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Rusty Myers | March 16, 2026 
photos courtesy 

Sons of The American Legion Squadron 105 
Belleville, NJ  

 

James J. Peters VA Medical Center, The Bronx, 
NY ï For the fifth year in a row, Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion (SAL) Squadron 105 of Belleville, NJ 
made a donation to the Fisher House Foundation 
ï this the largest yet with a $3,500 donation .  A 
portion of the donation was presented in person 
at the Fisher House at  James J. Peters VA Medi-
cal Center in the Bronx, which is the closest loca-
tion to the squadronôs home post. 
 
The proceeds funding the donation come from an 
annual raffle held by the Squadron, which starts 
in November and ends in February.  That raffle, 
plus a donation from the squadronôs own funds, 
brings the total raised for the Fisher House Foun-
dation by ñthe 105ò since 2019 to over $10,000.  

This all started with a $500 donation five years 
ago, at a time when the squadron was rebuilding . 
 

ñé it is always our number one 
charity, and always will be,ò 
stated SAL 105 Commander 
Steve Sangemino, ñéwe build it 
bigger and better every year.ò  
 
Fisher House builds comfort 
homes where military and vet-
eranôs families can stay free of 
charge, while a loved one is in 
the hospital .  These homes are 
located at military and VA 
medical centers around the 
world .  Fisher Houses have up 
to 21 suites, with private bed-
rooms and baths.  Families 
share a common kitchen, laun-
dry facilities, a warm dining 
room, and an inviting living 
room.  These facilities are actu-

ally built on VA property and are available to the 
veteran and their family for as long as they are 
getting care, at no cost ï so their stay can range 
from a few days, to weeks, to months.  
 
ñThe families can focus on their loved oneôs care, 
and the veterans have their family by their side 
during t his time of need and assistance,ò noted 
Bronx Fisher House Assistant Manager Michael 
Vahoviak.  ñAfter all, a familyôs love is the best 
medicine.ò 
 
 

see DONATION page 11 
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Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. ñJRò Hall Jr. , National Commander  
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

 
 

Richard Higgins, one of the last  
remaining survivors of  

Pearl Harbor attack, dies at 102  
Jonathan Limehouse | USA Today 

0:51  
Over 2,000 people died dur-
ing the Japanese surprise at-
tack on Pearl Harbor and 
Richard C. Higgins, one of the 
last remaining survivors who 
witnessed that tragic day un-
fold, recently passed away at 
the age of 102. 
 
Higgins died of natural 
causes on Tuesday, Angela 
Norton, his granddaughter, 

told the  New York Times. The veteran died at Norton's 
home in Bend, Oregon where he had been living, she 
told the outlet.  
 
On an Instagram page named @quaran-
tine_chats_with_gramps , Higgins would relive his 
time as a radioman stationed at the Pearl Harbor na-
val base on Dec. 7, 1941.  On that day, 2,403 U.S. per-
sonnel, including 68 civilians, were killed by the 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
https://www.usatoday.com/staff/72572974007/jonathan-limehouse/
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/pearl-harbor-fact-sheet-1.pdf
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/pearl-harbor-fact-sheet-1.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/21/us/richard-higgins-dead.html?login=email&auth=login-email
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
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airstrike ultimately leading to the country declaring 
war on Japan, according to the National WWII Mu-
seum. 
 
In the Instagram post from May 11, 2020, Higgins 
talks about how explosions of the bombs going off "all 
around" woke him up the day of the attack and how 
the first bomb hit the parking area and then a hangar. 
"I got on some shoes and pants and headed down for 
the hangar," Higgins recalled when he first woke up. 
 
Higgins 'moved planes away from ones that were on 
fire' during the Pearl Harbor attack  
 
U.S. Marines held Higgins back during the first wave 
of the attack, the veteran said.  Once the Marines let 
Higgins go, he then pushed planes away from each 
other as bombs dropped around him and gasoline 
hovered over his head during the second wave of the 
attack. 
 
ñI was moving planes away from ones that were on 
fire, because when the tanks exploded, they threw 
burning gas on the others,ò he said. 
 
Higgins "tried to get things squared away in the 
hangar area" for the remainder of the day, the veteran 
said in the social media post. 
 
The radioman recalled not returning to his barracks 
for three days.  During that time, he slept on a cot at 
the plane hangar and worked on ñtrying to get planes 
back into commission," according to the Instagram 
post. 
 
Higgins also described his experience in a 2008 inter-
view with the National Museum of the Pacific War .  
During the interview, he recalled jumping out of his 
bunk, running over to the edge of the lanai (the name 
for a covered porch in Hawaii) and seeing a plane fly 
right over his barracks. 
 
The plane had ñbig red meatballs on it,ò Higgins said, 
about Japanôs rising sun insignia, 
 
"There was no doubt what was happening in my 
mind," he said. 
 
Higgins was born on a farm near Magnum, Oklahoma 
on July 24, 1921, according to the oral history inter-
view with the National Museum of the Pacific War .  In 
an Instagram post shared April 16, 2020, Higgins 
talks about living through the severe dust storms dur-
ing the Dust Bowl in the 1930s and the Great Depres-
sion from 1929-1939. 

The veteran described how dust and sand would 
darken the town and streetlights wouldn't switch on 
until the middle of the day, according to the social me-
dia post.  He also recalled his father borrowing money 
to keep the farm animals fed. 
 
ñIt was what you might call slim pickings,ò Higgins 
said about living through the Great Depression. 
 

Before joining the Navy in 
1939, Higgins's first gig 
was at a woman's hat fac-
tory, according to the oral 
history interview .  The 
U.S. Army didn't come 
into the picture until he 
heard an ad on the radio, 
so he bypassed his initial 
plan to go to radio and tel-
evision school in Kansas 
City, to go into the Navy 

and train to become an aviation mechanic at the time, 
the veteran said in the interview. 
 
"The tuition for that was $300, and I never acquired 
$300, and plus I would have to live also, so I joined 
the Navy," Higgins said. 
 
While stationed at Pearl Habor, Higgins went out on a 
patrol mission in mid -October 1941, but when he re-
turned to base, the Japanese had attacked, he said in 
the oral history interview .  On the morning of the air-
strike, Higgins said the seaplane he returned to the 
base in was gone and replaced by a crater 7 feet deep 
and 20 feet across. 
 
'Gramps went home,' Instagram account says a post 
was shared on the @quarantine_chats_with_gramps 
Instagram on March 19 announcing Higgins' passing. 
 
"Gramps went home to be with Jesus this morning," 
the post said.  "He was a humble, generous, funny and 
loving husband, father, grandfather, great grandfa-
ther and friend .  This community has celebrated and 
honored him,  and we are forever grateful for the im-
pact he has made on all of us.  At 102 years old, we 
have lost a precious part of history but because of his 
belief in Jesus we know that this is not the end.  We 
canôt wait to see you again.  Always and forever, we 
love you, Gramps." 
 
After retiring from the Navy in 1959, Higgins worked 
as an aeronautics engineer, the New York Times re-
ported.  He married Winnie Ruth in 1944 while sta-
tioned in Florida, according to the outlet .  Ruth passed 
away in 2004 at the age of 82. 

https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/pearl-harbor-fact-sheet-1.pdf
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/pearl-harbor-fact-sheet-1.pdf
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Higgins is survived by a son, a daughter, two grand-
children and four great -grandchildren, Norton told 
the New York Times. 
 
ñHe never thought that he was a hero; the heroes were 
those who didnôt come home,ò Norton said.  ñBut he 
wanted to make sure their stories continue to be told, 
and we remember what an incredible country we live 
in and what sacrifices they made for us to have our 
freedoms.ò 
 
Jonathan Limehouse covers breaking and trending news for USA 
TODAY.  Reach him at JLimehouse@gannett.com. 

 

Cosmo D. DeBartolo  
Boardman, Ohio ï Cosmo D. 
DeBartolo entered the presence 
of his heavenly Father, Friday, 
March 15, 2024, just one week 
shy of his 100th birthday.  
 
