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In a busy month, don’t lose sight of our goals April - 2024

Hello again, American Legion Family,

As we get going in April, we are excited to get spring underway. Let’'s remember that April is Children
& Youth Month and we need to make sure we are working and supporting our youth programs. Many
of our youth are gearing up for the Oratorical Contest, Junior Shooting, American Legion Baseball
and Boys and Girls State. We need to support all those involved in these programs. | feel every
participant is indeed a winner. So get out to watch these events and show our future we care about
them today.

April is also a busy month as most are headed into the last days of our year for reports. Let’s run to
the finish line and cross it going hard. Then make sure you fill out the reports and get them all turned
in. The work we all do is great, let’s finish the job by reporting so the numbers continue to work for the
Legion Family.

As April starts off, | have heard of many post families planning for American Legion Family Day, April
27. That is exciting. | look forward to hearing all the stories and seeing pictures on Legiontown and
social media; make sure you share your post story.

Thanks to all the squadrons that have completed the National Commander’s Four Pillars Challenge
and filled out the paperwork. | have been fortunate enough to be able to hand out some of the
certificates to squadrons that have completed the challenge in my travels. It's not too late for any
squadron to complete the challenge and get the paperwork turned in. Thank you all for supporting the
Four Pillars.

Please remember our veterans and active military, and prepare yourself to always BEEUNE

Never forget your why, and always represent your why.

God Bless The USA,

-~ J/f’_f_/
/el 77 L 4

e " pn &
Donald L. "JR" Hall, Jr.
National Commander
Sons of The American Legion
“ Representing More Than Me ”’
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Round-Up is a publication designed to disseminate information related to
Sons of The American Legion and the American Legion Family and is pub-
lished weekly and distributed each Sunday.

Round-Up is a collection of information procured from various resources to
stay better informed on happenings within The American Legion Family, and
of other related topics of interest, and makes no claims or guarantees about
the accuracy or currency of the contents of this publication, and expressly
disclaims liability for errors and omissions.

SUBMITTING ARTICLES: All submissions are to be made electronically
to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. If you need assistance, please send an email to
same.

All information must be submitted by noon each Friday.

PNVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

Rusty Myers, Contributor
Lou Michaels, Contributor

eff Vrabel Jr., Contributor
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Donald “JR” Hall, Jr.

National Commander

Representing More Than Me,

Donald L. A J R0 JH,aN&atibnal Commander
Sons of The American Legion
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Remembering the
Greatest Generation

Lou Conter, last survivor of USS Arizona
from Pearl Harbor attack, dies at 102

HONOLULU (AP) & Lou Conter, the last living survi-
vor of the USS Arizona battleship that exploded and
sank during the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor,
has died. He was 102.

Conter passed away on Monday at his home in Grass
Valley, California, following congestive heart failure,
his daughter, Louann Daley said, adding she was be-
side him along with two of her brothers, James, and
Jeff.

The Arizona lost 1,177 sailors and Marines in the 1941
attack that launched the United States into World War
1. The battleshipés
those killed in the attack.

Conter was a quartermaster, standing on the main
deck of the Arizona as Japanese planes flew overhead
at 7:55 a.m. on Dec. 7 that year Sailors were just be-
ginning to hoist colors or raise the flag when the as-
sault began.
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Conter re-
called how
one bomb
penetrated
steel decks
13 minutes
into the
battle and

E set off more
than 1 million pounds (450,000 kilograms) of gun-
powder stored below.

The explosion lifted the battleship 30 to 40 feet (9 to
12meters) out of the water, he said during a 2008 oral
history interview stored at the Library of Congress.
Everything was on fire from the mainmast forward, he
said.

AGuys were running out of
over the side8SOQiol
burning. 0o

Hi s autobiography fAaThe

how he joined other survivors in tending to the in-

jured, many of them blinded and badly burned . The
sailors only abandoned ship when their senior surviv-
ing officer was sure they had rescued all those still
alive.

The rusting wreckage of the Arizona still lies where it
sank. More than 900 sailors and Marines remain en-
tombed inside. Only 335 Arizona crew members sur-
vived.

Conter went to flight school after Pearl Harbor, earn-
ing his wings to fly PBY patrol bombers, which the
Navy used to look for submarines and bomb enemy
targets. He flew 200 combat missions in the Pacific
with a ABlack Catso
bombing at night in planes painted black.

In 1943, he and his crew where shot down in waters
near New Guinea and had to avoid sharks A sailor
expressed doubt they would survive, to which Conter
replied, Aibal oney. 0
ADondét ever pan.Swrviveis tha firsy
thing you tell them. Don 6t panic or

said. They were quiet and treaded water until another
plane came hours later and dropped them a lifeboat.

In the | ate 1950s, he
officer & an acronym for survival, evasion, resistance,
and escape He spent the next decade training Navy
pilots and crew on how

wa s

t o

in the jungle and captured as a prisoner of war. Some
of his pupils used his lessons as POWs in Vietnam.

Conter retired in 1967 after 28 years in the Navy.

Conter was born in Ojibwa, Wisconsin, on Sept. 13,
1921 His family later moved to Colorado where he
walked five miles (eight kilometers) one way to school
outside Denver.

He enlisted in the Navy after he turned 18, getting $17
a month and a hammock for his bunk at boot camp.

Conter had been getting weaker and weaker in recent
months and was hospitalized for 10 days in February,
his daughter said. He had been in hospice since re-
turning home.

He okl hi$ family he domed thént, thanked theémofor j u mj

Calnt e o v s beidhlvigh hisy aral taking sare of him at home.

ildm glad hkedm gtageheeldi di

L o knovowhenthetransitt®hed ovgr,the hadeso manynpecs

ple there waiting for him 7 his wife Val, who he loved
dearly, 0 Daley said.

Conter is also survived by another son, Tony, and a
stepson Ron Fudge, and many grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. Funeral ar-
rangements were pending. The family plans to bury
him in Grass Valley, next to his late wife Valerie, who
died in 2016 after they had been married for 45 years.

Wi th Conterodds deat h, t here
Pearl Harbor attack still living, according to Kathleen
Farley, the California state chair of the Sons and
Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors. About 87,000
military personnel were on Oahu on Dec. 7, according

s g u a d to@mough astimate bompiled rbyl noilicaty distoriah iJ.v e

Michael Wenger.

In his later years, Conter became a fixture at annual
remembrance ceremonies in Pearl Harbor that the
Navy and the National Park Service jointly hosted on
the anniversaries of the 1941 attack When he lacked
the strength to attend in person, he recorded video

smessagest for those who gathered and watched re-
y raotefy froen higl romedin Galifomia.

In 2019, when he was 98, he said he liked going to re-
member those who lost their lives.

made the Navyds first SERE
iltés always good to come
them and give them the top
hesadvi ve i f theydre shot dov
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Though many treated the shrinking group of Pearl participating in presentations that many had never
Harbor survivors as heroes, Conter refused thelabel. seen before. We learned abut things within our or-
ganization, as well as things that we can usenot only
AThe 2,403 men thatAnd ewe @t The Familyhbatrincoer slay -to-day lives, work,
got to honor them ahead of everybody else An d | éandother organizations that we may belong to.
said that every ti me, and | think it should be stress
Conter told The Associated Press in a 2022 interview  This year® attendeesand presenters included:
at his California home.
Todd Bidlack (OH)
Anna J. Buss SAL NVC Robert Bristo (MN)
Anna J. Buss, formerly of Adam Budner (OH)
Upper Arlington, Ohio, Kimm Bunch (OH)
passed away peacefully TAL ANEC Ron Chapman (OH)
during the night of March Chris Hoeffel (OH) Presenter
22, 2024, in her nursing fa- William Hollis (IL)
cility in Summerville, SC. Mary Ellin Hollis (IL)
She was 101 years old. Steve Honigfort (OH)
Mike Kennedy (OH)
Anna spent her entire life Bernie Kessler (OH)
serving others. For 25 Wayne Madson (IL)
years, she was a military  Ryan Maker (OH)
wife married to the late TAL NEC Steve Masowick (OH)
LTC John Buss She was Lou Michaels (MN)
active in serving soldiers, dependents, and veterans. TAL 2VC Stan Oren (OH)
Anna herself, was a US Navy veteran who served asa PNC Joseph Paviglianti (NY) Presenter
nurse in the final days of WWII. Butch Ray (IL) Presenter
TAL Adj. JD Robinson (OH) Presenter
When she settled in Upper Arlington in 1967, she be- Mindy Rue (OH) Presenter

gan volunteer charity work at the Riverside Method- TAL Dept. Commander Jason Rue (OH)
ist Church and Riverside Methodist Hospital . See  Jeff Scott (National FBI Academy) Presenter
volunteered as an election poll worker in Franklin TAL NVC Mark Schreve (GA) Special Quest

County for decades See was a member of the East-  Phil Stander (IL)

ern Star for 81 years, an organization known for their Buster Sutterlin (OH)

charitable and civic works. She helped numerous Deb Sutterlin (OH)

charities in Ohio including food pantries and veter- Bill Towns (OH)

an's groups. Jeff Trout (IL)
Jeff Van Horn (IL)

Anna was a devout Godfearing woman of boundless  Michael Vozer (IL)

faith. Jeff Vrabel Jr. (OH) Presenter
David Vulcan (MN)

Anna is survived by her son Terry, her grandchildren John Weiss (MN)

Abigail and Nathaniel, and her four great grandchil- TAL Dept. 1VC AJ Whatley(OH)
dren Isabelle, James, Conley, and Wilson.

Arrangements are being handled by Carolina Memo- CRE24 sponsors were:

rial Funerals & Cremation, 7113 Rivers Ave., North

Charleston, SC 29406. American Legion Department of Ohio

Detachment of lllinois

- Detachment of Ohio

From the Edltor Detachment of Minnesota

Don Gentile Squadron 532

Don Gentile Post 532

Hello everyone! Embassy Suites Columbus Airport
Mahoning Valley (OH) Squadron 15

This past weekend marked the Second Annual Central ~ Mary Vrabel, Redtor ®

Regin Extravaganza. This yea event sawattendees  V.A.T. Incorporated

and presenters spend Saturday, April 6, 2023
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Due to the generosity of these sponsors, there has not
been a participation fee for any attendees since the in-
ception of CRE. Hopefully, we will expand our spon-
sorship and can continue to provide a quality event for
those interested.

Spedal thanks also goes out to Southway Post 144 in
Columbus for a great time on Friday.

Therewill be CRE25 in Columbus next year. Dates are
being reviewed to try to eliminate as many conflicts as
possible so more members of The Family can attend.

And just because it% called Central Region Extrava-
ganzad o e snmeantyou have to be a central region
member to attend. All members of the American Le-

gion Family from across the country and around the
world are invited and encouraged to attend.

Thank you to everyone who presented, attended, and
sponsored. You do not know how much it means to
me to have you be part of this event. | look forward to
doing it again!

Thanks for your continued support!

Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible

RENEW TODAY!

Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

click a button below for more information

EMBLEM
DONATE SALES

VRABEL

Tk Yow!

Robert L. Bristo

Central National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Second Wednesday Quarterly
September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802

Hey, Central Region , PLAY BALL!
fYesterday's Home Runs don't win today's
games .0 - Babe Ruth

As we all get ready to watch and celebratgiAmerica's
Official Sport.d (I'm not really a fan, but go CUBS!),
we can certainly understand what Babe Ruth was say-
ing. Just because we have had successés the past;
it does not guarantee the same results today! We need
to continue to work or membership to get these last
few precious percentage points not just to reach our
goal, but most importantly to continue the work we do
for our veterans.

