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Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. ñJRò Hall Jr. , National Commander  
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Lou Conter, last survivor of USS Arizona 
from Pearl Harbor attack, dies at 102  

 
HONOLULU (AP) ð Lou Conter, the last living survi-
vor of the USS Arizona battleship that exploded and 
sank during the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
has died.  He was 102. 
 
Conter passed away on Monday at his home in Grass 
Valley, California, following congestive heart failure, 
his daughter, Louann Daley said, adding she was be-
side him along with two of her brothers, James, and 
Jeff. 
 
The Arizona lost 1,177 sailors and Marines in the 1941 
attack that launched the United States into World War 
II. The battleshipôs dead account for nearly half of 
those killed in the attack.  
 
Conter was a quartermaster, standing on the main 
deck of the Arizona as Japanese planes flew overhead 
at 7:55 a.m. on Dec. 7 that year.  Sailors were just be-
ginning to hoist colors or raise the flag when the as-
sault began. 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabeljr@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
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Conter re-
called how 
one bomb 
penetrated 

steel decks 
13 minutes 
into the 
battle and 
set off more 

than 1 million pounds (450,000 kilograms) of gun-
powder stored below. 
 
The explosion lifted the battleship 30 to 40 feet (9 to 
12 meters) out of the water, he said during a 2008 oral 
history interview stored at the Library of Congress .  
Everything was on fire from the mainmast forward, he 
said. 
 
ñGuys were running out of the fire and trying to jump 
over the sides,ò Conter said.  ñOil all over the sea was 
burning.ò 
 
His autobiography ñThe Lou Conter Storyò recounts 
how he joined other survivors in tending to the in-
jured, many of them blinded and badly burned .  The 
sailors only abandoned ship when their senior surviv-
ing officer was sure they had rescued all those still 
alive. 
 
The rusting wreckage of the Arizona still lies where it 
sank.  More than 900 sailors and Marines remain en-
tombed inside.  Only 335 Arizona crew members sur-
vived. 
 
Conter went to flight school after Pearl Harbor, earn-
ing his wings to fly PBY patrol bombers, which the 
Navy used to look for submarines and bomb enemy 
targets.  He flew 200 combat missions in the Pacific 
with a ñBlack Catsò squadron, which conducted dive 
bombing at night in planes painted black.  
 
In 1943, he and his crew where shot down in waters 
near New Guinea and had to avoid sharks.  A sailor 
expressed doubt they would survive, to which Conter 
replied, ñbaloney.ò 
 
ñDonôt ever panic in any situation.  Survive is the first 
thing you tell them .  Donôt panic or youôre dead,ò he 
said.  They were quiet and treaded water until another 
plane came hours later and dropped them a lifeboat. 
 
In the late 1950s, he was made the Navyôs first SERE 
officer ð an acronym for survival, evasion, resistance, 
and escape.  He spent the next decade training Navy 
pilots and crew on how to survive if theyôre shot down 

in the jungle and captured as a prisoner of war.  Some 
of his pupils used his lessons as POWs in Vietnam. 
 
Conter retired in 1967 after 28 years in the Navy. 
 
Conter was born in Ojibwa, Wisconsin, on Sept. 13, 
1921.  His family later moved to Colorado where he 
walked five miles (eight kilometers) one way to school 
outside Denver. 
 
He enlisted in the Navy after he turned 18, getting $17 
a month and a hammock for his bunk at boot camp. 
 
Conter had been getting weaker and weaker in recent 
months and was hospitalized for 10 days in February, 
his daughter said.  He had been in hospice since re-
turning home.  
 
He told his family he loved them, thanked them for 
being with him and taking care of him at home.  
 
ñIôm glad heôs at peace.  Iôm glad he didnôt suffer.  I 
know when he transitioned over, he had so many peo-
ple there waiting for him ï his wife Val, who he loved 
dearly,ò Daley said. 
 
Conter is also survived by another son, Tony, and a 
stepson Ron Fudge, and many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews.  Funeral ar-
rangements were pending.  The family plans to bury 
him in Grass Valley, next to his late wife Valerie, who 
died in 2016 after they had been married for 45 years. 
 
With Conterôs death, there are now 19 survivors of the 
Pearl Harbor attack still living, according to Kathleen 
Farley, the California state chair of the Sons and 
Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors.  About 87,000 
military personnel were on Oahu on Dec. 7, according 
to a rough estimate compiled by military historian J. 
Michael Wenger. 
 
In his later years, Conter became a fixture at annual 
remembrance ceremonies in Pearl Harbor that the 
Navy and the National Park Service jointly hosted on 
the anniversaries of the 1941 attack.  When he lacked 
the strength to attend in person, he recorded video 
messages for those who gathered and watched re-
motely from his home in California.  
 
In 2019, when he was 98, he said he liked going to re-
member those who lost their lives. 
 
ñItôs always good to come back and pay respect to 
them and give them the top honors that they deserve,ò 
he said. 
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Though many treated the shrinking group of Pearl 
Harbor survivors as heroes, Conter refused the label. 
 
ñThe 2,403 men that died are the heroes.  And weôve 
got to honor them ahead of everybody else.  And Iôve 
said that every time, and I think it should be stressed,ò 
Conter told The Associated Press in a 2022 interview 
at his California home. 
 
Anna J. Buss  

Anna J. Buss, formerly of 
Upper Arlington, Ohio, 
passed away peacefully 
during the night of March 
22, 2024, in her nursing fa-
cility in Summerville, SC.  
She was 101 years old. 
 
Anna spent her entire life 
serving others.  For 25 
years, she was a military 
wife married to the late 
LTC John Buss.  She was 

active in serving soldiers, dependents, and veterans.  
Anna herself, was a US Navy veteran who served as a 
nurse in the final days of WWII.  
 
When she settled in Upper Arlington in 1967, she be-
gan volunteer charity work at the Riverside Method-
ist Church and Riverside Methodist Hospital .  See 
volunteered as an election poll worker in Franklin 
County for decades.  See was a member of the East-
ern Star for 81 years, an organization known for their 
charitable and civic works.  She helped numerous 
charities in Ohio including food pantries and veter-
an's groups. 
 
Anna was a devout Godfearing woman of boundless 
faith.  
 
Anna is survived by her son Terry, her grandchildren 
Abigail and Nathaniel, and her four great grandchil-
dren Isabelle, James, Conley, and Wilson. 
Arrangements are being handled by Carolina Memo-
rial Funerals & Cremation, 7113 Rivers Ave., North 
Charleston, SC 29406. 
 

 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
This past weekend marked the Second Annual Central 
Regin Extravaganza.  This yearôs event saw attendees 
and presenters spend Saturday, April  6, 2023 

participating  in presentations that many had never 
seen before.  We learned about things within our or-
ganization, as well as things that we can use not only 
within The Family, but in our day -to-day lives, work, 
and other organizations that we may belong to. 
 
This yearôs attendees and presenters included: 
 
Todd Bidlack (OH)  
SAL NVC Robert Bristo (MN)  
Adam Budner (OH)  
Kimm Bunch (OH)  
TAL ANEC Ron Chapman (OH) 
Chris Hoeffel (OH) Presenter 
William Hollis (IL)  
Mary Ellin Hollis (IL)  
Steve Honigfort (OH)  
Mike Kennedy (OH)  
Bernie Kessler (OH) 
Wayne Madson (IL)  
Ryan Maker (OH) 
TAL NEC Steve Masowick (OH)  
Lou Michaels (MN)  
TAL 2VC Stan Oren (OH) 
PNC Joseph Paviglianti (NY) Presenter 
Butch Ray (IL) Presenter 
TAL Adj. JD Robinson (OH) Presenter 
Mindy Rue (OH) Presenter 
TAL Dept. Commander Jason Rue (OH) 
Jeff Scott (National FBI Academy) Presenter 
TAL NVC Mark Schreve (GA) Special Guest 
Phil Stander (IL)  
Buster Sutterlin (OH)  
Deb Sutterlin (OH)  
Bill Towns (OH)  
Jeff Trout (IL)  
Jeff Van Horn (IL)  
Michael Vozer (IL)  
Jeff Vrabel Jr. (OH) Presenter 
David Vulcan (MN)  
John Weiss (MN) 
TAL Dept. 1VC AJ Whatley (OH)  
 
CRE24 sponsors were: 
 
American Legion Department of Ohio  
Detachment of Illinois  
Detachment of Ohio 
Detachment of Minnesota 
Don Gentile Squadron 532 
Don Gentile Post 532 
Embassy Suites Columbus Airport 
Mahoning Valley (OH) Squadron 15 
Mary Vrabel, Realtor ®  
V.A.T. Incorporated  
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Due to the generosity of these sponsors, there has not 
been a participation fee for any attendees since the in-
ception of CRE.  Hopefully,  we will expand our spon-
sorship and can continue to provide a quality event for 
those interested. 
 
Special thanks also goes out to Southway Post 144 in 
Columbus for a great time on Friday. 
 
There will be CRE25 in Columbus next year.  Dates are 
being reviewed to try to eliminate as many conflicts as 
possible so more members of The Family can attend. 
 
And just because itôs called Central Region Extrava-
ganza doesnôt mean you have to be a central region 
member to attend.  All members of the American Le-
gion Family from a cross the country and around the 
world are invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
Thank you to everyone who presented, attended, and 
sponsored.  You do not know how much it means to 
me to have you be part of this event.  I look forward to 
doing it again! 
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  
 

          
 

     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hey , Central Region , PLAY BALL!  
 
ñYesterday's Home Runs don't win today's 
games .ò - Babe Ruth 
 
As we all get ready to watch and celebrate ñAmerica's 
Official Sport .ò' (I'm not really a fan, but go  CUBS! ), 
we can certainly understand what Babe Ruth was say-
ing.  Just because we have had successes in the past; 
it does not guarantee the same results today!  We need 
to continue to work or membership to get these last 
few precious percentage points not just to reach our 
goal, but most importantly to continue the work we do 
for our veterans.   
 
Babe Ruth also said... ñEvery strike brings me 
closer to the next Home Run! ò 
 
My fellow members, we need to keep swing-
ing!   Aim for the fence as we continue our game of 
membership!   Talent has gotten us out on the field of 
play, but it's attitude and effort that will keep us 
here!  Progress always involves risk.  You cannot 
steal second base while keeping your foot on 
first!  
 
Here are this week's numbers... 
 
