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CONGRATULATIONS to the Detachment of 
Iowa for being the first Detachment in the 
Central to hit quota!  The April 2, 2020 Nation-
al Membership Report shows Iowa with 4,384 
members paid for 100.206%.  These numbers will 
increase for Iowa, as will the Detachment’s Renewal 
number, where Iowa has 3.887 renewed for 87.31%.  
You should be very proud of your accomplishments 
thus far.  Who’s next?   
 

Please remember the Central 
Region Challenge Date of 
100% membership on May 1.   
After seeing the April 2 re-
port, I am VERY confident 

that we will have many Detachments hit this mark.  
Let’s take care of business.  Who’s next?   
 
I also wanted to make sure that each Detachment 
was aware of the Triple Nickel Award.  The criteria 
are to have 105% Quota, Charter 5 new Squadrons 
in your Detachment, and have a Renewal Rate of 
85% or higher. 
 
This is something that is achievable, we just have to 
work for it.  Are you up to the challenge?  Don’t wait 
to see who hits these target and challenge dates by 
reading a report.   Make sure it’s your Detachment.  
Ask your Membership Chairmen how you can help.  
Let’s really step up our renewals while performing 
our SAL Buddy Checks!  Who’s next?  
 

 

 
 
Something we need to continue to discuss is 
MySAL.  Under the current circumstances, MySAL 
is the perfect way to get our membership transmit-
ted to National Headquarters.  Detachment of Min-
nesota Adjutant Dennis Henkemeyer put it quite 
simply, “Now is the right time for your squadron to 
start processing membership online.  It is simple to 
do and guarantees that your renewals and new 
members will be handled in about a 9-day process.” 
 
I couldn’t agree more.  We need to embrace this 
new tool we have, and we need to put it to work.  I 
use it and I love how easy it is, how fast it is, and 
the reports I can run.  EVERYONE who can, should 
get their account set-up, try it, and then make their 
decision.  I am quite confident that once you use it a 
couple times you will look in the mirror and ask 
yourself why you waited so long to give it a try. 
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As always, please do not hesitate to contact Doc 
Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
 

Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership 

Committee 
Central Region Chairman 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 

#SALSTRONG 

 
 
 

Detachment Membership Standings 
as of April 2, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

IA Q *^ 4,375 4,384 100.206% 

WI*^ 3,744 3,722 99.412% 

OH 31,133 27.893 89.593% 

IL 14,546 12,741 87.591% 

MI 24,083 20,955 87.012% 

MN 11,748 10,123 86.168% 

IN 39,364 33,547 85.223% 

MO 3,705 2,376 61.130% 

TOTALS 132,698 112,902 85.082% 
Q = QUOTA – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 
^ = Met April 1 Central Region Challenge of 95% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of April 2, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern 42,763 38,645 90.370% 

Western 26,395 23,324 88.365% 

Central 132,698 115,741 87.221% 

Midwest 30,366 26,254 86.459% 

Eastern 146,273 126,438 86.440% 

TOTALS 378,495 330,402 87.294% 
9,788 ahead of last year 

 
 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90%  ✓ 
APRIL 1   95%   ✓ 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 

 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of March 30, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 3,887 87.31% 

OH 30,456 25,849 84.87% 

WI 3,945 3,286 83.30% 

MN 11,565 9,371 81.03% 

IL 14,431 11,564 80.13% 

MI 24,126 18,268 75.72% 

IN 38,876 30,431 72.28% 

MO 3,485 2,183 62.64% 

TOTALS 131,336 104,839 79.83% 
 
 
 

 

National Renewal Rates 
as of March 30, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 104,839 79.83% 

Eastern 144,840 115,546 79.76% 

Midwest 29,920 23,026 76.94% 

Southern 42,858 32,757 76.40% 

Western 26,524 19,370 73.01% 

TOTALS 375,540 295,538 79.76% 

 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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The Central Region remains in Third Place 
nationally as of April 2, 2020 with 87.221%.  
Keep up the outstanding work! 
 

