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. erry Chrastmas’//

Help us be there for even more As 2023 rushes to a close, please con-
veterans next year sider making a tax-deductible contri-

bution to The American Legion.
=—AMERICAN Your gift is crucial. You will ensure

that the needs of veterans and their

families are met in 2024 and beyond.
SUPPORT VETERANS Thank you for all you do to support

our nat i ormromsallbfesgab e s

In2023.... The American Legion, we wish you
Approximately 750,000 VA disability cases were worked, and your fam”y a Safe and happy

free of charge, by accredited American Legion service

officers nationwide.... NeW Yeari

When Vietnam veteran Bill C. returned home from Vietnam,
he was awarded a 10% disability rating but over the years
Bill started experiencing other medical issues. Bill’s son, a
veteran himself, advised his dad to meet with an accredited
American Legion service officer who had also assisted him.
Based on Bill’s records the services officer was able to get
his rating significantly upgraded based on his exposure
to Agent Orange and for other mental health issues.

All proceeds from this campaign support The American Legion Veterans
& Children Foundation , a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

The American Legion
National Headquarters will be closed on the
following days in observance

... all because of you.

Veterans of this great nation con- of Christmas and New Year
tinue to face immense challenges on Thursday, December 21

a daily basis With your gift to The | Netonal HO offcs closeef 1:00 pry
American Legion, you provide the es- 7 Merry Christmas!

sential support they need to success- Tuesday, December 26

Friday, December 29
fully meet those challenges. Monday, January |

Happy New Year!
Tuesday, January 2



https://em.legion.org/c/18llBKKcOkkRmbEjUfIbBZPhY
https://em.legion.org/c/18llxLoRnAZmocU82GjPT1dcn
https://em.legion.org/c/18llFK5yf3GmkaovLP6xkYrnz
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Donald “JR” Hall, Jr.

National Commander

Representing More Than Me,

Donal d i ,N&ionall@ammlander
Sons of The American Legion

_REPRESENTING
More
___THAN ME___

Remembering the
Greatest Generation

The nght Reverend Monsignor Peter P. Tay
Pittsburgh - The Right Rever-
end Monsignor Peter P. Tay, 98,
a retired priest of the Archep-
archy of Pittsburgh, fell asleep
in the Lord Sunday, December
10, 2023. He had been a faithful
priest for 69 years. He cher-
ished with pride his service in
the U.S. Navy on the Midway Is-
lands in the Pacific Theater of
Operations from 1944-1946. His precious values were
God, Country, Family and Friends.

He was born on July 7, 1925, one of five children of the
late Peter and Mary (Homa) Tay. He was a vocation
from St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church, Johnstown,
PA. Having graduated from Johnstown Central Sen-
ior High School, he then studied at the University of
Pittsburgh, the University of Detroit, St. Francis Col-
lege, Loretto, PA, St. Procopius College, Lisle, IL, and
then pursued further studies and priesthood for-
mation at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Saints
Cyril and Methodius, Pittsburgh .

He was ordained to the Priesthood on May 31, 1954,
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by the Most Reverend Daniel J. Ivancho at

Mt. St. Macrina, Uniontown, PA. He served

several parishes in New Jersey, Pennsylva-

nia, Indiana, and lllinois . His last assign-

ment was Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic

Church on Pittsburgh's North Side from
1968 until his retirement in 2001 . He had built the
Holy Ghost Social Center on Church property and
classroom complex which was dedicated in 1977 He
was assigned to several Archieparchial posts including
his exemplary performance as Archieparchial Treas-
urer. Pope Paul VI granted him the title of Right Rev-
erend Monsignor in 1975.

He is survived by his nephew Jeno Lecci and dear fam-
ily friend, Joan Senchyshyn, severalnieces,and neph-
ews.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations for Divine
Liturgies for his Eternal Memory and Blessed Repose.

The Right Reverend Monsignor will lay in repose in
Holy Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church, Superior Ave-
nue, North Side, Pittsburgh, on Wednesday and
Thursday from 2:00 - 4:.00 pm & 6:00 - 8:00 pm. A
Panachida will be held on Wednesday at 2:00 pm as
his body lies in repose at the church.

Parastas Part 1 for a Priest will be held on Wednesday
at 7:00 pm. Parastas Part 2 for a Priest will be held on
Thursday at 7:00 pm. at the church. Funeral Divine
Liturgy on Friday at 10:00 am in Holy Ghost Byzan-
tine Catholic Church with Metropolitan Archbishop
William C. Skurla as the principal celebrant and eulo-
gist and Reverend Father Frank Firko as the ConCel-
ebrant.

Interment will be in St. Mary's Byzantine Catholic
Cemetery, Lower Yoder Twp., Johnstown, PA 15906
on Friday at 3:00 pm.

MAY GOD GRANT TO HIS SERVANT THE PRIEST
PETER ETERNAL MEMORY AND PEACEFUL RE-
POSE

Arrangements entrusted to the Thomas P.Kunsak Fu-
neral Home, Inc. www.kunsakfh.com.

To send flowers to the family of the Right Reverend
Monsignor Peter P. Tay,please visit Tribute Store.

Published in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette on Decem-
ber 13, 2023

Airman Accounted for from WWII
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency | November 27, 2023

WASHINGTON i The Defense POW/MIA Account-
ing Agency (DPAA) announced today that U.S. Army
Air Force Staff Sgt. Franklin P. Hall, 21, of Leesburg,
Florida, killed during World War Il, was accounted for
July 13, 2023.

In January 1944, Hall was assigned to the 66th Bom-
bardment Squadron, 44th Bombardment Group
(Heavy) in the European Theater. On Jan. 21, Hall, a
left waist gunner on board a B-24D Liberator Queen
Marlene, was killed in action when his plane was at-
tacked by German air forces near EquennesErame-
court, France. German forces quickly found the crash
site and recovered nine sets of remains, which were
then interred them in the French cemetery at Poix-de-
Picardie. Hal | 6 s remai ns wer e
the war.
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Beginning in 1945, the American
Graves Registration Command
(AGRC), the organization that
searched for and recovered fallen
American personnel in the European
Theater, searched the area around
Equennes-Eramecourt. None of the investigations
uncovered any leads regarding the disposition of
Hal | 6 s .rHe was deplaed nonrecoverable on
March 01, 1951.

DPAA historians have been conducting on-going re-
search into Soldiers missing from combat around
Equennes-Eramecourt and found that X -391 St. An-
dre (X-391) and X-393 St. Andre (X-393), buried in
Normandy American Cemetery, an American Battle
Monuments Commission site, could be associated
with Hall . X-391 and X-393 were disinterred in April
2018 and transferred to the DPAA Laboratory for
analysis where it was later determined the remains of
X-393 belonged to Hall.

To identify Hall ds
anthropological analysis.  Additionally, scientists
from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner Sys-

tem used mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) and Y -chro-
mosome DNA (Y-STR) analysis.

Hall 6s name is recorded
at Ardennes American Cemetery, France, along with
others still missing from WWII . A rosette will be
placed next to his name to indicate he has been ac-
counted for.

Hall will be buried in Leesburg, Florida, on a date to
be determined.

For family and funeral information, contact the Army
Casualty Office at (800) 892-2490.

For additional information on the Defense Depart-
ment 6s mission to
missing while serving our country, visit the DPAA
website atwww.dpaa.mil or find us on social media
at www.facebook.com/dod-

paa or https://www.linkedin.com/company/defense -
pow-mia-accounting-agency.

Hall & personnel profile can be viewed at
https://dpaa -mil.sites.crmforce.mil/dpaaPro-
file?id=a0Jt0000000cc5REAQ .

account

Joseph W. Cherol
YOUNGSTOWN,

Ohio (MyValleyTributes) i Jo-
seph W. Cherol, 98, passed away
Thursday, December 14, 2023 in
Greensboro, North Carolina at
his daughter és

He was born on January 3, 1925
in Youngstown and was the son of
Rosario and Rachel (Tomaino) Cherol.

last sibling of nine brothers to pass away.

A 2=
He was the

He was a graduate ofChaneyHigh Schoolin 1943 and
served in the U.S. Navy from 1943 to 1946. After the
Navy, he went to the University of Pittsburgh and

graduated in 1950 with a business degree He loved
playing football for Chaney and Pitt and also played
baseball and boxed in the Navy.

He owned and operated
He is survived by his wife, Laura (DiPiero) Cherol; his

r e mai n sdaugtger, Cynthia Felixtsen-irf-lang Drani€ Pefixfandu s e ¢

grandchildren, Neva and Jon Felix; along with great-
grandson, Angelo. He also leaves behind numerous
nieces and nephews.

Calling hours will be held on Wednesday, December

0 27, eOZEfrort @00 I ©:009.moaf Schiavaeme Fvhiersls i n

Home, 1842 Belmont Avenue in Youngstown.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Thursday,
December 28, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at St. Anthony
Church, 1155 Turin Avenue in Youngstown.

In lieu of flowers, monetary donations may be made
to the AlAgstcatiomR.0.8wx 96011, Wash-
ington, D.C.20090-6 011 i n Joeods

Tosend flowersto the family or plant atreein
memory of Joseph W. Cherol, pleasevisit our floral
stdreo r Americans who went

From the Editor

| want to take a minute to wish each of you a very
Merry Christmas! Please enjoy the time with family

and friends, and dond forget the real reason for the
season. May your day be filled with happiness, laugh-
ter, and love!
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Please make sure to sign up forThe Millennium, the

organizationds new natione JOhnR.COOk

structions for how to sign -up appear later in this issue. Northeast National Vice-Commander

Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible : REGIONAL BUSINES®IEETING
THIRDWednesday Quarterly
September20, 2023 | December20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 202 4

RENEW TODAY!

Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel 7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853 5257
Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode:469 153

click a button below for more information

E=R =
James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

VRABEL REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING

THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023

®|CIR|E|2]4! March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

Central Region Extravaganza
Columbus, Ohio
Apeils 7,202

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

= Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552
RObert L. Brlsto eefing | Passcode

Central National Vice-Commander What 6s up Westside!
REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING

The Holiday Season is a perfect time to reflect on our

Second Wednesday Quarterly blessings and seek out ways to make life better for
September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023 those around us. Be the One ! May your happiness
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024 be large, and your bills be small.

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting Great Job Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Ha-

' o (877) 853-5257 waii, Idaho, Latin America, Montana, Nevada, Ore-

Meefing ID: 930 6046 3298 | P de: 140 802 gon, Washington, and Wyoming for hitting our 45%
eefing ID: | Passcode: December 14, 2023 goal We keep having more de-

tachments hitting the target date. Great job all and

Forthe Commander,fiBel i eve and Suc yeepon, keeping on the membership momentum!

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman The Westside report. We improved by 2.48%, cur-
o ) rently at 56.29% total from last report. We are still
Al om the ONE, Youodre the Ceyrently 4tin the nation and right behind Central

Region by 4.51%, we do have the Northeast region hot
on our tails at 55.41% Just saying. Our next goal is
to be at 60% by 01/18/24. Shout out to Hawaii at

’ 85.83%, Montana at 65.81%, Idaho at 65.55%, and Or-

(s iul-' egon at 64.54 % for already achieving this goal Com-
i ing on in a big way is Nevada at 59.95%, California at
/é 59.46%, Wyoming at 57.61%, Utah at 55.43%, Colo-

rado at 54.88%, Arizona at 54.65, Washington at
50.34%, Alaska at 48.51%, Latin America at 48.48%,
New Mexico at 43.99% and Philippines at 8.86%. |
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want to take a moment to wish each andevery one of
you a joyous season Merry Christmas, Happy Hanuk-
kah, Joyous Kwanzaéwhat ev
tion, make it wonderful . Say a prayer or send a posi-
tive thought to everyone serving our great country
during this time of year.

