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The American Legion | January 9, 2024 

 
If you are the child of a parent who lost their life while 
honorably serving on active military duty on or after 
9/11 or is a post-9/11 veteran with a combined VA dis-
ability rating of 50 percent or higher, you are eligible 
to apply for The American Legion Legacy Scholarship. 
 
The 2024 American Legion Legacy Scholarship appli-
cation is online.  The application deadline is March 27. 
 

 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship recipient Reese 
Reiling who attends UMass Boston. 

 
Since the Legacy Scholarship's first grant in 2004, 825 
military children of the fallen and disabled have re-
ceived over $6.2 million in financial assistance for 
higher learning .  The following are ways the scholar-
ship has helped recipients: 
 
ñReceiving this scholarship over the course of my 
medical school career has truly been a life-changing 
opportunity for me .  This scholarship helped me alle-
viate the financial stress that comes with the rigorous 
training required to become a doctor.ò 
 

ñThank you for awarding me with The American Le-
gion Legacy Scholarship.  It is a great privilege to be a 
recipient of your generosity, and I look forward to uti-
lizing these funds in pursuit of my college education.  
Your help will allow me to pursue my dreams of be-
coming an officer of the CIA and for that I am ex-
tremely grateful.ò 
 
The Legacy Scholarship provides financial aid for 
graduate or post-graduate tuition, books, room and 
board, meal plans and other supplies needed to 
achieve a higher education.  It is a needs-based schol-
arship ï the grant amount each scholarship recipient 
will receive will be based on his or her financial need 
after all federal and state aid is exhausted.  Recipients 
will have a year to use the grant and may reapply to 
The American Legion Legacy Scholarship up to six 
times. 
 
The number of scholarships awarded, and the amount 
of financial aid granted to each awardee (this includes 
returning applicants) will be determined on donations 
to the scholarship fund and one's financial needs. 
 
For additional information about the scholarship and 
eligibility requirements, please  learn more here. 
 
The 2024 American Legion Legacy Scholarship recip-
ients will be selected by The American Legionôs Com-
mittee on Youth Education during the organizationôs 
annual Spring Meetings in May.  
 

https://www.legion.org/legacy-scholarship-application/eligibility
https://www.legion.org/legacy-scholarship-application/eligibility
https://www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy/about
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Representing More Than Me, 
 
Donald ñJRò Hall, National Commander 
Sons of The American Legion 

 

 
 

 
 
Donôt forget to sign up for The Millennium,  the organ-
izationôs new national monthly newsletter.  Instruc-
tions for how to sign-up appear later in this issue. 
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  

 

          
 

     
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionsons
https://www.youtube.com/@americanlegionHQ
https://twitter.com/AmericanLegion
https://www.instagram.com/theamericanlegion/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-american-legion/
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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Hello  Central Region! 
 
Boy !  Do you guys know how to start a new 
Year!!  
 
THE CENTRAL REGION IS IN 2nd PLACE!!!!  
 
Since the January 2nd report, the region jumped 
5.50% to land at 73.92% !  Six of our Central Region 
detachments have reached or exceeded the 60% Jan-
uary target, with the other two knocking on the door!  
 
I cannot be prouder  of the work you have done and are 
doing!   If we keep up this pace the Central Re-
gion will reach 100% in just under  6 weeks !   
Remember consistency transforms average into excel-
lence!  If we cannot stop thinking about it, we cannot 
stop working for it!   We only need to recruit or renew 
34,482 members to reach our goal! 
 
ñEvery accomplishment starts with the deci-
sion to try. ò - President John F. Kennedy  
 
Talking about accomplishment!   December 31st 
closed out the 2022-2023 SAL Membership year.  My 
brothers, we set a new ñAll -Time -High ò 
in  membership  with 103.52% having 380,743 
members and with 46 detachments reaching 
or exceeding 100%;  and WE ARE ON TRACK 
TO BLOW THAT NUMBER OUT OF THE WA-
TER!!!  
 
Please keep sending me your Individual Recruitment 
Award forms.   They are coming in at a good pace and 
the first round of pins have been mailed out.  Don't 
forget to be looking for a SAL Recruiter of the year and 
those that may qualify for a Blue Brigade Re-
cruiter  Jacket! 
 
Now is the time to push on and keep our momentum 
moving along.  Remember what President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt said...ò The  only limit to the realization 
of tomorrow will be the doubts of today. ò  My 
friends, I have no doubts!  We will reach our goals! 
 
Now for our numbers...  
 
We are in 2nd place but only by a slim margin of .39% 
ahead of the Midwest Region, but we are only 3.29% 
behind the 1st place Southeast Region.  Let's push 
on to be in 1st place and make this a real race 
to the finish line!  
   
The largest gain for this report was from the 
Detachment of Michigan that jumped a whop-
ping 10.04%!   They were followed with large gains 
from Indiana (5.84%), and Ohio (5.53%) .  West Vir-
ginia and Illinois followed by adding 4.86% and 4.21% 
respectfully.  The region closed out with Wisconsin 
moving up 2.07%, Kentucky with 1.50% and Minne-
sota with 1.01%. 
 
What do you think past SAL National Commander 
Grant Jamieson would think of our progress?  At the 
end of the 5th National Convention in 1976, we had a 
total membership of 29,484 members.   A jump of 
4,796 members from the previous year.  Now we are 
on the doorstep of reaching 400,000 members all in 
the service to our veterans!  May our legacy con-
tinue!  
 
Central Region, keep up the good work! 
 
ñIôm the ONE, Youôre the ONE, BE the ONE!ò 
 
For the Commander, ñBelieve and Succeedò 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman  
  

 
REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING 

THIRD Wednesday Quarterly 

September 20, 2023 |  December 20 , 2023  

March 20 , 2024 |  June 19, 202 4 

 

7:00 p.m. Eastern |  Join Zoom Meeting 

(877) 853 -5257  

Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820  |  Passcode: 469 153  

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
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Mary Louise Petrusko  
 

HUBBARD, Ohio ï Mary 
Louise Petrusko, 101, died 
Saturday morning, January 
6, 2023, at a Countryside at 
the Elmwood. 
 
She was born July 31, 1922, 
in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio a 
daughter of Samuel and 
Mary Carano DePaul and 
was a lifelong Hubbard res-
ident.  

 
Mrs. Petrusko, a homemaker, was a member of the St. 
Patrick Roman Catholic Church. 
 
She served with the Womenôs United States Naval Re-
serve, known as WAVES, during World War II.  
 
Her husband, George J. Petrusko, whom she married 
on June 21, 1952, died on November 17, 2013. 
 
Mary leaves two sons, George (Terri) Petrusko, Jr. and 
Michael (Pam) Petrusko, both of Hubbard; a daugh-
ter, Gina (Chris) Zametz of Sarasota, Florida; four 
grandchildren, Joni Petrusko, Joshua Petrusko and 
Christopher and Sean Zametz; a granddaughter-in-
law, Elaunah Petrusko and two great-grandchildren, 
Dominic and Alexander Petrusko. 
 
She was preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, George; a brother, Anthony DePaul; three sis-
ters, Caroline Carano, Helen Doughman and Virginia 
Balestrino and a grandson, Michael G. Petrusko, Jr. 
 
Family and friends may call on Monday, January 15, 
2024, one hour prior to the services, from 6:00 ï 7:00 
p.m. at the Kelley-Cummins Funeral Home.  Funeral 
services will follow at 7:00 p.m. with Rev. Michael 
Swierz officiating, followed by military honors pro-
vided by the Trumbull County American Legion 
Honor Guard.  
 
The interment will be at Hubbard Union Cemetery. 
Please visit www.kcummins.com  to send condolences 
to the family.  
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.wkbn.com/news/local-news/hubbard-news/
http://www.kcummins.com/
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To send flowers to the family or  plant  a tree in 
memory of Mary Louise Petrusko, please visit  our flo-
ral store. 
 

 
 

If youõre a veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the 

Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support.  Dial 988 

then Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 

838255.  