The Central Region improved our batting average by 
gaining 1.41%!  Way to Play the Game Central 
Region!   The Southeast Region is on home plate a full 
2.70% ahead of us with the Northeast Region on 
third  base  with only a .39% lead over the Central Re-
gion.  The Midwest region is on first base but only 
.84% behind us and the West Region is still in the dug-
out trailing 1.70 behind.  
 
The Detachment of Minnesota hit a home run with a 
1.70% jump.  This was followed by two triples by Illi-
nois (1.57%) and Ohio (1.51%).  The detachments of 
Indiana and Michigan hit doubles by adding 1.43% 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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and 1.34% respectfully.  Kentucky managed a base hit 
by adding .71% with grounders being provided by Wis-
consin (.59%) and West Virginia (.46%).   
 
The Central Region only needs 9,858 members 
for a Grand Slam!   Come on Central Region, now is 
the time to rally  the team and finish this best of five 
regional games and come out as a Series CHAM-
PION!   
 
Ken Griffey, Jr. said... ñTo succeed in Baseball, as 
in life; you must make adjustments! ò  So Cen-
tral Region it is time to show anyone that said we 
can't, that all we have to do is tell them ñWATCH 
ME! ò 
ñIôm the ONE, Youôre the ONE, BE the ONE!ò 
 
For the Commander, ñBelieve and Succeedò 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman  
 

 

 

 
Whatôs up Westside? 
 
Success is like a lightning  bolt .  Itôll strike you when 
you least expect it, and you just have to keep the mo-
mentum going.  You have to strike when the iron is 
hot, and we are getting hot on our way to the top!  

Keep up the great work you do and keep the momen-
tum going, we are super close to taking over fourth 
place.   
 
This is a reminder to you all that the 2025 SAL Mem-
bership Card cut-off date is May 15, 2024, which is 
also the 100% Target Date.  The IT Production team 
will run the 2025 SAL Membership Cards extract on 
or around May 18, 2024.  Please transmit your SAL 
membership by the May 15, 2024, cut-off date to en-
sure that your membersô 2025 membership cards cor-
rectly reflect their continuous years.  
 
The Westside report.  We improved by .80% currently 
at 89.69% total from last report .  We are now 5th in the 
nation and right behind Midwest Region by 1.04%.  
Our next goal is to be at 90% by 4/10/24.  Amazing 
job Hawaii at 109.17%, Latin America at 109.09%, 
Idaho at 98.79%,  New Mexico at 95.89%, Arizona at 
94.75%, Oregon at 94.33% and Washington at 
90.72%.  Coming on strong is Wyoming at 88.62%, 
Alaska at 87.99%, Colorado at 85.69%, California at 
85.69%, Montana at 83.68%, Utah at 83.48%, Nevada 
at 72.61% and Philippines at 56.96%.  Keep on going, 
and the chances are that you will stumble on some-
thing, perhaps when you are least expecting it.  I never 
heard of anyone ever stumbling on something sitting 
down.  Thanks again for everything you do for this 
great organization. 
 
Thanks again for everything you do for this great or-
ganization. 
 
For God and Country, 
 
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman  

 

 

 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
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If youõre a veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the 

Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support.  Dial 988 

then Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 

838255.  

 

 
Legion backs legislation aimed at 

reducing veterans suicide  
The American Legion | April 4, 2024  

 
The American Legion issued a letter of support this 
week to Rep. Andrew Garbarino, R-N.Y., for his work 
on behalf of H.R. 5633, Veteran Suicide Prevention 
Act. 
 
The legislation would mandate the examination and 
disclosure of vital information regarding opioids, psy-
chotropic medications, and other relevant factors in 
veteran suicide cases.  It would require the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to include data on com-
bat experience, traumatic brain injury, post -traumatic 
stress disorder, and military sexual trauma in its an-
nual report .  ñThis bill represents a crucial step toward 
a more thorough understanding of the complex 

interplay between trauma and suicide risk among vet-
erans,ò American Legion National Commander Daniel 
Seehafer wrote. 
 
Additionally, the bill recognizes the unique vulnera-
bilities of certain veteran populations such as women, 
American Indian/Alaska Native, transitioning, and 
younger veterans, by requiring the inclusion of demo-
graphic information in the VA's suicide prevent ion re-
port .  ñBy acknowledging and addressing the specific 
needs of these underserved groups, this bill under-
scores our commitment to ensuring that no veteran is 
left behind in our efforts to prevent suicide and pro-
mote mental health and well -being,ò Seehafer wrote. 
The American Legionôs primary mission is to reduce 
the number of veteran suicides.  It supports this legis-
lation through numerous resolutions,  including No. 
20, Suicide Prevention Program, approved in 2018. 
 

 
Department Vice Commander Drew Pajak chats with Thunder-
birds President Nathan Costa. 

Clay Lomneth / The American Legion  

 

A personal Be the One mission  
Henry Howard  | April 1, 2024  

 
Editorôs note: This story addresses topics related to 
suicide and may be upsetting to some.  If you are in 
crisis or having suicidal ideation, immediately call 
988 and press 1 (if a veteran) to talk anonymously 
with someone who can help. 
 
For Drew Pajak, The American Legionôs Be the One 
mission is personal. 
 
After his service in the Navy, Pajak worked in law en-
forcement for 20 years, retiring in 2008 .  That took its 
toll.  
 
ñI have seen the absolute worst in people,ò he says of 
his time on the force.  ñI have seen things happen to 
people, from little kids to adults, that I wouldnôt wish 
upon anybody.  Fatal accidents, shootings, things like 
that.ò 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://archive.legion.org/node/3455
https://archive.legion.org/node/3455
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=A%20personal%20Be%20the%20One%20mission&url=https://www.legion.org/betheone/261405/personal-be-one-mission
http://betheone.org/
http://betheone.org/
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Pajak was entrenched in a dark place.  He had quit 
taking his medications .  ñI didnôt want to be around 
anybody,ò he said.  ñI just hated people.  I totally with-
drew.  I stopped going to Legion functions.  I didnôt 
want to be involved in anything.ò 
 
One night, he had had enough.  He was ready to put 
his truck ñinto a river or into a wall.  I did not give a 
damn anymore.ò 
 
Pajak was in crisis.  As he was driving, a former De-
partment of Massachusetts commander happened to 
call, which allowed Pajak to unload ñeverything that 
was bugging me.ò 
 
The timely intervention gave him a moment to pro-
cess, begin to emerge from crisis and an opportunity 
to call 988.  After speaking with a counselor as he 
drove, Drew returned home and opened up to his wife, 
Jodie.  ñThe things that I have seen over the years, I 
wouldnôt wish upon anybody, including suicides, 
homicides,ò he said. 
 
To this day, the former department commander does 
not know the role he played in keeping Pajak alive.  
That underscores the importance of The American Le-
gionôs Buddy Check program, whether itôs a coordi-
nated effort to reach out to a group of veterans for 
wellness checks, or just calling a buddy to make sure 
he or she is doing OK. 
 
Now Pajak is a living, breathing example of what hap-
pens when someone takes the appropriate action 
when a veteranôs life is at risk.  Thatôs the heart of Be 
the One, which aims to reduce the rate of veteran sui-
cide by destigmatizing mental-health treatment and 
empowering everyone to make a difference. 
 
ñI was at a point where I didnôt want to play anymore,ò 
he said.  ñThis is very personal for me because I had 
people there to óbe the oneô for me.ò 
 
Pajak reflects back to Pete, a Navy friend who was lost 
to suicide.  Pete visited the Pajaks in their home in 
January 2011.  ñEverything seemed fine.  Everything 
seemed beautiful.ò 
 
But all was not well.  Months later, his friend got into 
a fight with his wife, stormed outside and died by sui-
cide. 
 
ñIf I would have known more then, could I have óbeen 
the oneô for Pete?ò Pajak said.  ñWithout even knowing 
it, someone else was the óbe the oneô for me.  Is (Be the 
One) personal?  Between Pete and the low places, I hit 

a couple of years ago, yes.  You gotta have someone to 
talk to.ò 
 
Itôs personal for Jodie, too, the National Executive 
Committeeman for the Department of Massachusetts. 
ñVeterans suicide is a cancer that should not be,ò she 
said.  ñThere are way too many resources, way too 
many programs to help veterans and their families, to 
help combat these needs and feelings that these veter-
ans develop in their military careers and come across 
as they try to transition out of service and back to ci-
vilian life .  You canôt just flip a switch and go from 
structured to unstructured .  You have to have some 
help.  After a few years, you find you just canôt cope.  
With this program we hope that they see us and seek 
us out.ò 
 
The Pajaks are leading awareness efforts in their com-
munity of Springfield, Mass., where Drewôs family has 
had season tickets to the minor league hockey teamôs 
games since 1936.  Department of Massachusetts 
American Legion members and the Thunderbirds 
team are engaged in a season-long promotion of Be 
the One. 
 
That community awareness helps elevate mental-
health awareness and underscores that it is OK to not 
be OK. 
 
ñIt was just a bad day,ò Pajak says of the night he was 
driving around .  ñIf you are having a bad day, reach 
out to somebody.  I know itôs not easy but find some-
body to talk to.ò 
 
Just like the former department commander does not 
know his ñBe the Oneò role related to Pajak, itôs possi-
ble ð even probable ð that Pajak could also be an 
anonymous ñBe the Oneò savior to a veteran in crisis. 
ñThat would be the best part of it,ò he said.  ñIf I can 
save one veteran by sharing my story, itôs worth it.ò 
 

óBe the Oneé 
has been a guiding lightô 

The American Legion | April 5, 2024 

 
Indiana Legionnaire Tracy Levay has attempted to die 
by suicide three times.  The adjutant of Frank & Ed-
ward Skwiat American Legion Post 451 in Michigan 
City, she made those choices following the ending of a 
16-year marriage and a breast cancer scare.  Sheôs also 
lost a close friend and fellow veteran to suicide, as well 
as a stepson. 
 
But on April 4, Levay was in Indianapolis for the De-
partment of Indianaôs Legion College, where she is an 

https://988lifeline.org/
http://www.legion.org/buddycheck
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260634/major-effort-promote-be-one
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260634/major-effort-promote-be-one
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alumni and moderator .  Included in the collegeôs cur-
riculum was a Be the One training session ï some-
thing that now resonates deeply with Levay. 
 

 
photo by Hilary Ott /The American Legion  

 
ñSuicide is a permanent solution to a tiny problem 
that is aspirated with thoughts of you canôt get 
through it,ò said Levay, a U.S. Navy veteran and Indi-
anaôs Third District commander.  ñSo Be the One, for 
me, has been a guiding light.  Itôs made me reach out 
to people.  Iôm not afraid to talk about my suicidal 
events.  Iôm not afraid to talk about how suicide has 
affected me.  But itôs not easy.  Itôs an everyday strug-
gle to this day.ò 
 
At the Marriott East in Indianapolis, around 40 De-
partment of Indiana Legionnaires took part in the 
ñSaving Lives of Veterans, their Families, and Com-
munities with the Columbia Protocolò.  A similar in -
person training session took place during the Legionôs 
annual Washington Conference, but this was the first 
time an American Legion department had staged the 
Columbia Protocol training.  
 
