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Why America cares about Israel’s security

Alan W. Dowd | December 12, 2023 Even if Hamas on Oct. 7 had limited its attacks to Is-
raeli citizens, America T a s civilizati ol

sponder and last line of defensei would have been
obliged to fAcar.cButtemedlitytio r
overlooked by too many i is that Oct. 7 is not just the

worst massacre of Jews since the Holocaust, not just
the worst terrorist attack
ranks among the worst terrorist attacks against Amer-

ica. On Oct. 7, Hamas hordes murdered 33 Americans

and took captive another 13 Americans. That alone
provides a thundering answe
care?0 question.

4 And as the history books remind us, that alone has of-

Destruction of the Palestine Tower in Gaza following an Israeli air- ten been enough to trigger and justify U.S. military in- _
strike, October 2023 tervention: Consider Amer i c

napping of lon Perdicaris in 1904, the military opera-
As Israel continues the arduous, necessary work of up-  tion to free the hostages held by Iran in 1980, the ra-

rooting the machinery, infrastructure and high com- tionale for the U.S. invasion of Grenadain 1983,
mand of Hamas i with U.S. military assets and aid  the hunt for the Achille Lauro terrorists in 1985, the
backing | s riaenle&rs wandefing abbus  unleashing of U.S. commandoes to rescue Americans
A me r ircleg éasllenging Ame r i scppdtdor Is- held hostage byjihadists, pirates and terror-

rael, and asking the ageold question that arises every ists throughout the 2000s i and to eliminate many of
ti me faraway crises rouse thosgpeeniesads attention: i Why
should we care?b9o
Moreover, Israel was midwifed into existence in 1948

l'tdés a fair question, and thankein eosmall meagueedodimeripas wsolyve and

leadership. Ever since, the United States has back-
oremost, Am®mipeaod sseaelbptpecyrity i
6s secur i tiyl9732012and2023). If Hamasand its patrons

Security Fir st and f

linked to | srael

in Tehran were to have their way, Israel would be
|l srael is Americads onl y deasases.cNotzonly wouldthat ge ajcrimezagaingt hug e r o
neighborhood and strategically important part of the manity; to sit on the sidelines while Israel is mutilated
world. Israel is home to a key U.S. missilede- and murdered would render
fensebase, st ands as Ammgerinms-0si O6gb&&st and under mine Amer
sile-defense development, and serves as an important ~ ments around the world. Amer i cadés al | i al

ally in containing Iran and stunting | r an 6 s o u tcbrapatmanialized, but rather an interconnected web
clear-weapons program. As President Ronald Reagan  of relationships.

observed, l srael is fAan integral part of the free wo
€ Both a secure state of | srael and a stable MideasHt
peace are essential to our national interests. o
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/stuxnet-was-work-of-us-and-israeli-experts-officials-say/2012/06/01/gJQAlnEy6U_story.html
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https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-perdicaris-affair
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https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/palestinian-terrorists-hijack-an-italian-cruise-ship
https://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/james-foley-us-military-launched-secret-rescue-operation/story?id=25060796
https://www.wired.com/2012/10/navy-seals-pirates/
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-special-forces-operation-frees-somalia-hostages--138035338/151103.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-special-forces-operation-frees-somalia-hostages--138035338/151103.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-special-forces-operation-frees-somalia-hostages--138035338/151103.html
https://news.yahoo.com/conspiracy-is-hard-inside-the-trump-administrations-secret-plan-to-kill-qassem-soleimani-090058817.html?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANjdPsOcq24s73387l3I7sHbvZnbwswyOHE_Nl1CTlqqIcQTLWJISEjq03HYC7RIiLrSnk6XCDCBLTJiSMfypJYtdtcssn6reWjEe49xumgGj0S7l2mLDHaDeN7Yit7u2nGUqYdTIEhk95C2P4xmefIfRgVuEmkHbwuxxNuZbl4_&guccounter=2
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/creation-israel
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/creation-israel
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/article/1298nickel/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/senate-resolution-supporting-israel-s-right-to-self-defense-november-2012
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3553040/us-flowing-military-supplies-to-israel-as-country-battles-hamas-terrorists/
https://embassies.gov.il/holysee/AboutIsrael/the-middle-east/Pages/The%20Hamas-Covenant.aspx
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National Commander

A moving visit to Pearl Harbor
December 12, 2023

Hello again, American Legion Family,

This message may be a little later this month then in
the past; that is because | wanted to write this after
coming back from our Pearl Harbor trip with your Le-
gion Family leadership. | was so honored to represent
the Sons of The American Legion and to travel daily
with Commander Seehafer and President Williamson.
| was also honored to start the trip by carrying on a
tradition of placing 2,390 flags at the Pearl Harbor
memorial park with many who showed up at 8 a.m. on
a Sunday morning to take part in Flying Flags for He-
roes.

And placing a wreath on
0 the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific &
with four other members
resenting Sons of The American Legion.

| joined Commander Seehafer, PresidentWilliamson,
and members of our D.C. office to visit the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA), as we were
briefed on just how exactly unidentified bodies are
still being searched for and how work continues on
identifying the remains of many that have been dis-
covered. There is amazing work still happening to
make sure our men and women and their families
someday have closure.

What an honor to be with our leadership at Pearl Har-
bor on Dec. 7 at the ceremonies to honor all that were
there and sacrificed, and the ones that survived that
day that will live in infamy . To be able to see the me-
morial of the Arizona at daybreak, and board the Mis-
souri as Legion Family. Words cannot describe the
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amount of emotions and respect | had to be there rep-
resenting our
vice. To go onboard the Arizona Memorial is such a
feeling and to know you are above the graves of so
many that made the ultimate sacrifice for our country .

| cannot thank the American Legion Family enough
for letting my wife Margie and | experience this all
while representing you.

| ask everyone this holiday season to pray for the fam-
ilies of all that never came home, remember they were
there to protect our freedom and were part of the
greatest generation.

Happy Holidays to you all, remember our men and
women serving our great country.

Representing More Than Me,

Donal d #i,N&ionall@ammlander
Sons of The American Legion

_REPRESENTING
More
___THAN ME___

Remembering the
Greatest Generation

C. Rolland Lattanner

C. Rolland Lattanner of Dublin,

age 100, died November 30,
2023. Born June 26, 1923 in Wil-
liams County Ohio, to the late
Blair and Mildred Bauer Lattan-

ner. His brother Victor preceded
him in death.

L He graduated in 1941 from Mont-
pelier H|gh School and become a partiiOf the Great-
est Generation.OHe enlisted in the U.S. Navy in early
1943 and served proudly aboard the U.S.S. Pollux in
the Atlantic and Southwestern Pacific for 38 months

organi zat i omafiratclass Peity Officeandf at her 6 s

in World War II. He was discharged in April, 1946 as

Thanks to his government he entered Ohio Univer-
sity under the GI Bill and graduated in June, 1949.
While at O.U. he met his future and beautiful wife,

Joy Gears in the Wesley Foundation of the Athens
Methodist Church . Upon graduation he was hired by
the Farm Bureau Insurance Companies later to be-
come Nationwide. Here he was employed for 39
years and retired in 1988 from the Nationwide Life

Insurance Company asan Accounting Division Man-

ager.

He and Joy were married March 4, 1951 in Athens
He was recalled by the U.S. Navy in April, 1951 in the
Korean conflict and serv
flagship, the U.S.S. Adirondack in the NATO Naval
forces in the Mediterranean for 17 months.

Joy and Rollie lived in the Dublin, Ohio area for 53
years. Rollie was active in Dublin High School sports
organizations. He served as Scout Master for the Boy
Scout Troop 185 and took fourteen scouts to the
Philmont Scout Ranch in NM in 1970. He and Joy
were active members of Linworth United Methodist
Church since 1952 He served as Youth Leader, Lay
Leader, Chairman of the Official Board, and Special
Gifts Chairman. He also was an active Mason for 61
years. He was a member and Past Master of the New
England Lodge No. 4 in Worthington, Ohio. He
served The Grand Lodge of Ohio as District Educa-
tion Office, District Deputy Grand Master and as
Grand Master in 1984. He belonged to several ap-
pendant bodies and enjoyed working in the 14th, 21st
and 29th degrees in the Scottish Rite and was a 33rd
Degree Mason.

Joy and Rollie were blessed with three wonderful
children and their pride and joy i seven grandchil-
dren and a greatgrandchild. Joy preceded him in
death in 2012. He leaves his children Eric (Betsy)
Lattanner, Lori (Vincent) McGuire, Lynn (Knox)

Brown and grandchildren, Andrew (Lizzi) and Micah

Lattanner, Leah (Cooper) Caillier, Zachary (McKin-
zie) and Brian McGuire, Kira and Addie Brown; a
great-granddaughter, Sally Blair; nieces, nephews,
and other relatives.

In lieu of flowers family suggests donations in Rol-
|l ieds namélLadyéeést@Gear ilty
lexia Centers or Linworth Methodist Legacy Fund for
Missions.
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A celebration of life will be held January 13th at Lin-
worth United Methodist Church at 11:00 AM visita-
tion will be before the service.

www.orwoodyard.com

From the Editor

Please make sure to sign up forThe Millennium, the
organi zationds new
structions for how to sign -up appear later in this issue.
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible

RENEW TODAY!

Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

click a button below for more information

EMBLEM

VRABEL
SICIRIE[2]4

Central Region Extravaganza
Columbus, Ohio
Apel5-7,2024

Robert L. Bristo

Central National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Second Wednesday Quarterly
September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802

ABELIEVE !0 fiMay you never be too old to
search the skies on Christmas Eve! 0

Belief is a funny thing when you stop to think about
it. Believing is the foundation of almost all of the

world's religions, meditation and positive personal re-

inforcement are based on a belief process, and in

every medical trial, a percentage of those that received
a placeboas part of the testing process, get better with
no drug controlling the result. AiWhat the Mind be-
lieves, the body will follow. 0

If you Dream it, and Believe it, you will achieve
it!

| believe in the mission and the message of the

nat i on apns Mb Ahe hAmgrican eLgaion,e t ang rl. be-

lieve in each and every one of you! Together as
the Legion Family we achievegreat things each and
every year. Now in our 91st year we too have a
legacy of service on which to stand pointing to

what we have and what we will continue to
achieve for decades to come! | urge each and
every one of you to continue your Buddy Checks, to
keep calling those members that have not yet renewed
their 2023 -2024 membership. Continue to push the
Individual Recruitment Awards (I have now received
6, these IRA pins will be mailed out soon!) and the
Blue Brigade Recruitment Award!

flf you Believe it, you will Achieve it! 0
Now for our numbers...

