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Gentlemen, 
 
During this time of national medical crisis, it i s VI-
TAL that we follow the instruction s of our medical 
and government officials.  Please practice physical 
distancing.  Limit travel to essential trips like the 
grocery store, pharmacy, gas station.  The faster we 
ñFlatten the Curveò the faster life will return to 
normal.  
 
As members of Sons of The American Legion, it is 
virtually impossible for many of us to sit home and 
do nothing .  We are used to being out in our com-
munities helping our veterans.   We are used to so-
cializing at our local Post.  Some of us feel helpless.  
Donôt feel that way.  There are many different 
things we can do to continue the great work of our 
organization.   Take a minute and think about how?  
Itôs actually quite simple. 
 
If you want to have a meeting or just sit around and 
talk to your members, try 
www.freeconferencecall.com.  This is a free re-
source that allows you to send out an email with a 
call-in number and access code.  Online capabilities 
are also available.  Itôs used by national committees 
and commissions and can help fill the gap when 
you want to talk to your members.  You can also try 
www.zoom.us for videoconferencing. 
 
Another way to help is to do your BUDDY CHECKS.  
Call your members and see how they are doing.  
Help The American Legion with their checks as 
well. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I am confident that there are other ways to com-
municate out there, and if you know of any, please 
share.  I will pass them along to our members. 
 
We also need to focus our attention on renewals 
during this national crisis.  We ma y have members 
out there who need help, who may need the benefits 
provided by The American Legion and may need 
their friends.  Please make every effort possi-
ble to contact your members who have not 
renewed as of today.  They are important to 
your Squa dron, District, Detachment, and 
the organization as a whole.  Let them 
kn ow that when you talk or email.  
 

 
 

Please remember the Central 
Region Challenge Date of 
95% membership on April 1.  
So many are knocking on the 
door.  Letôs ALL hit that 
mark!  W hoôs nex t?    

 
We are just a few cards away from our first QUOTA 
DETACHMENT i n the Central Region.  The De-
tachment of Iowa only needs 35 cards, while the 
Detachment of Wisconsin is a close second, needing 
only 38 cards for quota.  WHO ôS FIRST?  

http://www.freeconferencecall.com/
http://www.zoom.us/
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The Central Region remains  in Third  Place 
nationally  as of  M ar ch 26 , 2020  with 
86.201 %.  Keep up the outstandi ng  work!  
 

 
 
The Central Regi on returned to First  Place 
as of  the Mar ch 23 , 20 20  Ren ewal  Repor t .  
Th is number represents 78.75% %.  Who ôs 
next?  
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact either 
NVC Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with  any-
thing.  
 
Thanks for your support of this publication ! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 

 

Jeff Vrabel, Sr.  
 

Sons of The American Legion 
National  Membership 

Committee 
Central Region Chairman 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 

#SALSTRONG 

 
 

 
 
 

NATIONA L TARGET DATE  

Ap ril 8 , 20 20  

90 % 
 

To:  All Legion Leadership 
From:  Daniel S. Wheeler, National Adjutant 
Subject:         COVID-19 Update 

National Headquarters 
  

Due to the uncertainty of when our nation 
will overcome the COVID-19 virus, and be-
cause we want to ensure that a minimum 
number of people are infected, we have 

taken the following steps to limit exposure of Legion-
naires, program participants, and the national head-
quarters staff: 
 
The National Oratorical Finals scheduled to be in Indi-
anapolis near the end of April have been cancelled. 
 

¶ The Spring Meetings have been canceled. 

¶ The Junior Shooting Sports competition scheduled 
for July has been cancelled. 

¶ Boys Nation, also scheduled for July, has been can-
celled. 

 
We advise departments to consider similar measures.  
Right now, it is too soon to predict the effect that the 
virus will have on the American Legion World Series or 
the national convention, but those decisions will be 
made within the next couple of months. 
  
In the meantime, your national headquarters continues 
to function ς some employees are in the offices, many 
others working remotely from home.  You should still be 
able to reach the vast majority of us via email or phone.  
If you need assistance with something and cannot reach 
the person responsible in a timely manner, please let 
my assistant Mary Rooney know (contact information 
below), and she will work at getting an answer for you. 
_____________________________________________ 
Mary A. Rooney, COB 
Executive Assistant to the National Adjutant 
PO Box 1055 - Indianapolis, IN  46206 
office 317.630.1236 
fax 317.630-1223 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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Detachment Membership Standings 
as of March 26, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

