December 13, 2023

Round -Wp 5%

Volume 5 | Number 15] Issue 214 | December 10, 2023

American Legion multiyear membership is here

The American Legion | December 4, 2023

9 Join now with a three-year member-
ship by visiting legion.org/join .

1 Legionnaires already renewed for 2024
will soon be able to renew under the
multi -year membership starting with
the 2025 membership year.

1 Payment for the three-year member-
ship will be upfront.

Eliminate the yearly hassle of remembering
to renew your American Legion membership
by taking advantage of the new multiyear
membership available to current and poten-
tial members. Legionnaires needing to renew
for 2024 or veterans joining the organization
for the first time can lock -in a three-year

membership by  visiting legion.org/re- 1 There is not a discounted rate with the
new or le- three-year membership.
gion.org/join . 1 Membership cards
will still be sent annu-
A multiyear member- — A M E R | CA N ally by Legion posts.
ship was approved by ' Those who sign up
the National Executive for a multiyear mem-
Committee of The bership will not receive
American Legion dur- a renewal notice dur-
ing the organizati onos Sipgrthe ime thay Baye signedup forithg
May. Resolution 1: Purchase of Multiple multiyear membership.

Years of Membershi-y@aragproves na five _
pilot program offering the purchase of three lease note that the multiyear membership

consecutive 12month member terms at the ~ Will work just like PUFL . Whatever rate the
then current dues r at emegberrenews atis the what the post/de-

partment/national will receive for the dura-
Here is what you need to know about tion of that timeframe . For example, if a
the three -year membership: member renews today (before national per-
capita $5 dues increase come July 1, 2024),

 Multiyear membership sign -up is only ~ National will receive $18.50 for the next three

st

available on the national American Le- YealsLet 6s say the depart

members cannot renew or join for a  COmMe July 1, 2024. The department will re-

three-year membership at the post ceive the $10 for the next three years Once
level or through MyLegion.org. the member renews after the three year re-
newal is up, the renewal rate will adjust to the

1 Renew now with a three-year member- .
rate at that time.

ship by visiting legion.org/renew .
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Remembering the
Greatest Generation

Norman Lear, whose comedies
changed the faceof TV,
isdead at 101

disclaims liability for errors and omissions. As the producer of nALl I i n
shows, Mr. Lear showed that it was possible to be
SUBMITTING ARTICLES: All submissions are to be made electronically topical, funny, and immensely popular.
to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. If you need assistance, please send an email ’ ’
fo same. Richard Severo and Peter Keepnews
All information must be submitted by noon each Friday. The New York Times | December6, 2023
PNVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor Norman Lear, the television writer, and producer who
Rusty Myers, Contributor introduced political and social commentary into situ-
Lou Michoe|s, Contributor at | on cCome d y WI t h ﬁ AI I I n
shows, proving that it was possible to be topical as well
as funny while attracting millions of viewers, died on
Tuesday at his home in Los Angeles He was 101.
— A spokeswoman for the family, Lara Bergthold, con-
B THE firmed the death.
SONS OF THE E— TO ASK M . ..
=—smERICAN 10 LISTEN r. Lear reigned at the top of the television world
LEGION TO REACH OUT through the 1970s and into
lasting mark with shows that brought the sitcom into
the real world.
SUICIDE & CRISIS
988|.|FE|.|NE iThe Jeffersonsodo looked at
upwardly mobile Black family; a very different Black
vrww.betheons.org family on AGood Timeso deal
criminaton. The protagoni st of AM
spoken feminist; the heroin
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Hart mand was plagued
problems, not least her own neurosis.

fiYou | ooked around

Lear said in 2 2012 New York Times interview , refer-
ring to the middle and
problem any family faced
and how do you keep Dad
is coming to dinner, and

sage that was sending out was thatwed i d n 6t
probl ems. 0

Mr. Lear s shows sent
tune with what was actually happening in those tur-
bulent times. Hi s cr owni ng achi
the Family, o0 and his
ker, the focus of that show and one of the most endur-
ing characters in television history.

An unapologetic bigot who

was seemingly always angry
at one minority group or an-

other (and usually at least one
family member as well),

Archie, memorably portrayed

by Carroll ©O6 Co n nwas
also, with his malaprops, his
mangled syntax and his mis-
guided enthusiasm, strangely
likable.

A Sitcom Shockwave . fi Al
in the Familydqd
through the sleepy world of
the sitcom with one tart, top-
ical episode after another
from the moment it premiered on CBS on Jan. 12,
1971.

Even now, more than 50 years later, there are critics
who say that this date should live in infamy, that ABC
was right when it turned down the show out of fear
that it would offend too many people . Archie, in this
view, was a fanatic who made narrow-mindedness
seem appealing.

But Mr . Lear , who adapted
British sitcom and based Archie in part on his own fa-

t el evi Stapletan) j n wa b 0 sae

evement
greatmeslt]

NORMAN LEAR

1922-2023

b-day a |Atchierhadrcimoee wordsffor afl cades, creeds and sex-

ual orientations (except hi
his family. His sweet and dignified wife, Edith (Jean
fiydei arr gsb, @t ONIr . h

(Sally Struthers), was fAa

| adorein-lawg eViiclsael Siivic n(Rob tReieer), bwag @ e s t
wianse aot Mhoet ahdeor
f rStriatly & ldwraddiorder guy, rchie ;alsoddichdestrobgo s s
t réservations aaboutdvbat heusawn as dcamipus Bubwer- me ¢
h asives, waelfarg chiselers and bleeding hearts.

dadf edont heccasi C

Such pronouncements were scandalous in the prime

di f ftime televisionwerlsl efahg eleg/, But Bt Leandade i |

found a gold mine.

was AAIlI i n
crerathenFamsl Aochaa
ratings for most of that time . More important, it es-
tablished a template for television comedy by mixing
political and social messages,
as well as moments of serious
drama, with the laughter.

B o

The Lear philosophy was fur-
ther developed in two shows
built around characters who

originally appeal
t he Famil yo: A M:
ARnThe Jeffersons.

ifMaude, O whi ch
1972 to 1978 on CBS, cen-
tered on Edith
cousin Maude Findlay (Bea
Arthur ), who was as much a
doctrinaire liberal as Archie
was a determined denizen of
the far, far right. The show dealt with alcoholism, pot
smoking, abortion (Maude herself had one, in a two-
part episode that generated outrage as well as ap-
plause) and other subjects to which that quick-
tongued title character could apply her shrill wisdom.