The Central Region is still currently in third place na-
tionally with numbers of 58.62% . A move up of
3.69%. Seven of our eight detachments met and ex-
ceededthe December 13th 45% target goal.In fact, 45
detachments nationwide did the same.

The Detachment of Kentucky had the biggest climb
since our fiPearl Harbor o' report with a jump of
7.34%. They were followed by Ohio with an increase
of 4.46%. We had four detachments in the fiThrees ,0
lllinois, Michigan, Indiana, and Wisconsin moved up

3.98%, 3.77%, 3.51%, and 3.11% respectivel\Minne-

sota gained 1.76% and West Virginia had a small gain

of .50%

American novelist, poet, author, and illustrator Rich-
elle Goodrich has this to say on belief..0 You may be
the only person left that believes in you, but it
is enough. It takes just one star to pierce a uni-
verse of darkness.  Never give up! 0

and

For the Commander,n Bel i ev e

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman

O6m t he ONE, Youobdbre t he
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https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
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John R. Cook Linwood A. Moore

Northeast National Vice-Commander Southeast National Vice-Commander
REGIONAL BUSINESSIEETING REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRDWednesday Quarterly First Wednesday Quarterly

September20, 2023 | December20, 2023 September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 202 4 March 26 2024 | June 5, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern| Join Zoom Meeting 8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting

(877) 853 5257 (877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode:469 153 Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

James R. Fischer
Western National Vice-Commander
REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING

THIRD Wednesday Quarterly

I f youdre veteran i mneccontastthe or
September 20, 2023 I December 20, 2023 Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support Dial 988
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024 then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chator text
838255.

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

What ds up Westside!

You are all rocking and rolling, juking, and jiving and
keep membership going strong.

iOne Team, On e H&ao,a0ne Soudn e
Be the Onel! o

Respectfully For God and Country,

Tony Gladden Facebook photo

Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman ) ) )
New Jersey Legionnaire sharing

p Be the One mission with co  -workers
Terl'y A. Harrls The American Legion | December 11, 2023

Midwest National Vice-Commander

Growing up in the 1970s, New Jersey Legionnaire An-

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING thony ATonyodo Gladden r ememt

Fourth Wednesday Quarterly etnam veterans and watching their struggles. That 6 s

September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023 why heds so passionate ab
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024 g i o Redhs Onemission to reduce veteran suicide by

eliminating the stigma attached to asking for mental
health assistance.

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257 And heods sharing that missi
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685
A past department vice commander and current De-
partment Executive Committeeman, Gladden retired
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260735/betheone.org

from the U.S. Air Force and now works as acontractor

for the Army Reserve at Fort Dix, and has been wear-
ing red on Fridays as a part Remember Everybody De-
ployed. But recently, he began urging his coworkers

to do the samei while adding a Be the One compo-
nent to the day.

The result: the majority of his co-workers i most of
whom are veteransi are now wearing red on Fridays
while also learning about Be the One The latter reso-
nates with him after watching other veterans struggle
when Gladden was growing up.

AWhen you had struggl es,
Gladden, a member of McKaig-Test-Mullen American
Legion Post 455 New Egypt New Jersey fi |
as a kid, we knew Vietnam veterans, and when they

actedcrazyweirdi and | é6m using

we 6d s ay wdreddamingtolueay and we
from them.

AThereds no way that
time in the military
traumatic stress. From Day 1 when you get to basic
training and you have

thrown into the deep end of the pool, stripped down
and built back up. That 6s stressful
with you. o

Bringing his co-workers into the Be the One mix
started when Gladden looked at the December calen-
dar and realized that Dec. 1 was a Friday On the first
day of every month, American Legion Resolution
13urges Legion Family members to wear a Be the One
item to show their commitment to reducing the
stigma around mental health issues among veterans
and servicemembers, and to start a conversa-
tion about what Be the One is and how to save the life
of a veteran.

AfWebre all owed to dress
been able to wear anything (Be the One) on the first of
the month until af t.dirl
at the calendar ¢é and
6Hey, why donodt you guys

when everybody came in wearing red, | started talking
to them about veteran suicide, Be the One and all that
kind of good stuff.o
Gladden said his coworkers know how involved with
The American Legion that he is outside of the office.
Wi thout being pushy, heos
the Legion does and the services it offers to veterans,
including filing benefits claims.

any onhee rwehtos stpreenti rafnyr mantoiumn

down ﬂd/(

W oorokk,ead Gl adde

baSIWZZIr/@W(J—%/ﬁ

AfiA couple of them are membe
couple of them are talking about becoming members.

I invite them to come out v
Gladden said. M And now, their eyes
opened about what our missi
ing. o

Gladden said he felt a need to educate his cevorkers
onBetheOneaswell iThi s i s one.
Veteran suicide touches us all in one way, shape or
form, o.Mk Baddone of my for
bers die by suicide). | felt bad that he died by suicide,

but my thing was how were there all these people

of

yaoruo (kredp th iimh whoo ydoiudrnséetl fh,aov es a

he was going through a struggle.

remember

iThat 6s .rhgeal withia bugch of people who

i h alove theemilitary al kKind af want taimake sure that they

umalreraway d
ryoneds got
that are out of character.

that part .éEvet hat
s 0 me 0 We seeé things h e
So, ask the questions, and

tol at

doesnhtems t hfeetheds pmeée heypeaeefledos

s 0 meGladden, who hag multiple Amarican Legionynationalg e t

committee assignments, is proud his organization has
madastethmirtg thatide obvetéran kugcides a national
priority.

Al 6m very happy The Ameri ca
the mistakes that were made
there are issues out there, and we need to make people

awar e it ods not somet hing t
iThereds no shametdos ghoate gl
helptheyneed They answer ed tlhéemne
very happy wedre taking thi

jbd tﬁ 9‘(/}' hadnot

sai
d|d i s [ sai

/ﬁﬂW@ And

Juan Cruz Rodriquez, Department of Puerto Rico

made them aware of what

6 | BETEONE

| Round-Up



https://archive.legion.org/node/15017
https://archive.legion.org/node/15017

National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information
subject to change.

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey, Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19, 2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

Century Committee

Joe Gladden, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11, 2024 | August 13, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph Lohman, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024
May 13, 2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

Finance Commission

William G. Hill, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
Apl’i| 10, 224 I JU|y ]8, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

*x Kk Kk
GDD BLESS

AMERICA
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

Member Training &
Development
Committee

Michael Cotton, Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

Membership &
Squadron Activities
Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Legion Flag & Emblem.

12/13/23
380,236

2023 SAL Membership Stats
Total Actual Membership
Percentage of Goal 103.38
Renewal Percentage 89.26
Quota Detachments 45

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
TARGET DATE MEMO

December 14, 2023

TO: National Officers, Detachment Commanders & Adjutants
FROM: Anthony W. Wright (PA), National Adjutant
SUBJECT: 45% - Membership Target Date

“CONGRATULATIONS”

Thank you for all your efforts so far this membership year. Our standings as of our
45% membership target date (12-13-2023) are posted below:

2024 Membership Goal: 382,111

Total Membership: 217,329

Percentage of Goal: 56.88%

Renewal Percentage: 51.39%

Detachments making Goal: 51
Alabama | Delaware | Illinois Maryland | Nebraska Ohio g:kl::?a Wisconsin
Alaska D.C. Indiana | Massachusetts | Nevada Oklahoma Tennessee | Wyoming
Arizona Florida lowa Michigan ' New o Oregon Texas
Arkansas France Kansas Minnesota New Pennsylvania Utah

Jersey

California Georgia | Kentucky Mississippi New York | Puerto Rico Vermont

Colorado Hawaii Latin Missouri North Rhode Island Virginia
America Carolina
. - North South .
Connecticut | Idaho | Louisiana Montana Dakota Carolina Washington
GREAT JOB!
L

The remaining detachments should achieve this membership goal soon!
NEXT SCHEDULED RENEWAL NOTICE MAILED: March 25 - 29, 2024 (2 of 3)
NEXT MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATE: January 18, 2024 (60%)

RENEWAL IS THE KEY TO MEMBERSHIP SUCCESS
MEMBERSHIP IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

2024 IS NOW
SONS OF THE

==AMERICAN

LEGION

RENEW TODAY!!!
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch”  where you will be directed to www.myl-
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.

Make sure you’re subscribed
to The Millennium

Don’t miss out on any of the news from the Sons of The
American Legion and the Legion Family. To receive the
monthly national SAL enewsletter, go to Le-
gion.org/Newsletters and log in to subscribe. You'll
need your Mylegion account to do so; that gives you
access to not only the SAL e-newsletter, but the national
American Legion e-newsletters, the Digital Dispatch,
membership discounts and much more!

Mylegion.org accounts are to be registered with the
email address on your individual membership record
that National Headquarters has on file. Registering
with an email not listed as your primary email will not
provide access to membership details, leadership re-
sources or permissions.

To register an account

1. Go to Mylegion.org

2. Click “Register” in the upper righthand corner

3. Enter your email in the Register window and click
Next. A Verify Account window opens. Leave this
page open. Go to your email and retrieve the OTP
(One Time Password).

4. Enter the OTP and click Verify.

5. Click Next and you will be logged in.

6. Go to My Account to view membership details.

OPTIN/OUT
am interested in receiving information on the following topics
Flag & Emblem

Flag & Emblem Merchandise Offers Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME: jeffurabels »

Media

Commander’s Message Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME: jeffurabels.

Digital Dispatch Del
Dugout Delive
FlagAlert Deliver To: |EMAIL-HOME jeffvrabels v

MAIL-HOME: jefferabels »

Legion Riders Deliver To: |

Online Update Deliver To:

SAL Commander's Message Deliver To: | E¥AI-

Sons of The American Legion Deliver To

MAIL

Tango Alpha Lima Podcast Deliver Tc

Training in the American Legion Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME: jsffuratels »

Membership
L-HOME: jeffurabels «

Join Deliver To: | ¥M4

Renew Deliver To: M4

Thank You Thursday Deliver To: | EM

Giving Opportunities Deliver To: | EMAIL-HOME jeffurabels ~

Once you are an account holder
and have clicked the boxes to re-
ceive email from national head-
guarters, you will receive an email
with a picture like this in it. Just
click it and it will take you to the
latest edition of The Millennium.