IA* ^ 4,375 4,340 99.200% 

WI* ^ 3,744 3,706 98.985% 

OH 31,133 27,881 89.554% 

IL 14,546 10,104 86.006% 

MN 11,748 10,096 85.938% 

IN 39,364 33,357 84.740% 

MI 24,083 20,004 83.063% 

MO 3,705 2,376 61.130% 

TOTALS 132,698 112,902 85.082% 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 
^ = Met April 1 Central Region Challenge of 95% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of March 26, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern 42,763 38,379 89.748% 

Western 26,395 23,131 87.634% 

Central 132,698 114,387 86.201% 

Eastern 146,273 125,974 86.123% 

Midwest 30,366 26,125 86.034% 

TOTALS 378,495 327,996 86.658% 

 
11,411 ahead of last year 

 

National Comm ander Bolt ôs 
2019 -2020 Goals  

 
Please remember as you tr avel and pr omote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National  Com-
mander Clint Boltôs goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities.  
 

 RECRUI T, RET AIN, A ND REINSTATE  
to reach 400,000  members 

 Renewal rate  above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in  Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation  $500,000  
 Natio nal Emergency Fund $100,000  
 Soldier s Wish   $100,000  
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000  
 Veterans & Childrenôs Fund $100,000  
 Operation Comfort Warriors  $100,000 

 
 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of March 23, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 3,777 84.84% 

OH 30,456 25,192 82.72% 

WI 3,945 3,255 82.51% 

MN 11,565 9.368 81.00% 

IL 14,431 11,366 78.76% 

IN 38,876 30,060 77.32% 

MI 24,126 18,220 75.52% 

MO 3,485 2,183 62.64% 

TOTALS 131,336 102,482 78.03% 
 
 

 
National Renewal Rates 

as of March 23, 2020 
 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 103,421 78.75% 

Eastern 144,840 113,028 78.02% 

Midwest 29,920 22,771 76.09% 

Southern 42,858 32,358 75.47% 

Western 26,524 19,159 72.21% 

TOTALS 375,540 290,737 77.42% 

 
 

2019  ï 2020  
Centra l Region  

Membership Challenge  
from Jeff  Vrab el,  Sr.  

 

DECEMB ER 31  60%   V 
FEBR UARY  1  85%   V 
M ARCH 1   90%   V 
APRIL 1   95% 
M AY 1    100 % 
JUNE  30    110% 
 

Who ôs next?  
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To: National Officers 

Assistant National Officers 
National Executive Committee 
Assistant National Committee 
Past National Commanders 
Detachment Commanders 
Detachment Adjutants 

Thru:  National Adjutant Anthony Wright  
From:  Ken A. George, National SAL Liaison 
Subject:  Status of Resolution 8 and COVID-19  

impact on the SAL 
  
Over the past few weeks, we have observed mandates 
issued by health organizations, local, state, and federal 
governments to minimize the spreading of the COVID-
19 virus.  Recently, the SAL Sr. Leadership and the SAL 
Internal Affairs Commission created and passed forward 
to the SAL-NEC a resolution to cancel the upcoming 
Spring Meetings in May.  The American Legion has cre-
ated its own resolution and taken the same measures 
and actions.  Below is an official message from National 
Adjutant Daniel Wheeler outlining the current state of 
affairs in relation to American Legion's meetings and 
upcoming annual programs.  Please take note and for-
ward the cancelations to your detachment member-
ship.  
  
SAL Resolution 8 was voted on this past weekend, and 
although the constitution and bylaws (CB&L) state that 
an electronic vote is open for 30 days, time is of the es-
sence.  Enough votes have been cast and recorded by 
Adjutant Wright and Brian Compton, where a simple 
majority has been declared, and the motion will carry.  
With the passing of Resolution 8, the following will oc-
cur immediately.  
  

¶ The 2020 SAL NEC spring meetings and training 
classes are canceled 

¶ All hotel reservations reserved via the meeting por-
tal have been canceled 

¶ Flights booked through the convention office at HQ 
are canceled.  You are responsible for flight reserva-
tions you booked outside of the convention office. 

¶ All travel for SAL National Officers and leading can-
didates is canceled until May 1st   

¶ Any further decisions or cancellations that may im-
pact The American Legion and the Sons of The 
American Legion will be assessed and announced 
after April 8th unless something is known before 
that time.  

What does this mean?  

¶ Currently, all headquarters staff has been ordered 
to work from home until April 7th, to return on 
April 8th.  In the meantime, all national staff has full 
capabilities to work remotely from anywhere.  All 
staff is available during regular working hours 8 AM 
ς 4:30 PM (EST).  With our new phone and server 
capabilities, our office's numbers are connected 
with voice or texting capability, and all files can be 
accessed.     

