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The American Legion | February 21, 2024 
 

In Matt Chastain’s experience 
through 25 years in the communica-
tions industry, the best way to com-
municate with someone is to tell a 

story. 
 
So, when he was asked to figure out a way to help grow 
membership in the Sons of The American Legion, it 
was the story of how he became an SAL member that 
he drew upon. 
 
The result: videos depicting how Chastain came to 
join Squadron 123 at James T. Rayle Post 123 in Lex-
ington, Ga.  Those videos can be used by squadrons, 
posts, and others to highlight the SAL and what it 
means to be a member. 
 
Chastain credits George Gray, the former squadron 
adjutant, and Detachment of Georgia commander, for 
selling him on the SAL. 
 
“George is exactly who he is depicted to be in the video 
and more.  If every community, every post, every 
squadron just had a few Georges, the world would be 
a better place!” Chastain said.  “When George believes 
in something as much as he does the mission of the 
SAL, he gives it everything he has.  So, he’s always re-
cruiting.” 
 
The video depicts Gray first talking with Chastain at a 
cookout.  While Chastain accepted the membership 
application Gray gave him, he admits he forgot about 
it. 
 
A few months later, Chastain’s friend Jesse invites 
him to karaoke at Post 123.  This time, Chastain signs 
up. 
 
For reenacting that part of the story for the video, 
Jesse wasn’t available.  “So, another buddy of mine 

played the role of Jesse.  He was only there for maybe 
two hours but before he left, George had recruited him 
to join the SAL! 
 
“All this to say that George never stops recruiting and 
when I was asked to come up with an idea for a re-
cruitment video, I thought that there’s no more effec-
tive communication tool than storytelling, so why not 
just tell a true story?” 
 
In talking about why membership in the SAL is im-
portant, Chastain brought up another story. 
 
“Back before Christmas, I had the honor of participat-
ing in a Flags Across America event put on by our local 
American Legion and SAL in conjunction with my 
son’s Trail Life USA troop.  Of course, it was amazing 
to hear from a handful of local veterans and family 
members of fallen heroes.  It was also rewarding for 
Legion/SAL members and Trail Life boys to work to-
gether laying wreaths. 
 
“But at the end of the event, I got into a conversation 
with a young veteran who had lost eight of his fellow 
veterans to suicide.  Hearing his story of how difficult 
life can be — especially disabled vets like him — gave 
me such a better perspective on why organizations like 
The Legion and SAL do what they do.  America’s her-
itage must be preserved if our country is to be pre-
served.  There’s no better way to preserve our heritage 
than to serve the men and women who fought to pro-
tect it.” 
 
Three versions of Chastain’s story — a fullscreen ver-
sion, a square version for social media and a short “el-
evator pitch” — are available to download 
at https://vimeo.com/showcase/5594123. 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/5594123
https://vimeo.com/914940546
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Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald L. “JR” Hall Jr., National Commander 
Sons of The American Legion 

 

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to the Detachment of South 
Dakota for reaching quota and taking over first place 
in the national standings.  Way to go! 
 
Who’s next? 
 
Let’s all make sure we are working our membership 
program, and let’s see how many more detachments 
will reach quota by the end of March.  You can do it! 
 
To all our members who are currently in Washington, 
DC for our annual Wreath Laying Ceremonies, enjoy 
the moment, take it all in, honor those who have gone 
before us, and have safe travels home! 
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible.  
 
RENEW TODAY! 
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information 

          

     

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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George T. Chrismas 

AUSTINTOWN — George T. 
Chrismas, 101, of Victoria 
House, Austintown, formerly of 
Canfield, passed away peace-
fully Friday afternoon, Feb. 16, 
2024. 
 
George was born Jan. 17, 1923, 
in Baltimore, Maryland, a son of 
the late Alfred G. and Beatrice 
White Chrismas.  He came to 
this area as a young child, grow-

ing up on the West Side and graduating from Chaney 
High School in 1941. 
 
George worked as a machinist during World War II for 
Metal Carbides and then was a mechanic for Donnell 
Ford for 23 years.  In 1971, he became the senior auto 
mechanic instructor at MCTC until 1988, when he re-
tired. 
 
George was a motorcycle enthusiast, riding motorcy-
cles until the age of 90.  He also loved all forms of auto 
racing, especially sports cars, IndyCar and Formula 
One.  After his retirement, George took up woodwork-
ing, making beautiful furniture. 
 
Besides his parents, he was preceded in death by his 
first wife, the former M. Arlene Miller, whom he mar-
ried Nov. 27, 1943, and who passed away Aug. 30, 
1999; and his second wife, the former Geraldine New-
man, whom he married Nov. 1, 2000, and who passed 
away, Aug. 24, 2016. 
 
He leaves his son and daughter-in-law, Robert and 
Elaine Mandoline Chrismas of Genoa, and an ex-
tended family of sons and daughters of close friends. 
Special thanks to the staff of Victoria House for mak-
ing his life enjoyable over the last three and a half 
years. 
 
Friends may call 11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22, 2024, at Lane Funeral Homes, Canfield Chapel, 
followed by a service at 1 p.m. 
 
The family has requested no flowers, due to allergies. 
 

The family requests material tributes take the form of 
contributions to the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame, 
13515 Yarmouth Drive, Pickerington, OH 43147. 
 

 

 
“Americans will put up with anything as long 
as it doesn't block traffic!” - Dan Rather 
 
Blocking traffic huh?  How did everyone survive “The 
Day the Earth Stood Still” on Thursday February 
22nd? when the AT & T cell phone system took a va-
cation?  For a few brief hours, we all had to figure out 
how to survive without our little flat screen handcuffs! 
 
How refreshing was that?  So, let’s talk about traf-
fic and driving...  Difficult roads often lead to 
beautiful destinations!  We all are working hard 
on getting to our final goal of reaching 100% in mem-
bership!  So, we need to do more things that make us 
forget to check our phones!  We need to go after those 
members that have not yet renewed!  We need to re-
cruit new members into our organization! we need to 
continue the hard work we do every day for our Veter-
ans! 
 
T. S. Eliot once said – “Only those who risk going 
too far can find out how far they can go.”  How 
far do you want to go, my brothers?  How much more 
can we do to further our mission?  We have 
the DRIVE, we have the MISSION, we have 
the POWER to achieve the goals we have set!  Re-
member how far we have come, not just how far we 
have to go.  We are not where we want to be, but nei-
ther are we where we used to be! 
 
Now for our numbers... 
 