 

The unifying force of Be the One  
Henry Howard  | January 8, 2023  

 
Nothing unites American Legion Family members in 
purpose like Be the One. 
 
That was on full display during the ninth annual Vet-
erans Expo on Jan. 5-6 at American Legion Post 69 in 
Avon Park, Fla. Veteran after veteran talked about 
their personal connections to Be the One, which aims 
to reduce the number of veterans lost to suicide. 
 
Theyôve lost comrades.  Theyôve grieved for family 
members.  Theyôve vowed to do all they can to Be the 
One. 
 
That starts with Larry Roberts, Post 69 commander, a 
service officer and event mastermind.  To Roberts, 
every veteran from every war era, every branch, will 
always be his battle buddy. 
 
ñIôm never going to leave a veteran behind,ò he said, 
noting his service spanned from 1988 to 2001.  ñI 
donôt care if the veteran is from World War II or up 
until now .  A veteran is a veteran.ò 
 
About 15 years ago after encountering an issue with 
VA, Roberts vowed to turn that experience into a quest 
to help other veterans. He became a service officer 
when he moved to Avon Park.  Now he has more than 
200 relationships with agencies, nonprofits and oth-
ers that can assist veterans. His passion, his relation-
ships and his personal journey all led to his mission. 
 
ñI was suicidal,ò Roberts explained.  ñBy doing this, I 
now have coping skills to help myself and fellow vet-
erans.ò 
 
And itôs not just veterans. 
 

The expo also shined a light on a little-discussed topic: 
kids lost to suicide.  Next to a table displaying 22 boots 
representing veterans lost to suicide each day, was an-
other table with 16 teddy bears. One for each child lost 
to suicide daily. 
 
ñIt means a lot to have this here,ò said Jessica Moore, 
department second vice commander.  ñThis post real-
ized itôs not just veterans.  Sixteen kids are taking their 
lives every day.  The kids are losing their parents to 
war, disease.  Itôs affecting them so they are doing it.ò 
Since its inaugural year when it had 14 vendors, the 
expo has grown ð not just in numbers, but in its im-
pact. 
 
Just a few hours after the event began, Roberts ticked 
off success story after success story.  Veterans were re-
ceiving help with increased benefits.  A homeless vet-
eran was connected with a resource he needed. 
 
ñWhen I did my oath in 1988 that means I got it for 
life,ò said Roberts, who is also the department chair-
man for Project Vet Relief.  ñOnce youôre a soldier, 
youôre always a soldier.  You have it in your blood for 
life .  Weôre battle buddies.ò 
 
One of his battle buddies is Moore, member of Post 
323 in Lehigh Acres.  Moore, a Navy veteran who 
served during Operation Desert Storm, draws a con-
nection between Buddy Checks and Be the One. 
 
ñItôs being there for somebody, calling, texting, stop-
ping by and visiting, asking them to get a cup of cof-
fee,ò she said.  ñJust to let them know that you are 
there to listen to them .  Itôs personal.  And itôs personal 
to them to let them know you are there for them.ò 
 
At the onset of COVID, Moore was stuck at home 
alone after her daughter left for college.  ñIt was very 
hard.  I was doing 10 to 20 Buddy Checks a night.  But 
it wasnôt just for them, it was for me.ò 
 
Moore knows the pain of losing someone to suicide.  
Soon after she became a post officer, she experienced 
a difficult loss .  Her mentor was lost to suicide. 
 
ñIt was my first dealing with it.  It wasnôt talked about 
it then like it is now .  But something like this brings 
up those memories.  Itôs not something thatôs new, itôs 
been going on for years.  For those memories to come 
back and reawaken again it was really hard.  It affects 
the kids, the families, the brothers and sisters.  These 
are my brothers and sisters.  This is my family.ò 
 
Moore underscored the importance of the expo 
throughout the entire community .  ñItôs not just The 

https://www.kcummins.com/obituary/Mary-Petrusko/sympathy?type=0
https://www.kcummins.com/obituary/Mary-Petrusko/1069141/memorial-tree
https://www.kcummins.com/obituary/Mary-Petrusko/sympathy-landing
https://www.kcummins.com/obituary/Mary-Petrusko/sympathy-landing
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=The%20unifying%20force%20of%20Be%20the%20One&url=https://www.legion.org/betheone/260869/unifying-force-be-one
http://betheone.org/
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American Legion and other veterans service organiza-
tions that need to see it.  Itôs the communities that 
need to see what happens when we lose a brotherôs or 
sisterôs life.ò 
 
The two-day event began when dozens of American 
Legion Riders, other cyclists and two dozen other ve-
hicles escorted the Global War on Terrorism Wall on 
a 22-mile journey to Post 69.  At the post, the convoy 
was greeted by Boy Scouts holding flags, veterans, and 
others. 
 
Dozens of vendors, nonprofits and others that provide 
services to veterans were on hand. Service officers 
were also available to assist veterans, noted Depart-
ment Commander Michael Raymond, an Air Force 
veteran. 
 
ñOne of the best things about this event is itôs a one-
stop shop for everything veterans need,ò Raymond 
said.  ñItôs all here.  It is one of the best run, well-orga-
nized events like this.  The veterans population looks 
forward to this event every year. Itôs a great event for 
veterans to get together with their families.ò 
 
Raymond, who was post commander for six years, re-
called losing members to suicide as well as a close 
family member.  
 

ñ(Be the One) does mean a 
lot to me,ò he said.  ñNo. 1, 
my daughterôs best friend, 

an Iraq vet, took his own life .  Her husband found him .  
When she found out we were doing this program, she 
was all in.  Thatôs why it is kind of special to me.ò   
 
Raymond shared a success story, illustrating how post 
members worked together to keep an at-risk veteran 
from committing suicide .  ñThatôs what this is all 
about.  Weôve got to stop this disease, called veteran 
suicide.ò 
 

The unifying force of Be the One  
Henry Howard  | January 8, 2024  

 
Nothing unites American Legion Family members in 
purpose like Be the One. 
 
That was on full display during the ninth annual Vet-
erans Expo on Jan. 5-6 at American Legion Post 69 in 
Avon Park, Fla. Veteran after veteran talked about 
their personal connections to Be the One, which aims 
to reduce the number of veterans lost to suicide. 
 

Theyôve lost comrades.  Theyôve grieved for family 
members.  Theyôve vowed to do all they can to Be the 
One. 
 
That starts with Larry Roberts, Post 69 commander, a 
service officer and event mastermind.  To Roberts, 
every veteran from every war era, every branch, will 
always be his battle buddy. 
 
ñIôm never going to leave a veteran behind,ò he said, 
noting his service spanned from 1988 to 2001.  ñI 
donôt care if the veteran is from World War II or up 
until now .  A veteran is a veteran.ò 
 
About 15 years ago after encountering an issue with 
VA, Roberts vowed to turn that experience into a quest 
to help other veterans. He became a service officer 
when he moved to Avon Park.  Now he has more than 
200 relationships with agencies, nonprofits and oth-
ers that can assist veterans. His passion, his relation-
ships and his personal journey all led to his mission. 
 
ñI was suicidal,ò Roberts explained.  ñBy doing this, I 
now have coping skills to help myself and fellow vet-
erans.ò 
 
And itôs not just veterans. 
 
The expo also shined a light on a little-discussed topic: 
kids lost to suicide.  Next to a table displaying 22 boots 
representing veterans lost to suicide each day, was an-
other table with 16 teddy bears. One for each child lost 
to suicide daily. 
 
ñIt means a lot to have this here,ò said Jessica Moore, 
department second vice commander.  ñThis post real-
ized itôs not just veterans.  Sixteen kids are taking their 
lives every day.  The kids are losing their parents to 
war, disease.  Itôs affecting them so they are doing it.ò 
Since its inaugural year when it had 14 vendors, the 
expo has grown ð not just in numbers, but in its im-
pact. 
 
Just a few hours after the event began, Roberts ticked 
off success story after success story.  Veterans were re-
ceiving help with increased benefits.  A homeless vet-
eran was connected with a resource he needed. 
 