 
Between now and the national convention: 

¶ The SAL Sr. Leadership and I will work together to 
determine the next course of action for future 
meetings and the convention.  As something is 
known, all concerned will be notified soon as practi-
cal. 

¶ HQ staff will work with convention staff to deter-
mine options for an NEC meeting that can take 
place at the convention. 

¶ Commission and Committees are encouraged to 
work in the same manner as they do between 
meetings (phone conferencing).  Make sure some-
one is keeping accurate minutes of each meeting 
you are conducting.  C &C's will not meet at the 
convention, but each chair will be required to have 
an official roll-up report to be read, and hard copy 
turned in at the convention NEC.  If you need an as-
sistant adjutant assigned to your phone meetings, 
make a request through Adjutant Wright ahead of 
time.  Allow time for scheduling; do not wait until 
the last minute to make your request. 

¶ There may be more resolutions created so that we 
can make the necessary adjustments to conduct 
business at the convention and may not be ad-
dressed in the CB&L. 

  
I would like to state that I appreciate everyone's pa-
tience and understanding as we face the challenges and 
make sacrifices in the face of a pandemic that threatens 
our friends and loved ones.   If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me.   
  
Regards, 

Ken A. George  

Member Engagement Coordinator 
National SAL & ALR Liaison 
NALC Alumni ς Class of 2016 
Phone 317.630.1376 
Fax 317.655.1509 
www.legion.org 
Veterans Strengthening America 

http://www.legion.org/
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From the  
Americanism Commission  

 
I hope all is doing well and get-
ting  through these challenging 
times. As you know everything 
that we are going through is new 
to everyone and even if there are 
some hurdles that we will need 
to get over, we know we can do it 
by working together.   On our 
conference call earlier this 

month we decided that we would not need a call 
because we would be together at the Spring NEC. 
Now that it has been cancelled, I want all to know 
that we will have an Americanism conference call 
on May 7th at 7:00 p.m. Central time. The number 
is 515-606-5134 and the pin is 451074. 
 
I woul d like to have a report from everyone on your 
assigned programs on this call, just the same as you 
would have done for the NEC commission meeting. 
We will be giving a report to the convention dele-
gates on our conference calls and work we do to 
wrap up our year. 
 
If anyone has any questions feel free to contact me, 
please do not email back by hitting reply all. We 
will work together to get through it all.  
 
Please spread the word that we still be looking for 
history and scrapbooks to judge at National Con-
vention, and there will be a Youth Room at National 
convention and we would love to see growth from 
the first one to this year. I look forward to hearing 
from everyone and hope everyone is doing great. 
Stay safe and healthy. 
 
Serving Those Who ServedéFull Steam Ahead, 
 
Don Hall Jr , Chairman   
Americanism Commission 
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Detachment Features  
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition  V Thanks  
Illinois   February 2 edition  V Thanks  
Missouri  February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition  
Michigan February 23 edition V Thanks  
Indiana  March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition  
Minnesota March 15 edition  
 

There ôs still tim e if you did nôt have your  
Deta chment f eature  publishe d yet!!!  

 

 

From the  Veterans  Employment & 
Education  Commission  

 
Fellow Sons, 
 
As we wade deeper into the un-
chartered waters of the COVID-
19 ñcorona virusò pandemic, in 
the interest of public safety, the 
Veterans Employment and Edu-
cation Commission will NOT be 
sending out a list of Job/Career 

Fairs or homeless stand down events until state 
mandated quarantines have been lifted.  We wish 
that you all remain safe and healthy and keep those 
affected in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Thom Skelley, Chairman 
Sons of The American Legion 
National VE&E Commission 
(813) 310-0109 
 

ñServing Th ose Who Served é 
éFull St eam Ahead ò 

 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
Online Meeting 

http://j oin.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds its 
monthly Conference Calls on the third Tuesday of 
each month.  It is important that we get the mes-
sage out to as many Membership Chairmen as pos-
sible.  Please share this with your District and 
Squadron leadership and ask them to join us. 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
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From the  Veterans Affairs  
&  Rehabilitation  Commission  

 
My Fellow Sons! 
 
Just a reminder for the upcom-
ing SAL VA & R Commission's 
Month ly Conference Call, to be 
held on Monday March 30th, 
7:00 PM CST (Prevailing Time) 
 
PL EASE NOTE NEW  

PH ONE NUM BER! 
 
THE NEW CALL IN NUMBER IS  
1-480 -297 -0773  
 
PASSCODE  # 8781497  
MARCH 30, 2020 - 7:00 pm CST  
 
Please forward and share this notice with any 
members that may be interested in VA & R news 
and activities!   Please also let me know if you get 
this notice more than once so that I can eliminate 
any duplicate email address from my files.  In the 
same vein, please send to me email addresses of 
others you would like to include for future cal ls. 
 