The Central Region jumped back int 2nd place with a 
move of 1.61%.  This puts us 1.98 behind the Southeast 
Region and ahead of the Northeast Region by .19% 
and the Midwest Region by 1.03%.  Illinois had the 
biggest gain with 2.16% added from the last report 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
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followed by Ohio who gained 2.07%.  Way to go to 
the Illini and the Buckeyes!  The Detachment of 
Indiana moved up 1.73% with Wisconsin pushing 
ahead 1.41% keeping them in first place yet 
again!  Michigan also gained 1.41% followed by Ken-
tucky (0.66%), Minnesota (0.37%) and West Vir-
ginia (0.31%) to close out the Region. 
 
Keep moving my fellow members!  Only those who 
risk going too far can possibly find out how far they 
can go!  Keep turning in that membership!  Keep 
sending in your IRA applications and keep up the 
good work.   Remember Henry Ford once said... 
– “You can't build a reputation on what you 
are going to do!”  In the Central Region we will 
reach and exceed our goals! 
 
“I’m the ONE, You’re the ONE, BE the ONE!” 
 
For the Commander, “Believe and Succeed” 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Southeast Region we are looking good with all 12 De-
tachments over the 75% and a couple have already 
reached over 80% and more.  Let’s keep going forward 
and don't look back. 
 
 I am so proud of the Southeast Region leading the 
way all year.  GREAT JOB EVERYONE!!!  
 

 
 

If you’re a veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the 

Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support.  Dial 988 

then Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 

838255. 

 

Ohio Legionnaires 
bring Be the One to schools 

The American Legion | February 22, 2024 

 
Members of American Legion Post 221 in Massillon, 
Ohio, recently took the opportunity to recognize 
teachers and share the Legion’s Be the One suicide 
prevention mission. 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
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In celebration of Valentine’s Day last week, Post 221 
visited 18 elementary schools and delivered teachers a 
tumbler with hearts, American flags, Be the One stick-
ers and thank you cards. 
 

 
 
“I thought it would be a good idea to say how much we 
love our teachers, and it would be good to go visit 
them and share about Be the One,” said Post 221 Com-
mander Larry Stottsberry. 
 
Stickers of The American Legion emblem were placed 
on the back of the tumblers “so when they use the cup, 
they see that we care for them,” Stottsberry said.  The 
American flags were for the teachers to use however 
they like, with many of them telling post members it 
would go on their home’s front porch.  “It was really 
good that we could do that for them.” And the home-
made thank you cards had a photo of Post 221 mem-
bers that was placed in each teacher’s lounge. 
 
As Stottsberry handed out Be the One stickers, he 
shared with teachers and principals how they could 
visit betheone.org to learn more about the Legion’s 
suicide prevention mission and the resources availa-
ble. 
 
“The teachers have access to listening to the students, 
they notice everything that goes on at home and if a 
student doesn’t want to talk to their parents, the next 
best thing is a teacher,” Stottsberry said.  “If the teach-
ers hear about a student or even a parent (in crisis), 
then they would know how to help with Be the One.” 
Stottsberry said that “it felt really good” for he and the 
other post members – Pat Patterson, Howard Mar-
rotto, Barrett Scott and Rich Mortland – to recognize 
the teachers.  “They don’t get recognized enough for 
all they do.” And the post plans to visit high schools 
this spring and provide the same recognition and ed-
ucation on Be the One. 
 
 
 

7 ways to Be the One during March 
The American Legion | February 23, 2024 

 
The American Legion’s Be the One mission encour-
ages American Legion Family members, veterans, ser-
vicemembers and others to act when they believe a 
veteran is at risk of suicide.  It’s a mission to help des-
tigmatize the need to ask for help.  It’s a mission to 
save the lives of veterans. 
 

 
Hilary Ott /The American Legion 

 
The following are seven ways you can Be the One dur-
ing the month of March. 
 

• Wear a Be the One item on March 1 – and the first 

of every month – to show your commitment to re-

ducing the stigma around mental health issues 

among veterans and servicemembers.  And to start 

a conversation about what Be the One is and how 

to save the life of a veteran.  Need Be the One gear?  

You can purchase a Be the One shirt or other mer-

chandise through American Legion Emblem 

Sales.   

• Read the new Be the One newsletter that kicks off 
March 1 and share it with others.  The Be the One 

e-newsletter will be distributed to those sub-

scribed to the Online Update.  Need to sign up?  

You can easily do so by visiting legion.org/news-

letters and click on Online Update to subscribe. 

• Download and listen to the next Be the One pod-

cast episode, out March 1.  You also can listen to 

past episodes at betheone.org.  Don’t miss when 

this episode drops, and all future Be the One pod-

cast episodes, by subscribing to the American Le-

gion’s Tango Alpha newsletter at legion.org/news-

letters. 

• Create a Be the One event at your post, perhaps 

timed with the Legion’s 105th birthday on March 

15, and invite the community.  There are many re-

sources available to promote Be the One at this 

https://www.legion.org/betheone
https://emblem.legion.org/BE-THE-ONE-T-shirt/productinfo/707.990X/
https://emblem.legion.org/BE-THE-ONE-T-shirt/productinfo/707.990X/
https://emblem.legion.org/
https://emblem.legion.org/
https://www.legion.org/newsletters
https://www.legion.org/newsletters
https://tangoalphalima.fireside.fm/episodes?season=5
https://www.legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/newsletters
https://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://betheone.org/


 6 |                                      | Round-Up 

web page.  These resources include Be the One 

posters, customizable brochures, a banner, wallet 

cards and more. 

• Conduct VA S.A.V.E. suicide prevention training 

at your post for Legion Family and community 

members.  Download this information sheet to 

help you get started. 

• Host an INDYCAR watch party at your post March 
10 – the first race of the season in St. Petersburg, 

Fla., where INDYCAR rookie Linus Lundqvist is 

behind the wheel of the No. 8 American Legion 

Honda, which will prominently feature The Amer-

ican Legion and Be the One branding on its livery.  

Visit betheone.org/resources for tips to hosting a 

watch party. 

• Share your Be the One post activities and stories, 

including your support for Be the One on the first 

of every month, on Legiontown under the Be the 

One category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://betheone.org/
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/VA%20SAVE%20Training.pdf
https://www.legion.org/betheone/resources
https://www.legiontown.org/
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
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Awards are an important motivating tool that can help 
us not only finish out this year strong but help to cat-
apult us to a fast start next year!  Has your detachment 
already won one of these awards?  Are you close? 
 

• Arthur D. Houghton Trophy is awarded annually 
to the Detachment who attains the greatest per-
centage of increase over the previous year’s mem-
bership.  

https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
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• The Hartline Award is presented to the Detach-
ment that charters the most new squadrons. 

• The Triple Nickel Award is awarded to any De-
tachment that achieves a membership of 105%, 
charters 5 new Squadrons, and attains an 85% re-
newal rate by July 1. 

• Regional Renewal Awards are presented to the 
Detachment in each Region who achieved the 
highest renewal percentages of December 31 with 
at least 200 members. 