George Jefferson (Sherman Hemsley), the central
character of AThe Jeffersor
ran a successful dryc |l eani ng busi ness
neighborhood and whose disdain for white people ri-
viaA leld AT cthh ee 6Fsa niiolry OB | farcokm pae
story of Geor gemysnoneyed fanilywi t h

ther, saw it differently . il 6 ve never k n o wafter tlzey fndvegl dotthe EdsioSide of Manhattan, ran

di dnét have somet hing endeoaCBSHrgnl875t0898®m nce sai d.

Mr. Lear went on to create a television empire and to Not all of Mr . Lear s shows
become politically active, notably with his founding of verse One that did not, AMary
the liberal advocacy organization People for the Amer- man, 0 raised as many eyebro
ican Way, the kind of organization that Archie Bunker A five-episodesaawe ek s poof of soap

would have enjoyed sheering at.

Har t man, Mar y Hart mano wa
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television-obsessed housewife (Louise Lasser in the ti-
tle role) in the fictional small town of Fernwood, Ohio,

Foggia, Italy. He received the Air Medal with four
oak-leaf clusters.

who had more than her share of calamity: Her grand-
father was a flasher, her mother was a flake, her hus-
band was cheating on her, their daughter was kid-
napped, and Mary herself had a breakdown on live TV.

iMary Hart man, Mary Hartm
networks. Mr. Lear syndicated it himself, and in most
markets, it was on after the late news.

He said he thought of the
characters as fAsurvivors.
made, they did not survive long.

The show made its debut in 1976, Ms. Lasser left the
next year, and, after being replaced for the summer by
the talk-s how parody MNFEa@gmhnwo of
| ater morphed -Nngbt daAmand
turning without her as A
gone by early 1978.

inSanford

| &exd t

Other Lear shows had longer lives
Son, 0 starring the

4 -

i me Bl ack

2.

c 0 me dPhotg cqurtesy Pinterest

Foxx as an irascible junk dealerd a n d , Il i ke
Family, o based on
NBC from 1972 to 1977.
197584) concerned a divorced woman (Bonnie
Franklin) living on her own with two teenage daugh-
ters. AGood Ti nv®)s a spihodf BoE
AiMaude, 06 was t h e-wosking Black o
woman (Esther Rolle) struggling to raise a family in a
Chicago housing project & at first with her husband
(John Amos) and then, when Mr. Amos was let go, as

a widow. (Ms. Rolle herself left the show after the
fourth season, unhappy with the direction it had
taken, but retur ned a year later.)

Son of a Salesman . Norman Milton Lear was born
on July 27, 1922, in New Haven, Conn., to Herman
and Jeanette (Seicol) Lear. His father was a salesman
of various products who was not very good at selling
much of anything, who sometimes ran afoul of the
law, and who had, his son later recalled, more than a
hint of Archieinhim. He woul d t el |
herself, just as Archie would with Edith, and more

hi

AAll in the

a & acon e sAfter the wag millions oksarvicemen ang wemen took
i Oadeantaye §f thexG.1. BYl of Righisdmattepdcepligge,

but Mr. Lear decided he would not return to Emerson .
With the help of an uncle who was a press agent, he
gotagop with the publicity firm of George and Doro-
thy Rgss, who rhgd many clients in the theater. He
lasted a year before being fired for planting one too
many items that were demonstrably false.

He found a way to put his imagination to better use
after he and his first wife, Charlotte, moved to Los An-
geles in 1949 For a while he and a friend, Ed Sim-
mons, worked as door-to-door salesmen Eventually
they started to write comedy routines together.

Their break came when Mr. Lear called the agent for
the popular nightclub entertainer Danny Thomas,
who would later become a TV star, and got his home
phone number by pretending to be a New York Times
reporer. MreThamas appgeciated thesbpldness of the
ploy. He also liked the routine the two men wrote for

than once told Nor man, f#Yohimaadrpdrchasaddt. | azi est white Ki ¢
I ever saw. o0
Television in its infancy needed material of all kinds,
Raised mostly in Hartford, Norman graduated from and Mr. Lear and Mr. Simmons soon became writers
Weaver High School there in 1940 and attended Em-  for Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, who were among
erson College in Boston but left shortly after the the rotating hosts of AThe
United States entered World War 1l to enlist in the They went on to write for i T h Martha Raye
Army Air Forces. He rose to technical sergeant and S h 0 (which Mr. Lear directed as well), after which
flew 52 missions as a radioman, most from a base near  they went their separate ways Mr. Lear wrote and
produced fAiThe George Gobel
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In 1958, Mr. Lear and his fellow writer Bud
Yorkin formed Tandem Productions & so named,
they said, because they thought of themselves as not
unlike two men going uphill on a tandem bicycle. The
company produced the singer Andy Williams 6 s
running variety show, as well as many television spe-
cials and several movies.

Mr. Lear wrote the screenplay for the Tandem
film A C o Mw Your Ho r (1963), starring Frank
Sinatra, directed by Mr. Yorkin and based on aNeil
Simon play. His script for i Di v o rAmezican
St y (1967, starring Dick Van Dyke and Debbie
Reynolds and also directed by Mr. Yorkin, was nomi-
nated for an Academy Award.

Mr . Lear was one of the
Raided Minskydso (1968),
days of burlesque directed byWilliam Friedkin . And
he wrote and directed
ring Mr. Van Dyke, about a town that quits cigarettes
en masse to win a $25 million prize. He might have
remained a reasonably successful but relatively ob-

i Col

that at 8 p.m. every Saturday, 60 percent of all televi-
sion sets in America were turned to it, and from 50
million to 60 million viewers were watching & among
them Sammy Davis Jr., who rearranged his perform-

1 o ing schedule so that he could watch in his dressing

room. Mr. Davis made a memorable guest appear-

ance, as himself, on an episode of the show that year,
in which he famously took Archie by surprise by kiss-

ing him on the cheek.

Mr. Davis expressed amazement that anyone would
be insulted by dAll in the
many groups said they were & and not just ethnic
groups. Some older Americans, for instance, took of-
fense to an episode in which two people were married
in a nursing home and the bride fell asleep. Mr. Lear

wagiedd @at te peronit its iebrdadeastNIt wadhane ofltliee y

few aceasiomsbwhanthe seemed tb find merit ingtheo r vy
complaints of his critics.

d Turkeyo (1971), also start
The debates never really stopped, but the show con-
tinued to garner high ratings into the late 1970s. Rob
Reiner and Sally Struthers left after the 197778 sea-

scure screenwriter and occasional directorhadheand s o n, and dAAlI in the Family
Mr ., Yorkin not | earned abMrut @Q@0B&8KCnsercestcaluled tmTi
Death Us Do Part. o Bunkerds Pl ace, 0 which made

That show, about an outspoken bigot and his family,
was a hit in England. They thought they could adapt
it for an American audience.

