged Zoey. 
 
Celebration of Life service will be 
10:00 a.m. Saturday, April 27, 
2024, at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 17th and Main, 
Hutchinson, with the Reverend Dr. 
Kim Biery officiating.  Graveside 
service will be 3:00 p.m. at the Na-
toma Cemetery, Natoma, 
KS.  Friends may call from 9:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with the family 
present to receive friends from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Friday at Elliott 
Mortuary.  The family will also 
greet from 9:00 a.m. until service 
time Saturday at the church. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorials are 
suggested to the Cancer Council of 
Reno County, Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, or Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion Lysle Rishel Post #68, 
in care of Elliott Mortuary, 1219 N. 
Main, Hutchinson, KS  67501.  

 
Sherfield Doug DeSpain  

Sherfield 
Doug DeS-
pain of 

Greens-
burg, son of 
the late 

Sherfield 
Thomas 
DeSpain 

and Zenith Wynez Berry DeSpain, 
was born on Wednesday, October 
19, 1960 in Greensburg and passed 
away on Monday, April 22, 2024 at 
his home.  He was 63 years, six 
months, and three days of age. 
 
He had made a profession of faith 
in Christ and was a member of the 
Greensburg United Methodist 
Church, also a member of Sons of 
American Legion Post #124.  He 
was a retired Housekeeper for Jane 
Todd Crawford Hospital.  
 
He is survived by his wife: Quinn 
Tina Judd DeSpain of Greensburg, 
having united marriage on March 
4, 2001. 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206793385&pn=donald-sands&affiliateId=4751&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
http://www.shepardsonfh.com/
http://www.shepardsonfh.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206811706&pn=jack-timmins&affiliateId=209&sku=tre-tim&pm=322
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Other survivors include a daughter 
and son-in-law: Quindolyn and Da-
vid Wise of Campbellsville; a son: 
Jacob DeSpain of Greensburg; a 
grandchild: Cedar Layne Wise; 
three brothers and sisters-in-law: 
Timmy and Leah DeSpain, Don and 
Teresa DeSpain, Mikeal and Linda 
DeSpain all of Green County; and a 
host of other relatives and friends. 
 
The funeral services for Sherfield 
Doug DeSpain will be conducted at 
10:00 A.M., Central Time, Friday, 
April 26, 2024 at the Greensburg 
United Methodist Church with bur-
ial to follow in the Wilson Ceme-
tery.  Bro. Jason Elam and Bro. 
Dale Curry officiating .  Cowherd 
and Parrott Funeral Home, Greens-
burg in charge of the service ar-
rangements. 
 
Visitation is requested from 4 P.M. 
until 8 P.M., Central Time, Thurs-
day at the Greensburg United 
Methodist Church and after 7 A.M., 
Friday until time of the funeral ser-
vice. 
 
The family has requested that ex-
pressions of sympathy take form of 
donation to the Gideon Bible Fund 
or Wilson Cemetery Fund. 
 
For online condolences: www.cow-
herdandparrott.com or Facebook. 
  
PALLBEARERS: Korey Davis, 
Noah Curry, Wesley DeSpain, 
Jeremy DeSpain, Shawn Heath, 
Michael Heath. 
  
HONORARY PALLBEARERS: 
Sons of American Legion Post 
Members Post 124, Jim Estes, Sid 
Bowling, Neil and Jeff Eastham, 
Jeff & Tammy Davis, Troy & Vicki 
Davis, Greg Altman, Mickey Pe-
gram, Billy & Reba Cowan, Sonya 
Altman, Carl & Rosalyn Deaton, 
Tony & Bessie Judd, Craig Judd, 
Ronnie Judd, Dave Phelps, Greens-
burg United  Methodist Church 
Members. 

 
Michael Ponchak  

Michael H. Pon-
chak, 67, of 
Stockport, OH 
passed away 
Thursday, April 
18th at Marietta 
Memorial Hospi-
tal after a brief 
battle with can-

cer. 
 
Mike was born on July 4th, 1956 to 
the late Andy and Jean Ponchak.  
He was a graduate of Fort Frye 
High School and a member of the 
Sons of the American Legion, Post 
389 in Beverly.  Mike was a truck 
driver by trade, and prior to that he 
had worked at Malta Windows .  He 
enjoyed woodworking, gardening, 

fishing, and target shooting and 
golfing with his grandson Evan. 
 
Mike is survived by his wife of 34 
years, Linda K (Abrams) Ponchak, 
three sons, Chad (Angie) Ponchak, 
Aric Ponchak, and Wayne Moler.  
Grandchildren Evan Moler, Na-
talie, Camera, Mckenna, Gaibe, 
Cira, and Gavin Ponchak, great 
Grandson, Ledger, two sisters Mary 
(Jim) Phillips and Susan (Charles) 
Whipkey, four sisters-in-law, Carol 
(Bud) Burkhart, Jackie Buckius, 
Sarah Vincent, and Charlotte Pon-
chak, four brothers-in-law, Arthur 
(Edna), Henry, and Randy (Linda) 
Abrams and Bill Hunter, along with 
several nieces and nephews. 
 