Babe Ruth also said...fEvery strike brings me
closer to the next Home Run! 0

My fellow members, we need to keep swing-

ing! Aim for the fence as we continue our game of
membership! Talent has gotten us out on the field of
play, but it's attitude and effort that will keep us
here! Progress always involves risk. You cannot
steal second base while keeping your foot on

first!

Here are this week's numbers...

The Central Region improved our batting average by
gaining 1.41%! Way to Play the Game Central
Region! The Southeast Region is on home plate a full
2.70% ahead of us with the Northeast Region on
third base with only a .39% lead over the Central Re-
gion. The Midwest region is on first base but only
.84% behind us and the West Region is still in the dug-
out trailing 1.70 behind.

The Detachment of Minnesota hit a home run with a
1.70% jump. This was followed by two triples by Illi-

nois (1.57%) and Ohio (1.51%).The detachments of
Indiana and Michigan hit doubles by adding 1.43%

51
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and 1.34% respectfully. Kentucky managed a base hit
by adding .71% with grounders being provided by Wis-
consin (.59%) and West Virginia (.46%).

The Central Region only needs 9,858 members

for a Grand Slam! Come on Central Region, now is
the time to rally the team and finish this best of five
regional games and come out as a Serie€HAM-
PION!

Ken Griffey, Jr. said... fiTo succeed in Baseball, as

in life; you must make adjustments! 0 So Cen-
tral Region it is time to show anyone that said we
can't, that all we have to do is tell them AWATCH
ME! 0
Al 0m t hero@ME,e t he

For the Commander,i Bel i eve and

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman

John R. Cook

Northeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode: 469 153

James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting

(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

Whatdés up Westside?

ONE, BE

Keep up the great work you do and keep the momen-
tum going, we are super closeto taking over fourth
place.

This is a reminder to you all that the 2025 SAL Mem-
bership Card cut-off date is May 15, 2024, which is
also the 100% Target Date The IT Production team
will run the 2025 SAL Membership Cards extract on
or around May 18, 2024. Please transmit your SAL
membership by the May 15, 2024, cutoff date to en-
sure that your member sbo
rectly reflect their continuous years.

The Westside report. We improved by .80% currently
at 89.69% total from last report . We are now 3" in the
nation and right behind Midwest Region by 1.04%.
Our next goal is to be at 90% by 4/10/24. Amazing

S u ¢ job Hawaii at 109.17%, Latin America at 109.09%,

Idaho at 98.79%, New Mexico at 95.89%, Arizona at

94.75%, Oregon at 94.33% and Washington at
90.72%. Coming on strong is Wyoming at 88.62%,

Alaska at 87.99%, Colorado at 85.69%, California at
85.69%, Montana at 83.68%, Utah at 83.48%, Nevada
at 72.61% and Philippines at 56.96% Keep on going,
and the chances are that you will stumble on some-
thing, perhaps when you are least expecting it | never

heard of anyone ever stumbling on something sitting

down. Thanks again for everything you do for this

great organization.

Thanks again for everything you do for this great or-
ganization.

For God and Country,

Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman

Terry A. Harris

Midwest National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Fourth Wednesday Quarterly
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685

Success is like dightning bolt. 1 t 61 | strike you when
you least expect it, and you just have to keep the mo-
mentum going. You have to strike when the iron is
hot, and we are getting hot on our way to the top!
S 6 | BETEONE | Round Up



https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
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Linwood A. Moore

Southeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 6, 2024 | June 5, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

If youd6re a veteran in crisis
Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support Dial 988
then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chator text
838255.

o v - e
Legion backs legislation aimed at
reducing veterans suicide
The American Legion | April 4, 2024

The American Legion issued a letter of support this
week to Rep. Andrew Garbarino, R-N.Y., for his work
on behalf of H.R. 5633, Veteran Suicide Prevention
Act.

The legislation would mandate the examination and
disclosure of vital information regarding opioids, psy-
chotropic medications, and other relevant factors in
veteran suicide cases It would require the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to include data on com-
bat experience, traumatic brain injury, post -traumatic
stress disorder, and military sexual trauma in its an-
nualreport. i Thi s bi I |
a more thorough understanding of the complex

interplay between trauma and suicide risk among vet-
erans, 0 American Legion
Seehafer wrote.

Additionally, the bill recognizes the unique vulnera-
bilities of certain veteran populations such as women,
American Indian/Alaska Native, transitioning, and
younger veterans, by requiring the inclusion of demo-
graphic information in the VA's suicide prevent ion re-
port. AiBy acknowl edging and
needs of these underserved groups, this bill under-
scores our commitment to ensuring that no veteran is
left behind in our efforts to prevent suicide and pro-
mote mental healthandwell-b ei ng, 0 Seeh
The American Legionds pri
the number of veteran suicides. It supports this legis-
lation through numerous resolutions, including No.
20, Suicide Prevention Program, approved in 2018.

o

[HE ONE

birds President Nathan Costa.

Clay Lomneth / The American Legion

A personal Be the One mission
Henry Howard | April 1, 2024

Editorés not e: This story
suicide and may be upsetting to some. If you are in
crisis or having suicidal ideation, immediately call

988 and press 1 (if a veteran) to talk anonymously
with someone who can help.

For Drew Paj ak,
mission is personal.

T h Be thiferdee i

After his service in the Navy, Pajak worked in law en-
forcement for 20 years, retiring in 2008 . That took its
toll.

il have seen the absolute
his time on the force. i | have seen thi
people, from Iittle kids

repr esent aporfanybddy atahdccidentseshootings whingsdike

that . o

"
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Pajak was entrenched in a dark place He had quit a couple of years ago, yesYou gotta have someone to

taking his medications. i | didnét want tabkbtoadoound

anybody,.0hlhg ussai dchdtbtalgwitpbre op | e

drew. | stopped going to Legion functions. | didhdtbhs personal for Jodi e, t

wantto beinvolvedinanyt hi ng. o Committeeman for the Department of Massachusetts.
ifVeterans suicide is a canc

One night, he had had enough He was ready to put said. " There are way too many
his truck Aint o .aldidnowvgave a o many pragmmsdo helpavetdrans and their families, to
damn anymore. o0 help combat these needs and feelings that these veter-

ans develop in their military careers and come across
Pajak was in crisis. As he was driving, a former De-  as they try to transition out of service and back to ci-

partment of Massachusetts commander happened to  vilian life. You canét just flip a

cal |, which all owed Paj ak stiuaured to lnstaictured e Yoe haye th havegsomie h a t

was bugging me. 0 help. After a few years, you f
With this program we hope that they see us and seek

The timely intervention gave him a moment to pro- us out . o

cess, begin to emerge from crisis and an opportunity
to call 988. After speaking with a counselor as he  The Pajaks are leading awareness efforts in their com-

drove, Drew returned home and opened up to his wife, munity of Springfield, Mass
Jodie. iThe things that [ haveadeemavorrt ithleetyseatres ,t He n
woul dnoét wi s h upon anyb o dames since c1936 dhepadmens of iMadsathsetts
homi ci des, 0 he said. American Legion members and the Thunderbirds

team are engaged ina seasonlong promotion of Be
To this day, the former department commander does the One.
not know the role he played in keeping Pajak alive.
That underscores the importance of The American Le-  That community awareness helps elevate mentat
g i oBuddy Check program, whet her i t dealthawareness and underscores that it is OK to not
nated effort to reach out to a group of veterans for be OK.
wellness checks, or just calling a buddy to make sure

he or she is doing OK. Ailt was just a bad day, 0 Pa
drivingaround. Al f you are having

Now Pajak is a living, breathing example of what hap- out to somebody. | know itds not eas

pens when someone takes the appropriate acton body to talk to. o

when a veterandtPkbalt dosethe e¢art saf Be

the One, which aims to reduce the rate of veteran sui- Just like the former department commander does not

cide by destigmatizing mental-health treatment and know his fiBe the Oneod rol e

empowering everyone to make a difference. ble 8 even probable 8 that Pajak could also be an
anonymous fiBe the Oneodo savi

Al was at a point where | @ThHatdttwwalhhdp dret pbfey ibflis® mbee

hesaid i This is very personalsaver ome 9betawvaer by hslaring

people there to 6be the oned for me. o

O6Be t hé One

has been a guiding
The American Legion | April 5, 2024

Pajak reflects back to Pete, a Navy friend who was lost
to suicide. Pete visited the Pajaks in their home in
January 2011 AEver yt hi ng. Bverghmgd f i ne

seemed beautiful.o Indiana Legionnaire Tracy Levay has attempted to die
by suicide three times. The adjutant of Frank & Ed-
ward Skwiat American Legion Post 451 in Michigan
City, she made those choices following the ending of a

But all was not well. Months later, his friend got into
a fight with his wife, stormed outside and died by sui-

cide. 16-year marriage and a breast cancerscareSh e 6s a |
- lost a cI se frlend and fellow veteran t%sumde as V\i)el

Aalf 1 would have known morge k , coul d een
the oned for Fﬁe\/\llet’hoauFtajea/ken3< WI

i t, someone el se wasls(Belthe OdyeEyn A, LQVHy%Qs irf 19dfana¥ofs for the De-

One) personal? Between Pete and the lowplaces,| hit partment of Indianads Legi o

I
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alumniand moderator. | ncl uded i n t heBeche Drealgoehdssnade @ impact on U.S. Marine

riculum was a Be the Onetraining session i some- Corps veteran Tony Cross, Ww

thing that now resonates deeply with Levay. program manager.
iwWwhen you get this trainin
thinking differently . | know becausel do, 0 tol
Legion College students A | pay a | ot mo
tothings thatpeoplesay. You dondét have t
t al il Il ness to want to kil!/l
Cross said Be the One i s i

change the face of The American Legion We have
12,103 posts in the country. The most relevant time in

our history is right now. When you say yo!
to do the mission, thereods
edge of the battle area When you cross that line,
youodre i n.VWepdevreatnoow scr ossed

~ , g
ASul . : . : Relr 5‘1' I| sn nd C?mmﬁnltles Wﬁ]hythe &c{luf)n%J e m’
t hat i s aspirated wi t h :l_:) ggg LE%&IabEhDB& tbdy
thr oug tll’ h It d 0 DS a :5 % L gv a 3{) m Ct d s he )f:olu\fnslé Igréto%dl a §c?e8n|né
anaos T IS bcBec m v d9 2 07 by Columbia University, the

Elo
me, has been aguidinglight 1 t 6s made me tjrﬂv@r&t E P% Ivanla and the. Upiversity of

topeople. | 6 m not afraid to
events. | 6m not afraid to tallﬁw'géba %'Edg por bg/f?‘e atoréar?stuteof

affectedme. But it dsl thndg &mse/veryday s’t ug -

gle to this day.o The Columbia Protocol, also known as the Columbia

Suicide Severity Rating Scale, supports suicide risk as-
sessment through a series of simple, plainlanguage
questhF?s that anypne can sk The answers %delp

At the Marriott East in Indianapolis, around 40 De-
partment of Indiana Legionnaires took part in the

iSaving Lives of Veterans Sé om—
) X . ers i ether tWeo e'is &tTisk forblicie, as
munities with the. ACsilauimb i Aog immediacy of that risk, and

L . se Vet
person training sessiont ook pl ace dur i [:
annual Washington Conference, but this was the first réaqjge eg I%vell'ofesgpboﬂ that the personneeds.

time an American Legion department had staged the
Columbia Protocol training.