Mr . Lear wrote a script
Part, 0o and he and Mr .

for ABC. The network, however, rejected the show,
originally titled

was originally named Archie Justice), and CBS almost
did, too, but Robert D. Wood, the president of CBS
Television at the time, had faith in the idea. He fought

for it and put the show,
Family, o on the air.

A Hot -Button Hit Some critics embraced the
show; many did not. John Leonard, writing in Life
magazine under his pen name Cyclops, called it
Awr et cFree @errétti of The New York Times
wrote that its ethnic
used to hearing them shouted from the television tube
during prime-t i me fami |y
make one |l augh, 0 he
self-conscious, semiamusedg a s ps . 0O

But the public liked it . After being moved from Tues-
day to Saturday, it became the toprated show on tel-
evision, and while moving in and out of different spots

on the schedule, it remained at the top for five consec-
utive seasons In March 1972, The Times reported

moudeedl etdo oml aiyTi Edi tDre aB unn e
Yor knen ash atn ytomae peil Iset. 0e pWhseond et st

same time slot, focusing on Archie as the proprietor of
a neighborhood bar.

Jean Stapleton appeared on a few episodes of the new
show before deciding, as she put it, that if she contin-
Dio

viewers learned that Edithhad died. " Ar chi e Bun

AJustic®l Aoereod Al ¢ mai(rnédc one atdh ec had rra

AAlIl in the Familyo and its
ers and directors won 22 Emmy Awards, including
three fot Mre lrear .n lmmM@7d, wheA theé showhwon h e

seven,Johnny Carson, t hat year 0s h o
Emmy telecast AdAthe Nor man I
shows were so successful for so long thaBob
Hopeonce remar ked, ifWe can a
its owner, Nor man Lear . o

s | u B MriiLedr also kad biseshaselofsfleps. dnrll@75, his n ¢

AHot L Balti mor e, O0-davnotelt c or

pr ogr amas.based oh a play bydaofard Vilson, lasted 13
adde dweekS £ AB@.UAnY aftarsa fewhmeoye sliodlived e

shows, his hot streak was over by the mid1980s.
Some later projects 8 among them A704
(1994), about a Black fami/l
former home & were on the air for only a few weeks;
others never got off the ground.
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Working Till the End . Mr. Lear nevertheless kept Honors and Activism . His other honors included
his hand in television. In 2003, he helped write a few lifetime achievement awards from the Producers
epi sodes of i S o u t-Breakidg ank , O0Guild bfeAmetica,bthe drelevision Critics Association
mated series that was t he dndAREN Center USA Ee wasambng théfirsbifduct t s

(The showbs creator s, Ma t tees i the Trelevisi@n iAchdemyr Hallyof FBRnaernkl @84, ,
have said that their bile-spewing character Eric Cart- and he won Peabody Awards i
man is partly based on Archie Bunker.) Familyd) and 2016. I(1RW,rPresri s

ident Bill Clinton awarded him a National Medal of
In 2009, Mr. Lear developed a series about profes- Arts.
sional wrestling for HBO, although it was not picked
up. For several years he found no takers for his pro-  Mr. Lear was named a recipient of a Kennedy Center
posed series about retirees in Southern California, Honor in 2017. He attended the ceremony in Wash-
i Gu e s sDiéd?that changed in 2017, when NBC  ington but skipped the reception at the White House,

committed to produce a pilot, but a year later the net- citing his unhappiness with the policies of the Trump
work declined to pick up the show. administration.
Still working into his 90s, Mr. Lear was the executive AThis is a presidency that

producer of a new versi on thefartfiaddhhemaditey 0 adlibermteyy defurel thém ¢ e n
tered on a Latino family, for Netflix . Thatseriesmade o and t hat doesndt rest pl e:
its debut in 2017, to enthusiastic reviews, and lasted in an interview with The Times.
three seasons.

Mr. Lear turned his attention back to movies in 1982,
In July 2021, on his 99th birthday, TBS announced when he, Mr. Yorkin and Jerry Perenchio bought Avco
t hat it woul d devel op a rEebassy tPictuoeE TheMaewly retbmedt Embassy
Mary Hartman, 06 starring En@Corhnuniddteoms pralelased f#ms, wdudirng Ingmar
Lear as an executive producer The show hasnotyet Ber gmandés fiFanny and Al exan
begun production, but at his death Mr. Lear had other cl ai med mo ¢ k documentary i
projects in the works, including an animated version (1984) , directed by the AAI
of AGooda Ti enecsot o Bossiida o sRob Remer.
sitcom, starring Laverne Cox and the comedian
George Wallace, abouta manwho learnsthathisadult | n 1985, after Mr . Lear ac (
son has transitioned. he and Mr. Perenchio sold Embassy and Tandem to

the CocaCola Company for $485 million. That same
In May 2019, Mr. Lear and Jimmy Kimmel hosted a year, Mr. Lear founded Act Il Communications,
TV speci al on which epi s odamedtoaifnifyfhdthiid aciobhislifeh dc Faimi | § ®
and AThe Jeffer sonso wsare notabtepredadionsiwelde two ahertRpb Reiner fiirls,|
cast, including Woody Harrelson as Archie Bunker nStand by Me 0 (1986) and
and Jamie Foxx as George Jefferson The special was  (1987).
produced by Mr. Lear, Mr. Kimmel, and others as part
of a deal Mr. Lear had signed with Sony that included Mr. Lear entered the music business in 1999, when he
an option to reimagine his past shows and potentially and a partner acquired the Concord Music Group.
produce reboots. A second special, recreating epi- (The company merged with Village Roadshow Enter-

sodes of AAIlI i n the Fami ltainmentadGrodp infR@@8 and wad solchte ¥ood Creek r e d
that December; a third, recreating episodes of two Capital Management in 2013.)

other series Mr. Leards company had produced, AThe
Facts of Lifeo and #ADi ff 6rMrnLear Sever makleeassectet o laisslibepal leaainys; a s t
2021. but he became increasingly active politically with the

founding of People for the American Way in 1980 as a

ALive in Front of a St udi espohseda tieerVoral :Majovity enah ather Voieea ond s
60AlIl in the Familyd and OTtheeightt@dhtensganasdvatwoonéds EMmMmy
Award, making Mr. Lear, at 97, the oldest Emmy win- posing a constitutional amendment barring desecra-

ner in history . It was his fifth Emmy but his first in 46 tion of the American flag, joining lawsuits on behalf of
yearss. ( The ot hers had al/l b e &bartiorh rights, & Ad | p i nl itshhei nFgami-he b
ily. o) He broke his own rmaedRepdrtobAnti-@aynwnAatgi vaintoy .héer
Emmy the next year for fiLive in Front of a Studio Au-
di ence: O0AlIl in the Family' and 6Good Times. 60
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In 1985, after almost 30 years of marriage, Mr. Lear
and his second wife, Frances, reached a divorce settle-
ment estimated at $100 million or more, money she
used to found
out of business after six years.) He later married Lyn
Davis, a psychologist, who survives him.