In addition to his parents, Mike was 
preceded in death by 3 brothers, 
George Ronnie and Donnie Pon-
chak, a sister Shirley (Kent) Place, 
sisters-in-law Clara Hunter, Joyce 
Abrams, and Barb (Donnie) 
Gohring, as well as father and 
mother -in-law Henry and Kathryn 
Abrams. 
 
There will be a Celebration of Life 
on Thursday, May 2nd at the Amer-
ican Legion in Beverly from 5-7. 
 
Bonnell Cremations Funerals Re-
ceptions have the distinct honor 
and privilege to serve the family. 
To sign the online guestbook please 
visit www.bonnellcfr.com . 

 
Gregg J. Ellinger  

(WWNY) - 
Gregg J. 

Ellinger, 
75, died 

peacefully 
at the Hos-
pice Resi-
dence of 

Jefferson 
County on April 21, 2024.  Born on 
August 4, 1948 in Rome, N.Y., the 
son of Richard E. and Estelle E. Ew-
anyk Ellinger .  He graduated from 
Oriskany Central School in 1966, 
and married Antonette J. Gagliardo 
on August 8, 1970 in Clay, N.Y. 
Gregg went on to a career as an IT 
professional, and he retired from 
New York Airbrake as a Senior Sys-
tem Analyst in 2011. 
 
Gregg is survived by his wife Toni 
Ellinger, Sackets Harbor; his 
daughter Carolyn Ellinger, Roches-
ter, N.Y.; 2 aunts; 1 nephew, Rich-
ard Ellinger, California; and nu-
merous cousins including James 
Ellinger, Sackets Harbor.  He is 
predeceased by his parents and a 
brother, Richard W. Ellinger.  
 
He was a member of the Sackets 
Harbor Sons of the American Le-
gion Post-1757, an avid golfer, a 
member of the Bedford Creek Golf 
Club, where he had held the title of 

Senior Club Champion.  Gregg also 
enjoyed hunting, fishing and had 
an appreciation of nature. 
 
There will be no calling hours, with 
a Celebration of Life to be held at 
the convenience of the family at a 
time and place to be announced.  
Arrangements are entrusted with 
Cummings Funeral Service, Inc., 
Watertown,  and online condo-
lences to Greggôs family may be 
posted at www.cummingsfu-
neral.com.  In lieu of flowers the 
family requests donations to Hos-
pice of Jefferson County, 1398 Go-
tham St. Watertown, N.Y. 13601, or 
the Sackets Harbor American Le-
gion Post 1757, 209 Ambrose St., 
Sackets Harbor N.Y. 13685. 

 
Jon D. Michelson  

Jon D. Michel-
son, 61, passed 
away unexpect-
edly Saturday, 
April 20th.  
 
Jon was prede-
ceased by his 

mother, Gloria R. (Brunette) Mi-
chelson, father Peter E. Michel-
son, father in-law Richard P. 
Houlihan, mother in -law A. Ella 
Houlihan and nephew Colin 
Houlihan.  
 
He leaves his wife, the love of his 
life, Martha (Houlihan), son Ryan 
Michelson of Northbridge Ma, 
stepson Nathan Young, his wife 
Nicole and grandchildren Benja-
min, Danny and Michael of Plym-
outh Ma, siblings, James Michel-
son and his wife Anne (Riordan) of 
Worcester Ma, Mary Michelson of 
Sutton Ma, Peter Michelson and 
his wife Renee (Syriac) of Worces-
ter, Kevin Michelson and his wife 
Tracie of SpringHill TN, in -laws 
Elizabeth (Houlihan) and husband 
Robert Thurber of Portsmouth RI, 
Richard and wife Lisa (Riccardi) of 
Worcester, Robert of Gainesville 
FL, Torrance and wife Christine of 
Carrolton Va, Rachel (Houlihan) 
and husband Scott Main of Exeter 
RI, nieces and nephews Alyssa, 
Brittney, Austin, Hannah, Zach, 
Mackenzie, James Hasson, Kelly A 
and husband David Glaser, Ally-
son and husband Jarret Powers, 
Connor, Ryan, Cailin, Lillian and 
Bridget, great-nieces Kaylee Mi-
chelson, Mary Elizabeth Hasson, 
Olivia A Hasson, Ella K Powers, 
Rory I Powers, Sadie H Glaser, 
Ann C. Hurley and her husband 
David R Mayhew, great nephew 
Gavin Glaser, two aunts Patricia 
Walsh of Sturbridge Ma and 
Donna Michelson of Sutton as well 
as many cousins and extended 
family. Especially dear to him was 
his cousin Keith Michelson, his 
wife Jeannie, and their son Eric.  

Jon was born in Worcester and 
lived in the Sutton/Northbridge 
area most of his life.  He was a 
member of Sprinkler Fitters Local 
669 and worked as a Sprinkler Fit-
ter and Union Organizer until retir-
ing in 2022 .  He was a member of 
the Singletary Rod & Gun Club in 
Oxford, a Sons of the American Le-
gion - Dudley Gendron Post in Sut-
ton, Canal Sportsman Club Buz-
zards Bay Ma, past member of the 
200 Sportsman Club in Webster 
Ma, National Rifle Association of 
America, SRG Blackpatch Muzzle 
Loaders, and an upstanding mem-
ber of the One More Club. 
 