The guestions are:

Levay said sheds proud ofﬂtrﬁga\f_%gYBH Wb?hﬁngklyﬁ’ryd aneée
venting veteran suicide its top priority . A For me , EEH% . had ‘
greattosee | t 6s so i mportant foﬂrgogygsfﬁ_ﬁeg?%%%%lr%s a an:

to help out our fellow veterans and get them the help
they absolutely, 100-cper cen't neediWe sfh e ?(ﬁl]l deI
know what itoés | i ke Andealos e rfyes askipe folligwing gyesfiops; 5

of the out si .dSuicigeesmnelofethe tbp n 6 t o _
things killing our veterans . For me, to see The Amer- 11 Have you been thinking about how you might do

ican Legion take this step and go further with protect- this? _
ing the ones who protect this country means a lot to 1 Have you had these thoughts and had some inten-

me . O tion of acting on them?
1 Have you started to work out or have you worked
Levay said having a program like Be the One around out the details of how to kill yourself ? Did you in-
when she had her thoughts of suicide could have made tend to carry out this plan?
a difference fibecause | probably would have gotten
hel p a | ot sooner . O And al ways ask AfHave you d c
do anything or prepared to do anything to end your
i fe?0
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https://www.legion.org/betheone/261464/betheone.org
https://www.legion.org/betheone/261233/be-one-training-tackles-how-help-those-suicidal-crisis
https://www.legion.org/betheone/261233/be-one-training-tackles-how-help-those-suicidal-crisis
https://cssrs.columbia.edu/
https://cssrs.columbia.edu/

Providing the training were two individuals with ex- AMy father didndédt haveWthbs
tensive suicide prevention experience. Wendy Lakso all of my lifelines, | can take a lot more of that stress

has served as chief of 't hebelt.alus eArlmyvoes |gSoata opirtioat | ekert e voen
tion Program; deputy executive director of the Office

of the U.S. President 6s P RABROhErNdg®Bnndira slked &bout theeimportatce af h

is a part of the National Strategy for Preventing Vet- the Legion in providing an
eran Suicide; and, more recently, director of partner- we have shared experiences, shared dangers, shared
ships in the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Of- suffering, across multiple generations, different (mil-

fice of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention from itary) branches. When you share that type of bond
2018-2020. with people, that can be st

Fellow facilitator Dr. Keita Franklin has addressed the Wayne Zeman
t

il anads N
Legiond6s Veterans Affairse&h®etiabhhb 3]

, I nd
tatndonm€&€wmmi
ity

sion while serving as the senior executive directorof a uni qgue abi to rel.ate
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Office of AfAnd the people who need he
Mental Health and Suicide Prevention. She held a gotoaclinician. They wondét go to VA
similar position with the Department of Defense and because of the I|ikelihood t
is co-director of the Columbia Lighthouse Project. ing to somebody who has no frame of reference, who

has no shared experiences,
The pair stressed that sostendSeo dbeynwtouheedatbebet al
clinician to prevent a suicide or provide a suicide in-
tervention. They also pointed out several other mis- Kelly Murray, the adjutant of Post 11 in Lafayette and
conceptions, including: an Indiana Legion College facilitator and its speaker,
said it made sense for the college to provide the train-
1 Owning a firearm is not associated with suicide ing.
risk. Lakso said 70 percent of veterans who die by
suicide do so using a firearm. And statistics show AWebdre |lucky enough to have
if someone is planning suicide with a firearm, but and we felt we needed to take advantage of that They
a firearm isnoét avail abl werereatlydoylaunch and we wetre delady fo@e And u b s

tute method. the timing was perfect.
. Suici de i snToaumaticriiyeevergsicane . _ A .
trigger thoughts of suicide, with statistics showing iltds such an iWpodidnbt miws

that 25-40 percent of suicides happen between — miss this opportunity to not only provide this educa-
thinking of and acting on suicidal thoughts . Sev- tion for our students that are in this class, but to also

enty percent happen within an hour. do the |ive session.o
1 Talking with someone about suicide will encour- _
age suicide Talking with someone about suicide @~ Murray sat through the trai

provides an intervention for the person consider- ~ There were a lot of people in this organization and in

ing taking his or her own life . It shows that person  this room that have very personal stories about this,

that someone careswith often is whattheyneedat | t 6s hard to sit and think
that point. this room might be thinking

1 A majority of veterans who die by suicide have a ] ] ) ]
mental health illness. Statistics show 50.8 percent ~ S€€ing The American Legion take up Be the One as its

of veterans who die by suicide did nothaveamen- t 0P mi ssion has given Murre

tal health diagnosis. pride knowing that we have identified something so
relevant to veterans of all ages and of allexperiences
The training provided the opportunity for some heart- and are able to hopefully make a difference. Our ideas
felt back and forth between the Legion College stu- &€ {0 change lives and to save lives That 6s why
dents and the facilitators. One Legionnaire said his Weére in the military, and
father died by suicide and that he himself was a survi- 9 0 - ©

vor of a murder-suicide attempt. Having also had su- Leg wes g ferv e the One trgin
.I.CI_(_jaI thoughts.,_h_eqs devqrg@% %olrw:gpgﬁocol ckh Fasc dulé ugell
I positive events and relationships in his life, or as coming sessions.

Franklin called itwhenfhavm@sons for | ivingo

those feelings.

I
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https://www.legion.org/betheone/training?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=TRAINING&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra

National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information
subject to change.

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey, Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19,2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting

(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

Century Committee

Joe Gladden, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11, 2024 | August 13, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph Lohman, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024

Mey—+3-2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

Origins of April
as Children & Youth Month

Jeff Stoffer | April 1, 2024

April  was not The
Ameri can
choice for Children &
Youth Month. The
19th National Conven-
tion in New York City
in 1937 adopted a re-
port from the National

Child Welfare Commit-

tee that
May be designated for special child-welfare activity in
The American Legion. 0
years.

In 1938, American Legion departments and posts
were addressing a multitude of challenges facing chil-
dren, which the National Legionnaire newspaper de-
scribed as fiperhaps the

can make to a nation for which we, the members of the
Legion, have offered much, for which some of our

comrades gave all .o And in
3 tributions were promoted and report ed at every level
Chlld welfare of the organization.
Foundatlon commlttee Foremost, support for children was continuously ref-
Mark Nave, Chairman erenced as a matter of national security. i We may s
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly a great deal regarding preparedness and national de-
September 21 2023 | N ber 16 2023 f ense, but al | of the natio
eptemboer 21, | November 16, defenses will be valueless if we neglect the youth of to-
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024 d ay , ®ational €egionnaire reported.
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024
7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting At that time, the national American Legion Child Wel-
(877) 853-5257 fare Division T under the directorship of Emma
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858 Puschner, a former St. Louis lawyer, social worker,
) ’ and prominent national ifi gu
= 11 | BETEONE | Round-Up
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mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Jeff%20Stoffer&p=jstoffer&s=legion.org&subject=Origins%20of%20April%20as%20Children%20&%20Youth%20Month&url=https://www.legion.org/youth/261404/origins-april-children-youth-month

laid out some key areas for the organization to ad-
dress:

A 1941 survey of 28 American Legion departments
had confirmed that t-vaefareo r g
program was resonating across the nation through lo-

1 Aid to Dependent Children, a New Deal program cal programs and even beyond, through assistance for

that Puschner had been called upon by the White  children from Europe who had escaped the war, many

House to help develop whose families turned to The American Legion for
f Maternal and child health services at a time when  help upon arrival.

some 15,000 American women a year were dying

during pregnancy or childbirth I'n November 1941, the Legic
 Services for disabled children mittee became a national commission, less than a
1 Community child -welfare assistance month before the United States entered World War II.
1 Reduction of juvenile delinquency Tha’g context was not Io_st on thional_ Child Welfare
1 Fitness Chairman Lawrence Smith of Wisconsin.
Across the country, American Legion posts were par- 3 1: ? : n 2 (ta t ie 2 t f[ ﬁ 2 0 I o ; 2 r?t n ea rtncla ro
ticipating in regional school conferences to share the h " 1941, NpA d
organi zat i on disa pArsignuaarrye fdoecé g‘nayonaﬁl CO'B’V'éOPS? NANny soun pr
childo that emphasi zed Stg%amaldf ha"r?q@ Fc?ﬁj]dratlo'nol%

e genéral welfare of dur chil omeday, these ©

styles, education, character, and opportunity.

In 1939, the National Legionnaire announced that
April had become designated as American Legion
Child Welfare Month and called upon posts to report
their activities throughout the nation.

The L egi eownelfarsengirteroared over the next
two years and in 1941, a national resolution formally
designating April as Child Welfare Month i
proved i twaspassed aong with the solidi-
fication of many positions and programs, such as con-
tinuation of the regional school conferences; medical
examinations of schoolchildren to detect and treat
Aremedi al conditionso;
lunch programs for low-i nc ome ki ds
long way toward making up for inadequate diets at
homeo; increased feder al
ent children; grants for American Legion department
child -welfare programs; and more uniform state laws
regulating adoption.

Wh

Across the country, American Legion posts, American
Legion Auxiliary units, and departments were report-
ing success and strong media attention to their child-
welfare programs, which included health clinics for
infants and children; juvenile delinquency prevention
and treatment efforts; school lunch programs; pur-
chasing ngofArespi tators
lio and other conditions; dental clinics; immuniza-
tions; food, clothing, and toy distributions; and more.
American Legion department child -welfare investiga-
tors were working 10-20 cases a day by the mid1940s.
Between 1925 and 1945, the number of children
served by American Legion child-welfare programs
and services had been estimated at 7.4 million, with
$57 million in direct financial assistance.

f o

very children will man our defenses, so let us ensure
that they will be in capable hands by providing for
their welfare and needs now. Make no mistake, our
children are the greatest asset to our national secu-
rity.o

The viability of The-weffareer i c
program was consistently supported in the 28-depart-

Ahavi r,;no(ﬁnt survey in which respondents noted that the ef-

was connecting veterans with the general public

school s, and fAthe news
heIpfuI € We need more of t
t he Legi on. 0
R(i tstﬁ)tg out Wﬁeliher or nopto con—
tinué eS|gn ing A[rér as |Id Welfare Month i Iater

ildren Youth
cleéely in sgfjppouf. %I\%Oe for
fare Month, o one respon
of the posts did not know we had a child-welfare pro-

gram. 0

pth | etgose srurver¥ed

Finance Commission

William G. Hill, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 2le 2023y Febiuarp b5, 2024
April 18, 2024 | July 18, 2024

r

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

Member Training &
Development
Committee

Michael Cotton, Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

Membership &
Squadron Activities

Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Legion Flag & Emblem.

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

Are you part of The Family?

=—AMERICAN

LEGION

Xy LEGION Z

Ask me how to join

www.legion.org
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch”  where you will be directed to www.myl-
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12,2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824

400,000+ Veterans enrolled in VA

health care over past 365 days
The American Legion | March 31, 2024

The Department of Veter-
ans Affairs announced that
' it has enrolled 401,006
veterans in VA health care
over the past 365
R @ dayso 30% more than the

307,831 it enroIIed the previous year. This is the most
yearly enrollees in at least the past five years at VA,

and nearly a 50% increase over pandemielevel enroll-
ment in 2020.

The number of new enrollees increased in all 50 states
year-over-year. The states with the newest enrollees
over the past year include Texas (41,287 veterans),
California (33,468) Florida (32,712), Virginia
(20,537), North Carolina (17,562), Pennsylvania
(16,167), Georgia (15,747), Ohio (12,717), Washington
(11,873), lllinois (10,167), Colorado (10,028), Arizona
(9,789), Tennessee (9,584), and Michigan (9,294).