He is also survived by their son, Benjamin; their
daughters, Brianna and Madeline Lear; a daughter
from his first marriage, Ellen Lear; two daughters
from his second marriage, Kate and Maggie Lear; and
four grandchildren.

FrancesLear died in 1996.

Mr . Leards resources
his divorce, and he continued to give both money and
time to numerous causes.

In 1989, he founded the Business Enterprise Trust to
promote socially responsible business behavior and
was among the founders of the Environmental Media
Association, which encourages entertainment indus-
try efforts to educate people about environmental is-
sues. In 2003, he founded Declare Yourself, a non-
profit organization to motivate people between the
ages of 18 and 29 to register to vote.

His $5 million pledge to the University of Southern
California in the 1999-2000 academic year helped es-

r e mafig

i | canot honestly say | ca
changed anyt hifinBgu,tdo whheats ali dh
thousands of memories of people relating to me that

. (e magazinerwany a azve maele them talk. And you know, the funny thing is,

people are still talking. o

Richard Severo, a Times reporter from 1968 to 2006, died in
June. Alex Traub contributed reporting.

Joseph Pellegrino
Marnie Crawford Samuelson | December 6, 2023

In a Provincetown Independent profile of Joe Pellegrino written
by Amelia Roth-Dishy in honor of his 100th birthday, he reflected
on his long life.

Joseph Pellegrino

tablish the Norman Lear Center at t he u Mang@apfediSamyelsors| An
nenberg School for Communication, which offers a
multidisciplinary program for the study of entertai n- When itods over, he said, #l
ment as a central component of 21stcentury life. and my son spiritually, o a
fied by adding, ii f you bel
In 2014, he publ i shed THisil s theeafterphegafterdpwilyat g E&en0 Hi's
Get to Experience. 0 | n t heyeds lereediedin 2038, andrhis son Tog digd@t 78 h e
The New York Times, @l bedday2028. realize how hard it
had been to be a human being. o
fiYou think about things | ik
He was also the subject ofrw tWocfuimedtan yansiwer,mabnut
Lear: Just Another Versi onpaoft Yoofu,h tourrnei|neda sle0d0 ,i nh €2 gsia6i.
On July 27, 2022, the day he turned 100, The Times  Joseph A. Pellegrino died peacefully at Cape Cod Hos-
published a guest essay by Mr. Lear in which he re-  pital in Hyannis on Nov. 19, 2023, surrounded by his
flected on the state of t hfamiy Hetureed 10@andulydbser ved, fATo
honest, Il 6m a bit worried that | may be in better she
than our democracy is. o0 Joe was born in Cambridge, the sixth of Francesco and
Maria Pell egr i ntlédsidlEsipgdnts ¢ h
For all his political activism, Mr. Lear knew that he spoke Italian with their first five children, but after
would be best remembered for his work in television. ~ they became American citizens, they insisted on
Interviewed by The Los Angeles Times in 2009, he of-  speaking only English with Joe and the two children
fered a measured assessment of the impact shows like ~ who followed.
AAl'l in the Familyo had on society.
I n the summer of 1938, Joe
Loui s Morea took him to t
7] BETEONE | Round-Up



https://www.nytimes.com/1996/10/01/us/frances-lear-a-mercurial-figure-of-the-media-and-a-magazine-founder-dead-at-73.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/06/16/business/media/richard-severo-dead.html
https://provincetownindependent.org/obituaries/2023/12/06/joseph-pellegrino-a-wellfleet-institution-dies-at-100/

vacation and introduced him to his cousin Irene, who
lived in Wellfleet. ii | t was | ove at
AfBamMheods the girl for me.

The couple married at the American Legion Hall in
Wellfleet on Dec. 12, 1942 The following April, Joe
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was assigned to the 15th
Air Corps as a supply man He served in Naples, Italy,
with some regrets for his lost opportunity to learn Ital-
ian when he was a boy, and he was in line to be de-
ployed to Okinawa in 1945 when the atom bombs were
dropped on Japan and the war ended.

After the war, Joe returned to Wellfleet, where he built
his family home in 1947 at 10 Cove Road There, he
and Irene raised their four children, Thomas, Joseph,
Norman, and Marie . He later built a house for each of
his children, who all remained in Wellfleet . Joe found
that fact

Joe lived a life committed to family and Wellfleet com-
munity life. AJoe was a home bui l
of all trades, Wellfleet selectman, committee member,
member of the American Legion and the VFW, Little
League baseball coach, Boy Scout troop leader, and he
ran roller skating at the
his son Norman said.

He would raise money for the American Legion every
year by selling American flags before the Fourth of
Julyparade. i The Legion honored
member ship and ser vi ce, 0
20 of thisyear, Roth-Di shy wr ot e,

AverPishgywrate. i f yi ng, 0

lose. He also followed the Patriots, especially during

. T itheisyiearssof syidedss whenJTone Bradyawasd quarter-
dack. A Wh e n

Tom Brady
Tampa B a yDjsly wikte,tlde cried.

Joe is survived by his sons Joseph and Norman Pelle-
grino and daughter Marie Pellegrino, all of Wellfleet;
grandchildren Kevin Pellegrino, Tommy Pellegrino,
Tina Miller, and Jason Higgins of Wellfleet; great -
grandchildren Kailey, Leila, Thomas, Ryder, Giuli ana,
Austin, and Jason Jr.; and many nieces, nephews,
grandnieces, and grandnephews.

Visiting hours will be from 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec.
15 at the Nickerson Funeral Home at 340 Main St. in
Wellfleet.

Burial will take place at a later date.
Rot h
In lieu of flowers, donations may go to the Wounded

Warrior  Project at support.woundedwarriorpro-
jdcearg, carpenter, jack

From the Editor

Please make sure to sign up forThe Millennium, the
organi zationds new nat.

structions for how to sign -up appear later in this issue.
Joe for 70 years of

L O N-@ oM WeteSad With Madd %@ Eligitle J une
e

Wel |l fl eet Sel ect

Board voted unani mously t orgRpT®phayd O Pel l egrino,

exemplary Volunteer, Resident and Human for the

Town of Wellfleet.6 Ble was invited to serve as mar-  jeff \rabel, Sr., Editor

shal for the 2023 Fourth of July parade, but he had to

decline to attend his 100th birthday party. jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

His service as a Wellfleet selectman ran from 1967 to click a button below for more information

1970. He had earl i er served 0N g 0

board of appeals He enjoyed town service, he told m m

Roth-Di s hy, ibut it took a ot of _time awsga —from my

job, and my wife wasndot happy. o SONAE SALES

Joe lived a long life in retirement. i He enj oyed T ——

deni ng, feeding th birds, an h|VRABEI. bbits, 0o

man said.