Thanks again for everything you do for our great or-
ganization.

iOne
Be

Team,
t he

On e H&ao,a0ne Soudn e
Onel o

Respectfully For God and Country,

Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman

Terry A. Harris

Midwest National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Fourth Wednesday Quarterly
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685

Linwood A. Moore

Southeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 26 2024 | June 5, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

Southern Region we are still in first place in member-
ship great job everyone

dayo

ETHEONE

youor e

| f
Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support Dial 988
then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chator text

veter an i mneccontas ths

838255.

Be the One to make a difference
Henry Howard | December 18, 2023

Vic Martin knows the criti-
cal importance of Be the
One, The American Le-
mary mission,

WATCH ON (3 YouTube

gionds pri wh i

of veteran suicide.

After sustaining a brain injury while deployed in the
Arabian Gulf, the Navy veteran struggled. He di dn €
know how to interact with his family . He lacked the

tools to live a normal life. He was unsure where to

turn for the resources he needed.

i | di dndét under sheatthrdidgndsdse s e
was receiving and how they were shaping me as a per-
son, 0 said Martin, commande
ilt was reall y .IBatBathedOmeisny
about being that one person who could have reached
outtome. | t 6s about that one
intervened and made a difference in my life and my
fami |l ybes nda feneds faul tam | (
going to make sure we have that moving forward. Be-

ing the one is a responsibility ofallofu s . 0

pe

That 6s what drove Martin, s
mander of District 22, to serve as the architect of the
di strictdés special Be the
in San Diego on Dec. 1517 Highlights included a
presentation by American Legion National Com-
mander Daniel J. Seehafer, two Be the One panelis-
cussion, benefits assistance provided by Legion ser-
vice officers and community organizations sharing in-
formation about their resources . Additionally, Amer-
ican Legion Family members performed wellness
checks on veterans, a veterans art show was held, kids
reveled in a drone demonstration and Santa Claus vis-
ited with active -duty military families.

O

The primary goal was to connect community re-
sources with veterans and families who might need
them before or during a time of crisis. Another goal
was to boost membership, which was achieved by add-
ing more than 60 members. By both measures, the
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event was successful iBei ng abl e t o thathastagbe deeloped spexifically for individual ar-

into The American Legion and tell them about and eas. 0

share with them resources that are available not only

for their veteran, but for them o6 t hat 6 s f u Dameslwhsiamang members of a panel, moderated by

Martin said. American Legion member and Be the One pod-
casthost Amy Forsythe. Panel members discussed

Seehafer kicked off the second day, discussing Be the topics including destigmatizing mental health coun-

One and its success to date. seling, which is a goal of the Be the One mission.

AEver ywhere we go, we t alikOneb oauft tBhed colletutivalhy@isare viazd ab is

said. nl t 6 s c aWe are majing@ wlifference. talking about it,o he said,

We change | ives and we s avisues and suisidalddeaton. i And because \
talk about it, it becomes taboo. It makes it difficult for

Be the One is not just a individaals gding thrapuphrciass ® reach dutife help 0 m-

mander said. il t 6s not .an 06 niat indftwesaresopen and talk about it, and encourage others

The one to Be the One to save a life That 6 s wdtaglk albout it, it makes it that much easier for some-

wantedtobehere And why | needed o6negomgthrdughrcesis to know this is safe and say,
6l need help. 60

Seehafer noted the overarching purpose of Be the

One. |l tds the rare opport uniAmgrican degianoFamily mesbers cracked gpen theh e

life of a veteran, but his or her family as well. door to those conversations during each of the three
days. Teams visited former Legionnaires at their

For Legionnaires inspired by the opportunity, they of- homes and made phone calls, performing wellness

ten ask, AWell, what can Ichedks, discossihgeavagaBléresources, and offering
comradeship.

AfBe yourself and do this, 0 the commander said, mo -

tioning to his ears. A L i s Thera are two points that With the Be the One weekend in the rearview mirror,
are screaming d financial and relationships . Those Martin keeps looking forward.
are the two that really drive people down into that spi-
ral where they find hopelessness We wanttochange @Al 6m a bi g believer . iWecas$l
that. Gi ve t hem hope and pur poommunity needtocome together. And | am honored
and proud to bring The American Legion into that

The San Diego event was an example of how American realm. | dondét want Be the One
Legion entities are providing hope, purpose, and re- i ke, 6Thank you for vyour
sources to veterans in their communities. meaning. | wantitto have purposed and it doe
American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation North Carolina Post 68 is taking a

Commission Chairman Autrey James praised District lead on Be the One

22.

The American Legion | December 20, 2023
nlf[os real ly I mportant i f ersﬁ% aobsgrpe{lcarﬂ ogP'oté)B
ar

t his t hat y ou ar e |nclud ad
James, a member of Post 1 9,

vice officers have resources available to them that the tlgﬁ tg\?vggr?elss initiative to end veteran suicide
everyday post member might notbe aware of | t 6 s i G0 X .
ycay p g destigmatize the need to ask for help John

ortant to not only include American Legion service . N )
P y 9 Hacker, Post 68 vice commander, is giving a 20-mi-

officers but other experts from the community that . .
P \ y nute PowerPoint presentation monthly on Be the One
can help veterans. o :
at a variety of venues, such as churches, Chambers of
Commerce, businesses, and other service organiza-
tions (Kiwanis, Rotary Club).

sai

?I_t ng;ﬂ?)f Iead@éh?lrac%mrhunﬁys er -

n

Planning a Be the One event? Check out these pro-
motional materials , videos and other resources.

AMy belief is that to save
based on the needs and resources in its area, a model has to be local because we're the ones here in the field

that posts and districts of any size can emulate A T h i Sthats working W'th veterans, the communlty and the

isndébt a cookie cutter plan anPn&unf" ytlkorh KYs tg%}‘neiﬂ

He noted that District 22 created the weekend event,
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said. And when he gives a Be the One presentation or
is advocating throughout the community, Hacker uses
resources from the Be the One websitesuch as the
customizable brochure and banner.

retired and now they want to give back to their com-
munity and the Legion takes the lead. We are the big-
gest (veteran service organization), and we can make
a difference. We are making a difference in Brunswick

~

County hereinlLeland. We ar e the one. 0

In the several Be the One presentations Hacker has
given within the community of Leland, the response

has been fAamazing, 06 Hacker
a standing ovation atone. iPeopl e ask me,
talk to a veteran?d6 | say,

Hacker said itdés important
(military occupational Spet
stand their MOS probably better than their Social Se-

curity Number . When you find out what their MOS is

and you share yours, we create that relationship.

That's what you have to do. You have to create a rela-

ST
American Legion Post 68 Vice Commander John Hacker.

tionship with the veteran and that's what we advo-

Hacker s presentation star®t¥ €% with him stating th
everybody's been arounc

Asuicide is a scary word, and
it in some way. It's affected us, and veteran suicide is
ﬂaagfaa 00 gur
back/em/(d_% S;ﬂip«‘f¢/ﬁgn wor |l

atragedy. We take our very best citizens, and we bring
them in the military, train them to be the best in the
world. Then they come out of the military and those
first couple of years is probably the most critical time
for them to get adjusted
Hacker understands the criticalness of those first few
years following the transition from military to civilian
life. That s why hed6s making

B eluop krez ResiHapez, BPppertmani of Rygrie Rico

Eric, who was in the same Army unit as Hacker, came
to Hacker following their return home from Vietnam .
He sai d, AfdYou know Hack,
messed up Tell me what to do. You've always told us
what to do, how to do thi
etnam, you put it in a box, you tape it up real tight, you
stick it in the back of a closet somewhere You forget
about it, and you go back

About 17 years after that conversation, Hacker learned
that Eric died by suicide two years following service.
AThat really struck me be
something to do with that? As | do more of my re-
search, we know the first two to three years after they
get out of the service is the most critical part. If we
can catch them and help them in those first two or
three years, we might be

During his presentation he shares the conversation

with Eric. Then Hacker shows a photo of Eric and

says, ATher EBlosr enys why r ea

this. o Then he i mplores ’
AnThe American Legion is

ans, 0 HacRé@éheswaeterans
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National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information
subject to change.

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey, Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19,2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

Century Committee

Joe Gladden, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11, 2024 | August 13, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph Lohman, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024
May 13, 2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

Finance Commission

William G. Hill, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
Apl’i| 10, 224 I JU|y ]8, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

NN M
AR

KWAN

422 0Na 2% Alla 2% Ale 22 A

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

Member Training &
Development
Committee

Michael Cotton, Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

Membership &
Squadron Activities
Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Llegion Flag & Emblem.

2023 SAL Membership Stats | 12/18/23
Total Actual Membership 380,353
Percentage of Goal 103.41%
Renewal Percentage 89.29%
Quota Detachments 45

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch” where you will be directed
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters

to www.mylegion.org where members will sign in to sub-
scribe. For questions about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@le-

gion.org.

Make sure you’re subscribed
to The Millennium

Don’t miss out on any of the news from the Sons of The
American Legion and the Legion Family. To receive the
monthly national SAL enewsletter, go to Le-
gion.org/Newsletters and log in to subscribe. You'll
need your Mylegion account to do so; that gives you
access to not only the SAL e-newsletter, but the national
American legion e-newsletters, the Digital Dispatch,
membership discounts and much more!

Mylegion.org accounts are to be registered with the
email address on your individual membership record
that National Headquarters has on file. Registering
with an email not listed as your primary email will not
provide access to membership details, leadership re-
sources or permissions.

To register an account

1. Go to Mylegion.org

2. Click “Register” in the upper righthand corner

3. Enter your email in the Register window and click
Next. A Verify Account window opens. Leave this
page open. Go to your email and retrieve the OTP
(One Time Password).

Enter the OTP and click Verify.

Click Next and you will be logged in.

Go to My Account to view membership details.

on e

OPTIN/JOUT
am interested in receiving information on the following topics
Flag & Emblem

Flag & Emblem Merchandise Offers Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME: jeffurabels »

Media

Commander’s Message Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME: jeffurabels ~

Digital Dispatch Deliver To- | EMAIL

Dugout Deliver To:

Flag Alert Deliver To: | EMAILHOME jeffvr
Legion Riders Deliver To: | EMAILHOME jefiviabels ~
Online Update Deliver To:

SAL Commander's Message Deliver To: | EMAIL-HO

Sons of The American Legion Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME

Tango Alpha Lima Podcast Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOM|

Training in the American Legion Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME: jsffurateis »

Membership

Join Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME jeffursbels +

Renew DeliverTo

— Once you are an account holder
CECRREMILLENNIUM 204 have clicked the boxes to re-
ceive email from national head-
guarters, you will receive an email
with a picture like this in it. Just
click it and it will take you to the
latest edition of The Millennium.

NEW SAL NEWSLETTER

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly

November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12, 2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824
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http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
http://www.mylegion.org/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://msgfocus.com/files/amf_american_legion/workspace_1/December_1023.pdf

American Legion brings Gifts to the
Yanks Annual program in lllinois

honors veterans in nursing homes
Scott Marion, The Intelligencer | December 20, 2023

Rick and Leonard Harper from Venice-Madison American Legion
Post 307 in Granite City distributed gifts to veterans at Granite
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center as part of the annual Gifts to
the Yanks program.

The Intelligencer

GRANITE CITY & Local American Legion posts are
once again doing their part to bring holiday cheer to
veterans.

Venice-Madison American Legion Post 307 in Granite
City is among the posts participating in the Gifts to the
Yanks Who Gave program, which was instituted in
1944 to help remember hospitalized veterans, distrib-
utes Christmas gifts annually to veteran patients at all
the VA hospitals, extended care facilities and local
nursing homes in lllinois.

The program is administered by the American Legion
Department of lllinois, with the support of American
Legion posts and auxiliary units throughout the state .
The American Legion Department of lllinois is the
only one that is carrying on this program.

Funding permitting, the gifts to the veterans typically
include a jacket, sweater or robe, a blanket, a gift bag
(with different bags for men and women), and a
sweatsuit.

ifnWe ©place collection cont
help us to raise money, starting in June until the end

of November, 0 22nd Distri
307 Adjutant Al Mahan said.

