Round -Ap

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL §
TARGET DATE

WFebruary 14, 20249

Volume 5 | Number 22| Issue 221 | January 28, 2024

Multiyear member open
to 2025

The American Legion | January 22, 2024

Hilary Ott /The American Legion

If you renewed for the 2024 American Legion mem-
bership year prior to the new multiyear membership
rollout on Dec. 4, you can now take
advantage of a threeyear member-
ship starting with the 2025 mem-
bership year.

Visit legion.orag/renew for the mul-
tiyear membership of 2025, 2026
and 2027.

Legionnaires still needing to renew
for 2024 or veterans joining the or-
ganization for the first time can also
lock-in a three-year membership
(2024, 2025 and 2026) by visit-
ing legion.org/renew or le-

gion.org/join .

Here is what you need to know about the
three -year membership:

1 Multiyear membership sign -up is only available
on the national American Legion website

renewals

(legion.org/renew and legion.org/join ). Current
or potential members cannot renew or join for a
three-year membership at the post level or
through MyLegion.org.

1 Payment for the three-year membership will be
upfront.

9 There is not a discounted rate with the three-year
membership.

1 Membership cards will still be sent annually by Le-
gion posts.

1 Those who sign up for a multiyear membership
will not receive a renewal notice during the time
they have signed up for the multiyear member-
ship.

Please note that the multiyear membership will work
just like PUFL. Whatever rate the member renews at
is what the post/department/na-
tional will receive for the duration of
that timeframe. For example, if a
member renews today (before na-
tional per-capita $5 dues increase
come July 1, 2024), National will re-
ceive $18.50 for the next three years
For
capita is currently $10 and is going
to be raised to $15 on July 1, 2024,
then the department will receive the
$10 for the next three years. Once
the member renews after the three-
year renewal is up, the renewal rate
will adjust to the rate at that time.

A multiyear membership was approved by the Na-
tional Executive Committee of The American Legion
during the
Resolution 1: Purchase of Multiple Years of Member-
shi p appr oyea gilot firagram offerang the
purchase of three consecutive 12month member
terms at the then current
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Donald “JR” Hall, Jr.
B,u unh '@p National Commander ?

Representing More Than Me,

Donald “JR” Hall, Jr. (MD) National Commander

Robert L. Bristo (MN) Central National Vice-Commander
John R. Cook (NH) Northeast National Vice-Commander
Terry A. Harris (KS) Midwest National Vice-Commander
Linwood A. Moore (VA) Southeast National Vice-Commander
James R. Fischer (CA) Western National Vice-Commander

Donald L. A J R0 JH,a&N&tibnal Commander
Sons of The American Legion

More

From the Editor

Christopher Carlton (IN)
Immediate Past National Commander

Joseph Navarrete (NM)
Leading Candidate for National Commander

William Clancy Il (NY)
Trailing Candidate for National Commander

Round-Up is a publication designed to disseminate information related to
Sons of The American Legion and the American Legion Family and is pub-
lished weekly and distributed each Sunday.

Round-Up is a collection of information procured from various resources to
stay better informed on happenings within The American Legion Family, and
of other related topics of interest, and makes no claims or guarantees about
the accuracy or currency of the contents of this publication, and expressly Dondt tdsignup &t The Millennium, the organ-

disclaims liability for errors and omissions. i zati onos new nati onal mont

tions for how to sign-up appear later in this issue.

SUBMITTING ARTICLES: All submissions are to be made electronically
to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. If you need assistance, please send an email

fo same. Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible

All information must be submitted by noon each Friday. RENEW TODAY!

PNVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

Rusty Myers, Contributor
Lou Michaels, Contributor

Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

click a button below for more information
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Robert L. Bristo

Central National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Second Wednesday Quarterly
September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802

Al d&m t he ONE, Youbdbre th

@

For the Commander,i Bel i eve and

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman

John R. Cook

Northeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode: 469 153

James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

What 6s up, Westside?

Teamwork. Coming together is the beginning. Keep-
ing together is progress. Working together is success!
Look at our success January 18, 2024, we needed to

hit our 60% goal. Great job Westside!!! Go Alaska,

ONE. BE t he

Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Latin
America, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming for hitting the goal .
Great job all, we always come on strong If you need
any help or have any questions, please let me know |
am just a call or email away.

Teamwork is the secret that makes common people
achieve uncommon results. Thanks again for every-
thing you do for this great organization.

M otivation

ONE! o
Respectfully For God and Country,

Succeedo

Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman

Terry A. Harris

Midwest National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Fourth Wednesday Quarterly
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685

Linwood A. Moore

Southeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 6, 2024 | June 5, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

Mistakes are proof
that you're trying.

Ernest Hemingway
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09

Remembering the
Greatest Generation

Harding Mallow

Harding Amos Mallow, age
103, a resident of Laurel
Mountain, passed from this
life Monday, January 22,
2024 at Ruby Memorial
Hospital in Morgantown,
WV. He had been in failing
health, but death was unex-
pected.

Harding was born August 17,
1920 in Montrose, a son of
the late George Amos Mal-
low and Barbara Jane Smith Mallow. On October 4,
1952, he married the former Texie Bright who survives
at home. Also left to cherish his memory are three
children, Leon Mallow and wife Terry, Delores Mosh-
uda, and husband Ralph (deceased) and Diane Parks
and husband Steven, and grandson George Mallow
and wife Katie. Also preceding him in death were six
siblings, Guy Mallow, Carl Mallow, Hobart Mallow,
Jess Mallow Simmons, Laura Mallow, and Bertha
Mallow Lancaster, two infant brothers and son-in-
law, Ralph Moshuda.

Harding was a 1940 graduate of Elkins High School
and was a Veteran of World War Il, serving in the US
Coast Guard from August 1942 through October 1945
He graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree from
Davis & Elkins College and a Master of Science Degree
from West Virginia University . He taught school in
Baltimore for one year and was a science teacher and
assistant principal in the Randolph County Schools
for thirty -one years.

Harding enjoyed gardening, woodworking, hunting,
fishing and was truly at home with nature . He loved
spending time with his family and friends.

Friends may call from 5:00 pm until 7:00 pm Thurs-

day, January 25, 2024 at the Tomblyn Funeral Home
in Elkins. A funeral service will be held at 11:00 am
Friday, January 26, 2024 from the funeral home

Legion and Tygart Valley Post 3647 Veterans of For-
eign Wars.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American
Kidney Fund, 11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 300, Rock-
ville, MD 20852, https://secure.kidneyfund.org in
memory of Harding.

The Tomblyn Funeral Home of Elkins is in charge of
the arrangements for Harding Amos Mallow . Condo-
lences may be expressed to the family at
www.tomblynfuneralhome.com .

Tosend flowersto the family orplant a treein
memory of Harding Mallow, pleasevisit our floral

BETEONE

youdr e v ecbneernadnaboutronecconitastithe o r
Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support Dial 988
then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chator text
838255.

New York continues to promote
Be the One

The American Legion | January 24, 2024

During his tenure as American Legion Department of

New York commander from 2022 to 2023, David Ri-

ley . madeitapointt o bri ng upBetthhe L
One veteran suicide prevention program at all of his

stops.

And when Timothy Collmer took over as department
commander | ast summer, he w
the attention Be the One was getting within the state.
That s why heds also made t
cluding at t he -WinepCGonferaneent 6 s
Collmer briefed the media on Be the One and also an-
nounced the department was awarding two grants to
organizations that assist at-risk veterans. Discussions

also took place on how to recognize veterans who may

be at risk and then urge them to receive help.

and | have been

iDave good

chapel with Rev. Brian L. Seders officiating. Inter- years, 0 Coh(Ber thbhai ©®ne) wa:
ment will follow at the Mountain State Memorial Gar- thing last year, and | just carried it over. To me, it
dens near Gilman where full military honors will be made sense: Continue on wit
accorded at the gravesite by members of the United and hel p as many veterans a
States Coast Guard, H.W. Daniels Post 29 American
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https://secure.kidneyfund.org/
http://www.tomblynfuneralhome.com/
http://tomblyn-funeral-home.tributestore.com/?oId=30489674&tag=&source=fb0,tco_description&tn=V2MSticky&otv=Frazer_MS2_Cont&mtph=1
https://tree.tributestore.com/?oId=30489674&tag=&source=fb0,tco_description&otv=Frazer_MS2_Cont&mtph=1
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http://tomblyn-funeral-home.tributestore.com/?oId=30489674&tag=&source=fb0,tco_description&tn=V2MSticky&otv=Frazer_MS2_Cont&mtph=1
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://www.legion.org/betheone/258120/new-york-state-commander-making-%E2%80%98be-one%E2%80%99-priority
https://legionorg-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sbrooks_legion_org/Documents/betheone.org
https://legionorg-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sbrooks_legion_org/Documents/betheone.org
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York Commander Tim Collmer talks to the
medi a about Be the One duWidten g

ti%e departmer{.tos i, d
Conference. o local organizations working to
Department of New York photo prevent veteran suicide
The American Legion | January 25, 2024

\ \ -
Department of New VA to award $52.5 millionMi_n grants

A member of Daniel Goho Post 87 in Dansville,

Collmer said part of every speech he delivers at Legion  Today, VA announced the availability of $52.5 million

functions is on Be the One. For him, an experience in funding for grants to community -based organiza-

assisting a veteran as a county service officer is why  tions that provide or coordinate suicide prevention

preventing veteran suicides is so important to him. services for veterans and their families 8 including
conducting veteran mental health screenings, provid-

fil was on my way i nto Wwo linl casemanagéret dnil Pedr suppdrd sérvicese de-
called me up and sai.d,6 m Wiavering enfeyéncyhcinidal seivieed, geliching out to
ing to commit sifilicsdedpo o Neerassatoiskdffsificide, andmore.
not. 6 | went right to his house, took the gun out of
hand, and took him into the office . | was with him un- These grants will b &tafaSwmrar d e
til 3 od6clock in the mor niegng Paakkr Gorton FoB &dichle MédentloM&rdnt ¢ a |
Center) making sure he got the help he needed And Program. The Notice of Funding Opportunity pro-
sof or me, i tos personal . 0 Vvidesinformation about the program, eligibility, and
award process. Applications are due by 11:59 p.m.
In the past two years, the Department of New Yorkhas ~ E.T., April 26 and awards will be granted to eligible
awarded more than $500,000 in grants to organiza- entities by Sept. 30, 2024. The funds will be used by
tions directly helping veterans at risk of suicide or the selected organizations in fiscal year 2025.
homelessness The grants awarded during this yeards
conference were: Since 2021, VA has worked aggressively to expand
support for Veterans in crisis, including offering no -
1 $100,000 to the American Legion Auxiliary Foun- cost health care to veterans in suicidal crisis at VA or
dation to fund creative arts therapy for struggling non-VA facilities ; launching the 988 (then press 1) to
vets; and help veterans connect more quickly with caring, qual-
1 $30,000 to High and Mighty Therapeutic Riding ified responders through the Veterans Crisis
and Driving Center in Ghent, N.Y., to help fund Line; partnering with community -based suicide pre-
equine therapy for vets with post-traumatic stress vention organizations to provide veterans with on-
disorder. the-ground support; expanding firearm suicide pre-
vention efforts ; and encouraging veterans to reach out
Altds unbelievabl e how we IfdrhelpBreughtametiond me¢c)an shiads préwvenson r e
ceived, 0 Cadlll mér nkaiid 6 s aawgrerest cahdaigniMgving afervdard, VA and
we need to keep on going with it and get those (sui-  the Biden-Harris Administration will continue to
cide) numbersdown. | t needs to be avorkuegentlydoedd veterad suieide through apublic
going to carry it on.o health approach that combines both community -

based and clinically based strategies to save lives.