 
 
The Central Region holds First Place as of 
the March 30, 2020 Renewal Report.  This 
number represents 79.83%.  Who’s next? 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

April 8, 2020 

90% 
 

 

 
 

 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 

Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition ✓ Thanks 
Illinois  February 2 edition ✓ Thanks 
Missouri February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition 
Michigan February 23 edition ✓ Thanks 
Indiana March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition 
Minnesota March 15 edition 
 

There’s still time if you didn’t have your 
Detachment feature published yet!!! 

 

 
 
 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
Online Meeting 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds its 
monthly Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of 
each month.  It is important that we get the mes-
sage out to as many Membership Chairmen as pos-
sible.  Please share this with your District and 
Squadron leadership and ask them to join us. 

 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr


4 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up – April 5, 2020 

From the 
Legislative Commission 

 
 
This information is provided by the Legislative 
Commission and is intended to be shared within 
the organization. 
 

Tom 

Thomas Deal, Chairman 
SAL National Legislative Commission 
Sons of The American Legion 
 
 
Bcc:       Legislative Commission Members 
               Legislative Commission Liaison Committee 
Members 
  
Attached is the Legislative Weekly Status Updates 
for week ending Friday, April 3, 2020. 
  
https://www.legion.org/legislative 
  
News Center 
https://www.legion.org/news 
  
Headlines 
https://www.legion.org/headlines 
 
Respectfully, 
Nettie W. Williams 
Nettie Williams 
Executive Assistant to the Executive Director 
The American Legion HQ – Washington, DC 
Government & Veterans Affairs 
Office: (202) 263-5741 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/legislative
https://www.legion.org/news
https://www.legion.org/headlines
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From the 
Child Welfare Foundation 

 
  
There will be no new CWF report until May.  The 
state of Indiana is currently under a “stay at home 
order.”  Once restrictions have been lifted, I will 
resume sending out the CWF report. 
  
Stay safe and well. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Stacy Cope, Youth Welfare Program Manager 
Americanism Division 
317-630-1323 Fax 317-630-1377 
scope@legion.org 
 

 
 

 

mailto:scope@legion.org
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  This section is for sharing information from government 
and health officials related to COVID-19.  It is not intended to be a directive 
from The American Legion or Sons of The American Legion, unless other-
wise noted by National Headquarters.  Please follow the instructions from 
officials in your area. 

 
The American Legion has created an information 
center for updates related to COVID-19.  Please 
click the link regularly for updates. 
 
https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus 

 
All Concerned, 
  

I wanted to take a moment to reflect and give 

words of encouragement as we go into the week-

end.  I first would like to say that your headquar-

ters staff is working remotely with full capabilities 

as if we are in the office (phone, email, report-

ing.)  It may take a little longer to complete cer-

tain tasks, but nonetheless, everything can be 

completed.  

  

I also wanted to state that it is during the trying 

times where we, as a country and an organiza-

tion, are at our best.  We make an extra effort to 

look after one another, we check on members of 

our communities, and see to their needs.  At the 

VA, many volunteer for VAVS, but your post, 

needs volunteers to perform "Buddy Checks." 

Now more than any other time, we should make 

the extra effort to check on our fellow SAL mem-

bers and Legionnaires.  Though these are all very 

important, it is also essential to keep up with 

post/squadron administration tasks.  For exam-

ple; membership transmittals, now that they can 

be done online for most detachments.  Member-

ship processing becomes a much simpler and 

safer task with having the ability to complete 

transmittals you're your home. The world may 

have stopped for a moment; our post and squad-

ron needs have not if your detachment does not 

have membership transmittal capability talk to 

your department leadership and request the ca-

pability.  The SAL membership is on record to 

surpass last year, let's keep up the pace to get 

over the hump.  

  
Please stay safe and healthy.  Wash your hands 

and face regularly and check on your members.  

Pick a battle buddy and make it a point to check 

on each other a few times a week.  Reach out to 

those you have not heard from in a while.  

  

The HQ staff and I are here for you in the event 

you need anything from us.  

  
On a separate note, if your squadron or members 

are doing something above and beyond, take a 

few pictures and write a short story about it. For-

ward it to me and post to legiontown.org.  Your 

stories and actions are a beacon of hope for oth-

ers around the country.  They also provide ideas 

on how to serve your community best.            