ACurrently we have six bu

and over the course of two years, we have managed to
collect over $4,000 that is used to provide our less

fortunate brothers and sisters in arms, with gifts at
Christmas. 0

Mahan noted that the social aspect of the Gifts to the
Yanks visits is more important than the clothes and
other items that the American Legion volunteers dis-
tribute to the veterans.

Aiwhen we go to visit the v
they are happy to see that
Mahan, who is also the 5th Division and 22nd District
committee chairman for Gifts to the Yanks. A As s 0 0 |
as we walk in and they see, their faces light up and
theyodore gl ad. The hasdesepartabouta g a i
doing this is they donot re
just want company.

Ail't is hard to | eave them I
not have a family, or they live too far away. This is
where we come in to help fill the void. If you have a
veteran that has served and is in a facility, just think
of them and show them that they are not forgotten, af-
ter all they protected us and provided for us, now it is
our turn to do the same for
Wes Sterling, meanwhile, is the commander of Ed-
wardsville American Legion Post 199, which is making

112 Gifts to the Yanks deliveries at seven nursing
homes in the Edwardsville area. As of Tuesday after-
noon, Sterling still had three more stops and he and

his wife Eva, who is president of the Post 199 Auxil-

iary, were wrapping gifts for those visits.

AWe have cook
cupcakes going out for
them, but because of
concerns about
COVID, most of the

pl aces weodre
dondét want us
parties for the veter-

ans, which we used to

do all t he
ling said. A The
iary oversees most of it
and they raised over

sfedbee fhay,

Srde$2an db quosWteéve b

ti
auxi

il

e Ias?three years.

I o) t | e
E Y\/ andgwe also ralse rgiol;%ey f om other eventg l%l\a € rh

got a lot of money from our Fourth of July fireworks

and itds something we do th
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https://www.theintelligencer.com/author/scott-marion/

After the donations are received from the different Le-
gion posts in District 22, Sterling and the other post
commanders meet Mahan at
in Maryville, where they bring the gifts for delivery.

Al d&m thinking next year i s
we just added new chapters for Sons of the American

B elgh yobns aFwrdo zAme rCiucsamrilde g.i on

ARnTheyore all/l willing to vol
kind of last minute because those groups just got

AiWe usually have about sevstharbtieggd.boxes and webdre giv-

ing blankets to everybody

this year, o0 Sterling said

iWe have about eight peoplSterlingsaatedtMahan fa hiswiork in the Gifts totbemn -

bers and volunteers, baking cookies and cupcakes.

Yanks program.

ifWe miss not being able td&dAfgetdoienst a tlhoes e ipnlca cuedsi nagn d

have the parties with these veterans They miss so-
cializing with us and | had always had fun doing it.
They al ways have the best

Post 307 has three facilities that it provides gifts for &
Cedarhurst of Granite City, Granite Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center and Stearns Nursing and Rehabil-
itation Center in Granite City. The deliveries were
made on Dec. 16, and this year Post 307 broke down
into three teams to take the gifts to the veterans and
to visit with them.

The Post 307 contingent featured:

Team 1: Granite Nursing and Rehabilitation Center &
Richard Harper and Leonard Harper (six veterans) .

Team 2: Cedarhurst of Granite Cityd Commander
Don Scheyer, Adamah Ruach and Frank Fedora
(seven veterans)

Team 3: Stearns Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
22nd District Commander and Post 307 Adjutant Al
Mahan, Debbie Mahan and Commander Don Scheyer
Post 307 (12 veterans, two women and 10 men).

year and picking up presents for all these different
posts, 0 SteHedsesgtbhaidistrioc
asntdo rhiee sp.iotc ked t hem all up i

Scott Marion is a feature reporter for the Intelligencer . A long-
time sportswriter, he has worked for the Intelligencer since De-
cember 2013 He is a graduate of Brentwood High School and

the University of Missouri School of Journalism.

Veterans Employment
& Education
Commission

Jim Coates, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023
February 15, 2024 | April 18, 2024
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060

APreviously it was just me and Don Scheyer, and it
takes a long time for a couple individuals to go to each Task Force Movement: Less than

pl ace and stildl spend some thVI?ars"bidtahd G\viifg fAsg t eran, o
Mahan said. iDon and | started trainingeqQbishfRdemodS, 523

bers of our post on what we do, and we can spend

more time with the veter anghpédcfi2 MWMe FscR Mdvdmed: MEVY @fducteda ©

Mahan added that Post 307 plans to start visiting vet-

erans at nursing homes and other extended care facil-
ities for their birthdays as well as the Christmas visit

for Gifts to the Yanks.

ifnWe want to be there more
Mahan said.

Sterling has been doing all the deliveries for Post 199
this year, but he hopes to get some assistance in the
future.

board meeting at The Amer.i
Headquarters office in Washington, D.C., to get up-
dates on the initiativeds
cyber components and its newest area of emphasis,
health care. Updates came from industry, agency,
military, and veterans groups that have teamed up to .
clodk dydps iR theS 1&bor Pbirket W e and wom@r I+ ¢

who have served in uniform.

Unions, from those representing public utilities to el-

evators, continue to be involved with TFM programs
and advancing veterans quickly into well-paying
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Laura%20Edwards&p=ledwards&s=legion.org&subject=Task%20Force%20Movement:%20Less%20than%20two%20years%20old%20and%20growing%20fast&url=https://www.legion.org/careers/260811/task-force-movement-less-two-years-old-and-growing-fast
https://taskforcemovement.org/

career paths. New board member Frank Christensen,
general president of the International Union of Eleva-
tor Constructors (IUEC), for instance, touted his
groupobs |l ong i
Hardhats program and the success the labor organi-
zation has had with veteran employees.

The board was updated on several pieces of legislation
of interest to TFM and heard reports on each of the
three main arms of the initiative.

Task Force Movement meets at The American Legion National
Headquarters office in Washington, D.C., Dec. 12.
Laura Edwards/The American Legion

Trucking: Teresa Watson, director of the Minority
Professional Truckers Association, discussed what her
group has been doing for independent owner-opera-
tors and farmers in the Southeast. Through a partner-
ship with Cargill, the drivers can access classes on top-
ics like profit/loss statements and communicating
with shippers. Watson related instances of ownerop-
erators going into the fields themselves to help farm-
ers bring out their crops, and in 2024 expanded town -
hall meetings will include both groups.

Jason Turner, vice president of talent and growth ini-
tiatives at ArcBest,
mentso in the
and employees, and announced that 1,000 veterans
have been brought into trucking careers through the
companyods involvement
gram.

Cyber: New TFM Cyber Chairman Dr. Jack Dever,
CEO of Lockhaven
l utely energized €é by
as he has gotten up to speed about veterans who may
be coming out of the service with skills needed to fill a
shortage of over 700,000 nationwide . He explained
that cyber essentially equates to risk management,
which touches many industries, including trucking
and health care.

nvol vement

des crbiebgeadn tthheatitma = )
t r uc k ioperptors i eAmerican begiondrasinaigtaingdearsteady position of

t he

Dr. Yashika Neaves, chief of strategic plans and initi-
atives at the DoD Military -Civilian Transition Office,
updated the group on the latest developments in Skill-
Bridgie .t SkillBriigh 20 is dlcerhbmationof traditional
training programs for the military -connectedcommu-
nity and new ones. The focus is set to shift from cre-
dentialing to employment. Program approvals are
moving again after a 60-day hold to catch up on the
backlog, and Neaves said a hew governance structure
will bring SkillBridge more visibility, including at VA.

Health Care: TFM Healthcare Chairwoman Emily
Haas said she has had many conversations with em-
pl oyers since this
including such heavy hitters as Johnson & Johnson
and Northwell . Staffing needs span the industry, from
manufacturing and nursing to mental health and care-
taking. Conversations with individual states have also
begun, she explained.

State relations will be a focal point for TFM overall in
2024, according to Board Treasurer Brandon
McPherson, senior vice president of strategy and op-
erations for Warner Music Group . Another will be the
pursuit of funding and scholarships from state and na-

ti onal sour ces; the next
time to shine, 0 he commen
tive ipsosiiwelolnedo to take
nities.

That position is thanks,
vol vement in these fields

troduction in the spring of 2022 . TFM Executive Di-
rector Elizabeth Murray -Belcaster, president of EMB
Consultants, Inc., says the genesis goes back to around
2010, when she and others first noted that service-
members were coming back from Iraq and Afghani-
stan to an overall dismal job market i with one nota-
ble exception being trucking. That 6 s when

support for advancing veterans into specialized career
fields and transferring military training time into

wi t hcreglits for cgtdiqatios rnid licensureiindhgse that reo -

quire separate training.

TEM Chairman Patrick Murphy told the board that

Sol ut i on irtualfligng Our Heioesgob taies,iput gn byitkedSo -
Ghanpber of Cammnereey-oundatign, aesset tpian. 3L h e r

and Feb. 21, specifically in the areas of technologycy-
bersecurity, and health care. Military -connected ap-
plicants can register for them online. Information on
the Jan. 31 event that will focus on technology and cy-
bersecurity can be found here. Information about the
Feb. 21 event that will focus on health care can be
found here.
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https://app.brazenconnect.com/a/hiring_our_heroes/e/Qlom3?utm_source=HOH&utm_medium=cvent&utm_campaign=vhf-virtual-jobseeker&
https://app.brazenconnect.com/a/hiring_our_heroes/e/jPZEW

Among those serving on the TFM Steering Committee
is American Legion Veterans Employment & Educa-
tion Division Director Joseph Sharpe.

Buddy Checks let veterans know

Before making the calls, Annis broke the membership
list down by date of birth, calling the older members
first. Between October and November, he spent over
100 hours connecting with post members.

2 §1 know that sounds |ike a
The An?erial?l_e;?onel Dtlcgmgr %/0 2022 ares at out, | would typically work maybe two to three, at
’ the most five hours a day, and had many days that |
Craig Annis, a service just took a break or had other things going on in my
officer for American life. The rewarding part of it
Legion Post 64 in Phoe- have to si_t and make call s.
nix, was reading an ar- ward to who you might get to meet and what you
ticle in The American might find with needs, and that's sort of what a service
Legion Maga- officer does.
American Legion Post 64 Ser- zine about BUddy filto i t d f | S
vice Officer Craig Annis. Checks With a large Los Jus a wondertu Sens
steve Smull | population of older vet- you've talked to, you know, older members, middle-
erans in the post, Annis aged members, younger members, and when tf)ey all
thought it was a great opportunity to call and check in get back to you say 0 H(_e Yo
on them. Other Post 64 members have expressed interest in
making Buddy Checks as the plan moving forward for
Alt just seemed |ike the rPO 84S tqcpndyptghem gtlegsyquarterly. Anisy o
contact with a lot of our members who don't neces- ~ NOPES other posts se€ the value of calling their mem-
sarily come to the meet i ngP€Sandsiagthelrgynpuddy Checks.
Post 64 has 139 members And over the courseoftwo N !t hink i f we keep gettin
months, Annis made over 100 phone calls For those ~ What the value is with Buddy Checks, hopefully more
with no phone number listed, he sent emails and and more posts will rgallze it's a simple process and
mailed letters. easy to ddAWe hd Isdiike to k.
body's thinking about us. You know, that's a natural
Al have to tell .ywasasalesman 7880 (gt lghinkwegllhgve. We want to know some-
all my life . 1 owned my own company for 20 years and ody cares. o
retired, and | don't know that I've ever in my lifespan . . .
had such a rewarding experience in terms of talking to Legion post builds four tiny homes
men and women who have served and are now on the on property for homeless veterans
latter stages of their life. They were so appreciative to The American Legion | December 19, 2023
j ust be contacted, 0 Annis sai d.
Homeless veterans in Tennessee now have shelter as
The phone calls resulted in members coming to Post  they find employment, health care and financial sta-
6406s November meeti ng wh o bilita Jveur tinyesingerunithenges have beerobuilegn
helping a few with burial information in a national property owned by and adjacent from American Le-
cemetery, answering questions about the PACT Act, gion Post 207 in Spencer, Tenn. The vision for the
helping with other service benefits, and sharing when homes was that of Post 207 Commander Hansel
post meeting days and times were, along with upcom- Moore. The result, coined VITAL (Veterans In Tran-
ing events. The phone calls also led Annis to learnthat  sition American Legion), was made possible from Post
several members lived alone or that they were no 2076s relationships within
longer able to drive. The post is now discussing about
picking up members who want to come to meetings iWe are extremely excit.ed

but canot

ifiThe vast maj ority were
somebody <call
of members that are way younger than | am, were like,
6Craig, that's really
me.l really appreciate

j

dr i M2passengegvart t i ngilat 61sO a

from.ad&r cpogli @ . Anni s

cul mi nati on of

abol

and alotof hardwork. | 6 m pr oud 6onf ptrloiu

theswe werehablentts dot througloThehAaneriean Llea d
said

ni c erheoiflea Yoo bousing hdmalds® vetertares canmie nie
t h a tModre) an Air Force veteran and VA nurse, after
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meeting one who shared that he lived in the woods

alongside several other veterans Moor e f el t
right that 1 6ve got 12
ing in the woodso about

-

Property next to the Legion post was for sale i An
the only purpose it was
said Moore, who pictured tiny homes on it for home-
less veterans But the property cost was more than the
post could afford. That was until a veteran from out
of state visited Post 207 and saw what the post could
do with more land.