Cosmo D. DeBartolo was born 
March 22, 1924, in Youngstown, 
at the family home on McGuffey 
Road, a son of the late Jack and 
Grace (Sassanelli) DeBartolo.  
He graduated from South High 

School in 1942.  He willingly served his country, join-
ing the United States Army, serving during World War 
II with the 882 Airborne Engineers Aviation Battalion 
in the Pacific Theater, reaching the rank of First Ser-
geant, as well as holding the position of Chaplainôs as-
sistant .  He returned from the war and married the 
lovely Loretta Buccilli, the angel and helpmate of his 
life .  They enjoyed a long, productive life together for 
75 years as Boardman residents. 
 
After studying and teaching carpentry apprenticeship, 
Mr. DeBartolo established and owned Youngstown 
Standard Construction Co., working as a general Con-
tractor, builder, and developer throughout the valley .  
He contributed to Youngstownôs thriving Subdivisions 
and businesses, retiring in 1995. 
 
In addition to being a businessman, he was a devoted 
layman in the church, serving as a worship leader, so-
loist, and adult Sunday School teacher for 55 years, 35 
of those years at Calvary Assembly of God in Board-
man.  (presently Bridge of Hope) In the recent years, 
he was a member of Highway Tabernacle. In these lay-
man capacities, he invested in countless lives, build-
ing their Christian walk of faith .  He was truly a mighty 
warrior of God.  
 
In addition to the church leadership, Mr.  DeBartolo 
brought the organization of the Full Gospel 

Businessmenôs Fellowship International to Youngs-
town, establishing the local chapter, serving as presi-
dent and International Director, ministering to this 
valley for 30 years. 
 
Mr.  DeBartoloôs love for the Word of God kept him 
continually studying and earned him a diploma in 
Biblical Studies at Liberty University in Lynchburg, 
Va., in 1996. 
 
His other endeavors included: International Director 
with the International Fellowship of Christian Busi-
nessmen (IFCB); President of Service Men Christian 
Legion; Charter member of Light for the Lost; and ac-
tive member of several organizations, including 
Youngstown Chamber of Commerce, Home Builders 
and Remodelers Association (HBA), and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW). 
 
Mr. DeBartoloôs influence literally crossed the globe 
with his mentorship and evangelism .  He was also 
known and loved as a beloved husband, brother, fa-
ther, father -in-law, grandfather, and great-grandfa-
ther, and will be greatly missed by all. 
 
He leaves behind to cherish his memory, his children, 
Cosmo Kenneth DeBartolo of Houston, Karen Lyn 
(Bill) Fisher of Boardman; two grandchildren, Jordan 
Cosmo DeBartolo of Boardman, Tamara DeBartolo 
Fator (Charles) of Houston; two great-grandchildren, 
Caleb, and Brityn Fator; two step -grandsons Greg Val-
ley of Houston, Brian Valley (Lacey and baby Lynley) 
of Washington State; and one brother, Jack DeBartolo 
Jr. (Patsy) of Phoenix; and brother-in-law Richard 
McDaniel, and many nieces and nephews. 
 
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife, the former Loretta Buccilli, who 
passed away November 22, 2021; one brother Frank 
(Anne) DeBartolo; and three sisters Dorthy (Ernie) 
Bernard, Antoinette (Samuel) Fortunato (Donald) 
Flood, and Eleanor (Richard) McDaniel.  
 
The family would like to thank Caprice Health Care 
Center in North Lima for the compassionate and kind 
care Cosmo received during his last months of life. 
 
If so desired, donations can be made to the Missions 
Department of Highway Tabernacle, 3000 S. Raccoon 
Rd., Youngstown, OH 44515. 
 
Friends will be received from 2 until 3:45 p.m. on Sat-
urday, March 23, 2024, at the Highway Tabernacle 
Church, followed immediately by a funeral service be-
ginning at 4 p.m. Military honors will then be ren-
dered for his service to our country at the end of the 

mailto:JLimehouse@gannett.com
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service, with a dinner following .  He will be laid to rest 
with his wife at Forest Lawn Memorial Park on Mon-
day morning.  
 
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Davis-
Becker Funeral Home in Boardman. Please visit 
www.beckerobits.com to send the family condolences. 
 
Joseph R. Kreidler  

North Lima, OH ï Joseph 
R. Kreidler, 96, passed 
away Wednesday morn-
ing, March 13, 2024, at his 
home surrounded by loved 
ones.  
  
He was born August 2, 
1927 to German immi-
grant parents, Kate (Merk) 
and Joseph Kreidler in 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

 
He lived all his life in the North Lima area until mov-
ing to Northridge Gracious Living Retirement Com-
munity in Fishers, Indiana in 2021 to be close to step-
daughter, Linda Sovacool. 
 
When he started first grade, he spoke only German 
and did not know the English language.  He was a 1945 
graduate of North  Lima High  School and attended 
Ohio State University and Youngstown State Univer-
sity. 
 
He was a Staff Sergeant in the Army of Occupation in 
the Finance Office during the Second World War for 
three years, stationed in Germany. 
 
His lifetime career was in the construction business.  
He was CEO, President, and Treasurer of Kreidler 
Construction Company of Poland, Ohio, until his re-
tirement in 2004 .  He had been a member for over 50 
years of the Youngstown Brick Layers Local #8 of 
Eastern Ohio and a member of the Builders Associa-
tion of Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania. 
 
He was a member of Good Hope Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in North Lima and served on the church coun-
cil and various offices. 
 
He was an honorary lifetime member of the Beaver 
Township Ruritan Club, having 18 years of perfect at-
tendance and served in several offices of the club. 
 
He enjoyed traveling with his wife to over 43 countries 
around the world and all of the 50 United States.  He 
enjoyed reading and daily walks in the various parks 

with Alice and their dogs.  He lived a full long life un-
selfishly devoted to his wife and family.   
 
He leaves his wife, the former Alice Mellinger, whom 
he married on October 15, 1965; four sons, Robert of 
Boardman, Ohio, James of Mantua, Ohio, Anthony 
(Jan) of Portsmouth, Virginia and David (Ken) of 
Houston, Texas; one daughter, Kelly (David) Dunlap 
of Columbiana, Ohio; three stepchildren, Gary Wei-
senberger of Las Vegas, Nevada, Alan (Kerri) Weisen-
berger of Garden Grove, California and Linda (Rob-
ert) Sovacool of Noblesville, Indiana; 16 grandchil-
dren, Toni Bayne, Honie (Tony) Latak, Katie Kreidler, 
Cara Suttles, Jamie Bosley, Joseph Kreidler, Stefan 
Kreidler, Matthew (Ashley) Kreidler, Jason (Saman-
tha) Kreidler, Bryan Dickens, Selah (Ken) Short, Kel-
sey Weisenberger, Jenna Weisenberger, Erika Sova-
cool, Kelly Sovacool and Kate Sovacool; 14 great-
grandchildr en; two great-great grandchildren and one 
brother, William of North Lima.   
 
He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters, 
Virginia (Norman) Razo and Gertrude (Gabriel) Bon-
ish and sister-in-law, Sandra Kreidler. 
 
The Kreidler Family would like to thank Suburban 
Hospice for the wonderful care they provided for Joe 
and so much help for Alice. 
 
Friends will be received at Davis-Becker Funeral 
Home, 8536 Market Street, Boardman, Ohio, on Fri-
day, March 22,  2024 from 5:00 ï 7:00 p.m. 
 
A funeral service will be held Saturday, March 23, 
2024, at the funeral home at 10:00 a.m., followed by 
entombment at Green Haven Memorial Gardens.   
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contribution may be 
made to Good Hope Lutheran Church, 12030 Market 
Street, North Lima, OH 44452, or to Suburban Hos-
pice by visiting www.hancockhealth.org/about/foun-
dation .  Select ñMake a Donation Today,ò then scroll 
down to ñDesignate Your Giftò and choose ñHospice 
Endowment Fundò in the drop down menu.  
 
To order memorial  trees or send flowers to the family 
in memory of Joseph R. Kreidler, please visit 
our flower  store. 
 