Levay said sheôs proud of the Legion for making pre-
venting veteran suicide its top priority .  ñFor me, itôs 
great to see.  Itôs so important for us as Legionnaires 
to help out our fellow veterans and get them the help 
they absolutely, 100-percent need,ò she said.  ñWe 
know what itôs like to serve in the military.  And a lot 
of the outside people donôt.  Suicide is one of the top 
things killing our veterans .  For me, to see The Amer-
ican Legion take this step and go further with protect-
ing the ones who protect this country means a lot to 
me.ò 
 
Levay said having a program like Be the One around 
when she had her thoughts of suicide could have made 
a difference ñbecause I probably would have gotten 
help a lot sooner.ò 
 

Be the One also has made an impact on U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran Tony Cross, who serves as Be the Oneôs 
program manager. 
 
ñWhen you get this training, youôre going to start 
thinking differently .  I know because I do,ò told the 
Legion College students.  ñI pay a lot more attention 
to things that people say.  You donôt have to have men-
tal illness to want to kill yourself.ò 
 
Cross said Be the One is ña golden opportunity to 
change the face of The American Legion.  We have 
12,103 posts in the country.  The most relevant time in 
our history is right now .  When you say youôre going 
to do the mission, thereôs what we call the forward 
edge of the battle area.  When you cross that line, 
youôre in operations.  Weôve now crossed that line.ò 
 
The Be the One training, ñSaving Lives of Veterans, 
their Families, and Communities with the Columbia 
Protocol,ò was developed by the Columbia Lighthouse 
Project and uses the Columbia Protocol, a screening 
tool developed in 2007 by Columbia University, the 
University of Pennsylvania, and the University of 
Pittsburgh and supported by the National Institute of 
Mental Health.  
 
The Columbia Protocol, also known as the Columbia-
Suicide Severity Rating Scale, supports suicide risk as-
sessment through a series of simple, plain-language 
questions that anyone can ask.  The answers help us-
ers identify whether someone is at risk for suicide, as-
sess the severity and immediacy of that risk, and 
gauge the level of support that the person needs. 
 
The questions are: 
 

¶ ñHave you wished you were dead or wished you 
could go to sleep and not wake up?ò 

¶ ñHave you actually had any thoughts about killing 
yourself?ò 

 
If yes, ask the following questions: 
 

¶ Have you been thinking about how you might do 
this? 

¶ Have you had these thoughts and had some inten-
tion of acting on them? 

¶ Have you started to work out or have you worked 
out the details of how to kill yourself ?  Did you in-
tend to carry out this plan? 

 
And always ask ñHave you done anything, started to 
do anything or prepared to do anything to end your 
life?ò 

https://www.legion.org/betheone/261464/betheone.org
https://www.legion.org/betheone/261233/be-one-training-tackles-how-help-those-suicidal-crisis
https://www.legion.org/betheone/261233/be-one-training-tackles-how-help-those-suicidal-crisis
https://cssrs.columbia.edu/
https://cssrs.columbia.edu/
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Providing the training were two individuals with ex-
tensive suicide prevention experience.  Wendy Lakso 
has served as chief of the U.S. Armyôs Suicide Preven-
tion Program; deputy executive director of the Office 
of the U.S. Presidentôs PREVENTS Task Force, which 
is a part of the National Strategy for Preventing Vet-
eran Suicide; and, more recently, director of partner-
ships in the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Of-
fice of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention from 
2018-2020.  
 
Fellow facilitator Dr. Keita Franklin has addressed the 
Legionôs Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commis-
sion while serving as the senior executive director of 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Office of 
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention .  She held a 
similar position with the Department of Defense and 
is co-director of the Columbia Lighthouse Project.  
 
The pair stressed that someone doesnôt need to be a 
clinician to prevent a suicide or provide a suicide in-
tervention. They also pointed out several other mis-
conceptions, including:  
 

¶ Owning a firearm is not associated with suicide 
risk .  Lakso said 70 percent of veterans who die by 
suicide do so using a firearm.  And statistics show 
if someone is planning suicide with a firearm,  but 
a firearm isnôt available, they donôt look for substi-
tute method. 

¶ Suicide isnôt impulsive.  Traumatic live events can 
trigger thoughts of suicide, with statistics showing 
that 25-40 percent of suicides happen between 
thinking of and acting on suicidal thoughts .  Sev-
enty percent happen within an hour.  

¶ Talking with someone about suicide will encour-
age suicide.  Talking with someone about suicide 
provides an intervention for the person consider-
ing taking his or her own life .  It shows that person 
that someone cares with often is what they need at 
that point.  

¶ A majority of veterans who die by suicide have a 
mental health illness.  Statistics show 50.8 percent 
of veterans who die by suicide did not have a men-
tal health diagnosis. 

 
The training provided the opportunity for some heart-
felt back and forth between the Legion College stu-
dents and the facilitators .  One Legionnaire said his 
father died by suicide and that he himself was a survi-
vor of a murder-suicide attempt.  Having also had su-
icidal thoughts, heôs developed what he calls lifelines 
ï positive events and relationships in his life, or as 
Franklin called it, ñreasons for livingò ï when having 
those feelings. 

ñMy father didnôt have those lifelines,ò he said.  ñWith 
all of my lifelines, I can take a lot more of that stress 
because Iôve got protection.  I can talk to people.ò 
 
Another Legionnaire talked about the importance of 
the Legion in providing an extended family, ñBecause 
we have shared experiences, shared dangers, shared 
suffering, across multiple generations, different (mil-
itary) branches.  When you share that type of bond 
with people, that can be stronger than family.ò 
 
Wayne Zeman, Indianaôs Northern Vice Commander, 
echoed that sentiment, ñWe, as fellow veterans, have 
a unique ability to relate to one another,ò he said.  
ñAnd the people who need help sometimes, they wonôt 
go to a clinician.  They wonôt go to VA mental health, 
because of the likelihood theyôre going to end up talk-
ing to somebody who has no frame of reference, who 
has no shared experiences, who isnôt going to under-
stand.  So they would rather talk to one of us.ò 
 
Kelly Murray, the adjutant of Post 11 in Lafayette and 
an Indiana Legion College facilitator and its speaker, 
said it made sense for the college to provide the train-
ing. 
 
ñWeôre lucky enough to have those resources close by, 
and we felt we needed to take advantage of that.  They 
were ready to launch, and we were ready to go.  And 
the timing was perfect. 
 
ñItôs such an important mission.  We didnôt want to 
miss this opportunity to not only provide this educa-
tion for our students that are in this class, but to also 
do the live session.ò 
 
Murray sat through the training and called it ñintense.  
There were a lot of people in this organization and in 
this room that have very personal stories about this, 
Itôs hard to sit and think about what other people in 
this room might be thinking about at this moment.ò 
 
Seeing The American Legion take up Be the One as its 
top mission has given Murray ñan immense sense of 
pride knowing that we have identified something so 
relevant to veterans of all ages and of all experiences 
and are able to hopefully make a difference.  Our ideas 
are to change lives and to save lives.  Thatôs why we 
were in the military, and thatôs what we continue to 
do.ò 
 
The American Legion continues to offer virtual Be the One train-
ing using the Columbia protocol .  Click here for a schedule of up-
coming sessions. 

 
 

https://www.legion.org/betheone/training?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=TRAINING&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
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Origins of April  
as Children & Youth Month  

Jeff Stoffer | April 1, 2024  

 
April was not The 
American Legionôs first 
choice for Children & 
Youth Month .  The 
19th National Conven-
tion in New York City 
in 1937 adopted a re-
port from the National 
Child Welfare Commit-
tee that ñthe month of 

May be designated for special child-welfare activity in 
The American Legion.ò That plan lasted less than two 
years. 
 
In 1938, American Legion departments and posts 
were addressing a multitude of challenges facing chil-
dren, which the National Legionnaire  newspaper de-
scribed as ñperhaps the most valuable contribution we 
can make to a nation for which we, the members of the 
Legion, have offered much, for which some of our 
comrades gave all.ò And in May that year, those con-
tributions were promoted and report ed at every level 
of the organization. 
 
Foremost, support for children was continuously ref-
erenced as a matter of national security.  ñWe may say 
a great deal regarding preparedness and national de-
fense, but all of the nationôs preparedness and all of its 
defenses will be valueless if we neglect the youth of to-
day,ò the National Legionnaire  reported. 
 
At that time, the national American Legion Child Wel-
fare Division ï under the directorship of Emma 
Puschner, a former St. Louis lawyer, social worker,  
and prominent national figure in childrenôs affairs ï 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Jeff%20Stoffer&p=jstoffer&s=legion.org&subject=Origins%20of%20April%20as%20Children%20&%20Youth%20Month&url=https://www.legion.org/youth/261404/origins-april-children-youth-month
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laid out some key areas for the organization to ad-
dress: 
 

¶ Aid to Dependent Children, a New Deal program 
that Puschner had been called upon by the White 
House to help develop 

¶ Maternal and child health services at a time when 
some 15,000 American women a year were dying 
during pregnancy or childbirth  

¶ Services for disabled children 

¶ Community child -welfare assistance 

¶ Reduction of juvenile delinquency  

¶ Fitness 
 
Across the country, American Legion posts were par-
ticipating in regional school conferences to share the 
organizationôs primary focus ï a ñsquare deal for every 
childò that emphasized stable homes, healthy life-
styles, education, character, and opportunity.  
 
In 1939, the National Legionnaire  announced that 
April had become designated as American Legion 
Child Welfare Month and called upon posts to report 
their activities throughout the nation.  
 
The Legionôs child-welfare engine roared over the next 
two years and in 1941, a national resolution formally 
designating April as Child Welfare Month ï ñhaving 
proved its worthò ï was passed, along with the solidi-
fication of many positions and programs, such as con-
tinuation of the regional school conferences; medical 
examinations of schoolchildren to detect and treat 
ñremedial conditionsò; implementation of school 
lunch programs for low -income kids ñwhich can go a 
long way toward making up for inadequate diets at 
homeò; increased federal aid for families with depend-
ent children; grants for American Legion department 
child -welfare programs; and more uniform state laws 
regulating adoption.  
 