ñWhen I did my oath in 1988 that means I got it for 
life,ò said Roberts, who is also the department chair-
man for Project Vet Relief.  ñOnce youôre a soldier, 
youôre always a soldier.  You have it in your blood for 
life .  Weôre battle buddies.ò 
 
One of his battle buddies is Moore, member of Post 
323 in Lehigh Acres.  Moore, a Navy veteran who 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=The%20unifying%20force%20of%20Be%20the%20One&url=https://www.legion.org/betheone/260869/unifying-force-be-one
http://betheone.org/
https://youtu.be/OUmDCoE7MrY
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served during Operation Desert Storm, draws a con-
nection between Buddy Checks and Be the One. 
 
ñItôs being there for somebody, calling, texting, stop-
ping by and visiting, asking them to get a cup of cof-
fee,ò she said.  ñJust to let them know that you are 
there to listen to them .  Itôs personal.  And itôs personal 
to them to let them know you are there for them.ò 
 
At the onset of COVID, Moore was stuck at home 
alone after her daughter left for college.  ñIt was very 
hard.  I was doing 10 to 20 Buddy Checks a night.  But 
it wasnôt just for them, it was for me.ò 
 
Moore knows the pain of losing someone to suicide.  
Soon after she became a post officer, she experienced 
a difficult loss .  Her mentor was lost to suicide. 
 
ñIt was my first dealing with it.  It wasnôt talked about 
it then like it is now .  But something like this brings 
up those memories.  Itôs not something thatôs new, itôs 
been going on for years.  For those memories to come 
back and reawaken again it was really hard.  It affects 
the kids, the families, the brothers, and sisters.  These 
are my brothers and sisters.  This is my family.ò 
 
Moore underscored the importance of the expo 
throughout the entire community .  ñItôs not just The 
American Legion and other veterans service organiza-
tions that need to see it.  Itôs the communities that 
need to see what happens when we lose a brotherôs or 
sisterôs life.ò 
 

The two-day event began 
when dozens of American 
Legion Riders, other cy-

clists and two dozen other vehicles escorted the Global 
War on Terrorism Wall on a 22 -mile journey to Post 
69.  At the post, the convoy was greeted by Boy Scouts 
holding flags, veterans, and others. 
 
Dozens of vendors, nonprofits and others that provide 
services to veterans were on hand. Service officers 
were also available to assist veterans, noted Depart-
ment Commander Michael Raymond, an Air Force 
veteran. 
 
ñOne of the best things about this event is itôs a one-
stop shop for everything veterans need,ò Raymond 
said.  ñItôs all here.  It is one of the best run, well-orga-
nized events like this.  The veterans population looks 
forward to this event every year. Itôs a great event for 
veterans to get together with their families.ò 
 

Raymond, who was post commander for six years, re-
called losing members to suicide as well as a close 
family member.  
 
ñ(Be the One) does mean a lot to me,ò he said.  ñNo. 1, 
my daughterôs best friend, an Iraq vet, took his own 
life .  Her husband found him .  When she found out we 
were doing this program, she was all in.  Thatôs why it 
is kind of special to me.ò   
 
Raymond shared a success story, illustrating how post 
members worked together to keep an at-risk veteran 
from committing suicide .  ñThatôs what this is all 
about.  Weôve got to stop this disease, called veteran 
suicide.ò 
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://youtu.be/OUmDCoE7MrY
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
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Gentlemen, 
 
I have a favor to ask.  PNC Kevin Winkelmann, Chair-
man of the SAL PUFL ad-hoc committee, is in need of 
a favor.  He needs to know how many Detachments in 
the Central Region currently have a ñPaid up for Lifeò 
(PUFL) membership program.  
 

Please let me know at your earliest convenience so 
that I can get this information back to Chairman  PNC 
Winkelmann.  
 
I thank you for your assistance on this issue.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman 
 

December Impact: Claims reps 
complete big year  

The American Legion | January 9, 2024 

 
Accredited American Le-
gion service officers 
helped veterans obtain 
more than $16.5 billion in 
VA disability benefits in 
2023, and national staff 

appeals representatives handled no fewer than 13,187 
claims. 
 
Their work capped a big year in American Legion ser-
vice and advocacy that also included an all-time-high 
Operation Comfort Warriors grant delivered in Ala-
bama; a big jump in the Tango Alpha Lima podcast 
audience; and growing support for the Legionôs Be the 
One mission. 
 
To see the December 2023 American Legion Member-
ship Impact Report, as well as those from previous 
months, click  here. 

 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
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Enter the Media & Communications 
Contest  

The American Legion | January 10, 2024 

 
A benefit of membership in The American Legion Me-
dia Alliance (TALMA) was participation in its annual 
contest.  The contest recognized the media efforts 
American Legion Family members do at the post, dis-
trict,  and department level to promote the good of the 
organization .  Even though TALMA dissolved last 
year, the contest has remained and expanded in effort 
to recognize the great work of all Legion Family mem-
bers. 
 
All Legionnaires, Sons of The American Legion mem-
bers, Auxiliary members, and Legion Riders can enter 
the 2024 Media & Communications Contest!   Visit  le-
gion.org/media/contest  to get started.  Deadline for 
submissions is April 15. 
 
The Media & Communications Contest has seven cat-
egories for submissions:websites, publications, visual 
media, social media campaigns, editorial/news writ-
ing, editorial/informational writing,  and public rela-
tions/community outreach.   
 
There is a $5 fee per entry submission.  All entries 
must have been published during the 2023 calendar 
year. 
 

For reference, see the 2023 contest winners. 
 
The Innovation Award and Chairmanôs Award will 
continue to be presented with the Media & Communi-
cations Contest.  Winners of the awards get a plaque 
and a $50 Emblem Sales credit.  More about the 
awards:  
 

¶ Innovation Award: This rewards innovation in 

media.  Nominees may submit for this but don't 

have to for consideration. Judges will consider the 

award winners and other nominees to select a win-

ner that demonstrated true innovation.   

¶ Chairman's Award: A ñBest in Showò award.  

Nominees don't submit specifically for this. The 

judges consider award winners and select one that 

goes above and beyond the others.  

Media & Communications Commission members and 
Media & Communications National Headquarters 
staff will select the winners in  each category.  The win-
ners will then go before the entire Media & Communi-
cations Commission for approval during Spring Meet-
ings in May.   
 
Donôt wait!  Start submitting your work now for us to 
recognize you.   
 
If you have questions, please email dispatch@le-
gion.org.  
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
https://www.legion.org/media/contest
https://www.legion.org/media/contest
https://www.legion.org/talma/259061/talma-names-its-2023-contest-winners
mailto:dispatch@legion.org
mailto:dispatch@legion.org
http://www.mylegion.org/
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Once you are an account holder 
and have clicked the boxes to re-
ceive email from national head-
quarters, you will receive an email 
with a picture like this in it.  Just 
click it and it will take you to the 
latest edition of The Millennium.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://msgfocus.com/files/amf_american_legion/workspace_1/December_1023.pdf
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to have a memberõs information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Robert ñJeffò Seigler 

Rob-
ert ñJeffò Seigler, 
71, of Wellsville, 
passed away 
peacefully on 
January 4, 2024, 
at East Liverpool 
City Hospital .  
He was born on 

June 18, 1952, in East Liverpool, 
the son of Robert E and Evelyn J 
(Thomas) Seigler. 
 
Jeff had a fulfilling and diverse ca-
reer throughout his life .  For 17 
years, he served as a dedicated Po-
lice officer for the City of Saline-
ville .  Later, he found deep fulfill-
ment as a Minister at the United 
Methodist Church .  In addition, for 
39 years, Jeff worked as a Modeler 
for Sterling China Company in 
Wellsville, OH.  
 
Jeff was an esteemed member of 
the community and enjoyed being 
part of the Sons of the American Le-
gion Post 573.  His commitment to 
his work and community exempli-
fied his strong character and dedi-
cation to serving others. 
 