 
Of course, in addition to these Detachment awards we 
also have 90% renewal awards, 100% membership 
awards, and All-Time High awards.  I would love to 
hand out a record number of these at the National 
Convention this year! 
 
Here's something that you can use: 
 
The elevator speech is a short summary used to 
quickly and simply define an organization and its 
value proposition.  It is designed to capture someone’s 
interest, so they want to find out more about the or-
ganization. 
 
The name reflects the idea that it should be possible 
to deliver the summary in the time span of an elevator 
ride. 
 
Good Morning (Afternoon, or Evening)- 
 
I bet you are wondering what branch of service my 
cap represents. 
 
It Honors all Veterans of the Great Wars. 
 
I am a member of the world’s largest Volunteer Vet-
erans Organization, The American Legion.  Our pro-
gram, known as the Sons of the American Legion, is 
a brotherhood made up of Sons, Grandsons, and 
Stepsons of Legion Members.  We are Proud Posses-
sors of a Priceless Heritage and are 380,000 plus 
members, strong and growing.  
 
We promote the ideas and programs of the four pil-
lars of the American Legion, they are Veterans Af-
fairs and Rehabilitation, National Security, Children 
and Youth Foundation, and Americanism.  We are al-
ways looking for new members who want to help our 
veterans and their families. 
 
Can I interest you in a brochure that explains what 
we do for our Country, Family, and Veterans? 
 

More membership information and samples appear 
later in this edition. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_proposition
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
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Hartland Sons of The American 
Legion raises $100,000 
for homeless veterans 

Freeman Staff | February 24, 2024 

  
Hartland, WI — The Hartland Sons of The American 
Legion’s fifth annual Operation Homeless Veterans 
sleep-out fundraiser raised a total of $100,000 for two 
Wisconsin veteran nonprofits. 
 
On Feb. 9 and 10, the Sons and community partners 
slept out in the Legion parking lot in tents and card-
board boxes to raise funding and awareness for the 
homeless veteran crisis.  The $100,000 was raised 
through donations from community members and 
businesses and through raffles; it will be split 50-50 
and presented to the Milwaukee Homeless Veterans 
Initiative and the Veterans Outreach of Wisconsin.  
Both organizations supply veterans in need with re-
sources and temporary housing.  Each year, MHVI 
and VOW also bring trucks to the Legion post to be 
filled with donations of clothing and food. 
 
Chairman of the event Terry Casper said the first year 
the Sons hosted the fundraiser, they raised roughly 
$20,000.  Since then, that number has only increased 
as the event gains popularity. 
 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://www.gmtoday.com/the_freeman/news/hartland-sons-of-the-american-legion-raises-100-000-for-homeless-veterans/article_1789f68a-8288-5a69-8405-b36325889f7d.html
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Navy Reservist: 
The Legion Riders saved my life 

The American Legion | February 16, 2024 
 

Stephani Williamson was 
in a bad place in 2023. 
 
Her mother had passed 
away, and she went 
through a divorce.  But at a 
point where she said she’d 
become emotionally numb, 
she met a group of Ameri-
can Legion Riders at Chap-
ter 149 in Escondido, Calif., 
who changed her life.  Lit-
erally. 

 
Williamson, currently in her 17th year serving in the 
U.S. Navy Reserve, shared her experience with the rid-
ers in the American Legion Friends Facebook group 
when she was taking part in the group’s Be the One 
chat. It came in the form of a few simple sentences, 
but it captured exactly how Williamson felt: 
 
“The Riders changed my life!  I got to ride along with 
them and become part of that family.  It really pulled 
me out of my depression and start to find myself. I 
don’t think I’d be here today if it wasn’t for them.” 
 
One of the page’s administrators, Whitney Smith 
McIntosh, was in the chat and reached out to William-
son, asking if she could share the message on other 
Facebook pages. 
 
McIntosh – the Department of Iowa chaplain, adju-
tant at American Legion Post 682 in Altoona and sec-
retary for Baldwin-Patterson American Legion Riders 
Chapter 274 in Des Moines – wanted to make fellow 
Legion Riders aware of the impact they have on oth-
ers. 
 
“I wanted to show, ‘Hey, look guys, this is what we’re 
doing,’” McIntosh said.  “I love the Legion.  They’re my 
family.  But I love the Riders.  If there’s anything I can 
do to further the Riders, I’ll do it.” 
 
Williamson is in the process of joining American Le-
gion Post 93 in Camp Verde, Ariz., and said she’d 

recently moved to the state when she connected with 
Chapter 149 while attending a dinner at the post with 
her son. 
 
Because of lower back injuries that have caused nerve 
damage, Williamson cannot ride on her own, and 
while talking with the Riders she remarked how much 
she’d still like to be able to get on a bike. 
 
That’s when the Riders invited her on their next ride.  
At first, she rode on the back of a friend’s trike, but on 
later rides she rode as a passenger of different Legion 
Riders. 
 
“They’re all my big brothers,” Williamson said of the 
group.  “They let me come on rides with them.  I’ve 
done poker runs with them.  All but one of my kids 
have gone on rides.  They’ve even given each of my 
kids nicknames.” 
 
Williamson said meeting the Riders helped her turn 
her life around.  “They were just a godsend to me,” she 
said.  “I was going through my mother’s passing and 
pretty much just became a shell.  The antidepressants 
I was on, they made me feel nothing. 
 
“Riding was so much more than just riding to me.  
You’re not on your phone, you’re not multi-tasking.  
You’re not doing anything but sitting there and taking 
in the scenery and maybe listening to music.  It would 
take the first 10-20 minutes of the ride to calm me, 
and then … there were times when I literally could im-
agine my mom flying right there beside us.” 
 
But Chapter 149 provided Williamson with more than 
time on the road.  “These guys helped me when I fi-
nally decided to leave my husband,” she said.  “They 
are the ones that through a trailer on the back of one 
of their trucks and came over to help me load every-
thing up.  They literally just became family.” 
 
Eventually, Williamson got connected with the Amer-
ican Legion Friends Facebook group.  McIntosh said 
the group’s Be the One chat was set up as a forum for 
members of the group to ask questions about Be the 
One and receive mentoring.  It also serves as a way to 
get members who might be approaching crisis mode 
to get local assistance. 
 
“Let’s say if I ran into someone who needed immedi-
ate help but they’re in Arizona,” McIntosh said.  “I 
would hop on the chat and say, ‘Hey, who here is from 
Arizona?  I have somebody who needs you.’ And we 
would kind of branch out like that.” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/981600935241018
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But McIntosh said the chat now has evolved into a 
“share your stories chat.” And that’s where William-
son shared hers. 
 