% nveterans in crisis should
h services and support they needi including mental
health screenings, peer support, emergency services,
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https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-01531/funding-opportunity-staff-sergeant-fox-suicide-prevention-grant-program
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-01531/funding-opportunity-staff-sergeant-fox-suicide-prevention-grant-program
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-provides-free-emergency-suicide-prevention-care-to-nearly-50000/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-provides-free-emergency-suicide-prevention-care-to-nearly-50000/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-provides-free-emergency-suicide-prevention-care-to-nearly-50000/
https://news.va.gov/105714/new-veterans-crisis-line-number-dial-988-then-press-1/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-awards-veteran-suicide-prevention-grants/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-awards-veteran-suicide-prevention-grants/
https://www.va.gov/reach/lethal-means/
https://www.va.gov/reach/lethal-means/
https://www.va.gov/REACH
https://www.va.gov/REACH
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Military-and-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Strategy.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Public_health_model_for_suicide_prevention.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Public_health_model_for_suicide_prevention.pdf

and mor eVAoSecetary enis McDonough e
AfThere are countl ess great er -
ica that work side-by-side with VA to do this life -sav-
ing work, and we are proud t| s .
This will be the third round of grants awarded as part
of \BhafdIergeant Parker Gordon Fox Suicide Pre-
vention Grant Program. In September 2023,
VA awarded grants totaling $52.5 million to 80 com-
munity -based organizationsin 43 states, Washington, /2
D.C., Guam, and American Samoa. The grant program | | g
is named after Parker Gordon Fox, a sniper instructor ‘.,, W
who died by suicide at the age of 25. Ameridgn Legion FamllghmembersAof Post 34 in Rhode Island
pledge to Be the One.
Grant funding will be divided into two priorities . Un- Legiontown.org
der Priority 1, VA will provide opportunities for fund-
ing to those entities with existing SSG Fox SPGP When Laquerre heard about t
awards. Under Priority 2, new organizations can ap- vention mission with Be the One he bought over 70
ply for grants worth up to $750,000 . Following the Be the One T-shirts for members of his post family .
selection of Priority 1 grantee applicants, any remain-  He then coordinated a photo of everyone in their
ing funds will be awarded according to Priority 2. VA shirts on Jan. 1 to pledge their support for Be the One
may prioritize the distribution of suicide prevention in the new year.
services grants under this priority to: (i) Rural com-
munities; (i) Tribal lands; (iii) Territories of the It was an opportunity for Laquerre to support Be the
United States; (iv) Medically underserved areas; (V) One by showing fAthe world
Areas with a high number or percentage of minority speci al in my |ife what | S
veterans or women veterans; and (vi) Areas with a see that our goal isto helpeveryone | t 6s not j
high number or percentage of calls to the Veterans  Legionnaires. | t 6s t he SAL, itods th
Crisis Line. Listen to their stories and reach out to them when they
need it. Give them a call Ask how they're doing. Do
If you or someone you know is having thoughts of su-  they need a ride someplac® Do you want to be with
icide, contact the Veterans Crisis Line to receive free, someone? (The photo) was a way to show apprecia-
confidential support and crisis intervention available tion to all those (Legion Family members) who helped
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a yeaDial ~ me. Because they were the one for me.
988 then press 1, chat online atVeteransCri-
sisLine.net/Chat, or text 838255. iWe can help spread the wor
One for one another. o
Rhode Island Legionnaire pays it
forward with Be the One
The American Legion | January 26, 2024
- _ o DONATE TODAY
Robert Laquerre joined The American Legion in April
2023 at 71 years old after making some life changes ey —
He moved to Charlestown, R.I., and joined Post 34 —— A M E R I CA N
where he found fAa bunch o d
ANEverybody . Bvargbody has theriown set
of circumstances that they had to deal with in their
|l i ves, and it was very tou e. 0
CLICK HERE

As he began to learn about the Legion Familyi Le-
gionnaires, Sons of The American Legion, Auxiliary
and Legion Ridersi t he Marine Corps
that we were all the same That we were all one And
they are the ones who were here for me, and | wanted
to pay that forward. o

veteran nf el t

"
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https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/ssgfox-grants/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-awards-veteran-suicide-prevention-grants/
http://veteranscrisisline.net/Chat
http://veteranscrisisline.net/Chat
http://www.legiontown.org/
https://www.legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/donate

National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information
subject to change.

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey, Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19, 2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

Century Committee

Joe Gladden, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11, 2024 | August 13, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph Lohman, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024
May 13, 2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

Finance Commission

William G. Hil|, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
April 18, 2024 | July 18, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

WHEN
Ul <=
STOPPING
THINK
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mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

Member Training &
Development
Committee

Michael Cotton, Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

Membership &
Squadron Activities
Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Legion Flag & Emblem.

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch”  where you will be directed to www.myl-
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman

Second Monday Bi-Monthly
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12,2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824

lllinois American Legion sees a
commitment to quality of care at
state veterans home

Cameran Richardson

The nearly 300 veterans and their
spouses residing at the historic IlI-
linois Veterans Home in Quincy will soon have new
state-of-the-art facilities to move into that will provide
enhanced care and amenities for a better quality of
life. A 251,000-square-foot long-term care facility
and a 74,900-square-foot independent living facility
are under construction as part of a $300 million ren-
ovation and rehabilitation project funded by the state
of Illinois.

WATCH ON I:vouruhe|

AWebve al ways cared f.orhis
home has al ways been a
Dave Clifford, chief engineer at the lllinois Veterans
Home overseeing the construction. i But we
glad what we are getting now will better care for these
residents. These residents are coming from different
theaters, different wars and their needs are changing
This facility will be flexible enough to change with
those needs and meet those needs That is important
to us. o

Clifford and Administrator Chuck Newton gave a tour
of the new construction to American Legion Depart-
ment of lllinois leadership and National Vice Com-
mander Mark Shreve of Georgia, who was visiting the
department, on Jan. 19. Dressed in personal protec-
tive equipment, Shreve, lllinois Past National Com-
mander and Department Adjutant Marty Conatser,
Department Commander Delmar Buske, Sons of The
American Legion Detachment Commander Michael
Vozar, Auxiliary Department President Angie

g rsaié i |

Golightly, National Executive Committeeman Roy
Weber, and others walked through the long-term care
and independent living facility to see for themselves
the state-of-the-art facilities veterans and their loved
one will call home.

It was important for Conatser to bring department

leadership to help spread the word throughout the
state to other Legion Family members of the dedica-
tion being made at the 138-year-old home to improve

careforveterans i There i s a r eal CO
mad e here, 0 CdAat ®¢r ofaiodir
dondot realize that they hav

ment to bring it up to a state-of-the-art facility . | t 6 s
going to be top-notch. This home will eventually be
the standard of more of a home setting for our veter-
ans instead of just a room

Legion Family members boarded a bus to tour parts
of the 21%acre campus and new facilities They first
visited the long-term care facility, which Clifford de-
scribed by saying, .l M odusd rneo
going to thinlkt d/so ua ruenihgpouee f

The long-term care facility will house 210 skill -care
beds and provide full amenities, to include a movie
theater, pub, and a café that the independent living
residents will have full access to, verandas and a gar-
den. It also has a state of-the-art kitchen that will feed
all residents, a pharmacy and an expansive laundry
room that features a sheet folding and shirt-press ma-
chine. Shreve was impressed with the technology of a
sheet folding machine.

AiThis is really a strong co

obmpyvevemans ettt mMergual ity

preeél Yokowearteo os &ejtdh
rything that | look at in the lens of our veterans is re-

s @y theirgyality of life, and what | see at this facility
is a commitment to building that quality of life . And
that when a veteran comes |
comfortable, theydre going
ing to be very happy with the things that go on here.
If | was a veteran in Illinois, | would want to come here
and have this as part of my

Both facilities are designed to provide a home-like en-

vironment with hardwood floors, large windows that

open, spacious living quarters, tile, woodgrain finish-

ings, barn doors leading to the bathroom, quality fin-

ishes, electric fireplaces in the common areas, and

more. A covered four-season walkway will connect

the two facilities for veterans, their spouses,and staff

to use.
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Cameran%20Richardson&p=crichardson&s=legion.org&subject=Illinois%20American%20Legion%20sees%20a%20commitment%20to%20quality%20of%20care%20at%20state%20veterans%20home&url=https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/260954/legionnaires-see-commitment-quality-care-illinois-veterans
https://youtu.be/FH-RX7fGc7g

The independent living facility will have 80 one -bed-
room and studio apartments. Currently, residents liv-
ing in the two domiciliary buildings were built in 1907
and 1909.

AThis 1 s a .Rasglents depegve this rew
infrastructur e, wi t hout a

that the veterans are excited to movein. A The v e
ansloveit 1 t 6s that piece of ¢
but candét quite get to it

be good when you get it. They are seeing this project
from start to finish . They want to get in those build-
ings sooner than later. And we want them in those
buildings. Ther eés a hubbub all

With the new infrastructure, Clifford is excited to pro-
vide the veterans a true dining experience The food
currently served is put in meal delivery trays that, be-
cause of transportation, is not always hot, and the
same food is put oneach tray unless there is a specific
dietary need. Now, meals will be served hot and fresh
from a buffet, on a real plate, that comes directly from
the new high-end kitchen in the long-term care facil-

ity.

inltds going to be a whole
said. T We want to create an
that 6s what we are going

Part of that experience will be the residents will never
seeing a commercial truck backed up to the property,
as it will all be done in a tunnel system in the back of
thelong-t er m care facility.

are doing
will be an example for a boiler plate for the homes
coming up in the future for federal VA homes. | really
doseeit | t 6s going to be a

The new facilities will be a welcome addition to the
beautiful campus that the historic lllinois Veterans
Home sits on.