CE&SK IMILLENNIUM

&1

NEW SAL NEWSLETTER
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
http://www.mylegion.org/
https://msgfocus.com/files/amf_american_legion/workspace_1/December_1023.pdf

Hamas vowst o Afobliterateod. Tbemoc
ward that end, a thousand Hamas terrorists laid siege

to Israel on Oct. 7. Similarly, Hezbollah, which bom-

bards Israeli civilians with rocket and mortar at-

tacks, envisions taking over Israel. Yemen-based
Houthi rebels have attacked Israel and U.S. Navy ves-

sels.

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12,2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

Russiaarms Hezbollah, is trying to erase democratic
Ukraine, occupies parts of democratic Georgia, and
props up tyrants in Syria, Nicaragua and Venezuela.

China ships Russiadual-use dronesto wage war
against democratic Ukraine, runs interference for Ha-

mas in cyberspaceand in diplomatic circles, threatens

to seize democratic Taiwan, uses military exercises to
effectively blockade democratic Taiwan, hasat-
tacked democratic India, bullies the Philippines de-
mocracy, bol sters North Kor
keeps Tehranbds tyr aifdiyesadf | o
credit.

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824

VA disability rates increase
in January

Iran uses some of that credit to bankroll Ha-

mas and Hezbollah, arms militia that attack U.S. fa-

cilities, targets U.S. personnel andbases harbors al-

Qai daods |l eader , a n dkamiagal i p S
dronesthat are being used against democratic
Ukraine.

G | Veterans will see new VA
= disability pay rates, based

- on Costof-Living Adjust-
ment (COLA) increases on
the first business day of the
new year.

Vermont

Avenue NW
N

|

i

The COLA yearover-year increase is 3.2%, the Social
Security Administration announced on Oct. 12. It was
finalized on Dec. 1.

VA has updated information on its website. The
charts are designed to help recipients determine eligi-
bility and anticipate the expected monthly payout for
their approved VA disability claims, based on the
COLA estimate.

Veterans are encouraged toreview this information to
assess their individual situations accurately.

ISRAEL continued from  page 1

North Korea, too, is sending arms to help Russia wage
an unprovoked war of aggression against democratic
Ukraine. North Korean weaponshave found their way
to Hamas. And Pyongyang is helping Tehran expand
its missile capabilities.

See a patterr? As Secretary of State Antony
Blinken observes AFor our
ornon-st ates, this is all

America and the rest of the free world must see the
situation in the same light.

Humanity Hamasorderedi t s henchmen

adversari
one

the highest l evel of human
As President Joe Biden noted after the Hamasmassa- | ndi vi dual s as possible. o |

cre, fAWe know that our al alyt@dgtedelrdentary8enyols,&urnsidpeople alive) -
portantly, our adversaries and competitors are watch- raped women, bludgeoned parents in front of their
ing. o children, executed and dismembered babies carried

out unspeakabletorture , dragged innocents into cap-

Those adversariesi tyrant regimes such as Chinaand tivity, and used Israeli and Palestinian civilians as hu-

Russia, terrorist tyrannies such as Iran and North Ko- man shields.

rea, stateless terror groups such as Hamas, Hezbollah,

the Houthis, and al-Qaidai are taking deadly aim at These ar e ficri mes agai nst |
the free world. fense Forces (I DF) gener al

probl em. 0

10 | BETEONE | Round -Up



https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://www.va.gov/disability/compensation-rates/veteran-rates/
https://embassies.gov.il/holysee/AboutIsrael/the-middle-east/Pages/The%20Hamas-Covenant.aspx
https://www.timesofisrael.com/nasrallah-hezbollah-will-enter-occupied-palestine-with-improved-intelligence/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-deploys-missile-boats-red-sea-regional-tensions-surge-2023-11-01/
https://news.usni.org/2016/10/11/uss-mason-fired-3-missiles-to-defend-from-yemen-cruise-missiles-attack
https://news.usni.org/2016/10/11/uss-mason-fired-3-missiles-to-defend-from-yemen-cruise-missiles-attack
https://www.thedailybeast.com/russia-is-arming-hezbollah-say-two-of-the-groups-field-commanders
https://www.aei.org/research-products/one-pager/coalition-against-democracy/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/03/technology/israel-hamas-information-war.html
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-chinese-statements-hamas-israel-conflict
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/16/india-says-soldiers-killed-on-disputed-himalayan-border-with-china
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/16/india-says-soldiers-killed-on-disputed-himalayan-border-with-china
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/philippines-say-chinese-ship-rammed-vessels-in-disputed-waters
https://thediplomat.com/2023/10/israel-iran-and-china-put-to-the-test/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/10/israel-iran-and-china-put-to-the-test/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/10/09/iran-support-hamas-training-weapons-israel/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/10/09/iran-support-hamas-training-weapons-israel/
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Outlaw-Regime-2020-A-Chronicle-of-Irans-Destabilizing-Activity.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/iran-missile-attack-erbil-iraq-us-consulate-7a4ea6281fe6191a4e4b640c58c7fd49
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2019/04/04/iran-killed-more-us-troops-in-iraq-than-previously-known-pentagon-says/
https://apnews.com/article/iran-threatens-us-army-post-top-general-1285df40348182e1b74dc403607c5928
https://www.voanews.com/a/new-al-qaida-leader-commanding-from-iran-/6962758.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/recovered-debris-proof-russia-using-iran-made-shahed-drones-rcna98245
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/recovered-debris-proof-russia-using-iran-made-shahed-drones-rcna98245
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-russia-us-munitions-ukraine-war-7091eaba254b680888a9b1ec8a68135f
https://www.aei.org/research-products/one-pager/coalition-against-democracy/
https://www.rferl.org/a/un-report-says-iran-and-north-korea-resumed-missile-cooperation/31093315.html
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/11/05/the-gaza-war-has-deepened-joe-bidens-iran-nightmare?utm_content=article-link-1&etear=nl_sunday_today_1&utm_campaign=a.the-economist-sunday-today&utm_medium=email.internal-newsletter.np&utm_source=salesforce-marketing-cloud&utm_term=11/5/2023&utm_id=1806014
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-fighters-orders-kill-as-many-people-as-possible-2a6abff8
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/investigations/top-secret-hamas-documents-show-terrorists-intentionally-targeted-elem-rcna120310
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/israel-palestinians-kibbutz-attack/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/10/middleeast/israel-kibbutzim-kfar-aza-beeri-urim-hamas-attack-intl/index.html
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-769339

Indeed, our humanity demands our involvement and
our support for the victims . If America responds and
caresabout the world only when our interests are af-
fected, we cease to be America (The noble cause of

requires America and its allies projecting power into
dangerous neighborhoods, defending borders and the
principle of sovereignty, promoting norms of behav-
ior, ensuring freedom of the seas, and fighting terror-

Palestinian statehood i sn@smamspinagyny mous with the vile
Hamas cause of destroying Israel Recognizing that,
too, is part of our humanity.) By moving U.S. military assets into the region after

Oct. 7, rushing military assistance to Israel and sup-
The notion that, once upon a time, America disre- porting | srael 6s idefamser then t
garded humanitarian concerns and focused solely on United States is not only promoting regional and in-
self-interest is fiction. Respondi ng t o Stperaatiomad Kabiliyr. it is smothering a wider war and
mistreatment of the Cuban people, President William preventing a tinderbox from igniting . In 2023, as
McKinley in 1898 calledon Congr ess i nin 19743 éhatis aery smech imthe interests of the United
humanity é to put an end Statesitandthe mtarests afrall peadple &f goodwyill. 0 o d -
shed, starvation and horrible miseries.o In stingin
words that are as apt tod®&uyblisledrepprisendi bat ar Maesd,i nigk O r

no answer to say this is all in another country, belong-
ing to another nation, and is therefore none of our

messages to Hezbollah and Iran through third parties,
warning them not to interve

business, 0 adding that At hbeenlreinforged bydJiScntiliaty ;usscleo f humani t
compel action.

9 Literally within hours of the Iran-backed Hamas
Foll owing McKinleyos | ead, &ayeoblsrable Wdshingtbnesend ther USSGR@ld -
seveltt ar g u e dbloaledandifiesehce i ¢ o | oR. Ford carrier strike group to the Eastern Medi-
the misery of Evkeae whpnefsad tedamean. Amother carrier strike group led by the
terest s are not greatly i nvasSIDwight D. Bisenhoter goinedrtre drord floh er e
times to act fAin thariget er e sk, bafdie steamingthroughythe Sdez Canal and

The McKinley-Roosevelt era is not an aberration. Of

the 300-plus U.S. military interventions since 1798, at
least 35 fall under the umbrella of humanitarian inter-
vention. The Berlin Airlift was a humanitarian mis-
sion, as was the operation
the Gulf War, as was the operation to protect food de-
liveries in Somalia, as was the intervention to bring an

end to ethno-religious warfare in the Balkans. The list
goes on and on: helping Indonesia (2004) and Japan
(1923 and 2017) after biblical -scale disasters, prevent-

ing Muammar Qaddafi from exterminating his sub-
jects, rescuing lraqbs Yazi
(ISIS). Many of these had strategic as well as human-
itarian implications . The Berlin Airlift rescued a city

from starvation and tyranny i and dealt a humiliating

blow to Stalin. Helping the Kurds limited Saddam

T

Hussei nGsandedohr ged what-6s
old military partnership . Ending Slobodan Milose-

vicboés campaign of et hinancc c |
stabilized NATOG6s doorstep.

Stability Speaking of stability, Hamas, Hezbollah,
and their puppet masters in Tehran are sources of vi-
olent instability . That instability undermines U.S. in-

terests.

History teaches that securing U.S. interestsi one of
which is undeniably maintaining some semblance of
global stabilty T doesnodt happen

Itwi t hout

the Red Sea tofocus onwaters closer to Iran. Brit-
ish, French and ltalian ships have joined the U.S.
deterrence armada.

Washington dispatched amphibious assault and
docking ships USSBataan, USSMesa Verde and

tuss QartePHalk ic dlonglwithat@ ¢esh Mérthe Fks  a f
peditionary Unit T to the region.