“I saw everyone was talking about suicide prevention.  
And it reminded me of (the experiences with Chapter 
149),” Williamson said.  “When I was at my very low-
est, these guys and gals, they pulled me out of that.  
They gave me a family I could count on and a purpose.  
It kind of woke me up and feel like I wanted to be a 
part of the Legion and be a part of programs like that. 
“From there, it was just a trickle of events that have 
completely altered the course of my life to being the 
amazing life I have now.  And it all started with being 
outside talking to two motorcycle riders.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/donate
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mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=CMHATES&groupCode=CES91G&arrivaldate=2024-04-05&departuredate=2024-04-07&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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to have a member’s information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
David Lee Stevens 

David Lee Ste-
vens, 76, of ru-
ral Wabash, 
Indiana, died 
at 11:42 am, 
Friday, Febru-
ary 16, 2024, 
at Lutheran 

Hospital in Fort Wayne.  He was 
born on January 19, 1948, in Wa-
bash, to Max L. and Mary B. (Clark) 
Stevens. 
 
Dave was a graduate of Wabash 
High School and Ball State Univer-
sity.  He married Virginia "Ginni" 
Goad at the Corinth United Meth-
odist Church in Muncie, Indiana on 
July 19, 1969.  He owned and oper-
ated Stevens Marketing Services. 
 
Dave was a member of the Wabash 
Christian Church, the Wabash Elks 
Lodge, where he was a past Exalted 
Ruler, a 50 year member of the 
Hanna Masonic Lodge #61, a 25 
year member of the Sons of the 
American Legion, and a life mem-
ber of the American Waterworks 
Association.  He loved music and 
enjoyed playing the trombone.  He 
was a cat lover, and also enjoyed 
golfing, swimming in his backyard 
pool, and going on cruises.  He and 
Ginni went on 55 cruises together. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Ginni 
Stevens of Wabash; and three 
brothers-in-law, Gary Rust of Wa-
bash, Vic (Flo Douglas) Goad of 
Fishers, Indiana, and Virgil (Judy) 
Goad Jr. of Greenwood, Indiana.  
He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his sister, Sheryl Rust. 
 
Funeral services will be 2:00 pm, 
Thursday, February 22, 2024, at 
Grandstaff-Hentgen Funeral Ser-
vice, 1241 Manchester Avenue, Wa-
bash, with Rev. Ron Zorn officiat-
ing.  Entombment will be in Chapel 
of Remembrance Mausoleum, Wa-
bash.  Friends may call 5-7 pm 
Wednesday, at the funeral home, 
concluding with an Elks Remem-
brance Service at 7:00 pm.  There 
will also be visitation from 1-2 pm 
Thursday at the funeral home. 
 
Preferred memorial is the Animal 
Shelter of Wabash County. 
 

The memorial guest book for Dave 
may be signed at www.grandstaff-
hentgen.com. 
 
Published by Wabash Plain Dealer 
on Feb. 19, 2024. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the Sympathy Store. 

 
Daniel Frederick Platt 

MARQUETTE - 
Daniel Freder-
ick Platt, 66, of 

Marquette, 
passed away 
Sunday, Febru-
ary 11, 2024, at 
his home. 
 

Daniel was born June 9, 1957 in 
Great Lakes, IL, the son of Leonard 
Arthur and Marcella Anna 
(Fallmer) Platt.  He lived in a num-
ber of places while growing up, 
moving to Michigan in 1967 where 
he resided in Ann Arbor and Dex-
ter.  He was a 1976 graduate of the 
Dexter High School. Daniel moved 
with his parents to Marquette in 
September 2001. 
 
He was employed through Path-
ways, working with the Meals on 
Wheels program at the Lost Creek 
kitchen site. 
 
Daniel was a member of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church where he was an 
altar server and was a member of 
the Sons of the American Legion 
Post 44.  He enjoyed riding his bi-
cycle, walking, playing his records, 
attending NMU hockey games and 
he was a fan of Michigan sports 
teams. 
 
Survivors include his niece, Susan 
(Jason) Neumeier of Escanaba and 
a nephew, James Harrington of Pe-
toskey, MI; great-nieces & neph-
ews, Luke, Ben and Jacob Anthony, 
Annabelle, Irene and Ulric 
Neumeier. He was preceded in 
death by his parents and a brother, 
Jerry Harrington. 
 
Visitation will be held on Friday, 
February 23, 2024 from 12 Noon to 
1 pm at St. Paul's Episcopal Church.  
A service will be held in the church 
at 1 pm with Rev. Bob Railey offici-
ating.  Interment will take place in 
Lakeview Cemetery in Escanaba. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions can be made to The Special 
Olympics. 

 
Fassbender Swanson Hansen Fu-
neral Home is assisting the family 
where memories may be shared at 
www.fassbenderswansonhan-
sen.com. 
 
To send flowers to the family or 
plant a tree in memory of Daniel, 
please visit our floral store. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the Sympathy Store. 

 
Robert Oliver McCargar 

Born April 
30,1945, in Los 
Angeles, Ca, and 
was called by Our 
Lord January 25, 
2024, in California 
City, Ca. at the age 
of 78.  He was af-

fectionately 
known around town by his friends 
as “Baker Bob.” Bob was a big 
hearted and kind man who was al-
ways willing to help a friend, loved 
one or even a stranger in need. 
 
Bob was a lifetime member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
and a member of the Sons Of the 
American Legion. 
 
Bob lived his life as an expert car-
penter and a top-notch machinist.  
He was an avid golfer and loved 
camping, fishing, and playing pool.  
He grew up playing baseball, loved 
his Dodgers and was the #1 fan of 
the KC Chiefs. 
 
Bob was preceded in death by his 
parents John (Bob) & Frances 
(Fran) McCargar.  He is also sur-
vived by siblings, Debbie Aiken, 
Lynda Critchfield, and Jack McCar-
gar, also his two daughters Juli 
Rude-Markham, of Wildomar ,Ca, 
and Evie Cooper of Saranac Lake, 
Ny, ten grandchildren and six great 
grandchild and lots & lots of nieces 
and nephews. 
 
Bob will be greatly missed.  “Praise 
God for his peace, it is through his 
peace we can do all things and en-
dure so much.” 
 
A celebration of Life to remember & 
honor Bob, will be held at the 
American Legion Post 476, 8108 
Bay Ave., California City Ca 93505, 
on Saturday, February 24, 2024, at 
1:00 pm. 
 
Love you, Bob.  Rest in Peace.

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Karl Everett Fernald 

Karl Everett 
Fernald, 57, of 
Rochester, NH, 
passed away on 
February 17, 
2024 after a 3-
year battle with 
cancer. 
 

Karl was born on April 15, 1966 in 
Northampton, MA.  He was the 
son of Gayle Louise (Beaupre) and 
Lauris Everett Fernald, Jr. Karl at-
tended school in Westhampton, 
MA including Hampshire Re-
gional High School. 
 