This historic enroliment has been made possible by
the bipartisan PACT Act which allowed VA to expand
VA health care and benefits to millions of veterans.
VA is also conducting the most aggressive outreach
campaign in its history, including hosting over 2,600
events since the passage of the PACT Act, launching a
$16+ million advertising campaign, using public ser-
vice announcements, and & for the first time ever o
sending text messages to veterans encouraging them
to enroll in VA health care. VA is continuing these ag-
gressive outreach efforts throughout 2024, with more
than 550 in-person events already scheduled for this
year.

Veterans who receive VA health care have better
health outcomes than non-enrolled veterans, and VA
hospitals have dramatically outperformed non-VA

hospitals in overall gquality ratings and patient satis-

faction ratings. Additionally, VA health care is of-

ten more affordable than non-VA health care for vet-

erans. Today, VA is delivering more care and more
benefits to more veterans than ever before in our na-
tionds hi sdnoal-tyne resoe tidr healtn

care appointments provided in 2023.

i We weaenytligible veteran to enroll in VA health

care for one simple reason: Veterans who come to VA
are proven to have better health outcomesd and pay
lessd t han veterans WhSecretao/n 6t
Denis McDonough. iThat 6 s why weobve
year meeting veterans where they arei hosting thou-
sands of events, sending millions of texts, advertising

on every corner, and much more 8 to get them to
come to VA. This aggressive outreach campaign has

led more veterans to enroll in VA care than during any
year in at | east a decade,
now. O

Under the PACT Act, VA has also upgraded the health
care priority _groups for 693,962 veterans over the
past yeard meaning that many of those veterans are
now paying lower copays. Since the PACT Act was
passed into law, VA has upgraded the priority groups
of more than 746,500 veterans.
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-launches-advertising-campaign-to-encourage-new-veterans-to-sign-up-for-health-care-and-benefits/#:~:text=Press%20Room-,VA%20launches%20advertising%20campaign%20to%20encourage%20new%20Veterans%20to,for%20health%20care%20and%20benefits&text=WASHINGTON%20%E2%80%93%20Today%2C%20the%20Department%20of,and%20benefits%20they've%20earned.
https://x.com/jonstewart/status/1765076636263944374?s=20
https://x.com/jonstewart/status/1765076636263944374?s=20
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-outperform-non-va-facilities-cms-ratings/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/nationwide-patient-survey-shows-va-hospitals-outperform-non-va-hospitals/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/nationwide-patient-survey-shows-va-hospitals-outperform-non-va-hospitals/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/copay-rates/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/https:/news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://www.google.com/search?q=va+health+care+priority+groups

VA recently expanded health care eligibility for mil-

lions of veterans nationwide, years earlier than called
for by the PACT Act As of March 5, all veterans who a /{ %ﬂa ta 0“/6

were exposed to toxins and other hazards while serv-
ing in the military and meet certain requirements be-
came eligible to enroll directly in VA health care. This
means that all veterans who served in the Vietham <D

War, the Gulf War, Irag, Afghanistan, the Global War 0“/(1—% ‘? 0/{(? 0/"6)
on Terror, or any other combat zone after 9/11 will be

eligible to enroll directly in VA health care without
first applying for VA benefits . Additionally, veterans

who never deployed but were exposed to toxins or
hazards while training or on active duty in the United

Juan Cruz Rodriquez,
Department of Puerto Rico

States will also be eligible to enroll. VA alsorecently Todd Bidlack,

expanded health care to all World War Il veterans. Detachment of Ohio

VA is able to serve these new enrollees, in part, due to

|l ast yeards record hiring in VAbés Veterans Health Ad
ministration . Last year, VA exceeded hiring goals in SONS OF THE

the Veterans Health Administration & growing at the SONS#=

===AMERICAN

fastest rate in 15 years and bringing in more than LEGION —_—

61,000 new hires & to prepare for an increase in VA == AMERICAN
health care enrollment among veterans under the L E G I O N
PACT Act In total, VHA now has more employees

than ever before in our historv. and VAOGSsS retention ¢
forts also led to a 20% decrease in turnover rate B0 01 1 B |- v f o B

among VHA employees from 2022 to 2023. & By

Moving forward, VA will continue to aggressively
reach out to veterans to encourage them to come to
VA. VA encourages all Veterans, family members,
caregivers, and survivors tolearn more about VA and
apply for their world -classhealth care and earned
benefits today.

For more information about VA care, visit VA6 s h e
care website For more information about the impact

of the PACT Act, visitVAO s PACT Act da

Rk

Sons of The American Legion

celebrated in new online exhibit
veterans Employment The American Legion Library | April 3, 2024
&Educatlon The Sons of The American Le
commission in a new online exhibit from the Emil A. Blackmore

Museum, published this month. To celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Sonso6 fi
1972, the exhibit explores the formation and early his-

tory of the program, as well as more recent events.

Jim Coates, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023

February 15, 2024 | April 18, 2024 The online exhibit offers visitors a glimpse into the
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024 history of the organization through photos, artifacts,
7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting and documents, including historical newsletters and
(877) 853-5257 brochures. Throughout the exhibit links can also be

found to various resources

Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060 ital archive.

"

15 | BETEONE | Round Up



https://news.va.gov/press-room/veteran-toxins-hazards-serving-eligible-va/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/all-wwii-veterans-are-now-eligible-for-no-cost-va-health-care-and-nursing-home-services/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/all-wwii-veterans-are-now-eligible-for-no-cost-va-health-care-and-nursing-home-services/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/introduction
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
https://www.va.gov/disability/file-disability-claim-form-21-526ez/introduction
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/
https://department.va.gov/pactdata/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/exhibits/show/sons-of-the-american-legion/introduction

Visitors can view the exhibit on the Blackmore web-
site. Past exhibits can be seermere.

Sports

2024 American Legion Baseball
scholarship nomination form

available online
The American Legion | April 5, 2024

Applications are available online for
the 2024 American Legion Baseball
Scholarship. The fillable nhomination
form is available here.

post-affiliated American Legion Baseball teams must
submit nominations for the American Legion Baseball
Scholarship by July 15.

The American Legion awards between $22,000 and
$25,000 in scholarships to deserving baseball players
each year Each Department Baseball Committee may
select a player from its department to receive this
scholarship. The American Legion will award several
scholarships each year depending on the number of
applicants and interest earned from the trust fund.

Any team manager or head coach of an American Le-
gion posti affiliated team may nominate a player for
consideration of this award. The scholarship applica-
tion, letters of recommendation and certification form
must be completed, postmarked, and mailed to the
department headquarters no later than July 15. Three
letters of testimony must be attached to the nomina-
tion form.

Department Baseball Scholarship winners receive
$500. Each certified Department Baseball scholar-
ship winner shall be considered for The American Le-
gion All-Academic Team sponsored by Diamond
Sports.

Eight players selected by a scholarship selection com-
mittee at The American Legion World Series will re-
ceive an additional $2,500 scholarship. A ninth
player, selected as the most outstanding member of
the All-Academic Team, will be awarded an additional
$5,000 scholarship.

All-Academic Team winners will retain their $500
scholarship from their department.

Team managers and head coaches of

Scholarship recipients will be eligible to receive their
scholarships immediately upon graduation from an
accredited high school. Scholarship winners must uti-
lize the total award within eight years of their gradua-
tion date, excluding active military time.

Riesis| LEGION
QR RIDERS

.. THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER 29 3

S==AMERICAN

N\ LEGION =

AND THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 29 E
PROUDLY PRESENT

'HE 2024 OHIO A.L.R. STATE

ZAFFLES QQM p 50/5¢

AUGUST 1-3, 2024

&

THURSDAY Frioay  SATurDAY
PRE-REGISTER NOON-?  REGISTRATION 9:00  BREAKFAST 7-830
BIKE RIDE...TBD BIKE RIDE OUT TO 641 AND  STATE A.L R. MEETING
B DOGWOOD TAVERN @NOON 830-930
MusiE. ML KITCHEN OPEN 9-2/5-8  BLESSING OF THE BIKES 10A
. KSU POKER RUN 10:30
it
THURSDAY 5P-CLOSE
FRIDAY 9A- CLOSE
SATURDAY 6:30-CLOSE 37
DINNER @5
AMERICAN MoOJO
7-11 AWARDS AND RAFFLES 7-8
TO REGISTER:
Pre-Registration deadline
June 30th
§55 per person eLR SR

27 S. 3rd St
Zanesville, OH 43701
(740)452-1457

OHIO A.L.R. ROMP 2024

=AMERICAN

LEGION
AUXILIARY

é‘.’@

AUXILIARY

Lisa Williamson,
National President
The American Legion Auxiliary
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Timothy Peet 'Tim' Guinotte
Timothy Peet

Guinotte
passed away
at it he
in Ottawa,
Kansas, on
March 29,
2024, after a
short illness. Tim was the youngest
of ten children born to Jim and Ali-
son (Jones) Guinotte on June 8,
1963, in Chanute, Kansas. He at-
tended St.
and graduated from Chanute High
School in 1981. He graduated from
Butler County Community College
with a Petroleum Technology de-
gree. He was a member of the Ea-
gles, Elks, and Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion.

Tim worked in the oil industry most

of his life, beginning with working

with his father Jim at Reed Oil
Company. He drove trucks for
Consolidated Oil Well Services, En-
ron, Our Own Hardware, and
Penske. He eventually owned an
oil company with his oldest brother

Jim. After selling his oil leases in
2018, he said he
when asked if he had retired.

He married Laura Sue Cox on De-
cember 9, 2008. While Tim and

Laura attended Chanute High

School together, it was a chance
meeting in 1996, at Our Own Hard-

ware, that brought them together

again.

He was an avid hunter but more of
an avid socializer. He enjoyed good
food, a nice cocktail and pulling

pranks on others. He had a sharp
wit and could imitate the unique

laugh or voice of friends and fam-
ily. You always left his presence
with a smile. Tim will be greatly

missed by all who knew him.

Tim was preceded in death by his
parents and brother Dick. He is
survived by his devoted wife Laura,
his brothers Jim of Ottawa, Joe of
Wichita, Tucson (Sandy) and John
of Chanute, sisters Mary (Jim)
Morris and Alison (Alex) Mih of

Chanute, Aimee (John) Benage of
Placitas, New Mexico, and Nancy
(Mike) Eichten of Topeka, sisters in

vpnstalpienille.t N eATi 24{

me mb e r & s law rStephania tGuinatte of Love-

land, Colorado, and Debbie (Roger)
Dean of Altoona, Kansas, and
brother in law Bill (Corina) Cox of

Chanute. He was Uncle Buck to nu-
merous nieces and nephews and a

i Ti mapeloved cousin to many.

A Celebration of Life will be held at

theo Ptkaga Eagles, 524 East
15th Street, Ottawa, Kansas on
April 13, 2024, from 2:00 -

6:00pm. Come celebrate our favor-
ite prankster, have a cocktail, food,
tell Tim stories and visit with
friends and family. Memorials can
be made to St.
School, Chanute, Kansas or Prairie

sas, c/o Dengel & Son Mortuary,
235 South Hickory Street, Ottawa,
Kansas 66067.

Jeffrey D. Gydesen
N Boonville-  Jef-
frey D. Gydesen,
64, of Denslow
Drive, passed
away on Mon-
day, April 1,
2024, at Upstate
Medical Center,
after a short ill-
ness, while surrounded by the lov-
ing care of his family. Affection-
ately known as Jeff, he was born in

a son of Donald C. and Carol Zeigler
Gydesen Jeff grew up on East
Road, near Boonville and gradu-
ated from Adirondack Central
School, with The Class of 1977.