Visiting hours for Jon will be held 
on Saturday, April 27, 2024 from 
9:00 to 11:00 am at Callahan, Fay, 
& Caswell Life Celebration Home, 
61 Myrtle St., Worcester.  A private 
graveside service will follow at 
12:00 p.m. at Pigeon Hill Cemetery, 
Sutton. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations in his 
memory may be made to Singletary 
Rod and Gun Club c/o Treasurer, 
PO 261, Oxford, MA 02540.  
 
To order memorial trees or send 
flowers to the family in memory of 
Joh. D. Michelson, please visit our 
flower store. 

 
Murray W. Smithers  

OSWEGAT-
CHIE, New 
York (WWNY) 
- Murray W. 
Smithers, age 
64, of 

Oswegatchie, 
NY passed 
away on April 

26, 2024 at home under the care of 
this loving family and hospice.  
 
There will be calling hours for Mur-
ray on Thursday, May 2, 2024 from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at French 
Family Funeral Home in Star Lake.  
His funeral service will immedi-
ately follow at 1:00 p.m. at the fu-
neral home with Pastor Roger Ben-
jamin officiating .  Burial will follow 
in Oswegatchie Cemetery.  Condo-
lences may be shared online 
at www.frenchfuneralhomes.com. 
 
Murray was born on March 12, 
1960 at Clifton-Fine Hospital to the 
late Walter E. and Sarah (Durham) 
Smithers.  He graduated from Clif-
ton-Fine Central School in 1978.  
Murray married his high school 
sweetheart and the love of his life, 
Teri Grammo on July 5, 1980 in 
Star Lake, NY.  From 1981-1987, 
Murray worked for Marathon Oil 
Company as a hydraulic relief oper-
ator in Iraan, Texas.  It was during 
this time the couple started a fam-
ily .  Giving life to daughters Jessica 
and Sara.  After the death of his 

http://www.bonnellcfr.com/
http://www.cummingsfuneral.com/
http://www.cummingsfuneral.com/
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/o/v2/trees/7c305c28-975e-4ded-8e9d-f19cd2fc34b0
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/orders/v2/flowers/7c305c28-975e-4ded-8e9d-f19cd2fc34b0
http://www.frenchfuneralhomes.com/


 16  |                                      | Round-Up 

mother, Murray decided to move 
his family back home to Oswegat-
chie, NY.  Shortly after his return 
home his family was complete with 
the birth of his son Murray (II) .  
Murray and his wife Teri owned 
and operated Parkside Grocery 
from November 1987 until April 
1998.  From 1999 until 2010 Mur-
ray was employed by Sunmount 
DDSO before becoming disabled.  
During his career for Sunmount, 
Murray worked various houses 
throughout St. Lawrence County. 
 
Murray was a member of the Sons 
of American Legion, former Presi-
dent at Clifton -Fine Arena, well 
known for playing horseshoeôs and 
winning several tournaments with 
his good friend/brother -in-law Da-
vid, and a loyal member to the 
NRA.  Murray loved to be outside.  
He could usually be found on his 
side by side, his tractor or just 
simply sitting out by his fire pit 
having a beverage.  Murray enjoyed 
hunting, fishing , and spending time 
at hunting camp with his son and 
brothers-in-law.  He also enjoyed 
making maple syrup, especially if 
the grandkids were helping.  The 
thing Murray enjoyed most was be-
ing around family .  Murray taught 
his kids at a young age that the 
most important thing in life is 
FAMILY .  Murray was a proud hus-
band, father, and Papa. 
 
As Murray got older in life, he al-
ways wished he could do more to 
give back to his community.  He of-
ten talked about how it would be 
and amazing feeling to be rich and 
just go hand money out to people 
he thought needed help, especially 
during the Christmas Season.  
Three years ago, Murray came up 
with a great idea to hand out tur-
keyôs and Hamôs to community 
members for the holiday season.  
His family enjoyed it so much that 
they continue to do this .  It is a tra-
dition that Murrayôs family will 
continue to do for years to come. 
 
Murray is survived by his beloved 
wife, Teri Smithers; two daughters, 
Jessica (Derek) LaDuc and Sara 
(Mike LaPlant) Smithers; his son 
Murray (Sarah) Smithers II; three 
sisters, Naomi Pitts, Nora Buckley, 
and Doreen Salcido; six grandchil-
dren, Riley, Logan, Landon, Phil-
ias, Kohrie and Emery; a great-
granddaughter, MaeveLynne and 
several nieces and nephews.  Mur-
ray is predeceased by his parents 
Walter and Sarah Smithers; his be-
loved Aunt Marion Durham; 
Brother -in-laws David Salcido, 
Forrest Pitts and Bernard Buckley 
and his very close cousin Jerry 
Durham.  

Donations may be made in Mur-
rayôs memory to the Star Lake Res-
cue Squad or to Hospice of St. Law-
rence Valley. 