Across the country, American Legion posts, American 
Legion Auxiliary units,  and departments were report-
ing success and strong media attention to their child-
welfare programs, which included health clinics for 
infants and children; juvenile delinquency prevention 
and treatment efforts; school lunch programs; pur-
chasing of ñiron lungò respirators for children with po-
lio and other conditions; dental clinics; immuniza-
tions; food, clothing,  and toy distributions; and more.  
American Legion department child -welfare investiga-
tors were working 10-20 cases a day by the mid-1940s. 
Between 1925 and 1945, the number of children 
served by American Legion child-welfare programs 
and services had been estimated at 7.4 million, with 
$57 million in direct financial assistance.  

A 1941 survey of 28 American Legion departments 
had confirmed that the organizationôs child-welfare 
program was resonating across the nation through lo-
cal programs and even beyond, through assistance for 
children from Europe who had escaped the war, many 
whose families turned to The American Legion for 
help upon arrival.  
 
In November 1941, the Legionôs Child Welfare Com-
mittee became a national commission, less than a 
month before the United States entered World War II. 
That context was not lost on National Child Welfare 
Chairman Lawrence Smith of Wisconsin. 
 
ñThe attention of the nation is focused upon national 
defense in the present emergency,ò Smith reported to 
the national convention in 1941.  ñAny sound program 
of national defense must have in it consideration for 
the general welfare of our children.  Someday, these 
very children will man our defenses, so let us ensure 
that they will be in capable hands by providing for 
their welfare and needs now.  Make no mistake, our 
children are the greatest asset to our national secu-
rity.ò 
 
The viability of The American Legionôs child-welfare 
program was consistently supported in the 28-depart-
ment survey in which respondents noted that the ef-
fort was connecting veterans with the general public 
and schools, and ñthe newspaper publicity is very 
helpful é We need more of these kinds of activities in 
the Legion.ò 
 
And, when questioned about whether or not to con-
tinue designating April as Child Welfare Month ï later 
Children & Youth Month ï those surveyed were 
clearly in support .  ñBefore we had April as Child Wel-
fare Month,ò one respondent wrote, ñé the majority 
of the posts did not know we had a child-welfare pro-
gram.ò 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
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400,000+ Veterans enrolled in VA 
health care over past 365 days  

The American Legion | March 31, 2024 

 
The Department of Veter-
ans Affairs announced that 
it has enrolled 401,006 
veterans in VA health care 
over the past 365 
days ð 30% more than the 

307,831 it enrolled the previous year. This is the most 
yearly enrollees in at least the past five years at VA, 

and nearly a 50% increase over pandemic-level enroll-
ment in 2020.  
 
The number of new enrollees increased in all 50 states 
year-over-year.  The states with the newest enrollees 
over the past year include Texas (41,287 veterans), 
California (33,468) Florida (32,712), Virginia 
(20,537), North Carolina (17,562), Pennsylvania 
(16,167), Georgia (15,747), Ohio (12,717), Washington 
(11,873), Illinois (10,167), Colorado (10,028), Arizona 
(9,789), Tennessee (9,584), and Michigan (9,294). 
 
This historic enrollment has been made possible by 
the bipartisan PACT Act which allowed VA to expand 
VA health care and benefits to millions of veterans. 
VA is also conducting the most aggressive outreach 
campaign in its history, including hosting over 2,600 
events since the passage of the PACT Act, launching a 
$16+ million  advertising campaign, using public ser-
vice announcements, and ð for the first time ever ð 
sending text messages to veterans encouraging them 
to enroll in VA health care. VA is continuing these ag-
gressive outreach efforts throughout 2024, with more 
than 550 in-person events already scheduled for this 
year. 
 
Veterans who receive VA health care have better 
health outcomes than non-enrolled veterans, and VA 
hospitals have dramatically outperformed non -VA 
hospitals in  overall quality ratings  and patient satis-
faction ratings . Additionally, VA health care is of-
ten more affordable than non-VA health care for vet-
erans.  Today, VA is delivering more care and more 
benefits to more veterans than ever before in our na-
tionôs history, setting an all-time record for health 
care appointments provided in 2023 . 
 
ñWe want every eligible veteran to enroll in VA health 
care for one simple reason: Veterans who come to VA 
are proven to have better health outcomes ð and pay 
less ð than veterans who donôt,ò said VA Secretary 
Denis McDonough.  ñThatôs why weôve spent the past 
year meeting veterans where they are ï hosting thou-
sands of events, sending millions of texts, advertising 
on every corner, and much more ð to get them to 
come to VA.  This aggressive outreach campaign has 
led more veterans to enroll in VA care than during any 
year in at least a decade, and weôre not slowing down 
now.ò  
 
Under the PACT Act, VA has also upgraded the health 
care priority groups  for 693,962 veterans over the 
past year ð meaning that many of those veterans are 
now paying lower copays. Since the PACT Act was 
passed into law, VA has upgraded the priority groups 
of more than 746,500 veterans. 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-launches-advertising-campaign-to-encourage-new-veterans-to-sign-up-for-health-care-and-benefits/#:~:text=Press%20Room-,VA%20launches%20advertising%20campaign%20to%20encourage%20new%20Veterans%20to,for%20health%20care%20and%20benefits&text=WASHINGTON%20%E2%80%93%20Today%2C%20the%20Department%20of,and%20benefits%20they've%20earned.
https://x.com/jonstewart/status/1765076636263944374?s=20
https://x.com/jonstewart/status/1765076636263944374?s=20
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-outperform-non-va-facilities-cms-ratings/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/nationwide-patient-survey-shows-va-hospitals-outperform-non-va-hospitals/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/nationwide-patient-survey-shows-va-hospitals-outperform-non-va-hospitals/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/copay-rates/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://www.google.com/search?q=va+health+care+priority+groups
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VA recently expanded health care eligibility  for mil-
lions of veterans nationwide, years earlier than called 
for by the PACT Act.  As of March 5, all veterans who 
were exposed to toxins and other hazards while serv-
ing in the military and meet certain requirements be-
came eligible to enroll directly in VA health care .  This 
means that all veterans who served in the Vietnam 
War, the Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Global War 
on Terror, or any other combat zone after 9/11 will be 
eligible to enroll directly in VA health care without 
first applying for VA benefits .  Additionally, veterans 
who never deployed but were exposed to toxins or 
hazards while training or on active duty in the United 
States will also be eligible to enroll.  VA also recently 
expanded health care to all World War II veterans. 
VA is able to serve these new enrollees, in part, due to 
last yearôs record hiring in VAôs Veterans Health Ad-
ministration .  Last year, VA exceeded hiring goals in 
the Veterans Health Administration ð growing at the 
fastest rate in 15 years and bringing in more than 
61,000 new hires ð to prepare for an increase in VA 
health care enrollment among veterans under the 
PACT Act.  In total, VHA now has more employees 
than ever before in our history, and VAôs retention ef-
forts also led to a 20% decrease in turnover rate 
among VHA employees from 2022 to 2023. 
 
Moving forward, VA will continue to aggressively 
reach out to veterans to encourage them to come to 
VA. VA encourages all Veterans, family members, 
caregivers, and survivors to learn more about VA and 
apply for their world -class health care and earned 
benefits today. 
For more information about VA care, visit  VAôs health 
care website.  For more information about the impact 
of the PACT Act, visit VAôs PACT Act dashboard. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Sons of The American Legion  

celebrated in new online exhibit  
The American Legion Library | April 3, 2024  

 
The Sons of The American Legionôs history is featured 
in a new online exhibit  from the Emil A. Blackmore 
Museum, published this month. To celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Sonsô first national convention in 
1972, the exhibit explores the formation and early his-
tory of the program, as well as more recent events. 
 
The online exhibit offers visitors a glimpse into the 
history of the organization through photos, artifacts,  
and documents, including historical newsletters and 
brochures.  Throughout the exhibit links can also be 
found to various resources housed in the Legionôs dig-
ital archive.  
 

https://news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/all-wwii-veterans-are-now-eligible-for-no-cost-va-health-care-and-nursing-home-services/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/all-wwii-veterans-are-now-eligible-for-no-cost-va-health-care-and-nursing-home-services/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/
https://department.va.gov/pactdata/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/exhibits/show/sons-of-the-american-legion/introduction
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Visitors can view the exhibit on the Blackmore web-
site.  Past exhibits can be seen here. 
 

 
 

2024 American Legion Baseball 
scholarship nomination form  

available online  
The American Legion | April 5, 2024  

 
Applications are available online for 
the 2024 American Legion Baseball 
Scholarship.  The fillable nomination 
form is available here. 
 
Team managers and head coaches of 

post-affiliated American Legion Baseball teams must 
submit nominations for the American Legion Baseball 
Scholarship by July 15. 
 
The American Legion awards between $22,000 and 
$25,000 in scholarships to deserving baseball players 
each year.  Each Department Baseball Committee may 
select a player from its department to receive this 
scholarship.  The American Legion will award several 
scholarships each year depending on the number of 
applicants and interest earned from the trust fund.  
 
Any team manager or head coach of an American Le-
gion postïaffiliated team may nominate a player for 
consideration of this award .  The scholarship applica-
tion, letters of recommendation and certification form 
must be completed, postmarked, and mailed to the 
department headquarters no later than July 15.  Three 
letters of testimony must be attached to the nomina-
tion form.  
 
Department Baseball Scholarship winners receive 
$500 .  Each certified Department Baseball scholar-
ship winner shall be considered for The American Le-
gion All -Academic Team sponsored by Diamond 
Sports. 
 
Eight players selected by a scholarship selection com-
mittee at The American Legion World Series will re-
ceive an additional $2,500 scholarship .  A ninth 
player, selected as the most outstanding member of 
the All -Academic Team, will be awarded an additional 
$5,000 scholarship.  
 
All -Academic Team winners will retain their $500 
scholarship from their department.  
 

Scholarship recipients will be eligible to receive their 
scholarships immediately upon graduation from an 
accredited high school.  Scholarship winners must uti-
lize the total award within eight years of their gradua-
tion date, excluding active military time.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/
https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/
https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/exhibits
https://www.legion.org/documents/baseball/Baseball_Scholarship_Form.pdf
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to have a memberõs information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Timothy Peet 'Tim' Guinotte  

Timothy Peet 
ñTimò 

Guinotte 
passed away 
at ñthe Rockò 
in Ottawa, 
Kansas, on 
March 29, 
2024, after a 

short illness.  Tim was the youngest 
of ten children born to Jim and Ali-
son (Jones) Guinotte on June 8, 
1963, in Chanute, Kansas.  He at-
tended St. Patrickôs Catholic School 
and graduated from Chanute High 
School in 1981.  He graduated from 
Butler County Community College 
with a Petroleum Technology de-
gree.  He was a member of the Ea-
gles, Elks, and Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion. 
 