Jeff is survived by his loving wife of 
42 years, Deena (Wallace)Seigler, 
whom he married on May 23, 1981.  
He also leaves behind his cherished 
daughters: Danielle (Rich Szucs) 
Seigler of Maple Heights, OH, Ja-
mie (Ryan Adkins) Batton, and Sa-
mantha (Lacy Dokes) Seigler, both 
of East Liverpool.  Jeff was a de-
voted grandfather to Rebecca, 
Damian, Draven, and Keaton.  He 
had the joy of welcoming his great-
granddaughter, Iris, and was ea-
gerly anticipating the arrival of a 
great-grandson, Ryder. 
 
Jeff was preceded in death by his 
parents, Robert E and Evelyn J 
(Thomas) Seigler, and his beloved 
sister, Pamela Seigler.  Although he 
will be deeply missed, Jeffôs 
memory will live on in the hearts of 
his family and friends.  
 
Visitation will take place on Tues-
day, January 9, 2024, from 2-4 
p.m. and from 6-8 p.m. at the Mac-
Lean Chapel of Care Funeral & Cre-
mation Specialists on Riverside 

Avenue in Wellsville, OH.  The fu-
neral service will be held on 
Wednesday, January 10 at 12 p.m. 
Jeff will be laid to rest in Spring Hill 
Cemetery. 

 
Andrew David Howerton  

Andrew David 
Howerton, 23, 
of London 
passed away 

unexpectedly 
Friday, Janu-
ary 5, 2024, at 

Madison 
Health.  

Born July 18, 2000, at Doctor's 
West in Columbus, he was a son of 
Angela (Boggs) and Bart Howerton. 
 
Drew was a 2020 graduate of Mad-
ison Plains where he played multi-
ple sports including his favorite, 
football .  He was employed as cus-
todian at F.O.E and prior to that, a 
teacher's aide at the Presbyterian 
Church in London .  He had at-
tended the South Solon Church of 
Christ in Christian Union, as well as 
Newport Methodist .  He belonged 
to and was a color guard for the 
Sons of the American Legion, Post 
#105 and he loved playing sports, 
video games, hunting with his Dad 
and brother, hanging out with 
Jenica and all his friends, watching 
horror movies and his recent pas-
sion was golfing but his true pas-
sion was making music. 
Survivors include his girlfriend 
Jenica Phillips, mother and step-fa-
ther Angie (Mike) Miller, father 
and step-mother Bart (Heidi) How-
erton, grandparents Jill Boggs 
(Nelson Palmer), Donald (Bonnie) 
Miller, Harol d (Lisa) Howerton, Al-
len (Cheryl) Webb and Mike (Lynn) 
Alexander; great grandmother's 
Hilda Webb and Geraldine Reed; 
siblings Taylor (Travis) Chaffin, Ty 
Sollars, Josh Corwin, Landon and 
Mayci Miller; nieces and nephews, 
Roselyn Chaffin, Reagan, Maylan, 
Blayze and Blade Miller; aunts and 
uncles Jeremy Boggs, JaeJae Cut-
lip, Robin Perigo, Lisa Whited, 
Jerry Mason Boggs, Lynda & Josh 
Wood, Seth (Amanda) Howerton, 
Dawn Webb, Christa (Todd) Rus-
sell and Jared (Shana) Alexander; 
numerous aunts uncles and cousins 
including his special cousin Kelsey 
Boggs, and a Multitude of friends 
(to many to list) including his best 
buds Wesley, Matthew, CJ and 
Pauly D. 

He was preceded in death by his 
grandfather Jerry Lee Boggs, great-
grandparents Bill Webb, Mary Ed-
wards, Joyce and Kenneth Robert-
son, aunt and uncle Ruth and Jim 
McGraw and his best friend Mason 
Cordell. 
 
Friends may call at the Coughlin 
Building at the Madison County 
Fairgrounds, 205 Elm Street, Lon-
don from 3-7 PM Thursday, Janu-
ary 11, 2024.  A funeral service will 
follow at 7 PM with Pastor Phil 
Starr officiating.  
 
Monetary donations & flowers for 
Drew may be sent to the funeral 
home. 
 
The family is being served by the 
EBERLE-FISHER FUNERAL 
HOME AND CREMATORY, 103 N. 
Main Street, London, Ohio 43140, 
where online condolences for the 
family may be sent to www.eberle-
fisherfuneralhome.com . 
 
To send flowers to the family or 
plant a tree in memory of Andrew 
David Howerton, please visit our 
floral store.  
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
David Griffen Oldha m  

avid Griffen Old-
ham Sr., 64, of 
New Paris, 
passed away at 
home on Janu-
ary 9, 2024. 
 
David was born 
April 14, 1959, in 

Johnstown, Pa.  He was the son of 
the late Lyle and Delores Oldham 
(Kokoruda) of Alum Bank.  
 
On June 14, 2014, he married Dar-
lene Oldham (Hockenberry).  
 
David is survived by two daughters: 
Shannon, fiancé of Luis Lopez, and 
Kaleigh, wife of Gregory Schoen; 
son, Jacob; stepdaughter, Deana; 
grandchildren: Hailey, Mallory, 
Aleyah, Jack, and James; great-
grandchildren: Sylas, Brynley, and 
Levi; and step grandchildren: 
Ethan, Ezra, and Elizabeth.  He was 
the brother of Lyle (Gue), husband 
of Beth, and Reon. 
 
He was preceded in death by his 
son, David Jr., and life-long best 
friend, Thomas (Blimp) Yarnell.  
David graduated from Chestnut 
Ridge High School in 1977.  He was 
a long-haul truck driver and owner 
operator for 43 years.  He was a for-
mer street stock dirt track race car 
driver, # 7Nô7.  He was a life-long 
NASCAR and Steelers fan who 
watched and attended countless 

races with Jacob and games with 
Shannon.  He loved the outdoors 
and camping and playing cards.  He 
was an avid hunter and fisherman 
and was known by many as the best 
around at skinning a deer.  A force 
to be reckoned with around a camp-
fire, no bonfire ever burned bigger 
than Daveôs.  He was an enthusias-
tic storyteller and  loved recalling 
his childhood spent at Oldhamôs 
Auto Salvage, as well as retelling 
many an inebriated adventure.  
Dave never met anyone he couldnôt 
share a beer with yet  would remind 
everyone to ñlimit yourself to one 
more,ò advice that was rarely taken 
in his presence.  Dave also never 
met an argument he couldnôt win, 
and many will fondly remember 
him as never having been wrong in 
his entire life.  
 
David was a member of the Sons of 
the American Legion, Post 113; 
VFW Post 9219 of Pleasantville; 
Chestnut Ridge Bow & Gun Club; 
and Masonic Lodge No. 524 of Ev-
erett.  He was Methodist and at-
tended Horne Church of Pleas-
antville and Riot Church of the 
Nazarene.  He will be missed 
greatly by his friends and family 
and would like to remind everyone 
who attends his services to ñDrive 
fast and tell the truth.ò 
 
Friends and family will be received 
on Saturday, January 13, from 2 to 
4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. at the J. Ed-
ward Blackburn Funeral Home .  A 
Masonic service will be held on Sat-
urday at 7:30 p.m.  The funeral ser-
vice will be held on Sunday, Janu-
ary 14, at 11 a.m. at the J. Edward 
Blackburn Funeral Home.  
 
Interment will be held at Pleas-
antville Cemetery. 
 
Arrangements by the J. Edward 
Blackburn Funeral Home.  
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/ohio/london
http://www.eberlefisherfuneralhome.com/
http://www.eberlefisherfuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206069686&pn=andrew-howerton&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=206055299&pn=william-loar&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
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Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

 
Dan Seehafer, National Commander 
The American Legion 
 

SVA NATCON: óThe shared journey 
that forges our bondô 

Jeff Stoffer | January 8, 2024  

 
 View Photo Gallery 

 
The meeting room filled with post -9/11 veterans.  
Soon, they were instructed to assemble in teams, six 
or more, to a table.  A team leader was quickly ap-
pointed for each group, a QR code was scanned, and 
ideas flowed.  The objective of this mini -think tank: 
policy priorities for student veterans in 2024 and be-
yond. 
 