 
Donald Downing   

Donald L. Down-
ing, age 81, of 
Delta, passed 
away on Tues-
day, April 23, 
2024 at Mercy St. 
Vincent Medical 
Center in Toledo. 
Prior to his re-

tirement he had been in construc-
tion and after retirement he had 
been a sexton at the Greenlawn 
Cemetery in Delta. 
 
Donald was born in Lyons, Ohio on 
November 8, 1942, the son of 
Donzell and Gertrude (Rathbun) 
Downing .  On May 7, 1961 he mar-
ried Carolyn Thompson, and she 
survives.  He was a member of the 
Sons of the American Legion, Delta 
American Legion Post #373, the 
Delta Eagles and enjoyed golfing at 
Old Pines Golf Course. 
 
Surviving besides his wife, Carolyn, 
are children, Gary (Cindy) Down-
ing of Delta , Chuck (Deb Brubaker) 
Downing of Wauseon, Connie 
(Randy) Sprow of Delta and Mat-
thew (Nicole) Downing of Delta; 
grandchildren, Ty (Alexandra) 
Cheney, Dustin (Felicia) Downing, 
Kayla (Jeremy) Cornett, Michael 
(Brittany) Downing, Zack Down-
ing, Corey Downing and Wyatt 
Bronson; great-grandchildren, 
Liam Downing, Bryson Gardner, 
Harper Cheney, Ariya Cornett, 
Conner Cornett, Tripp Cheney, Lu-
cas Bronson, Ryan Downing, and 
Charlie Downing. He is also sur-
vived by siblings, Sharon 
McGlamery of Wauseon, Louise 
Hamilton of Wauseon, Robert (Ro-
sine) Downing of Morenci, MI, 
Mary Ann Renner of Adrian, MI, 
and William (Rowena) Downing of 
Wauseon.  Donald was preceded in 
death by his parents, and brother, 
Chucky. 
 
Visitation for Donald will be held 
from 3:00 P.M. until 6:00 P.M. on 
Sunday, April 28, 2024 at the 
Grisier-Weigel Funeral Home, 400 
West Main St., Delta, Ohio.  Fu-
neral services will be held at 11:00 
A.M. on Monday, April 29, 2024, 
also at the funeral home, with Cele-
brant Adam Grisier, officiating .  In-
terment will follow in the Green-
lawn Cemetery in Delta. 
 
The family requests that memorial 
contributions be given to the Fulton 
County Health Center Rainbow On-
cology Unit .  Online condolences 

may be offered to the family at 
www.deltafh.com. 
 
To send flowers to the family 
or plant  a tree in memory of Don-
ald L. Downing, please visit  our flo-
ral store. 

 
John McMillian  

John James 
McMillan, 

91, of Grant 
County, IN, 
went to be 
with his 
Lord and 
Savior on 
April 25, 

2024. 
 
John was born to Paul and Zada 
(Banter) McMillan on October 17, 
1932.  John graduated from Jack-
son Center High School in 1950 in 
Jackson Township of Wells County, 
Indiana .  John worked as a crane 
operator and a member of the Op-
erators Union for over 60 years, 
working 26 years at J&J Erectors in 
Marion, Indiana .  John enjoyed 
staying busy working around his 
home and raising a garden.  He had 
lived for several years at Heritage 
Pointe Communities in Warren.  
 
John loved to mow grass and could 
be found most recently outside of 
Warren at his brother Claire 
McMillan's helping mow his prop-
erty.  John was a member of the 
Van Buren Masonic Lodge No. 711, 
serving once as Master, and a 
Mizpah Shriner .  He was past Com-
mander of the Sons of the American 
Legion, Post 95, Jonesboro, Indi-
ana, and a member of Grace Com-
munity Church in Marion.  
 
John was preceded in death by his 
father and mother, two sons James 
Roscoe and John Robert "Bob" 
McMillan .  He is survived by five 
children Joe McMillan of Upland, 
Jeni (Bruce) Hirschy of Plymouth, 
Jane Stout of Bloomington, Julie 
Webb of Huntsville, AL, and Jer-
emy (Jan) McMillan of Gas City.  
His two brothers Claude (Judy) 
McMIllan, and Claire (Sharon) 
McMillan .  He is also survived by 
fifteen grandchildren and several 
great grandchildren.  
 
Visiting hours will be held on Tues-
day, April 30, 2024, at Glancy-H. 
Brown & Son Funeral Home, lo-
cated at 203 N. Matilda St. Warren, 
from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  A Ma-
sonic service will begin at 7:45 PM 
at the funeral home. 
 
A service to celebrate John's life 
will be held on Wednesday, May 1, 
2024, at 11:00 AM, with viewing 

one hour before the service.  Rev. 
Dr. Tom Mansbarger will officiate, 
and burial will follow in the 
Farrville Cemetery in rural Grant 
County, IN.  
 
Memorial donations in honor of 
John's life may be directed 
to Shriners Hospitals for Children , 
2900 Rocky Point Drive,  Tampa, 
FL 33607 US, https://lov-
etotherescue.org/superheroes. 
 
Arrangements have been entrusted 
to Glancy Funeral Homes. 
Please visit www.glancyfuner-
alhomes.com to sign our online 
guestbook or leave a condolence to 
the family.  
 