Washington sent t he -adt h F
control ship USSMount Whitney to the region.
Underscoring Americads re

calation on the part of the Iran -Hamas-Hezbollah-

Houthi axis, the Pentagon let it be known that Vice

/diin.Sthorhds BfBe, dofiSandér ®flthd 6 Feet, St a !

is aboard Mount Whitney . Translation: In the

event of additional U.S. intervention, there will be

a steelstrong chain of command. (The phrase

Afadditional U.S. intervent
NaQs¥ts Have IR &P éh§afed the enemyOperat-

ing somewhere in the Red Sea, USEarney inter-

@A Hisshed tar§efing Bel firdd Hylfnian -

backed Houthi forces.)

The Pentagondispatched a team of military advis-

ers led by Marine Corps Lt. Gen. James Glynn

(who fought in Fallujah and later commanded

special-operations units in the anti -ISIS to assist

the IDF. And Washington rushed Joint Direct At-

tack Munitions, 155mm artillery rounds, missile -

intercept systems and other ammunition to the

effort
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https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/message-congress-requesting-declaration-war-with-spain
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/natsec/R42738.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/us-aircraft-carriers-rush-aid-tsunami-zone
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/dam/museums/nmusn/Pamphlets/1923-Kanto-Earthquake/NMUSN_United%20States%20Navy%20Response%20to%20the%201923%20Kanto%20Earthquake.pdf
https://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/incidents/pdfs/tomodachi.pdf
https://millercenter.org/president/nixon/foreign-affairs
https://www.axios.com/2023/10/17/israel-news-us-military-hezbollah-attacks
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-fighters-trained-in-iran-before-oct-7-attacks-e2a8dbb9
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-fighters-trained-in-iran-before-oct-7-attacks-e2a8dbb9
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3564874/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-steps-to-increase-for/
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3564874/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-steps-to-increase-for/
https://news.usni.org/2023/10/23/uss-dwight-d-eisenhower-midway-across-atlantic-en-route-to-the-middle-east
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2023/10/13/britain-sends-spy-planes-ships-to-mediterranean-amid-israel-hamas-war/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2023/10/13/britain-sends-spy-planes-ships-to-mediterranean-amid-israel-hamas-war/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2023/10/france-deploys-one-lhd-two-frigates-to-the-eastern-mediterranean/
https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2023-11-04/eisenhower-ford-navy-middle-east-mediterranean-11932483.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2023/10/16/marine-corps-expeditionary-unit-en-route-waters-off-israel-defense-official-says.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2023/10/16/marine-corps-expeditionary-unit-en-route-waters-off-israel-defense-official-says.html
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2023/10/18/uss-mount-whitney-heading-to-eastern-mediterranean/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2023/10/18/uss-mount-whitney-heading-to-eastern-mediterranean/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2023/10/18/uss-mount-whitney-and-three-star-admiral-headed-mediterranean-aid-support-of-israel-amid-military.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2023/10/18/uss-mount-whitney-and-three-star-admiral-headed-mediterranean-aid-support-of-israel-amid-military.html
https://news.usni.org/2023/10/19/u-s-destroyer-used-sm-2s-to-down-3-land-attack-missiles-launched-from-yemen-says-pentagon
https://news.usni.org/2023/10/19/u-s-destroyer-used-sm-2s-to-down-3-land-attack-missiles-launched-from-yemen-says-pentagon
https://apnews.com/article/israel-military-iran-navy-gaza-1a906598be5baccc614897768b1824a8
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2023/10/20/biden-asks-congress-for-israel-ukraine-aid-in-giant-defense-package/

IDF, with $14.3 billion more in military aid on the
way.

Resolution 1 calls on Congress to:

1 The Pentagondeployed an undisclosed number of 1 Pass legislation that restores criminal penalties for
F-15E fighter-bombers, A-10 ground-attack people or companies violating VA rules regarding
bombers and 16 fighter-bombers to undisclosed representing or charging veterans fees to file, pre-
bases in the Middle East. pare or prosecute initial VA claims without VA ac-
1 The Pentagonannounced that an Ohio-class sub- creditation.
marine armed with 154 land-attack cruise missiles 1 Oppose legislation that would allow unaccredited
recently arrived in the U.S. Central Command area parties to become legal representatives without
of responsibility. Rarely does the Navy publicize completing the accreditation process.
the movement of its submarines. But when this
one surfaced in | ranods neeregrk tvo billsperdihg in Qorigess felated todahe
gon released aphoto and delivered a not-so-subtle issue, the Governing Unaccredited Representatives
signal to I ran: Donoét t rDefraudiog (BUARD VA Beeefits Actiarsd tha RLWS f u r
ther. (Preserving Lawful Utilization of Services for Veter-
ans) Act.
The president ordered Americads military to carry out
these tasks in the wake of Oct. 7 not to wage war or The American Legion supports the GUARD Act. The
bomb our enemies or go looking for problems, but ra- legislation would reinstate criminal penalties for un-
ther to contain a war, to deter our enemies and to ad- accredited claim representatives who charge unau-
dress a problem before it exploded into something far thorized fees while assisting veterans with filing a VA
worse. Ameri cadbs military has dbabildyclaiml ayi ng this stabi -
lizing role for many decades i in West Berlin and
South Korea, in Kosovo and Kuwait, in Eastern Eu- Conversely, the PLUS Act would force VA to recognize
rope and the South China Sea, in the autumn of 1973  applicants for accreditation automatically after 90
and the autumn of 2023. days, even if they fail to meet VA standards This leg-
islation also calls for a fee cap of $12,500 to be paid by
NEC clarifies, reaffirms Legion the veteran.
supportforGUARDAct AOur national commander mad

The American Legion | December 12, 2023

The American Legion National Executive Committee
passeda new resolution reiterating its support for pe-
nalizing unaccredited companies that charge veterans
for benefits claims assistance during a special meeting
on Dec. 12.

Prior to the NEC vote, American Legion Veterans Af-
fairs & Rehabilitation Commission Chairman Autrey
James

expl ained whatodos at
Right now, there are more
than 100 unaccredited
claims compani
profiting millions of dol-
lars from veterans under

‘ the guise of legitimate pro-
fessmnals Some veterans are being taken advantage
of while others are

he said.

These companies charge veterans for assistance with
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits claims
that The American Legion provides at no cost to any
veteran.

content

pose the PLUS Actd in September when a letter of
opposition was sent to Congress, in October during his
visits on Capitol Hill, and again last month in his pub-
| i shed Commandeér damklsssaid.

After the vote, American Legion National Commander
Dan Seehafer said, nour

very important . Our position is now crystal clear to all
unaccredited firms wishing to exploit veterans, and

tshtaatkei.s’ not on our watch! o

age

With the current congressional term concluding soon,
it is likely the legislation will be a focal point for the

REYSERSION- | e gal |y

AiYour work today
t hat I deliver to
concluding his remarks.

t ¢ MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES DECEMBER 31

&> REVEW
X ToDay!!

Don't lef the Grinch steal your membership
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https://www.politico.com/news/2023/10/20/white-house-to-congress-we-want-106-billion-for-the-wars-and-the-border-00122704
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/f-15s-middle-east-usaf-hamas-israel-war/
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/us/2023-11-05/ohio-class-nuclear-submarine-central-command-11952476.html
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1721271207260033230
https://archive.legion.org/node/15266
https://www.legion.org/commander/260569/we-oppose-plus-act-because-we-stand-veterans
https://www.legion.org/commander/260569/we-oppose-plus-act-because-we-stand-veterans

Veterans Employment
& Education
Commission

Jim Coates, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023
February 15, 2024 | April 18, 2024
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060

Task Force Movement
building pillars

The American Legion | December 6, 2023

Just over a year and a half into its existence,Task
Force Movement (TFM) T the public-private initiative
started by the Biden-Harris administration in April
2022 to get the veteran-connected community certi-
fied and into job fields in dire need of personnel i has
already added a third area of emphasis:health care.

On Dec. 12, the TFM board will meet at the Washing-
ton, D.C., office of The American Legion. As a mem-
ber of the steering committee with a centrally located
facility, the Legion has hosted TFM meetings in the
past, as well as a reception for honored veteran truck-
ers last December.

o)
Honorable Patrick J. Murphy, chairman of the Task Force Move-
ment, speaks during the Taskforce Movement Credentialing Sum-

mit during The AlfdhrNationalrConkeatipn ab |
the Charlotte Convention Center in Charlotte, N.C., on Wednes-
day, August 30.

Jeric Wilhelmsen/The American Legion

n

Strengthening the national supply chain, which was
stretched to its limits during the COVID -19 crisis, was
a prime motivating factor in standing up the initiative,
which includes among its partners everything from
trucking companies to federal agencies, canmunity
colleges to the AFL-CIO, and more.

As well as updates on the first two areas of the initia-
tive i trucking and cybersecurity i and on the newest
health-care area, the board will discuss its fundraising
and philanthropic efforts, such as scholarships for
training and certification.

SONS OF THE
==AMERICAN

LEGION

Post 105 Family donates

to the homeless
Rusty Myers | December 10, 2023

PETER FRANCISCO PARK NEWARK, NJ i The
American Legion Post 105 Family of Belleville, NJ i
made up oft he Legi onods
Auxiliary (ALA) members, and Sons of the American
Legion (SAL) i spent a Sunday morning in December
handing out food, water, coats,and jackets, and treats
to the homeless behind Newark Penn Station A spe-
cial guest showed up as well handing out candy canes
€ Sant al!

Nfé38 minutes, and we hain
and it was A LOT of stuf f!
Steve Sangemino at t he sq

the next day.

Vinnie, serving as aVice-Commander of the Sons in
Belleville, has coordinated these type of events with
his wife Lisa for the past few years In the winter of
2023, they arranged two separate drop-offs of coats
and sandwiches to help out the homeless in Newark
This trip on the 10 of December they put together in
just a few days, in advance of the holidays.

Many of Newar kés homel ess
behind Newark Penn Station, in what is referred to as

i Down Nec k 0 éndtsdcton df Newark. o
Unfortunately , many of those hungry and homeless
are families with children.
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://taskforcemovement.org/
https://taskforcemovement.org/
https://www.legion.org/convention/260000/task-force-movement-adds-health-care-career-portal

The night before, Post, Unit, and Squadron members .
ias well as young auxiliar;
- made sandwiches and packed brown paper bags, and -
put together clothes to hand out. The goal was to drive

up to Peter Francisco Park with a few vehicles to dis-

tribute everything to folks who were there.