In 1984, his family moved from 
western Massachusetts to Dover, 
NH.  Karl worked many years as a 
Mechanical Assembler and Shift 
Leader at Heidelberg/Goss Inter-
national in Dover, NH.  He then 
worked at Parker Hannifin in Kit-
tery, ME.  His last job was at 
Spaulding Composites in Roches-
ter, NH as a Manual Machinist. 
 
Karl was a longtime member of the 
Sons of the American Legion 
(SAL) at the American Legion Post 
#8 in Dover, NH.  He enjoyed 
playing pool there. 
 
Karl loved early morning drives to 
see and hear the animals in the 
woods and fields before the rest of 
the world awoke.  He loved hunt-
ing and fishing.  He enjoyed re-
loading his own ammunition.  He 
loved classic muscle cars.  His 
pride and joy for many years was 
his 1967 Chevy Chevelle Super 
Sport.  It was given to him by his 
grandfather when he was 16 years 
old.  Karl and his friends spent 
many, many hours in his little gar-
age.  He enjoyed his CB radio and 
was known by many as 
"Screamer". From a young age, he 
loved taking things apart and put-
ting them back together again to 
see how they worked.  He loved 
history.  He loved his Jeep.  He 
loved animals and had many spe-
cial pets throughout the years.  He 
enjoyed music.  He loved the coun-
try.  Karl had several collections, 
including a "one lunger" steam en-
gine.  Karl was intelligent, 
friendly, and outgoing.  He would 
help anyone in need.  His smile 
and sense of humor will be greatly 
missed. 
 
Karl is survived by his daughters, 
Hannah Fernald of Portland, ME 
and Rachel Fernald of Sanford, 
ME.  His mother, Gayle Beaupre of 
Easthampton, MA, his sister, his 
"adopted" sister Marilyn Witherell 
of Westhampton, MA.  aunts, un-
cles, and cousins.  Karl also leaves 
behind many, many special 
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friends.  He was predeceased by 
his father Lauris Fernald, Jr. 
Burial and celebration of life to 
take place in the spring. 
 
Posted online on February 22, 
2024. 
 
Published in Portsmouth Her-
ald/Foster's Daily Democrat/Sea-
coast Sunday, Portsmouth Her-
ald/Foster's Daily Democrat/Sea-
coast Sunday. 

 
Theodore M. Trewer 

Theodore M. 
Trewer, 71, of Gow-
anda passed away 
on Sunday, Febru-
ary 18, 2024 at Ber-
trand Chaffee Hos-
pital in Springville.  
He was born on 
September 12, 1952 

in Warsaw, the son of Wilfred and 
Chlorena (Shaver) Trewer. 
 
Following in his father's footsteps, 
Ted chose a career as a railroad 
conductor, hiring out with Erie 
Lackawanna, then Conrail, and re-
tiring with CSX with 42 years of 
service.  Ted was also a train enthu-
siast and spent many hours of en-
joyment on his HO Scale Layout.  
He loved to play with trains. 
 
Ted proudly served as a volunteer 
firefighter with over 50 years of ser-
vice with the East Avon and Collins 
fire departments.  After his retire-
ment, Ted spent many volunteer 
hours mowing and helping to main-
tain the beauty of the Pine Hill 
Cemetery. 
 
Ted was an avid Yankee and Pitts-
burgh Steelers fan, but in the end, 
the Buffalo Bills managed to also 
win his heart. 
 
Ted was a member of the Collins 
Center Seniors; the Sons of the 
American Legion; the Gowanda 
Moose; the Slovenian Club; and the 
Gowanda United Methodist 
Church, where he served as Treas-
urer. 
 
Ted is survived by his wife, Susan 
(Farley) Trewer; two sisters, Pam 
(Tom) Henie and MaryAnn (Bob) 
Exler; his children, Christopher 
Trewer, Cory (Christina) Trewer 
and Kelly (Mike) Poquette; as well 
as grandchildren, Haley, Joseph, 
Jacob, Emma, Sophie, and Nate.  
Ted was the bonus dad to two 
daughters, JoAnn (Bryan) Mentley 
and Rachael (Dave Myers) Nixon; 
and bonus grandpa to Zachary, 
Makenzie, Isaiah, Hayden, and 
Elizabeth.  He is also survived by 
sisters-in-law, LuAnn (David) 
Billings, Vickie (Randy) Shields 
and Judy Payne, and many nieces 
and nephews.  Besides his parents, 

Ted was predeceased by a brother-
in-law, David Farley (Sue Prince 
surviving). 
 
Friends may call on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 22 from 3:00-6:00 PM and 
Friday, February 23 from 11:00 
AM-12:00 PM from the Mentley 
Funeral Home Inc.,105 East Main 
Street in Gowanda.  Funeral ser-
vices will immediately follow on 
Friday at 12:00 PM from the fu-
neral home.  Burial will be in Pine 
Hill Cemetery. 
 
Memorials may be made to the Pine 
Hill Cemetery Association c/o Jill 
Smith, 35 North Chapel Street, 
Gowanda, NY 14070: or the Collins 
Fire Department, 2365 Main 
Street, Collins, NY 14034. 

 
Donald Baird Gile 

Donald B. Gile, 81, 
passed away peace-
fully on Friday morn-
ing, February 16, 
2024, at Heaton 
Woods in Montpelier.  
Born on October 27, 
1942, in Barre City, 
he was the son of the 

late Roy M. and Olive (Baird) Gile.  
He was previously married to Char-
lanne Izor. 
 
He attended Waterbury High 
School and in December 1959 he 
joined the U.S. Air Force.  After 
serving four years of active duty, he 
returned to Waterbury.  He began 
his working career at the Rock of 
Ages Corporation in Barre, working 
in the quarries.  He later worked in 
construction for the E.F. Wall Com-
pany of Barre and the Vest Con-
struction Company of Waterbury.  
For several years, he was in the 
Maintenance Department for the 
Sugarbush Inn in Warren.  His last 
employer before retirement was 
Dynapower of South Burlington. 
 
Don was a very active member of 
the Harry N. Cutting American Le-
gion Post # 59 in Waterbury for 38 
years and its Sons of the American 
Legion chapter for 25 years.  For 
over 30 years, he held many posi-
tions at the local and state level.  He 
was honored with a lifetime mem-
bership in 2023.  He was a member 
of the Waterbury Fire Department 
& Rescue from 1970-1975, 
the  Blush Hill Country Club in Wa-
terbury, and he enjoyed skiing with 
his grandson.  He also umpired 
many local baseball games over the 
years. 
 