Post 207 underwent renovations several years ago and
is the first Legion post in Tennessee to put in VA tele-

health access for use by veterans in the rural area The

veteran told Moore the post was going to grow and

asked how much the property for sale was.

Al said how much they wantthﬁy'bbﬁﬂab#efo pHQE”O‘l‘%B ”d'nga 3y, agd, tne

think | can getitfor? He sai d, 6How HB%"" edt% ve enfe }/an move on wit

think you could get it for\b%r)f TRYHERT WY {ﬁlg g

I really didnot know, qvlched 'hnto h|h po.cketh

pulled out his checkbook (and wroteacheckfor more oore L es the ; ny 0 me

than the property). He sai d, 61l want gyc%tzﬂystlfob eQJOB po§ti‘ga}ﬁr85tst icougtgygoas?,s o

row and buy that property. countyof6000peopIe)areabIetodo|twhereweare

Altos just incredible, t he'tt %@%H;%EP%; Ypo'r‘ 'Balée °sgsest ﬁ“téhﬁ“a agﬁ’n'ﬂ:ﬁi%t )

group effort.o was the culminatlon of relatlonshlps and doing what
you say youdre going to

The 400-square-foot single unit homes feature a liv-
ing room, bedroom, kitchenette, and bathroom. They
are built out of concrete, eventheroof. i Th e s e

ing to last | ong
|l ook beautiful .o

The homes were built from 100% donations.

Once the tiny homes started going up, phone calls
started poudng im.6Reople wanted to help. One com-

sinks, mirrors and light fixtures. Brand new windows
were also donated.

Since the homes sit on a hill that slopes to the Legion
post, the plan is to put in a gutter system on each unit
where rainwater will be collected in large bins. The
rainwater will then be used for a victory garden that
the veterans and Legion members will use.

back
0 . iMlo otr kei
to be

and
slai we
pretty

step
way,

going

The American Legion has partnered with other organ-

d izations and several resources to identify homeless

rgn: teran Wlbevtted forehan dle
tﬁeehcr?me foral\JAf)Sto%ne ye%r Dé)?ngéth\naﬁ‘n?ﬁsz%\sét
207 members and other community organizations
will assist the veterans with a pathway to long-term

stability.

Altdéds not just housing ¢&
volved, we have medical people involved, we have
chaplains, we have financial planners, we have job
placement individuals specifically for veterans. We
will start working with them on day one to meet their
mental health and physical health needs. Then we will
work on their financials and hopefully within a year

are N N _
af.theAmn dl G rh ey

e

&

Alt was just through buildir
ple in the community and people who have a heart for
veterans, 0 Moore said.
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Servicemembers Participate in
Annual Wreaths Across America

Event

Max Lonzanida, Naval Weapons Station Yorktown
December 18, 2023
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Servicemembers from Naval Weapons Station York-
town, Coast Guard Training Center-Yorktown, and
Joint Base Langley-Eustis joined hundreds of civilian
volunteers at Yorktown National Cemetery on Satur-
day, December 16th to lay wreaths as part of a
Wreaths Across America event.

The annual event coincided with similar events at over
4,000 participating cemeteries nationwide as part of

Wreaths Across America Day, which ensures that no
Veteran, regardless of where or when theyserved, is
never forgotten.

Captain Scott Rae, Commanding Officer of Coast
Guard Training Center-Yorktown provided some re-
marks during the solemnevent. AiLyi ng her e
and in cemeteries throughout this nation are men and
women who gave their lives so that we can live in free-
dom and without fear, o
crowd of uniformed service members and members of
the public who packed closdy to hear his remarks.
AThere are many men and
branches of the military, here at home and in places
far away, that most of us have never heard of These
men and women are part of the besttrained, best-
equipped force in the world. We honor them and their
families for the sacrifices they make each day to keep
our country safe from terrorism, hatred, and injus-
tice, 0 he concluded.

S a

W C

Coloni al Nati onal Battl ef
Jerri Marr echoed those remarks during her closing.
ifnRemember, we are not
Each wreath is a gift of appreciation from a grateful
Ameri ca, 0 she s u.pieTrhienstee nldie
sam fir wreaths symbolize our honor to those who
have served and are serving in the armed forces of our
great nation and to their families who endure sacri-
fices every day on our bet

Wi

The brief ceremony concluded with the symbolic lay-
ing of wreaths by uniformed servicemembers from all
three peninsula area military installations.

Among the service members laying symbolic wreaths
representing their branch of service was Lance Cor-
poral Lal Mawi, who is assigned to the Marine Corps
Security Force Regiment.

He placed a wreath in memory of those who have
served and continue to serve in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. Chief Yeoman Angela Talarico followed
and placed a wreath in memory of those who have
served and continue to serve in the United States

Navy.

Both service membersare assigned to Naval Weapons

Station Yorktown. U.S. Army Veteran David Ahrens, 2

a member of the Sons of the American Legion Squad-
ron 75, fought back tears as he laid a wreath in honor
of the 93,129 servicemembers from all branches
whose last known status was as a Prisoner of War or
Missing in Action . His wreath honored those brave

servicemembers who have never returned home, and
whose sacrifices will never be forgotten.

Thereafter, volunteers converged on boxes containing
fresh balsam fir wreaths and distributed them to be
laid at over 1,500 headstones within the cemetery. Of

the 2,183 burials at Yorktown National Cemetery, 747 nt

are known and the remaining 1,436 are unknown.

h @1 epmany headstones mark the final resting place of mul-* S

tiple servicemembers, and the vast majority of those
interred there are Soldiers who perished during the
Civil War.

Standing out among the burials is plot number 1420,
where U.S. Navy Landsman Wilson Bell is buried.
Bell, who was assigned to USS Minnesota, died in
1907.
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The cemetery was officially designated as a national
cemetery in 1866, when over 50 deceased Union Sol-
diers were re-interred from burial sites within a 50
mile radius.

The cemetery lies adjacent to the location where the
British surrendered to then General George Washing-
ton in 1781, ending the Revolutionary War and paved
the way for the nationés
ish. That victory is celebrated annually in Yorktown

on October 19th as Yorktown Day.

By 1400, each headstone was adorned with a freshly
laid wreath. This small gesture, carried out by scores
of volunteers ensured that those interred there are re-
membered during this annual event that brought to-
gether servicemembers from each peninsula area mil-
itary installation and participants from across the re-
gion.

N J Sons participate in

Wreaths Acr 0Ss America
Rusty Myers | December 16, 2023

Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Squadron 105,
along with some of the Posts veterans and American
Legion Auxiliary (ALA) members, took a trip for the
third year in a row to Brigadier General William C.
Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Wrightstown,
NJ to participate in Wreaths Across America Day on
16 December The squadron donated $350 of wreaths
for the day, as did American Legion Post 1057 with
the squadronds wreaths go
eview Cemetery in Cinnaminson, Holy Cross Ceme-
tery in North Arlington, Be |l | e v i Peters,arsd
Glendale Cemeteriesand t o Washi
ton National Cemetery.

submitted photo

ngt q

i Each De c Natdna \Wreatha Across America
(WAA) Day, our mission to Remember, Honor and
Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-laying
ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as

at more than 3,700 additional locations in all 50 U.S.
states, at sea and abroa@, per the WAA website. A
person or organization can donate $15 per wreath to
haveonel ai d at the foot of a \
imendogy pfeeithetrean speeificfvetaram att ahrequeBtedi t -
cemetery or in memory of anyone who served at any
cemetery.

For the third year in a row, Bellevile 6 s 305 bhas

taken the hour and-a-h al f tri p sout h t
state veterans cemetery, where over 88,000 veterans

are interred. This year, thirteen participants placed

eleven wreaths in Wrightstown on a day which was
unseasonably warm for mid-Decemberi over 50 de-

grees with clear skies.

Klye Brady

submitted photo

The ceremony at Doyle Cemetery was led by Lt. Col
Robert Cann of the Civil
where he quoted Ronald Regan:

Al

iFreedom is never more thar
from extinction . We didn't pass it to our children in
the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected,
and handed on for them to do the same, or one day
we will spend our sunset years telling our children
and our children's children what it was once like in
the United States where men
In quoting that, the colonel emphasized that it is so
unbelievably important to include our children and
younger Americans in honoring our veterans in events

such as Wreaths Across America Day.
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Upon the conclusion of the opening ceremony, once
Lt. Col. Conn gave instructions on how to place the
wreaths, the Belleville Legion Family began working
on tracking down the eleven specific veterans on the
list of those to honor. About a month beforehand, the
squadron began making a list of parents, uncles,
friends, relatives, and fellow Belleville and Nutleyites
who are buried in the cemetery. At each grave, the
wreath was ceremoniously laid down by a 105 mem-
ber who was connected to that veteran, with his or her
name read aloud - thanking them for their service .
From World War 1l to Korean War to Vietnam War
veterans, theseh e r ocs®rge®ran the scopeof service
and sacrifice to this country € o n e
killed -in-action in the Pacific who was recently re-
turned home; one was an Ilwo Jima Marine, one was
evena Pear | Har bor asotherwaswmo r
the Coast Guard i n WVbnmeb s
were Bronze Sta or Purple Heart recipients, and one
even a threetime Combat Infantry Badge (CIB)
holder 1 of which there are only about 230 in Ameri-

can history. In any event, to whoever the wreath was
presented, the moment wasvery poignant and moving

to those watching.

Some of the Belleville Sons have gone each year for the
past three years, while others this year attended for
the first time . SAL Ralph Legge, who placed a wreath
at his US Navy uncle® gravefor a second year, noted

t h arhis event has become my favorite part of being

a SAL memberé each grave | read somehow bears an
image to me ofthem. B Some [ veter ans
very young, 0 added SAL
Elsmore. AThis was a very emotional experienced

After taking about two hours placing wreaths, some of
the contingent headed 45 minutes south to honor the
grandfather, uncle, and father of dual member and Le-
gion 2 Vice Commander Ed Hall at Lakeview Ceme-
tery in Cinnaminson. A dual member is one who is
both a veteran member of the American Legion, and a
member of the Sons of the American Legion honoring
their parents or grandparents service.

fiThis time around was very emotional for me, to have

a few fellow SAL members wanting to join me on a fur-
ther journey than our normal onetohonor my f a mi
veterans. o
proud. o

Another group went home, along the way placing a
wreath at the headstone of John X. Bezerra, a member
who passed away a few years agoBezerra, a Vietnam
Purple Heart recipient, is buried in North Arlington

and was very close to ALA Jennifer LaBar, who placed

H a |. fiYousda theim aad us e rgyg“ae

the wreath. Al will cherish that moment forever , she

said.