Soon appearing on the screen at the front of the 
room were terms, some bolder than others, plugged 
into smartphones by the team leaders.  The ñword 
cloudò displayed their thoughts as they talked.  Sti-
pend reform.  Disconnect.  Break pay.  Advocating 
for caregivers.  Healthcare reform .  Reserve and Na-
tional Guard transition .  Fix work study.  
 
In a sense, this Saturday-afternoon brainstorming 
session encapsulated much from a multi-faceted fi-
nal day of sessions at the 16th Annual Student Vet-
erans of America National Conference in Nashville, 
Tenn. U.S. Coast Guard veteran Tammy Barlet, 
SVAôs vice president for government affairs, told the 
group representing college campuses across the 
country that ñSVAôs policy priorities come from con-
versations just like this.ò 
 
After the students completed their discussions, each 
team leader spoke for the groups.  In time, many of 
the same issues featured during the three-day 

conference came up ï improvements to the GI Bill, 
mental health support, health -care access, better 
pre-discharge preparation for transition to civilian 
life and more. 
 
Leading one table of veterans was Kevin OôNeil, 
American Legion Veterans Employment & Educa-
tion Division policy analyst, who offered his groupôs 
support for the Legionôs long-held position that the 
GI Bill must be made more equitable for members of 
the National Guard and Reserve components and 
that their transition challenges must be better ad-
dressed. 
 

 
American Legion Veterans Education & Employment Division 
policy analyst Kevin OôNeil, far right, helps lead a discussion 
about priorities for student veterans heading into 2024, and be-
yond. 
Jeff Stoffer/The American Legion  

 
OôNeil joined American Legion Veterans Employ-
ment & Education Division Director Joseph Sharpe 
and Executive Director James Baca in breakout ses-
sions at the conference, which included a National 
Headquarters booth that promoted the organiza-
tionôs Be the One mission to prevent veteran suicide 
and to introduce young veterans to the organization 
and its work. Many who visited the Legion booth 
were Legionnaires already, and American Legion 
National Commander Daniel Seehafer and Past Na-
tional Commander Denise Rohan were on hand to 
greet them.  Seehafer spoke at Fridayôs Government 
Affairs general session. 
 
More than 100 breakout sessions and other activities 
in and around Opryland drew thousands of SVA 
members from across the country, each with a dif-
ferent story to share with their fellow veterans.  
 
Leading them was Jared Lyon, national president 
and CEO of SVA since 2016, who reflected in the 
opening session of the conference on his own jour-
ney after discharge.  ñAt the time, I was a 28-year-
old Navy veteran é and I stepped into a new chapter.  

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Jeff%20Stoffer&p=jstoffer&s=legion.org&subject=SVA%20NATCON:%20%E2%80%98The%20shared%20journey%20that%20forges%20our%20bond%E2%80%99&url=https://www.legion.org/education/260870/sva-natcon-%E2%80%98-shared-journey-forges-our-bond%E2%80%99
https://www.legion.org/education/photos/260872/student-veterans-america-16th-natcon%C2%A0
https://www.legion.org/education/260870/betheone.org
https://legion.org/commander/260866/%E2%80%98top-students-world%E2%80%99-learn-gi-bill%E2%80%99s-evolution
https://legion.org/commander/260866/%E2%80%98top-students-world%E2%80%99-learn-gi-bill%E2%80%99s-evolution
https://www.legion.org/education/photos/260872/student-veterans-america-16th-natcon%C2%A0
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I found myself navigating a new world that seemed 
designed for a different age group where bureau-
cratic mazes felt an awful lot more like obstacles 
than pathways.  Back in 2010, I had just finished my 
associate degree and was a transfer junior at Florida 
State.  I couldnôt have felt more like a fish out of wa-
ter.  My first few weeks on campus was a time of 
questioning. Was this college journey the right path 
for me?  These experiences, these challenges that we 
face, they are not just mine ï they are ours.  Itôs the 
shared journey that forges our bond.  Together, we 
are committed to creating campuses where every 
student veteran, every military -connected student, 
every family member, every caregiver, every survivor 
feels welcomed and like they belong from day one.ò 
 
Among the student veterans was American Legion 
Post 293 Patchogue, N.Y., member Nate Gardner, 
SVA chapter president at St. Joseph University-Long 
Island, who drew a standing-room-only crowd to 
hear his story about a service dog named Kenzo he 
obtained free of charge from Americaôs VetDogs that 
changed his life after severe back and ankle injuries 
and a battle with cancer. ñMy life changed the day I 
met Kenzo,ò the Air Force veteran explained.  
ñLearning and training and the help the dogs give is 
an amazing experience.  Better yet, the bond begins 
to grow between you and the dog.  Itôs absolutely 
breathtaking to be in the class, with seven or eight 
other vets, and see how service dogs are individually 
helping all the other vets.  Everyone is there for their 
own reason.  These dogs are not trained all the 
same.ò 
 
Kenzo, who slumbered at the base of the podium as 
Gardner talked, demonstrated in the session how the 
service dog can, for instance, retrieve a mobile phone 
on command if something happens. Others in at-
tendance ï some accompanied by their own service 
dogs ï wept upon hearing about Kenzoôs effect on 
Gardner, physically and emotionally .  ñPlainly and 
simply, they are trained to perform specific tasks and 
services on command to help.  They are different and 
much more formally trained than emotional support 
and therapy animals.ò 
 
In times of stress or depression, Kenzo ñcan feel my 
mental state, as well.  I was depressed with a lot of 
anxiety about my health and my future .  Kenzo is 
trained for PTSD.  If I feel overwhelmed, or if I canôt 
take whatôs happening around me, he will come over 
and put his head on my lap and just stare at me.  He 
will not leave my lap until Iôm ready é These dogs do 
change and save lives.ò 
 

He said Kenzo dramatically improved his relation-
ships with others, including his family, as well as 
other veterans.  His service dog accompanies him on 
campus and in his day-to-day activities. 
 
ñIt costs us more than $50,000 to breed, raise, train 
and place every single service dog that we provide,ò 
said Mike Rosen, chief marketing officer of the non-
profit Americaôs VetDogs, established in 2003. ñWe 
do not charge a penny to the people we serve, includ-
ing flying you from wherever you may live to New 
York, putting you up for two weeks, where you are in 
class with a cohort of anywhere from six to 11 other 
veterans or first responders who are getting their 
service dogs, and you are then trained at that time .  
So, we train the humans to be handlers.ò 
 
Support for veterans with disability ratings and 
those facing mental health struggles, school compli-
cations, career questions, as well as other transition-
related issues were common threads throughout the 
conference, which included a strong presence by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs ï which brought in 
disability claims staff, who joined American Legion 
service officers, in a three-day clinic to help young 
veterans file for their benefits .  VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough urged the student veterans to file and 
get enrolled in VA.  ñWe want to serve you,ò he told 
SVA members Friday.  ñWe want you in our care.  
And we will not rest until we have you in our care.  
So, please apply for your VA care benefits (and) re-
apply if youôve been denied before.ò 
 
One breakout session on Saturday focused on VAôs 
concentrated effort to stop fraud and exploitation of 
veterans.  Tahina Montoya, Strategic Advisor to the 
Chief Veterans Experience Officer, led a session to 
collect from veterans their experiences with fraudu-
lent attempts ï a conversation that ranged from un-
scrupulous schools that fail to provide promised de-
grees and career opportunities to homeless shelters 
that consume VA disability compensation from 
needy veterans and predatory firms that extract vet-
eran benefits and big fees for claims representation 
often offered free of charge. 
 