He is survived by his daughter Ann 
Gile Commo and her husband 
Mathew of Waterbury, two grand-
sons Damien and Taggert Gile of 
Waterbury, great-granddaughter 
Aubrey Gile of Waterbury, siblings 
Sandy Griffith and her husband 

Rodney of Severn, Maryland, Sha-
ron Talbert of Nashville, Tennes-
see, Melissa Osborne of South Ber-
wick, Maine, David Gile and his 
wife Yumi of Merced, California; a 
sister-in-law Linda Gile of Provo, 
Utah; as well as extended family.  
He was predeceased by a brother, 
Wendal “Skip” Gile. 
 
On Sunday, Feb. 25, friends are in-
vited to join the family at Perkins-
Parker Funeral Home in Waterbury 
from noon to 2 p.m. for a time of 
visitation.  Afterward, are invited to 
the Harry N. Cutting American Le-
gion Post #59 in Waterbury for a 
reception.  Inurnment with military 
honors will take place at the Ver-
mont Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
in Randolph in the spring.  For 
those who wish, memorial gifts in 
Donald's memory may be made to 
either Josh’s House, 162 Hegeman 
Ave., Colchester VT, 05446, online 
at the Josh Pallotta Fund, or The 
Dodge House 95 Cresent St., Rut-
land, VT, 05701.  
 
To send online condolences please 
visit perkinsparker.com. 

 
Parker Allen Brant 

Parker Allen 
Brant “Shorty,” 
83, of Somer-
set, passed 
away peacefully 
at home on Feb-
ruary 17, 2024.  
He was born on 
June 21,1940 to 

the late John Parker and Irma 
Brant.  He is also preceded in 
death by son, Mark Allen Brant.  
Shorty is survived by wife, Geor-
ganne Kerlin; daughter, Kenna 
Lea (Ronald Jr) Delano; brother, 
Telford (Betty) Brant; and step-
daughters, Katie (James) Shu-
maker and Breanna Zarefoss.  He 
is also survived by grandchild, 
Brandon (Bethany) Delano, Aaron 
(Aryn) Delano and Ian Brant; 
great-grandchildren, Owen, Grif-
fin, Dax, Rylee Delano; step-
grandchildren, Alena, and Colton 
Shumaker; and special nephew 
Josh Smith and many loving 
nieces and nephews. 
 
Shorty was a lifetime member of 
the Sons of The American Legion 
in Somerset, the VFW, and the Ea-
gles.  He was a crane operator for 
United Jo Physical Drilling and a 
truck driver for 36 years.  He then 
retired from Berlin Lumber after 
13 years.  Shorty was an avid NAS-
CAR Fan of Dale and Dale Jr, as 
well as a Pittsburgh Steelers fan.  
 
He will be sadly missed by loved 
ones, his close friends and beloved 
cats, Chase and Lucky. 
 

A celebration of life will be held at 
5:30 pm on March 2, 2024 at the 
Somerset American Legion. 
 
Arrangements by MILLER FU-
NERAL HOME & CREMATORY of 
Somerset. 
 
Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.millerfuner-
alhomeandcrematory.com. 

 
Daniel R. Smith 

Daniel (Dan) 
Smith, 81, of 
Furley passed 
away Sunday, 
February 18, 
2024.  Visita-
tion will be 
from 6-8 p.m. 

on Friday February 23, 2024 at 
Lamb Funeral Home, Whitewater 
Kansas. 
 
Dan was born January 1, 1943 in 
Wichita, KS to Jerome and Betty 
(Stubbs) Smith.  He spent his early 
life in Moline and Sycamore, Kan-
sas, eventually moving to 
Planeview, where he was sur-
rounded by aunts, uncles, and 
many cousins.  He attended West, 
South and Campus High schools.  
He joined the Air Force in 1961 and 
was stationed in Japan for four 
years during the Vietnam era. 
 
Dan met Vivian (Brunn) Smith in 
Wichita, and they were mar-
ried  August 27, 1967. The couple 
settled in Furley, Kansas and made 
it their home for 57 years.  Three 
children were born to the union: 
Danielle, Jason, and Nathan. 
 
During his career, Dan was em-
ployed at all Wichita airplane facto-
ries.  His final working home was 
with LearJet for 35 years until re-
tirement.  Dan’s work history also 
included time as a sign painter for 
George Lay Signs, and he owned his 
own waterproofing company. 
 
Dan was a devout Christian and 
lifelong student of the bible, be-
coming a member of Furley United 
Methodist Church.  Dan also was a 
member of Sons of the American 
Legion and held many positions 
over his lifetime. 
 
Dan was preceded in death by his 
parents.  He is survived by his wife 
Vivian, children Danielle (Kent) 
Dodds of Andover; Jason (Sarah) 
Smith of Whitewater; and Nathan 
Smith of Derby; grandchildren Wil-
liam Smith, Darron Amon, Amanda 
Dodds, Toby Smith, Jason Smith 
Jr.  and Cody Smith; brothers Je-
rome of Tucson, AZ; and Larry of 
Mill Creek, WA. 
 
Services will be held Saturday Feb-
ruary 24, 2024 at 10 a.m. at Furley 
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United Methodist Church, 11400 E 
101st Street North (northeast cor-
ner of 101st Street & Greenwich 
Road).  Burial will follow at Green 
Valley Cemetery.  
 
In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests memorials be sent to Amer-
ican Legion Post 65, PO Box 222 
Whitewater, Kansas 67154.  

 
John T. Everett 

John T. Everett, 
loving husband 
and father, of East 
Liverpool, passed 
away peacefully 
on Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, 2024 at 
Blossom Nursing 
and Rehabilita-

tion Center in Salem, surrounded 
by family.  He was 83. 
 
Born in Moss Point, Mississippi, 
John was the son of the late Nathan 
and Nell (Thompson) Everett.  
John graduated from Moss Point 
High School in 1958 but lived most 
of his life in East Liverpool.  He was 
an electrician by trade and a proud 
member of the International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers Lo-
cals, 903 of Pascagoula, Miss., 712 
of Beaver, Pa., and 246 of Steuben-
ville, Ohio. 
 
He was a Past Master of East Liver-
pool Masonic Lodge #681, a mem-
ber of the Valley of Steubenville 
Scottish Rite, Sons of the American 
Legion, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks Lodge #258, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and The Fraternal 
Order of Eagles of Wellsville.  He 
was a former member of Avondale 
Baptist Church. 
 
He loved the outdoors, manicuring 
his land to perfection, nurturing his 
vegetable gardens and growing 
flowers for his beloved wife.  In his 
spare time, he enjoyed reading and 
spending time with his family. 
 
In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his son John 
T. Everett Jr.; brother Nathan C. 
Everett Jr. and his wife Dean; sister 
Gwen Clinton and her husband 
Sam and son-in-law Ronnie McAr-
thur. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 54 
years, Joyce L. (Hudock) Everett; 
three daughters, Melanie Everett 
McArthur of Moss Point, Miss., 
Kathy Woollard and her husband 
Tim of Vienna, W.Va., and Leigh 
Ann Scott and her husband Jimmy 
of Ocean Springs, Miss.; son Mat-
thew Everett and his wife Jennifer 
of San Jose, Calif.; sister Mary Ann 
Everett of Ridgeland, Miss.; 
brother, Dr. Walter Everett and his 
wife Shirley of Ellisville, Miss., and 
many grandchildren and great-

grandchildren, all of whom he 
loved dearly. 
 