To plant Memorial Trees in 
memory of John J. McMillan, 
please click here to visit our Sympa-
thy Store. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.deltafh.com/
https://www.grisierfh.com/obituary/DonaldL-Downing/sympathy-landing
https://www.grisierfh.com/obituary/DonaldL-Downing/1070824/memorial-tree
https://www.grisierfh.com/obituary/DonaldL-Downing/sympathy-landing
https://www.grisierfh.com/obituary/DonaldL-Downing/sympathy-landing
https://donate.lovetotherescue.org/give/273578/#!/donation/checkout?utm_source=legacy.com&utm_medium=clio&utm_campaign=evergreen&c_src=legacy&c_src2=clio&amount=100
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/florida/tampa
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/florida/tampa
https://lovetotherescue.org/superheroes
https://lovetotherescue.org/superheroes
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206828642&pn=john-mcmillan&affiliateId=4359&sku=tre-tim&pm=240


 17  |                                      | Round-Up 

 
 

 

Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

 
Daniel J. Seehafer, National Commander 
The American Legion 

 

 
 

 
 

Let us know your  
Memorial Day plans  

The American Legion | April 23, 2024  

 
From Alaska to Florida and Massachusetts to Cali-
fornia ï and stops in between ïAmerican Legion 
Family members again ensure Memorial Day Week-
end was a special in their communities in 2023. 
 
Across the nation, Legion Family members led Me-
morial Day observances, including traditional cere-
monies at the posts, visits to area cemeteries to 

honor the veterans buried there, conducting parades 
and staging motorcycle rides. 
 
As American Legion Family members plan for Me-
morial Day 2024, please keep us in mind.  Let us 
know how you are planning on observing this sacred 
holiday.  Email  sbrooks@legion.org with details 
about your plans.  We may feature your efforts in our 
national media channels. 
 
Also, American Legion posts are encouraged to up-
load recaps and photos of their Memorial Day cele-
brations and other community activities to  Legion-
town.org.  Legion Family members also are urged to 
share a story, photo, or even upload a video about 
whom you will be thinking about and honoring on 
this sacred day. 
 
And a reminder that an American Legion Memorial 
Day speech for 2024 is available for American Le-
gion departments, districts,  and posts to use for Me-
morial Day events. 
 
The speech is available here and is not meant to be 
recited verbatim; members are greatly encouraged 
to amend it to taste and audience. 
 

A mind, body, spirit approach  
to troop readiness  

APR 23, 2024 

 
Noelle Austin-Jones found her path 
to wellness while with her husband 
who was stationed in Japan.  Now, as 

the director of the Armed Forces Wellness Center 
(AFWC) at Fort Meade, Md., she helps veterans, ser-
vicemembers, their families and others on similar 
journeys. 
 
As this weekôs guest on The American Legion Tango 
Alpha Lima podcast, she talks about her role where 
she trains staff members on best practices when it 
comes to supporting Department of Defense (DoD) 
beneficiaries in making healthy lifestyle choices and 
overcoming a variety of physical and mental chal-
lenges.  
 
The AFWCôs global mission is to provide programs 
and services that improve and sustain health, perfor-
mance and readiness of the total fighting force deliv-
ered by trained health professionals.  The programs 
are designed to promote both individual and unit -
based readiness. 
 

mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
http://www.legiontown.org/
http://www.legiontown.org/
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/MemorialDayspeech2024.pdf
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
https://www.legion.org/donate
https://youtu.be/c_vSCv-Lx-E
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In 2014, the Army transferred her husband and their 
family to a base in Japan.  Thatôs where Austin-Jones 
was first introduced to healthy living and a holistic 
health approach.  As a client, she lost weight and 
gained a new appreciation for the research-based 
lifestyle change.  Eventually, she took a job there, 
which led her ð after another military move ð to be-
come the director at the AFWC at Fort Meade.  
 
Austin -Jones, whose father served in the 82nd Air-
borne before transitioning to the Air Force, has seen 
the militaryôs shift in its approach to ensuring troops 
are physically and mentally fit .  ñIt used to be, óYouôre 
the soldier, and we need you ready to fight,ôò she 
says.  ñWe didnôt used to look at the whole picture.  
Whatôs happening at home can impact your work.  
And whatôs happening at work can impact your 
home.ò 
 
She says now they can help identify and addresses 
fitness issues earlier that allow military members to 
stay in the service longer whereas in the past they 
faced an earlier exit. 
 
The AFWC core programs include health assessment 
reviews, physical fitness, healthy nutrition, stress 
management, general wellness, and tobacco educa-
tion .  Their services are free and available to active-
duty servicemembers, dependents, activated Guard 
and Reservists, military retirees and their spouses, 
and DoD civilians. 
 
For those who may be dealing with a variety of issues 
an often-overlooked cause is a lack of sleep, Austin-
Jones says.   
 