 

http://www.beckerobits.com/
https://www.wkbn.com/my-valley-tributes/high-schools/north-lima-high-school-obituaries/?ipid=obitshighschool
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https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/o/v2/trees/c42f7caa-2219-4e75-870e-13b48fc8a9eb
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/orders/v2/flowers/c42f7caa-2219-4e75-870e-13b48fc8a9eb
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Hello everyone! 
 
Itôs AAU basketball season, and Little League®  Base-
ball and American Legion Baseball will start in a few 
weeks.  With this in mind, you may not see Round-Up 
sent out early and may even be late on Sunday for the 
next few months. 
 
Keep the info coming in, and we will make sure to toot 
your horn and get your message out. 
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor  
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  
 

          
 

     
 

 
 

 

 
ñTo the World you may be ONE Person, but to ONE 
Person you may be the World!ò - Dr. Seuss 
 
ñBe the One!ò 
 
Yesterday, I attended the 95th Department of Illinois 
American Legion Auxiliary Patriotic Conference, 

where Americanism and National Security topics have 
been discussed and highlighted over the years. 
 
We heard from Brigadier General J. Martin Green on 
the readiness of the US Air National Guard's Air Mo-
bility Command of which there are three bases here in 
Illinois.   We heard from C.E.R.T. (Civil Emergency 
Response Teams) experts to discuss Civil Prepared-
ness.  We received a report from the Director of the Il-
linois Department of Veterans Affairs and also from 
the Director of ñALL4HOPE, Inc.ò pointing out that 
Veterans suicide has a ripple effect through their  fam-
ilies and our communities.   This fourth speaker gave 
me the inspiration for today's report.  
 
If you want or need a reason for why our membership 
in the Sons of The American Legion is so important; 
we need to look at it from all angles.  Yes, we help chil-
dren (CWF), we train future leaders (SAL University), 
we are setting up programs for our younger members 
(SAL Youth Academy), and we support our veter-
ans!  I urge each of you to take the S.A.V.E. training 
course, I urge each of you to reach out in your com-
munities to see what local programs you have for sui-
cide prevention, and I urge each of you to find one vet-
eran that you call every week just to see how they are 
doing!    
 
Did you know that SUICIDE is the #2 cause of death 
in the US for people aged 10 - 34?  Did you also know 
that four times as many Active Duty and post 9/11 vet-
erans have died by Suicide than in Combat? 
 
The American Legion's ñBe the ONEò initiative  will 
most likely and should become a permanent focus for 
the benefit and protection of our Veterans.  My broth-
ers, we can and should make this our focus as well. 
 
As a past National Chaplain and an ordained Elder in 
the Presbyterian Church I am reminded of the words 
of Presbyterian Pastor John Wesley (1703-1791): 
 
ñDo all the Good you can, By all the Means you can, In 
all the ways you can, in all the Places you can, At all 
the Times you can, To all the People you can, As Long 
as you can.ò 
 
ñBE THE ONEò 
 
Now for our numbers...  
 
Since my last report, the Central Region moved up an-
other 1.63% leaving us still in third place.  We are 
2.04% behind the Southeast Region and .31% behind 
the Northeast region.  We are still in front of the 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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Midwest region by 1.42% and 2.40% ahead of the 
Western Region.  Nationally the SAL sits at 90.33% 
with 22 detachments already at the 90% mark or 
above and another 29 detachments that have reached 
the 80% goal! 
 
The largest gain this week belongs to the Detachment 
of West Virginia with a big jump of 4.47% 
WOW!  They were followed by Illinois who climbed 
2.38%, another great gain!  These detachments were 
followed by Indiana (1.81%), Wisconsin (1.73%), 
Michigan (1.48%), and Ohio (1.28%).  The Central Re-
gion was closed out with Minnesota adding 0 .99% 
and Kentucky with 0.79%! 
 
John Wesley also said ... ñAn Ounce of LOVE is worth 
a Pound of Knowledge.ò 
 
ñIôm the ONE, Youôre the ONE, BE the ONE!ò 
 
For the Commander, ñBelieve and Succeedò 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Whatôs up Westside? 
 
They say picturing your destination is the first step to 
achieving something great.  I have pictured us in first 
place all year and you all are doing great!  It is time to 
shine and for us to start shooting to the top spot 
Westside. 
 
We are respectful.  We have fun.  We work hard and 
smart.  We do great things.  We communicate and lis-
ten.  We are helpful.  We stay positive.  We strive for 
excellence.  We are team.  Team Westside!  Thank you 
all for everything and all the work you do!  
 
This is a reminder to you all that the 2025 SAL Mem-
bership Card cut-off date is May 15, 2024, which is 
also the 100% Target Date.  The IT Production team 
will run the 2025 SAL Membership Cards extract on 
or around May 18, 2024.  Please transmit your SAL 
membership by the May 15, 2024, cut-off date to en-
sure that your membersô 2025 membership cards cor-
rectly reflect their continuous years.  
 
The Westside report.  We improved by 1.13%, cur-
rently  at 87.86% total from last report .  We are now 
5th in the nation and right behind Midwest Region by 
0.98%.  Boom, we keep getting closer.  Our next goal 
is to be at 90% by 4/10/24.  Amazing job Hawaii at 
109.17%, Idaho at 98.18%,  New Mexico at 
94.18%, Arizona at 93.93%, and Oregon at 92.89%.  
Coming on strong is Wyoming at 86.86%, Alaska at 
86.67%, Washington at 86.02%, Latin America at 
84.85%, Colorado at 84.82%, California at 83.78%, 
Utah at 83.48%, Montana at 82.86%, Nevada at 
72.35% and Philippines at 56.96%.  The only place 
success comes before work is in the dictionary. 
 
Whatever you do, always give 100%.  Unless youôre 
donating blood.  
 
Thanks again for everything you do for this great or-
ganization. 
 
For God and Country, 
 
Dan Ashley, 
Western Region Membership Chairman  

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
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If youõre a veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the 

Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support.  Dial 988 

then Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 

838255.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
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http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
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Donation  
continued from page 1 

 
Currently, the Foundation is building its 100th 
house in Atlanta. 
 
This year, the Sons of Belleville voted to donate 
$2,500 to the national foundation, to ñthe area of 
greatest needò - and $1,000 directly to the Bronx 
Fisher House.  To show the SAL members what 
they are raising money for, the squadron took a 
field trip for the first time last year across the 
Hudson to make the donation in person and tour 

the facility .  This year, there was a mix of mem-
bers who went last year and first-time visitors.  
 
SAL member William Chivil, a first time visitor, 
remarked that he ñé was struck by how accom-
modating and well planned the residence was; 
clearly designed with both veterans and their 
families in mind é.  Everything to make our vet-
erans feel right at home." 
 
From first rate kitchens  to laundry facilities, to 
dining and gathering rooms, Fisher House spares 
no expense building and furnishing  a home-
away-from -home for vets and their families .  
Right down to every detail ï the utensils and ap-
pliances, the lighting, the tilework , the artwork ï 
make these facilities top notch.  The SALôs even 
got a chance to see the outdoor patio space that 
they didnôt see last visit ï which got the Sonôs 
wheels turning about a return trip this summer to 
have a BBQ with those staying at the house. 
 

 
Squadron 105 Commander Steve Sangemino and Adjutant 
Rusty Myers. 

 
The Sons even had a chance to speak with Jessica 
Gasko of Scranton, PA, who was staying at the fa-
cility .  Her veteran boyfriend, with whom she was 
supposed to get married, was in a bad car acci-
dent in November, and was transferred to the 
Bronx in January.  As everyday life needs to go on, 
the two decided to get married right in the living 
room of the Bronx Fisher House a month later.  
 
Of the Fisher House, Gasko said that ñItôs helped 
with his mental health é this place allows us to 
bring normalcy back into our lives.ò 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
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Squadron 105 Commander Steve Sangemino and Fischer 
House Assistant Manager Michael Vahoviak. 