These trips go a very long way to show the American

As soon as theypulled up, Santa steps out of the truck L €91 0no Sf H co r_nmri tbm? rEd:rosstEszex conm
with a bag full of candy canes to hand out to the kids ~ COUNty. Some of thenew-in-the-bag jackets were do-

The line to meet fAThe Big ”?i%ﬂ}ffei“ Af“c?rif:%‘ee ion PestZglMontalait, plus .
diately. all of 'the food donated came from members who

R 7 wanted to help out. A true testament to our effort to
spread a little holiday cheer.

77777

774

l’lllllﬁ

7

iwWe had a good time down tF
we had to do, 6hairman Ferriole noted afterward.

< g\, Steven Cox is in Struthers.
» 4h - &2

Invited to the Ohio American Legion Post 15
Christmas Party. With Ohio Department
Commander Jason Rue , Auxiliary National Vice
Chairman CY Mindi Rue , Millennium Editor Jeff
Vrabel Sr., Ohio Detachment 2nd Vice Jeff
Vrabel Jr., and my wife Karen Rebar Cox.

Though the people in the park were undoubtedly go-

ing through some of the worst and hardest times in
their lives, they were all nothing but smiles 7 from the
children getting their candy canes and meeting Khris
Kringle, to the adsweettseatg et
Many of those who benefitted from the 115 sand-
wiches made and the clothes donated thanked the Le-
gion Family members with hugs and kissesi a truly
humbling sight.

ALA Unit 105 Chaplain Jackie Elsmore, attending her
first trip to feed and clothe the homeless with the Post,
noted aft er waawdesperat peopfe[thath e |
were down on their luck with the biggest smiles, grate-
ful hearts, and a true appreciation of human kindness.
In a sense, they helped me more than | helped themo Q Comment (O Send &> Share

Steven Cox is the Detachment of Pennsylvania Commander
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National Riders chairman urges

support for VCF in new video
The American Legion | December 11, 2023

Ma

During | ast
Executive Committee
Spring Meetings, it was an-
nounced that The American Legion Legacy Scholar-
ship Fund has reached a point where it can sustain it-
self through the foreseeable future. After discussions
with leadership of the American Legion Riders i
which has made raising money for the Legacy Fund its
primary mission via the annual American Legion Leg-
acy Runi it was determined that starting in 2024, the
annual charity motorcycle ride wiill be fundraising for
The American Legion Veterans & Children Founda-
tion (VCF).

WATCH ON (3 YouTube

Earlier this fall, National American Legion Riders
Chairman Mark Clark, who also serves as chiefroad
captain for the Legacy Run, sat down to talk about the

switch to fundraising for
critical mission.
AThe American Legion Rider

the priorities of the national leadership . Our national
leadership has come to us and asked us to support the

==AMERICAN

LEGION
AUXILIARY

AUXILIARY

Lisa Williamson,
National President

The American Legion Auxiliary
onal

=
ﬁi"@

Bracelet to Benefit the Children’s Welfare Foundation (C.W.F)

Kenna Shadle a Junior American Legion Auxiliary member of Unit 131 and daughter of
Sons of the American Legion District 16 Commander Dave Shadle, wanted to do something
special to help raise money for CW.F, the Number 1 fundraiser project that the Sons of the
American Legion has spearheaded for the past several years.

She is crafting these wonderful bracelets and selling them for $5.00 each and all

proceeds are going to CW.F!!! She has set a Goal to raise $1,000 by January’s D.E.C.

She is excited about the project and is working making them ever night and the colors of
the bracelet is the American Legion’s colors Blue/Yellow and are stretchable and easy to slip on
and off to wear and to show our pride and strength in our mission for this great cause!

Let’s RALLY together and get behind her to make her mission as well as ours a GREAT

SUCCESS & BUY your bracelet(s) today so that she can reach her goal by the DEADLINE! on 6

¢

m

Veterans & Children Found he

videoo nThi s is a foundation ¢

foundati on for ho pe. 0 And If you have any questions or would like to order a Bracelet( s) please un -

derstand the importance of it, once they get a chance contact District 16 Commander Dave Shadle at (570) 367-8631 and

to kind of peel back that onion and see the impact in THANK YOU for Supporting Kenna and C.W.F!!!!!!

changing lives and saving lives that the Veterans &

Chil dren Foundation has, tm race

that . o sPOlcts

Clark also calls the Legion wiuers na uledIIIIU ruvur ce f

goododo while explaining all of tt&efa&ts t he VCF ¢

how it makes an impact on those it assists i | t pro- rmy sinks Navy m

vides hope for our veterans and their families espe- last -second thriller

cially families wiThecAmédr ean o Jot @huhrgng Beagmber 11, 2023

Legion Riders have always embraced doing something

forthekids. Thi s foundation does! fuwgaspRhat the greatest eve
124th Army-Navy football game had a little bit of eve-

Learn more about the VCE here. rything for the sold -out crowd of 65,878. Ultimately,

- Ar my 0 s t e n-ineistand # thg dasihg sec-
onds sealed a 1711 triumph at Gillette Stadium in
Foxborough, Mass. | t was the first
Gameo was played in New Eng
15 | BETEONE | Round-Up



https://www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy
https://www.legion.org/scholarships/legacy
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://www.legion.org/riders/260739/national-riders-chairman-urges-support-vcf-new-video

~ Warren Rosenberg phot

Fittingly, it was the defense that powered the Black
Kni g ht.&lbyeanong, the defense had kept Army
(6-6) in close games and on occasion sparked victory
T including causing and recovering six turnovers in a
win against previously unbeaten Air Force last month
and taking two more on Saturday.

AWhy has itbal Wake ¢gbataod
Head Coach Jeff Monken. Al t ' s al waWe
had a 14point lead, and one second to go, they're
standing there knocking on the door with a chance to

tie the game up. Unreal. But | 6 m pr ou.d
What a great win. Both teams just fought like crazy.
That's what's great about the game Their players
played hard, played their hearts out. Ours did, too.
Fortunately, we came up with a play there at the end
and got away with the viect

By toppling teams from the other two military acade-

mies, the Black Knights won the Commander-In-
Chief 6s Tr op hhe trophy will r2dda at

West Point for the next year, and the team will also get
the chance to go to the White House and meet the
president.

Heading into intermission, Army took a 10 -0 lead on
juni or Br y syarcitouChdowh pass ® sefior
Tyson Riley and Quaidfied gdda r
in the final two seconds before the break Both teams
struggled for the first 12 minutes of the third quarter .
A video review negated
touchdown for Arm and ignited the dormant Navy of-
fense, which marched 70 yards on 12 plays, high-
lighted by substitute seni
25-yard dash on the third snap. The drive stalled on
the Army 19 and Nathan Kirkwood booted a 37-yard
field goal to make it 10-3 just under 12 minutes into
the second half.

an

Late in the fourth quarter, Army sophomore line-
backer Kailb Fortner charged uncovered from the left

P {0

and stripped the ball from Navy, scooping it up and
sprinting 44 yards into the end zone to give Army a 17
3 lead with just 4:49 to play.

it was a
moment, but we called a play
where | blitz off the edge and
kind of contain or else a line-
backer wil!/l co
ner said. A | al most
defensive call, but | came,and | hit the ball . It's almost
kind of like I planned it the way it bounced in my
hands. | saw on the Jumbotron a sea of gold (Army)
jerseys behind me, and | kind of let off, but it was just
a surreal moment . 0

Navy (5-7) responded with exceptional controlled ag-
gressiveness Lavatai, who had missed the last four
games with injury, masterfully completed consecutive
passes of 13, 15, 14 and 14 yardlsthe last into the end
zone to Jayden Umbarger to make the score 17.
P(Lg)gng fect)roa pwfibrl'envif:t%ry Navy attempted a two-

| tﬁgtnvgrs_on,_but_ L a
Lavalﬁal, who relieved ineffective starting senior QB
Xavier Arline in the second quarter, was inserted into

is fina e became the offensive force Navy
%sf & atn% é%f 26 passes for 179 yards and

neededi completing
rushing for 90 yards on 19 catrries.

crazy,

me
mi

vat

Ar my 6 s-and-but an¢he ensuing possession gave

[ shi(g)men the ball on the Navy 27e with just
ft. Lavatai, with senior poise, ran for nine yards

tﬂgé |

and then completed passes of 28, 9, 10 and 11 yards to

give Navy a first-and-goal on the Army 6 with just :30
and no timeouts left.

In a situation where a run that did not score would run
out the clock, Lavatai took the snap, looked left and

tossed a bullet that sailed beyond sophomore Brandon

Chatman. On second down with :26 remaining, he
tried to hit sophomore Eli Heidenreich in the middle,

gu[t t@q(bfalll gvas juzt peyond reach.

On third down, sophomore Alex Tecza took two steps

oveg_t e Iiréerofes ri[nma%?l%agdccyt qrd riqhtetog\/ﬁq% s

the Sidlefin€. "Lavatai led
the ball to his chest, but Fortner was in the right spot

again, grasping the regeiver aro
bﬁﬁlging%ﬁ?n%égwtn §n'rth6e é\r%nf 2 vl\-lllftlh ticks of the

clock left. One final desperate effort saw Lavatai keep

the ball as the entire Navy squad tried to bunch to-
gether and push forward like a rugby scrum, but Army
matched them man-for-man and kept Navy one yard
short of the goal.

perfectly as Tecza pulled
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nour kids fought their tail
Brian Newberrysaid. i We had a chance t
it there at the end. Itstough i you donét ha
ti meouts, the clockds runni
field. These guysneverquit The experience
had here is going to serve
leading young sailors and Marines when tough times

come your way. o

The Black Knights took possession with :03 left, but
there was no room to maneuver, so Daily (56 yards
passing, 89 yards rushing) took the snap and danced
around until the clock went to 0:00 before stepping
out the back of the end zone to end the game witha
two-point Navy safety.