Our Commission is looking forward to this call and 
we look forward to you joining us this Monday 
evening March 30, 2020 at 7:00 PM Central Stand-
ard Time. 
 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns 
you may have regarding this email and/or VA &  R 
issues. 

 
Talk to all of you soon and thank you for all you do! 
 
For GOD and Country, 
 
Butch Ray, Chairman  
SAL National VA & R Commission 
 
"Guided by Tradition"  
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EDITORΩS NOTE:  This section is for sharing information from government 
and health officials related to COVID-19.  It is not intended to be a directive 
from The American Legion or Sons of The American Legion, unless other-
wise noted by National Headquarters.  Please follow the instructions from 
officials in your area. 
 

 
 

 
 
The American Legion has created an information 
center for updates related to COVID-19.  Please 
click the link regularly for updates. 
 
https://www.legion.org/headline s/coronavirus  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus
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We are all in this together, and we need to remem-
ber that.  I came across a letter  this week in The 
Southwest Messenger, a weekly newspaper pub-
lished in Central Ohio, that goes like this:  

 
Message from Grove City Councilman  

on the coronavirus  
Community needs to come together and help one anoth-
er in time of crisis  
 
We are a community ï a family.  
 
Regardless of whether feel the current con-
cerns/fears relating to the coronavirus are war-
ranted or you th ink they are exaggerated, there is 
a growing  list of concerns and questions that 
many have. 
 
We cannot control the nat ional politics of the sit-
uation, but we owe it to our friends and neighbors  
to consider the concerns that many may have as 
they see the virus spread. 
 
We are in this together, so even if you donôt have a 
concern, check in with others to see if they have 
fears.  Let people communicate and see if there is 
anything you can do to support them, so they feel 
more in control.  
 
Make a list of the vu lnerable people you may know 
such as seniors, health care workers and many 
others.  Be sensitive to their con cerns.  The best 
way to tamp  down panic is  for all to listen with 
patience and help where there is a need. 
 
Let people know you care and that they are not 
alone.  Direct them to facts (CDC, Dept. of Health, 
etc.) not partisan posts aimed a t tearing us apart 
as a community.  
 
Wash your hands and support and love one anoth-
er.  Spread the love. 
 
Ted Berry, First Ward Co uncilman  
Grove City, Ohio 
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To all, 
 
As leaders of an Organization 
which prides itself on being 
strong and helping those we can, 
it is hard t o say, ñWe canôt do 
this.ò 
 
Our Organization and Our Na-

tion is facing things I have never seen and have only 
read about in history books. 
 
Things like thi s are disappointing, but the cancella-
tion has been taken out of your control. 
 
May those that can step up and take action, until 
God gets us through this. 
 

PDC Bill Towns, Judge Advocate 
Detachment of Ohio 
docbill@neo.rr.com 
SALJudgeAdvocate@OhioLegion.com 

 

Veteransô GI Bill benefits 
to continue during  

COVID -19 pandemic  
 
WASHINGTON  ï President Trump signed into 
law S. 3503, March 21, which will enable the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to continue 
providing the same level of education benefits to 
students having to take courses online due to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
 
The law gives VA temporary authority to continue 
GI Bill payments uninterrupted in the event of na-
tional emergencies, allowing for continued payment 
of benefits even if the program has changed from 
resident training to online training.  
 
Thanks to the law, GI Bill students will continue 
receiving the same monthly housing allowance 
payments they received for  resident training  until 
Dec. 21, or until the school resumes in-person clas-
ses. 
In the wake of COVID-19, thousands of students 
nationwide have been converted to distance learn-
ing as many educational institutions are transition-
ing to technology-based lesson delivery. 
 

ñI commend President Trump and Congress for 
their work on this important law,ò said VA Secre-
tary Robert Wilkie. ñIt will give Veteran students 
certainty as they continue their education.ò 
 
Students receiving GI Bill benefits  are not required 
to take any action. Benefits will continue automati-
cally. VA will work closely with schools to ensure 
enrollments are accurately certified and processed 
timely. Updates will be provided to students via di-
rect email campaigns and social media regarding 
VAôs effort to implement these new changes. 
 
Students with specific questions can contact the 
Education Call Center at: 888-442-4551 between 8 
a.m.-7 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday-Friday. 
  