 
The visit most certainly reinforced why SAL 105 
raises money for such a worthy cause, as noted 
fist -time visitor SAL Kyle Brady when he said, ñI 
am happy to know that ours and all other dona-
tions, whether financial or physical, are helping 
support the veterans and their families in all 
Fisher House locations around the country.ò  
 
ñReceiving local support from all organizations  is 
greatly appreciated and so very important to the 
Fisher House,ò commented Fisher House Assis-
tant Manager Vahoviak after the tour he gave.  
ñWith their generous donations , we can provide 
and maintain the levels of comfort and essentials 
that are necessary to achieve the standard of sup-
port and care that we strive for.ò 
 
To find out how you can help the Fisher House, 
visit fisherhouse.org or follow Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion 105 on Facebook @SAL105NJ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Ridgeville (OH) Sons of the American Legion re-
cently made a donation of $1,000 to the Ridgeville 
Township Volunteer Fire Department .  Pictured are 
Wayne Lienau (left) of the Ridgeville Sons of the 
American Legion with Ridgeville Township Fire Chief 
Dan Benecke. 

submitted by Ridgeville Sons of the American Legion 
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to have a memberõs information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Chad Joseph Brittingham  

Chad Joseph 
Brittingham of 
Bethel passed 
away on March 
12, 2024.  Chad 
was born on 
Nov. 7, 1985 in 
Seaford, to Karl 

Brittingham 
and Laurie Hill Jones .  Chad grad-
uated from Laurel High School, and 
after graduation he enjoyed farm-
ing, fishing, hunting, golfing, wood-
working, and watching the Balti-
more Orioles and the 49ers.  Chad 
was a member of the Sons of the 
American Legion and attended 
ñThe Ark Church.ò  
 
Chadôs most important legacy was 
his family and he dearly enjoyed 
spending time with his daughter 
Kayla and his entire family .  Chad is 
survived by his mother, Laurie 
Jones and his step-dad, Glenn 
Jones; his father, Karl Brittingham; 
his loving wife, whom he married 
on Aug. 3, 2019, Liz Danny Her-
nandez; daughter, Kayla Britting-
ham; step-sons, Jhon Aguirre, Mi-
guel Aguirre; sisters, Amy Town-
send and Katie Mumford (Cliff); 
brother, Joshua Brittingham, step -
brother, Russell Jones (Casandra); 
nieces and nephews, Breanna, Car-
lie, Gabe, Owen, Julie, Isabella, 
Cole and Kai; several aunts, uncles, 
cousins and his favorite beloved 
dog ñCooperò also survive him.  
 
Chad was preceded in death by his 
paternal grandparents, Joann and 
Earl Brittingham, and his maternal 
grandparents, Bonnie, and Frankie 
Hill.  
 
A visitation was held on Wednes-
day, March 20 at the Seaford Wes-
leyan Church- The Ark, in Seaford.  
A funeral service followed at the 
church.  Pastor Dave Kiser offici-
ated.  Interment was held in Odd 
Fellows Cemetery in Laurel. 
 
Online condolences may be sent to 
the family by visiting  www.hsd-
funeralhome.com.  Arrangements 
are in the care of the Hannigan, 
Short, Disharoon Funeral Home in 
Laurel. 

 
 

 
James J. Allen, Jr.  

James J. "JJ"  
Allen, Jr., 68, of 
Groton, passed 
away peacefully 
on March 18, 
2024 at Cayuga 
Medical Center. 

 
JJ was born on 

November 6, 1955 in  Brooklyn,  a 
son of the late James J. and Marion  
(McDonald)  Allen, Sr.  An area res-
ident  most of his life,  he was a grad-
uate of Groton Central School, and 
retired  after 35 years as a custodian 
at Cornell University .  After  "retire-
ment,"  he continued his custodial 
work  for the Groton Housing Au-
thority,  the Town and Village of 
Groton, the Police & Fire Depart-
ments, and Robert C. Dempsey In-
surance. 
      
He was a member of the Sons of the 
American Legion (SAL) of Carring-
ton-Fuller  Post 800,  where he 
served on the Post's Honors  
Team.  He volunteered with  the 
Town of Groton Historical  Associa-
tion,  participated  with  the Groton 
Cruisers, and was an honorary  
member of the Groton Fire Depart-
ment.   He enjoyed NASCAR and 
sports, cheering on the Chargers 
and the Cubs. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 48 
years, Florence (Butts)  Allen;  his 
daughters, Jamie Zigenfus (Jer-
emy) and Julie Hodges (Timothy);  
grandchildren:  Jacob & Jillian  Zi-
genfus and Zoe Hodges; and ex-
tended family  & friends. 
 
Funeral services will  be held at 
2:00  PM on Saturday, March 23 at 
the Shurtleff  Funeral Home, 103 
Lincoln  Avenue, Groton.  Friends 
may call at the funeral  home from  
12:00 Noon- 2:00  PM on Saturday, 
preceding the funeral .  Interment  
will  be in  Groton Rural Cemetery. 
 
Contributions,  in  lieu of flowers, 
are graciously directed to the 
Groton Ambulance Fund, P.O. Box 
96, Groton, NY 13073, or to the 
Post 800  SAL, 307 Main  St., 
Groton, NY 13073.  Condolences 
may be shared at www.shurtleff-
services.com .  
 

To order memorial  trees or send 
flowers to the family in memory of 
James J. Allen, Jr., please visit 
our flower store. 

 
Michael M. O'Brien  

CROSS PLAINS - 
Michael M. 
O'Brien, age 72, 
of Cross Plains, 
passed away 
peacefully on 
Thursday, March 
14, 2024, at his 

home surrounded by family .  He 
was born on March 26, 1951, in 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, the son of 
William and Helen (Kiefer) 
O'Brien. 
 
Michael graduated from Carmel 
Catholic High School in Mundelein, 
Illinois and attended the University 
of Wisconsin - Whitewater .  He 
married Debra Collman on May 21, 
1983, in Madison, Wisconsin. 
 
Michael worked for Octopus Car 
Wash for 28 years.  He began his 
career there as the Chemical Man-
ager then became the General Man-
ager until his retirement in 2008.  
 
Michael never missed an oppor-
tunity to play golf and was a mem-
ber of Deer Valley Golf Club.  He 
was also a member of the Sons of 
the American Legion and was al-
ways willing to help with numerous 
committees, including the Oratori-
cal and Scholarship programs for 
youth in the community .  He had a 
Flag Route with the American Le-
gion for the placing of flags on ma-
jor holidays and often volunteered 
for the Legion Metal Drive .  Mi-
chael was an avid sports fan.  He es-
pecially liked attending and watch-
ing the Badgers football and bas-
ketball games, as well as the Boston 
Red Sox and Chicago Bears. 
 
Michael is survived by his wife of 40 
years, Debra (ñDebò) OôBrien; his 
son, Matthew O'Brien (ñPalò), (fi-
ancée, Brittany Charles); daughter, 
Lindsey M. O'Brien (ñPeanutò); 
grandson, Alexzander (Zander) 
Nance (ñLittle Manò); two sisters, 
Maureen (Roger) Crill and Kath-
leen (Jeff) Nelson; brother, Timo-
thy (Melissa) OôBrien; and many 
cousins, nieces, nephews and great-
nieces and nephews.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; his 
brother, Kevin OôBrien; and 
mother -in-law, Martha Hueter.  
 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held at ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, 2947 
Thinnes St., Cross Plains, at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, March 27, 2024, 
with Father Tom Kelley presiding.  
 
Family and friends who wish to 
view the Mass via LIVESTREAM 

may visit Michaelôs obituary page at 
www.gundersonfh.com at the time 
of the Mass and click on Watch 
Now in the Webcast section.  A vis-
itation will be held at GUNDER-
SON CROSS PLAINS FUNERAL 
AND CREMATION CARE from 4 
p.m. until 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 26, 2024, and also at the 
church from 10 a.m. until the time 
of the service on Wednesday. 
 
Memorials may be made to t2t.org 
(Tunnel to Towers Foundation) or 
stjude.org (St. Jude Childrenôs Re-
search Hospital). 
 
Special thanks to Dr. Everton and 
her staff and Dr. Lubner and Mere-
dith, APNP, of Wisconsin Carbone 
Cancer Center Medical Oncology 
Clinic and the ñHuman Angelsò 
from Agrace HospiceCare for their 
compassionate care. 
 
