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National Legion staff named ESPA’s
Meeting Professional of the Year

The American Legion | February 14, 2023 Robinson received the award Jan. 20 during
ESPAG6s meeting in I ndianse

gency. Her family was in attendance along with
Michael Walton, chairman of the National Con-
vention Commission.

AThis is really a great
a national award where meeting professionals

from across our great USA are entered, and she
was chosen, 0. MWAarlitdogne t Dasi ds
was no surprise to me as | have had the pleasure

of working with her and her team for several years

now and she/they are outstanding at what they do

for our sister and brother veterans and our Amer-

ican Legion.

AThis national recognitic
standing leadership in event management and
coll aboration with event

added. fAl t reflects her ded
: — : _ : teamwork-oriented environment while support-
American Legion Director of Convention & Meetings Bridget Rob-

inson, CMP, CMM, was named EsPp|AcRD e Event senvices; rafession,\Whatis most
Year for 2023. impressive is that she is not a member of ESPA,

so this award highlights Bridget's commendable
The American Legion National Headquarters in achievements and abilities outside the associa-
Indianapolis is proud to announce that Director tion.
of Convention & Meetings Bridget Robin-
son,CMP, CMM,w a s recently naiteoch g ESPADB At i on INell-desdBved d g
(Event Service Professionals Association) Meet-  acknowledgement after 27 years in the hospital-
ing Professional of the Year for 2023. Theannual i ty/ event service industr
award recogni averkking meeting har
professional who exhibits personal and profes- >~<
sional characteristics that create an environment
that focuses on teamwork, as well as shows sup-
port for the event services

I

1| BETEONE | Round Up




Round-p

Donald “JR” Hall, Jr. (MD) National Commander

Robert L. Bristo (MN) Central National Vice-Commander
John R. Cook (NH) Northeast National Vice-Commander
Terry A. Harris (KS) Midwest National Vice-Commander
Linwood A. Moore (VA) Southeast National Vice-Commander
James R. Fischer (CA) Western National Vice-Commander

Christopher Carlton (IN)
Immediate Past National Commander

Joseph Navarrete (NM)
Leading Candidate for National Commander

William Clancy Il (NY)
Trailing Candidate for National Commander

Round-Up is a publication designed to disseminate information related to
Sons of The American Legion and the American Legion Family and is pub-
lished weekly and distributed each Sunday.

Round-Up is a collection of information procured from various resources to
stay better informed on happenings within The American Legion Family, and
of other related topics of interest, and makes no claims or guarantees about
the accuracy or currency of the contents of this publication, and expressly
disclaims liability for errors and omissions.

SUBMITTING ARTICLES: All submissions are to be made electronically
to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. If you need assistance, please send an email to
same.

All information must be submitted by noon each Friday.
PNVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

Rusty Myers, Contributor
Lou Michaels, Contributor
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Donald “JR” Hall, Jr.

National Commander

More

Representing More Than Me,

Donald L. A J R0 JH,&N&tibnal Commander
Sons of The American Legion

From the Editor

Congratulations to the 49 detachments that made the
February 14, 2024 goal of 75%! Keep up the awesome
work.

As of the February 14, 2024 national membership re-
port, we have one detachment, Hawa, that has made
quota. W ho & next?

Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible

RENEW TODAY!

Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

click a button below for more information

" EMBLEM

*+ ¢« « TEAM o o o

VRABEL
SICIRIE[2]4]

Central Region Extravaganza
Columbus, Ohio
Ameus-7.2084

"
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Remembering the
Greatest Generation

Robert Barnard Murdock

Judge Robert Barnard Mur-

dock, died at age 95 He was
born February 24, 1928 in

Washington, D.C. He was a res-
ident of Satellite Beach, Flor-

ida. He was predeceased by his
father, Rev. James Murdock;

mother, Elizabeth  Higgins

Murdock; son, Bruce; daugh-

ter, Mary; and brothers, Henry

and John Murdock.

A A

Robert was a graduate of George Washington Univer-
sity, Washington, DC and of Washington and Lee Uni-
versity Law School in '52 where he earned his Juris
Doctorate's Degree He retired as a Federal Adminis-
trative Law Judge.

Robert was aretired U.S. Army Colonel He was a dis-
abled WWII combat veteran who served in the South
Pacific and in the Occupation of Japan. He was
awarded numerous medals during his military ser-

vice. Robert was a lifetime member of the MOAA,

JAG Corp., the Veterans of Foreign War, Disabled
American Veterans, American Legion, American Clan
Gregor Society, Sons of the American Revolution, The
D.C. Bar Association, and U.S. Federal Courts includ-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court BAR.

Robert is survived by his former wife, Elizabeth Mur-

dock of Virginia Beach, VA; son, Douglas Murdock of
Satellite Beach, FL; granddaughter, Chantal of Fair-
fax, VA; and nephew, James Murdock, Bethesda, MD.

Services are pending with burial at Arlington National
Cemetery with full military honors . Condolences may
be made atwww.smithandwilliamskempsville.com .

Smith & Williams Funeral Home
Virginia Beach, VA

Published by Roanoke Times on Feb. 11, 2024.

To plant trees in memory, please visit the Sympathy
Store.
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William Post

William (Bill) Post was raised
on the south side of Grand
Rapids, one of seven children
of Dutch immigrants, and
graduated from Grand Rapids
Christian High School. While
in high school, at the age of 16,
Bill held a part -time job wash-
ing trucks at Hekman Biscuit
Company. After serving in the
Army Air Corps in occupied
. Japan, he returned to the part-
time jOb at Hekman and also attended Calvin College
for 2 years. During that time, he married his high
school sweetheart, Florence (Schut), and they began
their incredible 72 -year journey of love and devotion.

At the age of 21, Bill worked at Hekman full-time as
the personnel manager, but assisted with sales, pro-
duction, and anything else that he could learn. Fast
forward 20 years, and Bill as the plant manager of
Hekman (later known as the Keebler Company) wel-
comed some executives
thought it would be possible for Keebler to create a
new product they had in mind. One of those execu-
tives was William LaMot he
close friend. It is at this juncture that Bill is often
credited for having fi
curate, however, Bill
amazing team that
shelf-stable toaster pastry into a fine product that we
could bring to market in the span of just four months . 0
The coll aboration and
continued until Kell oggbs
bler company.

In 1967, Bill moved his family to EImhurst Illinois, to
begin working at the corporate offices of the Keebler
Company. As a senior vice president, at the age of 56,
he left the company and retired to Glen Arbor Michi-
gan and his beloved Glen Lake However, he could not
turn down Kell oggbs
enjoyed that position for the next 20 years. Those
years included worldwide travel and the forging of in-
ternational friendships . In 2003, Bill and Florence
came full circle, moving back to Grand Rapids to be
near their family.

Over the years, Bill has been interviewed by newspa-
per reporters (including the New York Times), TV re-

porters (History Channel, CBS, etc.), and by radio
hosts in this country and abroad. He was asked to tell
the Pop Tart story to young people in countless class-
rooms and always enjoyed accommodating those re-
qguests, giving his testi

I
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http://www.smithandwilliamskempsville.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206317906&pn=robert-murdock&affiliateId=1745&sku=tre-tim&pm=322
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206317906&pn=robert-murdock&affiliateId=1745&sku=tre-tim&pm=322

son of an immigrant, and bringing some of his un- appreciated to Gideons International. Please send do-
ending supply of Pop Tarts with him. nations to The Gideons International, P.O. Box
140422, Grand Rapids, Ml 49514.

In spite of an extraordinary life and legendary accom-
plishments, Bill remained a humble man of God with -
a servantodés heart that sece RObertL.BrISto ne
osity. He served the communities in which he lived as
a board member for schools, churches, the YMCA, and

Central National Vice-Commander

was a member of Gideons International for 60 years. REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
He was the first to bring comfort, read scripture and Second Wednesday Quarterly
offer a prayer with any friend or family member in September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023

need. He continued to fill that role to the very end of
his life and leaves a big void in a very large circle of
treasured friends. Always crediting his wonderful life
to AChrist who ,dewassichmpos-st r e n8gP p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
itive force that after a conversation with Bill, you (877) 853-5257

would leave with a lighter heart and a brighter smile. Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802

March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

Did you know that Past SAL National Commander Bill

Matoska and current SAL National Commander JR
Hall have a couple of things in common? 1.) They are
both from Maryland, and 2.) they will both have

hosted their National Conventions in the City of New

Orleans!