While growing up and in high
school he enjoyed playing Baseball
In 1983, Jeff married Eileen Bar-
telotte, later the couple were di-
vorced. After graduation he was
first employed at Delia Stone
Quarry and Paving Co., Boonville,
before twenty-six years of employ-
ment as a machine operator at the
Boonville Division of Ethan Allen
Furniture Company. When the
company closed its Boonville plant
in 2004, Jeff began his employ-
ment at Revere Copper & Brass Co.
of Rome. Later for twelve years,
until retiring in April, 2023, he was
employed as aforklift operator, at
Kraft Heinz Co. of Lowville . He was
a member of Charles J. Love Post
Sons of the American Legion,
Boonville, and Boonville Elks
Lodge # 2158.

19%s o

For many years, Jeff was an avid
hunter; he loved activities in the
outdoors, including hiking and

snow shoeing He greatly enjoyed
watching the Boonville Snhowmo-
bile Races and oval dirt track races
He loved spending time at the fam-
ily camp in Brantingham and also
with his hunting buddies on Steam
Mill Road.

Jeff is survived by one son and
daughter in law, Jacob and Erin
Gydesen, Boonville; one daughter
and son in law, Sarah and Chad
Sturtevant, Boonville; a stepson,
Chris (Beth) Hill, Turin, from a pre-
vious marriage to Linda Hoskins -
Carr and his mother and stepfather,
Carol and Butch Johnson, Boon-
ville. He was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Donald C. Gydesen, in 2008.
Also surviving are his grandchil-
dren; Olivia, Nolan, Logan, Chris-
tina, Nichole, Alexis, Aleigha, and
Adalyn; one sister and brother in

P daw,r Liorgek (Ban) Qzeipelh Bobni ¢

ville; one brother and sister in law,

Patri c KPaws AnimakShefar, Oitawas lsap-o oNlichael and Debby Gydesen, Boon-

ville; nieces and nephews, Todd
(Melanie) Czepiel and Brett (Ash-
lynne) Czepiel, Josh and Kaylee
Gydesen and Tonia Durcan, his
special friend, Tina Zehr and by his
favorite canine companion, "Mar-
ley.

Jeff's family extends a sincere
thank you to the staff at Upstate
University Hospital for all their

kindness and compassion.

His Funeral will be on Wednesday,
April 10, 2024, at 10:00 A.M. at
Trainor Funeral Home, Inc. 143
Schuyler St. Boonville, where call-
ing hours are Tuesday, April 9,
from 1-4 & 6-8 P.M.

Memorial contributions may be

made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, 100 Lomond Court, Utica, New
York 13502, or to the Alzheimer's
Association of Central NY, 441
West Kirkpatrick Street, Syracuse,
NY 13204. To plant a beautiful me-
morial tree in memory of Jeffrey,

please visit our Tree Store.

Published by WKTV on Apr. 3,
2024.

Ron Thomas

Ronald E.
Thomas Sr., 85,
better known as
"RonBoy", a be-
loved figure in
the  Vincennes

community,
passed away on
March 29, 2024
at his residence.

Ron was born on January 19, 1939
in Vincennes, the son of Francis
"Lefty" and Irene (Madison)

Thomas. He married Betty Breed-

love on January 31, 1974 and she
preceded him in death on Septem-
ber 8, 2022.

Ron's dedication to service began
early in his life as a proud graduate
of Central Catholic High School, af-
ter graduation Ron enlisted in the
United States Marine Corp. where
he served his country with great
pride. In August of 1967 Ron ac-
cepted a position with the Vin-
cennes City Fire Department.
Rookie fireman Thomas, advanced
to Fireman Second Class after a
year's training and to First Class
Fireman a year after that. in 1978,
he was promoted to the rank of
Captain and in 1980 he was pro-
moted to Assistant Chief. In 1984
Ron was appointed to Chief by then
Mayor Bill Rose,a position he held
until his retirement from the de-
partment.

Throughout his life, Ron's commit-

ment to his community shone

brightly as he served as the Fire
Chief for the City of Vincennes,
leaving an indelible mark on all

who had the privilege of knowing

him. His passion for serving ex-
tended beyond his role as Fire
Chief, with active involvement in

numerous civic organizations in-

cluding the Disabled American Vet-
erans, Sons of the American Le-
gion, Harmony Society, Eagles
Lodge, and the Knights of Colum-
bus. Faith was also very important
to Ron as he is a member of St.
Francis Catholic Church.

Among his notable accomplish-
ments, Ron received several pres-
tigious awards, including the 1984
American Legion Firefighter of the

Year for Indiana, the 1987 VFW
Post 1157 Outstanding Citizen
Award, and the Sagamore of Wa-
bash Award from Governor Evan
Bayh in 1995, among many others
His dedication to community ser-

vice was unparalleled, with involve-

ment in events like the Knox
County Relay for Life and the Ma-
rine Corps Toys for Tots Campaign
In Ron's spare time he enjoyed
spending time with his many many

family members, attending many

local sporting events supporting his

Lincoln Alices. He was also an avid
Indianapolis Colts fan and enjoyed
camping, fishing, cooking, travel-

ing, and manicuring his yard and

pool.

Ron will forever be remembered for
his unwavering commitment to his
country, community, and family .
He leaves behind a legacy of service
that will continue to inspire gener-
ations to come. In addition to his
esteemed career accomplishments,
Ron was a devoted family man sur-
vived by his loving family, son,
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Ronald E. Thomas, Jr. and his wife
Carol of Sarasota, FL, daughters,
Tracey Nowaskie and her husband
Steve of Vincennes, Amy Stone and
her husband Bill of Cloverdale, IN;
his siblings, Vic Thomas of Shoals,
IN, Frank Thomas of Goodletsville,
TN, Jan Thomas of Wheatland, IN,
Jenny Jackson of Monroe City, IN;
his grandchildren, Jeremy Eisen-
hut, Brooke Owens, Bryce Nowas-
kie and his wife Marypat, Cody
Thomas and his wife Stephanie and
Brandt Nowaskie and his wife Na-
talie; great granddaughter, Cecelia
Jane (CeCe) Nowaskie and a great
granddaughter due in July. Ron is
preceded in death by his parents,
Francis "Lefty" and Irene Thomas,
and his brothers, David, and
Tommy Joe Thomas.

As we prepare to bid farewell to this
remarkable individual, let us come

together to celebrate his life and
honor the impactful legacy he
leaves behind. Join us on Monday
April 22, 2024 as we gather to cele-
brate and honor the life of Ron at a
memorial service from 4-7 pm at
Goodwin-Sievers Funeral Home,
524 Broadway, Vincennes

IN 47591. Online memories may be
shared with Ron's family and

friends at  www.goodwinsiev-
ersfh.com.

The Thomas family has requested
memorial contributions be made to
the Vincennes Lincoln Athletic
Booster Club. Goodwin-Sievers
Funeral Home is privileged and
honored to be entrusted with the
care of Ron and his family.
To send flowers to the family or
plant a tree in memory of Ron
Thomas, please visit our floral
store.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Jerry Lee Nicholson
Jerry Lee Ni-
cholson, age
74, of Xenia,
lllinois,
passed away
early Tues-
day morn-
ing, April 2,
2024, at his

home.

He was born December 5, 1949, in
Flora, the son of Stanley Howard
and Eunice (Coble) Nicholson. He

was united in marriage to Dottie

Frye on August 13, 1977, in Flora,
and together they have shared 46
wedding anniversaries.

Jerry had worked at Southern
Lumber and later Minwax in Flora,
retiring after 26 years. He enjoyed
hunting squirrel and rabbit, fish-
ing, horseback riding, camping,

and mushroom hunting . He was a
member of the Flora Sons of the
American Legion and a past mem-
ber of the Coon Creek Ridge Riders.
He is survived by his wife: Dottie

Nicholson of Xenia; a son: John

(Carla) Nicholson of luka; 3 grand-

sons: Kyle Nicholson, Trevor (Ma-

riah) Nicholson, and Braden Ni-

cholson; step-sisters-and-brother:

Priscilla (David) Disher, Julie

(Mark) Steimel, and Gary (Lisa)

Milone; sisters-and-brother -in-

law: Linda (Roger) Griffy, Pat (Ray)

Barber, and Jerry (Diane) Frye;

several nieces and nephews; and
his beloved dog, Bella.

He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther: Stanley Nicholson; mother:
Eunice Milone; stepfather: Earl Mi-
lone; son: Dale Nicholson; sister:
Mary (Lee) Eaton; and several
nieces and nephews.

A funeral ceremony will be held at 1
p.m. on Friday, April 5, 2024, at
Frank & Bright Funeral Home in

Flora. Interment will follow in Red

Brush Cemetery, Louisville. A vis-
itation will be held from 11 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. on Friday at the funeral
home.

Memorial donations are suggested
to any charity of
and these will be accepted through
the funeral home. To share a con-
dolence or memory, Vvisit
www.frankandbright.com .

Timothy Allen Young
3 7 Timothy Al-
len Young,
56, passed
away March
25, 2024, at
his  home
in Newton
KSafter an
1tmonth

battle with cancer.

Tim was born on February 26,
1968, sharing a birthday with his
mother, in Wichita, KS to Gerald
and Nancy (Ashlock) Young.

Tim graduated from Newton High
School in 1986. He received hisas-
sociate in arts at Hutchinson Com-
munity College in 1988. After re-
ceiving this degree, he attended
Fort Hays State University. While
in Hays, KShe met his future wife,
Danelle Metcalf. The two of them
married on October 10, 1992,
in Hays, KS. The couple had two
children: Shelbie and Landon. The
addition of their two children com-
pleted their family. He was an
amazing father, grandpa, and a lov-
ing supportive husband. He was al-
ways a good provider for hisfamily,
always working a "side gig" as he
called it, in addition to his full -time
job.

He received his Bachelor of Science
at Southwestern College in 1998
After the death of his father Gary,
he felt called to ministry work . In
2008 he completed his Master of
Arts with a major in specialized
ministry . He was a member of the
First United Methodist Church and
received their support as he went
on to serve as a licensed local pastor
for Walton and Buhler UMC from
2005-2008 in the former Kansas
West Conference.

He worked at Femco manufactur-
ing in McPherson from 1999-2022
in Accounting, IT, and as HR Man-

ager. In 2022 he made a major shift
in his career by changing employ-
ment to non-profit at Ember Hope
in Newton as their HR Manager.
He worked passionately at this job
and found it extremely rewarding

until the end of his life . Even in his
last days at home he was still con-
cerned about meetings and things
that needed to be done.

In his younger years he loved sing-
ing in the Railaires, golfing with his
dad and fishing. He was a member
of the First United Methodist
Church Praise team as the bass
player. He was known for his grill-
ing skills and spent many hours
gtillimge upl deficiousd feod.c hiro |
loved Wichita Thunder hockey
games, KC Royals, and KC Chiefs
He had a passion for bowling and
had bowled two perfect 300 games
and an 812 series that he was im-
mensely proud of. He enjoyed a
cold Bud Lite and had multiple rec-
ipes for his own home brew. He
loved his bird feeders and watching
the birds. He was an active mem-
ber of the Sons of the American Le-
gion. You could find him most Fri-
day nights at the Legion with his
buds. Tim was a believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ. He was not
pushy but stood solid on his beliefs.
He enjoyed using his knowledge of
the bible to prove a point when
needed.

His most proud achievement in his
life were his two children. He was
supportive and involved in what-
ever they chose to do He coached
numerous ball teams and judged
debate tournaments. He was also a
KSHAA registered softball umpire
2018-2022. It was important to
him to be firm yet supportive to the
youth, to teach them to be respect-
ful and to most importantly to have
fun.