Fortner led the Army defense with 10 tackles, while
the teamdbs senior duo of Leo
Ciarlo (seven) led by example and coordinated cover-
age that held the group from Annapolis to just 130
rushing yards, nine offensive points and 26:29 of pos-
sessonJuni or Max DeDomenico
only interception and ran
fensive stars were junior Colin Ramos (gamehigh 16
tackles), sophomore Luke Pirris (nine) and senior
Eavan Gibbons (nine).

American Legion Base ball
Fundraiser with chance to see
Savanah Bananas

The Central Ohio Knights of American Legion Post 171
in Westerville is raffling off 2 sets of 4 tickets to see
the Savannah Bananason May 25, 2024 @ 7:00 p.m.
The game will be played at Huntington Park, home of
the Columbus Clippers.

Tickets are $10 each

For more information, and to purchase your tickets,
please contact team manager Fred Valentine at (614)
975-1272 oramericanlegionknights@gmail.com.

170 RENEW
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to have a
listed here, please send to

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

William George Rosenberger
Il william  "Bill"

George Rosen-
berger, 74, of

Lancaster
passed away on
December 6,
2023. He was
born in Lancas-
ter to the late William A. and Anna
Rosenberger and was a lifelong res-
ident of Lancaster. Bill was a grad-
uate of J.P. McCaskey High School
with the Class of 1967 He was an
avid Cleveland Browns football fan
and also enjoyed hiking and base-
ball. Bill was a member of Post 34
Sons of the American Legion He
was a loving and devoted husband
and father who adored his family.

Bill leaves behind his wife of 33
years Lisa Rosenberger; two chil-
dren, Erik and Aimee Rosenberger;
a sister, Beverly Foltz all of Lancas-
ter. He was preceded in death by
his parents.

In honor of Bill's wishes there will
be no formal services and any fu-
ture services will be announced by
his family . In lieu of flowers, please
consider a donation to Hospice and
Community Care, 685 Good Dr.,
Lancaster, PA 17601.

Arrangements by the Clyde W.
Kraft Funeral Home, Inc. Landis-
ville/Columbia
www.clydekraft.com

Thomas J. Caffrey Sr.
Thomas J. Caf-
frey Sr., 85, of

Plains Twp.,
passed away
Thursday even-
ing, Dec. 7,
2023, in Wilkes -
Barre  General
Hospital  after

suffering a heart seizure at home.
Born March 24, 1938, in Plains
Twp., he was the son of the lateBer-
nard L. and Catherine A. Padden
Caffrey.

Tom was a graduate of Sacred
Heart High School, Plains Twp.,

me mb e r & s Hé wdsoar maemberoofi Ss. Peter &

Paul Church, Plains Twp., and a
former member of the Sons of the
American Legion, Post 558, Plains
Twp.

In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his son,
Thomas J. Caffrey Jr.; and his
brother, James Caffrey.

Surviving are his wife of 28 years,
the former Carol Krapcha, Plains
Twp.; daughters, Gina Caffrey and
Lisa Caffrey; 11 grandchildren; 13
great-grandchildren; stepson, Don-
ald Linker and his wife, Cory; three
step-grandchildren;  five step-
great-grandchildren; and his K-9
buddy, Luke.

In accordance with Tom's final

wishes, a Mass of Christian Burial
will be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday in
Ss. Peter & Paul Church, 13 Hudson
Road, Plains Twp. with the Rev.
John C. Lambert, pastor, officiat-

ing. Those attending the Mass
should go directly to church. A
livestream of the Funeral Mass will

be on the parish's Facebook page
Interment will be held in Sacred

Heart Cemetery, PlainsTwp. There
will be no calling hours.

Arrangements are entrusted to Cor-
coran Funeral Home, Inc., 20 S.
Main St., Plains Twp.

Memorial donations may be made
to SPCA of Luzerne County, 524 E.
Main St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702.

For information or to leave Tom's

family a message of condolence,
please  visitwww.corcoranfuner-

alhome.com.

Published by Citizens Voice from
Dec. 9 to Dec. 10, 2023.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Philip Dean Letterman

Philip Dean Letter-

man, 59, of Jasper,
passed away sur-
rounded by family

at 4:35 p.m. CST
on Saturday, De-
cember 9, 2023, at
Deaconess Gate-
way Hospital in

Class of 1955 and was employed as Newburgh, Indiana.

a laundry aide at Valley Crest Nurs-
ing Home until his retirement.

Dean was born in Huntingburg on
January 23, 1964, to Gayle and
Cendia (Borden) Letterman.

He had previously run the printing
press for The Herald and Impres-
sions Printing.

He was a musician, especially a gui-
tarist, and was an avid wood-
worker. He loved spending time
with his children and grandchil-

dren, and his dogs.

He was a member of the Sons of the
American Legion.

Surviving are his fiancé, Kathy Klee
of Jasper; two children, Tyler (girl-

friend, Sarah Joas) Letterman of
Birdseye and Whitney (significant
other, Brent Williams) Letterman

of Jasper; seven grandchildren; his
mother, Cendia Letterman of Jas-
per; and two sisters, Darla (Bill)
Niehaus of Ferdinand and Lisa
(Russell Mehringer) Letterman of
Huntingburg.

Preceding him in death is his fa-
ther, Gayle Letterman and his step-
mother, Sharon Letterman.

A Celebration of Life visitation will
be held from 2:00-6:00 p.m. on
Thursday, December 14, 2023, at
the Becher-Kluesner North Chapel
in Jasper, Indiana.

A funeral service will be held at
6:00 p.m. on Thursday, December
14, 2023, at the BecherKluesner
North Chapel. Pastor LG Lance
will officiate.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the wishes
of the family.

Condolences may be made
at www.becherkluesner.com.

Jerry Wayne Tumbleson
3 Jerry  Wayne
Tumbleson,
age 73 of Man-
chester, Ohio,
passed away on
Friday, Decem-
ber 8, 2023.

Jerry was born
on March 7, 1950 in Bentonville,
Ohio, the son of the late Theodore
Paul and Betty Ann (Hughes) Tum-
bleson. In addition to his parents,
Jerry was preceded in death by his
wife, Rita Kay Tumbleson (Shu-
maker) and his brother William
Franklin Tumbleson.

Jerry was a retired delivery driver
for the Interstate Brands Corpora-
tion (Butternut) and a member of
the Sons of American legion,
Squadron 325, Manchester, Ohio.
He was an avid sports fan, enjoyed

watching his grandkids play sports,

and was always up for a challenging
game of cards or a relaxing boat
ride. Jerry was always there to lend
a hand to his friends and family.

Jerry and his girlfriend, Jackie

Smith, were together for 18 years
He is survived by his son Jeffrey
Wayne (Melissa) Tumbleson; one
grandson Joshua Wade Tumble-
son; one granddaughter, Miranda
Kay Tumblesonl his stepson, Les
Sweeney; two step granddaughters
Bethany Sweeney and Emily
Sweeney; one great step grand-
daughter Remi Sweeney; sister, Sue
Ann Tumbleson; and several nieces
and nephews.

Jerry was a devoted son, brother,
husband, boyfriend, father, grand-
father, and great grandfather. He
will be sadly missed by his family
and friends.

Family and friends may pay their
respects during his Celebration of
Life on December 16, 2023 at the
Manchester Nazarene Church Fel-
lowship Hall, from 2 i 4 p.m.

Donations can be made to the V
Foundation for Cancer Research.

David Clancy

NEW ULMT David
Clancy, 80, of New
Ulm died Satur-
day, December 9,
2023 at the Sleepy
Eye Care Center in
Sleepy Eye.

Mass of Christian
Burial will be 11 a.m. Friday, De-
cember 15th at the Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity In New Ulm with Fa-

ther Nathan Hansen celebrating
the Mass. Burial will follow in the

New Ulm Catholic Cemetery. Visit-
ation will be 4 7 7 p.m. Thursday
and 9-10:30 a.m. Friday at the Min-
nesota Valley Funeral Home in
New Ulm. To leave an online con-
dolence for his family or to sign the

guest book go towww.mvfh.org ..

Dave is survived by his wife Sandy
of New Ulm; a daughter, Dawn

(Brian) Clyne of Searles; sons,
Bryan (Debra) Clancy of Courtland,

John (Crystal) Clancy of Lakeville,

Mike (Gwen) Clancy of Castle Rock
Colorado; ten grandchildren and

eleven great grandchildren; and by
his brother, Roger Clancy. He was
preceded in death by his parents,

and his sister, Mary Jo Snyder.

David John Clancy was born Au-
gust 4, 1943 in Sherburne to Eu-
gene and Martha (Faber) Clancy:.
He was united in marriage to San-
dra Rohman on November 12, 1960
in Trimont . Dave was employed at
American Artstone for 45 yearsand
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also owned and operated Clancy
Fire Extinguisher for 42 years until
his retirement. He had many hob-
bies including fishing, deer hunt-
ing, card playing, gardening, and
spending time at his property on
Fox Lake. Dave was very active in
the New Ulm community as he was
a member of the Cathedral Parish,
New Ulm Fire Dept. for 23 years
serving as Chief for 2 years, Sons of
the American Legion for 39 years,
MUFBA, Minnesota State Fire
Chiefs Assoc, and in charge of Sun-
day Sinners at Turner Halle for
many years.

Dave will be deeply missed by fam-
ily and friends.

Alfred Keim Jr.

Alfred Keim Jr.,
85, of Nap-
panee, IN,
passed away at
6:59 a.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 10,
2023, at Elkhart
General Hospi-
tal.

He was born Dec. 11, 1937, in Nap-
panee to Alfred Sr. and Mary (In-
gle) Keim. Alfred was a Nappanee
High School graduate. On Dec. 14,
1957, he married Janet Rose Deter
in Churubusco, Indiana. She pre-
ceded him in death Jan. 21, 2023.

Alfred had worked for Vitreous,
Kinder Manufacturing and for 35
years at Selmer'sCo. He was a life-
time area resident. Alfred was a
member of Nappanee Sons ofThe
American Legion. He enjoyed
bowling, camping, fishing and
played softball in his younger years.

Surviving are his three daughters,
Darlene (Jim) Hill, Nappanee,

Brenda (Randy) Schmucker, Etna
Green, Annette (Dan) Slabaugh,
Warsaw; and one son, Robert
(Tina) Keim, Goshen; nine grand-
children, Chris Keim, Jesse (Sam)
Schmucker, Brooke Ward, Amy
Slabaugh, Dannyjo Slabaugh, Am-
ber Slabaugh, Alex (Gianna) Keim,
Timothy (Jenna) Keim and Chris-

tian Pfeiffer; 18 great-grandchil-

dren; three great-great-grandchil-

dren; and a sister, Patricia (Dave)
Leichtman, Arizona. He was pre-
ceded in death by a brother, Ed-
ward Keim.