Builtin 1886 to serve disabled veterans of the Mexican
and Civil War, the Illinois Veterans Home sits on 211
acres of l and and is the
home of the five in lllinois . Among the many things,
the property features a chapel, museum, lake in the
shape of lllinois for residents to fish, deer park, cem-
etery where 7,600 men and women are buried, and
many historical buildings . The home used to be sek
sustained from the city with its own cattle, gardens,
coal-burning power plant and water system.

There is an activities director onsite to keep the resi-
dents engaged, while the home also hosts a car and
tractor show, among other things. Plus, the physical

experience
t As the dllina@s Veterans Home continues with its

beauti ful

therapy building has a 94-degree pool with a floor that

rises and lowers for aquatic wheelchairs; only one of
twointhestate. Al t 6 s a great platé)
Clifford said.

And The American Legion is a great supporter of the
hdnoeu B pastcAmeZitan EefjianrOgerasiom Wdrriorsa d d i
grantrprovided nine televisions, an Auxiliary member

& 1ord spaff, tarkd aam American Legerma gavilionf wothr a

layge hand-ldidstone firaplace &varlooks the fakeshatg o i
was the project of Past Department of lllinois Com-
mander Bill Atteberry .7 You can put a bi
and yes we do., WeClhavieorpde ospe
coraeehere andaugepitul st .66s absol utely b

Additionally, members of Post 37 in Quincy consist-
ently support the needs of the veterans with toiletries,
clothing, and other necessities Post member Roger
Schwengel would even talk with the veterans at the
home about their needs and report that back to the

constructioncrew. i Heb6s been right t
of the way as a representat
sad. AiHe woul d get a good fee

and come back to the construction team and say,
O0Hereds what | d&m hearing. 6
jdst ain harediklenotganimationl. TR pel benaceed
for them, and

multi -million dollar enhancement for the better care
of its veterans, Conatser s
Family continue to support (the home) . They are us-
ing the most innovative designs and desires to make it

A la mdresfamdy -frieredly area,tahdithatgnakeshadig difw e
her.di,l 0 eQlpiefcft ot dv darendedhTi hse yhéovmee h a d

troubl es in
the right path and theyodve
etary to our veterans. o

home. 0

The long-term care and independent living facility are
projected to be done by the springand summer. | t 6 s ¢
project that after 16 years on staff as the chief engi-

neer, Clifford is proud of what the entire staff has done

to provide the best care to veterans and their spouses.

il d6ve got a great team of p
who are just as invdédt esd mapd
lbva talgng sare ofatmese vetdradse Bhey sened wsr a n
(now) this is my time to se

One year, $18.8 billion

in veterans benefits claims

The American Legion | January 24, 2024
There are more than 18 billion reasons why our na-
tionds veterans gave thanks

during Fiscal Year 2023, which ended in September.
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That 6s because American Leg e of -
ficers secured nearly 19  billion dollars & SONS# SONS OF THE
$18,800,997,141.62 to be precised in benefits claims LEGION —_—
for veterans. That amount exceeds the $16 billion that k% - AMERICAN
veterans received in the previous fiscal year. L E G I O N
Three sites secured more than $1 billion in FY 2023: )
Matt Husted Remembers his Great
T St Petersburg, Fla., $2.4 billion. Uncle George Allgier's Military
T Columbia, S.C., $1.1 billion, Service: Remembering Our Veterans
T Montgomery, Ala., $1.1 billion. Erie News Now | January 25, 2024
Al'so, in the most recent fQubwedkly seficsaRemembefiry olr VedetasNcdrs B O
o f Veteranso Appeals U n {inties with @ stofy Bfer Greehd TowrSHipman, born

than 11,234appellants i helping them to secure more
than $89,616,242 in retroactive VA claims benefits.

The American Legionods
ers provide this expertise at no cost to any veteran,
whether they are a Legionnaire or not. Some organi-
zations charge for this service but do not get better re-
sults.

il could not be more plea
and selfless work of our
American Legion National Commander Daniel J. See-
hafersaid. iThi s represents one
our organization: assisting our brothers and sisters. It

i s, in fact, a value that

Veterans Employment
& Education
Commission

Jim Coates, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly

November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023
February 15, 2024 | April 18, 2024
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060

SONS::

==AMERICAN

3,00

and raised on Brown Road.

‘Watchuson H€ was inducted into the U.S. Army on

You*; rsepteintiee 20th, SLBLY, Varid Give m@nkhs i C -
later, he was a Private First Class with

the 320th Battalion Machine Gunners, Company C.

Matt Husted, now 59 years old, is a member of the
Sons of the American Legion Post 285 in Waterford.
BiesthrtetVrbsedichirig Ri€gre&t ¥nklé, @cdrigedAliged I Y
ydare &g8) an@ those efforts Yele@l@d sobné fhscifang S ,
information.

of the core values of
"Being a part of something from that era, ya know the _
Greatano@ddeVvear, toihave Rtterdfidrdl the Gost.eits | 1\
tough to understand what they've endured,” said
Husted. "I knew my uncle growing up, | knew he was
a great farmer and was always agentleman to speak
to."

Matt's mother, Therese, now 87, also joined us for the
conversation.

"He never spoke to me about the war, when they
moved from the farm into town, | got the scrapbooks,"
said Therese.

George worked on the family farm in the 1960s and
passed away in 1980 Farming was his way of life.

To great uncle George and the Husted family, thank
you for his story and your service.

PROUD POSSESSORS

"
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/50384575/matt-husted-remembers-his-great-uncle-george-allgiers-military-service-remembering-our-veterans
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/50384575/matt-husted-remembers-his-great-uncle-george-allgiers-military-service-remembering-our-veterans
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LEGION
AUXILIARY

@

AUXILIARY

Lisa Williamson,
National President
The American Legion Auxiliary

Central Region Extravaganza

Columbus, Ohio
April 5-7, 2024

Registration is now OPEN for CRE24. If you would like
to attend, please email jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. You
must provide your name, detachment, email address,
and cell number. Registration is limited to 50
attendees.

The event will be held on Saturday, April 6, 2024 at
the Embassy Suites Columbus Airport. There will be
events planned for both Friday and Saturday evenings,
as well as a great day of training and educational
opportunities.

If you would like to be a presenter, or have a topic you
would like covered, please send an email to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com.

Please keep an eye out for more information, and we
hope fo see you in Columbus!

e

Mauer joins Leyland as Legion
Baseball alumni in Hall of Fame
Class of 2024

The American Legion | January 24, 2024

The number of American Legion Baseball alumni en-
shrined in Cooperstown will increase to 87 when the
Baseball Hall of Fame Class of 2024 is officially in-
ducted on July 21.

Jim Leyland, who played Legion Baseball for Post 183
in Pemberville, Ohio, and Joe Mauer, who played a
year for Post 606 in St. Paul, Minn., will join Adrian
Beltre and Todd Helton in the Hall of Fame this year.
The Contemporary Baseball Era Committeeselected
Leyland for induction in December, while the Baseball
Writers Association of America (BBWAA) selected
Beltre, Helton and Mauer. The BBWAA selections
were announced Jan. 23.

Two other ALB alumni were on the BBWAA ballot, but

neither Gary Sheffield (Post 248/Tampa, Fla.) nor

Matt Holliday (Stillwater, Okla.) received the 75 per-

cent of votes needed to be electedl t 6 s t he

road on the BBWAA side for both, as Sheffield was in
his 10th and final year of eligibility while Holliday &

in his first year of eligibility o did not receive the 5
percent necessary to remain on the ballot.

Mauer became just the third catcher to be selected to
the Hall of Fame in his first year on the ballot, joining
Johnny Bench and Ivan Rodriguez. They played Le-
gion Baseball as welld Bench in Anadarko, Okla., and
Rodriguez for Post Vega Baja in Puerto Rico.

Mauer spent his entire 15-year career with the Minne-
sota Twins, winning batting titles in 2006, 2008 and
2009. He was also American League MVP in 2009.

"
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Mauer becomes the third player with ties to Post 606
to reach the Baseball Hall of Fame, joining Paul
Molitor and Dave Winfield.

$ Jwsueny

»quosqns Agasay |
JO Juawyoryaq

(1s214)

Leyland won 1,769 games in 22 seasons as a manager
with the Pirates, Marlins, Rockies, and Tigers, win-
ning the 1997 World Series
existence. He also managed Team USA to the 2017
World Baseball Classic title 8 four years after retiring
from major league managing. Leyland was a three
time Manager of the Year, with Pittsburgh in 1990 and
1992 and with Detroit in 2006.
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Juan Cruz Rodriquez,
Department of Puerto Rico
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Sons of The American Legion
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For God and Country

$ in payment of dues for 20

Squadron Detachment of

By

NOTVALID UNLESS COUNTERSIGNED BY MEMBER NA'KNAL ADJUTANT

@ gf °:.: @ Guided -missile destroyer makes

Navyos first Tai wart

passage of the year
Alex Wilson/Stars and Stripes | January 25, 2024

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japand A Navy guided-
missile destroyer made a trip through the Taiwan
Strait this week, the first reported transit by a U.S.
warship this year and one China immediately labeled
provocative.

The USS John Finn steamed southwest from the East
China Sea to the South China Sea over about 13 hours

CEGION (%) votervoice
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Wednesday, U.S. 7th Fleet spokeswoman Cmdr. Me-
gan Greene told Stars and Stripes by email a day after
the transit.

A Chinese military spokes
passage was monitored.

ifiRecentl vy, the U.S. mi | it d ¢
provocative actions and maliciously undermined re-
gi onal peace and stabilit
for Chinads Eastern Thea
Wednesday post on social media website Weibo.
Chinese troops Aremain on—hi 0
cording to the post. The John Finnds voyage ccome
U.S. ships and aircraft routinely interact with foreign preS|den§|aI elections on Jan. 13 Lai Ching-Te, vice :
military forces, Greene said, but all interactions dur- president and member of Tai
) y : T A .gr{assive Party, is scheduled to b<te sworp in as. p[e%i- .
ing the John Finnés tran3|dem'¥v,\ﬁag/§0 Aconsisten Wi i n
ternational normso and di dhiod “mpact the rip.
. . . It also comes two days after Taiwan reported tracking

U.S. warships, and I(_as_s frequently, aircraft, r(_)utlnely six Chinese balloons that flew over, or near, the island,
pass through the strait in what the Navy says is an ex- di S d b
ercise of navigational freedom. China routinely criti- according to unday posts
) . o tional Defense Ministry on X, formerly Twitter.
cizes those transits as provocative.