AnMy wor st problem is the s |r.EmEEm Rot h

Dishy. i | figure heds Godds cr u eat

But he raises hell with my bird seed. Eats it up in a e R s 292072

hurry.o o

Word searches and jigsaw puzzles filled up some of

Joeds time, and he was a |ifelong Red Sox fan, wi
8| BETEONE | Round-Up
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http://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/
http://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/

Robert L. Bristo

Central National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Second Wednesday Quarterly
September 13, 2023 | December 13, 2023
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802

For the Commander,i Bel i eve and
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman
Al &6m t he

ONE, Youdre th

John R. Cook

Northeast National Vice-Commander

D

REGIONAL BUSINES®IEETING
THIRDWednesday Quarterly
September20, 2023 | December20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 202 4

7:00 p.m. Eastern| Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853 5257
Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode:469 153

James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

What 6s up Westside!

Great job keeping the momentum going all. Ray Kroc
sai d AiMoment um
it gets bigger
does our numbers for the Westside. Great job to

i. &s itlgainks speed,
a n ddodsiamgl gce r

everyone in Western Region, | am super stoked how
great you are doing and making us shine L e tkéep
this snowball going! One day at a time is the secret to
building momentum.

Momentum is the spark that ignites the fire of success.
Momentum is also one of the most powerful and most
enigmatic attributes of success Thanks again for all
you do for this Amazing Organization.

One
Onel 0

ifOne Team,
Be the

Goal , On e

Respectfully For God and Country,

Terry A. Harris

Midwest National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
Fourth Wednesday Quarterly
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024

7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685

Linwood A. Moore

Southeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 26 2024 | June 5, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543

snowbal l
.0 Heck

9| BETEONE
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09

7] During a break in the action, Jodie presented a coin to
the AVeteran of t.hEveryGaglee 0O
member of the Thunderbirds tapped their hockey
sticks on the ice, which is how players applaud.

|

The Be the One mission is especially meaningful for

| f youdre a veteran in crisis oJodie oncerned about one, contact t
Veterans Crisis Line taeceive 24/7 confidential support . Dial 988
then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chaior text fivVeterans suicide is a canc
838255. said. " There are way too many
many programs to help veterans and their families, to
A major effort to promote help combat these needs and feelings that these veter-
Be the One ans develop in their military careers and come across
Henry Howard | December 5, 2023 as they try to transition out of service and back to ci-
vilian life. You candt just flip a
There is nothing minor about the support the Ameri- structured to unstructured . You have to have some
can Legion Department of Massachusetts receives Nelp. After a few years, you f
from the Springfield Thunderbirds . With this program we hope that they see us and seek

us out . o

For years the Thunderbirds, the American Hockey _ . _
League affiliate of the St. Louis Blues, have supported ~ One key, she pointed out, was having resources avail-
Massachusetts Legion programs such as Boys State, able.
Junior Law Cadet, American Legion Baseball,and the . . .
developing softballprogram. The team honoftTs0 ab g vahkl.e to save ome hleif
eran of the Gameod and r e g uMoEhatpeopleqrs yilling o step yp apdm'psﬁea&d raf
fle with proceeds going to a Legion program. not being afraid to step up and help 8 may nr_1ake e
di fference between | ife and

Department of Massachusetts NECman Jodie Pajak o ]
raves about the support. Be the O_ne was a natural tiein this season for the

Thunderbirds, which have regularly honored veter-
A 5 . sThejr njckname, ropriately enough, is related
WATCH ON (3 YouTube fge'gbha((:ek,rng s?afic Whr;r:) we q ﬁ)rl?hi Eir' Fr(a)jg:ﬁe ’Thunge%irds.

ask them for anything, 06 she
said. iThere is no hesitationl Nfer dadn fiwvgdy edntenheef mor
staff. | 6ve never been to any BYDhbVYVi &#Mfe dthewnedree t WeRyder:

are that welcoming. They want to be part of the com-  Jodie, who along with her husband, Drew, are mem-

munity and it definitely shows . The relationship is ~ bersof Post185in Agawam fiThey fel t the

phenomenal . o they did want to help. They have been phenomenal in
promoting this as a way to reduce the stigma We have

The Legion-Thunderbirds partnership was on full dis- a partner that loves puttin

pl ay on Dec. 1, The Amer.ican Legionbdés Be the One Day

arena to educate fans ab oWhemageNavy veierang qu%déotspriﬂgﬁ%dé"’heﬁfir i -

mary mission to reduce the number of veteran sui- Dr ewos family has been 0N
cides. Legion Family members handed out custom- hometown team. In fact, they have had season tickets

ized brochures to thousands of fans. since 1936.

Video: how to modify and use this trifold at your Be ~ A They have been such strong
the One event. gram we have, 0OmDrawsmal der

mimics what we do with Chip Ganassi Racing. Jodie

entire team, was revealed It will be raffled off at the chusetts. The minute the team heard about it, they
end of the season with proceeds going to the Veterans immediately donated to Massachusetts Legion soft-
& Children Foundation to support Be the One. ball because it is for the kids. Anytime we have asked

this team for support, promoting what the Legion is,
they have always beentherel t 6s a great p

10 | BETEONE | Round -Up



https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=A%20major%20effort%20to%20promote%20Be%20the%20One&url=https://www.legion.org/betheone/260634/major-effort-promote-be-one
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZknqLafWKY&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZknqLafWKY&t=2s
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260634/major-effort-promote-be-one

The Thunderbirds highlight The American Legion at Kentucky Legion post hoping

all 36 home games The Legion staffs a table inside Be t he On e event can
the arena, promoting timely programs and initiatives . ~

Over the course of a season, that outreach connects answered?o

the Legion with at least 220,000 fans. Steven B. Brooks| December 7, 2023

iAt this level, speC|f|cal°‘ \?yearslago LhSAHé:Q{c[eret,releBngoQCugyrug
important for us to build our business to open our man
doors to community projects and give it back to a classmed as a suicide, Curry felt otherwise The man,

number of programs, SpeCIq:upycs(?gL?dr@nh?msq_féodpaéhn A'HjC%rd}éi d
Nathan Costa, Thunderbirds team president. fi P a r t ers sal th
the vision from the very beginning was how we can do man was in crisis, which is why Curry is so passionate

things to make an impact on the community while also about The American Legionds
trying to do the right t hlr(?.pﬁce\gateranswude