Tim is survived by his wife,
Danelle; son Landon of Kansas
City; and daughter Shelbie (hus-
band Patrick White) of Maize;
grandchildren Heidi and Rowan;
Mother Nancy Young, Newton;
brother Mark Young of Wichita
(wife Michelle); Mother in law
Donna Metcalf of Nixa, MO; sister

in laws Angie Laurin (husband Jeff)

of Nixa, MO; Pam Normandin

(husband Ivan) of Damar, KS;

many nieces and nephews- Valleri,

Emily, Nicole, Nathan, Jared, Hay-

ley, Tyler, and 9 great nieces and
nephews, a supportive extended
family and some of the best friends
in the world.

Tim is preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Gerald (Gary) Young, father-
in-law, Danny Metcalf, and nephew
Matthew Laurin.

Memorial services will be held
Monday, April 15th at 10am at First
United Methodist Church, Newton
KS. A graveside service will follow
at Restlawn Gardens of Memory.
In lieu of flowers memorials can be
made to Newton American Legion
or First United Methodist
Church, Newton, KS.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Gordon C. Chults

Gordon
[ g
‘ .“ iGordyo
Shults, 62, of

Groton, passed
away at home
on March 30,
2024.

He was born
November 2, 1961 in Cortland, son
of Elizabeth (Tompkins) Conger
and the late Charles Shults A life-
long area resident, Gordy gradu-
ated with the Groton Central

School Class of 1980 and had been

employed as a machinist with sev-
eral local companies, and more re-
cently was a general handyman He
tended bar for many years at Post
800 American Legion in Groton.

He was a longtime member of the
Carrington -Fuller Post 800 Sons of
the American Legion (SAL), serving
many years as their Finance Officer
and as a me mb édon-

ors Team. He participated in the

Legionds Horsesh
Dart Leagues.

He is survived by his mother, Eliza-
beth T. AfBettyo
his brother, Michael Shults (Su-
zette) of Enfield; a son, Curtis
Shults, of Cortland; grandsons, Kai,
and Sylas Shults; nephew, Dillon
Shults (Emma); cousins and ex-
tended family. Special thanks is ex-
pressed to his faithful caregivers,
Serena (Adams) Sill and Laura
(Shults) Riggs.

A Memorial Service will be held at
2:00 PM on Thursday, April 4,
2024 at the Shurtleff Funeral
Home, 103 Lincoln Avenue,
Groton. There are no prior calling
hours. Interment at a later time
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will be in Willow Glen Cemetery,
Dryden.

Contributions, in lieu of flowers,

may be made to the Post 800 Sons
of the American Legion (SAL), 307
Main St., Groton, NY 13073, or to
Hospicare & Palliative Care Ser-

vices, 172 E. King Rd., Ithaca, NY
14850.
Jeffrey D. Gydesen
% Booneville 1
Jeffrey D.

Gydesen, 64, of
Denslow Drive,
passed away on
Monday, April 1,
2024, at Upstate
Medical Center,
after a short ill-
ness, while surrounded by the lov-
ing care of his family.

Affectionately known as Jeff, he
was born in Constableville, NY,
April 24, 1959, a son of Donald C.
and Carol Zeigler Gydesen Jeff
grew up on East Road, near Boon-
ville and graduated from Adiron-

dack Central School, with The Class
of 1977 While growing up and in

high school he enjoyed playing
Baseball. In 1983, Jeff married Ei-

leen Bartelotte, later the couple
were divorced.

After graduation he was first em-
ployed at Delia Stone Quarry and
Paving Co., Boonville, before
twenty-six years of employment as
a machine operator at the Boonville
Division of Ethan Allen Furniture
Company. When the company
closed its Boonville plant in 2004,
Jeff began his employment at Re-
vere Copper & Brass Co. of Rome
Later for twelve years, until retiring
in April, 2023, he was employed as
a forklift operator, at Kraft Heinz
Co. of Lowville.

He was a member of Charles J.
Love Post Sons of the American Le-
gion, Boonville, and Boonville Elks
Lodge # 2158 For many years, Jeff
was an avid hunter; he loved activ-
ity in the outdoors, including hiking
and snow shoeing He greatly en-
joyed watching the Boonville Snow-
mobile Races and oval dirt track
races. He loved spending time at
the family camp in Brantingham
and also with his hunting buddies
on Steam Mill Road.

Jeff is survived by one son and
daughter in law, Jacob and Erin
Gydesen, Boonville; one daughter
and son in law, Sarah and Chad
Sturtevant, Boonville; a stepson,
Chris (Beth) Hill, Turin, from a pre-

vious marriage to Linda Hoskins-
Carr and his mother and stepfather,
Carol and Butch Johnson, Boon-
ville. He was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Donald C. Gydesen, in 2008.

Also surviving are his grandchil-
dren; Olivia, Nolan, Logan, Chris-
tina, Nichole, Alexis, Aleigha, and
Adalyn; one sister and brother in
law, Lorrie (Dan) Czeipel, Boon-
ville; one brother and sister in law,
Michael and Debby Gydesen, Boon-
ville; nieces and nephews, Todd
(Melanie) Czepiel and Brett (Ash-
lynne) Czepiel, Josh and Kaylee
Gydesen and Tonia Durcan, his
special friend, Tina Zehr and by his

favorite canine
l ey. o
Jef fods family e

thank you to the staff at Upstate
University Hospital for all their
kindness and compassion.

His Funeral will be on Wednesday,
April 10, 2024, at 10:00 A.M. at
Trainor Funeral Home, Inc. 143
Schuyler St. Boonville, where call-
ing hours are Tuesday, April 9,
from 1-4 & 6-8 P.M. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to the
American Cancer Society, 100 lo-
mond Court, Utica, New York
13502, or to the
ciation of Central NY, 441 West
Kirkpatrick Street, Syracuse, NY
13204.

Henry fiHank o Kerr Jr.

Henry C. Kerr,
Jr, fHank,0 of
Niantic passed
away peacefully
on April 3, 2024 .
He was born Au-
gust 2, 1938 in

Bridgeport, the
son of the late
Henry C. Kerr, Sr., and Lena
(Doyle) Kerr Gardner. Hank grew

up in Waterford and graduated
from New London High School
Class of 1957 He worked for 30
years at the Niantic Post Office, re-
tiring in 1992 . He then spent 10
years working for the State of CT as
a Judicial Marshal in the New Lon-
don Courthouse. More recently he
worked as an aide for the Curtin
Livery Company finally retiring in
2021.

Hank was a member of the National
Guard from 1956 to 1959 He was a
member of the Niantic Sportsman
Club, the Old Lyme Fire Depart-
ment, and Sons of the American Le-
gion, Niantic Legion Post 128. He
enjoyed skeet shooting, hunting,
golfing, and so important was
spending time with his nine grand-
children attending all their activi-
ties and sporting events. He and
his wife, Carole, made yearly trips
to their special place in Ogunguit
Maine. They enjoyed seeing much
of the US, a trip to Italy, and his life-
long dream trips to Ireland and
Scotland.

In July 1965 he married Judith

(]

Tooker, and they raised their three
children in Old Lyme Connecticut .
Hank married Carole Burdick

Ginther on November 22, 1997 and
they were blessed with awonderful,

blended family. In addition to his

wife, Hank is survived by his son,
Christopher Kerr (Wendy) and his

two daughters, Margaret (Peggy)
Ames, husband Allen, their chil-
dren, Patrick (Caitlyn), Grace,
Charles, and his great granddaugh-
termialen Ances, ,and fDkhese TK
Ogden, husband Christopher, their
children, Peyton, and Sydney, all of

x Dld hyths. Heais alsoisundvedr bg

his stepdaughter, Lisa Boardman,
husband Sean, children Emily and
Zachary, of Westbrook, and his
stepson Gregory Ginther (de-
ceased), wife Tiffany, their children
Carter and Oliver, of East Lyme.
He is also survived by two brothers,
William Kerr, wife Penny, of East
Lyme, and Raymond Gardner, wife
Elaine, of Waterford and many
nieces and nephews, andlifelong
friend Joel Riley. He was prede-
ceased by his brother Franklin
@drdnér, e hisn estepSister ANascy -
Crandall, his stepson, Gregory
Ginther, and his very dear lifelong
friends, Charles Peterson and Wil-
liam Cavanaugh who was like a
brother to Hank.

A Memorial service will be held at
12:00p.m. on April 13, 2024 at
Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral
Home 48 Grand Street, Niantic.
Calling hours will be held from
10:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. prior to the
Memorial service. Burial service at
Union Cemetery in Niantic will fol-

low.

In Lieu of flowers, donations can be

made in his memory to the Smilow

Cancer Center 35 Park Street New
Haven, CT 06519 Please visit
www.neilanfuneralhome.com to

leave the family an online condo-

lence.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Kenneth Straw Obituary

Kenneth L.

Straw, 69, of
Pennellville,

York. Please leave Memories and
Condolences on syracuse. com/ob-
its.

RENEW!

DEVOTION TO

MUTUAL

HELPFULNESS

passed away De-

If you would like to
see Round-Up
continue,
please consider
making a donation
to offset expenses.

/ hank y&'a,/

Jeff Vrabel Sr
@Jeff-VrabelSr

S

venmo

cember 11th,
2021. Kenneth
was a retired
member of the
US Coast Guard
auxiliary flotilla 21. Was also a
member of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion 787 and the American
Legion Riders. Surviving: Kathleen,
his wife, Gerald (brother), Andrew

(son), Erin Salvetti (daughter), two

grandsons, Brian and Josh Salvetti.

Celebration of life will be held 2:00
Saturday, July 30th, 2022 at Gates
Funeral Home, Baldwinsville, New
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https://flackbroadcasting.com/obituaries/jeffrey-d-gydesen
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/maine/ogunquit
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/maine/ogunquit
http://www.neilanfuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206694322&pn=henry-kerr&affiliateId=4359&sku=tre-tim&pm=240

—_— to light during the months -long debate over mili-
_t'A M E R I CA N tary aid for Israel, Taiwan and Ukraine.

Necessity A Al | yo has al ways bee
Americans. After all, a wariness of alliances seems

to be part of our DNA.

ilt is our true policy to
Daniel J. Seehafer, ances with any portion of
National Commander dent George Washington declared, cautioning
The American Legion against Anforeign alliance:

trigues. 0

President Thomas Jefferson echoed Washington by

1 /) 1 in for fpeace commer
< x4l ca g . ’ .

' 'Jif/“,f/_ with all nations, entangl i
Daniel J. Seehafer, National Commander Thereds mor e, t hough, t o t
The American Legion ington and Jefferson said about alliances.

America pursued alliances from the very beginning.
DONATE TODAY Many Americans forget that Benjamin Franklin

—— traveled to Paris in 1776 to negotiate and ultimately

ey SSS— A M E R I CA N secure an alliance with France Between 1778 and

1782, as a State Department history details, France

Aiprovided supplies, arms a
and naval support € trans|
fought off a British fleet, and protected Washing-

CLICK HERE tonds forces in Virginia.o

In short, France T Amer i

6 s ToHeldgesl s t
Gen. Washingto S

ca
no army def
Although Jefferson, as president, spoke out against
alliances, many Americans forget that Jefferson, as
minister to France, proposed a U.S-European alli-

ance to fight piracy.