. . : . . The last Navy transit of the strait, a P-8 Poseidon pa-
IU'S' m"'t?‘fy ships and alrcr_aft tr_ansned the strait at trol and reconnaissance aircraft on Dec. 7, drew a sim-
east 11 times last year, a slight increase over the nine ilar response from Beiiin
made in 2022. P Jing.
The John Finnbés passage Wwe
the United Statesdé ficommit aw-
ful use of international waters for all nations as a prin-
cipleo and to HAoppose any Iy

change the status quo and undermine the rulesbased
international ordero in th

ANo member of the internat
be intimidated or coerced into giving up their rights

and freedomdsi,Tches Ui & &eidd St ¢

flies, sails, and operates anywhere international law
all ows. 0

Beijing considers democratic Taiwan a breakaway
province that must be reunified with the mainland by
force, if necessary.

REMEMBER!!! S.A.L.
IS A PRIORITY! BE THE ONE
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

MEMBERSHIP
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Gary Lynn Babington
L Gary Lynn Ba-
—_ | bington, 82, of
S5 Boonsboro,
MD, passed
away peacefully
on Friday, Jan-
uary 19, 2024,
at Doey's
House, sur-
rounded by his loving family, after
battling the effects of Parkinson's
disease Born September 6, 1941, in
Hagerstown, MD, he was the son of
the late Frank B. Babington and the
late Nellie C. (Kephart) Babington.

Gary grew up with seven siblings on
a farm in Boonsboro and graduated
from Boonsboro High School in
1959. He started working for the

Washington County Roads Depart-
ment and then became a bricklayer
for many years before transitioning

to work at Eastalco Aluminum

Company in Frederick, MD. Upon
his retirement, Gary worked part -
time at the Crisplant in Frederick,

MD.

He was a member of the Sons of the
American Legion and loved spend-
ing time with family and friends .
Gary enjoyed family vacations, sup-
porting his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren's  activities,
and playing the slots. Spending
time outdoors was Gary's favorite
pastime. He liked to hunt, and he
took pride in maintaining the
house, theyard, and automobiles.

Gary is survived by his loving wife
of 62 years, Patricia E. (Flook) Ba-
bington; his two daughters o
Sheryl L. Bowers and Diane M.
Crampton (Will), both of Boons-
boro; five grandchildren & Desiree
Mills (Jeffrey), Kodi Bowers, Zach-
ary, Bailey and Delaney Cranpton;
four great-grandchildren 8 Haven
and Andon Bowers, Easton Twigg
and Reagan Mills; one brother &
Harold Babington; as well as be-
loved cousins, niecesnephews,and
dear friends. He is preceded in
death by three sisters: Gladys
Charles, Evelyn Gaver and Janet
Stouffer; and three brothers: Leo,
Kenneth and Richard Babington.
The family will receive friends from
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Satur-
day, January 27, 2024 at Bast

me mb e r & s StaufféeroFumesat Hame, 7606 Old

National Pike, Boonsboro, MD. A
celebration of life service will follow

immediately at 11:00 a.m. and bur-

ial services will take place at the
Boonsboro Cemetery. Memorial

donations may be made to Hospice
of Washington County (dedicated

to Doey's House), 1710 Underpass
Way Suite 300, Hagerstown, MD

21740 or to the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson's Re-

search.

The family extends a special thank
you to Doey's House (Hospice) for
their amazing kindness and care
during Gary's final days. They also
express their sincere appreciation
to Christians Helping in Homes for

the support they provided in help-

ing the family to care for Gary while
he remained in the comfort of his
home over the past several years.

Expressions of sympathy may be
offered to the family at
www.BastStaufferFuner-
alHome.com.

Posted online on January 22, 2024.
Published in The Herald-Mail.

Andrew Charles Davis

Andrew Charles
Davis, 54, of Fort
Johnson, NY,
passed away
peacefully on
January 6, 2024
at Kindred Hos-
pital, Dover, NJ.
Andy was born
on December 30, 1969 inBrooklyn,
NY.

In 2002 Andy moved to the Para-
dise Point Lexington house, where
he lived for 20 years. In December
of 2022, Andy moved into the Lex-
ington house on County Route 107
in Fort Johnson, where he lived un-
til his passing.

Throughout his life, Andy was al-
ways very involved in his local com-
munity . He kept himself and his
family busy with activities through

the organizations he was a member
of, including the Calico Dancers in
South Glens Falls, NY, the William
J. Varney Sons of the American Le-
gion in Lake Luzerne, NY, the
American Indianist Society in
Spencer, MA, and the Gourd Dance
Society (Warrior Society). He was
incredibly proud of his Scottish

heritage and enjoyed listening to
bagpipe music and attending the
Scottish Games.

One of Andyés
accomplishments was participating
in the Special Olympics of New
York. He competed in five sports:
Nordic skiing, bowling, swimming,

track and field, and equestrian
events.

Andy will be remembered for his
kind and gentle nature, his athleti-
cism, and his love of all things
Celtic.

He leaves behind his loving family,
including his mother, Judith Eddy
of Gansevoort, NY; his uncle, Law-
rence Dowe of Nova Scotia; his
aunt, Linda Kingman of Boise, ID;
as well as many cousins, and his
Lexington family.

Andy was preceded in passing by
his step-father, James A. Eddy, as
well as by his aunt, Sharon Mac-
Lean.

I'n keeping with
funeral services will be held. A cel-
ebration of life will be held at a later
date. Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the care of the Betz,
Rossi, Bellinger & Stewart Family
Funeral Home, 51 Fremont St,
Gloversville, NY. Memorial contri-
butions may be
memory to the Special Olympics of
New York, 94 New Karner Road,
Suite 208 Albany, NY 12203.

Tosend flowersto the family
or plant a treein memory of An-
drew Davis, please visit Tribute
Store.

Larry Al Clayton
ARLING-
TON-
Larry Al
Clayton, 72,
a resident of
Arlington,
VT passed

wly
‘ (G away peace-
fully at

home on Friday January 5th, 2024.
He was born on December 27th,
1951 inBennington, VT to the late
Alford E. Clayton and Betty Jean
Streeter. Larry grew up in Arlington
and spent the majority of his life
there. He graduated from Arling-
ton Memorial High School in the
class of 1969.

Larry had a lot of good memories
with his wife Joanne. He could al-
ways make her laugh.

Larry was employed as an automo-
bile mechanic and specialized in
body work. He was also a musician
Everyone that heard his music
loved it. He was a member of the

nea

Mt. Clay Band for many years.
Larry was a member of the Sons of
the American Legion Post #69 in
Arlington.

rest and dearest
Survivors include his wife of 31
years, Joanne. His loyal compan-
ion, Skeeter. His children, Paul
Clayton, Amy Clayton, Sara Clay-
ton, Rickey (Becca) Clayton His
step-children; Kimberly McCloud

(Jason), Kyleen York (Adam), and
Brian Wade (Niti) . His 16 grand-
children. A sister, Donna (Dick)

Shuttlesworth and his brothers,

Randy (Claire) Clayton and Alford
E. (Lisa) Clayton Jr. Larry was also
survived by many friends and ex-
tended family. Everyone loved him
deeply.

There will be a graveside service for
Larry that the family will announce
at a later date. Also, there will be a
celebration of Larry's life held this
spring.

Memorial contributions in honor of
Larry may be made to the Arlington
Rescue Squad 66 Chittenden Drive

A Arlihgt@n s VT W5250hoe ¥NA amdo

Hospice of the Southwest Region 7
Albert Cree Drive Rutland, VT
05701.

To plant Memorial Trees in
memory of Larry Al Clayton, please
visit our Sympathy Store.
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Cody Esser

Cody
passed
away sud-
denly on
January 18,
2024, at his
home in El-
lenton
Florida. He
was born on March 3, 1989, in Pon-
tiac, MI, to Kayrn Jones and Rich-
ard Esser. Cody graduated from
Waterford Mott in 2007 and at-
tended Specs Howard school He
was employed by Heavens Best
Carpet Service and Goliath Resto-
ration.

Cody loved playing football for the
Corsairs. He was an avid Detroit
Lions fan and WAS so excited to see
them win a play-off game as well as
Michigan winning the national ti-
tle. He was a phenomenal chef who
always insisted on doing the cook-
ing. His favorite place was the
ocean and was a history buff.

He was a member of Sons of the
American Legion Post 309.

Cody was a gentle soul, who was
loved by everyone who knew him
He will be deeply and profoundly
missed, especially by his mom, who
was his best friend. Our hearts will
never be the same.
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Cody is survived by his loving
mother, Kayrn Jones; father, Rich-

ard Esser; brother, Seth Bridges;
Aunt Kayla and Uncle Roger;
Aunts, Carmen Jones, Laura Baxter
(Bruce), Susie Ratledge (Brian)
Connie Bell (Dawson) He will be
missed by many cousins & friends
and his Florida American Legion
family. He also leaves behind his
cat, Lokey. He was preceded in
death by his grandparents, Janet &
Bill Heron; Clint Jones; Joni and

Maury Runyan and Aunt Kathy &

Uncle John Corry.

A Celebration of Life will take place
on January 24, 2024, at Brown &
Sons Funeral Homes & Crematory
43rd St. Chapel, 604 43rd Street
West, Bradenton, FL 34209. Visit-
ation between 11:00 AM-Noon.
Service starts at Noon Luncheon
immediately following the service
at the American Legion Post
309, Palmetto, FL. There will also
be a Celebration of Life for his
Michigan family & friends in April.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Gregory A. Six

Gregory A. Six,
58, of New Al-

exandria,
passed away
Monday, Jan.
22, 2024. He
was born
March 10,
1965, in
Greensburg, a son of the late Vir-
ginia (Neubert) Six.

Greg was a member and financial
officer of the Sons of the American
Legion, Post 18, in Slickville. He
enjoyed playing softball and feed-
ing the deer.

Greg was employed with the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh as the director

of operations and administration at

the Center for Social and Urban Re-
search. Greg was a loving and de-
voted father, son, fiancé, and
brother who always went out of his

way for others, whether they were
family or not. Because of him,
every moment was made special
He was our one in a million.

In addition to his mother, Greg was
preceded in death by his grandpar-
ents, John V., and Claris (Sapp) Six;
and uncle, John (Carroll) Six. Greg
will be sadly missed by his father,
Larry Six; children, Taryn Six and
Gregory Six Il; sister, Dana Six; fi-
ancée Kristina Klinzing; and neph-

ews, Michael and Jimmy.

Family and friends will be received
from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 25, 2024, at the VAIA FU-
NERAL HOME INC., 463 Athena
Drive, Delmont (724 -468-1177) A

service will be held at 10:30 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, at the funeral
home.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
Greg's memory may be made to All
But Furgotten Animal Shelter, 70
Carpenter Lane, Irwin, PA 15642,
or www.allbutfurgotten.com .

To send online expressions of sym-
pathy, obtain grief support infor-
mation or directions, please
visit www.VaiaFuneralHome.com.

Published by Tribune Review on
Jan. 24, 2024.

Mark Thomas Crowley

EUSTIS, Fla. -
Mark Thomas
Crowley, of Eustis,
previously of Boli-
var, N.Y., passed
away Monday
(Jan. 22, 2024) af-
ter a lengthy ill-
ness, with his fam-
his side, at the Pines

ily at
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter of Olean, N.Y.