The day is an unbelievableexperience andis open to
the general public to assist in placing wreaths. For
more information, visit them on the web at
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org

SAL 1056s Kyle Brady, who a
placed a wreath at World War 1l veteran Guilliano

Fer gones e olrke vast feldseof what seemed

like endless graves and the substantial amount of peo-

ple that came to pay their respects to all the men and

od veterdn e mwomen who served our mwuntry was truly a sight to see

é It was an honor to be included alongside all the
other Sons of the American Legion Post 105 to partic-
ipate invttte Wteaths Across America.0 William Chivil,
andihpreSAlafirst-tome att&éndee,cebhped the samel

fiit was an honor and a privilege that | will not soon

forget.0

Sons hon or Di Petta
Rusty Myers | December 16, 2023

This is a follow -up story to this one on legion.org:
https://www.legion.org/stories/honor  -guard/essex-county-nj-
legions-welcome-home-world -war -ii-kia-79-years-later

Wrightstown, NJ T Al pray that our Heavenly Father
may assuage the anguish of yourbereavement and
Ieave you onIy the cherished memory of the loved and

% Larpd th rdg tgnat must be yours to have

03, ya cra/f u altay of domo
Abraham |ncoln |néa e eﬁtﬁ LﬁdeF&ier Béby8 ’ﬁ@e%

When Aviation Ordinance
Mate 1st Class Anthony Di Petta
of the US Navy was finally wel-
comed home after his recovery
in the Pacific 79 years after his
death, one cannot help but re-
flect on the poignancy of that
guote. Five months after his
funeral procession made its
way through his hometown of
Nutley, NJ, a member of the
Sons of the American Legion
adron 105 in Belleville places a wreath at his
Wreaths Across America Dayon 16 Decem-

oSy

He was very much like those five sons ofLydia Bixby
who were killed during the Civil War . AOM1c Di Petta
was a son A brother. A patriot. A hero.

ber.
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He was killed when his TBM Avenger was shot down
in the Palau Islands in the Pacific during World War

II, along with his two other crewmates on 10 Septem-
ber 1944. His remains were recovered in 2021, and
after being identified by DNA testing, were returned

home for a military funeral . On the way to his intern-
ment at Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans
Cemetery in Wrightstown, NJ, his funeral procession

passed through
ley, where Belleville Post 105 provided an honor
guard. The procession stopped briefly for a ceremony,
then onto a funeral mass atOur Lady of Mount Carmel

RC Church, then on to Wrightstown for a funeral with

full military honors.

As the Squadron does each year, Belleville 105 pur-
chases and places wreaths on the graves of veterans at
Doyle Cemetery. Of the eleven wreaths specifically
placed on the relatives and friends of members of the
Post that day, one wreath was reservedfor D i
grave, to be placed by SAL William Chivil.

Chi vi l is an author, who
|l ey Journal 06 about AOMlc
home. It seemed only fitting he place that wreath.

fAnthony Di Petta was 24 years old when he lost his
life whileservi ng hi s country 1in
noted afterward . fiStanding before his gravenearly 80
years later, | was mindful of his service and the gift of
freedom that he and all of our veterans provide.o

Following laying down the wreath, and saying Di
Pettabs name out | oad,
shapped a slow salute thanking him for the gift of his
service and sacrifice.

t h

Will Chivil placing a wreath on AOM1c Anthony Di Petra& grave.
submitted photo

Bel | evi | | e éeasurimgethagthein membryliges bno W n

Pett

w E

Withover 88, 000 veteranos

this one was perhaps more emotionalthan others. fi |
feel like this brings the story full circle , writes SAL
105 Adjutant Rusty Myers, who coordinates Belle-
villebs participAtwrosmati m
by a Son who painstakingly researched Anthony Di
P e t ststary- from his hometown no less- on day ded-
icated to honor and remember all of those who served,
Nut

gr a

it h

on
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e SodthCarokna Legioa Ridersdanc e
chapter assisting military, veterans

during holiday season
The American Legion | December 13, 2023

Located in Columbia, S.C.,
Fort Jackson serves as the

U.S. Armyobs mai
tion center for Basic Com-
bat Training. When
American Legion Riders
Chapter 6 Director L.Z.
Harrison in Columbia read that all of the recruits go-
ing through basic training are allowed to go home for
Christmas, he knew that the Columbia Metropolitan
Airportds USO was going to
season.
That prompted Harrison to assist with those efforts .
i | realized how many were g
there and thought of the id
hesaid i Most of wus (Riders) ar
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during our career in the military . So, we know how  Being able to assist the veterans at the medical center
i mportant it is when youobtbkradegphoyed wWhatatt baesU&Dee
doesforyou | t kind of gives yowadkiAomeuwhel pegosdago when
waiting on transportation . | t 6 s i mpor t a rbéss wh@wasiis thethaspital during that time. And
make sure they have the resources they need to take when he came back to work, he said his spirits were so
care of the currently serving military. lifted up when they came in with gifts from the Riders .
It made him feel so good.
Around $225 was donated during the drive, and

Chapter 6 voted to match that. The chapterusedthe Al t makes us f eel good that
funds to purchase i tems a tpitabdunmg the hGliday bre goimgta be @ldendenjaye d
with items that had been donated already, itwasable i t . 0

to present the USO South Carolina with 58 boxes of

snacks and 48 cases of water and other drinks. Build it and he will ride

Henry Howard | December 20, 2023
inWe have a pretty close relationship with the USO at

the airport because we always go out and dodeploy- The fir st conversation bety
ment(send-of f s) and al so wel c o el GéravdBerkmadn spbgkedrnéwslife into the for-

said. i So, we see how much ( trfeeNaw Corpgsrhad dnd bl$o &nto SAdneriga® ltegion
used. 0 Post 24 in Tombstone, Ariz.

Chapter 6 doesno6t -putysnilitary o o$mith, who e@viedeight §dars ih €he Navy and later
around the holiday season For 13 years, the Riders joined the Ohio National Guard in 1998, was deployed
have taken part in some form in the Vets Christmas as a medic in 2005 to Irag. After being injured by an
Charity Ride in Columbia. The ride collects Christmas IED in August 2006, his spinal cord was shattered
presents for patients at the William Jennings Bryan during surgery, costing him mobility from the waist

Dorn Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Columbia, down.

some of whom have no family to visit with them dur-

ing the holidays. Monetary donations also are col- AThe most significant | oss

lected and presented to the medical centertopurchase A Ever ybody | ooks latbsy dwrwii:

items for its patients throughout the year. di dnot go ou.tl maingn dptl alciels e
What 6s nice about here (the

Chapter 6 is one of the Riders chapters in the areathat chair. 1 got a | ot of that dign

participates, while Harrison said Chapter 15 (Sumter),
Chapter 175 (Dalzel), Chapter 90 in South Congaree  Brinkmann, the Riders chapter director at the time,

and Chapter 193 (Chapin) also participate. | earned of -a§onpassionfer motavcyctes
during their initialchat . Even t hough he |
AOne thing I noticed t hi s dentabdout 205ears,&mith miksed the jfreedoin o n |
Vets Ride, is we had a lot of Legion Riders chapterand the bike. il | ove mot aseyclt®s ri de
a | ot of new members c.ome out, o Harrison said
iThereds a | ot of patches Thaeosmnaeht gdveBeirkreanreavrission.sfi If rwam tt |
American Legion Riders at these events inthecom- see you ride again, iif that

munity. Theydédre doing great things. o

Chapter 24 was quick to approve the recommendation
For years, Chapter 6 has made a monetary donation  to get Smith a bike he could ride.
to the ride; this year that amount was $1,200.

Al think we needed .ifitWedo wBerrie
nThere are a | ot of peopl eonfing aut of cOVMDA tE¢erylghiyfwhssdealing wich t h
good because (the patients) need the underwear, the  their own mental crises at the time due to the lack of
socks and things | i kefiBtul admaraderididaring COVI® nThesvhole American Le-
throughout the year, they can use the moneytogoand gi on Family here at 24 i mme
buy things that didnoét .get donated or that come up
One year they used the money to buy ice cream be- Chapter 24 members gave their time, expertise, and
cause the VA budget di dn 0ftinding nDonatibAs&lso roleéin froni tereughouttie a t
year. One year they also bought iPads for those un-  area from other Legion posts and community groups.
dergoing chemotherapy. o Among them: Chapter 109 in Corona de Tucson and

Chapter 141 in Pierce Gary Button, Riders chapter
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director at Post 141, donated his almost brand new
Harley-Davidson, worth at least $10,000. Overall,
about $20,000 worth of motorcycles and cash were
raised in roughly seven months.

The Harley needed to be adapted so Smith could freely
ride it, wherever and whenever he wanted.

That s where post and
Jr. and his father stepped in. They coordinated with
Smith on his vision for the bike as they performed the
work to build him a motorcycle with a sidecar, he
could use to stash his wheelchait They continue
providing mechanical support today.

AfWebre just backyard
sisters keep their bikes roadwor t hy, 0
Heilman said.

He recalls the celebration when Post 24 presented
Smith with his bike.

Ailt was
even today. He knew something wasgoing on but had
never seen it He had a vision in his head of what it
would look like. He had input on different design as-
pects of it. | was surprised of how well it turned out.
It was a proud moment to

thanks to the kindness of fellow American Legion Family mem-
bers at Post 24 in Tombstone, Ariz.

Henry Howard

After the presentation, Smith went foraride . i | t
great. | took it out for a while and got used to every-
thing again. It was fantastic. It was like being home
again. o

He is making up for lost time, riding about 30,000
miles in the 2 | vyears

hedlsothado tnhee obi

It was adapted to allow Smith to shift gears with his
hands. A kickstand is unnecessary because of the
sidecar.

Smith has his freedom back.

on the bike an
g o. niel, t06 sh eh usgaei df or

fiTen minutes
on me i s

c h a phedth. Whemb dr sa mMRaom Hehiel nbhaink e,

el se. o

It has also been life-changing for his wife, Terrie, who

had not previously ridden withhim . Al t hel ped
me close to the post family and brought us closer to-
gether,oafshé&ssareéat with hi

me c h atimeragy<or hirh &t got us ghoré integtateceimtosthea n d
t heLeyowmg &r

The bike not only gave Smith freedom, it instilled pur-
pose in him and a drive to give back to the post.

iltés a big post and itbs a

tremendo@d, @ ele ie mmsaid Songharlow in his third year as post adjutant. A |

enjoyit. | t 6s great t o .blet dasblae It

way to give back. o0

Brinkmann credits Smith with helping the post regain

hneaomehturh aften COMIDe ilkiey svad t h eHeone
brought the post back together. He gave us a sense of
purpose. He gave us something to be proud of He
brought us all together as an American Legion Fam-
ily.o

The custom-built bike not only gives him freedom, it
has allowed him to help others with his medical train-
ing a few times.

For example, during a ride, the group came upon a
crash site where a motorcyclist from El Paso, Texas,
went off the road.

nBefore you knew it, Doc wa
guy in a neck brace and wa
Brinkmann explained. i Once t he ambul ar
Doc briefed them. They put him on a stretcher and
took him away. o0

wa s
Brinkmann and Smith shared a special bond, both
serving in the same theater of operations at the same
timein2006inlrag . Al t 6s ki nda cool
a fellow veteran, o0 Brinkman

chewing the same dirt | was back in Irag. It means a
ke.