Tim worked in the oil industry most 
of his life, beginning with working 
with his father Jim at Reed Oil 
Company.  He drove trucks for 
Consolidated Oil Well Services, En-
ron, Our Own Hardware, and 
Penske.  He eventually owned an 
oil company with his oldest brother 
Jim.   After selling his oil leases in 
2018, he said he was ñbetween jobsò 
when asked if he had retired. 
  
He married Laura Sue Cox on De-
cember 9, 2008.  While Tim and 
Laura attended Chanute High 
School together, it was a chance 
meeting in 1996, at Our Own Hard-
ware, that brought them together 
again. 
 
He was an avid hunter but more of 
an avid socializer.  He enjoyed good 
food, a nice cocktail and pulling 
pranks on others.  He had a sharp 
wit and could imitate the unique 
laugh or voice of friends and fam-
ily.   You always left his presence 
with a smile.  Tim will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. 
 
Tim was preceded in death by his 
parents and brother Dick.   He is 
survived by his devoted wife Laura, 
his brothers Jim of Ottawa, Joe of 
Wichita, Tucson (Sandy) and John 
of Chanute, sisters Mary (Jim) 
Morris and Alison (Alex) Mih of 
Chanute, Aimee (John) Benage of 
Placitas, New Mexico, and Nancy 
(Mike) Eichten of Topeka, sisters in 

law Stephanie Guinotte of Love-
land, Colorado, and Debbie (Roger) 
Dean of Altoona, Kansas, and 
brother in law Bill (Corina) Cox of 
Chanute.  He was Uncle Buck to nu-
merous nieces and nephews and a 
beloved cousin to many. 
 
A Celebration of Life will be held at 
the Ottawa Eagles, 524 East 
15th Street, Ottawa, Kansas on 
April 13, 2024, from 2:00 -
6:00pm.   Come celebrate our favor-
ite prankster, have a cocktail, food, 
tell Tim stories and visit with 
friends and family.   Memorials  can 
be made to St. Patrickôs Catholic 
School, Chanute, Kansas or Prairie 
Paws Animal Shelter, Ottawa, Kan-
sas, c/o Dengel & Son Mortuary, 
235 South Hickory Street, Ottawa, 
Kansas 66067. 

 
Jeffrey D. Gydesen  

Boonville- Jef-
frey D. Gydesen, 
64, of Denslow 
Drive, passed 
away on Mon-
day, April 1, 
2024, at Upstate 
Medical Center, 
after a short ill-

ness, while surrounded by the lov-
ing care of his family.  Affection-
ately known as Jeff, he was born in 
Constableville, NY, April 24, 1959, 
a son of Donald C. and Carol Zeigler 
Gydesen.  Jeff grew up on East 
Road, near Boonville and gradu-
ated from Adirondack Central 
School, with The Class of 1977. 
 
While growing up and in high 
school he enjoyed playing Baseball.  
In 1983, Jeff married Eileen Bar-
telotte, later the couple were di-
vorced. After graduation he was 
first employed at Delia Stone 
Quarry and Paving Co., Boonville, 
before twenty-six years of employ-
ment as a machine operator at the 
Boonville Division of Ethan Allen 
Furniture Company .  When the 
company closed its Boonville plant 
in 2004, Jeff began his employ-
ment at Revere Copper & Brass Co. 
of Rome.  Later for twelve years, 
until retiring in April, 2023, he was 
employed as a forklift  operator, at 
Kraft Heinz Co. of Lowville .  He was 
a member of Charles J. Love Post 
Sons of the American Legion, 
Boonville, and Boonville Elks 
Lodge # 2158. 
 

For many years, Jeff was an avid 
hunter; he loved activities in the 
outdoors, including hiking and 
snow shoeing.  He greatly enjoyed 
watching the Boonville Snowmo-
bile Races and oval dirt track races.  
He loved spending time at the fam-
ily camp in Brantingham and also 
with his hunting buddies on Steam 
Mill Road.  
 
Jeff is survived by one son and 
daughter in law, Jacob and Erin 
Gydesen, Boonville; one daughter 
and son in law, Sarah and Chad 
Sturtevant, Boonville; a stepson, 
Chris (Beth) Hill, Turin, from a pre-
vious marriage to Linda Hoskins -
Carr and his mother and stepfather, 
Carol and Butch Johnson, Boon-
ville .  He was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Donald C. Gydesen, in 2008.  
Also surviving are his grandchil-
dren; Olivia, Nolan, Logan, Chris-
tina, Nichole, Alexis, Aleigha, and 
Adalyn; one sister and brother in 
law, Lorrie (Dan) Czeipel, Boon-
ville; one brother and sister in law, 
Michael and Debby Gydesen, Boon-
ville; nieces and nephews, Todd 
(Melanie) Czepiel and Brett (Ash-
lynne) Czepiel, Josh and Kaylee 
Gydesen and Tonia Duncan, his 
special friend, Tina Zehr and by his 
favorite canine companion, "Mar-
ley. 
 
 Jeff's family extends a sincere 
thank you to the staff at Upstate 
University Hospital for all their 
kindness and compassion. 
 
His Funeral will be on Wednesday, 
April 10, 2024, at 10:00 A.M. at 
Trainor Funeral Home, Inc. 143 
Schuyler St. Boonville, where call-
ing hours are Tuesday, April 9, 
from 1-4 & 6-8 P.M. 
 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, 100 Lomond Court, Utica, New 
York 13502, or to the Alzheimer's 
Association of Central NY, 441 
West Kirkpatrick Street, Syracuse, 
NY 13204. To plant a beautiful me-
morial tree in memory of Jeffrey, 
please visit our Tree Store. 
 
Published by WKTV on Apr. 3, 
2024. 

 
Ron Thomas  

Ronald E. 
Thomas Sr., 85, 
better known as 
"RonBoy", a be-
loved figure in 
the Vincennes 

community, 
passed away on 
March 29, 2024 

at his residence. 
 
Ron was born on January 19, 1939 
in Vincennes, the son of Francis 
"Lefty" and Irene (Madison) 

Thomas.  He married Betty Breed-
love on January 31, 1974 and she 
preceded him in death on Septem-
ber 8, 2022. 
 
Ron's dedication to service began 
early in his life as a proud graduate 
of Central Catholic High School, af-
ter graduation Ron enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corp. where 
he served his country with great 
pride.  In August of 1967 Ron ac-
cepted a position with the Vin-
cennes City Fire Department.  
Rookie fireman Thomas, advanced 
to Fireman Second Class after a 
year's training and to First Class 
Fireman a year after that.  in 1978, 
he was promoted to the rank of 
Captain and in 1980 he was pro-
moted to Assistant Chief.  In 1984 
Ron was appointed to Chief by then 
Mayor Bill Rose, a position he held 
until his retirement from the de-
partment.  
 
Throughout his life, Ron's commit-
ment to his community shone 
brightly as he served as the Fire 
Chief for the City of Vincennes, 
leaving an indelible mark on all 
who had the privilege of knowing 
him .  His passion for serving ex-
tended beyond his role as Fire 
Chief, with active involvement in 
numerous civic organizations in-
cluding the Disabled American Vet-
erans, Sons of the American Le-
gion, Harmony Society, Eagles 
Lodge, and the Knights of Colum-
bus.  Faith was also very important 
to Ron as he is a member of St. 
Francis Catholic Church. 
 
Among his notable accomplish-
ments, Ron received several pres-
tigious awards, including the 1984 
American Legion Firefighter of the 
Year for Indiana, the 1987 VFW 
Post 1157 Outstanding Citizen 
Award, and the Sagamore of Wa-
bash Award from Governor Evan 
Bayh in 1995, among many others.  
His dedication to community ser-
vice was unparalleled, with involve-
ment in events like the Knox 
County Relay for Life and the Ma-
rine Corps Toys for Tots Campaign.  
In Ron's spare time he enjoyed 
spending time with his many many 
family members, attending many 
local sporting events supporting his 
Lincoln Alices.  He was also an avid 
Indianapolis Colts fan and enjoyed 
camping, fishing, cooking, travel-
ing, and manicuring his yard and 
pool. 
 
Ron will forever be remembered for 
his unwavering commitment to his 
country, community, and family .  
He leaves behind a legacy of service 
that will continue to inspire gener-
ations to come.  In addition to his 
esteemed career accomplishments, 
Ron was a devoted family man sur-
vived by his loving family, son, 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Jeffrey&giftLastName=Gydesen&giftType=mem
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Jeffrey&giftLastName=Gydesen&giftType=mem
http://act.alz.org/site/Donation2?df_id=34718&mfc_pref=T&34718.donation=form1&set.TributeType=MEMORIAL&set.custom.honoree_name=Jeffrey%20Gydesen&set.TributeMessage=A%20gift%20has%20been%20made%20in%20remembrance%20of%20Jeffrey%20Gydesen
http://act.alz.org/site/Donation2?df_id=34718&mfc_pref=T&34718.donation=form1&set.TributeType=MEMORIAL&set.custom.honoree_name=Jeffrey%20Gydesen&set.TributeMessage=A%20gift%20has%20been%20made%20in%20remembrance%20of%20Jeffrey%20Gydesen
https://tree.tributestore.com/?oId=31121072&tag=&source=tco_descriptionundefined&mtph=1
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Ronald E. Thomas, Jr. and his wife 
Carol of Sarasota, FL, daughters, 
Tracey Nowaskie and her husband 
Steve of Vincennes, Amy Stone and 
her husband Bill of Cloverdale, IN; 
his siblings, Vic Thomas of Shoals, 
IN, Frank Thomas of Goodletsville, 
TN, Jan Thomas of Wheatland, IN, 
Jenny Jackson of Monroe City, IN; 
his grandchildren, Jeremy Eisen-
hut, Brooke Owens, Bryce Nowas-
kie and his wife Marypat, Cody 
Thomas and his wife Stephanie and 
Brandt Nowaskie and his wife Na-
talie; great granddaughter, Cecelia 
Jane (CeCe) Nowaskie and a great 
granddaughter due in July. Ron is 
preceded in death by his parents, 
Francis "Lefty" and Irene Thomas, 
and his brothers, David, and 
Tommy Joe Thomas. 
 