These anecdotes from history highlight a larger
truth: Allies help America do things America cannot

do alone. AsGen. James Mattisput s it
strength of our nation is inextricably linked to the
strength of our unique and comprehensive system of

B 2 b -5

me beF of the 45th Infanry Brigaaeﬂ

Sgt. Matthew Councill, :

Combat Team assigned to the Joint Multinational Training a l_ l ' ances €& While th Q u.s.
Group - Ukraine, listens as a Ukrainian soldier gives his team a nation in the free world, we cannot protect our inter-
mission brief before conducting section attack training at a ests or serve that role effectively without maintain-
Ukrainian base near Zhytomyr, Ukraine. ing strong alliances. 0
The technicalities and Of course, it took some time for American leaders to
realities of alliances openly admit that. Heeding the words of Washing-
Alan W. Dowd | April 3, 2024 ton and Jefferson, President Woodrow Wilson in-
sisted during World War | that the United States
Who are Ame?Istmdanaly? IsTae s maintain its independence :
wan? Is Ukraine? For that matter, what exactly is by bluntly, jarringly, and quite undiplomatically de-
analy? The answer to these- queCsltairoanisg.i shwWa Rhave| earallie

cut or obvious as we might think T a reality brought
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https://apnews.com/article/congress-ukraine-aid-israel-taiwan-5cc94d69691ed8f26d6e4ff614cf12fc
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/senate-vote-aid-bill-israel-taiwan-ukraine/story?id=107174930
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Dec/20/2002075156/-1/-1/1/LETTER-FROM-SECRETARY-JAMES-N-MATTIS.PDF
https://www.legion.org/donate

was functionally, if not formally, an ally of France
and Britain during the war.

This alliance in all but name did not survive beyond
the war, however, and the United States retreated
behind the false security of the oceans.

Then, in January 1942,
prise attack on an isolated outpost of an isolated
America, President Franklin Roosevelt organized a
26-nati on alliance to wage
against the Axis Powers.

After the Second World War was woni and in hopes
of preventing a third 7 the United States forged an
interconnected web of alliances spanning the globe:
NATO, SEATO, ANZUS, the Rio Pact, bilateral trea-
ties with the Philippines, Japan, Taiwan, and South
Korea. As President John
put ourselves, by our own will and by necessity, into
defensive alliances with countries all around the
gl obe. 0o

Speaking of the world wars and the postwar for-
mation of NATO, the persnickety among us will

j us honANAdI0s ad fl tye ro  Jt ahpoaungbhs

weaponssharing, missile defense, basing, train-

ing, counterterrorism , intelligence operations,

and cyber operations. Defense experts and pol-

icy analystsin  both countries have suggestedcodi-

fying what already exists in practice and hammering

out a formal U.S.-l sr ael defense tre
noting that | srael has bee
tshuart -
treaty alliance. Moreover, that group of countries
also includes several t hat
Ameer c cmden vat uegglasma only
Amer i c a6 si dountries suehsas &gypt, Jor-

dan, Kuwait, Morocco, Pakistan, Qatar, and Tunisia.

The absence of a defense treaty is increasingly wor-
risome in the case of Taiwan, which is under con-
stant threat from Peopl eds
warplanes and warships, PRC ultimatums, and PRC
threats to annex the island democracy by force If

K e n n eBeijjng takespthatsiep, aadone kilowe for sure how

America would respond.

Under a policy dubbed HAstr
lined in the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), the United
States decl ar es, vaguel vy,
mine the future of Taiwan by other than peaceful

point out that AAlIIlieso witnteaanscoapwalwalld ia® aafghave <
cific and precise meaningsvagudAl,l itecoprcawni def dai want h
World War Il Allied Powers i led by the United character. o0 Thereds nothin
States, Britain and Soviet Union i and even to the t hat guarantees Taiwanos
Allied Entente of World War | --led by Britain, United States to comé wasHh:
France and Russi a. AAl I i esdwaysthiswag IThe bnited Sthtes and Taowanweren -

bers of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization .
NATO communications, materials and docu-
mentsal ways capitalize
members of the alliance, which grew to32 na-
tions last month.

Technicality That brings us back to the presenti
and back to whether Israel, Taiwan and Ukraine are
Americabds allies.

In one sensei in a very technical sensei Israel, Tai-

wan and Ukraine are not allies of the United States.
AAl |l yo | sstadted s nfeanypynati on
the United States is engaged in a common military
effort or with which the United States has entered
into a common defensive mi
The United States is technically not engaged in a
common military effort with these nations and is
definitely not in a defensive military alliance or mu-
tual-defense treaty with these nations.

The absence of a defense treaty is surprising in the
case of Israel, given how closely the United States
and Israel collaborate on weaponsdevelopment and

formal allies, bound by a mutual-defensetreaty, be-
tween 1955 and1979. Mirroring similar treaties with

i Al | iJapand SouthtKerea, the PlilippinessAusirglia and

the transatlantic community, the U.S. -Taiwan treaty
decl ared that Afan ar med
area directed against the territories of either of the
partiedoolwlbiuge the parties
common danger. o0 The <clarit
placed by the ambiguity of the TRA.

at

Finally, the absence of a mutualdefense treaty with
Ukraine is a source of contention and consternation.
Recognlzingattai thehonly guarantor of security in
Europe is the NATO alliance, President George W.
Bush led a bloc within NATO in March 2008 pushing
ttoibring Ukrainegdnd Geargiad umderthe NATO um-
brella. France and Germanyopposed that effort.
And since NATO operates by consensus, Ukraine
and Georgia were left on the outside looking in.
Some observers view that decision as a bullet dodged
for NATO. But others point to that decision as an
opportunity missed i and a green light for Vladimir
Putin. After all, Putin invaded Georgia in August
2008 and then Ukraine in February 2014 (and again
in February 2022). Thereds no myster
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ally
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_222329.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/declassified_139339.htm
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2022/6/pdf/290622-strategic-concept.pdf
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_223448.htm
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_223448.htm
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/20/61.4
https://english.mod.gov.il/About/Innovative_Strength/Pages/IMDO_Israel_Missile_Defense_Organization.aspx
https://www.axios.com/2023/11/29/us-weapons-provided-israel-aircraft-missiles-bombs
https://embassies.gov.il/washington/Obama_in_Israel/Pages/US-Israel-Missile-Defense-Cooperation.aspx
https://theintercept.com/2023/10/27/secret-military-base-israel-gaza-site-512/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/usaf-israeli-f-35s-train-together/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/usaf-israeli-f-35s-train-together/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-and-mossad-killed-senior-hezbollah-figure-in-car-bombing/2015/01/30/ebb88682-968a-11e4-8005-1924ede3e54a_story.html
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/u-s-israel-intelligence-collaboration
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/stuxnet-was-work-of-us-and-israeli-experts-officials-say/2012/06/01/gJQAlnEy6U_story.html
https://jinsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/JINSA-MDP-Report.pdf
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/article-760079
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/12/20/united-states-israel-allies-formal-defense-treaty-trump-netanyahu/
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/special-message-the-congress-regarding-united-states-policy-for-the-defense-formosa
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/chin001.asp
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1977-80v13/d171
https://www.spiegel.de/international/world/nato-expansion-defeat-france-and-germany-thwart-bush-s-plans-a-545078.html

Putin has moved against Georgia and Ukraine yet
kept his hands off the Baltics and Poland. He covets
all of these territories. But the Balts and Poland are
NATO members; Ukraine and Georgia are not And

so, rather than deterring a war of aggression as a
NATO member, Ukraine has been forced to wage a
war of self-defense as a NATO aspirant.

Reality Yet with all that said, with the specificity of
the |l etter of the | aw as
men and women who write the law T senatorsand
representativesi r out i nel vy

a

Ukr ai nealliési fino uarrai walsraelda |l oi uers
fisupportof our al | i e sroiidmg Sug-r a e
port for our allies T specifically right now: Ukraine,

| srael and Taiwan. o

The same goes for executive branch officials pres-
idents, ambassadorg Pentagon administrators and
top White House aidesi whotalkabout t he
support our
bust relationship that exists between the United

States and our adxprassesgpportn |
Afor our all iagetihnatl sirsatealn,d

our allies in Ukraine, Israel and Taiwan is a moral
i mperati wesapwhot for

friend and democratic al

Y
Those wordsi and
tions in support of Israel, Ukraine, and Taiwani un-
derscore that not every ally has entered into a formal
defense treaty with the United States. Nat i on s
gaged in a common mil
acknowledges, also could be considered allies In
fact, some of those nationslive upt o t he
far better than nations that enjoy the protection and
benefits of a mutual-defense alliance with the United

States, as Americans are reminded
from time to time.
Russia, Iran, China,and t heir proxies

main adversaries. Thankf ul | y, u.S. t
gaging Russian mercenaries and soldiers in the mud
of eastern Ukraine, or conducting counterterror
raids in the hellscape of Gaza, or manning the air and
coastal defenses of Taiwan But Ukrainian, Israeli,
and Taiwanese troops are undeniably confronting
these enemiesi our common enemies. As such, they
are fiengaged in a common
United States. The more successful they are, the less
likely it is that U.S. troops will have to fight those en-
emies directly. And t h a ardisg amdhhglp-
ing these nationsi whether we label them Allies, al-
lies, associated powers, friends, security partners or
all of the above’ is in the national interest.

t allekin abo

m

THIRSTY THURSDAY

Back by popular demand, Thirsty Thursday will
be going on at the Spring NEC meeting. For
those of you who went last year, this was a great
night for everyone to get together and just relax,
sing a couple of songs, have a few beverages,

and just have a real good time. The AMVETS fao-

cility is first class, and the service is top notch.

Below is the information on the AMVETS. Who
wouldn't want to drive @ or 10 hours, get up at
3:00 AM to get a flight or travel 1,000 miles
to Indy and hang out with Cliff Smith for the even-

n «ing. Well, | guess that is about the most stupid
al | idesribéfint hUek rraostatement to make (just me being me).

Seriously, last year we had about fifty SAL mem-
bers attend. If you have some new people com-

A UK ring out for the first time, this is a great way to

infroduce them to people from all over the coun-

Amer i cadifful aco me t Iry- For most of us, Thursday is the only night to

let the hair down and cut a little loose, because
starting Friday morning up to Sunday, there is a

_ A |ot of serious business to take care of.
itary

t i t |Hope to see many of you there.

Thursday, May 2, 2024
Post opens at noon, DJ at 7:00 p.m.