Graveside service will take place at
2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 20, at Un-
ion Center Cemetery. Pastor Jason
Rohde, of Nappanee Missionary
Church, will officiate.

Memorial contributions in Alfred's
name can be given to Nappanee
Sons of The American Legion Post
154 or Heart to Heart Hospice.

Arrangements are with Thompson-
Lengacher & Yoder Funeral Home,
Nappanee.

Published by The Elkhart Truth on
Dec. 12, 2023.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Todd J. Traylor

Todd J. Traylor,

57, of Jasper,
passed away at
6:08 p.m. on Sat-
urday, December
9, 2023, at Memo-
rial Hospital and

Health Care Center
in Jasper, Indiana.

Todd was born on October 22,
1966, in Jasper, Indiana, to Thel-
bert and Mary Lou (Vonderheide)
Traylor.

He was a 1986 graduate of Jasper
High School.

He most recently worked for Pluto
Corporation. He previously had
worked as a welder for Versteel.

Todd was a member of the Sons of
the American Legion.

He was very knowledgeable about
sports and was an avid sports fan,
particularly following Notre Dame,
the Chicago Cubs, and I.U.

He is survived by his daughter, Mila
Jo Kavanaugh of Jasper; his
mother, Mary Lou Traylor of Jas-

per; 11 siblings, Steve Traylor of
Vincennes, Rhonda (Pat) Englert of
Jasper, Karla Traylor of Cape Coral,
Fla., Sheila (Keith) Klem of Jasper,
Scott Traylor of North Pole, AK,

Shawn (Lisa) Traylor of Ireland,

Pat (significant other, Diane

Brownback) Traylor of Belle

Fourche, S.D., Kurt (Angie) Traylor

of Jasper, Malana (Kurt) Hedinger

of Jasper, Brian (Kelly) Traylor of

Evansville, and Brad (Susie) Tray-
lor of Evansville; and many nieces
and nephews.

Preceding him in death is his fa-
ther, Thelbert Traylor, an infant
sister, Mary Traylor, a sister-in-
law, Patricia Traylor, an infant
niece, Melissa Traylor, and one
nephew, Dustin Klem.

A celebration of life visitation for
Todd J. Traylor will be held from
2:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Monday, De-
cember 18, 2023, at the Becher
Kluesner Downtown Chapel in Jas-
per, Indiana.

Private family inurnment will be
held at a later date in the Fairview
Cemetery Mausoleum in Jasper,
Indiana.

Memorial contributions may be
made to put toward the funeral ex-
penses.

Condolences may be made
at www.becherkluesner.com.

Richard Lindberg
W Rt ONEONTA -
Richard L. Lind-
berg, 68, passed
away peacefully
on Dec. 8, 2023,
at Bassett Hos-
pital,  Cooper-
stown.

He was born July 8, 1955, in One-
onta, the son of David A. and Doro-
thy (Jacobs) Lindberg.

Richard graduated from Oneonta
High School in 1972 He married
Judy Schaffer on July 7, 1979, in
West Oneonta. He worked at a va-
riety of restaurants in the Oneonta
area

He was a member of the Loyal Or-
der of Moose, Fraternal Order of
Eagles and Sons of the American
Legion.

He is survived by his wife, Judy
Lindberg; children, Angie (Robert)
Lynch and Richard Jr. (Jessica)
Lindberg; grandchildren, Ashlee
(Amanda), Allison (Anthony), Kait-
lynn, Skye, Landon, Hailie, Madi-
son, Jordyn and Paisley; great
granddaughter, Avainna; siblings,
Bonnie Marble, Betty Barnes, Es-
ther Root, Debbie (Walt) Stretch,
Doug Lindberg, Norma (Robert)
Nellis, Susan (lvan) Norton, Don-
ald (Dody) Lindberg, and Frankie
Lindberg; sister-in-law, Lillian;
and many nieces and nephews
He was predeceased by his parents;
and siblings, Barbara, David, Iver,
Anna and John.

Visitation will be from 5 to 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 14, at Lewis, Hurley
& Pietrobono Funeral Home, 51
Dietz St., Oneonta.

The funeral will be at 11 a.m., Fri-
day, Dec. 15, at the funeral home,
with the Rev. Frank MacCracken
officiating . Interment will be in
Oneonta Plains Cemetery.

Share online expressions of sympa-
thy at www.lhpfuneralhome.com .
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https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=205887115&pn=alfred-keim&affiliateId=4515&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=322
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Daniel J. Seehafer
National Commander
The American Legion

Dan Seehafer, National Commander
The American Legion

Senate approves defense bill with
largest pay raise for troops

in 22 years
Svetlana Shkolnikova/Stars and Stripes | December 14, 2023

The Senate approved a compromise $886 billion de-
fense bill on Wednesday that will give service mem-
bers the largest pay raise in more than two decades
and invest in efforts to counter threats around the
world.

=R ot = =
Carlos Bongioanni/Stars and Stripes

Senators passed the National Defense Authorization
Act, an annual must-pass bill setting policy for the
Pentagon, by a vote of 8713 The legislation must
still be approved by the House but is set to raise basic
pay for troops in January by 5.2%, the biggest hike
in 22 years.

The pay increase was one item to which lawmakers
in the Senate and House agreed The chambers this
year passed starkly different versions of the defense

bill, with the House padding its legislation with divi-
sive social issues Those provisions were largely
stripped out after months of bipartisan negotiations.

Al &m pleased the final ver:
of the strongest provision
bill, o0 Senate Majority- Lec
N.Y., said in remarks before the vote. i We 6 | | gi v
service members the pay r al

Junior troops struggling with finances could see ad-
ditional benefits under a measure that allows the De-
fense Department next year to give a monthly bonus
to ranks E-6 and lower.

A Republican effort in the House to give the same
service members a 30% raise was left out of the final
defense bill. Other conservative priorities that in-
cluded overturning the
policy for troops seeking abortions and other repro-
ductive health care were also scrapped.

Pen

Sen. Joni Ernst, R-lowa, tried to resurrect a proposal
to end the abortion access policy on Tuesday but was
unsuccessful Republican opposition to the policy
led to a 10-month blockade of senior military pro-
motions by Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., that
Ernst played a role in ending this month.

Republicans said they were proud of the provisions
that they were able to push through into the final de-
fense bill, most notably the reigning in of the Penta-

gonds dequitg ars in¢lugion programs.
Al dm pleased that this yea
to keep our militaryés foc

the dissemination of woke ideologies by Pentagon
bureaucrats, 0 sai&DSen. Jol
The bil I-f oicsusfeldads eorn t hr eat s
including strategic competition with China and Rus-

sia and the danger from Iran, North Korea, and vio-

lent extremism, said Sen. Jack Reed, DR.I., chair-

man of the Senate Armed Services Committee.

Lawmakers worried about Chi
jected the Pentagonds reque
instead authorizing investment in new ships. They

also approved the transfer of Virginia-class subma-

rines to Australia as part of a historic security pact

that will create a new fleet of nuclear-powered sub-
marines to counter Chinads
The bill expands the U.S.
Indo -Pacific region and provides resources for train-

ing, advising, and building up the capacity of the mil-

itary of Taiwan, the island nation that China consid-

ers its rightful territory . Ukraine will also continue

20 | BETEONE

| Round-Up




to receive military support through the Ukraine Se- Kindly,
curity Assistance Initiative, a longstanding program

that purchases equipment and weapons for Ukraine. Erin E. Bosser,

Multiple measures in the bill tackle weapon supply Member Engagement & Training Coordinator

i ssues caused by Russi ads hitemnal &ffairs@&MembdrshigJkvisiani ne | as't
yearr They aim to replenish tTheAmBreantegignronds st ock -
piles and help the U.S. mai ntain Aour own state of
readiness and the deterrent effect that goes along If you have any training ideas for Training Tuesday,

with it, o said dexas. John Ccthemewsetter dRanything else, please emaillegion-
training@legion.org

ASi mply put, the NDAA will support our troops,

strengthen our military readiness and implement a

raft of reforms to strengt

said.

Engage Your Post Members:
Training Tuesday on

Writing Resolutions
Dear Legionnaires and family,

Join us for a special edition of Training Tuesday,
scheduled for next Tuesday, prior to the holiday sea-
son. This session takes a fresh approach by high-
lighting the art of writing resolutions to acknowledge
and appreciate post members.

Date: Tue, Dec 19

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM EST

Location: https://events.teams .mi-
crosoft.com/event/bl5ae472-ea79-47ab-alee
0f1b2f0bb39c @dd9d243c-8688 -470f-8812-
4ceb7ac50b6¢

In this session, we'll explore the power of resolutions
in engaging and uplifting our Legion community .

The focus will be on crafting resolutions that recog- i T 4T IS NOT
unique perspective not only encourages engagement

nize the contributions of our post members. This : HAPPV pEOPLE
3 > “ Sl ~ T

but also fosters proficiency through regular resolu-
tion practice.

Your participation is crucial in making this Training
Tuesday a success We encourage you to spread the
word among all American Legion Family members.

Let's unite in our commitment to strengthen our Le-
gion by learning to acknowledge our post members
through resolutions.

Register now and extend this invitation to others
within your network to join us for this insightful ses-
sion.