Ryan Smith, who manages t hc\é’rryt. I Ofpfdagdin Post 113,in,Flizabeth-
nity relations and broadcasting, said his grandfather W Ky W ere e also serves as Sons of The Ameri-
served in World war I 1. f€teplegiongquadpn i3 qprqmarfldgn r Wagk OO

there are so many of these military folks who come  Ordinator of a Be th? One eve tfl?ec 5 atﬁthe post A"
back and for a variety of reasons and are not ableo ~ J-S- Department of Veterans Affairs staffer was on

reacclimate to society, o hedNdgitqo present VAGs S.A. V.
around 70 Legion Family members and others at the

Smith is thankful for the freedom he enjoys thanks to ~ €nd-

generations of veterans. - , :
AnAfter going t hrpeewgtbnclassane s

iThis is a chance to t hanILhro 9§ taemilitary, and gopw, being g payt of (Be tBeY do
hesaid iBecause without them, thre Weﬁeé‘?ﬂ@ S'Qﬁ%ﬂée'ie thaj éome of us did
could be doing on a dayto-day basis There is no ot Sal Curry, who

amount of thanks that we can give them for all that ~ National Executlve Commltteeman iHe was act
they do for us.o crying for help, but nobody caught onto it.

il feel very grateful and h
One). All three (national Legion Family leaders) have
taken this mission on to be their project to see it suc-

Ailt should be important. t6ddPaFPBEodyYEN TG & %'a8 &t
AEver ybody s h.oThé Thunteesbirdsiavea r €

family -oriented and community -oriented. | t 6 s ﬁ:H said that Be the One
only veterans. | t s t he ¢ o.mtroouidibée y tquds ’EIOI afmISSIOI‘l And like any of us that served

Strong community partners embolden the Be the One
mission.

your neighbor. It could be your friend. It could be ' I military, when a mi
your coworker that might need some help. They are ¢ 2K e t he full pledge of it,
willing to help us spread the word and make surethat S Urf €& th mEsston 1S success
it is known that is it OK to not be OK. O ,

Al'tés i mportant

WATCH ON E3YouTube| the awareness out there

Hardin County is very mili-
tary strong. We 6 r e iKmokadést bavejstar d
want to be able to (provide area veterans) tools to help

AJust reach . GMosd hé ¢ aiedhem %Ephegpﬁq_:mgquyelse if they might need as-

groups are just waiting foryoutoask. Don ot as kS 'tShted’ ¢ € -

to do something and then expect them to do it all for

youuMake sure you are therep‘?Stoll% B‘efﬂb%f Tom Folsomy who orked with
organize the event

be better for such an event, and that having an expert
to provide the training is critical.

Drew believes other American Legion departments
and posts can forge similar partnerships with their lo-
cal sports teams or other organizations.

11 | BETEONE | Round -Up



https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Steven%20B.%20Brooks&p=sbrooks&s=legion.org&subject=Kentucky%20Legion%20post%20hoping%20Be%20the%20One%20event%20can%20be%20%E2%80%98a%20prayer%20answered%E2%80%99%C2%A0&url=https://www.legion.org/betheone/260651/kentucky-legion-post-hoping-be-one-event-can-be-%E2%80%98-prayer-answered%E2%80%99%C2%A0
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260651/kentucky-legion-post-hoping-be-one-event-can-be-%E2%80%98-prayer-answered%E2%80%99%C2%A0

ilt appears, according to
t hat veteran suicides are
sad. il f we can save one i f
lutely worth it . To have the trained professional here
to do this, to help us
training professional, obv

swer some of the questions that people might have
Their program mirrors (Be
The training was provided by National Guard veteran
Kelly Marcum, who deployed to Iraq during Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom and is now 50 -percent service con-
nected for post-traumatic stress disorder. Marcum
now is a mental health social worker who serves as
Community Engagement and Partnerships Coordina-
tor at the Robley Rex VA Medical Center in Louisville.
Marcum said that teaming with organizations such as
The American Legion is valuable as VA continues to
work to reduce veteran suicidesi especially among
those not in the health-care system.

o~ . . gg
AfAnecdotally and statlstlcadli.fH Stl

portance now for (VA) to involve the community in su-
icide preventiomTdheM&¥Ac thm
somewhat successful with being able to counter sui-
cide with a lot of clinical interventions, evidence -
based practices But at the same time, there are a lot

of veterans that are not utilizing VA health care, or
maybe not even seeing a veteran service officer.

iSo, being able to train
lationships with people like The American Legion i
who can now interact with those veterans in a way that
we talked about todayi is going to prevent suicide for
those folks who are maybe coming to a Legim (post)
where they feel
nity where they feel comfortable going in and asking
for help. o

c

Marcum, who admitted to having suicidal thoughts in
the past, said that while VA has several successful su-
icide-prevention programs, more than half of the na-
tionds veteWVAnmMmhedoredtuluse
erans are dying by suici
he said, noting the number of suicides by veterans uti-
lizing VA services is starting to drop. i So , wh a
need to do with you guys is get out in the community.
That Be the One attitude i
to do. Everybody needs to be a suicide preventionist
Everybody needs to have a little bit of training and a
little bit of comfortahbi
look a little vulnerable to you, and be able to go up and

comfortabl

de

1 t $ eSigast of $uicigal thirkig shobla be regsg- h a \
Onivedt he ri se again,(‘) Fol sol
© ARXsKROtRE MWmbBkt: imphdftahso

uthlnkln of iIIin y<
\k//e Iqu(e é H<

yika ”&%uY%‘n%ta’H%?p

E - Encourage treatment and expedite getting

t RedP. One), in my opinion.od

Marcum admitted it can be difficult to identify some-

one contemplating suicide, even those who verbalize

their thoughts. i The peopl e who talKk

cide kill themselves. The peopl e that d

thing about suicide kil bve

never seen any kind of pattern where | can pin them

down and say, 60h vyeah, t h

have really worried about. d

Thatos why asking is someon

t hat nyone can fi that r
take

sal gs-ssa\bng sklilscfor%1e|nt?§tlt%eal)étg&J 7

%ugté)k% CIesjg)meone grabs their chest and falls down
Ore going to yelMYoufborre

gor ng to check for breathin

do for CPR. You know a little bit to get them to that

next level of care.

=1}
>

al | y o u.8Jusekndwehatdit- t o
2 Byfethip et %W Tho% v%e el h
I n October during the Legi
anapoli s, the organization
mittee passedResolution No. 9, which strongly en-
cqurages Amerlcan Legion ?sti;'; 0 host VA %AV E.
tralnlng cladsks afd td invite loca communlty, gov-
ernment agencies, notfor-profits and businesses to
participate in the training.