Online condolences may be made 
at www.gundersonfh.com. 

 
James Otis  

West Stewart-
stown, NH - It is 
with great sad-
ness that the 
family of James 
A. Otis "Jim" 
announce his 
passing on 
March 15, 2024 

at the age of 80 after a short battle 
with pancreatic cancer. 
 
Jim was predeceased by his parents 
Pauline Rosadell and Christopher 
Otis, two brothers C. Michael Otis 
Jr., Roland Dore Jr., a sister Paul-
ine Quimby, two sons Jimmy Otis 
Jr, Michael "Micky" Otis and his 
longtime girlfriend Jackie Thomp-
son. 
 
He is survived by three sons Rich-
ard Otis and his wife Kellie of Pena-
cook, Wayne Otis of Laconia, and 
John Currier and his wife Tanya of 
Boscawen. 
 
Four grandchildren Jennifer and 
her husband Matthew Colgan, 
Ryan and his wife Sarah Otis, Dan-
ielle and her husband Phillip  
McNulty and Dillon Currier.  
 
Two great granddaughters and 
three great grandsons, nieces, 
nephews and cousins including 
Stuart Stordahl of Penacook. 
 
Jim worked for many years in the 
concrete business before joining 
NH Distributers for 15 years, he 
then retired from the State of NH 
DOT where he made many lifelong 
friends. He then moved to his 
camp/home in West Stewartstown, 
Jim built "Camp Tuckaway" in 
1986 with friends and family and 
enjoyed many good times there 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
http://www.hsdfuneralhome.com/
http://www.hsdfuneralhome.com/
http://www.shurtleffservices.com/
http://www.shurtleffservices.com/
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/o/v2/trees/e771edb9-4d86-4fae-b35b-7820d2ea71fd
https://manage2.tukioswebsites.com/orders/v2/flowers/e771edb9-4d86-4fae-b35b-7820d2ea71fd
http://www.gundersonfh.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206055299&pn=william-loar&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206055299&pn=william-loar&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206055299&pn=william-loar&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
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snowmobiling and going "on tour".  
 
He was a lifetime member of The 
Moose International Fraternity and 
a 26 year member of Sons of the 
American Legion Post 47 in Canaan 
VT where he made many close 
friends.  He leaves behind a life that 
was filled with great friends and 
good times. 
 
A special thank you to North Coun-
try Home Health and Hospice.  
 
In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to North Country Home 
Health and Hospice 536 Cottage 
Street Littleton NH 035 61. 
 
Per Jim's request there will be no 
services, a celebration of life will be 
held at a later date. 
 
Published by Concord Monitor on 
Mar. 20, 2024.  
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Dakota S. Madden  

Dakota was born 
in Huntingburg 
on August 7, 
1994, to Edwin 
and Sharon 
(Opel) Madden. 
He had previ-
ously worked at 

Masterbrand 
and Jasper Group and most re-
cently worked in woodworking.  
 
He had been a member of the Sons 
of the American Legion and the Ea-
gles of Huntingburg.  
 
He was an avid outdoorsman who 
loved mushroom hunting, riding 
his four -wheeler, hunting, fishing, 
playing disc golf, and spending 
time with his family, friends, and 
dog Nellie. 
 
Surviving are two daughters, Lydia 
Kline,  and Lacy Ball; his mother, 
Sharon (Nathan) Jacob of Jasper 
and his father, Edwin Madden of 
Birdseye; his paternal grandpar-
ents, Albert,  and Phyllis Madden of 
Birdseye; his maternal grand-
mother, Margaret Melton of Jas-
per; four sisters, Kristy (Steve) 
Martindale of Jasper, Ashley 
Chaney of Jasper, Brittiany Cowan 
of Jasper, and Emily Madden of In-
dianapolis; two brothers, Cameron, 
and Owen Madden, both of Bird-
seye. 
 
Preceding him in death is his ma-
ternal grandfather, Dennis Opel.  
A funeral service for Dakota S. 
Madden will be held at 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 23, 2024, at the 
Becher-Kluesner Downtown 
Chapel in Jasper, Indiana, with 

burial to follow in Shiloh Cemetery 
in Jasper.  
 
Visitation will be held at the funeral 
home on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. 
until the 1:00 p.m. service time.  
 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the wishes of the family. 
 
Online condolences may be made 
at www.becherkluesner.com. 

 
James E. Flood  

Monroe, New 
York ï James 
E. Flood 
passed away 
on Monday, 
March 11, 
2024, at Vas-
sar Brothers 
Medical Cen-

ter in Poughkeepsie, NY.  He was 62 
years old. 
 
Son of Margaret Mullervy Flood & 
the late Edward Flood, Jim was a 
laborer for Structuretone, Inc. in 
New York, NY.  He was a member 
of the Sons of American Legion 
Post #488 in Monroe, NY and the 
Moose Lodge #1959 in Myrtle 
Beach, SC. 
 
Left to cherish his memory are his 
wife, Deborah ñDebbieò Dembia 
Flood at home; sons: Kyle Flood & 
his significant other, Kaity of Ches-
ter, NY, Brendan Flood of Monroe, 
NY and Evan Flood & his wife, Ash-
lyne of Monroe, NY; mother, Marge 
Flood of St. Augustine, FL; broth-
ers: John Flood & his wife, Cathy of 
Northvale, NY and Kevin Flood & 
his wife, Jeannie of Township of 
Washington, NJ; sisters: Anne Ma-
rie Flood of Monroe, NY, Mary 
Wolford & her husband, Jeffery of 
St. Augustine, FL and Kathleen To-
bey & her husband, Ken of Spring 
Lake, NJ; one grandchild, Finley; 
and many nieces, nephews & cous-
ins. 
 
Visitation will be Monday, March 
18, 2024, from 5:00 -8:00 P.M. at 
Smith, Seaman & Quackenbush, 
Inc. Funeral Home, 117 Maple Ave-
nue, Monroe, NY. 
 
A Funeral Mass will be held on 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at 11:00 
A.M. at St. Anastasia Parish 
Church, 110 Route 17M, Harriman, 
NY.  Interment will follow at St. An-
astasia Cemetery in Harriman, NY. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Gordon Peelman  

Mr. Gordon Peel-
man, age 90, of 
Lawrenceburg, In-
diana, entered this 
life on February 23, 
1934 in Vevay, Indi-
ana.  He was the son 
of the late Frank Ed-
ward ñEPò and Mary 

Naomi (Fulton) Peelman .  He was 
raised in Vevay, Indiana where he 
attended school.  Gordon was 
united in marriage to Wanda Peel-
man and later to Barbara (Jones) 
Peelman.  Gordon was employed 
for Dearborn Mills in Aurora, Indi-
ana and for Pierson Hollowell in 
Greendale, Indiana.  He was also a 
former painter and roofer in Au-
rora, Indiana .  Gordon was a mem-
ber of the Sonôs of the American Le-
gion Post #231 of Aurora, Indiana.  
Gordon loved going on walks, fish-
ing, and playing bingo.  You would 
never catch Gordon without a hat 
on and pens in his pocket.  Gordon 
passed away at 2:01 a.m., Thurs-
day, March 14, 2024, at St. Eliza-
beth Healthcare in Edgewood, Ken-
tucky. 
 
Gordon is survived by his daugh-
ters, Verna Hamilton and her com-
panion, Paul Cornett of Sunman, 
IN, Pam Peelman of Cincinnati, 
OH, Sally Stuart and her husband, 
Ralph of Cincinnati, OH and Peggy 
Mae Barrogon of Dillsboro, IN; his 
step-daughters, Kathy Taylor 
Cochran of Versailles, IN and Becky 
Emery and her husband, Donald of 
Lawrenceburg, IN; his step-sons, 
Donnie Taylor and his wife, Toni of 
Bear Branch, IN and Russell Leon 
Taylor of Nashville, TN; his numer-
ous grandchildren, great-grand-
children and great-great-grand-
children; his brother, Ron Peelman 
of Mayesville, SC and his nieces and 
nephews. 
 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Frank Edward ñEPò and 
Mary Naomi (Fulton) Peelman; his 
daughters, Donna Peelman and 
Tina Rose Peelman; his son, Larry 
Wayne Peelman; his step-daughter, 
Ruth Ann Taylor; his step-son, 
Ricky Taylor; his brothers, Eugene, 
Bobby and Chuck Peelman and his 
sisters, Virginia Peelman, Betty 
Tomlinson, Roberta Kearney, 
Linda Peters, Shirley Ann Marsh, 
and Mary Downing.  
 