ñVSAFE ï Veterans Scam and Fraud Evasion ï is an 
initiative that launched to get after trust,ò Montoya 
told a group of veterans. ñVeterans are susceptible to 
fraud for a variety of different reasons .  Just to give 
you an idea of the fraud landscape, in 2022, it was 
determined that veterans experienced over $292 
million worth of loss. And that is only based on the 
numbers that have been reported.  So, think about 
the folks who donôt even know that they are being 

https://www.vetdogs.org/
https://www.va.gov/initiatives/protecting-veterans-from-fraud/
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defrauded who, if they do know, they donôt know 
where to report it or how to report it.ò 
 
VSAFE is an effort by VA to corral all the various 
forms of veteran fraud and exploitation, understand 
the issue more fully, and act upon it.  In December, 
Montoya said, a presidential task force had its initial 
meeting ñand started talking about how we get after 
this.ò 
 
One way is a VSAFE ñlistening tourò that has begun 
to gather examples from veterans across the country, 
representing nine different demographics, from stu-
dent veterans to the elderly. ñWe are going on a six-
month sprint to have listening sessions like this  to 
hear straight from the source.  Weôre not going to as-
sume what the fraud is.  Weôre not going to assume 
that because I experienced fraud in this way, itôs the 
only way or the most prevalent way.  We want to hear 
it straight from the source.ò She said VA will be look-
ing to student veterans, staff, veterans service organ-
izations and others to capture all the types of fraud 
and exploitation occurring.  
 
ñOnce we hit all of the demographics of the veteran 
population that we hope to, weôre going to consoli-
date that information, and itôs going to help inform 
the resources we develop é and also how we start 
getting after solutions é All the information that you 
guys provide is going to inform what we do, and how 
we further develop, this VSAFE initiative.ò 
 
She also let students know that a dedicated VA hot-
line ï 1-800 -827-1000 ï is available for veterans to 
report suspected fraud. 
 
Also included in the conference were multiple ses-
sions that demonstrated the importance of commu-
nity service, fitness and networking with local veter-
ans service organizations and others in communi-
ties. Community service and projects like those un-
dertaken by The Mission Continues ï which led a 
Thursday unity project with SVA to revitalize Blue 
Hole Farm, an eco-friendly community space that 
augers against food insecurity and advances green 
technologies ï were encouraged for young veterans 
seeking to attain the same sense of purpose they 
knew in the military.  
 
ñYou canôt come home and take off that uniform and 
thrive without the support of a community,ò ex-
plained Lisa Hallett, executive director and co-
founder of  Wear Blue Run to Remember, which led 
the SVA group on a 1.4-mile Remembrance Run Sat-
urday morning. ñCommunities possess belonging-
ness and purpose, and we know that those are two 

important protective factors that fight against sui-
cide. There is power in partnering with our local vet-
erans service organizations so that we can provide 
opportunities for community and belongingness.ò 
 
She later facilitated a panel discussion with veterans 
leading efforts to strengthen communities and local 
veterans networks through non-profit programs 
they represent. 
 
Army combat veteran TôLiza Kiel, director of alumni 
engagement for The Mission Continues, made the 
point among her fellow veterans that ñYour network 
is your net worth.ò 
 
That point was made clear in hundreds of ways dur-
ing the conference, among student veterans, caregiv-
ers, VA, The American Legion, employers, and doz-
ens of others throughout the conference -- including 
one dog named Kenzo. 
 

Past and present Boys State staff 
encouraged to apply to serve at 

Boys Nation  
The American Legion | January 10, 2024 

 
Current and former Boys State staff interested in 
serving on staff at American Legion Boys Nation are 
encouraged to apply. 
 
A printable application form is available online by 
clicking  here. 
 

 
Boys Nation Staff awaits for the arrival of Boys Nation Delegates 
at Marymount University in Arlington, Va., on Saturday, July 
22, 2023. 

Hilary Ott /The American Legion  

 
The application form is aimed at creating a database 
of Legionnaires, Sons of The American Legion and 
other Boys State staff who would be interested in 
also volunteering to serve on the Boys Nation staff.  
The application is not aimed at filling specific 

https://www.wearblueruntoremember.org/
https://www.missioncontinues.org/
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/Boys%20Nation%20Staff%20Interview%20Form.pdf
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positions; rather, itôs to have information on those 
who are interested in case there is a staff opening 
that meets the skills and education of those who ap-
ply. 
 
Applications must include the department adju-
tantôs signature. 
 
Service on the Boys Nation staff requires a minimum 
11-day commitment in July for the program, includ-
ing arrival in Washington, D.C., in advance of the 
young men selected to represent their states at Boys 
Nation. This yearôs Boys Nation program is July 21-
27, with staff arriving a few days earlier. 

 
Boys Nation.  At Boys State / 
Nation, participants learn the 
rights, privileges, and responsi-
bilities of franchised citizens .  
The training is objective and cen-
ters on the structure of city, 
county, and state governments. 

 

January at the Museum  
 

Happy New Year!  
As you may be 
aware, 2024 
marks the 80-year 
anniversary of D-
Day (June 6, 

1944).  To mark this remarkable time in our history, 
we are preparing a year-long salute to the Greatest 
Generation featuring Veteran stories, events, and in-
sights from World War II. Weôll begin with our new 
exhibition opening on January 12 ï Lost Man Blues: 
Jon Schueler ï Art and War . 1st Lieutenant 
Schueler was a B-17 navigator in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps whose art is largely influenced by his views 
from the skies over Europe.  We invite you to come 
out to the NVMM and watch our website and social 
channels to see whatôs next! 
 

 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day $1 Admission  
Monday, January 15   |   10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Plan now to visit the NVMM on MLK  Day for $1 ad-
mission.  We know you and your family or friends 
will be inspired by the courage of all those who have 
fought for our freedoms.  
PLAN YOUR VISIT 

 

 
Resilience & Wellness Program  
If working on your personal wellness is one of your 
New Yearôs resolutions, we invite you to try our Jiu 
Jitsu and yoga classes held regularly at the NVMM.  
NVMM Jiu Jitsu  
 
Hands-on classes bring world-class instructors and 
experienced and proven leaders who teach the gentle 
art of jiu jitsu .  The art of Jiu Jitsu helps build confi-
dence and provides real-world tools to conquer the 
challenges participants face each day. 
NVMM Yoga 
 
Relieve stress, build resilience, and maintain opti-
mal fitness with our free NVMM Yoga program. 
Each Thursday and Sunday, one of our certified in-
structors will lead a class through basic poses to 

https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=d25757a8-68aa-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=d25757a8-68aa-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=a99090ef-81a9-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=d45757a8-68aa-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=d45757a8-68aa-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=d55757a8-68aa-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
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advanced movements to help you find your inner 
peace of body and mind. 
 
All classes are free, but registration is required .  We 
believe in having a welcoming and safe learning en-
vironment for all levels of experience; beginners to 
advanced individuals are welcome.  
EXPLORE CLASSES 

 
Stay connected to key dates in our nation's history. 
 
January 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
January 24: International Day of Education  
January 27: International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day 

 
Membership drives our mission to tell even more 
stories.  Explore yours today. 

 
National Veterans Memorial and Museum  
300 W. Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 362-2800  | www.nationalvmm.org  
 

Taiwan, South China Sea dominate 
first US -China military dialogue  

in 3 years  
Alex Wilson/Stars and Stripes | January 11, 2024 

 
Beijing will make no ñconcession or compromiseò re-
garding Taiwan, Chinese military officials told their 
U.S. counterparts during the first face-to-face mili-
tary dialogue between the two countries in four 
years.  
 

 
U.S. Navy photo 

 
U.S. and Chinese representatives met at the Penta-
gon on Monday and Tuesday to discuss military-to-
military relations, global security, and regional is-
sues, according to readouts of the meeting released 
Wednesday by the Pentagon and Chinaôs Defense 
Ministry.   
 

The discussions ð led by Michael Chase, deputy as-
sistant secretary of defense for China, Taiwan and 
Mongolia, and Chinese army Maj. Gen. Song 
Yanchao ð were the first between the two global 
powersô militaries since 2021; direct talks were 
shelved after former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
visited Taiwan in August 2022.   
 
President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping met in November during the Asia -Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum in San Francisco, 
where Xi agreed to resume the talks, the Pentagon 
said in its news release. 
 