Find a Service Officer  
 
Accredited American Legion service officers are 
specially trained to provide expert assistance, free 
of charge, to veterans and their families. While the 
majority of a service officerôs work involves applica-
tion for VA disability  benefits, these compassionate 
professionals also provide information, referrals 
and resources on education, employment and busi-
ness, death benefits and other important topics. Go 
to https://www.legion.org/serviceofficers?fbclid=I
wAR1f0Kg0NifThz4mvRu FsE2lUh0bCxhzSRttVRZ
HwWc1-SRS8Hutt1jGkH0 . 
  

VA national cemeteries  
to adjust operations  

in respon se to C OVID -19 
 
WASHINGTON  ðAll U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) national cemeteries are open and will 
continue to provide interments for Veterans and  
eligible individuals. However, effective March 23 ð 
as part of the agencyôs response to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) ð committal  services and the render-
ing of military funeral honors will discontinue until 
further notice.  
 
Immediate family members (limited to no more 
than 10 individuals) of the deceased may witness 
the interment if requested.   
 
ñWe are committed to the safety of our Veterans, 
their families and employees, and have implement-
ed an aggressive public health response to COVID-
19,ò said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. ñAt the same 
time, we continue to take steps to provide flexibility 
to Veterans and their loved ones, where possible.ò 
 

mailto:docbill@neo.rr.com
mailto:SALJudgeAdvocate@OhioLegion.com
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3503?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.3503%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/docs/pamphlets/ch33_pamphlet.pdf
https://www.legion.org/serviceofficers?fbclid=IwAR1f0Kg0NifThz4mvRuFsE2lUh0bCxhzSRttVRZHwWc1-SRS8Hutt1jGkH0
https://www.legion.org/serviceofficers?fbclid=IwAR1f0Kg0NifThz4mvRuFsE2lUh0bCxhzSRttVRZHwWc1-SRS8Hutt1jGkH0
https://www.legion.org/serviceofficers?fbclid=IwAR1f0Kg0NifThz4mvRuFsE2lUh0bCxhzSRttVRZHwWc1-SRS8Hutt1jGkH0
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/?utm_source=VA%20Alert&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=Coronavirus&utm_content=link%20to%20VA%20Public%20Health%20page
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/?utm_source=VA%20Alert&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=Coronavirus&utm_content=link%20to%20VA%20Public%20Health%20page
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Families choosing to continue with interment may 
schedule a committal service for a later date. Fami-
lies wishing to postpone an already scheduled in-
terment to a later date should contact the cemetery 
as soon as possible to convey their wishes. 
 
Although VA national cemeteries remain open to 
visitors, guests are strongly urged to obey local 
travel restrictions and avoid unnecessary travel. 
Certain portions of a cemetery typically open to the 
public, such as public information centers or chap-
els, may be closed to the public. Contact your local 
cemetery for updates regarding closures.   
 
For more information, contact NCA at 202 -891-
9987. Veterans can call the National Cemetery 
Scheduling Office at 800-535-1117 or schedule a 
burial arrangement online . 
  

Care Resource Guide  
 
Veterans and their Families, Caregivers and Survi-
vors have many resources available to answer their 
questions on services related to the Coronavirus, or 
COVID-19, and the care, benefits and services 
available from the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
other agencies and non-profit  organizations. 
  
Coronavirus information: The federal government 
response www.coronavirus.gov/ . 
  
The actions of the Department of Veteranôs Affairs 
(VA):  https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n -
coronavirus/ . 
  
VA has implemented an aggressive public health 
response to protect and care for Veterans in the 
face of this emerging health risk. We are working 
directly with the Centers for  Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and other federal partners to 
monitor the outbreak of the virus.  
  
These measures include outreach to Veterans and 
staff, clinical screening at VA health care facilities, 
and protective procedures for patients admitted to 
communi ty living centers and spinal cord injury 
units.  
 
EDITOR ôS NOTE:   Ohio PDC Bill Towns has served the 
Detachment as Judge Advocate for fifteen years.  He sends out 
a weekly email to Detachment members and others as an 
update to the goings on in Ohio.  I want to personally thank 
him for his hard work, and for inc luding the fol lowing 
information in his update.  THANKS BILL!!!  

 
 
 

Sons and Legion Family Members, 
  
Please see the Resource Guide published by the 
Veterans Administration, designed for veterans and 
their families, caregivers, survivors, and support 
organizations. 
  
Please share as possible, to as many organizations 
and individuals as needed.  Information overkill is 
better than no information at all!  
  
Thanks, 
 
Gabe Cinquegrana 
Sons of The American Legion 
National VAVS Representative  
 

 

 

https://www.cem.va.gov/alerts.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/alerts.asp
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/schedule-a-burial/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/schedule-a-burial/
http://www.coronavirus.gov/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/
https://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/72615/vas-recommendations-help-slow-covid-19-virus/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5400
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