As we prepare to bid farewell to this 
remarkable individual, let us come 
together to celebrate his life and 
honor the impactful legacy he 
leaves behind.  Join us on Monday 
April 22, 2024 as we gather to cele-
brate and honor the life of Ron at a 
memorial service from 4-7 pm at 
Goodwin-Sievers Funeral Home, 
524 Broadway, Vincennes, 
IN  47591. Online memories may be 
shared with Ron's family and 
friends at www.goodwinsiev-
ersfh.com. 
 
The Thomas family has requested 
memorial contributions be made to 
the Vincennes Lincoln Athletic 
Booster Club.  Goodwin-Sievers 
Funeral Home is privileged and 
honored to be entrusted with the 
care of Ron and his family. 
To send flowers to the family or 
plant a tree in memory of Ron 
Thomas, please visit our floral 
store. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Jerry Lee Nicholson  

Jerry Lee Ni-
cholson, age 
74, of Xenia, 

Illinois, 
passed away 
early Tues-
day morn-
ing, April 2, 
2024, at his 

home. 
 
He was born December 5, 1949, in 
Flora, the son of Stanley Howard 
and Eunice (Coble) Nicholson.  He 
was united in marriage to Dottie 
Frye on August 13, 1977, in Flora, 
and together they have shared 46 
wedding anniversaries. 
 
Jerry had worked at Southern 
Lumber and later Minwax in Flora, 
retiring after 26 years .  He enjoyed 
hunting squirrel and rabbit, fish-
ing, horseback riding, camping, 

and mushroom hunting .  He was a 
member of the Flora Sons of the 
American Legion and a past mem-
ber of the Coon Creek Ridge Riders. 
He is survived by his wife: Dottie 
Nicholson of Xenia; a son: John 
(Carla) Nicholson of Iuka; 3 grand-
sons: Kyle Nicholson, Trevor (Ma-
riah) Nicholson, and Braden Ni-
cholson; step-sisters-and-brother: 
Priscilla (David) Disher, Julie 
(Mark) Steimel, and Gary (Lisa) 
Milone; sisters -and-brother -in-
law: Linda (Roger) Griffy, Pat (Ray) 
Barber, and Jerry (Diane) Frye; 
several nieces and nephews; and 
his beloved dog, Bella. 
 
He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther: Stanley Nicholson; mother: 
Eunice Milone; stepfather: Earl Mi-
lone; son: Dale Nicholson; sister: 
Mary (Lee) Eaton; and several 
nieces and nephews. 
 
A funeral ceremony will be held at 1 
p.m. on Friday, April 5, 2024, at 
Frank & Bright Funeral Home in 
Flora.  Interment will follow in Red 
Brush Cemetery, Louisville.  A vis-
itation will be held from 11 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. on Friday at the funeral 
home. 
 
Memorial donations are suggested 
to any charity of the donorôs choice, 
and these will be accepted through 
the funeral home.  To share a con-
dolence or memory, visit: 
www.frankandbright.com . 

 
Timothy Allen Young  

Timothy Al-
len Young, 
56, passed 
away March 
25, 2024, at 
his home 
in  Newton, 

KS after an 
11-month 

battle with cancer. 
 
Tim was born on February 26, 
1968, sharing a birthday with his 
mother, in Wichita, KS to Gerald 
and Nancy (Ashlock) Young. 
 
Tim graduated from Newton High 
School in 1986.  He received his as-
sociate in arts at Hutchinson Com-
munity College in 1988.  After re-
ceiving this degree, he attended 
Fort Hays State University.  While 
in  Hays, KS he met his future wife, 
Danelle Metcalf.  The two of them 
married on October 10, 1992, 
in  Hays, KS.  The couple had two 
children: Shelbie and Landon.  The 
addition of their two children com-
pleted their family .  He was an 
amazing father, grandpa, and a lov-
ing supportive husband.  He was al-
ways a good provider for his family,  
always working a "side gig" as he 
called it, in addition to his full -time 
job. 

He received his Bachelor of Science 
at Southwestern College in 1998.  
After the death of his father Gary, 
he felt called to ministry work .  In 
2008 he completed his Master of 
Arts with a major in specialized 
ministry .  He was a member of the 
First United Methodist Church and 
received their support as he went 
on to serve as a licensed local pastor 
for Walton and Buhler UMC from 
2005-2008 in the former Kansas 
West Conference. 
 
He worked at Femco manufactur-
ing in McPherson from 1999-2022 
in Accounting, IT, and as HR Man-
ager.  In 2022 he made a major shift 
in his career by changing employ-
ment to non-profit  at Ember Hope 
in Newton as their HR Manager.  
He worked passionately at this job 
and found it extremely rewarding 
until the end of his life .  Even in his 
last days at home he was still con-
cerned about meetings and things 
that needed to be done. 
 
In his younger years he loved sing-
ing in the Railaires, golfing with his 
dad and fishing.  He was a member 
of the First United Methodist 
Church Praise team as the bass 
player.  He was known for his grill-
ing skills and spent many hours 
grilling up delicious food. Tim 
loved Wichita Thunder hockey 
games, KC Royals, and KC Chiefs.  
He had a passion for bowling and 
had bowled two perfect 300 games 
and an 812 series that he was im-
mensely proud of.  He enjoyed a 
cold Bud Lite and had multiple rec-
ipes for his own home brew.  He 
loved his bird feeders and watching 
the birds.  He was an active mem-
ber of the Sons of the American Le-
gion.  You could find him most Fri-
day nights at the Legion with his 
buds.  Tim was a believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He was not 
pushy but stood solid on his beliefs.  
He enjoyed using his knowledge of 
the bible to prove a point when 
needed. 
His most proud achievement in his 
life were his two children .  He was 
supportive and involved in what-
ever they chose to do.  He coached 
numerous ball teams and judged 
debate tournaments.  He was also a 
KSHAA registered softball umpire 
2018-2022.  It was important to 
him to be firm yet supportive to the 
youth, to teach them to be respect-
ful and to most importantly to have 
fun. 
 
Tim is survived by his wife, 
Danelle; son Landon of Kansas 
City; and daughter Shelbie (hus-
band Patrick White) of Maize; 
grandchildren Heidi and Rowan; 
Mother Nancy Young, Newton; 
brother Mark Young of Wichita 
(wife Michelle); Mother in law 
Donna Metcalf of  Nixa, MO; sister 

in laws Angie Laurin (husband Jeff) 
of Nixa, MO; Pam Normandin 
(husband Ivan) of  Damar, KS; 
many nieces and nephews - Valleri, 
Emily, Nicole, Nathan, Jared, Hay-
ley, Tyler, and 9 great nieces and 
nephews, a supportive extended 
family and some of the best friends 
in the world.  
 
Tim is preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Gerald (Gary) Young, father-
in-law, Danny Metcalf, and nephew 
Matthew Laurin.  
 
Memorial services will be held 
Monday, April 15th at 10am at First 
United Methodist Church,  Newton, 
KS.  A graveside service will follow 
at Restlawn Gardens of Memory. 
In lieu of flowers memorials can be 
made to Newton American Legion 
or First United Methodist 
Church, Newton, KS. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Gordon C. Chults  

Gordon 
ñGordyò C. 
Shults, 62, of 
Groton, passed 
away at home 
on March 30, 
2024. 
 
He was born 

November 2, 1961 in Cortland, son 
of Elizabeth (Tompkins) Conger 
and the late Charles Shults.  A life-
long area resident, Gordy gradu-
ated with the Groton Central 
School Class of 1980 and had been 
employed as a machinist with sev-
eral local companies, and more re-
cently was a general handyman.  He 
tended bar for many years at Post 
800 American Legion in Groton.  
 
He was a longtime member of the 
Carrington -Fuller Post 800 Sons of 
the American Legion (SAL), serving 
many years as their Finance Officer 
and as a member of the Postôs Hon-
ors Team.  He participated in the 
Legionôs Horseshoe and Shot in the 
Dart Leagues. 
 
He is survived by his mother, Eliza-
beth T. ñBettyò Conger, of Groton; 
his brother, Michael Shults (Su-
zette) of Enfield; a son, Curtis 
Shults, of Cortland; grandsons, Kai, 
and Sylas Shults; nephew, Dillon 
Shults (Emma); cousins and ex-
tended family .  Special thanks is ex-
pressed to his faithful caregivers, 
Serena (Adams) Sill and Laura 
(Shults) Riggs. 
 
A Memorial Service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, April 4, 
2024 at the Shurtleff Funeral 
Home, 103 Lincoln Avenue, 
Groton.  There are no prior calling 
hours.  Interment at a later time 
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will be in Willow Glen Cemetery, 
Dryden. 
 
Contributions, in lieu of flowers, 
may be made to the Post 800 Sons 
of the American Legion (SAL), 307 
Main St., Groton, NY 13073, or to 
Hospicare & Palliative Care Ser-
vices, 172 E. King Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. 

 
Jeffrey D. Gydesen  

Booneville ï 
Jeffrey D. 
Gydesen, 64, of 
Denslow Drive, 
passed away on 
Monday, April 1, 
2024, at Upstate 
Medical Center, 
after a short ill-

ness, while surrounded by the lov-
ing care of his family. 
 
Affectionately known as Jeff, he 
was born in Constableville, NY, 
April 24, 1959, a son of Donald C. 
and Carol Zeigler Gydesen.  Jeff 
grew up on East Road, near Boon-
ville and graduated from Adiron-
dack Central School, with The Class 
of 1977.  While growing up and in 
high school he enjoyed playing 
Baseball.  In 1983, Jeff married Ei-
leen Bartelotte, later the couple 
were divorced. 
 
After graduation he was first em-
ployed at Delia Stone Quarry and 
Paving Co., Boonville, before 
twenty-six years of employment as 
a machine operator at the Boonville 
Division of Ethan Allen Furniture 
Company.  When the company 
closed its Boonville plant in 2004, 
Jeff began his employment at Re-
vere Copper & Brass Co. of Rome.  
Later for twelve years, until retiring 
in April, 2023, he was employed as 
a forklift  operator, at Kraft Heinz 
Co. of Lowville. 
 
He was a member of Charles J. 
Love Post Sons of the American Le-
gion, Boonville, and Boonville Elks 
Lodge # 2158.  For many years, Jeff 
was an avid hunter; he loved activ-
ity in the outdoors, including hiking 
and snow shoeing.  He greatly en-
joyed watching the Boonville Snow-
mobile Races and oval dirt track 
races.  He loved spending time at 
the family camp in Brantingham 
and also with his hunting buddies 
on Steam Mill Road. 
 