Born Feb. 9, 1953, in Cuba, N.Y., he
was the son of Robert and Mary
Congdon Crowley.

He was a graduate of Bolivar Cen-
tral School, Class of 1972 While in

high school he was known as the
class clown, always bringing humor
to any situation. Active in sports,

he lettered in football, basketball,

baseball, and track, and was a star
high jumper in track.

After high school he started work-
ing as a welder for Clark Brothers in
Olean. From there he moved to
Ohio and later to Connecticut,
welding on nuclear submarines.
Mark and his loving companion,
Dot, then moved to Eustis, where
he began driving crosscountry
trips for Service Trucking Com-
pany, until his retirement.

Mark was a member of the Kenyon
Andrus Post 772 Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion of Bolivar.

He always looked forward to re-
turning home for special occasions
to spend time with his large family.

Surviving are two sons, Shane and
Jamie of Florida; three sisters,

Norene Ferris of Bolivar, Margaret

(William) Johnston of Cuba and

Monica Corwin of Belfast, N.Y.; two

brothers, Richard (Judy) Crowley

of Olean and Daniel (Heidi) Crow-

ley of Bolivar; and several nieces
and nephews and their families.

He was predeceased by his parents;
three brothers, James, Michael,
and John; two special brothers-in-

law, Thomas Ferris and Daniel Cor-
win; and a loving companion, Dor-
othy Robb.

Friends may call from 3 to 6 p.m.

Wednesday (Jan. 24, 2024) at the
Mark F. Rinker Funeral Home &

Memorial Service, Inc., (formerly

Schaffner Funeral Home), 554 S.
Main St., Bolivar. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated at 10
a.m. Thursday (Jan. 25, 2024) at St.
Mary's Church, 111 Wellsville St.,
Bolivar. Father Michael Reyes,
OFM, will be the celebrant. Burial

will be in St. Mary's Cemetery, Bol-
ivar.

Memorials may be made to the Al-

legany County ARC, 196 E. Dyke
St., Wellsville, NY 14895; or to Res-
cue Pups Inc., 3073 Pangburn
Road, Friendship, NY 14739.

Published by Olean Times Herald
on Jan. 24, 2024.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Daily Michael Brow n
) Daily Michael
Brown, 58,
passed away
Saturday, Jan.
20, 2024, at
his home in
Georgetown.
Born in Madi-
son County to
Wilburn Brown and the late Betty
Barrett Burge, he was a career
welder and millwright . Michael
was a proud member of the Sons of
the American Legion Scott County
Post 24 and loved Harley Da-
vidsons and Muscle Cars.

K}

Michael will be lovingly remem-

bered by his children, Scott Brown,

Nicole Davis, and Jaidan Brown, all

of Georgetown; fiancé, Bre Bran-
ham; his grandchildren, Layla

Grace Ray, and Connor Rydell; a
nephew, James (Roxanne) Gilliam
of Georgetown; his sister, Ddilah

Brown of Richmond; a half-sister
Melissa (Kevin) Edmonson; and his
stepfather Bob (Pamela Stevenson)
Burge of Georgetown.

Visitation was held from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024 at
Tucker, Yocum & Wilson Funeral
Home. Funeral Services will begin
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 26, at the
funeral home with Brother Charlie
Brown officiating . Burial will fol-
low in procession to the Masonic
Cemetery of Stamping Ground
where pallbearers will be James
Gilliam, Tony Coots, Rob Pretsch,
Bill Covington, Wayne Duvall, and
Steve Barrett. Honorary Pallbear-
ers are Bob Burge and Connor Ry-
dell.

Family and friends are encouraged
to leave messages of condolence
and share
tribute wall at www.TuckerYocum-
Wilson.com.

RENEW!

If you would like to see
Round-Up continue,
please consider
making a donation to
offset expenses.
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Jeff Vrabel Sr
@Jeff-VrabelSr
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Daniel J. Seehafer,
National Commander
The American Legion
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Daniel J. Seehafer, National Commander
The American Legion

Legion -VFW O6nomads?o
forefront of Texas

veterans complex
Jeff Stoffer | January 22, 2024

About five years ago, a Vi-
etnam War veteran
named Shorty handed
Kathryn Chandler a handwritten flyer that looked
something like an old west wanted poster. Wanted
was a piece of donated land suitable to build a joint
meeting hall for American Legion Post 290 and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 2933 of Dripping
Springs, Texas.

WATCH ON (33 YouTube

Al thought, O0This is
reflected on her father, a Vietham War veteran and
how there must be some way to help f
would be easyi raise a couple hundred grand and
maybe get an acre and maybe get a Mueller building
up, VYyou know??o

A half-decade later, she patrols the construction site
of a 10-acre campus in the making, a sprawling ini-
tiative abuzz with power tools and filled with work-
ers and scaffolding. 1 t 6 s t he
a campus calledP at r i ot thab hasigeherated
millions of dollars in charitable contributions,
mostly from the local community, and stands to
serve as a model for
Texas, perhaps beyond The first building com-
pleted on the campus is the new joint home of the
local American Legion and VFW posts.

.rShed i ¢ lﬁ d Brépenif§ to Svrfow ftsHARKs.
thought, § hip

iWe were just kind of nomac
ever somebody would let us visit for a while and have
meetings, 0 explains Jerry

Marine Corps veteran, and a member of both posts.

The two posts were conceived at the same time 30
years ago, largely by Gary P. Hale and Ronnie Glen
iShortyd Barnett, who
each to apply for charters. Hale, a platoon leader in
the Mekong Delta during the Vietnam War, said it
was just by coincidence that the American Legion
post number assigned to Dripping Springs was 290,
same as the U.S. highway number of the fourlaner
that passes through the community of about 5,000,
known as the gateway to the Texas foothills, just out-
side of Austin.

The posts met in a restaurant at first, then at a high
school ag booster barn Reconstruction at the school
meant the posts had to find a different place to meet,
so they moved into an old one-room schoolhouse at

n o \& boyg home, where Shorty had worked, outside of

town. The veterans were content, using the place
rent-free, until the local volunteer fire department
expanded and relocated as the city grew (more than
quadrupling in population over the last 30 years) .
iThat ol d building sitt
Hale explains. AAnd our ol d com
the people and said,
into that building and
lowed us to do that, and we moved into that building .
It was a very nice building i an old building T but it
was still 1,000 square feet We had room in the back
and had an air-rifle team, an indoor rifle range, and
plenty of room to store

wever, a greek rurEmg next to the old fire hall

was a really bad rain, that water would get right up
e foundati.ofml to
flood, as in six inches of water in there, but water
crept into the building, and because of that, that
building got mold in it . The city, which now owned
that building, was concerned about electrical issues
and mold ¢é and finally
to shut that building

emer ging ygfiEsk &hiP thpbsts wlrd granted space in an

old rock structure on the high school grounds until
that was no longer available, and they moved into a
church for a while. About that time, Barnett and

tod al—YaI‘e BegaN thdir purstlitbfa pérrﬁhnerﬁ Fofhd. Th |

wanted poster went up around town, and it was pub-
lished in the local newspaper. Kathryn Chandler,
whose husband is Emmy Award-winning actor Kyle
Chandler (AFriday Night
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https://patriotshall.org/ourmission/
https://youtu.be/1I8W5gR4Ypk

Thirty, o and many ot her
brought the flyer home
says the performer who has also served on the local
volunteer fire department. A" The next t
looking for land around Dripping Springs and talk-
ing to the mayor, who started to help out. We started
l ooking at (steel) Mueller
The Chandlers presented the idea to software entre-
preneur Hank Seale and his wife Lyssa, who had
been supporters of Dripping Springs community in-

itiatves. " The Seales had a
Chandlersaysi They said t hi.sThig s
couldbebig. Thi s could be really
biggerr That 6s when it
tially.o

The American Legion and VFW posts had their
champions i the Chandlers, Dr. Mary Jane Hetrick
and Amy Doucet as primary forces, and the Seales,
with many others soon to step up. Acting on the
Seal esd® recommendati on,
ans from Fort Hood to San Antonio i a swath of the
nation with a greater concentration of military -con-
nected population than any other in America i to
find out what was really wanted and needed. The
i dea ofsta piosrheopo
vice took shape,
Hall of Dripping Springs.

as did a

After one promising location fizzled out, the 10-acre
site along Highway 290 was secured, thanks to the
Seales, and the survey results laid out priorities that
would guide a property design tailored specifically
for the post-9/11 veteran community. The Meeting
Hall of the Legion and VFW posts was finished in
January 2021, the cornerstone of a campus where a

hi

startediOgmrowiomgnuexpygnewents i

f fiarheh and desplagied iMthe libsarly areas Hle,passed
a n d awayvabout g year ago, haviad finalydeen his dream, 0

come to life.

ng was
With more than 100 members, the posts are experi-
encing growth and some changing demographics

iWeidblr @i sg®idMg some younger
ghanistan, showing up here
Post 290 Commander Ben Adair. i One of t he

that we wanted to do 7 and continue to do i is not
be a canteen, a bar, or anything like that We want

d i ftd be aneountreacht aaplace of@ath&rind Ve are kind
woagetting ouotractiomandwl that we have a home.

i mportant é much

nvo
VFW and The American Legion, and when we lead

up to those community events, we hold joint meet-

ings here, with both posts at the sametime Ther e 6 s
a great core of people who do a lot of work for both

posts. We see that as our foundation As we pull

more members in, we want t

t h énos therbég building is complete dhe wppdrtenity-to

do that i and achieve even greater awareness for the
Legion and the VFW'i will be right next door.
AThat o0s

very i mportant, o0 s

for mul t inmahder Bab®e dongaatss a nsembver of the Ameri-

ban lgegienrii 1itd @ mipirtoyw efson hRatowvieo
organizations, especially in the community. The
community sees this on a regular basis They drive

by it. They come here to vote So, the next question

i s, 6 Wh at do you al/l do?06
with recruiting, inquiries, the programs that we do

é webve had a | ot of peopl
of that, just simply because their son or grandson i

or granddaughter 7 was aparticipant or a winner of

one of the programs. So, it has been very beneficial

7,100-square-foot multi -purpose facility is now un- We get a | ot more spotligh
der construction, due to open in June 2024, with an spotlight. o
adjacent wellness center to follow.