But my, how things have changed since 1998 !
In 1998 the SAL ended the year with just over 211,000
members. That year they collected $167,473 for CWF
and get this, we werejust then creeping up on total
donations to CWF of $1 Million dollars overall. It also

Preceding him in death P&efh&fir% eafwzlh%theBFeWN%”?ef&{?'W”

best friend, Florence. Bi | | 6 s si x s bI OfMIgS %t &very first year for
also preceded him in death: Henry, Richard, Margaret the atlorfal anagemé)r? Ins |tute ( ,)Ml)' Wow |
(Engbers), John, Gerrit, and Adrianna (Ophoff) . Bill Have we come alongway or  what?

was loved and will be missed immensely by his chil- ~ .

dren: Dan and Jackie Post and Rachel and John 1 O ?\U S - Follow One Course Until Suc-
DeYoung. The lights of his life were his adoring cessfull o
grandchildren and great-grandchildren who visited
him so often: Angie Terry (Erica and Alex), Adam and
Amanda Post (Asher, Lilah, and Rowan), John and
Rhonda DeYoung (Kate and Jenna) and David and
Jenny DeYoung (Will, Wyatt and Whitney) . Bi | | 0 s
mediate family also wishes to express their gratitude
and thanks to his nieces and nephews who paid so
much attention to him . He delighted in your company

as you did in his!

This, my friends, is what we MUST do as we continue
to collect these last few membership cards towards
our goal' If we Focus on the process the results will
co Continue to do your Buddy Checks, continueto
knock on those doors and make your phone calls to
pull those last few outstanding members back into the
SAL. It's not wanting to win that would make

us winners. It's refusing to fail at the task at
hand.

A service to praise God
pm on Thursday, March 7 at LaGrave Avenue Chris-
tian Reformed Church, 107 LaGrave Ave. SE, Grand
Rapids. Relatives and friends may meet the family on
Wednesday, March 6, from 2-4 and 6-8 pm at Mat-

f s | L. 1
(R/I hae'-':f Jordan once sald ;Practlce like you've
never won. Perform like you've never lost! 0

That& us, my brothers. We have put in the time and

thysse Kuiper DeGraaf Funeral Home, 4646 Kalama- practice to serve our veterans and our communities.
200 Ave. SE, Kentwood In lieu of rov;/ers, contribu- Over 92 years of service to a cause greater than us.

tions i n Bill O0s me mor y Weomdlllcrass thB fépish I'kpeevllcg?rioushw ch
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https://www.gideons.org/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09

Here are this week's numbers...

Someone put the Central Region Detachments

in a bag and shook it up pretty good! The region
improved from my last message by 1.73% and we
dropped back to the old familiar 3rd place posi-
tion. We are only behind the SoutheastRegion by
1.99% and the Northeast Region by a mere .01%The
Midwest Region is only 1.44% behind us, so we hae
to get MOVING!

You can tell it is getting harder to pull in those mem-

bers from this report as Kentucky and lllinois only

gained .13% and .02% respectively The biggest jump
this time went to the Detachment of Minnesota with

an increase of 3.26% Way to go Minnesota ! They
were followed by West Virginia and Ohio who added
2.66% and 2.28% to their totals. The rest of the region
followed with Michigan (1.82%), Indiana (1.43%) and
Wisconsin (1.22%).

Keep up the good work and don't forget to continue to
send me your IRA forms, look for Blue Brigade Re-
cruiters and spread the news about the work we do! If
we do not sacrifice for what we want, what we

want becomes the sacrifice!

he he

Il 6m t Youbdbre t

ot

ONE,

For the Commander,i Bel i eve and

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman

John R. Cook

Northeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode: 469 153

Suc

James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

What 6s Westside?

up,
Dondt wait ; the ti me. Startl |
where you stand, and work with whatever tools you
may have at your command, and better tools will be
found as you go along This is our time to start making
our push to first place. If you have any questions or
need help with anything regarding membership,
please let me know. You are allamazing!

If people are doubting how far you can go, go so far
t hat you tleemarfymoreh @hat you get by
achieving your goals is not as important as what you

Checome by achieving your goals Great job Hawaii,

Oregon, Arizona, Wyoming, Colorado, Montana, New
Mexico, California, Utah, ldaho, and Latin America
for hitting the 2/14/24 75% goal!

The Westside report. We improved by 1.00%, cur-
rently at 79.31% total from last report. We are now
5t in the nation and right behind Midwest Region by
3.12% Our next goal is to be at 75% today 02/14/24).
Amazing job Hawaii at 100.00%, Oregon at 85.79%,
Arizona at 82.45%, Wyoming at 81.01%, Colorado at
79.10%, Montana at 78.74%, New Mexico at 78.45%,
California at 78.31%, Utah at 77.17%, ldaho at 76.78%,
and Latin America at 75.76% for already achieving
this goal Coming on in a big way is Washington at
74.87%, Alaska at 74.83%, Nevada at 70.80% and
Philippines at 55.70%. Be stubborn about your goals
and flexible about your methods.

Thanks again for everything you do for this great or-
ganization.

For God and Country,

Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman

(&)
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09

Terry A. Harris

Midwest National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Fourth Wednesday Quarterly
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685

Linwood A. Moore

Southeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 6, 2024 | June 5, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

ETHEONE

I f youdre veteran in
Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support Dial 988

then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chator text

838255.

Be the One training to take place

during Washington Conference
The American Legion | February 14, 2024

All American Legion Family members attending the

annual Washington Conferenceinthenat i oné s

are invited to attend the first in -person training re-
| at ed t o Bédiee Obemngsion.n 6 s

The training,
lies, and Communities with the Columbia Protocol,

will take place on Sunday, Feb. 25, in the Monroe

Room, Concourse Level, at the Washington Hilton.
There will be two sessions: 13 p.m. and 3-5 p.m.

The training was developed and will be led by Colum-
bia University . After the training, participants will be
able to:

1 Use the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale to
determine at-risk individuals.

91 Identify risk factors and warning signs.

9 Outline the types of suicidal ideation and four be-
haviors that indicate imminent risk.

1 Communicate effectively with an individual who
may be at risk of hurting themselves.

Those unable to attend the Feb. 25 rollout of the train-
ing will have other opportunities . Throughout this
year, in-person training will be conducted during The
American Legion National Convention, Fall and
Spring Meetings, and at department meetings. Addi-
tionally, there will be monthly virtual training ses-
sions. More details will be forthcoming.

National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information

crisis

or Conceﬁ'hwd?\/\on

\fetSrang, itheigFarhi-i ves of

subject to change.

Americanism

Commission

Chris Cas C/za/rman
d@/ glMontmy

October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19, 2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

contact

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659
capital

> You may shoot me with your wor
You may cut me with your eyes,

You may kill me with your hatefulness,
. But still, like air, I'll rise...
7
-Maya Angelow

American Poet Laureate

o)
k April 4, 1928 - M,zub
|4

2
5.
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L
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://www.legion.org/betheone/261103/betheone.org
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09

Century Committee

Joe Gladden, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11,2024 | August 13, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph Llohman, Chairman

Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024
May 13, 2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

/'\\\ iy

e WOE®

Finance Commission

William G. Hill, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
April 18,2024 | July 18, 2024
8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

~
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

M emb er Training & TARGET DATE MEMO
Development

TO: National Officers, Detachment Commanders & Adjutants
- FROM: Anthony W. Wright (PA), National Adjutant
c ommltte e SUBJECT: 75% - Membership Target Date
i n
. . CONGRATULATIONS
Michael Cotton, Chairman ) _ _
ank you for all your efforts so far this membership year. Our standings as of our
. . Thank you for all your efforts so far th bership year. Our standing f
First Mondqy Bl-Monthly 75% membership target date (2-14-2024) are posted below:
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023 2024 Membership Goal: 382,111
Total Membership: 319,535
Jcmuory ]I 2024 I MGrCh 4/ 2024 Percentage of Goal: 83.62%
MOY 6, 2024 I JUly 1, 2024 Renewal Percentage: 75.30%
Detachments making Goal: 49
. . Alab: DistOf | jng; Massachusett New o T
8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting A“_ e —co “I""a ““M“_“;_:se ® | Hampshire - ’e;°"l ::a:
rizona jorida owa ichigan Jersey ennsylvania al
(877) 853-5257 Arkansas France Kansas Minnesota M’::iv;o Puerto Rico Vermont
Meeﬁng ID~ 957 9605 22] 8 I PCISSCOCIe, 528 704 California Georgia Arl;‘a;'i-ir::a Mississippi New York | RhodelIsland | Virginia
Colorado | Hawaii |Louisiana| Missouri cnorth | ooouth v.vrv;: .
Connecticut Idaho Maine Montana I)Na?(::‘a [".S:kuul:\a Wisconsin

Membership & Delaware | lllinois | Maryland | Nebraska Ohio Tennessee | Wyoming

AMAZING JOB!!