The family would like to thank the 
staff at Blossom Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center for the special care 
he received. 
 
Friends may visit at the Riverview 
Cemetery Chapel on Saturday 
where the family will be present 
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Pastor Norm 
Eckert will conduct a service at the 
cemetery chapel on Saturday at 11 
a.m. Arrangements are entrusted to 
the Dawson Funeral Home. 
 
In lieu of flowers, contributions can 
be made in his memory to the East 
Liverpool Masonic Lodge #681, P.O 
Box 2794, 422 Broadway St., East 
Liverpool, OH, 43920. 
 
View John’s memorial webpage 
and express condolences online at 
www.dawsonfuneralhome.com. 

 
Paul J. Denzer 

Paul J. Denzer 
passed away Fri-
day, February 
23, 2024 at Al-
tercare of 
Bucyrus.   He 
was born Janu-
ary 15, 1944 in 
Bucyrus, Ohio to 

the late David D. and Gladys 
(Ward) Denzer.  On December 30, 
1963 he married Stella Louise 
Davey, the love of his life, who sur-
vives. 
 
He is also survived by his daughters 
Dawn M. Clark (David) of Monnett, 
Ohio and Lori G. Denzer & partner, 
Kellye Pinkleton of Columbus, Ohio 
as well as three grandchildren, 
Brent M. Clark, Clint M. Clark, 
Kaylee M. Clark and two great-
grandchildren, Stella Mae and Ellis. 
Surviving sisters are Mary J. Stoffer 
of Marion, Ohio, Ruth A. Brown of 
Marion and Carol J. Aurand of 
Bucyrus and half-brother Richard 
C. Wichterman of Florida.  In addi-
tion to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by sister, Ellen Davis, and 
brothers Roger E. Denzer and 
Ralph Denzer (infant). 
 
Paul retired from the Bucyrus Po-
lice Department as detective lieu-
tenant after 25 years of dedicated 
service.  He worked 8 years as a 
Crawford County Common Pleas 
Court Bailiff and 6 years as a Craw-
ford County Sheriff’s Deputy in 
courthouse security and served 3 
years on the Bucyrus Civil Service 
Commission. 
 
He attended Bucyrus schools until 
the family moved to Lebanon, Ohio 
where he graduated high school 
and then returned to Bucyrus to 
start a family and begin his 

career.  He attended numerous law 
enforcement classes at the Ohio 
State Patrol Academy and Ohio Po-
lice Officer’s Academy.  He was a 
life member of the Fraternal Order 
of Police and past President of 
F.O.P. Lodge 68 of Bucyrus and be-
longed to the Buckeye State Sher-
iff’s Association.  He was an Officer 
of the Elks Lodge 156 and a mem-
ber of the Moose 669 and Sons of 
the American Legion Post 181. 
 
Paul, aka “Lurch,” adored his wife, 
deeply loved his daughters and 
family, and spoiling his cat, Sami, 
until her passing in October, 
2023.  He was a faithful man of 
God, a servant to the community 
and a kind neighbor that would 
lend a helping hand whenever a 
need existed.  He was a handsome 
devil in his uniform but equally 
sharp in suspenders slinging some 
brews volunteering at the annual 
Brat fest.  He was happiest among 
family, friends, and his buddies like 
Pete (Carol) Hart on the force with 
a Bud in hand and a classic country 
song or Elvis in the background… 
or using his own talents to belt out 
his favorite song to sing, Lucken-
bach Texas.  Whether singing or 
making a joke, he made people 
smile. 
 
His wishes were to be cremated 
with burial at Bethel Ceme-
tery.  Memorial contributions may 
be made payable to the Humane 
Society Serving Crawford County 
and given through Wise Funeral 
Service in Bucyrus.  Memories and 
photos can be shared in the 
guestbook on Paul’s tribute page at 
www.wisefuneral.com. 
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Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

 
Daniel J. Seehafer, National Commander 
The American Legion 
 

 
Annual Washington Conference 

taking place Feb. 25-27 
The American Legion | February 21, 2024 

 
Legionnaires from across the nation and abroad will 
head to Washington, D.C., this weekend to hear from 
American Legion leadership, subject matter experts 
and U.S. government officials during the organiza-
tion’s 2024 Washington Conference, which will take 
place Feb. 25-27. 
 
The conference will kick off Feb. 25 when the Le-
gion’s TBI/PTSD/Suicide Prevention Committee 
meets.  The following day, various American Legion 
commissions and committees will meet, hearing 
from staff from the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the Department of Defense, and other organizations 
and agencies. 
 
Also, on Feb. 26 during the Commander’s Call, con-
ference attendees will receive briefings from mem-
bers of Congress, VA staff, the military and Legion 

leadership.  The Commander’s Call begins at 3 p.m. 
ET and can be streamed here.  
 
During the conference, American Legion Family 
members will head to Capitol Hill to meet with their 
representatives and senators, sharing the Legion’s 
legislative agenda and other issues of importance to 
the Legion this year for Congress. 
 
View a complete Washington Conference schedule, 
along with other information, here. 
 

 
 

 
‘Our goal is to get back’: 

2023 ALWS champs gear up 
for new season 

Richard Walker | February 20, 2024 

 
With 11 returning players from his 2023 American 
Legion World Series championship team, League 
City (Tex.) Post 554 coach Ronnie Oliver has high 
hopes for the 2024 season. 
 
“We know to just get there two years in a row is 
tough,” Oliver said of his team that became Texas’ 
first ALWS champions last season.  “We know we’ve 
got a big target on our back, and we’ve got our work 
cut out for us to get back there again.  But we’ve got 
some returning players who know what it takes to 
get there and what it takes to win, so our goal is to 
get back to the World Series.” 
 
League City has a chance to join select company as 
they pursue a third straight ALWS appearance. 
Only nine teams have reached the ALWS three or 
more consecutive years: 
 

• Billings, Mont. (1960-62). 

• Rio Piedras, P.R. (1972-74). 

• Cedar Rapids, Iowa (1974-76). 

https://www.youtube.com/user/americanlegionHQ
https://www.legion.org/publications/258033/legislative-agenda-118th-congress-2nd-session
https://www.legion.org/publications/258033/legislative-agenda-118th-congress-2nd-session
https://www.legion.org/washingtonconference/information
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• Santa Monica, Calif. (1976-78). 

• Boyertown, Pa. (1986-88). 

• Brooklawn, N.J. (1998-2001 and 2011-15). 