AMVETS 99 Louie V Hider
2840 Lafayette Rd.
Indianapolis, IN 46222
Phone: (317) 923-9403

Food will be available for purchase

t

"
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https://www.kxxv.com/news/in-depth/in-depth-leaders-from-texas-speak-out-after-russias-attack-on-ukraine
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/dem/release/chair-cardin-speaks-in-support-of-ukraine-urges-passage-of-national-security-supplemental
https://lucas.house.gov/posts/lucas-bill-to-hold-china-accountable-passes
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sen-cruz-delivers-address-on-war-in-israel
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/video-capito-stands-in-support-of-israel-calls-out-bidens-weakness-in-middle-east
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/video-capito-stands-in-support-of-israel-calls-out-bidens-weakness-in-middle-east
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/11/trump-envoy-blocks-ex-palestinian-pm-from-un-job-to-support-israel
https://www.ausa.org/news/ukraine-lessons-inform-army-capabilities-development
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2014/07/28/press-briefing-press-secretary-josh-earnest-and-deputy-national-security
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2023/10/17/press-gaggle-by-press-secretary-karine-jean-pierre-and-nsc-coordinator-for-strategic-communications-john-kirby-en-route-tel-aviv-israel/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/03/06/politics/nikki-haley-2024-presidential-race/index.html
https://cw39.com/news/nationworld/russia-and-ukraine-conflict/former-president-bush-on-russia-and-ukraine-conflict/
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-beijing-u-s-news-alex-azar-international-news-5af2dab4fd701e38918b7ff85889b058
https://www.army.mil/article/15056/ukrainians_complete_mission_in_iraq
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2213&context=parameters
https://www.upi.com/Archives/1986/04/15/France-which-refused-to-allow-US-warplanes-to-cross/9898513925200/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/what-is-us-congress-9534-billion-security-aid-bill-2024-02-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/what-is-us-congress-9534-billion-security-aid-bill-2024-02-12/

Detachment Commander Keith Barves

* X

Tossed Salad - Pasta: Penne w/
Vodka Sauce - Entrees: Prime
Rib, Broiled Salmon, Chicken
Marsala Sheet Cake, Coffee,
Tea, Capuchino & Espresso,
Beer/ Ice Tea (@ the bar

CASH BAR for Mixed drinks

RESERVATIONS MANDATORY

Deadline for Ads. April 8th
Dinner deadline April 10th

Dinner reservations: Table fits 8

Name
Title
County
Contact Number

BE THE ONE

Testimonial divmer

* April 20, 2024 -Time: 1.00pm

The Graveliff

122 Woovachie Ave

Woovachie NJ

(GPS address 240 WMoovachie Ave)

$55.00 per person

RSVP to Debe Free
35 River Edge Road
Bergenfield NJ 07621 -
FREEMIDGET @ AOL.COM
201-9254389
Ad Book Boosters $1.00 per line
$2.00 Name & Title
(5.500 X 8.50 ) Full page ad $ 50.00
(4.x.5) Half Page ad $ 25.00

Quarter page ad (2 x 2) $20.00
PLEASE PRINT

Name.
Title.
Post/Sq/ Unit#

County

Phone Numb

Email ad to Freemidget@aol.com
Include hard copy with check
payable to Keith Barnes
Campaign Fund

April Events at the NVMM

This April, join us as we celebrate the Month of the
Military Child . Witness inspiring events including

the Great North American Eclipse with viewing and
events on the NVMM Rooftop, get creative at
our Paint _and Sip class with Kristin Cronic, and
delve into the heroic adventures of the brave men
who piloted B-17s and B24s during World War Il .

FEATURED

Solar Eclipse Day on the Rooftop
Monday, April 8
Witness the awe-inspiring Great North American

Eclipse from the NVMM rooftop ! In partnership
with the NASA Solar System Ambassadors program,
we will have hands-on learning activities throughout
the Museum between the hours of 10 a.m.i 5 p.m.

REGISTER
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https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xNDA1XzE3Nzc4XzcxMjE&l=a0f848be-67e8-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Lookingahead%3AApril2024&utm_content=version_A&promo=

Paint and Sip with Kristin Cronic
Thursday, April11 | 6 p.m.

Paint and sip an adult beverage with friends as Kris-
tin Cronic, U.S. Navy Veteran, and artist, provides
instruction . Participants will draw inspiration from
our current exhibition, Lost Man Blues, in which
Jon Schueler, esteemed artist and WWII B-17 navi-
gator, captured the clouds and skies of Europe Ages
18+
REGISTER

Army Air  Forces Heavy Bombers
and Winning World War Il
Thursday, April 25 | 6:30 p.m.

Take a journey back in time and dive into the heroic
tales of the fearless men who flew the B17s and B
24s during World War 1. Join us as we unravel the
untol d
strategic bombing campaign with historians and c u-
rators of the National Museum of the United States
Air Force (NMUSAF) and the Air Force Research La-
boratory (AFRL) History Office.

REGISTER
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For God and Country
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2024 SAL Membership Report: April 4, 2024

2024 DET. | NEEDED TO MEET 2024 o

OF YEAR 2024

# |DETACHMENT YEAR END 90% TARGET ACTUAL é‘ND s || S o

GOAL 4/10/2024 MBRSHP ‘
1 |HAWAII 120 -23 131 109.17% 89.92
2 |LATIN AMERICA 33 -6 36 109.09% 59.38
3 [SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 -290 1,740 108.01% 89.67
4 |PUERTO RICO 156 -25 165 105.77% 98.04
5 [RHODE ISLAND 348 -36 349 100.29% 84.90
6 |FLORIDA 23,066 -2,265 23,024 99.82% 81.49
7 |WISCONSIN 4,398 -419 4,377 99.52% 86.87
8 [IDAHO 659 -61 654 99.24% 72.52
9 |FRANCE 168 -14 165 98.21% 85.54
10 |SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 -128 1,541 98.15% 80.82
11 |DIST OF COL 91 -6 88 96.70% 85.23
12 |CONNECTICUT 1,865 -123 1,801 96.57% 83.24
13 INEW MEXICO 1,582 -101 1,525 96.40% 74.48
14 [NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 -62 1,029 95.72% 85.31
15 |ARIZONA 8,595 -492 8,227 95.72% 77.59
16 |OREGON 1,534 -75 1,456 94.92% 77.49
17 |NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 -289 5713 94.79% 82.48
18 |MARYLAND 16,803 -786 15,909 94.68% 84.71
19 |IOWA 4,914 =222 4,645 94.53% 85.23
20 |ILLINOIS 13,716 -587 12,931 94.28% 85.92
21 |OHIO 31,690 -1,145 29,666 93.61% 85.03
22 |[NEW YORK 30,663 -994 28,591 93.24% 84.36
23 |MICHIGAN 26,236 -793 24,405 93.02% 82.19
24 |NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 -82 2,575 92.96% 74.87
25 |PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 -1,767 58,238 92.82% 85.23
26 |WYOMING 1,248 -22 1,145 91.75% 80.10
27 |WASHINGTON 2,682 -41 2,455 91.54% 71.13
28 |MINNESOTA 11,435 -160 10,451 91.39% 83.89
29 |INDIANA 37,244 -487 34,007 91.31% 83.18
30 [TEXAS 5,783 -73 5,278 91.27% 76.48
31 [NEBRASKA 6,992 -88 6,381 91.26% 86.08
32 |VIRGINIA 4,367 -49 3,979 91.12% 77.38
33 |MAINE 2,757 -23 2,504 90.82% 79.68
34 [VERMONT 3,920 -32 3,560 90.82% 83.55
35 |[KANSAS 6,055 -39 5,488 90.64% 82.49
36 |ALABAMA 2,100 -4 1,894 90.19% 777
37 |[TENNESSEE 1,792 -3 1,616 90.18% 73.61
38 |LOUISIANA 1,821 0 1,639 90.01% 82.09
39 |DELAWARE 2,596 2 2,334 89.91% 78.84
40 |MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 4,882 89.87% 79.50
41 |WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 16 2,318 89.39% 76.77
42 |INEW JERSEY 9,662 69 8,627 89.29% 79.14
43 |ALASKA 1,740 20 1,546 88.85% 72.63
44 |MISSISSIPPI 736 9 653 88.72% 75.96
45 |COLORADO 2,952 45 2,612 88.48% 74.43
46 |GEORGIA 4,887 82 4,316 88.32% 75.83
47 |CALIFORNIA 11,292 327 9,836 87.11% 73.72
48 |MISSOURI 3,337 127 2,876 86.19% 76.28
49 |ARKANSAS 406 16 349 85.96% 68.63
50 (UTAH 460 27 387 84.13% 72.26
51 [MONTANA 1,091 69 913 83.68% 78.25
52 ([OKLAHOMA 1,430 177 1,110 77.62% 63.10
53 [NEVADA 387 66 282 72.87% 61.46
54 |[KENTUCKY 2,399 461 1,698 70.78% 59.38
55 [PHILIPPINES 79 26 45 56.96% 54.43
Grand Totals: 382,111 -10,262 354,162 92.69% 82.18
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2024 SAL Regional Breakdown

Western Region - James R. Fischer, Sr. (CA)

Midwest Region - Terry A. Harris (KS)

Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
HAWAII 120 131 109.17% SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 1,740 108.01%
LATIN AMERICA 33 36 109.09% NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 1,029 95.72%
IDAHO 659 654 99.24% IOWA 4,914 4,645 94.53%
NEW MEXICO 1,582 1,525 96.40% NEBRASKA 6,992 6,381 91.26%
ARIZONA 8,595 8,227 95.72% KANSAS 6,055 5,488 90.64%
OREGON 1,534 1,456 94.92% MISSOURI 3,337 2,876 86.19%
WYOMING 1,248 1,145 91.75% OKLAHOMA 1,430 1,110 77.62%
WASHINGTON 2,682 2,455 91.54% Totals: 25,414 23,269 91.56%
ALASKA 1,740 1,546 88.85%
COLORADO 2,952 2,612 88.48%
CALIFORNIA 11,292 9,836 87.11% Northeast Region - John R. Cook (NH)
UTAH 460 387 84.13% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
MONTANA 1,091 913 83.68% RHODE ISLAND 348 349 100.29%
NEVADA 387 282 72.87% FRANCE 168 165 98.21%
PHILIPPINES 79 45 56.96% DIST OF COL 91 88 96.70%
Totals: 34,454 31,250 90.70% CONNECTICUT 1,865 1,801 96.57%
NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 5,713 94.79%
MARYLAND 16,803 15,909 94.68%
Southeast Region - Linwood A. Moore (VA) NEW YORK 30,663 | 28,591 93.24%
Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 58,238 92.82%
PUERTO RICO 156 165 105.77% MAINE 2,757 2,504 90.82%
FLORIDA 23,066 23,024 99.82% VERMONT 3,920 3,560 90.82%
SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 1,541 98.15% DELAWARE 2,596 2,334 89.91%
NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 2,575 92.96% MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 4,882 89.87%
TEXAS 5,783 5,278 91.27% NEW JERSEY 9,662 8,627 89.29%
VIRGINIA 4,367 3,979 91.12% Totals: 143,078 132,761 92.79%
ALABAMA 2,100 1,894 90.19%
TENNESSEE 1,792 1,616 90.18%
LOUISIANA 1,821 1,639 90.01% Central Region - Robert L. Bristo (MN)
MISSISSIPPI 736 653 88.72% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
GEORGIA 4,887 4,316 88.32% WISCONSIN 4,398 4,377 99.52%
ARKANSAS 406 349 85.96% ILLINOIS 13,716 12,931 94.28%
Totals: 49,454 47,029 95.10% OHIO 31,690 29,666 93.61%
MICHIGAN 26,236 24,405 93.02%
z MINNESOTA 11,435 10,451 91.39%
% INDIANA 37,244 34,007 91.31%
R _— - é@ WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 2,318 89.39%
_ L a L g KENTUCKY 2,399 1,698 70.78%
- T . 8 Totals: 129,711 119,853 92.40%
- vV C VAT | ey Y :
QUICKLY AND EASILY RENEW ONLINE
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
SONS OF THE
LEGION
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UbhWN -

UbhWN -

U WN -

UbhOWN -

04/04/24

Quota

Southeast 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 49,454 47,029 (2,425)] 95.10% 462
Northeast 1, 4, 5, 6,7, 8 143,078 132,761 (10,317)] 92.79% 749
Central 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 129,711 119,853 (9,858)[ 92.40% 1,111
Midwest 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 25,414 23,269 (2,145)] 91.56% 212
Western 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 34,454 31,250 (3,204)| 90.70% 348
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 382,111 | 354,162 (27,949)| 92.69% 2,882
04/04/24
d a a a Q s 0
Deta Cl
o Quota o Da Da
Wisconsin 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 4,398 4,377 (21) 99.52% 12 7
Illinois 1,2,3,5,6,7,8 13,716 12,931 (785) 94.28% 195 20f 85.92%
Ohio 1,3,4,5,6,7,8 31,690 29,666 (2,024) 93.61% 351 21| 85.03%

Michigan 1,3, 4,5,6,7,8

TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8

04/04/24
S A Actual Needed P - | National Renewal Quota 105%
el clua for Quota ercen NCredse  Rank Rate Date Date
1
3 2
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8
04/04/24
d a a a Quota 0
O & ofa R . Da Da
4

TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8
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