- ®a®
s d A t t The remaining detachments should achieve this membership goal soon!
qua ron c I'VI le s NEXT SCHEDULED RENEWAL NOTICE MAILED: March 25 - 29, 2024 (20f3)
-
Committee

NEXT MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATE: March 13, 2024 (80% )
Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly

September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023 - -
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024 National Convention

May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024 Committee

RENEWALIS THE KEY TO MEMBERSHIP SUCCESS
MEMBERSHIP IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting Christopher Byrd, Chairman
' (877) 8535257 Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900 September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
) ) January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national Mav 14 2024 v 19 2024
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings. ay 14, | July 19,
SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct 7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online (877) 853-5257
Renewal. Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Llegion Flag & Emblem.

= RENEW
ONLINE

'll“ﬁl’l’.?"

TODAY s
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch”  where you will be directed to www.myl-
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.

Overcoming combat

and mental wounds
The American Legion | February 13, 2024

Army veteran and Pat Tillman Foun-
dation scholar Bryan Adams recalls
his recovery from being wounded in

Watch us on
\(i]1] Tube g

combat and subsequent PTSDont hi s week©o sﬂ $§§§gg8; Vilei rt]tl |Orr1]e ?S;] [%"i‘ryr 01
of The American Legion Tango Alpha Lima podcas, suggestion for an acl?ilve 78year-old Vietnam vet-
co-hosted by Ashley Gutermuth and Stacy Pearsall. 99 . y )
eran who isnd6t interested
. ries.
Adams, who served from September 2002 to 2005 in . . .
the 1st Infantry Division, was deployed to Iraq as part l Revea_l a fun fact about w_hat e!”'ma' 's 30 times
of Operation Iragi Freedom 2 in February 2004 . He more likely to be struck by lightning than humans.
spent a year deployed to Tikrit, Irag, where he con- T Chat about a veterano6s pa
ducted hundreds of sniper operations in and around lywood.
the city. . " .
Check out this weekds episo
Everything changed in October 2004. than 220 Tango Alpha Lima podcasts availablein
both audio and video formats here. You can also
While leaving an observation post, his team of three ~ download episodes on Apple Podcasts, Googl®lay, or
was ambushed He was shot twice, one bullet went other major podcast-hosting sites. The video version
isavailableatt he L egi ondéds YouTube

through his leg passing between the tibia and fibula,
and another grazed his hand After recovery, he re-
turned to conducting shiper operations before endur-
ing a tough transition back to the civilian world.

when he transitioned out of the military . f | tri
not even tell them details, like things that happened,
or what | was

Adams, who received a Purple Heart, learned his
physical injury had led to the PTSD he was experienc-
ing. He received help at a VA facility.

ilt gave me a set of tool
mo st i mportant
piece. | was not dealing with it well . | was drinking .

| was going out. | di dndét have any

thing |i ke that could aff

After starting school out of state, Adams moved back
to New Jersey where he enrolled at Rutgers Univer-
sity. He is the first Tillman scholar at Rutgers and in
New Jersey. The highly prestigious scholarship hon-
ors the life, achievements and death of the late Army
Ranger and former professional football player.
At Rutgers, Adams was among those who created the
first student group for post 9/11 veterans, and he suc-
cessfully advocated for the establishment of the col-
| egebs veterans
gram was ranked second in the nation overall for stu-
dent veterans by Military Times.

iWe do a | ot of stuff
are open to anything
Additionally, Gutermuth and Pearsall also:

t hat

9 Discuss an American Legion Family power couple

nl felt behind, I felt no one
just experienced, even my own oAEL ys,
calling that his friends were all graduating college WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
http://www.legion.org/tangoalphalima
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHMR9MmnivfPkrqJehwCqij73e_blxrQs
https://youtu.be/G__Xz23slBw

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman

Second Monday Bi-Monthly
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12,2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting

(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824
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VA proposes rule to extend
presumed areas of exposure to

Agent Orange and other herbicides
The American Legion | February 9, 2024

Today, the Department of Veterans Affairs issued a
proposed rule outlining plans to expand the locations
and time frames for which VA presumes exposure to
Agent Orange and other herbicides. If this proposed

rule becomes final, VA will implement a new pre-

sumption of exposure to locations where herbicides
were tested, used, or stored outside of Vietham Spe-
cifically, this proposed rule would add locations in the

United States (full list of US locations where Agent Or-

ange was tested or stored, Canada and India to the
existing presumptives for Agent Orange in Vietham,

Cambodia, Johnson Atoll, Guam, American Samoa,
Korea, Laos, and Thailand.

A presumption of exposure means that VA automati-
cally assumes that veterans who served in certain lo-
cations were exposed to certain toxins Presumptives
lower the burden of proof required to receive disabil-
ity benefits, helping veterans get the benefits they

deserve as quickly as possible This expansion of pre-
sumptives will help veterans who served in the speci-
fied locations receive health care and benefits forcer-
tain cancers and chronic conditions. To be eligible, a
veteran must have served in the identified location(s)
during a specific time period and currently have a con-
dition(s) presumptively associated with herbicide ex-

posure.

Over the past few years, VA hasxpanded presump-
tive service connection for more than hundreds
of health conditions related to toxic exposures under
the PACT Acti the largest expansion of veteran care
and benefits in generations. Thanks to this historic ac-
tion, VA is delivering more care and more benefits to
more Veteransthan ever before in U.S. history.

iThis proposed change
erans exposed to herbicides who served outside Vi-
etnam to access the
said VA Secretary Denis McDonough A OQu r
provide every veterani of every erai with the VA
health care and benefits they deserve, and this is an-
other step in the right

Veterans who want to file an initial claim for a herbi-
cide-related disability can visit V. A 0 s
Form 21-526EZ, Application for Disability Compensa-
tion and Related Compensation Benefits, or work with
a VA-recognizedveterans service organizationsuch
as The American Legion to assist with the application
process. Veterans may also contact theirstate Veter-
ans Affairs office. Survivors can file claims for bene-
fits based on the
from at least one of the recognized presumptive herb-
icide diseases.

This proposed rule also codifies provisions in
the PACT Act, the Blue Water Navy Act of 2019, and
the National Defense Authorization Act for 2021 .

For more information about the changes, visit The
Federal Register.
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/tests-storage/usa.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/tests-storage/usa.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/tests-storage/outside-vietnam.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange/locations/tests-storage/outside-vietnam.asp
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://department.va.gov/pactdata/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2024/01/VA-PACT-Act-Dashboard-Issue-25-011924_final-508.pdf
https://department.va.gov/pactdata/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2024/01/VA-PACT-Act-Dashboard-Issue-25-011924_final-508.pdf
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-all-time-record-care-benefits-veterans-fy-2023/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/ogc/apps/accreditation/index.asp
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Find-a-Service-Officer
https://department.va.gov/about/state-departments-of-veterans-affairs-office-locations/
https://department.va.gov/about/state-departments-of-veterans-affairs-office-locations/
https://www.choose.va.gov/family-members?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid_search&utm_campaign=ar_fw_oy3&utm_content=non_branded&gclid=Cj0KCQiAwbitBhDIARIsABfFYIIeS0GGrPF-_kVikh8K0lp6FQQ0wNR2prtBemDL14kJB7EhTE2yRi0aAv4-EALw_wcB
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/299/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6395
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-02590/adjudication-regulations-for-disability-or-death-benefit-claims-related-to-exposure-to-certain
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-02590/adjudication-regulations-for-disability-or-death-benefit-claims-related-to-exposure-to-certain

Veterans Employment
& Education
Commission

Jim Coates, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly

November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023
February 15, 2024 | April 18, 2024
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060
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The Sons of the American Legion
reduce the local population
of pork chops

Mike Harmon | February 14, 2024

SONS =
S===AMERICAN

LEGION
* *x X
* *

The building at 1914 Main Street in Tell City bears the
sign that says American Legion Post 213 The building
obviously houses American Legion Post 213, but it
also houses the American Legion Auxiliary Post 213,
the American Legion Post 213 Riders, and the Sons of
the American Legion. On Feb. 11,the Sons of the
American Legion offered a pork chop dinner as a fund
raiser for the many causes which the organization
supports. This includes providing flags for the various
patriotic holidays and supporting Post 213 activities.
Very early in the morning people were stopping by to
place an order only to find that the dinners were sold
out. John Waninger, Commander of the Sons of the
American Legion, was appreciative of the volunteers

who made the fund raiser a success, and thanks all the
good people who supported the cause.

| AmERICAN ||

POST 213
SAL
_PORK CHOP

DINNERS

1-00

- TREASURE H
- ;
On February 11,the Sons of The American Legion offered a pork
chop dinner as a fund raiser for the many causes which the organ-
ization supports.
Mike Harmon

The fact that it sold out as soon as it opened tells the
story about the great job the cooks did. The local pork
chop shortage should be remedied soon.