No services are being held at this 
time. 
 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Charity of the Donorôs 
Choice.  Cards are available at 
Haskell & Morrison Funeral Home, 
208 Ferry Street, Vevay, Indiana 
47043. 

 

 
Gary D. Hohenbrinck  

Ottawa, OH ï 
Gary D. Hohen-
brink, 76, of Ot-
tawa, passed 
away on 

Wednesday, 
March 13, 2024 
at his residence.  
He was born 

January 16, 1948, in Lima to David 
J. and Patricia (Meyer) Hohen-
brink .  His father preceded him in 
death and his mother survives in 
Ottawa.  On October 18, 1969, he 
married Margaret R. "Marge" Palte, 
who survives in Ottawa.  Gary is 
also survived by a son, Greg (Jody) 
Hohenbrink of Pandora; two 
grandchildren: Zachary and Ryan 
Hohenbrink; and four siblings: 
Keith Hohenbrink of Harrod, San-
dra Hoeflich of Chapel Hill, NC, 
Paula Andrysco of Ottawa, and Da-
vid (Sue) Hohenbrink, Smith 
Mountain Lake, VA. Gary retired 
from Time Warner Cable and for-
merly owned Hohenbrink Builders .  
He was a member of the Leipsic 
Fishing & Hunting Club, Glandorf 
Rod & Gun, Sons of the American 
Legion, Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
Ottawa, and lifetime member of the 
NRA.  Gary loved camping with his 
family and going hunting .  Funeral 
Mass will begin at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 at Sts.  
Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Ot-
tawa with Fr. Scott Kramer officiat-
ing.  Burial will be at a later date. 
Visitation will be held on Monday 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at LOVE FU-
NERAL HOME, Ottawa. Memorial 
donations may be made to 
the American Heart Association.  
Condolences may be expressed 
at www.lovefuneralhome.com. 
 
Published by Putnam County Sen-
tinel from Mar. 14 to Mar. 20, 
2024. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Charles Leroy Kunkleman  

Charles ñChinkò 
Leroy 

Kunkleman 
passed away 
peacefully on 
March 20th, 
2024, at the 

Chambersburg 
Hospital.  

 
He was born November 7th, 1949, 
in Chambersburg Hospital to 
Charles ñChaseò and Judith (Miller) 
Kunkleman .  Charles grew up in 
Walnut Bottom and attended the 
Big Spring School District.  
 
Charles worked for Pet, Inc. for 29 
years and Shippensburg University 
Bookstore for 10 years before 

https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206579851&pn=james-otis&affiliateId=1633&sku=tre-tim&pm=322
http://www.becherkluesner.com/
https://mygiving.heart.org/-/XBQNFDVY
http://www.lovefuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206548213&pn=gary-hohenbrink&affiliateId=4941&sku=tre-tim&pm=322
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retiring in 2015 .  Charles will be re-
membered by his family as a be-
loved husband, father, grandfather, 
and friend.  
 
Charles was a member of the Hub 
City Menôs Club, the Sons of the 
American Legion, and Minnequa 
Shippensburg Social Club.  He 
loved spending time with his fam-
ily, and also enjoyed camping, 
hunting, and rides through the 
mountains.  
 
Charles is survived by his beloved 
wife of 56 years, Brenda E. (Aller-
man) Kunkleman; two daughters, 
Tammy Baer, and Lisa Kelley of 
Shippensburg; four granddaugh-
ters, Heather Landis of Carlisle, 
Megan Myers (husband Robert) of 
Shippensburg, Emily Ott (fiancé, 
Matt Wendling) of Camp Hill, and 
Erika Ott (fiancé, Tyler Snyder) of 
Shippensburg, three great-grand-
children , Brady (wife Hannah), Lo-
gan and Alyssa, a great-grand-
daughter, Delaney, and a brother, 
Ronald Kunkleman (wife Hazel) of 
Newville.  
 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Charles, and Judith 
Kunkleman.  
 
Professional services are entrusted 
to Dugan Funeral Home and Crem-
atory, 51 Asper Drive, Shippens-
burg. The family will hold services 
at a later date to honor his life. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in 
memory of Charles may be made to 
your favorite charity.  
Friends may express online condo-
lences at the funeral homeôs web-
site. 
 
To send flowers to the family 
or plant a tree in memory of 
Charles, please visit the floral store . 

 
William R. Corn  

William R. 
Corn, 73, of 
Peru, passed 
away Thursday, 
March 21, 2024, 
at Franciscan 
Health East in 

Lafayette. 
 

Born on July 29, 1950, Bill is the 
son of the late Chester and Eileen 
(Marquand) Corn.  On September 
20, 2011, in Logansport, Bill mar-
ried Toni K. Jester who preceded in 
death on August 24, 2015. 
 
Bill was a truck driver for Shoshone 
Trucking Company.  He was a 
member of the Elks Lodge #66, 
Moose Lodge #232, and the Sons of 
the American Legion. 

Surviving are three children, Wil-
liam Brent (Ashley) Corn of Peru; 
Chad Allen (Amber) Corn of Bun-
ker Hill; Tamara Brooks of Ko-
komo; sister, Judy Gordon of Peru; 
10 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren .   
 
He was preceded in death by a sis-
ter Charlotte Russian and a 
brother, Junior Corn.  
 
A celebration of life will be held at 
10:00 AM on Tuesday, March 26, 
2024, at Gundrum Funeral Home.  
 
Visitation will be held from 
4:00PM until 7:00PM on Monday, 
March 25, 2024, also at Gundrum 
Funeral Home. 
 