Thank you for your ongoing support and dedication
to the Legion's mission.
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2024 SAL 45% Target Date Membership Report as of: December 13, 2023

. | NEEDED TO MEET
# [DETACHMENT \Z’IgZATQE:EENTD 45% TARGET AgglzJi\L ?&Fggﬁf RENE‘:;&,,,
GOAL 12/13/2023 MBRSHP °

1 |HAWAII 120 -48 102 85.00% 76.47
2 |FRANCE 168 -65 141 83.93% 75.76
3 |SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 623 1,348 83.67% 72.97
4 |LOUISIANA 1,821 -574 1,393 76.50% 70.78
5 |WISCONSIN 4,398 -1,368 3,347 76.10% 69.35
6 |lowA 4914 1,158 3,369 68.56% 64.01
7 [ALABAMA 2,100 477 1,422 67.71% 58.78
8 |ILLINOIS 13,716 -3,074 9,246 67.41% 63.54
9 |SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 -348 1,054 67.13% 55.80
10 |GEORGIA 4,887 -1,051 3,250 66.50% 59.34
11 |INORTH DAKOTA 1,075 -230 714 66.42% 58.85
12 [FLORIDA 23,066 4821 15,201 65.90% 55.81
13 |IDAHO 659 -134 431 65.40% 50.76
14 |MONTANA 1,091 -210 701 64.25% 60.91
15 |TENNESSEE 1,792 -311 1,117 62.33% 52.79
16 [NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 -479 1,725 62.27% 52.22
17 |MISSISSIPPI 736 -126 457 62.09% 57.14
18 |OREGON 1,534 -255 945 61.60% 50.81
19 |PUERTO RICO 156 -26 96 61.54% 56.21
20 |MARYLAND 16,803 -2,741 10,302 61.31% 56.13
21 |INEVADA 387 -56 230 59.43% 50.89
22 INEBRASKA 6,992 -955 4,101 58.65% 56.31
23 INEW JERSEY 9,662 -1,284 5,632 58.29% 52.15
24 |OHIO 31,690 -4,189 18,449 58.22% 53.75
25 |CALIFORNIA 11,292 -1,475 6,556 58.06% 50.88
26 |VIRGINIA 4,367 -559 2,524 57.80% 50.39
27 |INDIANA 37,244 -4,741 21,501 57.73% 53.57
28 |WYOMING 1,248 -157 719 57.61% 51.08
29 |[MINNESOTA 11,435 -1,437 6,583 57.57% 53.77
30 |TEXAS 5,783 -702 3,304 57.13% 49.74
31 [INEW YORK 30.663 -3,651 17,449 56.91% 52.34
32 |DELAWARE 2,596 -301 1,469 56.59% 50.02
33 |MICHIGAN 26,236 -2,954 14,760 56.26% 50.51
34 |CONNECTICUT 1,865 -207 1,046 56.09% 48,76
35 [KANSAS 6,055 633 3,358 55.46% 51.39
36 |ARKANSAS 406 -41 224 55.17% 43.35
37 |OKLAHOMA 1,430 -145 788 55.10% 44 .41
38 |UTAH 460 -46 253 55.00% 52.03
39 |DIST OF COL 91 -9 50 54.95% 51.14
40 |VERMONT 3,920 -387 2,151 54.87% 51.15
41 |RHODE ISLAND 348 -32 189 54.31% 46.26
42 |ARIZONA 8,595 -736 4,604 53.57% 44.80
43 INEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 -405 3,117 51.72% 46.28
44 |COLORADO 2,952 -193 1,521 51.52% 44,13
45 |MASSACHUSETTS 5432 -323 2,767 50.94% 45.77
46 |MISSOURI 3,337 -146 1,648 49.39% 43,55
47 |LATIN AMERICA 33 A 16 48.48% 18.75
48 |PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 -1,593 29,829 47 .54% 43.93
49 |KENTUCKY 2,399 -59 1,139 47.48% 40.50
50 |[WASHINGTON 2,682 -57 1,264 47.13% 36.79
51 [ALASKA 1,740 -28 811 46.61% 38.58
52 [MAINE 2,757 31 1,210 43.89% 39.31
53 |INEW MEXICO 1,582 20 692 43.74% 33.72
54 |WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 158 1,009 38.91% 33.03
55 |PHILIPPINES 79 31 5 6.33% 5.06

Grand Totals: 382,111 -45,379 217,329 56.88% 51.39
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2024 SAL Regional Breakdown

Western Region - James R. Fischer, Sr. (CA)

Midwest Region - Terry A. Harris (KS)

Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
HAWAII 120 102 85.00% SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 1,348 83.67%
IDAHO 659 431 65.40% IOWA 4,914 3,369 68.56%
MONTANA 1,091 701 64.25% NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 714 66.42%
OREGON 1,534 945 61.60% NEBRASKA 6,992 4,101 58.65%
NEVADA 387 230 59.43% KANSAS 6,055 3,358 55.46%
CALIFORNIA 11,292 6,556 58.06% OKLAHOMA 1,430 788 55.10%
WYOMING 1,248 719 57.61% MISSOURI 3,337 1,648 49.39%
UTAH 460 253 55.00% Totals: 25,414 15,326 60.31%
ARIZONA 8,595 4,604 53.57%
COLORADO 2,952 1,521 51.52%
LATIN AMERICA 33 16 48.48% Northeast Region - John R. Cook (NH)
WASHINGTON 2,682 1,264 47.13% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
ALASKA 1,740 811 46.61% FRANCE 168 141 83.93%
NEW MEXICO 1,582 692 43.74% MARYLAND 16,803 10,302 61.31%
PHILIPPINES 79 5 6.33% NEW JERSEY 9,662 5,632 58.29%
Totals: 34,454 18,850 54.71% NEW YORK 30,663 17,449 56.91%
DELAWARE 2,596 1,469 56.59%
CONNECTICUT 1,865 1,046 56.09%
Southeast Region - Linwood A. Moore (VA) DIST OF COL 91 50 54.95%
Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal VERMONT 3,920 2,151 54.87%
LOUISIANA 1,821 1,393 76.50% RHODE ISLAND 348 189 54.31%
ALABAMA 2,100 1,422 67.71% NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 3,117 51.72%
SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 1,054 67.13% MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 2,767 50.94%
GEORGIA 4,887 3,250 66.50% PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 29,829 47.54%
FLORIDA 23,066 15,201 65.90% MAINE 2,757 1,210 43.89%
TENNESSEE 1,792 1,117 62.33% Totals: 143,078 75,352 52.66%
NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 1,725 62.27%
MISSISSIPPI 736 457 62.09%
PUERTO RICO 156 96 61.54% Central Region - Robert L. Bristo (MN)
VIRGINIA 4,367 2,524 57.80% Detachment Goal Actual | % of Goal
TEXAS 5,783 3,304 57.13% WISCONSIN 4,398 3,347 76.10%
ARKANSAS 406 224 55.17% ILLINOIS 13,716 9,246 67.41%
Totals: 49,454 31,767 64.24% CHIO 31,690 18,449 58.22%
INDIANA 37,244 21,501 57.73%
: MINNESOTA 11,435 6,583 57.57%
3:’ MICHIGAN 26,236 14,760 56.26%
. ) KENTUCKY 2,399 1,139 47.48%
AV N\ I § WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 1,009 38.91%
Eé’ Totals: 129,711 | 76,034 | 58.62%

A\ AL ] [
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12/13/23

Actual

Needed
for Quota

Percent

Increase

Quota
Date

105%
Date

NAhON=—

ONOUDBWN=—

Southeast 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 49,454 31,767 (17,687)] 64.24%
Midwest 1, 2, 3, 4 25,414 15,326 (10,088)] 60.31% 318
Central 1,2, 3, 4 129,711 76,034 (53,677)] 58.62% 1,548
Western 1, 2, 3, 4 34,454 18,850 (15,604)] 54.71% 309
Northeast 1, 4 143,078 75,352 (67,726)]  52.66% 1,767
TOTALS 1,2, 3,4 382,111 | 217,329 | (164,782)| 56.88% 4,554
12/13/23
eded ationa al Quota 10
Deta O Ol
@ ofc O Date Da
Wisconsin 1,2, 3,4,5,6 4,398 3,347 (1,051) 76.10% 100 4
llinois 1, 2, 3,5 13,716 9,246 (4,470) 67 41% 507 8| 63.54%
Ohio 1, 3, 4 31,690 18,449 (13,241) 58.22% 156 24| 53.75%
Indiana 1, 2, 3, 4 37,244 21,501 | (15,743)] 57.73% 465 27| 53.57%
Minnesota 1, 2, 3, 4 11,435 6,583 (4,852) 57.57% 33 29| 53.77%
Michigan 1, 3, 4 26,236 14,760 (11,476) 56.26% 284 33 50.51%
Kentucky 1, 4 2,399 1,139 (1,260) 47 .48% 2 49|  40.50%
West Virginia 1 2,593 1,009 (1,584) 38.91% 1 54 33.03%
TOTALS 1,2,3,4 129,711 76,034 (53,677) 58.62% 1,548

VONOCULDBWN =

— -
WN =0

14
15

12/13/23

Detachment

Actual

Needed
for Quota

Percent

Increase

National
Rank

Renewal
Rate

Quota 105%
Date Date

Hawaii 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 (18) 85.00% -

Idaho1, 2,3, 4,5 659 431 (228) 65.40% 10 131  50.76%
Montana 1,2, 3,4, 5 1,091 701 (390) 64.25% 18 14] 60.91%
Oregon 1,2,3,4,5 1,534 945 (589) 61.60% 11 18| 50.81%
Nevada 1,2, 3, 4 387 230 (157) 59.43% - 211 50.89%
California 1, 2, 3, 4 11,292 6,556 (4,736) 58.06% 72 25| 50.88%
Wyoming 1, 2, 3, 4 1,248 719 (529) 57.61% 1 28] 51.08%
Utah 1,2, 3, 4 460 253 (207) 55.00% - 38| 52.03%
Arizona 1, 4 8,595 4,604 (3,991) 53.57% 73 42| 44.80%
Colorado 1, 3, 4 2,952 1,521 (1,431) 51.52% 28 44| 44.13%
Latin America 4 33 16 (17) 48.48% 6 471 18.75%
Washington 4 2,682 1,264 (1,418) 47 13% 4 50| 36.79%
Alaska 3 1,740 811 (929) 46.61% 73 51| 38.58%
New Mexico 1,582 692 (890) 43.74% 13 53| 33.72%
Philippines 79 5 (74) 6.33% - 55 5.06%
TOTALS 1,2, 3,4 34,454 18,850 (15,604)] 54.71% 309

12/13/23

Detachment

Actual

Needed
for Quota

Percent

Increase

National Renewal Quota 105%

Rank

Rate

Date Date

1|lovisiana 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6 1,821 1,393 (428) 76.50% 4
2|Alabama 1, 2, 3,4, 5 2,100 1,422 (678) 67.71% 45 7] 58.78%
3|South Carolina 1, 2, 3,5 1,570 1,054 (516) 67.13% 2 9 55.80%
4 10
5
6 16
7 10 16
8
9 156 2
10
12
13 1
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