The crew works their rhagic

Mike Harmon
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://www.duboiscountyherald.com/perry_county_news/the-sons-of-the-american-legion-reduce-the-local-population-of-pork-chops/article_5617b2a7-76eb-5b2c-9dc0-6b4f720380b3.html
https://www.duboiscountyherald.com/perry_county_news/the-sons-of-the-american-legion-reduce-the-local-population-of-pork-chops/article_5617b2a7-76eb-5b2c-9dc0-6b4f720380b3.html#1
https://www.duboiscountyherald.com/perry_county_news/the-sons-of-the-american-legion-reduce-the-local-population-of-pork-chops/article_5617b2a7-76eb-5b2c-9dc0-6b4f720380b3.html#1
https://www.duboiscountyherald.com/perry_county_news/the-sons-of-the-american-legion-reduce-the-local-population-of-pork-chops/article_5617b2a7-76eb-5b2c-9dc0-6b4f720380b3.html#2
https://www.duboiscountyherald.com/perry_county_news/the-sons-of-the-american-legion-reduce-the-local-population-of-pork-chops/article_5617b2a7-76eb-5b2c-9dc0-6b4f720380b3.html#2
https://www.legion.org/donate
https://www.duboiscountyherald.com/perry_county_news/the-sons-of-the-american-legion-reduce-the-local-population-of-pork-chops/article_5617b2a7-76eb-5b2c-9dc0-6b4f720380b3.html#1
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Lisa Williamson,
National President
The American Legion Auxiliary

,,Attentlon ALA Juniors
who are
seniors in high school!

We are seeking
scholarshlp appllcants'

Spirit of Youth Scholarship

@® Current ALA member in good standing
® Membership in the ALA for past 3 years

@® High school senior with a 3.0 GPA or higher
@® 5-355,000 & 47 - $1,000 scholarships available

Apply by March1at
www.ALAforVeterans.org

===AMERICAN

LEGION

AUXILIARY
JUNIORS
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Juan Cruz Rodriquez,
Department of Puerto Rico

CRIE|2|4

Central Region Extravaganza

Columbus, Ohio
April 5-7,. 2024

Registration is now OPEN for CRE24. If you would
like to attend, please email jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com.
You must provide your name, detachment, email
address, and cell number. Registration is limited
to 50 attendees.

The event will be held on Saturday, April 6, 2024 at
the Embassy Suites Columbus Airport. There will be
events planned for both Friday and Saturday evenings,
as well as a great day of training and educational
opportunities.

If you would like to be a presenter, or have a topic you
would like covered, please send an email to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com.

Hotel reservations must be made directly with Embassy
Suites Columbus Airport.  Click here for hotel
information. The deadline to make hotel reservations
is March 6, 2024.

Please keep an eye out for more information, and we
hope to see you in Columbus!

We are still accpeting donations from squadrons,
districts, and detachments to help offset the expenses
of CRE24. If you would like to help, please email

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com for details.

Thank you in advance for your support!

S C nvERY <
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Maryland Legion Family continues

support for Special Olympians
The American Legion | February 14, 2024

For 29 year s, t he
Plunge hasserved asa fundraiser for Maryland Spe-
cial Olympics, raising millions of dollars . And this
year, the Department of Maryland American Legion
Family again was a big part of the effort.

o i :
Ruth Higgins Facebook photo

Members of the Legion Family, including Maryland
Department Commander Ruth Higgins, Sons of The
American Legion National Commander Donald Hall
Jr. and Maryland SAL Detachment Commander Joe
Lohman were the thousands who took the icy plunge
into the Chesape&ke Bay on Feb. 2 Those three
hel ped present
Family. That comes after more than $21,000 was
raised in 2023.

Among that total was the $16,000 raised by Maryland
American Legion Special Olympics Chairman Bill
Ganz, a member of Dewey Lohman Post 109 and SAL
Squadron 109 in Halethorpe. Ganz was the top indi-
vidual fundraiser in the military and first responder
division, while the Maryland Legion Family finished
second in the divisionoés

Ganz became interested in the Special Olympics when
he realized the scope of what the organization did be-
yond the Polar Bear Plunge, both nationally and inter-
nationally . That led to him taking over as the depart-

ment 6s Speci al Ol ympi cs
ago.
il |l ove every minute of [

have seen how passionate he is about Special Olym-

Maryl and?"
y me

nearly $24,

Ganz said his involvement with Special Olympics ath-

letes has provided some emotional memories i | can

go to a Special Olympic eve

out to me and say, . WiHled eBiclo
s{a?eh%%$€eg%9“$o$%@®5@%r
over to their parents

a picture of me and Wild BI

self. | 6ve felt tears many, ma n

iThese chi lrespeetil. Ghh ey Groe t he

have agood time Theyo6r e al wagesso s mi
pumped up over the Speci al

Being around the Special Olympics participants has
brought sone perspective into his life.

Al Om so appreciati vMygtamdat m
kids are OKi,Buthewhsaii dyoubdr e
(Special Olympics athletes), and when you see them
participating in sports, it brings the whole world into
perspective.

ildve al ways thought that C
body. No matter what it is, somewhere along the line
youodl L Akdow think thatds m

these kids and be with them and cheer them on, give

themapatontheback Tel I t hem t heydor
I truly believe thatodés what
The Brown Bomber
Kali Martin Schick | February 2, 2024 .
000 from the stateés Legion

More than 16 million men and women raised their
right hands and swore an oath of enlistment into the
U.S. military during World War Il. Only one was the

world heavyweight boxing champion: Joe Louis. Like
many Americans, he was drafted into the Army, en-
listing under his legal name, Joe Louis Barrow, on
Jan. 14, 1942 A champion fighter in the boxing ring,

he was ready to fight for the United States.

U BRrA i Al&bAnTAMeLd 1k,  dui8 Was one of eight chil-

dren born to Munroe and Lillie Barrow . His mother
later married a widower, who added his six children to
the household. When he was about 12, his family
moved to Detroit, where work opportunities were bet-
ter for African Americans. Louis had been slow to de-

C Rdob, 'wENEnE and falRidy Tar thad MaBy chil@eh'. S

He did not excel in school and by 15 quit, working in-

stead to support his family. ,
t, o Ganz said, noting othei

In his late teenage years, Louis began boxing with a

pics, which leads to his success at fundraising fi | 0 Mfriend and found he had a particular talent for the

talking about not only Legion people, but former
classmates, people | work with, neighborhood people.
They see how enthusiastic

sport. By 1934, he had won 50 of 54 amateur fights

and had his sncI;a hts set on going pro. Louis fought his
fitst pPofBssiBndl thiitdh orf JY 451932, and won with
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a knockout in the firstround . Loui s 6
made him a hero to Black Americans. Unlike his pre-
decessor, heavyweight champion Jack Johnson, Louis
was naturally reserved, a trait his managers urged him
not to lose. His quiet demeanor served him well.

When he spoke, people listened.

‘v“ \

Sgt. Joseph Louis Barrow speaks to assembled troops during an
appearance at Camp Hill in Newport News, Va., on Sept. 10, 1943.
National Archives

Louis spoke loudest with his fists. In 1937, he defeated
heavyweight champion James J. Braddock, earning
the title for himself . The next year, Louis faced Ger-
man boxer Max Schmeling in a rematch that carried
the weight of two ideologies: a Black American boxer
squaring of f wi t h Nazi
Their first match, in 1936, was a loss for Louis. This
time, he knocked Schmeling out in the first round .
With this victory,
and white Americans. When he donned an Army uni-
form in 1942, he still held the heavyweight title.

Prior to Louis®é
lic Relations was discussing what to do with the fa-
mous boxer. Although numerous celebrities joined
the military during World War Il and were given (or
all owed to have) combat

nities in a segregated Army were few It was deter- short.

mined he would serve Uncle Sam doing what he did

best: boxing. Louis attended boot camp; he hadto Upon Loui s6 deat h, Presi den
learn how to be a soldier even if he would not fight. In  the stringent requirements for internment at Arling-

March 1942, he was allowed to defend his title; hebeat t on Nati onal Cemetery, and

Abe Simon and raised money for the Army Emergency
Relief Fund.

A poster of Louis, dressed in combat gear and wield-
ing a rifle with a fixed bayonet, became a wildly popu-
lar war-bond advertisement. Quoting a speech Louis

S u c c eaxrsss thes Wnaekl IStates and eventually throughout

Europe.