That
I b

és
ommunI

ty

—

0
0

American Legion posts interested in hosting a VA
S.AV.E. training class can facilitate it through their

L e d i c a-prevéhton teanr. A s
post st gan ?gcate contaft |nformat| n, far their local. sui-
cid& preventlon t€am hroug K the \)et}—,(rans Cridis Lih&
Resource using this link. Once on the website, enter a
iIP codeé and press search Then select the box next
to Suicide Preventj o\ Coprdinal an ress search
aggalnl[ gnce c%netlp eted ﬁoﬁwnﬁ)é prOV| ed With th% ryi
closest suicide prevention coordinator and their con-
tatct |nformat|on

S

r a

See someone é and th

S a 6 He ar e ou OK?260o Marcum said he was pleased
Yo yo y ' il t wasglo steertlgatemany people in the parking
That 6s one of the maiAW.Eco rﬁn,%tr?é]vvhﬁe V rgn(tjstcagnfe tl-.rrr]engv

Training , which focuses on four key facets: S . .
afflllatedelsreallylmpo
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https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/VA_SAVE_Training.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/VA_SAVE_Training.pdf
https://archive.legion.org/node/15143
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/find-resources/local-resources/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/find-resources/local-resources/

know a ton of other veterans. Ther eds SOl
about us as veterans, we gravitate to other veterans
We find them in the community we live in. So, | think

Century Committee

itds much more effective €& with pb8hden Chofmtoh because

theydébre going to be able to havS%cor‘Fd'?u%sHo%@i-Ménmwt on pr et
much their entire env'rOnmenbcfotbet}?OY,’Zng|Dec%mcbléﬂf,EOtNt0'O

That 6s the hope for Fol som: ThﬁAP‘rCht]ﬁf@O2l4t|éHr”n9i2rQ%4 provide
at Post 113 cansave alifei To me, t hat os t héunerld 2824 hAugust 13,2024

webre doing AIAmMdo ifie tdhaitd coul d possibly

happen, that would be a miracle. A prayer answered
't would be fantastic. o

A pou 20 dar
£ aa/(c/—&{ﬁ HONSIrS

Juan Cruz Rodriquez, Department of Puerto Rico

National Commissions
and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should email them to
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included. All meeting information
subject to change.

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey, Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023
February 19, 2024 | April 15, 2024
June 17,2024 | August 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

-
-
- -

. .
e gt s TresT

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 919 4714 3789 | Passcode: 241 429

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth
Committee

Joseph lohman, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly

September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024
May 13, 2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

-
-
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Season’s greetings
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Finance Commission

William G. Hill, Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
April 10, 224 | JU|y ]8, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

Christopher Michel, Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27,2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

Member Training &
Development
Committee

Michael Cotton, Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

Membership &
Squadron Activities
Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr., Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Legion Flag & Emblem.

2023 SAL Membership Stats | 12/07/23
Total Actual Membership 380,056
Percentage of Goal 103.33
Renewal Percentage 89.22
Quota Detachments 45
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
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https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd, Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin, Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
October 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.le-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch”  where you will be directed to www.myl-
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.

Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation
Commission

Bruno Williamson, Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023
February 12, 2024 | April 8, 2024
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824

What 6s next f or VAOS

The American Legion | December 5, 2023

A primary Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) re-

search program hit its goal, but it is not stopping

there.

The Million Veterans Project (MVP) reached its mile-
stone on Nov. 8 when the one millionth veteran was
added to the research program, which was launched
in 2011. The goal of MVP is to collect information

from veterans and analyze it to improve VA health

- ¢ MILLION
PROGRAM

Jennifer Deen, associate director of Cohort and Public

Rel ations in VAbds Office o
ment, talked about goals moving forward.
ASo, wéx@d 6Been sai d. A We h:

work to do. A couple of our high impact goals for the
cohort in general is making MVP more accessible and
bringing MVP to the veteran through the ways that are
most convenient to them. o

Those include sending a kit to the veteran, opening
new locations and more.

Deen also said VA wants to increase the numbers of
the underrepresented populations. Of those already
signed up:
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90% are male.

Three in four are white.

18% of participants are black and 8% are His-
panic, including some who identified as being
multiracial.

=A =4 =4

The average age is 67, with more than one in three be-
tween the ages of 70 and 79. Overall, 81% are 50 or
older.

By diversifying those numbers, it would help create
better health-care solutions for all veterans. So,VA is
encouraging veterans with diverse backgrounds to
sign up for MVP.
ifnWe want to bri that wval
point of
really bright for MVP . We want to increase diversity

and bring MVP to the veteran to let all veterans be a
part of this. Expanding that data access so research-
ers, inside and outside VA, have the ability to impact

research and help us with our next goal and scope of
the project. And it will be something our physicians

can use in the real wor |l d.

ng

Phoenix Post 117 sends holiday
cheer to over 21,000 deployed

servicemembers
The American Legion | December 7, 2023

American Legion Family
members of Pat Tillman
Post 117 in Phoenix, Ariz.,
are delivering Christmas
cheer by mail to deployed
servicemembers. Over
21,000 Christmas cards are on their way to military
men and women who will be away from their loved
ones this holiday season.

ifWe want them to know
gion here in Phoenix, Arizona, that really cares for
them, 0 said Auxiliary Unit

driguez, who organizes the card signing, now in its
sixthyear. i That each message
and that we do appreciate them, and we do hope that
they know theyodére | oved,
us, America does love them We specifically love them
here at the Post 117.0

That 6s. hloer add mor e
Post 117 Legion Familyi a shipment of 40 care pack-
ages filled with toiletries, chocolate, gum, granola
bars, the Christmas cards, spices and more are also on
their way to deployed servicemembers.

car e, 0. fiDleheen fsuut num&B€ iNFoeodk0s d o t

t hatditrheecrt @bs

on

iwWe are trying to | et them
and we appreciatethem They 6r e putting
the |line for us, 0 said Uni't

Myrick, who organizes the care packages and under-
stands sacrifice coming from a military family and a

father who was in law enforcement. A Thei r f am
are also sacrificing for us. If we send some packages,

it makes life easier for them. | just want to make life
easier for them because of
The Christmas cards and cal
heart soar, 0 said Post 117

iltods. latcGhsi omot . Wahate a lttie sag-s

ing, well done is greater than well said. Our American
Legion post family, and | accent the word family i our
Apdliarg, gu Rong, Qur Riders T {nake &3 cMMita ¢ ¢
hings, not say

The Christmas card signing kicked off in July at the
post with a potluck meal and raffle drawing. Post 117
Legionnaires, Auxiliary members and Sons of The
American Legion members have signed cards for the
past five months, along with other Legion posts in the
18th District and community members who saw the
good the post was doing on the news and social media.