ñIf your sleep isnôt good, itôs really hard to want to 
exercise when youôre tired,ò she says.  ñItôs really 
hard to try nutritious foods when youôre tired.  Itôs 
even hard to perform your job.ò 
 
Referrals can be from medical professionals or pa-
tients can refer themselves.  Whether the individual 
is dealing with an addiction to smoking, PTSD- or 
stress-related issues, or something else, the goal for 
everyone is to receive the help they need.  
 
Austin -Jonesô husband battles PTSD so she knows 
the first -hand struggles presented to family mem-
bers.  AFWC not only assists those with PTSD but 
their loved ones as well. 
 
ñThe way we deal with that is we are teaching you 
new coping skills,ò she explains.  ñOur brains are re-
ally good at keeping us alive.  Itôs number one goal is 
survival .  In certain situations,  your brain does 

something that works but it doesnôt work in every 
situation.ò 
 
Also in this episode co-hosts Stacy Pearsall, Adam 
Marr and Joe Worley discuss: 
 
Å The circle of life for woobies. 
Å Bugs feasting on oneôs flesh. 
Å A Jamaican-born reggae musician, singer and 

deejay who credits his time in the Marines for his 
success. 

Å A Bravo Zulu from a grieving veteran. 
 
Check out this weekôs episode, which is among more 
than 230 Tango Alpha Lima podcasts available in 
both audio and video formats here.  You can also 
download episodes on Apple Podcasts, Google Play, 
or other major podcast-hosting sites.  The video ver-
sion is available at the Legionôs YouTube channel. 
 

SPACE FORCE  
continued from  pag e 1 
 
Space Command guards Americaôs space assets and 
protects U.S. and allied forces from potential space-
enabled attacks, Whiting said.  The U.S. military has 
been collaborating and training in the space domain 
with Japan and South Korea, the general added. 
 
ñWe find that when we operate in a unified fashion 
with our allies and partners, that builds deterrence 
and ensures that there will never be a day without 
space for our militaries and for our national popula-
tions,ò he said. 
 
Whiting was next headed to Kwajalein Atoll, where 
the Air Force recently conducted its first hypersonic 
missile test in the Western Pacific. 
 

A óHello Girlô recognized 
The American Legion | April 26, 2024  

 
On Friday, May 3, World 
War I U.S. Army Signal 
Corps veteran and ñHello 
Girlò Marie Edmee 
LeRoux will make history 
again.  When buried al-
most 80 years ago in an 
unmarked grave, she and 
the other ñHello Girlsò 
were not yet recognized 
as veterans by the U.S. 
government.  To 
acknowledge this overdue 

recognition, several veterans organizations have 

http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHMR9MmnivfPkrqJehwCqij73e_blxrQs
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collaborated to host a dedication ceremony with full 
military honors at Fort Lincoln Cemetery in Brent-
wood, Md.  The ceremony is open to the public and 
media; parking is available. 
 
During World War I, women volunteered to serve in 
the Signal Corps, giving the American Expeditionary 
Forces an operational advantage to share infor-
mation on the battlefields throughout Europe .  The 
unit connected over 26 million calls from March 
1918 to January 1920, including during the Paris 
Peace Conference of 1919.  But due to U.S. Title 10 
laws of the time, they were not acknowledged as part 
of the Army at the warôs end, even though they had 
served in uniform and mobilized overseas.  Veteran 
status and benefits were not granted to the group un-
til 1977. 
 
The U.S. World War I Centennial Commission, VA, 
the Military Womenôs Memorial,  and the Doughboy 
Foundation collaborated on the headstone recogni-
tion ceremony.  ñIt is an honor to pay our respects to 
Marie Edmee LeRoux,ò said WWI Centennial Com-
mission Executive Director Dan Dayton .  ñWe hope 
that soon there will be another honor for her as well; 
the commission is advocating that Congress honor 
all óHello Girls,ô America's first women soldiers, with 
a Congressional Gold Medal.ò (The American Legion 
also supports this initiative via  Resolution 110). 
 
ñThis collaboration has truly been a heartwarming 
experience,ò added National Cemetery Administra-
tion representative James Theres. 
 
LeRoux was born in Montreal on Feb. 19, 1895.  She 
served in the Signal Corps as a bilingual telephone 
operator.  She sailed overseas on June 18, 1918, with 
Unit #4 and was honorably discharged on June 6, 
1919.  After the war, LeRoux stayed in Paris to con-
tinue music studies.  She returned to the United 
States in December 1941, died on Jan. 9, 1945, and 
was buried at Fort Lincoln ï receiving no VA head-
stone because she did not have veteran status. 
 
The dedication ceremony's confirmed participants 
include LeRoux's granddaughter, representatives 
from the embassies of Canada and France who will 
lay a wreath at the headstone, and representatives of 
several military honor organizations .  Speakers at 
the ceremony, which will begin at 11 a.m. EDT, will 
include Dayton; VA Chief of Staff Kimberly M. Jack-
son; and Anthony C. Woods, secretary of the Mary-
land Department of Veterans Affairs .  Phyllis Wil-
son, president of the Military Womenôs Memorial, 
will emcee. 