• Waipahu, Hawaii (2013-15). 

• Randolph County, N.C. (2017-19). 

• Idaho Falls, Idaho (2019, 2021, 2022; the 2020 
ALWS was canceled due to the pandemic.) 

 
“We’ve got some holes to fill but I’m optimistic about 
the ones coming back,” Oliver said.  “If we fill some 
gaps, we’ll have a team to compete for it.” 
 
Of the 11 returning players, five started in last year’s 
1-0 championship game victory over Lincoln, Neb.: 
catcher Tyler Robinson, first baseman Brice Smith, 
third baseman Jackson Higgins, left fielder Erik An-
chondo and designated hitter Scott Martinez. 
 
Other returning players are Tyler Austin, Alec Bev-
ersdorf, Braden Castle, Alex Kudler, Logan Sanders, 
and James Shuttlesworth.  Higgins (.387 in national 
competition last season), Smith (.310) and Martinez 
(.280) are the top returning hitters and Austin, Bev-
ersdorf, Castle and Shuttlesworth all got starts in the 
ALWS with Austin, Beversdorf, Castle, Martinez, 
and Smith logging innings on the mound.  Higgins 
also was the 2023 ALWS all-tournament third base-
man. 
“Hopefully, some of these kids coming back that 
were backups will have maybe a year of college in 
them and will be improved,” Oliver said of his team.  
“I saw them at Christmas when we had a banquet 
and some of them have put on some muscle. 
 
“I know we’ve got big holes to fill but they could fill 
some of them.” 
 
George W. Rulon American Legion Baseball Player 
of the Year Jacob Cyr, the left-handed pitcher who 
threw two shutouts — including a no-hitter in the 
2023 ALWS opener — is among the departed play-
ers.  Also gone will be 2023 All-ALWS outfielder 
Kyeler Thompson, who scored the lone run in the ti-
tle game. 
 
Oliver knows he can’t control whether or not fortune 
shines favorably on his team this season. 
 
“For me to watch what was going on last year was a 
blessing,” Oliver said.  “It was something really great 
because I’ve had teams, they were even better or 
equal who didn’t make the right plays at the right 
time and get the right hits at the right time. 
 

“That team was special.  They played the game the 
right way.  And, you know, everything bounced our 
way from state to regionals and then the World Se-
ries.  It just seemed that everything clicked.” 
 
Among the perks of winning the ALWS is a trip to 
the Major League World Series.  League City 
were special guests at Game 2 last October in Arling-
ton, Texas. 
 
For Oliver and his team, seeing the game was special 
but their off-field interactions may have meant 
more, including volunteering at a Play Ball clinic at 
the Texas Rangers Youth Academy. 
 
“All the boys had a great time,” Oliver said.  “I think 
they enjoyed the camp they got to work more than 
the actual game.  They enjoyed the game, but they 
had a blast doing the camp.” 
 
And for Oliver, he got to renew a longtime personal 
relationship as he’s known Diamondbacks’ bench 
coach Jeff Banister for more than 40 years. 
 
“His dad (Bob) coached me (at La Marque, Tex., 
High School) and I know the whole family,” Oliver 
said.  “So, it’s pretty cool to see somebody from your 
high school sitting on the bench in the World Series.” 
 

‘Hangover’ actor Rob Riggle 
joins American Legion podcast 

The American Legion | February 20, 2024 

 
Marine Corps veteran, “The Hango-
ver” actor and comedian Rob Riggle 
talks about his service, work as an 

entertainer and more on this week’s episode of The 
American Legion Tango Alpha Lima podcast.  And 
you don’t want to miss the “involuntary balloon 
raise.” 
 
Riggle, a retired lieutenant colonel, served for 23 
years and earned more than 20 medals and ribbons.  
His deployments include Albania, Kosovo, Liberia, 
and Afghanistan.  
 
“I wouldn’t trade a thing.  I would take all the pain, 
all the mistakes, all the blunders, all the foolish 
things I may or may not have done,” said Riggle, a 
member of American Legion Post 43 in Hollywood, 
Calif.  “I wouldn’t trade it because that is how you 
grow.  I don’t know anyone who was born perfect.” 
 
In addition to “The Hangover,” his movie credits in-
clude “Dumb and Dumber To,” “The Other Guys,” 

https://www.legion.org/baseball/260367/alws-champs-share-love-baseball-dallas-youth
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
https://youtu.be/kLnNFFlEX00


 19 |                                      | Round-Up 

“Let's Be Cops,” and “Step Brothers.” He has served 
as a correspondent on Comedy Central’s “The Daily 
Show” (2006-08) and as a key player on “Saturday 
Night Live” (2004-05).   
 
Riggle recalls a time when he was about to depart for 
a “Daily Show” gig as part of a USO tour to the For-
ward Operating Bases around Iraq and Kuwait.  “We 
were out there in the tip of the spear, which I think 
was kind of fun because those soldiers and Marines 
don’t generally get USO shows,” he said. 
 
Before they departed, Jon Stewart pulled Riggle 
aside to ask what his plans were.  Riggle explained 
that he planned to do his stand-up act and some 
comedy sketches, to which Stewart offered some ad-
vice. 
 
“Talk to them about their life.  That’s what they want 
to hear about.” 
 
Riggle set the advice aside and stuck to his original 
plan for the first show in Kuwait.  “It wasn’t like a 
bomb, but I don’t think it rocked,” he remembered.  
“So, I went back and sat down and wrote out 15 
things about their life.  I did it the next night and it 
just killed.  You just have to talk to them about what 
matters to them.  It made a huge difference.  That’s 
the best advice I ever got.” 
 
In addition to restarting his own podcast, Riggle re-
cently completed shooting two movies.  He is also a 
co-commentator on ABC’s extreme mini-golf series 
“Holey Moley.” 
 
“We all need a purpose and mine is acting and com-
edy,” he said.  “I feel like I contribute that way.” 
 
Additionally, co-hosts Ashley Gutermuth and Stacy 
Pearsall also: 
 

• Correct a misconception about younger veterans 
and whether they are a fit with The American Le-
gion. 

• Discuss what common foods were invented by 
the military. 

• Riff on why ants don’t have lungs. 

• Reveal which branch was the most common 
among the 31 presidents with military service. 

 
Check out this week’s episode, which is among more 
than 220 Tango Alpha Lima podcasts available in 
both audio and video formats here.  You can also 
download episodes on Apple Podcasts, Google Play, 

or other major podcast-hosting sites.  The video ver-
sion is available at the Legion’s YouTube channel. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHMR9MmnivfPkrqJehwCqij73e_blxrQs
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SAMPLE National Rejoin Letter 
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SAMPLE New Member Letter 
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SAMPLE Member Renewal Letter 
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SAMPLE Thank You for Renewing Letter 
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