Jeff is survived by one son and 
daughter in law, Jacob and Erin 
Gydesen, Boonville; one daughter 
and son in law, Sarah and Chad 
Sturtevant, Boonville; a stepson, 
Chris (Beth) Hill, Turin, from a pre-
vious marriage to Linda Hoskins -
Carr and his mother and stepfather, 
Carol and Butch Johnson, Boon-
ville .  He was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Donald C. Gydesen, in 2008.  

Also surviving are his grandchil-
dren; Olivia, Nolan, Logan, Chris-
tina, Nichole, Alexis, Aleigha, and 
Adalyn; one sister and brother in 
law, Lorrie (Dan) Czeipel, Boon-
ville; one brother and sister in law, 
Michael and Debby Gydesen, Boon-
ville; nieces and nephews, Todd 
(Melanie) Czepiel and Brett (Ash-
lynne) Czepiel, Josh and Kaylee 
Gydesen and Tonia Duncan, his 
special friend, Tina Zehr and by his 
favorite canine companion, ñMar-
ley.ò 
 
Jeffôs family extends a sincere 
thank you to the staff at Upstate 
University Hospital for all their 
kindness and compassion. 
 
His Funeral will be on Wednesday, 
April 10, 2024, at 10:00 A.M. at 
Trainor Funeral Home, Inc. 143 
Schuyler St. Boonville, where call-
ing hours are Tuesday, April 9, 
from 1-4 & 6-8 P.M. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 100 Lo-
mond Court, Utica, New York 
13502, or to the Alzheimerôs Asso-
ciation of Central NY, 441 West 
Kirkpatrick Street, Syracuse, NY 
13204. 

 
Henry ñHank ò Kerr Jr.  

Henry C. Kerr, 
Jr, ñHank,ò of 
Niantic passed 
away peacefully 
on April 3, 2024 .  
He was born Au-
gust 2, 1938 in 
Bridgeport,  the 
son of the late 

Henry C. Kerr, Sr., and Lena 
(Doyle) Kerr Gardner .  Hank grew 
up in Waterford and graduated 
from New London High School 
Class of 1957.  He worked for 30 
years at the Niantic Post Office, re-
tiring in 1992 .  He then spent 10 
years working for the State of CT as 
a Judicial Marshal in the New Lon-
don Courthouse.  More recently he 
worked as an aide for the Curtin 
Livery Company finally retiring in 
2021. 
 
Hank was a member of the National 
Guard from 1956 to 1959.  He was a 
member of the Niantic Sportsman 
Club, the Old Lyme Fire Depart-
ment, and Sons of the American Le-
gion, Niantic Legion Post 128.  He 
enjoyed skeet shooting, hunting, 
golfing, and so important was 
spending time with his nine grand-
children attending all their activi-
ties and sporting events.  He and 
his wife, Carole, made yearly trips 
to their special place in Ogunquit, 
Maine.  They enjoyed seeing much 
of the US, a trip to Italy, and his life-
long dream trips to Ireland and 
Scotland. 
 
In July 1965 he married Judith 

Tooker, and they raised their three 
children in Old Lyme Connecticut .  
Hank married Carole Burdick 
Ginther on November 22, 1997 and 
they were blessed with a wonderful, 
blended family .  In addition to his 
wife, Hank is survived by his son, 
Christopher Kerr (Wendy) and his 
two daughters, Margaret (Peggy) 
Ames, husband Allen, their chil-
dren, Patrick (Caitlyn), Grace, 
Charles, and his great granddaugh-
ter, Violet Ames, and Denise TK 
Ogden, husband Christopher, their 
children, Peyton, and Sydney, all of 
Old Lyme.  He is also survived by 
his stepdaughter, Lisa Boardman, 
husband Sean, children Emily and 
Zachary, of Westbrook, and his 
stepson Gregory Ginther (de-
ceased), wife Tiffany, their children 
Carter and Oliver, of East Lyme.  
He is also survived by two brothers, 
William Kerr, wife Penny, of East 
Lyme, and Raymond Gardner, wife 
Elaine, of Waterford and many 
nieces and nephews, and lifelong  
friend Joel Riley .  He was prede-
ceased by his brother Franklin 
Gardner, his stepsister Nancy 
Crandall, his stepson, Gregory 
Ginther, and his very dear lifelong 
friends, Charles Peterson and Wil-
liam Cavanaugh who was like a 
brother to Hank.  
 
A Memorial service will be held at 
12:00p.m. on April 13, 2024 at 
Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral 
Home 48 Grand Street, Niantic .  
Calling hours will be held from 
10:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. prior to the 
Memorial service.  Burial service at 
Union Cemetery in Niantic will fol-
low. 
 
In Lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made in his memory to the Smilow 
Cancer Center 35 Park Street New 
Haven, CT 06519.  Please visit 
www.neilanfuneralhome.com  to 
leave the family an online condo-
lence. 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Kenneth Straw Obituary  

Kenneth L. 
Straw, 69, of 

Pennellville, 
passed away De-
cember 11th, 
2021. Kenneth 
was a retired 
member of the 
US Coast Guard 

auxiliary flotilla 21. Was also a 
member of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion 787 and the American 
Legion Riders. Surviving: Kathleen, 
his wife, Gerald (brother), Andrew 
(son), Erin Salvetti (daughter), two 
grandsons, Brian and Josh Salvetti. 
 
Celebration of life will be held 2:00 
Saturday, July 30th, 2022 at Gates 
Funeral Home, Baldwinsville, New 

York. Please leave Memories and 
Condolences on syracuse. com/ob-
it s. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://flackbroadcasting.com/obituaries/jeffrey-d-gydesen
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/maine/ogunquit
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/maine/ogunquit
http://www.neilanfuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206694322&pn=henry-kerr&affiliateId=4359&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
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Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

 
Daniel J. Seehafer, National Commander 
The American Legion 

 

 
 

 
Sgt. Matthew Councill, a member of the 45th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team assigned to the Joint Multinational Training 
Group - Ukraine, listens as a Ukrainian soldier gives his team a 
mission brief before conducting section attack training at a 
Ukrainian base near Zhytomyr, Ukraine.  

 

The technicalities and  
realities of alliances  

Alan W. Dowd | April 3, 2024  

 
Who are Americaôs allies?  Is Israel an ally?  Is Tai-
wan?  Is Ukraine ?  For that matter, what exactly is 
an ally?  The answer to these questions isnôt as clear-
cut or obvious as we might think ï a reality brought 

to light during the months -long debate over mili-
tary aid for Israel, Taiwan and Ukraine.  
 
Necessity  ñAllyò has always been a thorny word for 
Americans.  After all, a wariness of alliances seems 
to be part of our DNA. 
 
ñIt is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alli-
ances with any portion of the foreign world,ò Presi-
dent George Washington declared, cautioning 
against ñforeign alliances, attachments and in-
trigues.ò 
 
President Thomas Jefferson echoed Washington by 
calling for ñpeace, commerce and honest friendship 
with all nations, entangling alliances with none.ò 
 
Thereôs more, though, to the story than what Wash-
ington and Jefferson said about alliances. 
 
America pursued alliances from the very beginning.  
Many Americans forget that Benjamin Franklin 
traveled to Paris in 1776 to negotiate and ultimately 
secure an alliance with France.  Between 1778 and 
1782, as a State Department history details, France 
ñprovided supplies, arms and ammunition é troops 
and naval support é transported reinforcements, 
fought off a British fleet, and protected Washing-
tonôs forces in Virginia.ò 
 
In short, France ï Americaôs oldest ally ï helped 
Gen. Washingtonôs army defeat the British. 
 
Although Jefferson, as president, spoke out against 
alliances, many Americans forget that Jefferson, as 
minister to France, proposed a U.S.-European alli-
ance to fight piracy.  
 
These anecdotes from history highlight a larger 
truth: Allies help America do things America cannot 
do alone.  As Gen. James Mattis puts it, ñThe 
strength of our nation is inextricably linked to the 
strength of our unique and comprehensive system of 
alliances é While the U.S. remains the indispensable 
nation in the free world, we cannot protect our inter-
ests or serve that role effectively without maintain-
ing strong alliances.ò 
 
Of course, it took some time for American leaders to 
openly admit that .  Heeding the words of Washing-
ton and Jefferson, President Woodrow Wilson in-
sisted during World War I that the United States 
maintain its independence as an ñassociatedò power, 
by bluntly, jarringly,  and quite undiplomatically de-
claring, ñWe have no allies.ò Yet the United States 

https://apnews.com/article/congress-ukraine-aid-israel-taiwan-5cc94d69691ed8f26d6e4ff614cf12fc
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/senate-vote-aid-bill-israel-taiwan-ukraine/story?id=107174930
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075156/-1/-1/1/LETTER-FROM-SECRETARY-JAMES-N-MATTIS.PDF
https://www.legion.org/donate


 21  |                                      | Round-Up 

was functionally, if not formally, an ally of France 
and Britain during the war.  
 
This alliance in all but name did not survive beyond 
the war, however, and the United States retreated 
behind the false security of the oceans. 
 
Then, in January 1942, just weeks after Japanôs sur-
prise attack on an isolated outpost of an isolated 
America, President Franklin Roosevelt organized a 
26-nation alliance to wage ña common struggleò 
against the Axis Powers. 
 
After the Second World War was won ï and in hopes 
of preventing a third ï the United States forged an 
interconnected web of alliances spanning the globe: 
NATO, SEATO, ANZUS, the Rio Pact, bilateral trea-
ties with the Philippines, Japan, Taiwan, and South 
Korea.  As President John Kennedy explained, ñWe 
put ourselves, by our own will and by necessity, into 
defensive alliances with countries all around the 
globe.ò 
 
Speaking of the world wars and the postwar for-
mation of NATO, the persnickety among us will 
point out that ñAlliesò with a capital ñaò can have spe-
cific and precise meanings: ñAlliesò can refer to the 
World War II Allied Powers ï led by the United 
States, Britain and Soviet Union ï and even to the 
Allied Entente of  World War I  -- led by Britain, 
France and Russia. ñAlliesò can also refer to mem-
bers of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization .  
NATO communications , materials and docu-
ments always capitalize ñAlliesò when discussing 
members of the alliance, which grew to 32 na-
tions last month.  
 
Technicality  That brings us back to the present ï 
and back to whether Israel, Taiwan and Ukraine are 
Americaôs allies. 
 