ñI am ecstatic all of these organizations are honoring 
my grandmother,ò said Catherine Bourgin.  ñIt all 
happened so quickly.  After her being in an un-
marked grave for 79 years, I was able to work with 
the National Cemetery Administration to get an offi-
cial marker for (her) grave.ò 
 
The event program also includes a brass quintet 
from the Doughboy Foundation that will play World 
War I musical selections.  The Maryland National 
Guard Honor Guard will provide burial honors, and 
a bugler will sound Taps in a replica ñHello Girlsò 
uniform .  Rev. Anne Weatherholt of Epiphany Epis-
copal Church, the only known World War I chapel in 
the United States, will give the invocation and bene-
diction.  
 
Photo via National Cemetery Administration  

 

 
 

 
Joe Skibinski | IMS Photo  

 

Itôs another strong showing 
for Chip Ganassi Racing  

The American Legion | April 22, 2024  

 
It was another strong showing across the board by 
Chip Ganassi Racing (CGR) in Sundayôs 40th run-
ning of the NTT INDYCAR SERIESô Acura Grand 
Prix of Long Beach, placing two drivers on the po-
dium and four in the top 13.  
 
Scott Dixon drove the last 34 laps of the 85-lap street 
race on one tank of Shell 100% Renewable Race Fuel 
to edge second-place Colton Herta by .9798 of a sec-
ond.  Driving the No. 9 PNC Honda, Dixon moved 
into second place in the NTT INDYCAR SERIES 
championship points race. 
 

https://archive.legion.org/node/594
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Dixonôs CGR teammate, Alex Palou, finished third in 
the No. 10 DHL Honda that featured American Le-
gion branding .  Marcus Armstrong was 12th, while 
CGR rookie Linus Lundqvist ï behind the wheel of 
the No. 8 American Legion Honda that featured  a 
special livery promoting Jerry Seinfeldôs upcoming 
Netflix movie ñUnfrostedò ï finished 13th. 
 
Lundqvist rose to as high as eighth during Sundayôs 
race before settling in at 13th ï 10 spots higher than 
his finish in the season-opening Firestone Grand 
Prix of St. Petersburg.  He currently sits three points 
behind CGR teammate Kyffin Simpson in the NTT 
INDYCAR SERIES Rookie of the Year points race. 
 
ñPretty good race for us honestly,ò Lundqvist said via 
CGR media.  ñObviously, youôre never really happy 
with P13, but I think considering the weekend weôve 
had, we were actually pretty good.  I felt pretty strong 
in the race.  We decided on a strategy and tried to 
maximize it, and I think from the guys on the same 
strategy we looked quite strong. 
 
ñOverall, Iôm happy, very happy for the team.  Con-
grats to the 9 crew on the win and the 10 crew on the 
podium .  Itôs good to see those guys up there.ò 
 
Palou, the defending series champion, moved up to 
fourth in the championship points standings with 
his third -place finish. 
 
ñIt was tough man,ò Palou said.  ñThe 9 car did an 
amazing job, especially Scott.  That strategy was 
open for everybody, and he made it work.  So very 
impressive!  Congrats to them.  For me, it was good.  
We didnôt really have the speed to match the 9 or 
(Herta) .  But very proud of our first podium with 
DHL.ò 
 
It's a short break for INDYCAR, as the series heads 
south to Birmingham, Ala., for this weekendôs Chil-
drenôs of Alabama Indy Grand Prix powered by Am-
First at Barber Motorsports Park.  

 

Name change for  
pre -ALWS festival  

The American Legion | April 24, 2024  

 
The 7th Inning Stretch Festival, the annual event 
held the weekend before the American Legion World 
Series in Shelby, N.C., as a thank-you to the commu-
nity for its support, is getting a name change. 
 

The redubbed American Legion World Series Festi-
val will take place Aug. 10, with the Department of 
North Carolina continuing as presenting sponsor.  
 
ñThis is the 10th year for the festival so itôs an ideal 
time to pull out all the stops,ò said ALWS committee 
chairman Eddie Holbrook.  
 

Organizers said it will be 
larger, longer, and louder than 
previous festivals.  The festival 
area will cover more space in 
Uptown Shelby; the event will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m.; and there are more mu-
sic acts booked than in years 
past. 

 
ñWe have four music performances scheduled for the 
North Point Custom Buildersô Hometown Stage, be-
ginning at 1 p.m.,ò Holbrook said.  ñWe are showcas-
ing local and regional talent on that stage as well as 
the Little Miss American Legion World Series pag-
eant at 10 a.m. 
 
ñOn the Main Stage, we have three artists that we 
know are crowd pleasers.  We will announce the 
Main Stage musical entertainment at a future date.ò 
Hometown Stage performers will include Shelby na-
tive Mason Cole; the band Falling Forty-Two, 
founded by Shelby sisters Emily and Kate Strick-
land; The Bailey Marie Band, featuring Charlotte -
based singer-songwriter and actor Bailey Marie; and 
Tangerine Trees, a Beatles tribute band from Gas-
tonia, N.C. 
 
This yearôs festival will add a classic car show, and 
Cleveland Community Collegeôs sports teams will 
take part in YetiVille .  There will also be a larger kid 
zone, and the new ALWS mascot, AL, will be signing 
autographs and mingling with the crowd.  
 