AiNow that we have a place
Under the administration oftra oRatdor iHgMetGomdwadniron dver avhatd o f
directors that includes the Chandlers, Hetrick, happens in this building, o
Doucet and four veterans, the project has drawn me- new Meeting Hall s service

dia attention i as well as onlookers who pass by the
construction project alongside Highway 290.

tracts folks here, and many of these folks are veter-
ans. And theyodre Il i ke, 6 Wo w,
place.® Some of those folk

AiWwhen we got this hal/l h e r dor a meetingwa ask us iabdowd the Legiom,aodaskouk f 0
back, o HailWwe sfaysal |y had sameuhbhi hhet WBW, what we do,
was our s. 0-new btreictute withrogerhead

support beams that resemble crossed rifles, a library iOt her than our meeting sp
and patio deck now also serves as an election polling is going to serve the enti
place, and the posts sponsor local Scouting units, as Martinsays. iOne of the physicial

well as Boys Sate participants and VFW youth pro-
grams. A portrait of Shorty hangs in a place of honor
inside the Meeting Hall, and his wanted poster is

have a facility here where he is going to come peri-
odically. The community is going to be able to use

the facility for all kinds of events. They dr e goi
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have a fishing place here, a stablg things that vet-
erans from all over central Texas will want to come
visit and be a part of. | think that gives us an oppor-
tunity to really serve

Jeff Wells 7 an Army combat officer of Operation
Iragi Freedom, Legionnaire and one of the veterans
on the board of di rielistdsxr s
primary areas the campus will address:

Basic needs

Education

Physical health

Mental health
Employment assistance
VA benefits assistance

= =4 =4 =4 =4 =4

AWithin each of t hose
bunch of different services that will all be run out of
her e, 0 h elncledepwildé FAlaims assis-
tance, a high priority veterans expressed in the sur-
vey.

The big building, wellness center and outdoor recre-
ational features i which include a fishing pond, fire
pits, play areas for children, a walking/running trail,
garden, and stables for equine therapy 1 are all
driven by the survey results. A The survey
options i coming here to do events, veteransonly,
or coming here to do
Hetrick explains. A And famil i es
higher. o

The project, originally budgeted at $5.9 million, in-
creased in estimated cost during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and is now expected to come in at about $10
million, $8.4 million of which has been raised . As
costs climbed, so too did community support.

AAll of
says A We

We havenot
to show our veterans &
them. So, after we have this up and running, we
want to go to other communities that have the same
need and just start planting them there . We will help
them get the vision

this is
havenot

community

Navy veteran John Paul DeJoria, co-founder of Paul
Mitchell hair products and The Patron Spirits Co., is
acknowledged for his key sponsorship with a sculp-
ture and plaque at the entryway to the Meeting Hall

vet

cat

even

really appr
pitched Wgwantedr n me Nt’ﬂVYeSEAlLStkDSE iy maritime raid
t hat

Kathryn Chandler says that DeJoria, who has been a
guest investor on the ABC
mai ns supportive and has s

éoanws.ed erans, and | etds as
come. 0
ALl I of these people just

Clandle? who rintranluced éthe Hhaject to Wells, a

personal friend who runs a non-profit called Walk
Among Veteransthat pays for World War 1l veterans
to go to Normandy, France, each year during D-Day
anniversary ceremonies. ATl
funded so much by the community. | t 6s s o <co
nity-driven. When we have the big
of exciting to think that all these people who have put
their money in the game to
place is goingto befilled. 1 t 6s goi ng to b
As it keeps continually growing, the more you learn
what veterans need, it becomes rn?re aﬂd more pre-

Wi ave a

Tkl B Yo

His wife says she hopes that in 10 years, when she
visits Patriots6é Halidl owi ID
pass other ones on the drive here That would be a
dreeam. Thi s is the flagship he

To the Chandlers, who left Hollywood and pur-
chased a rural spread near Dripping Springs in
2007, this kind of project i and the community sup-

ol ar r‘i’dtith'l'ﬁgives you great h
sasnl t. makes routﬂterEeEIaDr oud
Sang% aiet%on ypﬂ)&i aaTr&a brcﬁj to ©

€ therebds pe

to heIp. People overall are good and want to help,
and they want a challenge And t hat 6s
you get to give back to some people who offered to
take on the ultimate challenge, to put their lives on
the line to do something they believe is important.
ltés kind of amazing to ha
part of it.o

> Mifidryeng$ Fesdle $larcp 1" ' ¢

t h

'oh ship withriremiant weapongpor t s
Lolita C. Baldor, The Associated Presq January 21, 2024

WASHINGTON 6 The 10-day search to rescue two

t 0 get h &avy SEALslostin the Arabian Sea during a mission

to board a ship and confiscate Iranian-made weap-
ons has been ended and the sailors are now consid-
ered deceased, the U.S. military said Sunday.

In a statement, U.S. Central Command said the

that thanks him Afor your gearchehasmowsbeeh ghangedtto aarecdverg efférto
your service. o

I
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https://www.walkamongheroes.org/learn-more
https://www.walkamongheroes.org/learn-more
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/us/2024-01-21/us-navy-seals-arabian-sea-12751059.html

The names of the SEALs have not been released as devices and warheads, as well as air defense parts,
family notifications continue. Central Command said. It marked the latest seizure

by the U.S. Navy and its allies of weapon shipments
bound for the rebels, who have launched a series of
attacks now threatening global trade in the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden over | sra
Gaza Strip. The seized missile components included

types likely used in those attacks.

The U.S. Navy ultimately sunk the ship carrying the
weapons after deeming it unsafe, Central Command
said. The shipbs 14 crew were

Legion to host System Worth
Saving town hall in Tampa

This undated photograph released by the U.S. military's Central The American Legion | January 21, 2024
Command shows what it is described as the vessel that carried
Iranian -made missile components bound for Yemen's Houthi in The American Legion will launch its retooled System

the Arabian Sea U.S. Navy SEALs seized Iranianmade missile
parts and other weaponry from a ship bound for Yemen's Houthi
rebels in a raid that saw two of its commandos go missing, the
U.S. military said Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024.

U.S. Central Command/AP The visit begins with a SWS town hall conducted by

Worth Saving (SWS) program in Tampa during a
visit the week of Jan. 29.

American Legion representatives and VA staff.
Ships and aircraft from the U.S., Japan and Spain

continuously searched more than 21,000 square All veterans who use or have used the Tampa VA
miles, the military said, with assistance from the Medical Center are invited to attend the event to

Fleet Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography share their experiences at the medical center They

Center, the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Area Com- are also encouraged to submit a brief questionat this

mand, University of San Diegoi Scripts Institute of web pageso the topic will be addressed during the

Oceanography and the Office of Naval Research. meeting.

AWe mourn the | oss of our Thetown hal, whach staBgae6epimadan. 28 amll be

fare warriors, and we will forever honor their sacri- held at American Legion Post 5, 3810 W. Kennedy
fice and example, 0 said GeBivd, Tdnpd, Ka.3RG6D9.i | | a, head of
U.S. Central Command. i Our prayers are with the

SEALsd® families, friends, Anhescanleg®dn Vetdrans pffaies & Rehabilitatiore n -
tire Special Operations community during this Commission Chairman Autrey James will be partic-

ti me. O ipating in the event.

According to officials, the Jan. 11 raid targeted an Sy

unflagged ship carrying illicit Iranian -made weap-

ons to the Houthi rebels in Yemen. Officials have

said that as the team was boarding the ship, one of
the SEALs went under in the heavy seas, and a team-
mate went in to try and save him.

The commandos had launched from the USS Lewis
B. Puller, a mobile sea base, and they were backed by
drones and helicopters. They loaded onto small spe-
cial operations combat craft driven by naval special
warfare crew to get to the boat.

VA photo

In the raid, they seized an array of Iranian-made
weaponry, including cruise and ballistic missile iwe have taken a close | oo
components such as propulsion and guidance ize this program to serve ¢

"
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https://www.legion.org/systemworthsaving/townhall
https://www.legion.org/systemworthsaving/townhall

best way
anywhere. Still, there are opportunities to improve .
That 6s why wrehandavith/A stadf dud

ing each of these visits and provide analysis and
feedback on what works and what areas to target for
improvement. Veterans will be able to share their
experiences at the town hall. Afterward, our team

pos.HiiVRAl ec,ad eh e ssaihdco bkeset doa.efeWWle hhea vseaiad |

ot of
bers ¢é that just canbAndget
we have members who have passed away and their
widows are left behind. Their kids are grown and off

living their lives in another state, so these ladies are

pretty much left to fend for themselves.

will work closely with our teammates at VA to im- iSo, we kind of took it as
prove the care that vet er amBsddyrChecks,itwas likwhen|was a first sergeant
Youbre |l ookiwvgouboe tbbhgsag
Each year, the Legion0s Ve there arengoceNds finathe rredrigegatoRR ié thealéwin | i -
tation Commission conducts a series of site visits to needs cut, if the cards br
VA medical facilities and regional offices across the That kind of stuff. And you would just go ahead and
country. While on site, American Legion represent- go back to your unit and make sure it got taken care
atives meet with veterans, their families, and VA ad- of . 0
ministrators and employees to discuss issues and so-
lutions at each site. These observations are compiled After around two feet of snow hit, Kevin said those
into a System Worth Saving report that is distributed needs became pretty clear A Si nce webr e

to VA officials, members of Congress and the public.

| owa post 6s
Buddy Checks into much

plowing service
The American Legion | January 23, 2024

Legi on
-needed

A retired U.S. Air Force
master sergeant, Kevin
Snyder has tried to take
what he did in his mili-
tary capacity and transfer
it to his work as a mem-
ber of American Legion
Nash Post 140 in Kingsley, lowa.

The post 0swtarme ang esearvice officer,
Snyder, and his wife T Auxiliary Unit 140 President
Tamie Snyderi came up with an idea to offer free
snow plowing services to t
veterans and the widows of veterans | t 6 s part
postbés effort to stress
forming Buddy Checks on their members.

Famougyt twerdd | Inog k

co

checking In bad weather and good, our old guys and

our widows 1 who are all Auxiliary members i we
around a
i ng, .AAndasdnce webdbve had
storms out here, most of what needed doing was

pl owing. 0

Kevin said 24 residences have been the recipients of
the postds efforts over th
because of blowing winds, those residences have
needed to be plowed and shoveled again multiple
times.

iThe problem is it takes me
hesad AAnd at the end of the
got to start al | over agai

stopped here. The drifts are almost worse than the
snowstorms. 0

Auxiliar

members field theghone alls. And there
lt?agbe

AL dddvntetfed Not Brty S bnByd
r?expanded to other older WIdOV\iS in the
Binaerttexoando qoter ade oo e o

Family, another community member wanted to as-

. . sist the ffort but wasnét
iweore a sWadbvetgwn a Legi Q@ W@éé ’j §3 Ud e d } hae Le§ianmisa o f
we didnot have a very actlve 3/ ford O(nPgost'”le4’0°
Kevinsaid. iWedre trying to re'%d’uédfbr‘b B’;{Jte |”led”§becrreated an i
ship to be more active. And while the post did a lot squadron at the post, Kevin said.

of (honor guard appearances at) funerals and such, ’

it just wa S0, Wd triedvto pukourrheads having an impact whe
together to see what we co;&ltﬁnmi |?y members who want
Snyder, when working for the Legion, has tried to sa:)d.nn A Sb escoaouns ea swevz)ev eg eg toAmé |% u%,lf
duplicate his effgrts on active duty. Al n t he u ’ ou how any pho
was in é when a guy would fér?ﬂ%fn Bebple wirRig foubntte & e Auiary

make sure the car was running, the wife and kids had
groceries, the lawn was being cut, whatever needed

takes

or join the Auxiliary to be a part of this team that
care of families. o
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I'tés also reinviNgor ané ¢
ing our Auxiliary members and our older and disa-

bled members, some of the guys that never come to

meetings €é& they started

ready to shovel walkways and the porches and shovel
out the car.sild 6kse vhiand saa irde a

fect that way. And the guys that are showing up with

shovels have fulttime jobs. | t 6 s had mor e

pact than | thought 7 and not just on our members,
but also on the people that are helping out. A lot of
guys have been stepping up And this is hard work .