Smith is grateful for the bike and the opportunity to
return the favor.
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AThey are amazing, O

h efi Is ta @ \@lunteérs $pens Thurgddy paockimgbaadr decorating

more than | dreamed of, more than | deserve. T h e r e dhe boxes. Saturday, they weredelivered.

nothing | can ever do to pay them back for this. With-
out them, | wouldndot be
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Lisa Williamson,
National President
The American Legion Auxiliary

American Legion Auxiliary spreads

Christmas cheer to local veterans
Jim L ehocky, SoolLeader| December 17, 2023

This is the 6th year the American Legion Auxiliary Post 3 has
handed out Christmas gift boxes to veterans.

terans in local assisted living facilities and long term care

1/
units received Christmas gift boxes today from American Legion
Auxiliary volunteer s.

Bonnie Taylor/American Legion Auxiliar y

Dozens of local veterans in area assisted living facili-
ties and long term care units got a special delivery Sat-
urday.

The American Legion Auxiliary Post 3 spent the past
few months getting ready for the day by purchas-
ing and hand-making items for Christmas gift boxes
for those who otherwise may not receive anything
during this special time of year.

h eBaah box has snacks, blankets, mittens, toiletries, ac-

tivity books and more.

The Sault Ste. Marie Yarn Workershandmade hats
that were included in the gift baskets.

And this year, they added a military calendar that has
fun-facts about the military.

Maggie Merchberger, vice president of the auxiliary,
says this is the sixth year they have done this.

It all started in 2018 with an idea.

"| realized that there were a lot of veterans in our as-
sisted living facilities, and it seemed like they were for-
gotten at Christmas time," she said.

So,she came up with a plan.

"I made up a huge proposal and brought it up to the
auxiliary meeting and said to everyone that we need to
do something for our veterans at Christmas time," she
said.

They created and handed out around 80 gift baskets
that first year.

"That first time we handed out the gift boxes, | gave a
box to a veteran. The look on his face was, well, his
eyes lit up, he had a huge smile, and he said 'Thank
you. You didn't forget me this year." Now if that
doesn't pull at your heart strings, | mean, come on,"
she continued.

"Another brought another veteran a gift box. In his

shadow box, he had his military awards. He showed
them all to me. He was very proud of those and was
proud that he could show them to us. It's those little

things that get you. | don't want to see anybody for-

gotten at Christmas time, especially our veteransp
said.

In total, a couple dozen volunteers took time to help
with the project.

The funds to help with the cost of the gift baskets come
from their annual Poppy sales, the Legionnaires, the
Sons of the American Legion, and the American Le-
gion Riders.
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"We also have had veteran's families donate specifi-  What can we do to improve your membership ex-

cally back to our program so that means a lot too," perience?
Merchberger added.
The survey also includes a writeiin option which al-
Membership survey helps guide lows members to offer their services in everything
A from photography to nonprofit board operations, Di
Hol l ywoodo6s Squadrgaiio#Fnonne P

The American Legion | May 13, 2021

Di Rienzo noted that the survey is useful for both new
and existing members, as
ability can change over time.

The leadership of Sons of The American Legion
Squadron 43 in California wanted to find a way to en-
gage their members in a more meaningful way.

AA survey was an effici

pe

What 8 s m% lae

" Ronith Wt 3m B mbr
their interests and ski II opéng ga&nrgr‘g edrm(? %f%{;lp%( "%9 nzo

Nael

squadronos firshMereeveo mm\%ou hel'ralrrnerests and skills |saS|mpIe Wayto faC|I—

able to utilize the survey tool offered through our Con-

ion h emes|

stant Cont act account , Whlltgt%entgla%)%n%en aqdp y't's Iteg?%{ocurute
eel

members eard and ind future lead-

Di Rienzo said the survey questions are aimed at gath- ers. o

ering details the squadron 'ccan use to gauge member so

interest in leadership roles, event concepts, and pre- EDITOR® NOTE: With the new calendar year just days away,

ferred social media platforms. Squadrons may find this article helpful as they plan a ctivities/re-
cruiting drives next year.

iMuch of what we have |l earned is practical infor -
mation including which squadron leadership roles

they are interested in pursuing and what sort of activ- Sports

ities they would Iike to s 1 e
adding that the survey helped the squadron find its as-

sistant adjutant, Stephen Rinka, and finance officer,
Jon Tierney.

Annual Detachment Fundraiser

The Detachment of Ohio is currently conducting its
annual Detachment Raffle. Proceeds will benefit De-
tachment Commander Dilt& program, Task Force 2.

The Squadron 43 Luau was becoming an annual summer event o . . )
before the pandemic. For additional information, or to purc hase tickets,

submitted photo please contact Detachment Second ViceCommander

Jeff Vrabel Jr. at jeffvrabeljr@ gmail.com.

Some of the questions on the survey include:

Ohio Sons of
The American Legion

50/50 Raffle I

Drawing will be held during
The Detachment Convention in May 2024

1 Do you have skills or experience that you would
like to contribute to the squadron?

1 Which squadron activities are you most interested I
in?

1 Whatis your preferred social media platform?

Name
Phone
Seller

Winner need not be present Donation: 10.00
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MISSION MATTERS

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
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Dear friend of Wreaths Across America,

On behalf of the Wreaths Across America organization
and our family of volunteers and supporters across the
country, | want to personally thank YOU for your sup-

port of the mission to Remember the fallen, Honor

those who serve, and Teach the next generationthe
value of freedom.
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During this year's National Wreaths Across America
observance, more than three million dedicated volun-

teersi a third of whom are children i placed THREE
million veterans' wreaths at 4,225 participating loca-

tions across the country. That is more than 500 new
locations added to the program since last yeat Spe-
cifically, at Arlington National Cemetery where this all
began, 260, 000 veterans®o W
more than 30,000 volunteers on a truly gorgeous day.

10 JusWwYIRdQg

(1s414)

$S21ppY |1BW-3

Aq pauiuao Aypiqibig

(1enuy)

(192.13)

ueuala/ 03 Juediddy jo diysuoneay (9)
"ON uoipenbg

wouy A|qeIOUOY PBAISS OYM UBISIGA Paseaoap e Si 8A0qy (q) HO

payst|qeisa si Aljiqibije woym ybnoayy uesslop

As | think of those numbers, each of those headstones
representing a LIFE of service, and each of those vol-
unteers saying each servicemember's namealoud and
sharing a small gesture of gratitude for the freedoms
Americans enjoy, | am immensely humbled. | am also
truly overwhelmed with pride for the people of this
great nation where so many individuals and commu-
nities can come together in unity and support for
those who have protected our freedom And most im-
portant to me, so many children were taken by the
hand and introduced to these men and women and
taught about the cost of freedom.
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| will say it again: THANK YOU . Thank you for your
volunteerism, your sponsorships, and your help in
sharing the mission all year long!

(€L02) L00-00

Thank you most of all for taking the time during this
busy season to join us in letting veterans and military
families know that their service and sacrifice are both

seen and appreciated and that they are not alone in
their loss. For God and Country

RECEIPT

",

ol Imll:,,,

Date
Received of

%

$ in payment of dues for 20

Remember. Honor. Teach.
Squadron Detachment of

With gratitude, By

Karen Worcester
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to have a
listed here, please send to

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

David Leo Ball

DAVID LEO BALL,
71, of Kenova, W/,
passed away Fri-
day, December 15,
2023, at his resi-
dence. David Leo
was born May 26,
- 1952, in Kenova, a
son of the late James Leo and
Donna Jean Wheeler Ball. In addi-
tion to his parents, he was preceded
in death by his sister, Deborah
Sizemore.  Survivors include a
daughter and sor-in-law, Leigh
(John) Stafford; one son and
daughter-in-law, Matthew (Becky)
Ball; six grandchildren, Hudson,
Mack and Teddy Stafford, Abigail,
Logan, and Lincoln Ball; and his
partner and best friend for over
twenty years, Vickie Holley.

Leo graduated from Ceredo-Ke-
nova High School in 1970 and was
a salesman for ConJel and a mem-
ber of the Sons of the American Le-
gion Post 93 Kenova David Leo
made many lifelong friends at

Ceredo-Kenova High School. He
cherished these friendships and al-
ways looked forward to spending
time with his friends . He was a lov-
ing father and Papaw, who always
told everyone how much he loved
them. He made many trips to Ken-
tucky and Colorado to make lasting
memories with his kids and grand-

kids. He will be forever loved and
missed by all who knew him.

Friends are encouraged to join us at
The America Legion Post 93 on
Wednesday, December 20, 2023,
for a celebration of life at 5 p.m. Fu-
neral service will be conducted 2
p.m. Thursday, December 21, 2023,
at Rollins Funeral Home in Kenova
with Mr. Stevie Karr officiating . In-

terment will follow in Cyrus Ceme-

tery. Friends may call from noon to

2 p.m. Thursday, December 21,
2023, at the funeral home.

Flowers will be appreciated, or me-
morial donations may be made in
David Leo's memory to any area
youth sports. Online condolences
may be expressed atvww.rol-
linsfh.com.

me mb e r & s Publishedrby ahei Herald-Dispatch

on Dec. 19, 2023.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Charles AAlIfieo

Charles R.

B AAl fieo
57, of West
Unity, Ohio
passed away

; Sunday, De-

/ ) cember 17,
2023 at his
home.

Charles was born April 21, 1966, in
Montpelier, Ohio, son of Jimmie
Linn and Betty Lou (Routt) Zuver.
He was a 1985 graduate of Mill-
creek-West Unity High School.
Charles previously worked at Clark
Farms and Jones Welding and Auto
Repair.

He was amember of The Sons of
the Legion, West Unity American
Legion Post 669. Charles loved the
outdoors and enjoyed hunting,
fishing, and camping. He cher-
ished spending time with his family
and dog, Lucy.

Surviving are his mother and step-
father Betty and Duane Stamm of
Fayette, Ohio; son, Cody Zuver of
West Unity, Ohio; brother, Bob Zu-

ver of West Unity, Ohio; many
nieces and nephews Charles was
preceded in death by his dad, Jim-
mie Linn Zuver; four brothers,

James, Tony, Henry, and Douglas
Zuver.

To honor Charl esbé
be no visitation or services held at
this time . The family will hold a cel-
ebration of life at a later date.

Arrangements are in the care of
Oberlin-Turnbull Funeral Home,
202 North Liberty Street, West
Unity. The family request memo-
rial contributions be directed to
Oberlin-Turnbull Funeral Home to
defray funeral cost.

Condolences may be sent to the
family, or the online guest book
may be signed atwww.oberlinturn-
bull.com

Daryl Lynn Mathews
Daryl Lynn
Mathews, age 71
of Hiawassee,
Georgia, passed
away on
Wednesday, De-
cember 13,
2023. Daryl
was born on Au-
gust 19, 1952, inAtlanta, Georgia to
the late Mr. and Mrs. Roy and Mary
Mathews. He was a member of the
Sons of the American Legion, and
the CMC Motorcycle Club spending

Z umary ryears riding with his cher-

ished friends. Daryl graduated
from vBgiarwood High School in
East Point and Embry-Riddle Aer-
onautical University. He worked
for American Airlines for 30 years

before retiring to Hiawassee, Geor-
gia. After retirement, he continued

to fly his own plane privately for
enjoyment. He was an avid avia-
tion enthusiast as flying was his
lifelong passion. He enjoyed mo-
torcycle racing, NASCAR racing,
aircraft racing, baseball, and boat-
ing. Daryl was easily describedby
friends as the most loving, caring
human being they knew. He was
kind, generous and loving to all his
family and friends . He was the true
definition of a lifelong friendship,

having many friends from his

grammar and high school days with
whom he kept in touch regularly.
He will be deeply missed.

Daryl is preceded in death by his
parents, Roy and Mary Mathews
and twin brother, David Mathews .
He leaves behind his loving
wife, Dawn Liabastre Mathews;
brother Tommy Mathews (Alicia);
sister-in-law, Patti Mathews;
nieces and nephews Mary
Mathews, Melissa Turner (Britain),
Sarah Mundy (Stephen); great
nieces and nephews, Brayden, De-
clan and Laken Turner,
and Brighton and Ava Munday; as
well as numerous cousins and
frigrids h e s

A Celebration of Life service details
to be announced at a later date.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Obituary published on www.Leg-
acy.com by Banister-Cooper Fu-
neral Home on Dec. 18, 2023.