In one sense ï in a very technical sense ï Israel, Tai-
wan and Ukraine are not allies of the United States.  
ñAllyò is defined by statute as ñany nation with which 
the United States is engaged in a common military 
effort or with which the United States has entered 
into a common defensive military alliance.ò 
 
The United States is technically not engaged in a 
common military effort with these nations and is 
definitely not in a defensive military alliance or mu-
tual-defense treaty with these nations. 
 
The absence of a defense treaty is surprising in the 
case of Israel, given how closely the United States 
and Israel collaborate on weapons development and 

weapons sharing, missile defense, basing, train-
ing, counterterrorism , intelligence operations, 
and cyber operations. Defense experts and pol-
icy analysts in both  countries have suggested codi-
fying what already exists in practice and hammering 
out a formal U.S.-Israel defense treaty. Itôs worth 
noting that Israel has been designated as a ñmajor 
non-NATO ally,ò though that does not constitute a 
treaty alliance.  Moreover, that group of countries 
also includes several that, unlike Israel, donôt share 
Americaôs values and only situationally align with 
Americaôs interests ï countries such as Egypt, Jor-
dan, Kuwait, Morocco, Pakistan, Qatar, and Tunisia. 
The absence of a defense treaty is increasingly wor-
risome in the case of Taiwan, which is under con-
stant threat from Peopleôs Republic of China (PRC) 
warplanes and warships, PRC ultimatums, and PRC 
threats to annex the island democracy by force.  If 
Beijing takes that step, no one knows for sure how 
America would respond. 
 
Under a policy dubbed ñstrategic ambiguity,ò as out-
lined in the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), the United 
States declares, vaguely, that ñany effort to deter-
mine the future of Taiwan by other than peaceful 
meansò would be a ñgrave concernò and promises, 
vaguely, to provide Taiwan ñarms of a defensive 
character.ò Thereôs nothing in these lawyerly words 
that guarantees Taiwanôs security or obliges the 
United States to come to Taiwanôs defense.  It wasnôt 
always this way.  The United States and Taiwan were 
formal  allies, bound by a mutual-defense treaty, be-
tween 1955 and 1979. Mirroring similar treaties with 
Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Australia and 
the transatlantic community, the U.S. -Taiwan treaty 
declared that ñan armed attack in the West Pacific 
area directed against the territories of either of the 
partiesò would oblige the parties to ñact to meet the 
common danger.ò The clarity of that treaty was re-
placed by the ambiguity of the TRA.  
 
Finally, the absence of a mutual-defense treaty with 
Ukraine is a source of contention and consternation.  
Recognizing that the only guarantor of security in 
Europe is the NATO alliance, President George W. 
Bush led a bloc within NATO in March 2008 pushing 
to bring Ukraine (and Georgia) under the NATO um-
brella.  France and Germany opposed that effort.  
And since NATO operates by consensus, Ukraine 
and Georgia were left on the outside looking in.  
Some observers view that decision as a bullet dodged 
for NATO.  But others point to that decision as an 
opportunity missed ï and a green light for Vladimir 
Putin .  After all, Putin invaded Georgia in August 
2008 and then Ukraine in February 2014 (and again 
in February 2022) .  Thereôs no mystery as to why 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ally
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_222329.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/declassified_139339.htm
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_223448.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_223448.htm
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/20/61.4
https://english.mod.gov.il/About/Innovative_Strength/Pages/IMDO_Israel_Missile_Defense_Organization.aspx
https://www.axios.com/2023/11/29/us-weapons-provided-israel-aircraft-missiles-bombs
https://embassies.gov.il/washington/Obama_in_Israel/Pages/US-Israel-Missile-Defense-Cooperation.aspx
https://theintercept.com/2023/10/27/secret-military-base-israel-gaza-site-512/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/usaf-israeli-f-35s-train-together/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/usaf-israeli-f-35s-train-together/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-and-mossad-killed-senior-hezbollah-figure-in-car-bombing/2015/01/30/ebb88682-968a-11e4-8005-1924ede3e54a_story.html
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/u-s-israel-intelligence-collaboration
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/stuxnet-was-work-of-us-and-israeli-experts-officials-say/2012/06/01/gJQAlnEy6U_story.html
https://jinsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/JINSA-MDP-Report.pdf
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-760079
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/12/20/united-states-israel-allies-formal-defense-treaty-trump-netanyahu/
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/special-message-the-congress-regarding-united-states-policy-for-the-defense-formosa
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/chin001.asp
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1977-80v13/d171
https://www.spiegel.de/international/world/nato-expansion-defeat-france-and-germany-thwart-bush-s-plans-a-545078.html
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Putin has moved against Georgia and Ukraine yet 
kept his hands off the Baltics and Poland.  He covets 
all of these territories .  But the Balts and Poland are 
NATO members; Ukraine and Georgia are not.  And 
so, rather than deterring a war of aggression as a 
NATO member, Ukraine has been forced to wage a 
war of self-defense as a NATO aspirant. 
 
Reality  Yet with all that said, with the specificity of 
the letter of the law as a backdrop, itôs telling that the 
men and women who write the law ï senators and 
representatives ï routinely talk about ñour allies in 
Ukraine,ò ñour allies in Taiwan,ò ñour Israeli  allies,ò 
ñsupport  of our allies in Israel,ò and ñproviding  sup-
port for our allies ï specifically right now: Ukraine, 
Israel and Taiwan.ò 
 
The same goes for executive branch officials ï pres-
idents, ambassadors, Pentagon administrators and 
top White House aides ï who talk  about the need ñto 
support our allies in Ukraine,ò who describe ñthe ro-
bust relationship that exists between the United 
States and our allies in Israel,ò who express support 
ñfor our allies in Israel,ò who argue that ñstanding by 
our allies in Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan is a moral 
imperative,ò who rally  support for ñUkraine é our 
friend and democratic ally.ò 
 
Those words ï and Americaôs sometimes-fitful ac-
tions in support of Israel, Ukraine,  and Taiwan ï un-
derscore that not every ally has entered into a formal 
defense treaty with the United States.  Nations ñen-
gaged in a common military effort,ò as the statute 
acknowledges, also could be considered allies.  In 
fact, some of those nations live up to the title ñallyò 
far better than nations that enjoy the protection and 
benefits of a mutual-defense alliance with the United 
States, as Americans are reminded 
from  time to time. 
 
Russia, Iran, China, and their proxies are Americaôs 
main adversaries.  Thankfully, U.S. troops arenôt en-
gaging Russian mercenaries and soldiers in the mud 
of eastern Ukraine, or conducting counterterror 
raids in the hellscape of Gaza, or manning the air and 
coastal defenses of Taiwan.  But Ukrainian, Israeli,  
and Taiwanese troops are undeniably confronting 
these enemies ï our common enemies.  As such, they 
are ñengaged in a common military effortò with the 
United States.  The more successful they are, the less 
likely it is that U.S. troops will have to fight those en-
emies directly.  And thatôs why arming and help-
ing these nations ï whether we label them Allies, al-
lies, associated powers, friends, security partners or 
all of the above ï is in the national interest.  
  

https://www.kxxv.com/news/in-depth/in-depth-leaders-from-texas-speak-out-after-russias-attack-on-ukraine
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/dem/release/chair-cardin-speaks-in-support-of-ukraine-urges-passage-of-national-security-supplemental
https://lucas.house.gov/posts/lucas-bill-to-hold-china-accountable-passes
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sen-cruz-delivers-address-on-war-in-israel
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/video-capito-stands-in-support-of-israel-calls-out-bidens-weakness-in-middle-east
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/video-capito-stands-in-support-of-israel-calls-out-bidens-weakness-in-middle-east
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/11/trump-envoy-blocks-ex-palestinian-pm-from-un-job-to-support-israel
https://www.ausa.org/news/ukraine-lessons-inform-army-capabilities-development
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https://cw39.com/news/nationworld/russia-and-ukraine-conflict/former-president-bush-on-russia-and-ukraine-conflict/
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-beijing-u-s-news-alex-azar-international-news-5af2dab4fd701e38918b7ff85889b058
https://www.army.mil/article/15056/ukrainians_complete_mission_in_iraq
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https://www.upi.com/Archives/1986/04/15/France-which-refused-to-allow-US-warplanes-to-cross/9898513925200/
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https://www.reuters.com/world/us/what-is-us-congress-9534-billion-security-aid-bill-2024-02-12/
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April Events at the NVMM  
 
This April, join us as we celebrate the Month of the 
Military Child .  Witness inspiring events including 
the Great North American Eclipse with viewing and 
events on the NVMM Rooftop, get creative at 
our Paint and Sip class with Kristin Cronic, and 
delve into the heroic adventures of the brave men 
who piloted  B-17s and B-24s during World War II . 
 

 

 
Solar Eclipse Day on the Rooftop  

Monday, April 8  
Witness the awe-inspiring Great North American 
Eclipse from the NVMM rooftop !  In partnership 
with the NASA Solar System Ambassadors program, 
we will have hands-on learning activities throughout 
the Museum between the hours of 10 a.m. ï 5 p.m. 
 

REGISTER 

https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xNDA1XzE3Nzc4XzcxMjE&l=a0f848be-67e8-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Lookingahead%3AApril2024&utm_content=version_A&promo=
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https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xNDA1XzE3Nzc4XzcxMjE&l=a2f848be-67e8-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Lookingahead%3AApril2024&utm_content=version_A&promo=
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https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xNDA1XzE3Nzc4XzcxMjE&l=a0f848be-67e8-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Lookingahead%3AApril2024&utm_content=version_A&promo=
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Paint and Sip with Kristin Cronic  

Thursday, April 11   |   6 p.m.  
 
Paint and sip an adult beverage with friends as Kris-
tin Cronic, U.S. Navy Veteran, and artist, provides 
instruction .  Participants will draw inspiration from 
our current exhibition,  Lost Man Blues, in which 
Jon Schueler, esteemed artist and WWII B-17 navi-
gator, captured the clouds and skies of Europe.  Ages 
18+ 

REGISTER 
 

 
Army Air Forces Heavy Bombers  

and Winning World War II  
Thursday, April 25   |   6:30 p.m.  

Take a journey back in time and dive into the heroic 
tales of the fearless men who flew the B-17s and B-
24s during World War II. Join us as we unravel the 
untold stories of the United States Army Air Forcesô 
strategic bombing campaign with historians and cu-
rators of the National Museum of the United States 
Air Force (NMUSAF) and the Air Force Research La-
boratory (AFRL) History Office.   
 

REGISTER 
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