Louis did a lot to lift the morale of Gls . Getting to see
your hero box in person was something thousands of
young men must have written home about. One story
recounted a young Gl willing to risk his already dam-

aged eyesight just for a
Bomber. o I f Louis had
sador role, he never told anyone There was just one
known rule: he refused to box in front of segregated
audiences The military was willing to bend its rules

for few, but it did for Louis.

In addition to supporting millions of Gls through his
appearances and shows, Louis stepped in to help
friends when needed. When officer candidate (and fu-
ture baseball star) Jackie Robinson knocked out a
white officerds teeth
some phone calls He not only managed to keep Rob-
inson from being court-martialed or worse, but he
carried enough clout out of the ring to help keep him
in officer candidate school. Traveling across the coun-
try, Louis could gather information and use his status
to make changes, and he is credited with helping to
desegregate Army buses.

Like the millions with whom he served, Louis had to

G adjushta lifeyoatside the Armyagiet the war .gHe joieer

The American Legion as a member of Peter Salem
Post 45 in Louisville, KY. He continued to box, though

fended his heavyweight title until his retirement in
1949, when it had becomeapparent, he was no longer
in peak form. In 1950, Louis came out of retirement,

last match was Oct. 26, 1951, against fellow Army vet-
eran and then-heavyweight contender Rocky Marci-
ano. Marciano won and apologized to Louis; even his

ied there with full military honors April 21, 1981.

Despite winning millions over his career, it is esti-
mated Louis personally earned less than $1 million.
He never shook his troubles with the IRS, though he
was able to live comfortably. Louis pursued other pas-

any

gl
p

over

Loui s o yeprsqf exhikitions hag takgm atedl onyhim. tile d84 a c k

enl i st me n tnecessitated by delts ands trowble with 4he IRS. fHiSP u b -

a sappogent rhatedt te see [the ineawyweigbt pofeat rfall u -

gave at a fundraiser, t he sionssespedqallyegglic Araongrieedmanynisinéed hee g
ing to do our part ... annadefer@ivillrightg directlyboe indiastly.dt wagdis r e
Godods side. o0 Louis did hi sdespeate play inahe s1953 Bae ®iego @pea that rea v e |
group of Black boxers and entertainers. The troupe  sulted in the removal of the bylaw excluding Black

was an enormous success, drawing huge crowdsof Gls gol fers from the Professi
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boxing ring, on the fairways or in an Army uniform,
Louis set himself apart as a fighter, advocate,friend,
and veteran.

Kali Martin Schick is senior historian at the National
Medal of Honor Museum.

Enhance your post meetings

with this training
The American Legion | February 16, 2024

The February virtual Training Tuesday, hosted by The
American Legion Internal Affairs & Membership Di-
vision, will be on how to conduct a successful post
meeting. The training will be presented by retired
Army Sgt. Maj. Gina Owens, commander of American
Legion Post 230 in Trafalgar, Ind.

Join the training on Tuesday, Feb. 27, from 7-8 p.m.
Eastern. Register here.

Owens will share best practices to running an effective
post meeting, and provide tips to enhance your post
meeting procedures.

The January Training Tuesday on service animals
is ready for you to listen to. Missed a Training Tues-
day? All recorded training sessions can be found
online at legion.org/training/training _-tuesdays
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F Date
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For God and Country
$ in payment of dues for 20
Squadron Detachment of
SONS OF THE
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LEGION
Joff Vrabel Sr If you would like to see Round-Up continue,

@Jeff-VrabelSr

s
.E" l'x

please consider making a donation to offset expenses.
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https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/1c929f1b-9ac4-48db-8c61-609d49377776@dd9d243c-8688-470f-8812-4ceb7ac50b6c
https://www.legion.org/training/261067/your-questions-answered-service-dogs
https://www.legion.org/training/training-tuesdays
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Eoerlagting
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Harold P. Fickes
Jr., 71, Hol-
lidaysburg, passed

away Monday after-
noon at his resi-

Harold P. Fickes Jr.
dence. He was born
in Altoona, son of

>
\a,
‘ )ﬁ the late Harold P.

Sr. and Alice W. (Saylor) Fickes.

On Aug. 27, 1977, henarried Cindy
J. Lynn in Williamsburg.

He is survived by his wife; two chil-
dren, Cody Fickes (Allison) of Orbi-
sonia and Brittany Fickes-Miller
(Dustin) of Altoona,; five grandchil-
dren: Bryson Miller, Dylan Miller,
Alyson Miller, Harper Fickes and
Oakley Fickes; and two sisters,
Cathy Meyer of Alexandria, Va.,
and Roberta Klepser (Fred) of Hol-
lidaysburg.

He was preceded in death by an in-
fant daughter, Amy Lynn.

Harold was a 1971 graduate of Hol-
lidaysburg Area Senior High
School. He retired from Berwind
Railway in 2018 as a railroad car in-
spector after 40 years of service.

He was a member of Zion Lutheran
Church, Sons of the American Le-
gion, Allegheny Club and Heidel-
burg Country Club.

Harold enjoyed yard work, detail-

ing cars, Western movies, and TV
shows, and especially enjoyed his
grandchildren.

Friends will be received from 2 un-
til the 4 p.m. funeral service Thurs-
day, Feb. 15, 2024, at Plank, Stitt &
Stevens Funeral Home, 421 Mont-
gomery St., Hollidaysburg, with the
Rev. Drew McCaffery officiating.

Interment will be at New Canoe
Creek Cemetery.

The family requests that donations

in memory of Harold be made to

Mending Hearts Animal Rescue,

P.O. Box 97, Hollidaysburg, PA
16648; or Central Pennsylvania
Humane Society, 1837 E. Pleasant
Valley Blvd., Altoona, PA 16602.

i nf orGoadolerncas may be made at

www.stevensfamilyfuner-
alhomes.comor Stevens Family Fu-
neral Homes Facebook page.

Joe Boyd Woody, Jr.

BER  Tupelo  na-
tive Joe Boyd
Woody, Jr.,
72, passed
away on De-
cember 24,
2023, after a
g ] short illness
in Ormond _Beach, Florida, his
home for over three decades. He at-
tended Tupelo High School and Ole
Miss and worked in the tool and die
business until his retirement. He
was active in his community. In ad-
dition to serving as a volunteer fire-
fighter and EMT, he belonged to
the Fraternal Order of Eagles since
1991, serving as chapter president
for several years He was also a
member of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion, led a successful cam-
paign to allow dogs on Ormond
Beach, and was active in the local
Republican Party. He was an avid
animal lover, loved the beach and
spending time with family and
friends.

He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther Joe, Sr., his mother Betty Jean
Cooley Woody, a sister Barbara
Jean "Babs" Davenport, and a
brother Phillip Woody . He is sur-
vived by two sisters, Ruth Elizabeth
"Beth" Varner of Wallingford
Pennsylvania, and Judith Ann
"Judy" Silas of Tupelo, Mississippi,
and a brother Bill Woody
of Ooltewah, Tennessee He also
leaves behind a son Joe Ill of Col-
lierville, Tennessee, two daughters
Melanie Sykes ofSouthaven, Mis-
sissippi, and Stephanie Woody
of Charlotte, North Carolina, eight
grandchildren, and four great
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
10:30 in the morning on June 15 at
Wesley United Methodist Church
in Tupelo.

Kelly Ray Nevin

—  Kelly
Nevin, 56,
died Monday,
February 5,
2024, at his
home in Gar-
den City, Kan-
sas He was

born September 1, 1967, in Garden
City, Kansas, the son of Sidney &
Joyce (Meier) Nevin.

Kelly has been a lifetime resident of
Garden City. He attended Garden
City schools and graduated from
Garden City High School in 1986.
Kelly worked most of his life as a
parts salesman for Machine Supply
and Peterbilt of Garden City. He
was member of ABATE District #10
and a member of the Sons of the
American Legion. Kelly enjoyed
spending his time riding motorcy-

cles, watching NASCAR, and hav-
ing time with his family, especially
his grandsons.

Survivors include a daughter Brit-

tani Powers of Garden City; his
mother Joyce Nevin of Garden City;

a sister Anita Johnson of Garden
City; a brother Johnnie Nevin of

Colorado Springs, CO; two grand-
sons Damon Powers and Nolan
Powers both of Garden City; and
several nieces and nephews Airika
Frey, Rebecca Townsley, McKenzie
Quintana, Shane Holsted, & Nick

Bayer. Kelly is preceded in death by
his father.

A Memorial service will be held at
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 17,
2024, at Garnand Funeral Home in
Garden City with James Brungardt
officiating . A private family burial
will take place at a later date. The
family suggests memorials given to
ABATE in care of the funeral home.
Condolences may be given at
www.garnandfuneralhomes.com.