Kelly Lynn Rudolph

Kelly Lynn
Rudolph, 76,
passed away
peacefully at
home on De-
cember 7,
2023 with his
dog Bailey at
his side. Kelly

there wil

was born February 24, 1947 in
Smith County Kansas. He was the
seventh child of eight children
born to Floyd Vesper and Freda
Frances (Lehman) Rudolph. Kelly
grew up in Smith County on a farm
near Bellaire and graduated from
Smith Center High School in 1965.
Throughout high school he loved
playing football, basketball, and
baseball.

After high school, Kelly attended
Kansas Wesleyan  University.
While studying at Kansas Wes-
leyan, he lived in the faculty quar-
ters at St John Military school
where he assisted with students
He played baseball for the Kansas
Wesleyan Coyotes and was se-
lected for the KCAC team in 1967
He was inducted into the Kansas
Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame for
Baseball in 2006. Kelly graduated
with a teaching degree and moved
to Grainfield KS for his first teach-
ing position. After a couple years,
he returned to Salina and St.
John's Military School which be-
gan his long teaching career shap-
ing the lives of the boys at SIMS
He taught History, Social Studies,
PE/Health for 42 years. He was
most remembered as "Coach" for
the football team. Kelly completed
ama s t degréesat Ft Hays State
University in 1979. In 1999, Kelly
was commissioned as an Honorary
Colonel by St John's. He retired in
May 2009.

Kelly was an avid outdoorsman.
Being outdoors was his favorite
place to be, especially when fish-
ing or hunting with his brothers or

great friends from St John's. He
was a member of the Pioneer Lake
Association in Salina. He contin-

ued being involved with sports in-

cluding bowling and golf through-

out his life. He also followed his
favorite teams every season and
never missed watching Kansas
City Royals, K State Wildcats, and
Kansas City Chiefs on TV. Kelly

| was also a member of the Sons of

the American Legion Post 62. He
married Connie Olson in 1998 and
they were often at the Legion to-
gether.

Those left to remember Kelly in-
clude his sister Colleen Ryan of
Smith  Center,  Sisters-in-law
Shirley Rudolph of Mankato, and
Pam Rudolph of Troy Il, plus many
nieces and nephews, longtime
friends, and former students. He
was preceded in death by his wife;
his parents; his brothers, Jerome
Rudolph, Billy Rudolph, Larry Ru-

dolph, and JR Rudolph; sisters,
Phyllis Bargman and Donna Ru-
dolph; brothers -in-law, Bill Ryan
and Fred Bargman; sisters-in-law,
Leeta Rudolph and Willa Rudolph.
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A celebration of life is planned

January 20, 2024 at 3pm at The
Blind Pig in Salina Ks. There will

be a graveside service later in the
spring at the Leasburg cemetery in
Smith County.

Posted online on December 15,
2023.

Published in Salina Journal .

Shawn M. Flynn
NS FLYNN - Shawn,

(McAdams) Bussel. On Nov. 23,
1999, he married Anna M. Snider in
Kentucky; together they shared a
total of 28 years.

A 1972 graduate of Bluffton High
School, Steve retired from Fort
Wayne Metals in 2021 after 16
years of service He was a member
of the Sons of the American Legion
Post 111 in Bluffton He was an avid
Chicago Bears and 1.U. basketball
fan, and he also loved watching
boxing. Steve loved his wife and his

1071X

Tuscany Suites & Casino

49, New Ger- family. Reservations 1-877-887-2261
many, died De- N ) ) ) Room Rates to be Determined
cember 14, In addition to his wife, Steve is sur- SAL Rendezvous Reservation Code: 0124Sons

2023, at home, vived by a daughter, Tori (Todd)

surrounded by
family and
friends. Born
March 3, 1974, in Johnstown, son
of Paul Jr. and Twila (Motchen-
baugh) Flynn. Preceded in death by
sister, Stephanie Flynn; grandpar-
ents, Hilary and Anna Jean (Bimle)
Motchenbaugh and Paul Sr. and
Anna Jane (Bever) Flynn; and un-
cles, Wayne, Tom, and Barry
Motchenbaugh. Survived by par-
ents; sons, Shawn Flynn; and Kyle
Flynn (Jade Regan); grandson,
Beau; sister, Melissa (Allan Long);
and brother, Michael (Sharon Cal-
don); and numerous nieces and
nephews.

Graduate of Bishop Carroll Catholic
High School. Shawn was amember
of Sons of the American Legion,
Cambria Houndsmen Coon Hunt-
ers Association, and was a longtime
pest control technician with Ehr-
lich. He cherished time with fam-
ily, enjoyed fishing, and loved noth-

Brown of Butler; a stepdaughter, Social Gathering @ Pub 365, Your Cost On Friday Night, January 26th, 2024

Christine (Jon) Newell of Auburn; a

stepson, Shawn (Cindy) Moser of
Hoagland; six granddaughters, two
grandsons and five greatgrandkids

(and one on the way in March of
2024); and a brother, David

(Cathy) Bussel of Bluffton.

Steve was preceded in death by his
parents.

No public services are planned at
this time. A memorial service will

be held at a later date Goodwin i

Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel in
Bluffton has been entrusted with

the arrangements.

Memor i al contrib
memory may be made to the Amer-
ican Diabetes Association and can
be mailed directly to Goodwin i

Cale & Harnish Memorial Chapel,
3220 East State Road 124, Bluffton,
IN 46714.

Leadership Training On Saturday, January 27th, 2024
Lunch Is Served During Lunch Break On Saturday
Saturday Night Dinner Planned at a Local Restaurant, Your Cost

Pre-Registration Fee for event will be_$20.00 n e

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES DECEMBER 31

ing more than the howl of his Online condolences may be made
hounds on the hunt. at www.goodwincaleharnish.com.
¥ ‘%

be private. Committal, St. Mar y 6 s

Dimond Funeral Home, Inc., South
Fork.

Honoring his wishes, services will '
Cemetery. v
Arrangements by Charles O. & ©

To send flowers to the family of
Shawn M. Flynn, please visit Trib-
ute Store.

Steven fiBuso Bussel, 70
Steven iBuso A.

Bussel, 70, of
Bluffton, passed
away Monday
morning, Dec. 18,
2023, at Parkview
Hospital Randal-
lia hospice unit in
Fort Wayne, after
battling a long-time illness.

Steve was born on Aug. 20, 1953, in
Bluffton, to Roy and Helen

TODAY!!!

Don't let the Grinch steal your membership

NEW!
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Daniel J. Seehafer
National Commander
The American Legion

Dan Seehafer, National Commander
The American Legion

Wreaths Across America gives
Pennsylvania Legion post a chance

to remember, honor & teach
Steven B. Brooks| December 18, 2023

Twenty-year-old Max
Cavada, a Penn State Uni-
versity  sophomore, is
home for the holidays in Mechanicsburg, Pa. And on
Dec. 16, he was at Mechanicsburg Cemetery, where
he and dozens of other community members placed
wreaths on the graves of veterans as a part of
Wreaths Across America (WAA) Day.

WATCH ON (3 YouTube

Cavadaods reason for
fodi one of which is
what World War | Memorial Post 109, which spon-
sored the WAA event, has done in its community.
il came out here
viousl vy, but al so my
Cavada said A | played for the
i my dados itshwe have alat bf help from
them. | just wanted to come out and show support
for them, and, obviously, for the veterans who fought
for our country and allowed us all these great free-
doms that we have.o

For Cavada, pl acing the

say, 0t hlcatnoks yao us i g Ih defmitely r es%\peﬁ:[
takes a | ot of courage ('t
and itds something

want to thank them for that and just ask that God let
them rest in peace. 0

comi ng pg Ut
b ecaus ene MEfaicsufy Fife Dphrfment, thé Buinber-

today to

Iolmstdef{Q {gﬂ

Post 1096s WAA sponsorship
wreaths were placed at three area cemeteries: Me-
chanicsburg Cemetery, Chestnut Hill Cemetery and
Lincoln Cemetery 1 the latter of which included

Black soldiers who served in the Union Army during

the Civil War.

Post 109 had previously raised tens of thousands of
dollars to place wreaths at Indiantown Gap National
Cemetery, which is located just over 30 miles from
Mechanicsburg, when the post learned the cemetery
was having trouble getting enough wreaths to cover
all the gravesites.

But a few years ago, the post decided to focus its en-
ergies locally for WAA, taking over responsibility for
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. i And t hen we f
that nobody was doing Chestnut Hill a couple years

ago, so we incorporated that with our Sons of The
American Legion, 0 said Pas
Jim Comrey, who coordinated the event. i And t he
right down the road is Lincoln Cemetery, which is

where Black veterans are buried We picked that

up. o

Post 109 Commander Rick Flinn said moving
Wreaths Across America into Mechanicsburg was a
chance to localize the event.

fiWe realized that w.el tsdesr voen
of the pillars of The Amer
Flinnsaid.An And s o, we decided tc

the emphasis here in Mechanicsburg We decided to
focus on our veterans here

t100 dos® WAXARNEVWAE §WRQI y

land Valley High School Key Club, the Trinity High

School Patriotsoé Club, | o«

and other members cﬁthe communlty

suppo et erans, ob-
'OCa'~1=|‘?é3'°6‘eaP°S§ MY md @AY 0

'-ega'idoﬁ‘ﬂ?é‘sieﬁ’é‘é'i% 88 get the

stand the value of the veterans who have given their
lives to the naton. And t he service t
fering. The idea is to get the community involved.
l'té6s not decolrads ngct hal gy ¢
ing. o

W @drel) Said Wdrsorify a SMedts A&osd Anerftd ©

as muglple purposgs 9] I rL my pl ni_o

SFg a5t 3
A ES N g op e

6 He:
here. We 6 r e trylng to teach tt

you have the choices you have That 6 s one
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Four Pillars of The American Legion: Children &
Youth.Let them | earn. o

For Flinn, said taking on a project like Wreaths
Across America is why heods
a 38-year career in the military that saw him retire

as a Pennsylvania Army National Guard colonel A |

two vans that
much appreci

have
on i

i We
nat i

nee.
S ated
In presenting the check, Post Commander Brad
Rocoséi maed , t of Tsheer ver ladg a resr
Council has a great service they provide to our veter-
ans throughout Orleans County by providing trans-

served in the milidtf@Wlye 3 8l ppreationte and from medisah apdointments to Buf-
retired é | said, 61 6m goihgl op Bochbasesndr aandt @&reamg :
retirement and try to serve veterans. That 6s why |

joined the Legion. The whole point is that we serve
veterans and their families in the community, and
I 6m excited about dandthg
is just an example: That our post could not only serve
veterans, past veterans, but serve the community

t

and get the community invo
American Legion in Albion gives
Toys for Tots, Vete
Service

The group also gives to Boots on the Ground which

sends care packages to vets
Ginny Kropf | December 16, 2023

H &

NEW, UNWRAPPED TOYS ONLY

~ US. MARINE CORPS RESERVE

) 105 [FoR] Tors

‘2 WestRock

|

Jeff Brien, commander of the Marine Corps League Detachment
No. 1271, accepts a check from Pam Taylor, president of the
Sheret Post Auxiliary, f or . Ath
rear is Post commander Brad Rouse and Auxiliary members
Wendy Hinkley, Carolyn Gibson and Shirley Smith, and Ray
Madigan, treasurer of the Marine Corps League.