 

Regards, 

Ken A. George 

Member Engagement Coordinator 
National SAL & ALR Liaison 

NALC Alumni – Class of 2016 

Phone 317.630.1376 | Fax 317.655.1509 

www.legion.org 

Veterans Strengthening America 

 

Let’s Be Proactive! 
 

Here is a list of things your 
Post might want to consider 
helping with your finances 
while your Post is closed.  
Some may be feasible for your 
Post and some may not, but 
we need to get creative to 
lessen the burden on our 
Posts while on shut down. 
 
These are just a few sugges-

tions.  Please remember you may have to wait on 
the phone; there are lots of people calling.  Be cour-
teous and be sure even if they can’t help you thank 
them for their time and help.  Be sure that your 
Post Officers know what you are trying to do.  I do 
suggest, if possible, that the Post Finance Officer 
call as he/she has all the records and account num-
bers.  I also suggest that you get the name of the 
person you are talking to and make a [written] rec-
ord of it. 
 
1. If your Post has a mortgage call them and see 

what arrangements, if any, can be made if you 
can’t make your payment on time.  They may 
work with you to wave late fees and penalties. 

2. Contact your cable provider and ask to be shut 
off until you reopen.  Example: DIRECTV® will 
put your service on hold for six months without 

https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus
http://legiontown.org/
http://www.legion.org/
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charge.  When you reopen you just need to call 
to reinstate service. 

3. Contact your water and sewer provider.  Ask 
them to turn your water off.  Have them do it at 
the street.  You will need to contact them to turn 
back on and see what you will need to do to 
flush out your water lines. 

4. Phone service – example Cincinnati Bell will 
not charge for two months. 

5. Unplug any unnecessary plugs.  Example: juke 
box, games, etc. even when not in use they are 
still adding to your electric bill. 

6. Contact your insurance carrier to see if there are 
any coverages you can suspend while on shut 
down, i.e.: liquor liability insurance. 

7. Trash removal – contact your trash removal 
company and ask to suspend service until you 
reopen. 

8. Turn your thermostat down.  I wouldn’t suggest 
turning off your heat but turn in down to a level 
where it is safe for your Post. 

9. Subscription services – if your Post uses a sub-
scription service of Wi-Fi, Netflix®, Hulu®, 
sports applications, or any subscription services 
your Post or Canteen ay be using, either call or 
log in to your account to cancel or suspend the 
service. 

10. The President has implemented an extension of 
filing taxes.  You may want to work with munic-
ipalities and cities to get those filings extended 
as well. 

 
Jean Wilson, First Vice-Commander 
The American Legion 
Department of Ohio 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
© Tami Brown 
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The federal government has 
made COVID-19 resources 

available by visiting 
www.coronavirus.gov 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.coronavirus.gov/
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Gentlemen, 
  
The Department of Veterans Affairs has passed 
along information from the Office of Mental Health 
& Suicide Prevention, about their ongoing efforts to 
end Veteran suicide, which is an especially growing 
concern right now.  Message excerpts are as fol-
lows: 
 

“We continue to work on finalizing the PREVENTS 
Roadmap, recently issued under Executive Order, 
and begin implementation steps in anticipation of 
the launch.  Although our official launch has been 
delayed, our work continues. Indeed, the pandemic 
has created an urgent need for PREVENTS, and 
we need your help. 
  
We are already seeing an increase in calls to the 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline and the Veterans Crisis 
Line – and we are anticipating an overall increase 
in mental health challenges. We must encourage 
all Americans to pay attention to their emotional 
well-being and the well-being of their loved ones.  
This is as necessary as are other prevention tips 
during this time of crisis, such as washing hands. 
  
To that end, we have created a messaging cam-
paign specifically in response to the COVID 19 cri-
sis called, More Than Ever Before. This campaign 
is designed to help people deal with the stress and 
anxiety caused by the pandemic by encouraging 
them to care for their mental health – and support 
those they love – every day.  We are providing in-
formation, tips and resources to help people man-
age their stress - and to help them reach others 
who are vulnerable. Our goal is to improve overall 
mental health during this challenging time while 
preventing emotional suffering and the potential 
spike in suicides.” 
  
As we are all partners in this endeavor, please read 
and share the attached Tool Kit as you feel appro-
priate. 
  
Gabe Cinquegrana, 
National VAVS Representative 
Sons of The American Legion 
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