James Arthur Myers Jr.

= James Arthur
? fiJi mmyo
Jr., 55, of Os-
good  passed
away Monday,
February 12,
2024, at Man-
2 derley Health
Care Center Jimmy was born on
Sunday, May 12, 1968, in Law-
renceburg; son of James Myers Sr.
and Katherine (Schillson) Myers.

Jimmy was a member of the Sons of
the Osgood American Legion He
enjoyed hunting, scrapping, and

bowling. Jimmy was an avid fan of
the Indianapolis Colts and enjoyed

watching NASCAR, especially Jeff
Gordon. Jimmy most of all cher-

ished spending time with his loving

friends and family.

Jimmy will be missed by his son
Eric Myers of Versailles; daughter
Leah Myers of Texas; and mother
Katherine Myers of Versailles.

Jimmy was preceded in death by
his father James Myers Sr. and
brother Darrell Myers.

There are no services Memorials
may be given in honor of Jimmy to
Laws-Carr-Moore Funeral Home to
help defray funeral expenses.

Laws-Carr-Moore Funeral Home
has been entrusted with arrange-
ments: PO Box 243, Milan, IN
47031; (812) 6542141 Please visit
our website at www.laws-
carrmoore.com to share your con-
dolences and memories of Jimmy.

Paul Kazalski, Jr.
Pelham, NH i

/g Paul Edward Ka-

] zalski, Jr, of Pel-
> ham, NH passed
away unexpect-
edly at his home
on February 8th,
2024. He was
born on June 12,
1975, to Debbie (Marr) and Paul E.
Kazalski, Sr. Paul was raised in Dra-
cut, Massachusetts and attended lo-
cal schools He was a graduate of
Dracut High School, where he had
been an active member of both the
football and wrestling teams.

Paul spent most of his career work-
ing as a Car Salesman for Common-
wealth Motors in Lawrence, MA and

the Ice Center in Salem, NH. In his

spare time, Paul was a member of
the Sons of the American Legion in
Pelham and a past Commander of
the Polish American Veterans of
Lowell. He was an amazing pool
player, playing for both the APA in

NHandMA. Paul 6s
do was to go fishing on the pond
with his best friend, his son, Paulie.
He also enjoyed barbequing and
cooking. He cooked for multiple

MpJaees aver the years.

He is survived by his children, Mary
Kazalski and Paul Edward Kazalski
I1; his parents, Paul and Debbie Ka-

zalski of Dracut, MA, his sister, Jen-
nifer Brown of North Port, FL; his

nephews, Riley Brown and Sylas
LaMotte of Dracut, MA; his close
friend and roommate, Jake Griffin;

friends, Hebaa
Connor.

A Celebration of Life will be held for
Paul in the springtime, at his family

home, the Kazalski Farm in Dracut.

The Kazalski Family would like to
especially thank Charlie Daher of
Commonwealth Motors, who was al-
ways so good to Paul.

Arrangements are in the care of the
Carrier Family Funeral Home, 38
Range Road, Windham, NH 03087.
To leave a message of condolence,
please visit www.carrierfuner-
alhome.com.

To sendflowers to the family of Paul
Kazalski, Jr., pleasevisit the Tribute
Store.
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Lucian L.

fiLuke 0 Lemery

Windsor, VT -
Lucian L. fiLuked
Lemery, Ill, 42,
died Monday,
February 12,
2024, at Cheshire
Medical Center in
Keene, NH.

Luke was born April 3, 1981, in
Claremont, NH a son of Lucian and
Kay (Plaster)Lemery. He grew up
in Windsor and graduated from

Windsor High School in 2000, a

member of the Vermont State Foot-
ball Champion Team. He was mar-
ried to Katie Sebasky at Echo Lake,
VT in 2014. They made their home
in Windsor, where he worked as a
cook at the Pizza Chef downtown
In 2022, Luke moved to St.

Johnsbury and worked as a meat
cutter at White's Market . He loved
to interact with the clientele.

Luke was member of the Sons of the
American Legion and a member of
Windsor Elks Lodge BPOE #1665
both in Windsor . He was a talented
billiards player and a pool shark.

He enjoyed fishing and socializing

with friends . Luke was a kind soul
with a big heart, full of love and

well-liked by all who met him.

Luke is predeceased by his father
Lucian L Lemery, Jr. and his
mother Kay Lee Lepisko. He is sur-
vived by his wife Katie Lemery of
North Clarendon, VT, a sister Dan-
ielle M. Lemery-Kenney and her
partner Chad Traverse of Grafton,
NH; stepmother Nancy Lemery of
Windsor; a stepbrother Erik Mar-
row of Bradford, VT; a stepsister,
Erin Marrow of Mar yland. His fa-
ther and mother-in-law, J. Robert,
and Susan F. Sebasky; two uncles
Jeff and his wife Lyn Ladue and
William Plaster of Bellows Falls,
VT; four aunts Mary and her hus-
band Guy Roberts of Windsor,
Tammie Scaling of Hillsboro, NH
aunt Robin Scully and aunt Linda
and husband Roger Witcomb both
of Windsor; brother in law, Chris
Sebasky of Tenn; and many cous-
ins.

A celebration of Luke's life will be
held Saturday, April 6, 2024, from
1-4pm at the American Legion Hall
in Windsor, VT. Knight Funeral
Home in Windsor assisted with ar-
rangements. Condolences may be
expressed to Luke's family in an
online guestbook at www.knightfu-
neralhomes.com.

Published by Valley News on Feb.
16, 2024.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

William L. Williams

Remsen - William

L. Williams, 76,

passed away at
Wynn  Hospital,

Utica on February

13, 2024.

»

He was born in
Utica, N.Y. on April 17, 1947,a son
of Robert and Gladys Haney Wil-
liams. He grew up in Remsen and
attended Remsen High School
William was united in marriage

with Sharon Burns on July 1, 1967
at the Floyd Methodist Church. She
died October 24, 2016. After his
marriage, the couple settled on
Llewellyn Road. He was employed
at Eastern Rock and finished off his
working career for the Town of
Steuben for many years He oper-
ated Williams Custom Cutting pro-

cessing deer and beef.

William was a member of Remsen
Volunteer Fire Department, Boon-
ville Elks Lodge, Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion and Millbrook Fish &
Game Club. He was an avid out-
doorsman enjoying hunting, fish-
ing, golfing, and NASCAR.

William was a man of few words
with an outstanding big heart. He
lived a wonderful life filled with un-
questionable love and pride for his
five girls. They spent many joyful
nights at camp with the Millbrook
Gang. You could count on a good
laugh and a stubborn eye roll and
cold Miller Light . He had a wealth
of friends the best of which were
partners.

Surviving are his five daughters,
Christine (Matt) Hodge, Tammy

(David) Owens, Kelly (Russell)
Broadbent, BillieJO (Blake) Rich-

ardson and Robin (Bill) Waite;

twelve grandchildren; six great

grandchildren and two brothers,

Jim and Ray Williams . He was pre-
deceased by his wife, parents and a
sister, Laura Taylor.

Calling hours will be from 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, February 17, 2024 fol-
lowed by a 4 p.m. service at Ackley
Mills Funeral Home, 9597 Main
Street, Remsen After the service,a
celebration of his life will continue
at the Remsen V.F.W. Spring burial
will be in Townsend Cemetery,
Stittville . Memorial contributions
may be made to the Remsen Volun-
teer Fire Department, P.O. Box
299, Remsen, N.Y. 13438 For an
online message of sympathy please
go to www.millsfuneralhomes.com .
Published by Daily Sentinel from
Feb. 16 to Feb. 17, 2024.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

! 4 =
s Blessed is the
nation whose
ek LORD;
alm 33:12a KJV

Mark Gerard Weingartz

Mark
Weingartz, age
72, of Burns-
ville, died in his
stateroom cruis-
ing off the coast
of Cabo San Lu-
cas on February
8, 2024.

Mark was born on September 25,

1951, inMankato, Minnesota to
Louis and Katherine (Marka)
Weingartz. He graduated from

Loyola High School in 1969. On
March 17, 1973, Mark was united in
marriage to Mary Morrow. He
worked for the United States Postal
Service for over 30 years.

Mark was a member of the Sons of
the American Legion. He was an
avid outdoorsman and enjoyed a
lifetime of hunting and fishing, but
his greatest joy was time spent with
his granddaughter, Sophie.

Mark is survived by his wife, Mary;
daughter, Kristen (Chris French);
son, Lance; granddaughter, Sophie
Moline; his brother and four sis-
ters; and many nieces, neph-
ews. He was preceded in death by
his parents and various beloved ca-
nine companions.