Ginny Kropf

NEW,
UNWRAPPED 104 ONLy

ST &) AR "

Jeff Brien, commander of the Marine Corps League Detachment
No. 1271, accepts a check from Roger Ettinger with the Sons of
the American Legion for Toys for Tots, while Legion commander
Brad Rouse presents a check to Ray Ettinger for Toys for Tots.
Ginny Kropf

ALBION, NY i Christmas came early to several vet-
eransd groups in Albion
of checks from the Sheret American Legion Post 35,
Sheret Post Auxiliary and Sons of the American Le-
gion.

on

The first presentation was checks for $500 each
from the Post and Auxil.|
vice. Dave Kusmierczak of Medina, president of the
Orl eans County Joint Veter
the van service, accepted the check toward purchase

of a new van.

ar

Next was a check for $500 from the Post to the Aux-
iliary to support their project of sending care pack-
ages to veterans serving overseas.

iThe American Legion Shere
partner with the Auxiliary in support of their two -

yqay, corgmitpent tQ, sendind Garg packgges,tg pur o
troops wi th Boot s on th
troops are stild]l
raq, Afghanistan

i n
and

NnThese
i ke |

This is the second year the Auxiliary has sent care

act)ages foBgots wruthe Groynd, but the,firsf year o |
the Post has assisted them

A0 GeFomPCl badd PSRl 4850
ted to unify| g all groups
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iWe have bec o mgrougs, and bcangrt r

to continuing to strengthen our relationship and the
support

one anot her 0

&} ? X Sindak it |

Members of the Sheret American Legion Post 35 in Albion pre-
sented a check for $1,000 on Friday to Dave Kusmierczak, pres-
ident of the Orleans Veterans Council, toward the purchase of a
new van. From left are Shirley Smith, 25-year member of the
Sheret American Legion Auxiliary; Brad Rouse, commander of
the post; Kusmierczak; Pam Taylor, Auxiliary president; Wendy
Hinkley, Auxiliary vice president; and Carolyn Gibson, Auxiliary
secretary.

Ginny Kropf

A third donation came from the Auxiliary to the Ma-
rine Corpsd Toys for Tots.

Auxiliary president Pam Taylor gave a check for
$100 to Jeff Brien, commander of the Marine Corps
League Detachment No. 1271.

a¢

The American Legion Chester L. Briggs Post 47 donated $3,500
to Houlton Powersports for toys for area children . Pictured left
to right: Anthony 'Juggy' Benn, Tammi Britton, Charlie Clark,
Brittani Suitter, and Ellie Hagerman.

Kathleen Phalen Tomaselli, Houlton Pioneer Times

The Post and Auxiliary said they are constantly try-
ing to raise money through raffles and drawings to
support causes such as these in the community The
Auxiliary also holds an annual golf tournament,
which although small, Taylor said helps fund their
causes.

AUphol ding the mission of

Auxiliary, 6For God and Cid

veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth and

promote patriotism good citizenship, peace and se- :

curi iy 00 Mlyd oAmaraiialan L@ g R oo Bonon

lary 1 PrOUd to present this check for $100 as a do- .| the é-round project for those serving in countries, such as Iraq,

nation for a great cause. 0 afghanistan and Kuwait. From the Auxiliary, at left, are presi-
dent Pam Taylor, Vice PresidentWendy Hinkley, SecretaryCar-

The final donation was a check for $150, which olyn Gibson and 25-year member Shirley Smith. _

Rouse presented on behalf of the Post to Ray Madi- Ginny Kropf

gan, treasurer of the Marine Corps League Detach- ]

ment, for Toys for Tots. An additional $25 was Houlton Powersports Holiday Toy

acknowledged from Joe Gehl of Albion. Drive means 150 kids have a gift to

The Marines stated the donations will be held and Kathleen Phalen Togapsz?l December 12. 2023

used for Christmas gifts for children of Marines next ’

year. HOULTON, Maine i When American Legion Cmdr.
Charlie Clark Sr., heard that children on a toy drive
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list were asking for essentials like toothbrushes and
warm blankets, he got involved.

ANo child should have t

he said.

(0]

And so, the three branches of the American Legion
ChesterL. Briggs Post # 47 got busy raising enough
money for the children on the Houlton Powersports
Holiday Toy Drive list.

fWe took care of t he whol

On Thursday, the trio donated $3,500 to the toy
drive, with $2,500 from the American Legion,
$1,000 from the Auxiliary and $1,000 from the Sons
of the American Legion.

AWe all know each other
Clark said. i When we get someth
we get it done. 0

Now in its fourth year, the Houlton Powersports Toy
Drive was able to get presents for 150 students, said
organizer Brittani Suitter, Houlton Powersports
marketing director.

Suitter contacted Houlton and Hodgdon schools to
get a list of children who might be in need.

iWe give them a form to
want and a
things on the |ist. o

This year some of the children asked for warm bed-
ding, boots, shoes, socks, Sharpies,Pencils, and
sketchbooks. And by Thursday, the showroom on
Main Street was filled with bags of toys ready to go
back to the schools for wrapping.

AThis is our second |
keting coordinator said.

oad,

They are accepting new unwrapped toys or money
donations at the HPS Main Street location until Dec.
18.

According to Clark since he took over as commander
in April, Post #47 has raised nearly $8,000 for the
community.

Toy & Coat drive a success
Rusty Myers | December 14, 2023

Belleville, NJ 7 The American Legion Post 105 Fam-
ily of Belleville, NJ held its annual giveaway day,

Vel

fi

ending our highly successful Toy and Coat Drive as
part of the 2023. Whénetheslayn

was all said and done they gave away over $7000 of
a stdys aBdacoatsdo 11 9cfamilies inthneed And the best h , o
part i there was only one bag of clothes and four
small boxes left over, meaning everything was dis-
tributed to go some good this holiday season.

e

Sons of the American Legion Squaron 105 of Belleville, NJ

It was wond e, doted Lisa Bocchine.|
é\n amazing feeling to know and see the faces of
everyone that came ino

p

ot

The Toy and Coat

an unbelievably
event, where around $5,000 was generated to pur-
chase toys and winter wear for the giveaway six
months later. The goal throughout the entire pro-
cess was to help those in need around the holidays.

Throughout the remainder of the summer and fall,
jackets, hats, games, and toys were donated and
stored, pl alHor B fundrlised N Buly biiad -
hundreds of items to hand out to all ages. In the
weeks leading up to the 16 December giveaway,
boxes were placed at the Post cantina where anyone
could drop by and donate last-minute items . If there
was anything which we were missingi infant toys,
for example i the Post, Squadron, and Unit donated
money above and beyond to fill the void. Members
gave donations until the last minute, ensuring that
anyone who came got an opportunity to get what
they wanted.

0

Under the direction of Co-chairman Erica Portee, a
member of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit
which received its charter in January of 2023, the
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. dilormoutf carn dt hteh egya sgti viee w Sy eda
needWei $tr yot®h @|arger didldder. This year, preparation began with
successful
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Post s hall was set up wi
anditem. Meanwhi |l e, ALA Junio
downstairs at the club created an assembly line to
put together stockings to hand out to kids at the
event. The setup took days, and the event was widely
publicized to try and help as many families as possi-
ble.

And dondét forget it daGhristmasl
Tree, lights, plus an area for St. Nick to take pictures.

t hwitle toe mayyt dorions ¢p ngemtiony gnek tdo rhapy a g e
rshamds Yoelhgi 84L6e thank, Po
so incredibly proud and humbled to be able to help
the community insuchaway. Bel | evi | | e0d s
Legion is an organization committed to giving back
to a town which has been so incredibly supportive
and generous over the years, with the hope that in
some small way we have made a few families holi-

| 6 gaysthat muchehappier.n s

In the hours before the giveaway day started, any-
time a member would walk into the Post, they would
be told to run upstairs and take a peek at the hall and
how it was setup i and to a person, everyone had
the same responsewhen they returned € A WOW! | 0
When the doors opened up at 8am, there was a line
outside of the Post By 1pm, Legion Family members
had to make a run to the store and buy more toys to
make sure that they didnot
fwhat an amazing day!'d wr ot e PRrésllentVi c|le ‘ 7 y
Debbie Hall on Facebook $o many families helped, . - - : :
and it truly took a team to make it happen! Thank Sons of the American Legion Squadron 105 of Belleville, NJ
you to the community and everyone in the Post 105 . |
fami 'y for all of your donatMeréynCQ”.Strgas'
Santa also arrived around 3pm, handing out more Military will conduct research,
toys and candy canes to everychild who came in. clinical trials of psychedelics to
The goal was to do as much for anyone in need as we treat servicemembers for PTSD,
could i so the giveaway was open to anyone, from h -
e ead injuries
anywhere who ne.eded a toy for their child or ,a coat Linda F. Hersey/Stars and, Stripes | December 19, 2023
this holiday season é no quest|0n§ a8%wKee!

. . The military will conduct research and clinical trials
Being fueled by coffee, hot choco_late, cookies, and to determine whether cannabis, magic mushrooms
doughnuts, everyone from the Legion who helped to and other psychedelic
run the event and walk around assisting the at- drugs can treat service
tendees wore as big a smileas the kids who walked members suffering from
out with new toysandtreats. iJust wunbelie post-traumatic stress dis-
wardingo is all SAL 105 Ad yorjéryeahds tr‘é&n‘étfcd

say.

By 7:30 pm, tables were folded and everything else
was boxed up and packed away A We di d
enthusiastically noted Portee. There was very little
left, with the remainder being boxed up and given to
the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 22 for their
Toy Drive, with any clothing left being donated to the
VA Center at East Orange Toys were also given to a
Toy Drive benefitting the children at Clara Maas

(0]

brain injury under provi-
sions of the defense
spending bill approved by Congress last week.

ur pje 0 %9! (L) bp y g
Section 723 of the National Defense Authorization
Act, which received final Congressional approval
Friday, provides $10 million in research grants for
psychedelicassi sted therapies
plant-based alternative therapies that include can-

e ) nabis.
Hospital in Belleville.
A1t o hat do ¢ i Medical §é§]r]]‘abisi legal in 38 states, the District of
gt g S w aft \(/jve 00 comment &fimbi three 0.8 R/itdrfeLolt remains ille-
eve sangemino afterward. gal under federal law. Language in the legislation
32 | BETEONE | Round-Up




states that service members can participate in the
clinical trials without breaking the law.

The provision in the NDAA, which specifies spend-
ing guidance for the Defense Department during the
current fiscal year, was spearheaded by three retired
military officers & Rep. Dan Crenshaw, RTexas, a
former Navy SEAL; Rep. Morgan Luttrell, R -Texas,
also a former SEAL; and Rep. Jack Bergman, RMI,

a retired Marine Corps lieutenant general.

Luttrell suffered a traumatic brain injury, or TBI, in

a Black Hawk helicopter crash in 2009. He credits
psychedelic-assisted therapy outside the U.S. after
his medical discharge with saving his marriage and
changing his life.

Under the legislation, the Defense Department will
award research grants to universities and govern-
ment agencies to conduct the tests Service mem-
bers with certain medical conditions must receive
permission to undertake the medically administered
therapies in controlled clinical settings.

Veteransd groups such as
ation of America have expressed support for the leg-

islation. Limited studies show a decrease in depres-

sion, anxiety, and stress among users of certain psy-
chedelic drugs.

David Cook, the executive director, said he knows of
SOAA members who received psychedelieassisted
medical therapies and had positive outcomes.

AThe results,
not hing short
view with Stars and Stripes.

t hough
of mi

He described the legislation as a life-or-death issue
for many veterans experiencing PTSD and the effects
of TBI.

AWhat 6s been proposed
is obviously not
tion like this aims to give our heroes more options
and hope for life-s avi ng

Clinics participating in the study must report their
findings to Congress, including the medical condi-
tions treated, outcomes and whether active person-
nel returned to full duty . Large doses of one of the
drugs to be tested, ibogaine, have led to serious car-
diovascular problems and death.

s mal
racul ou

and
w.ofr ke quigs It

treat ment s.

S|

0

Nevertheless, Cook said that SOAA members have
been encouraged by greater attention in Congress to
pursuing alternative treatments for PTSD and TBI.

AThose of wus who are
demic gripping our service members and veterans
have to pivot in our thinking and approaches to these
i ssues, 0 Cook said.
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