Chase ñunderscored the importance of maintaining 
operational safetyò in the Indo-Pacific and reiterated 
the United Statesô promise to ñfly, sail and operate 
safely and responsibly wherever international law 
allows,ò according to the Pentagonôs news release. 
 
China urged the U.S. to ñreduce military presence 
and provocative actions in the South China Sea,ò 
Beijingôs defense ministry said in its news release.  
China will make no ñconcession or compromise on 
the Taiwan question and demanded the U.S. abide 
by the One China principle,ò the release states.  
 
Under the ñOne Chinaò policy, the U.S. acknowl-
edges Beijingôs view that it has sovereignty over Tai-
wan, which split from the mainland in 1949, but con-
siders the island democracyôs status unsettled. 
 
Beijing also called on the U.S. to ñstop arming Tai-
wan, and not support Taiwan independence,ò ac-
cording to the release.  
 
China considers Taiwan, a functionally independent 
democracy since 1996, as a breakaway province that 
must be reunified with the mainland, by force if nec-
essary.  
 
The military dialogue coincided with a visit from 
Taipeiôs de facto ambassador to the U.S., Alexander 
Yui, Taiwanôs Foreign Ministry said in a new release 
Wednesday.  
 
Yui met Tuesday with House Speaker Mike Johnson 
and said the two countriesô relationship is based on 
ñsuch shared values as freedom and democracy,ò ac-
cording to the release.  Yui also said he hopes to con-
tinue working with Congress.   
 
China protested the meeting and called on the U.S. 
to break official ties with Taiwan, according to a 
transcript of Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ningôs press conference on Wednesday.  

https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=d35757a8-68aa-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=aa9090ef-81a9-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=MTkyOV8xMzE3XzE3Nzc4XzcyMTQ&l=ab9090ef-81a9-ee11-a833-0050569d9d1d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=January2023attheMuseum&utm_content=version_A&promo=
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ñThere is only one China in the world.  Taiwan is an 
inalienable part of China.  China firmly opposes the 
U.S. having any form of official contact with the Tai-
wan region,ò she said.  
 
The Biden administration is already planning to 
send an unofficial delegation to Taiwan following 
Taipeiôs presidential election this weekend, The As-
sociated Press reported Thursday, citing an un-
named senior administration official.   
 
The official indicated that an in -person meeting is 
ñthe most effective wayò to convey U.S. policy to the 
new Taiwanese government, the report said.  
 
While the delegation would be made up of former 
senior officials and technically be an ñunofficial 
visit,ò the move could still drive a wedge between the 
tenuous relationship between Washington D.C. and 
Beijing.   
 

New Jerseyôs community directory 
a way get Legion brand out  
while providing a service  

The American Legion | January 11, 2024 

 
In 1971, American Legion Post 
469 in Longport, N.J., took 
over the responsibility of put-
ting together the Longport Di-
rectory, which includes the 
name, address, and phone 
number of residents of the Jer-
sey Shore borough. 
 
The sale of ads and space in the 
directory help fund the various 
programs Post 469 conducts 

throughout the year .  But itôs not just a fundraiser for 
the post.  Itôs also providing a service to the commu-
nity ï and to the many tourists who visit the area 
during the summer months.  
 
ñLongport has maybe 1,000 people in the winter 
months,ò Post 469 Commander Larry Pacentrilli 
said.  ñBut itôs mostly people from Philadelphia and 
New York who come down during the summer.  We 
have 5,000 to 6,000 (tourists) .  So, this is kind of 
thing that they can keep by the phone. 
 
ñAnd this is mostly an elderly community .  So, a lot 
of them still remembers when they used to look in a 
phone book, rather than go to a computer or have it 
already in their cell phones.ò 
 

In addition to listing contact info for local residents, 
the directory also includes information such as flood 
hazard safety tips and emergency contact numbers, 
dates of community events, trash, and recycling reg-
ulations, and more. 
 
The directory is given to residents at no cost prior to 
July 4 each year.  Local businesses and residents are 
given the opportunity to purchase advertising or 
sponsorships in the directory.  
 
ñPeople will say, óOh, I saw your company in the 
Longport Directoryô,ò Pacentrilli said.  ñSo, itôs really 
not hard to find advertisers.ò 
 
Pacentrilli said proceeds from the directory provide 
some financial assistance to the postôs an-
nual Wounded Warrior Week , when the post pro-
vides an all-expense paid, week-long vacation for a 
disabled veteran and his or her family. But the ad 
sales go mainly to funding other post programs and 
sponsorships, such as Longportôs Memorial Day pa-
rade and other remembrances events, as well as 
providing cash awards for winners of the postôs Con-
stitution Essay Contest and Character and Citizen-
ship Awards presented to local students. 
 
But for Post 469, the directory also a chance to get to 
know its community while providing a service.  
 
ñPeople get to know us this way.  I canôt tell you how 
many people weôd never meet or get to talk to if it 
werenôt for the Longport Directory ï business-wise 
and residents,ò Pacentrilli said.  ñItôs so people in 
Longport know there is such a thing as The Ameri-
can Legion and that we do things to help veterans.  
And we help the community out .  It helps get our 
brand out there and make people feel good about us, 
as well as us feeling good about helping the commu-
nity.ò 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/troops/243054/showing-those-who-served-someone-cares
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Read Martin Luther King Jr.'s  óI 
Have a Dream ô speech in its en-

tirety  
January 16, 2023 | TALK  OF THE  NATION  

 

 
Civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. addresses the 
crowd at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., where 
he gave his "I Have a Dream" speech on Aug. 28, 1963, as 
part of the March on Washington.  

AFP via Getty Images 

 
Monday marks Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Be-
low is a transcript of his celebrated ñI Have a 
Dreamò speech, delivered on Aug. 28, 1963, on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial .  NPR's Talk  of the 
Nation  aired the speech in 2010 ð listen to that 
broadcast at the audio link above. 
 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil rights leaders gather 
before a rally at the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 28, 1963, in 
Washington.  

National  Archives/Hulton  Archive  via  Getty Images 

 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.:  Five score years 
ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow 
we stand today, signed the Emancipation Procla-
mation .  This momentous decree came as a great 
beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves 

who had been seared in the flames of withering in-
justice.  It came as a joyous daybreak to end the 
long night of their captivity.  
 
But 100 years later, the Negro still is not free.  One 
hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still 
sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and 
the chains of discrimination .  One hundred years 
later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty 
in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity.  
One hundred years later the Negro is still lan-
guished in the corners of American society and 
finds himself in exile in his own land .  And so, 
we've come here today to dramatize a shameful 
condition .  In a sense we've come to our nation's 
capital to cash a check. 
 

 
When the architects of our republic the magnifi-
cent words of the Constitution and the Declara-
tion of Independence, they were signing a prom-
issory note to which every American was to fall 
heir .  This note was a promise that all men ð yes, 
Black men as well as white men ð would be guar-
anteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty,  and 
the pursuit of happiness. 
 
It is obvious today that America has defaulted on 
this promissory note insofar as her citizens of 
color are concerned.  Instead of honoring this sa-
cred obligation, America has given the Negro peo-
ple a bad check, a check which has come back 
marked insufficient funds.  
 
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is 
bankrupt.  

https://www.npr.org/programs/talk-of-the-nation/2010/01/18/122701267/
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2019/02/20/691298594/the-power-of-martin-luther-king-jr-s-anger
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We refuse to believe that there are insufficient 
funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this na-
tion .  And so, we've come to cash this check, a 
check that will give us upon demand the riches of 
freedom and the security of justice. 
 
We have also come to his hallowed spot to remind 
America of the fierce urgency of now.  This is no 
time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to 
take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism.  
 

 
Civil rights protesters march from the Washington Monu-
ment to the Lincoln Memorial for the March on Washington 
on Aug. 28, 1963. 

Kurt  Severin/Three  Lions/Hulton  Archive/Getty  Images 

 
Now is the time to make real the promises of de-
mocracy.  Now is the time to rise from the dark 
and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit 
path of racial justice .  Now is the time to lift our 
nation from the quick sands of racial injustice to 
the solid rock of brotherhood .  Now is the time to 
make justice a reality for all of God's children.  
 