Members of the U.S. Armyôs parachute team, the 
Golden Knights, will interact with the crowd.  
 
ñWe are tying the festival directly to the ALWS,ò 
Holbrook said .  ñIt has always been an ALWS kickoff 
event and this year we are asking the vendors to cre-
ate a baseball theme for their booths.  We are adding 
baseball-themed games and entertainment to em-
phasize the connection.  The Golden Knights will 
perform twice during the baseball tournament, and 
people at the festival will get a chance to meet some 
of the parachutists. 
 

https://www.legion.org/betheone/261533/legion-racing-car-goes-%E2%80%98unfrosted%E2%80%99
https://www.legion.org/betheone/261533/legion-racing-car-goes-%E2%80%98unfrosted%E2%80%99


 21  |                                      | Round-Up 

ñAdd in our increased music performances and we 
are expecting a tremendous turnout for our 10th 
year.ò 
 
For more information, visit  alwsfestival.us. 
 
The 97th American Legion World Series will take 
place Aug. 15-20 at Veterans Field at Keeter Stadium 
in Shelby, the permanent home of the ALWS. 
 

ALWS home field getting upgrades  
Judy Gaultney | April 19, 2024 

 
For two weeks in February and early March, the 
American Legion World Series home was crawling 
with trucks, graders, and specialized equipment, 
sometimes from early morning into the evening 
hours. 
 
Workers at Veterans Field at Keeter Stadium in 
Shelby, N.C., literally skinned the dirt off the base 
paths, the pitcherôs mound and home plate and re-
placed it with a tailored combination of sand, silt, 
and clay. 
 
The result is a safer and highly playable surface that 
requires less maintenance than the previous soil. 
 

 
Workers scrape excess dirt from the infield at Veterans Field at 
Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C. 

Hal Hastings 

 
DuraEdge Products Inc., of Grove City, Pa., brought 
in 125 tons of materials to upgrade the infield. 
 
Installer Nolan Thomas and Co. of Oxford, N.C., 
spent the first eight hours measuring and entering 
data into a computer-aided design (CAD) system.  
Then they removed excess dirt and laser-graded 
each area before adding the corky new playing sur-
face.  They gave special attention to home plate and 
the pitcherôs mound with additional products that 
prevent the formation of trenches where players dig 
in for their best stances. 

DuraEdge Products evaluates each field for its soil 
content and factors in climate before recommending 
a tailored combination of infield mix and outlining a 
maintenance program to sustain it .  The clay is from 
western Pennsylvania and proponents say it is more 
consistent in the way it handles moisture than clay 
from other locations .  The maintenance program is 
driven by moisture management. 
 
ñThis field could last 10-20 years with the proper up-
keep,ò said Luke Yoder, senior vice president of busi-
ness development for DuraEdge and a former 
groundskeeper for the Pittsburgh Pirates and the 
San Diego Padres. 
 
Since teams play at least 80 games a year on Veter-
ans Field, Yoder recommends that it be laser graded 
once a year to maintain the quality. 
 
ñThere are three authorized installers in your area, 
so maintaining positive surface drainage wonôt be a 
problem,ò Yoder said. 
 
DuraEdge spent three hours teaching the mainte-
nance guidelines to Shelby High School baseball of-
ficials, Cleveland County American Legion Baseball 
officials and members of the field crew for the Amer-
ican Legion World Series. 
 
ñYour teams are playing on a big-league surface,ò 
Yoder said.  ñEighty-six percent of MLB teams play 
on DuraEdge.  Of the 120 minor league teams, 105 
play on DuraEdge.  There is a lot of science behind 
what we do.  There is nobody else in our industry 
that provides specific engineered soils for ballfields.ò 
 
In January 2024, DuraEdge announced a partner-
ship with Minor League Baseball that made Du-
raEdge the ñofficial infield mix, mound clay, top-
dressing and warning track materials of MiLB.ò 
 
The infield project at Keeter Stadium came in at ap-
proximately $69,000 and qualified for the specifica-
tions listed in a 2023 grant from the N.C. Depart-
ment of Commerce. 
 
In other turf news, Leif Hamrick, owner of Foothills 
Sportsturf Inc., reported in March that the rye grass 
was growing in, and he had applied fertilizer with a 
pre-emergent herbicide for the weeds.  He had 
scheduled a liquid fertilizer application for late 
April, in time for the April 30 Wake Forest -Appala-
chian State game on the field. 
 

https://www.alwsfestival.us/
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Even with the heavy use, Hamrick believes no major 
work will be needed on Veterans Field for at least 
three years. 
 
ñProviding a safe, first-class experience for the teams 
making their way to Keeter Stadium from across the 
nation to compete in the ALWS has been and always 
will be our No. 1 goal,ò said Daniel Sherman, project 
coordinator for Cleveland County Schools and a ded-
icated member of the ALWS field crew.  ñThe addi-
tion of the DuraEdge infield skin and clay products 
will not only raise the bar for safety and quality but 
also provide a more manageable surface for the field 
crew to maintain .  I look forward to working with 
these products to provide the players with a profes-
sional experience when they earn the right to com-
pete on Veterans Field.ò 
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