You may sign Billôs guestbook and 
leave online condolences for his 
family at  www.gundrumcares.com. 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.duganfh.com/obituaries/Charles-L-Kunkleman?obId=31047661#/obituaryInfo
https://www.duganfh.com/obituaries/Charles-L-Kunkleman?obId=31047661#/obituaryInfo
https://www.duganfh.com/obituaries/Charles-L-Kunkleman?obId=31047661#/obituaryInfo
https://www.duganfh.com/obituaries/Charles-L-Kunkleman?obId=31047661#/obituaryInfo
http://dugan-funeral-home-and-crematory-inc.tributestore.com/?oId=31047661&tag=&source=tco_description&_cdx=GA1.1.502358978.1694145779:GS1.1.1711124807.394.0.1711124815.52.0.0&mtph=1
https://tree-tc.tributestore.com/?oId=31047661&tag=&source=tco_description&_cdx=GA1.1.502358978.1694145779:GS1.1.1711124807.394.0.1711124815.52.0.0&mtph=1
http://dugan-funeral-home-and-crematory-inc.tributestore.com/?oId=31047661&tag=&source=tco_description&_cdx=GA1.1.502358978.1694145779:GS1.1.1711124807.394.0.1711124815.52.0.0&mtph=1
https://www.gundrumcares.com/
https://www.condolences.com/gundrum-funeral-home/trees?bgs=c3k7tlKqJAoRPajhK55eNtTd4uCAnAwZs6yqUqYvm6avXOr3nUpZZMOaUn40nGvtcjFYasFHt6BGuZfVMAM6LsMNeT4gbOtQ7yD%2F08OGgsBQgl6RMvvGHMD35QLqYvtprr11uMhpuidBeRJ8jqGdlfw4Gxk8kctrLzrkY4LP3evl0r9j1Ea%2F3lH0z%2BVtAGrrjjMFoocUi5BlMmvhZ62SLRc4Bm4cj%2B%2BmNM3moJAJT9tuZZ59hNERrOxocfAWEGHPSddF%2BZ%2B5VHvPvdTtfL9okV5sEk%2B0iIEsINC0lLESJUL9ZzG%2BURltA%2FncwxWynY0506rcisJ3eTuS9RWj9dre3P8%2Bhb0Ndis1y9NuRQlaf0zWwouq8fXpO3KUlkBuvD9B2ohG8Ig6qsXwXDMfNzVa0oTPZWZnGN6beFaA2c%2FI2zuC%2BpCAdPnn5VsmtLjcbn8Pz8EwJE0L%2FxYrg0xed%2FeErFHgbg4iLS50BIs0cPv6JMIS6zVFUBXPr5G0MLAmDAJgNym0QV%2B66nmaDWk8M%2BQHFyLbvvzk65awFvQaBu%2B%2BfmE89P08rEbA1VRLP155On0G5Q8xS2291NsdUDN0ecaQcQgzb7kgdtzNTn151lhiBLnsktWMl24R0lRbQ2OZNHqlxHJGCwMQKv%2B7MMaQ6AHnxnvzAhFCnEBuh9jZLZZ0iVmEBSI1n4GdH14Amvvxu%2BYULmqcS5PwnG6LCe5dcqlivUnv1UKlsomRSleWkLn68gkM5DWJF3NOnFaFFkliltaSjkkZypJEx18QBs81UVKBMSvNaOgrGA%2BF0x4XAmRSNlcTg%2Ft2NtpfNtOJX24xxKp1Z1TQH62DZOGSfH45xCaYgdRZbDIsBMBsX53EQYRqTPEUdoHydHmD5o2LZapUkmtvJ3DXgHTmWSzaedPWykRQIcYu%2BMY5Dxa8M0ryZsU%2FiUo1nHm9Pg7erqTLAUB8T0bTEPBTwC26xRR12jYb9CvQbKhafMwnhpJ6RqnKWtnpJVV9SEhJRorYARJc37bMKyd5gR8MNSrHzp3tV3DQSWS5NykkNhl0Q3v8w7%2B3ikBxbdK%2F8jWEA1J01IO612TP5%2FhrLdCp1u1ZY1H4bMRld5F68Fwfj3fOrjZYoremEoOzu3lz8RtaA5IW66HHX2PV6CryseE6CNWwULpLOUe06MdeTKnHE0BGFP2sENFEGDgr%2Bnlnk5imJ7DJXMMwVYnk%2BBpZAO%2FTrBhv9va59H7xfIs%2F13FPzi4%2FfN9jAHp9LA7Gf96a43lQoJR1lJaGlNf5yJH1xXBWDlyoEIwOLXGmPs5ttlGyCi6ESAxR6PsBaHUiNIO6O35YnHf%2BAZKakFpinMz2RTbo0Wh1ZrTZR5lcXCIkAeak%2BHOMSiC6nbsj54Z3HiwR1scIGQdZANZOvP6CdA%2FZnitaAHtSB65eVPjWRITeiEaBLBnvyOLaMI5yebHx%2FexQTpcUMoYE1f%2FM8Tpp0PozFfQyARP8k0z7XY%2FTxizK%2Fi%2FNC7zd%2FHi1QtHPUboYOSe56Hy3AyvzUA0fAylPWtkiWJ0hfR88srDcOMfysb22ajWdgaPURKrni0GLMMsLpttukFAwQy7%2FBfG4UE2TNkP0p69SYGvQ9jLeJ5Ef8JsZwt%2F7rIZ8r16piyBFGwqy1F0%3D&pm=240
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Senior enlisted leaders push  
expansion of basic needs  

allowance to help address food  
insecurity in military  
Svetlana Shkolnikova | March 21, 2024 

 
Senior enlisted leaders threw their support behind a 
proposal to widen military family eligibility for a 
basic needs allowance on Wednesday, urging 

lawmakers to approve the measure to help lessen 
food insecurity.  
 
The Defense Department in its fiscal 2025 budget re-
quest is asking Congress to expand the pool of troops 
that qualify for the monthly allowance by raising the 
household income cutoff from 150% of federal pov-
erty guidelines to 200%. 
 
Few service members and mostly only those with 
large families are taking advantage of the stipend in 
its present form, which became law in 2021, senior 
leaders told members of the House Appropriations 
Committee on Wednesday.  Troops must have at 
least one dependent to be eligible. 
 
In the Army, only 16 people are receiving the allow-
ance, according to Sgt. Maj. Michael Weimer.  One 
of them, an E-4 rank that lives at Washingtonôs Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, had to have nine dependents 
to qualify for the supplemental.  
 
ñI had to have my team do the calculation on the 
whiteboard for me to truly understand between fed-
eral poverty guidelines and gross household income, 
and I felt like I needed an accounting degree to truly 
understand how to get soldiers to take advantage,ò 
Weimer said. 
 
Raising the income ceiling would mean that a family 
of eight would need to make under about $105,000 
to qualify for the stipend instead of the current 
threshold of about $80,000 .  An average allowance 
today is more than $1,000 per month.  
 
Pentagon officials said the eligibility expansion 
would cost $245 million and help decrease service-
member reliance on the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, formerly known as the food stamp 
program. 
 
Nearly 26% of active-duty troops are considered to 
be food insecure, meaning they skip or cut meals or 
go hungry instead of eating, according to a 2023 
study by the Rand Corp. think tank that examined 
2018 data. 
 
It is unclear if a larger group of candidates for the 
basic needs allowance will have the impact the Pen-
tagon intends.  A recent survey by the nonprofit or-
ganization Blue Star Families found that the allow-
ance is having a limited effect so far on alleviating 
hunger. 
 
ñOur limited, but novel, data shows that this new 
policy may not yet efficiently target food insecure 

https://www.legion.org/donate
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military families, though this may change as more 
families become aware of the program,ò the survey 
states.  ñMany families who could benefit are una-
ware of the program.ò 
 
Chief Master Sgt. John Bentivegna of the Space 
Force said it was ñunacceptableò for a military family 
to not have enough food on the table.  But he said 
educating families, specifically young, enlisted 
members, about budgeting and healthy eating was 
also an important part of addressing food insecurity.  
 
ñFrom a financial perspective, we have to make sure 
service members have at least enough money in the 
bank account so they can budget appropriately to 
make sure that they are buying the right foods and 
having the right access to the foods,ò Bentivegna 
said. 
 
The basic needs allowance is a helpful tool, he said, 
though it needs to be coupled with a broader effort 
to boost overall compensation and pay for troops 
who are stretched thin financially.  
 
Master Chief Petty Officer James Honea of the Navy 
also advocated for that approach and said sailors and 
other service members need to be paid salaries that 
are reflective of their unique roles and responsibili-
ties. 
 
ñThat young 19-year-old thatôs working at the Star-
bucks is not the same thing that weôre asking of our 
19-year-olds who are serving in harmôs way,ò he said. 
The Defense Department is proposing a 4.5% pay 
raise for troops next year but lawmakers have made 
clear that they also want to see targeted pay hikes 
that specifically focus on junior enlisted service-
members. 
 
The White House has resisted proposals to make 
dramatic pay changes until the Defense Department 
completes its quadrennial review of military com-
pensation. 
 
Honea said on Wednesday that the review should re-
sult in pay models that account for the difficult work 
performed by troops and perhaps align with com-
pensation models for first responders, who often re-
ceive hazard pay for dangerous work. 
 
ñIf we look after the well-being [of troops], and we 
pay our people appropriately, then we wonôt have to 
worry about the basic needs allowance or be overly 
concerned about food insecurity,ò he said.  ñIf we pay 
them appropriately, theyôll figure out how to feed 
themselves.ò  
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Share your National Vietnam War 

Veterans Day plans  
The American Legion | March 18, 2024 

 
On Friday, March 29, the services and sacrifices of 
Vietnam veterans will be recognized nationwide.  
National Vietnam War Veterans Day is a time to 
honor the 9 million Americans who served during 
the Vietnam War era, the 58,000 names memorial-
ized on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C., and the thousands still unaccounted for.  
Itôs also a time to say ñWelcome homeò to those who 
never received the recognition they deserved upon 
their return home from Vietnam.  
 