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the ur-
gency of the moment.  This sweltering summer of 
the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass un-
til there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and 
equality .  1963 is not an end, but a beginning.  
Those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off 
steam and will now be content will have a rude 
awakening if the nation returns to business as 
usual. 
 
There will be neither rest nor tranquility in Amer-
ica until the Negro is granted his citizenship 
rights .  The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to 
shake the foundations of our nation until the 
bright day of justice emerges. 
 
But there is something that I must say to my peo-
ple who stand on the warm threshold which leads 
into the palace of justice.  In the process of gaining 

our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrong-
ful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for 
freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness 
and hatred. 
 

 
 
We must forever conduct our struggle on the high 
plane of dignity and discipline .  We must not allow 
our creative protest to degenerate into physical vi-
olence.  Again and again, we must rise to the ma-
jestic heights of meeting physical force with soul 
force.  The marvelous new militancy which has en-
gulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a 
distrust of all white people, for many of our white 
brothers, as evidenced by their presence here to-
day, have come to realize that their destiny is tied 
up with our de stiny.  
 
And they have come to realize that their freedom 
is inextricably bound to our freedom .  We cannot 
walk alone.  And as we walk, we must make the 
pledge that we shall always march ahead.  We can-
not turn back.  
 
There are those who are asking the devotees of 
civil rights, when will you be satisfied ?  We can 
never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the vic-
tim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality .  
We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, 
heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodg-
ing in the motels of the highways and the hotels of 
the cities. 
 
We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro's basic 
mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one .  

https://www.npr.org/2022/01/12/1072465899/bayard-rustin-the-man-behind-the-march-on-washington-2021
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We can never be satisfied as long as our children 
are stripped of their selfhood and robbed of their 
dignity by signs stating for whites only.  
 
We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mis-
sissippi cannot vote, and a Negro in New York be-
lieves he has nothing for which to vote. 
 
No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be 
satisfied until justice rolls down like waters, and 
righteousness like a mighty stream. 
 

 
 
I am not unmindful that some of you have come 
here out of great trials and tribulations .  Some of 
you have come fresh from narrow jail cells.  Some 
of you have come from areas where your quest for 
freedom left you battered by the storms of perse-
cution and staggered by the winds of police bru-
tality .  You have been the veterans of creative suf-
fering .  Continue to work with the faith that un-
earned suffering is redemptive.  Go back to Mis-
sissippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South 
Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, 
go back to the slums and ghettos of our Northern 
cities, knowing that somehow this situation can 
and will be changed. 
 
Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to 
you today, my friends. 
 
So even though we face the difficulties of today 
and tomorrow, I still have a dream .  It is a dream 
deeply rooted in the American dream.  I have a 
dream that one day this nation will rise up and live 

out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal. 
 

 
People clap and sing along to a freedom song between 
speeches at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 
in 1963. 

Express Newspapers via  Getty Image s 

 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of 
Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be able to sit down to-
gether at the table of brotherhood. 
 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mis-
sissippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injus-
tice, sweltering with the heat of oppression will be 
transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 
I have a dream that my four little children will one 
day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin but by the content of 
their character .  I have a dream today. 
 
I have a dream that one day down in Alabama with 
its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips 
dripping with the words of interposition and nul-
lification, one day right down in Alabama little 
Black boys and Black girls will be able to join 
hands with little white boys and white girls as sis-
ters and brothers.  I have a dream today. 
 
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be 
exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the 
crooked places will be made straight, and the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together. 
 
This is our hope.  This is the faith that I go back to 
the South with .  With this faith, we will be able to 
hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of 
hope.  With this faith we will be able to transform 

https://www.npr.org/2021/08/26/1026457264/1965-voting-rights-act-supreme-court-john-lewis
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the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful 
symphony of brotherhood .  With this faith we will 
be able to work together, to pray together, to 
struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand 
up for freedom together, knowing that we will be 
free one day. 
 
This will be the day when all of God's children will 
be able to sing with new meaning: My country, 'tis 
of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land 
where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims' pride, 
from every mountainside, let freedom ring.  
 
And if America is to be a great nation, this must 
become true.  And so let freedom ring from the 
prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire .  Let free-
dom ring from the mighty mountains of New York .  
Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghe-
nies of Pennsylvania.  Let freedom ring from the 
snowcapped Rockies of Colorado.  Let freedom 
ring from the curvaceous slopes of California.  But 
not only that, let freedom ring from Stone Moun-
tain of Georgia.  Let freedom ring from Lookout 
Mountain of Tennessee.  Let freedom ring from 
every hill and molehill of Mississippi .  From every 
mountainside, let freedom ring.  
 
And when this happens, and when we allow free-
dom ring, when we let it ring from every village 
and every hamlet, from every state and every city, 
we will be able to speed up that day when all of 
God's children, Black men and white men, Jews 
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be 
able to join hands and sing in the words of the old 
Negro spiritual: Free at last. Free at last.  Thank 
God almighty, we are free at last. 
 

Who  was Dr. King?  
Wikipedia  

 
Martin Luther King Jr.  (born  Michael King Jr. ; Jan-
uary 15, 1929 ï April 4, 1968) was an American Bap-
tist  minister, activist, and  political philosopher  who 
was one of the most prominent leaders in the civil 
rights movement  from 1955 until  his assassina-
tion  in 1968. A Black church leader and a son of 
early civil rights activist and minister  Martin Luther 
King Sr., King advanced civil rights  for  people of 
color in the United States through the use of nonvi-
olent resistance and nonviolent  civil disobedi-
ence against Jim Crow laws and other forms of  dis-
crimination in the United States . 
 
King participated in and led marches for the  right to 
vote, desegregation, labor rights , and other civil 

rights . He oversaw the 1955 Montgomery bus boy-
cott and later became the first president of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence (SCLC). As president of the SCLC, he led the 
unsuccessful Albany Movement in Albany, Georgia, 
and helped organize some of the nonviolent 1963 
protests in Birmingham, Alabama . King was one of 
the leaders of the 1963 March on Washington , where 
he delivered his ñI Have a Dreamò speech on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial , and helped organize 
two of the three Selma to Montgomery marches dur-
ing the 1965 Selma voting rights movement. The civil 
rights movement achieved pivotal legislative gains in 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 
1965, and the Fair Housing Act of 1968. 
 
The SCLC put into practice the tactics of nonviolent 
protest with some success by strategically choosing 
the methods and places in which protests were car-
ried out .  There were several dramatic standoffs with 
segregationist authorities, who frequently re-
sponded violently.  King was jailed several 
times. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) direc-
tor  J. Edgar Hoover considered King a radical and 
made him an object of the FBI's COINTELPRO from 
1963 forward. FBI agents investigated him for possi-
ble communist ties, spied on his personal life, and 
secretly recorded him.  In 1964, the FBI mailed 
King a threatening anonymous letter, which he in-
terpreted as an attempt to make him commit suicide . 

  
On October 14, 1964, King won the Nobel Peace 
Prize for combating  racial inequality  through nonvi-
olent resistance. In his final years, he expanded his 
focus to include opposition towards  poverty and 
the Vietnam War. In 1968, King was planning a na-
tional occupation of Washington, D.C., to be called 
the Poor People's Campaign, when he was assassi-
nated on April 4 in  Memphis, Tennessee. His death 
was followed by national mourning, as well as anger 
leading to riots in many U.S. cities. King was posthu-
mously awarded the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in 1977 and the Congressional Gold Medal in 
2003. Martin Luther King Jr. Day  was established as 
a holiday in cities and states throughout the United 
States beginning in 1971; the federal holiday was first 
observed in 1986. Hundreds of streets in the U.S. 
have been renamed in his honor, and King 
County in Washington was rededicated for him. 
The Martin Luther King  Jr. Memorial  on the Na-
tional Mall  in Washington, D.C., was dedicated in 
2011. 
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