Memorial Mass will be held on

March 16, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. at SS
Peter and Paul Catholic Church
Visitation will be from 9:30 -10:30
a.m. prior to the service at the
church. Burial will be at Calvary
Cemetery, Mankato. Mankato
Mortuary is assisting the family

with arrangements. In lieu of flow-

ers, memorials are preferred.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

RENEW!

Bryce Jacobo Valdez
Bryce Jacobo Val-

dez, 21, of West
Harrison, IN,
passed away
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 14, 2024.

He was born Janu-
ary 29, 2003, in
Cincinnati, OH, son of Ramon Val-
dez and Eugenia (Lucas) Horn.

Bryce worked as a Lineman for Un-
ion Local #71 out of Columbus. He
was a member of the Sons of the
American Legion.

Bryce is survived by his parents,
Eugenia and Clint Horn and Ra-
mon Valdez; sister, Lacey (Nick);
his dog, Joey; his best friend #91,
Austin Ashcraft; many cousins; and
the South Dearborn Community.

A lantern release will be held at the
South Dearborn Football Field on
Sunday, February 18, 2024 at 6:00
pm.

A memorial visitation will be held
on Monday, February 19, 2024,
4:00 pm T 8:00 pm at the Rullman
Hunger Funeral Home, 219 Me-
chanic Street, Aurora, IN.

A memorial service will be at 8:00
pm with Rev. Tim Halloran officiat-

ing.

Contributions may be made in lov-
ing memory of Bryce Valdez at Civ-
ista Bank.

Visit: www.rullmans.com.

Be an
encourager.
The world has

plenty of critics

already.

Dave Willis
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— During a luncheon that day, Seehafer pointed to
;A M E R I CA N Nazi Germany, the Japaneseempire, and the Soviet

Union as examples of military strength without
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American Legion National Commander Daniel J.
Seehafer elaborated on the meaning of right making
might during two keynote addresses at the 90th an-
nual American Legion Pilgrimage to the Tomb of

Abraham Lincoln Monday. American Legion Auxiliary Past National President

Sharon Conatser, an lllinois native, compared Lin-
colnés commitment to veter.
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it when he walked the Earth, and we still believe it

and follow that mantra now

American Legion National Commander Daniel Seehafer visits Sons of The American Legion National Commander

the Tomb of Abraham Lincoln on Monday, Feb. 12. E)O n n .‘] . R. 0 H all al so s.pok |
John Raughter/The American Legion iPresident Lincoln once sali

to predict the futurednToe- t

APresident Li ncolwhichhdafidedmo r 8ay, thg gregtesf wayto honor himiis to create a great
his entire career, o Sdag-hafdutdldied adurtihreg Adnevri eCaathh L e g
ing held on the morning of the 16th presidentds birth
day. iHe knew it was right t o Spehates suggested thateAmeriggnso should nthink
emancipate the slaves His charitable nature would about Lincoln when they vote. il n November
have undoubted|y benefited his most hardened op- nation will once again return to the pO"S to elect a
ponents had an assassi nds Banmandei-in-ghigh We sheulsl @lgbe ingpired byn a -
tion of his leadership dur itharganwhosedifhsday we celebrate gpday In this

room, we have Democrats, Republicans, and Inde-

pendent s, yet we are here

"

18 | BETEONE | Round Up



https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=John%20Raughter&p=jraughter&s=legion.org&subject=Commander%20praises%20Lincoln%E2%80%99s%20%E2%80%98moral%20clarity%E2%80%99%20&url=https://www.legion.org/commander/261102/commander-praises-lincoln%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98moral-clarity%E2%80%99

Seehafer said fWe are here to remember one of the cemetery in Alexandria on Monday February

Ameri cands gr e dnthiseartwagnets i d &th atdlam to be there in support of veteran with

an R,D, oranl. Itwas aV, for veteran. It is ironic little to no family and friends left. Let's give this air-

that the man who led the nation during its most di- man a proper send off.

vided period, and the man who famously said, oA

house divided cannot st andilén itshet cadaeya, p@ar Haopgs of he@eo

most beloved and unifying figure in American his- doing a | ot of evegsnidshA Tahte t

tory. o funeral home had found out he was a veteran but
couldndét find any family o

to us to see i f any of us

could arrange (an honor guard). Cat put it out on

soci al media, and it just |

Post 24 shares a facility with Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 3113, so both posts put the word out about
Mi nt 06 s upc o rhocal medif also picked|
up the story.

The result was dozens of men and women who had
never met Minto i most of them veterans from var-

p. ious organizations I showing up on Feb. 5 at Alex-
© 1011 Now video still andria Catholic Cemetery to give their respects to

Minto . The joint color guard from Posts 24 and 3113

Nebraska Legionnaires help also provided the honor guard for the funeral, while
. i members of the two posts also served as pallbearers;
prowdeflnalgoodbye temperatures hovering in t
to Korean War veteran veterans from honoring one of their own.
The American Legion | February 12, 2024

_ _ Al't was a good. iMygstd Bvemnyp
When David Bruns became commander of American there was from one veterans organization or an-

Legion Post 24 in Fairbury, Neb., one of the first other. In the veteran community we take care of our
things he did to regeneratgwhhge postods energy was to
ask Post Adjutant Catherine Lovgren to set up a so-

cial media presence to share what the post was doing A U.S. Navy veteran, Bruns said when you join the

and what was happening at the facility. U. S. military, youobve ear n
when delivered to your final resting place. i On c e

Lovgren did that, creating a Facebook page that upon a time you wrote that

shares post news and events, acknowledging mili-

tary milestones and even using it to share photos and AYou deserve a funeral .o

comments from Lovgren when she visits another

American Legion post. Lack of funding threatens

But recently, the page was used as a call to action, discounted internet service for

and the result was a Korean War veteran getting the more than 1 million veterans
proper final send-off by his fellow veterans. Ken Olsen| February 5, 2024

More than 1 million vet-
erans could lose dis-
counted internet service
because a federal assis-
tance program is running
out of money. They are

When Post 24 learned that Korean War Air Force
veteran Robert Minto had passed away and Gerdes
Meyer Funeral Home had been unable to locate any
of his family, the post put out the following message
on Facebook:

This page is to promote the American Legion and among nearly 23 million
get he|p to veterans and service members as best we U.S. households that receive a $30 to $75 reduction
can. Sometimes our help isn't for this life but for the in their monthly bill through the Federal Communi-

next one. We are asking anyone who can come to cation Commissionds (FCC)
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https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Ken%20Olsen&p=magazine&s=legion.org&subject=Lack%20of%20funding%20threatens%20discounted%20internet%20service%20for%20more%20than%201%20million%20veterans&url=https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/261056/lack-funding-threatens-discounted-internet-service-more-1-million-veterans

Program. This financial help often determines
whether these families can afford internet service.

RnCost is one of the
the internet, o says Amy
the National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) . But
unless Congress steps up, funding for the Affordable

visits grew more than 600% between March 2020
and March 2021 alone and demand remains high
even as the pandemic subsides The agency logged

si n gl enedrly YJnglleos telehdaldhrvisits with mral veteratsa v i n
H u finffisoa 2023. Yeat dsimany asdb¥ ofewral veterang o r

who are enrolled in VA health care lack access to in-
ternet capable of supporting support telehealth ser-

Connectivity Program will runoutby May . i T h e r e 6 gices, according to the agency.

no sugarcoating
says AiMore than 22 million
choose between internet and groceries, internet and

medicine, internet, and gas | t 6 s
think about going

Legislation introduced in both houses of Congress in
January could provide an additional $7 billion in
funding and extend the internet financial aid pro-
gram through the end of the year, Huffman says. But
prospects for passage of this shortterm extension
are uncertain given
other funding measures. And because funding is
dwindling, the Affordable Connectivity Program will
stop enrolling new households this week. i We
fighting for the continuation of the program while
simultaneously preparing our community to support
consumers in the case
says of the libraries, schools, faith-based organiza-
tions, and other groups that belong to the National
Digital Inclusion Alliance.

The Ameri can Legionds
tee passedResolution No. 1in May 2021, calling on
federal agencies to prioritize broadband expansion
in rural areas i home to more than 5.6 million for-
mer servicemembers. High-speed internet access is
particularly important for veterans living in rural ar-
eas because they depend on the technology for
health care, education, and other needs. More than
half have at least one serviceconnected health issue
They also are more likely to be dealing with diabetes,
high blood pressure and heart conditions, according
to VA.