But itds worked out real

National Law Enforcement Of-
ficer, Firefighter of the Year

nominees due Feb. 1
The American Legion | January 24, 2024

The American Legion awards its National Law En-
forcement Officer of the Year Award to a law en-
forcement officer who has exceeded the duty re-
quirements expected of his or her position and has
demonstrated a distinct pattern of community ser-
vice coupled with professional achievement The
National Firefighter of the Year Award is awarded to
a firefighter who has exceeded the requirements ex-
pected of his or her position and has shown a distinct
pattern of community service and professional
achievement.

2023 American Legion National Law Enforcement Officer of the
Year and National Firefighter of the Year on stage at the 104th
National Convention in Charlotte, N.C.

Jeric Wilhelmsen/The American Legion

Applications must be submitted to National Head-
guarters by Feb. 1.

Download the Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
application

Download the Firefighter of the Year application .

i Is @he pwasdsedreppresented annually at the Legion's
national convention where the recipients receive an
all-expense paid trip.

showing up with

shovel s

SOhé OENTHE

==americaN 8904 Military Avenue
LEGION

2024 DATES:

1/28,2/25 3/24,

4/21,1/28, 8/25,
9/22,10/21

$10 aourrs

SERVING -
8:30 AM - 11:00AM

SONS OF THE

* ==—AMERICAN
P LEGION

National Americanism Commission

American Legion Family Day
2024 Guidance
Purpose: to be observed annually on the last Saturday of April (April

27,2024). It encourages posts to open their doors to members of their
community for a day and celebrate our accomplishments.

S.A.L. members can coordinate with their sponsoring
Posts to showcase Americanism in the following ways:

* Make sure there is a serviceable American Flag present
Pamphlets for all Americanism “Youth Programs” should be available.
Contact your Department regarding the availability of the “Star-
Spangled Kids Kits created by the Auxiliary.
Host a blood drive (falls under Americanism in the S.A.L.).
¢ Host a flag-etiguette program, including a flag retirement ceremony.
Place flags to honor veterans and record your event on the Flying
Flags for Heroes website.
* A laptop and video screen could be utilized to showcase American
Legion Programs supported by your Post.
* Have comic books and coloring books available. They can be ordered
from American Legion Emblem Sales.
¢ Recognize individuals and businesses in your community at the event
by utilizing the “SAL Flag Appreciation Certificate”
Questions: email Chairman Casey at
aproudpatriot1776 @gmail.com
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MOH recipient Roger Donlon

passes away
The American Legion | January 25, 2024

Watch us on Retired Army Col. Roger I_Donlon, the
Y[lll Tlll]E . first Medal of Honor recipient of the
Vietnam War, passed away Jan. 25
He was 89.

OnJuly 6, 1964, then-Capt. Donlon was the com-
manding officer at Camp Nam Dong, Vietnam, when
a Viet Congbattalion launched a pre-dawn attack.
During the next five hours, Donlon repeatedly ex-
posed himself to heavy fire while defending against
the enemy, moving ammunitions and weaponry to
effective positions, aiding the wounded, and rallying
his men.

Throughout the battle, he was severely injured sev-
eral times but persevered and insisted others receive
medical attention before him . When the sun finally

came up, the enemy retreated into the jungle. Don-

lon's bravery and leadership had resulted in the de-
feat of the attackers and preserving the lives of the
friendly Viethamese camp defenders and fellow
Americans.

He shared his story with The American Legion. i T h e

Legion has been a touchstone for myself, my brother,
my whole family, o0 he

Donlon, a longtime member of American Legion

Post 172 in New York, was also the first veteran of
the Vietham War to receive The American Legion's
Distinguished Service Medal in 1966.

"The American Legion has chosen to make its
acknowledgement by honoring a man who, to us,
symbolizes all of the brave men our country has sent
to Vietnam," said National Commander L. Eldon
James.

Upon receiving the medal, Donlon said, "We fought
to keep what we have, and sometimes | think it is
equally important to share what we have."

Freezing out cancer
The American Legion | January 25, 2024

According to SeaTemperature.info, the average wa-
ter temperature off Seward, Alaska, in January is
40.6 degrees Fahrenheit (The average temperature
off Miami is 72.) The annual Seward Polar Bear
Jump-off Festival hosts numerous community
events around a group jump into Resurrection Bay

to raise money for cancer research, as teams have
been doingi many in costume i since 1986.

, o & i )
Henry Pagan, commander of Spenard American Legion Post 28
in Anchorage, won the karaoke contest He jumped with the Sea
Eagles team.

Clare Sullivan

sai d.

Local American Legion Post 5played a role in the
2024 festival that it has played since 1986. Accord-
ing to commander Clare Sullivan, the post hosted
two steak nights, a breakfast, turkey bowling and a
karaoke fundraising night. A post member crafted
the karaoke trophy in the shape of Alaska with a Post
5 coin inset.

As for the main event, Post 5 did not jump together,
but members participated with other teams as well
as Legionnaires from around the state. Sullivan
commented, AWe often get

coming down when Seward has events Alaska really
[ smal |

i's a town on a big

»
HAVE YOU
PAID YOUR DUES?

= 23 |

BETEONE | Round-Up



https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionpostfive.sewardalaska/
https://youtu.be/RXb4bPEgw80

2024 SAL Membership Report: January 25, 2024

2024 DET. | NEEDED TO MEET 2024 .
# |DETACHMENT YEAR END 75% TARGET ACTUAL é’&':gg:f RENzEﬁiL %
GOAL 2/14/2024 MBRSHP °
1 |HAWAII 120 -39 129 107.50% 89.92
2 |SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 -316 1,524 94.60% 81.99
3 |[NORTH DAKQTA 1,075 -184 990 92.09% 83.02
4 |FRANCE 168 -27 1563 91.07% 81.33
5 |WISCONSIN 4,398 -633 3,931 89.38% 80.49
6 |SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 -175 1,352 86.11% 73.02
7 |FLORIDA 23,066 -2,384 19,683 85.33% 7215
8 |LOUISIANA 1,821 -133 1,499 82.32% 75.98
9 |OREGON 1,534 -101 1,251 81.55% 67.19
10 [ILLINOIS 13,716 -898 11,185 81.55% 75.99
11 [MARYLAND 16,803 -954 13,556 80.68% 73.86
12 |IOWA 4914 -273 3,958 80.55% 7445
13 |[CONNECTICUT 1,865 -93 1,492 80.00% 69.93
14 |GEORGIA 4,887 -242 3,907 79.95% 70.30
15 [MINNESOTA 11,435 -511 9,087 79.47% 73.90
16 [MICHIGAN 26,236 -1,130 20,807 79.31% 7148
17 [OHIO 31,690 -1,348 25,115 79.25% 73.15
18 [NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 -106 2,183 78.81% 65.76
19 |ALABAMA 2,100 -75 1,650 78.57% 67.98
20 |[PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 -2,152 49,211 78.43% 73.18
21 |VIRGINIA 4,367 -142 3417 78.25% 68.35
22 |PUERTO RICO 156 -5 122 78.21% 73.20
23 |VERMONT 3,920 -110 3,050 77.81% 72.74
24 |MISSISSIPPI 736 -17 569 77.31% 67.67
25 |RHODE ISLAND 348 -8 269 77.30% 66.67
26 |NEBRASKA 6,992 -156 5,400 77.23% 74.15
27 |[MONTANA 1,091 -23 841 77.09% 72.63
28 |INDIANA 37,244 -740 28,673 76.99% 71.54
29 |DELAWARE 2,596 -37 1,984 76.43% 68.49
30 [NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 -69 4,589 76.14% 67.81
31 INEW YORK 30,663 =277 23,274 75.90% 69.69
32 |ARIZONA 8,595 -31 6,477 75.36% 63.08
33 |TENNESSEE 1,792 22 1,322 73.77% 62.40
34 |IDAHO 659 8 486 73.75% 56.82
35 |DIST OF COL 91 1 67 73.63% 68.18
36 |KANSAS 6,055 102 4,439 73.31% 67.89
37 [NEW MEXICO 1,582 33 1,154 72.95% 57.42
38 |LATIN AMERICA 33 1 24 72.73% 34.38
39 [MISSOURI 3,337 79 2,424 72.64% 64.85
40 |CALIFORNIA 11,292 267 8,202 72.64% 62.99
41 |[WYOMING 1,248 38 898 71.96% 64.21
42 |TEXAS 5,783 196 4,141 71.61% 61.86
43 |MAINE 2,757 g9 1,969 71.42% 63.11
44 |INEW JERSEY 9,662 359 6,888 71.29% 63.68
45 |ARKANSAS 406 18 287 70.69% 56.40
46 |MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 305 3,769 69.39% 62.88
47 |ALASKA 1,740 111 1,194 68.62% 57.28
48 |COLORADO 2,952 194 2,020 68.43% 59.06
49 |WASHINGTON 2,682 202 1,810 67.49% 54.22
50 (UTAH 460 38 307 66.74% 62.39
51 |NEVADA 387 35 255 65.89% 56.71
52 |OKLAHOMA 1,430 145 928 64.90% 52.28
53 |WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 271 1,674 64.56% 56.67
54 |KENTUCKY 2,399 264 1,535 63.98% 54.82
55 [PHILIPPINES 79 15 44 55.70% 53.16
Grand Totals: 382,111 -10,582 297,165 T7.77% 70.38
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2024 SAL Regional Breakdown

Western Region - James R. Fischer, Sr. (CA)

Midwest Region - Terry A. Harris (KS)

Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
HAWAII 120 129 107.50% SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 1,524 94.60%
OREGON 1,534 1,251 81.55% NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 990 92.09%
MONTANA 1,091 841 77.09% IOWA 4,914 3,958 80.55%
ARIZONA 8,595 6,477 75.36% NEBRASKA 6,992 5,400 77.23%
IDAHO 659 486 73.75% KANSAS 6,055 4,439 73.31%
NEW MEXICO 1,582 1,154 72.95% MISSOURI 3,337 2,424 72.64%
LATIN AMERICA 33 24 72.73% OKLAHOMA 1,430 928 64.90%
CALIFORNIA 11,292 8,202 72.64% Totals: 25,414 19,663 77.37%
WYOMING 1,248 898 71.96%
ALASKA 1,740 1,194 68.62%
COLORADO 2,952 2,020 68.43% Northeast Region - John R. Cook (NH)
WASHINGTON 2,682 1,810 67.49% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
UTAH 460 307 66.74% FRANCE 168 153 91.07%
NEVADA 387 255 65.89% MARYLAND 16,803 13,556 80.68%
PHILIPPINES 79 44 55.70% CONNECTICUT 1,865 1,492 80.00%
Totals: 34,454 25,092 72.83% PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 49,211 78.43%
VERMONT 3,920 3,050 77.81%
RHODE ISLAND 348 269 77.30%
Southeast Region - Linwood A. Moore (VA) DELAWARE 2,596 1,984 76.43%
Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 4,589 76.14%
SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 1,352 86.11% NEW YORK 30,663 23,274 75.90%
FLORIDA 23,066 19,683 85.33% DIST OF COL 91 67 73.63%
LOUISIANA 1,821 1,499 82.32% MAINE 2,757 1,969 71.42%
GEORGIA 4,887 3,907 79.95% NEW JERSEY 9,662 6,888 71.29%
NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 2,183 78.81% MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 3,769 69.39%
ALABAMA 2,100 1,650 78.57% Totals: 143,078 | 110,271 77.07%
VIRGINIA 4,367 3,417 78.25%
PUERTO RICO 156 122 78.21%
MISSISSIPPI 736 569 77.31% Central Region - Robert L. Bristo (MN)
TENNESSEE 1,792 1,322 73.77% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
TEXAS 5,783 4,141 71.61% WISCONSIN 4,398 3,931 89.38%
ARKANSAS 406 287 70.69% ILLINOIS 13,716 11,185 81.55%
Totals: 49,454 40,132 81.15% MINNESOTA 11,435 9,087 79.47%
MICHIGAN 26,236 20,807 79.31%
z OHIO 31,690 25,115 79.25%
C B E INDIANA 37,244 28,673 76.99%
o . - @ WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 1,674 64.56%
C C 2 KENTUCKY 2,399 1,535 63.98%
ki Totals: 129,711 | 102,007 78.64%
AN VAR | | ﬂ el
QUICKLY AND EASILY RENEW ONLINE
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
SONS OF THE
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01/25/24 O Do a » o SONS OF THE
eqic oG o 0 ==AMERICAN
Qluota Da Da
1{Southeast 1,2, 3,4, 5,6 49,454 40,132 (9,322)| 81.15% 618 L E G I o N
2|Central 1,2,3,4,5,6 129,711 102,007 (27,704)]  78.64% 1,711
3[Midwest 1,2,3, 4,5, 6 25,414 19,663 5751) 77.37% 334 M::‘:EE"}V-‘::'P
4[Norheast 1, 4, 5 143,078 | 110,271 _[32,807)] 77.07% | 2,194 TARGET DATE
5|Western 1,2, 3,4, 5 34,454 25,092 (9,362)| 72.83% 450 Wrebruary 14, 20249
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6 382,111 | 297,165 (84,946) 77.77% 5,307
01/25/24 O d
>>>>> Cl Gl C U
Deta oQ Cl cl
Guota Cl Cl Da Da
1|Wisconsin 1,2, 3,4,5,6,7 4,398 3,931 (467) 89.38% 33
2|lllinois 1,2,3,5,6,7 13,716 11,185 (2,531) 81.55% 513
3|Minnesota 1,2, 3,4,5,6 11,435 9,087 (2,348) 79.47% 55
4|Michigan 1,3,4,5,6 26,236 20,807 (5,429 79.31% 436
5|Ohio 1,3,4,5,6 31,690 25,115 (6,575) 79.25% 207
6|indiana 1,2,3,4,5,6 37,244 28,673 (8,571) 76.99% 182
7|West Virginia 1, 5 2,593 1,674 (219) 64.56% 16
8|Kentucky 1, 4 2,399 1,535 (864) 63.98% 269
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6 129,711 102,007 (27,704) 78.64% 1,711
01/22/24 O a e
»»»»» a Quota 0
Deta oQ Cl
Quota RO Cl Date Date
1|Hawaii 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 120 129 9| 107.50% - 01/22/24| 01/22/24
2|Oregon 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 1,534 1,251 (283) 81.55% 23
3|Montana 1,2,3,4,5,6 1,091 841 (250) 77.09% 3
4|Arizona 1, 4,5, 6 8,595 6,477 (2,118) 75.36% 50
5|ldahol, 2,3, 4,5 659 486 (173) 73.75% 7
6|New Mexico 5 1,582 1,154 (428) 72.95% 112
7 |Latin America 4 33 24 (9) 72.73% -
8|California 1,2, 3,4, 5 11,292 8,202 (3,090) 72.64% 131
9|Wyoming 1,2, 3,4,5 1,248 898 (350) 71.96% -
10|Alaska 3 1,740 1,194 (54¢) 68.62% 11
11|Colorado 1,2, 3,4, 5 2,952 2,020 (932) 68.43% 69
12|Washington 4, 5 2,682 1,810 (872) 67.49% 43
13|Utah 1, 2,3, 4,5 460 307 (153) 66.74% 1
14|Nevada 1,2,3,4,5 387 255 (132) 65.89%
15|Philippines 79 44 (35) 55.70% -
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5 34,454 25,092 (9,362)] 72.83% 450
01/25/24 O od - and
ded a Quota 0
Deta oQ Cl
Quota R Cl Da Da
1{South Carolina 1, 2, 3, 5, 6,7 1,570 1,352 (218) 86.11% 19
2|Florida 1, 2,3,4,5,6,7 23,066 19,683 (3,383) 85.33% 343
3|louisiana 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 1,821 1,499 (322) 82.32% 1
4|Georgia 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 4,887 3,907 (980) 79.95% 51
5|North Carolina 1,2, 3,4,5,6 2,770 2,183 (587) 78.81% 21
6|Alabama 1,2,3,4,5,6 2,100 1,650 (450) 78.57% 23
7|Virginia 1,2,3,4,5,6 4,367 3,417 (950) 78.25% 79
8|PuertoRico 1,2, 3,4,5,6 156 122 (34) 78.21% -
9|Mississippi 1,2, 3,4, 5,6 736 569 (167) 77.31% 3
10|Tennessee 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1,792 1,322 (470) 73.77% 14
12|Texas 1,2,3,4,5 5,783 4,141 (1,642) 71.61% 63
13|Arkansas 1, 2,3, 4,5 406 287 (119) 70.69% 1
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 49,454 40,132 (9,322)] 81.15% 256
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01/25/24

Detachment

Actual

Needed
for Quota

Percent

Increase

National
Rank

105%
Date

Quota
Date

Renewal
Rate

1|[South Dakota 1,2, 3,4, 5,6,7, 8 1,611 1,524 (87) 94.60%
2[North Dakota 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 1,075 950 85)[ 92.09% -
3lowa 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 4,914 3,958 ©56)] 80.55% 26
4[Nebraska 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 6,992 5,400 1,592 77.23% 160
5[Kansas 1,2, 3, 4,5 5,055 4,439 1,616]]  73.31% 89
6[Missouri 1,2, 3, 4,5 3,337 2,424 O13)] 72.64% 56
7[OKichoma 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1,430 928 (502) [ 64.90% -
TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5,6 25,414 19,663 (5,751) 77.37% 334

01/25/24

Detachment

Actual

Needed

for Quota

Percent

Increase

National
Rank

105%
Date

Quota
Date

Renewal
Rate

1|France 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 168 153 (15) 91.07% -
2|Maryland 1,2, 3,4,5,6,7 16,803 13,556 (3,247) 80.68% 117
3|Connecticut 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 1,865 1,492 (373) 80.00% 54
4/|Pennsylvania 4, 5, 6 62,746 49,211 (13,535) 78.43% 1,540
5[Vermont 1,2,3,4,5,6 3,920 3,050 (870) 77 .81% 35
6|Rhode Island 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6 348 269 (79) 77.30% 14
7|Delaware 1, 4, 5, 6 2,596 1,984 (612) 76.43% 30
8|New Hampshire 1,2, 4,5, 6 6,027 4,589 (1,438) 76.14% 151
9|New York 1, 3, 4,5, 6 30,663 23,274 (7,389) 75.90% 113
10]Dist. of Columbia 4 91 67 (24) 73.63% -
11|Maine 5 2,757 1,969 (788) 71.42% 86
12|New Jersey 1,2,3,4,5 9,662 6,888 (2,774) 71.29% 10
13|Massachusetts 1, 3, 4, 5 5,432 3,769 (1,663) 69.39% 44
[TOTALS 1, 4,5, 6 143,078 | 110,271 (32,807)] 77.07%|] 2,194 ] [ [ [ |
01/25/24
Detachment Actual N Percent Increase e Lk
for Quota Rank Rate Date Date
1|Florida 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 23,066 19,683 (3,383) 85.33% 343 7| 72.15%
2|Michigan 1, 4, 5, 6 26,236 20,807 (5,429) 79.31% 436 16| 71.48%
3|Ohio 1,3,4,5,6 31,690 25,115 (6,575) 79.25% 207 17
4[Pennsylvania 4, 5, 6 62,746 49,211 (13,535) 78.43% 1,540 20
5|indiana 1,2, 3, 4,5, 6 37,244 28,673 (8,571) 76.99% 182 28| 71.54%
6|New York 1, 3,4,5,6 30,663 23,274 (7,389) 75.90% 113 31| 69.69%
TOTALS 211,645 | 166,763 (44,882) 78.79% 2,821
[National Totals 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6 382,111 ] 297,165] (84,946)] 77.77%| 5,307 | [ 70.38%] [ |
01/25/24
Needed National Renewal Quota 105%
Detachment Goal Actual for Quota Percent Rank Rate Date Date
1|Commander Hall Maryland 16,803 13,556 (3,247)|  80.68% 11
2|Vice-Commander Bristo Minnesota 11,435 9,087 (2,348 79.47% 15
3|Vice-Commander Moore Virginia 4,367 3,417 (950 78.25% 21 68.35%
4|Vice-Commander Cook New Hampshire 6,027 4,589 (1,438 7614% 30 67.81%
5 30,663 23,274 (7,389)] 75.90% 31| 69.69%
6 6,055 4,439 (1,616)] 73.31%
7 1,582
8 8,202 72.64%
S 27 | BETEONE | Round Up