American Legion posts host ceremonies, dinners 
and more for Vietnam veterans on March 29.  If your 
post is hosting a National Vietnam War Veterans 
Day event, please share with American Legion Na-
tional Headquarters by emailing  dispatch@le-
gion.org.  You also can submit photos and a story fol-
lowing your event at legiontown.org  under the 
Honor & Achievements category. 
 
For more information about  National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day events, visit vietnamwar50th.com . 
 

Legionnaires pay off  
student lunch debts  

The American Legion | March 15, 2024 

 
Bobby Brite was scrolling through Facebook when 
he saw a post that mentioned instead of paying it for-
ward at Starbucks, call your local school and pay off 
student lunch debts.  The American Legion member 
of Post 141 in Howell, Mich., did just that. 
 
Brite called the schools in Howell, Fowlerville and 
Webberville districts asking for the amount owed .  
Within a few days, he had his answer, which he 
brought forth before Post 141ôs executive board and 
membership meeting to pay off.  It was approved 
unanimously.  

Post 141 paid over $1,000 to cover student lunch 
debts. 
 

 
Post 141 members eat lunch in a cafeteria with middle school 
students in Fowlerville, Mich.   

 
ñIn Michigan,  our kids can't graduate or get their di-
ploma if they have (lunch) debt .  They can also be cut 
off as far as meals go,ò Brite said.  ñSo, this actually 
inspired a lot of conversation within our member-
ship meeting where members were like, óCan we 
make this an annual thing?ô So many members 
wanted to get on board with this and everybody had 
their own little idea as far as to improve working 
with the schools and ensure that we continue to do 
this particular program .  It was quite successful.ò 
 
Members of Post 141 recently presented checks to 
each school in the three districts to cover the unpaid 
lunch debt.  Fowlerville Food and Nutrition Director 
Amy Verhelle-Smith told 6 News that the payoff en-
sures that no child in the school goes hungry.  Be-
cause once a studentôs debt reaches a certain 
amount, they no longer have credit to buy food. 
 
ñItôs awesome; itôs just such a great benefit for the 
kids,ò Verhelle-Smith said.  ñThatôs what weôre here 
for, is to feed the kids.ò 
 
During the check delivery at a Fowlerville Middle 
School, about 10 post members had the opportunity 
to eat lunch with students in the cafeteria. The stu-
dents knew why the Legionnaires were there and in 
turn, showed their gratitude.  
 
ñThey come up to our table, sat down and started 
chatting .  The kids were extremely interactive, patri-
otic é they love America and love veterans.  The kids 
were fantastic,ò Brite said.  ñThey thanked us for our 
service, they asked us what branch we served in, and 
it was really a great time.  It was a great day, and it 
was probably one of the better things our post has 
done for sure.ò 

mailto:dispatch@legion.org
mailto:dispatch@legion.org
https://www.legiontown.org/categories
http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
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The post plans to continue paying off school lunch 
debt yearly, and if possible, twice a year.  And when 
their efforts were shared on Post 141ôs Facebook 
page, positive responses poured in. 
 
ñWe received at least 30 messages of óHow do I join 
this organization?ô,ò Brite said, adding that Post 141 
has reached 100% membership for 2024.  ñIt was 
amazing.  People want to be a part of good things.ò 
 
Other ways the post supports youth is through its 
summer art class every Tuesday night, and itôs help-
ing to provide a service dog for a school resource of-
fer to help students with anxiety.   
 
ñAll the stuff that we do that puts us out in the com-
munity actually pays us back 10 times.  It brings 
members,ò Brite said.  ñYou let people know that kids 
and families are welcomed in the post, and the post 
will grow.ò 

 

 
photo by Ken Scar 

 

Legion urges Congress to boost 
quality -of -life funding  
The American Legion | March 22 , 2024 

 
Congress is currently considering the FY24 Defense 
Appropriations Act, which would significantly in-
crease the funding for numerous quality-of-life pro-
grams such as child-care services, base housing 
modernization and education aid.    
 
The allocation of approximately $824.5 billion 
within the bill, marking a significant $27 billion aug-
mentation from the FY23 enacted level, is the high-
est national defense priority .  Foremost among these 
is the strategic countering of China, underscoring 
the urgency of fostering innovation within the Pen-
tagon's operational framework .  Additionally, the 
bill strongly emphasizes investing in initiatives to 
enhance the quality of life for service members and 
their families, affirming our commitment to the 

well-being of those who dedicate themselves to our 
nation's security. 
 
American Legion National Commander Daniel J. 
Seehafer applauded the increase as a necessary step 
to improve quality -of-life aspects for servicemem-
bers and their families, a key priority of the organi-
zation. 
 
ñThe Defense Appropriations Act demonstrates a 
step in the right direction toward addressing many 
quality -of-life challenges facing our servicemembers 
and their families,ò Seehafer said.  ñOur servicemen 
and women, along with their loved ones, make tre-
mendous sacrifices in service to our country.  We 
must ensure we meet their needs for housing, child-
care, food resources and more.  I am grateful that 
Congress is significantly investing in military quality 
of life .  The American Legion will watch closely to 
ensure our servicemembers and their families re-
ceive the priority they deserve.ò 
 
The American Legion goes beyond advocacy when it 
comes to quality-of-life issues.  In fact, its National 
Executive Committee called for Congress to fund 
such measures back in 2016 via Resolution No. 
85: Support for Military Quality of Life Standards .  
In 2022, the Legion created the BASE visit program, 
which aims to work with the Department of Defense 
on improving conditions for service members and 
their family members.  
 
Those are a couple of examples of how The American 
Legion, bolstered by its 1.6 million members, 
staunchly champions the welfare of servicemembers 
and their families.  
 
ñWe firmly hold that access to adequate housing, ex-
ceptional childcare and transformative programs are 
an inherent right for those who defend our nation 
from harm,ò Seehafer said. 
 

Congress considers doubling num-
ber of Afghanistan SIVs  

The American Legion | March 21, 2024 

 
Congress is considering the FY24 State Department 
Funding Bill, which would significantly increase the 
number of Afghanistan Special Immigrant Visas 
(SIV), which would essentially double the number of 
combat interpreters and others who could find 
safety in America. 
 

https://archive.legion.org/node/330
https://archive.legion.org/node/330


 21  |                                      | Round-Up 

The State, For-
eign Operations, 
and Related Pro-
grams Fiscal Year 
2024 Appropria-
tions bill author-
izes an additional 
12,000 Afghan 

SIVs.  It also extends the time that applicants can ap-
ply for the program by one year, until Dec. 31, 2025. 
 
ñThis will be a huge win for our Afghanistan allies,ò 
American Legion National Commander Daniel See-
hafer said.  ñSince April 2021 when the U.S. an-
nounced it would withdraw from Afghanistan, Con-
gress has only authorized 12,000 additional visas 
until now .  While this process should have been ex-
pedited, we are grateful for the prospect that more of 
our Afghanistan allies will be safe now.ò 
 
Congress authorized an additional 8,000 SIV visas 
before the withdrawal and then another 4,000 in 
December 2022. 
 
The American Legion has long supported Afghani-
stan allies who assisted U.S. troops during the 20-
year war.  Resolution No. 16: Recognition for Afghan 
and Iraqi Combat Translators was passed by the Na-
tional Executive Committee in 2018, and still is in 
effect today. 
 
ñBecause of the tireless work from The American Le-
gion and our many friends and supporting organiza-
tions, we are about to double the visa authorization 
in this bill,ò Seehafer said.  ñWithout question we 
still need to do more, but a victory in a larger fight is 
something to celebrate.  I urge all Legionnaires to 
contact your member of Congress today and encour-
age them to support this bill.ò 
 
To contact your member of Congress, visit The 
American Legionôs Grassroots Action Center and en-
courage them to support this legislation.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

https://archive.legion.org/node/3430
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Campaigns/97345/Respond


 22  |                                      | Round-Up 

 



 23  |                                      | Round-Up 

 