Lack of broadband access also hampers veterans ac-
cess to online education,training, and their ability to
work remotely. And it affects more than 1.1 million
veteran-owned business in rural America by restrict-
ing their access to markets, financing, grants, and
supplies, according to The American Legion.

The need to expand rural high-speed internet service
became even more acute as the COVIBEL9 pandemic
forced medical providers to replace in-person ap-
pointments with telehealth visits, universities to
switch to online classes and millions of people to
trade their office jobs for telework . VA telehealth

how painful this wildl
h oTihes biphriisandrérastnuctlird Invastmerg and dobs

back to

Congr edudffansaysr uggl es to

t he

be, 0 Huf f man

Act, signed into law in November 2021, allocated

heart br ed2bibifiog towa rural broadband deployment as
pdrt aftthe wewly created Broadband Equity and De-

ployment program, Huffman says. The results of
this effort to build the physical internet infrastruc-
ture should begin to appear in the next few years
Meanwhile, another $2.7 billion was allocated to
making sure people have the skills and equipment to
use the internet once they have broadband access,
agree o

The I nfrastructure Act

a r e able Connectivity Program. In addition to helping

reduce the cost of home internet service, the pro-
gram provides up to $100 toward the purchase of
pomputer equipment.d $Houdehditls thét nireclode
someone participating in a certain veterans pension
and survivors benefit programs qualify for the finan-

cial assistance, according to the FCC.

Nat i on &l202E the FCC and Veterai® @emafits Administra-

tion streamlined the eligibility verification process,
making it easier for veterans to take advantage of the
Affordable Connectivity Program, according to the
FCC 1t 6s been
2023, the program was providing more than
960,000 veterans and survivors help with their
monthly internet bills . That number continues to in-
crease And rural residents have enrolled in the pro-
gram at higher rates than the urban counterparts,
which should help spur development of more rural
internet access, according to the FCC.

Unfortunately, the Affordable Connectivity Program

ran out of money sooner than anticipated and the
legislation introduced in January is considered a
short-term solution that provides Congress and the
FCC time to come up with a permanent way of fund-
ing lower-cost internet service for those in need,
Huffman says. The prospect of losing even this tem-
porary financial assistance keeps her up at night

il 6ve | ost a |l ot of sl eep

says iBef ore the pandemic,
without having internet access. But no't
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https://archive.legion.org/node/3582

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL ADJUTANT

PO BOX 1055, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206-1055 * WWW.LEGION.ORG/SONS * P: 317-630-1205

TO: 2023-2024 SAL NATIONAL DIRECTORY
MEMO: SAL NATIONAL RESOLUTION FLOW PROCESS
Resolutions should be submitted at least 30 days before NEC or Convention.

All resolutions will be timestamped by the National Sons of The American Legion (SAL) Liaison with the National
Adjutant being informed through each step of the process. Once a resolution is numbered, the original number
will stay attached with possible revision numbering added on if necessary. All resolutions will be reviewed by the
TAL Resolution Screening Committee (RSC) before being reviewed by the SAL commission or committee.

1) Resolution sent to National Liaison for recording. National Liaison assigns a number and acknowledges
receipt of the resolution to the sender.

2) National Liaison informs the National Adjutant of the status of resolutions. The National Adjutant will
coordinate with the TAL RSC chairman to coordinate a meeting time.

3) Three weeks before the meeting (NEC or Convention), RSC meets, reviews the resolutions, and returns
to the National Liaison for the next step. (If the resolution has financial intent, RSC will forward it to the
National Liaison to record receipt and (24hrs) send the resolution to TAL Finance Commission for review.

4) The National Liaison sends the numbered resolution to the SAL commission or committee for them to
champion and will cc the SAL Sub-committee on resolutions.

5) The commission or committee will meet at the NEC or convention for disposition status. Approved
resolutions are sent to the Sub-committee on resolutions. When the commission or committee has
reviewed, modified, or rejected the resolution it will return to the national liaison. Approved resolutions are
officially sent to the Sub-committee on resolutions. Rejected resolutions will be returned to the sponsoring
detachment as well as the commission or committee with an explanation.

6) Sub-committee on resolutions meets at the NEC or convention before going to the SAL NEC. Rejected or
held for further study are notated in the report of the commission to the NEC, but not presented to the
NEC.

7) All SAL NEC resolutions are given to the TAL |A commission in the |A report to the TAL NEC for review
and approval. Once approved, all resolutions are placed on the website.

Respectfully,

Chihory () Unigt

Anthony W. Wright (PA)
National Adjutant
Sons of The American Legion
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2024 SAL 75% Target Date Membership Report: February 14, 2024

2024 DET. | NEEDED TO MEET 2024
# |DETACHMENT | YEAREND | 75%TARGET | ACTUAL °2N%F(: oor | RENAL 5%
GOAL 211412024 MBRSHP

1 |HAWAII 120 -30 120 100.00% 89.92
2 |SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 -379 1,587 98.51% 83.42
3 |PUERTO RICO 156 -32 149 95.51% 89.54
4 |FRANCE 168 -33 159 94.64% 82.53
5 |NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 -205 1,011 94.05% 84.72
6 |WISCONSIN 4,398 -809 4,107 93.38% 83.07
7 |SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 -249 1,426 90.83% 76.31
8 |FLORIDA 23,066 -3,472 20,771 90.05% 75.39
9 |RHODE ISLAND 348 -44 305 87.64% 74.64
10 [IOWA 4914 -606 4,291 87.32% 79.79
11 |NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 -652 5172 85.81% 76.42
12 |OREGON 1,534 -166 1,316 85.79% 70.71
13 |[MARYLAND 16,803 -1,780 14,382 85.59% 77.99
14 |OHIO 31,690 -3,185 26,952 85.05% 78.26
15 [MICHIGAN 26,236 -2,593 22,270 84.88% 75.98
16 |PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 -6,195 53,254 84.87% 78.88
17 |LOUISIANA 1,821 -177 1,543 84.73% 78.15
18 |CONNECTICUT 1,865 -181 1,580 84.72% 74.32
19 [MINNESOTA 11,435 -1,100 9,676 84.62% 78.22
20 |NEW YORK 30,663 -2,935 25,932 84.57% 77.40
21 |INEBRASKA 6,992 -649 5,893 84.28% 80.37
22 [ILLINOIS 13,716 -1,273 11,560 84.28% 78.13
23 |DIST OF COL 91 -8 76 83.52% 76.14
24 |GEORGIA 4,887 -371 4,036 82.59% 72.09
25 |ARIZONA 8,595 -641 7,087 82.45% 68.60
26 |ALABAMA 2,100 -155 1,730 82.38% 71.06
27 |INDIANA 37,244 -2,672 30,605 82.17% 75.98
28 |VERMONT 3,920 -281 3,221 82.17% 76.56
29 |VIRGINIA 4,367 -308 3,583 82.05% 71.30
30 |NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 -192 2,269 81.91% 68.06
31 |MISSISSIPPI 736 -49 601 81.66% 70.31
32 |WYOMING 1,248 -75 1,011 81.01% 71.76
33 |[TENNESSEE 1,792 -103 1,447 80.75% 67.58
34 |DELAWARE 2,596 -141 2,088 80.43% 71.75
35 |TEXAS 5,783 -259 4,596 79.47% 68.24
36 |COLORADO 2,952 -121 2,335 79.10% 68.05
37 |[MONTANA 1,091 -41 859 78.74% 74.05
38 [NEW MEXICO 1,582 -55 1,241 78.45% 61.58
39 |CALIFORNIA 11,292 -374 8,843 78.31% 67.28
40 [INEW JERSEY 9,662 -283 7,529 77.92% 69.65
41 |KANSAS 6,055 -168 4,709 TT.77% 71.64
42 |WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 -67 2,012 77.59% 67.85
43 |UTAH 460 -10 355 T7117% 66.00
44 IMASSACHUSETTS 5,432 -117 4,191 77.15% 69.82
45 |MAINE 2,757 -57 2125 77.08% 68.17
46 |IDAHO 659 -12 506 76.78% 59.00
47 |ARKANSAS 406 -7 311 76.60% 60.93
48 |LATIN AMERICA 33 0 25 75.76% 37.50
49 |MISSOURI 3,337 -2 2,505 75.07% 67.00
50 |WASHINGTON 2,682 4 2,008 74.87% 59.99
51 |ALASKA 1,740 3 1,302 74.83% 62.46
52 |NEVADA 387 16 274 70.80% 60.61
53 |KENTUCKY 2,399 198 1,601 66.74% 56,97
54 |OKLAHOMA 1,430 119 954 66.71% 53.68
55 [PHILIPPINES 79 15 44 55.70% 53.16

Grand Totals: 382,111 -32,952 319,535 83.62% 75.30
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