iltés an hour or two of (co
in and) signing cards, and it will be very impactful for
the people that are going t

said Rodriguez, adding that each card has up to 10 sig-
natures. For District 12, Rodriguez put forth a chal-
lengei the post that signed the most cards would re-
ceive $100 from Auxiliary Unit 117. Post 65 fis
up big time and they gave
said, which helped the post surpass its goal of 17,117
cardstoover 21,000. i So ot her post s
ping up and helping us as well, and | appreciate each
and everyone. 0

t
u

a

The Post 117 Legion Family knows the impact the
cards have on deployed servicemembers A recipient

of a card several years ago, Todd Struble, is now the

Aafh RAgseti aamwjlgRe-Leg
moved to Phoenix following service and joined Post

1174 bkcAus® of ene tafi € Hte Ghariids tiitn ew aRsC
t hat he never forgot, 0 Rodr

the card is heartfelt

The Legion Family too sees the impact the care pack-

eayes,mow i Bss@cbnd Yelre have he the havek re-0 w

ceived photos of servicemembers holding care items
in appreciation. One reci pi ent is
who is stationed in Germany and shares items from

a [

hol i daheca paekades witH othés irf his platoon And two

post members have a granddaughter stationed on the
USS Gerald Ford who is looking forward to the care
packages along with her shipmates.
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Items are collected from Legion Family members and
the community thanks to the creative efforts of My-
rickés daughter, Victori a,
promotes it on social media.

Burton, Rodriguez, and Myrick each say that it takes
the entire Legion Family to make the cards and care
packages possible i We want to see
up where they should be.
This brings the family together because it brings eve-
rybody together, our Riders, our Sons of The Ameri-

can Legion, our Axillary
Altds not | ust. Wemhavethedbacking a r
of each and every one

said.

Last year when Myrick brought the care package idea
to the post,worstcases cenar i o was
able to send out items and help a lot of our military,
and itbs going to make
stronger. | wanted to have something that was not for
one entity of the post, that it was for everybody to
come together and work together as a family because
our post really is one big family. We look out for each
other, and we try to help each other. 1 just thought
this (care packages) is something that affects all of us
in one shape or form.o

(0]

Veterans Employment
& Education
Commission

Jim Coates, Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023
February 15,2024 | April 18, 2024
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060

SONS OF THE
=AMERICAN

LEGION

t ha

Make sure you’re subscribed
to The Millennium

Don’t miss out on any of the news from the Sons of The
American Legion and the Legion Family. To receive the
monthly national SAL enewsletter, go to Le-

ogion.org/Newsletters and log in to subscribe. You'll
a need your Mylegion account to do so; that gives youd n t

access to not only the SAL e-newsletter, but the national
American legion e-newsletters, the Digital Dlspctch

L
membership discounts and much more!

email address on your individual membership record
that National Headquarters has on file. Registering
with an email not listed as your primary email will not
provide access to membership details, leadership re-
sources or permissions.

To register an account

—_

Go to Mylegion.org

2. Click “Register” in the upper righthand corner

3. Enter your email in the Register window and click
Next. A Verify Account window opens. Leave this
page open. Go to your email and retrieve the OTP
(One Time Password).

4. Enter the OTP and click Verify.

5. Click Next and you will be logged in.

6. Go to My Account to view membership details.

=AMERICAN

LEGION
RIDERS

S==AMERICAN

§\ LEGION =

IER:
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Lisa Williamson,
National President
The American Legion Auxiliary

Sports

Leyland latest Legion Baseball alum

to Hall of Fame
The American Legion | December 4, 2023

The number of American Legion Baseball alumni en-
shrined in the National Baseball Hall of Fame will in-
crease to 860 at leastd when Jim Leyland joins the
Hall next July.

Leyland, who played Legion Baseball for Post 183 in
Pemberville, Ohio, was the sole selection to the Hall of
Fame by the Contemporary Baseball Era Committee
for the Class of 2024 Ley |l andds
nounced Dec. 3 at Maj or
Meetings in Nashville, Tenn.

Leyland could be joined by two more Legion Baseball
alumni in the Class of 2024 if Matt Holliday (Stillwa-
ter, Okla.) and Gary Sheffield (Post 248/Tampa, Fla.)
are selected by the Baseball Writers Association of
America (BBWAA) on their ballot . Voting results for
the writersd ballot wildl
induction ceremony taking place during Hall of Fame
Weekend in Cooperstown, N.Y., July 21, 2024.

selection \ _
LFerdhg firet timg.athe @ame (3| pans kickaff, GRSeTV

Leyland was one of eight former managers, execu-
tives, and umpires on the ballot for consideration by
the 16-member Contemporary Baseball Era Commit-
tee. Leyland appeared on 15 of the 16 ballots; 12 votes
were needed for enshrinement.

Another Legion Baseball alumnus, Lou Piniella (West
Tampa), came up one vote shy of joining Leyland in
the Hall of Fame. Former National League President
Bill White was the only other candidate to receive dou-
ble-digit votes, with 10.

Also on the ballot were managers Cito Gaston and
Davey Johnson; umpires Ed Montague and Joe West;
and former general manager Hank Peters.

The eight candidates were selected by the BBWAAap-
pointed Historical Overview Committee from a pool of
eligible candidates whose most significant career im-
pact occurred after 1980.

Leylandtold ML B Net wor Kk, iltos
you can get in our busi
cited, surprised, flattered. All those words come into
play when youodre thinking

Leyland won 1,769 games in 22 seasons as a manager
with the Pirates, Marlins, Rockies, and Tigers, win-
ning the 1997 World Series
existence. He also managed Team USA to the 2017
World Baseball Classic title 8 four years after retiring
from major league managing. Leyland was a three
time Manager of the Year, with Pittsburgh in 1990 and
1992 and with Detroit in 2006.

124th edition of Army  -Navy

on display in new venue
John Chuhran | December 7, 2023

Ités hard to believe that
the 124th edition of the Army-Navy Game, but a sig-
ni ficant first wild.l occur
ing kickoff sails into the air.

was an-

network) will be played in New England 1 Gillette Sta-
dium in Foxboro, Mass. 1 and fans might be expecting
a classic, closefought, ground battle . But that might
not happen.

With Air Force topping Navy 17-6 in October and
Army upsetting Air Force 23 -3 last month, Army (5-6)

bisein RESitiANotQ WinctkeCommander -Ip-Gh i g/ff @ & 1

phy outright for the first time since 2020 if the Black
Knights can top the Midshipmen . If Navy (5-6) wins,

18 | BETEONE

| Round-Up

ness


https://www.mlb.com/news/hall-of-fame-contemporary-era-ballot-2023

the round-robin competition will end in a tie and the
170-pound, 2.5-foot-tall, silver and black prize will be
retained by Air Force, which won the trophy last year.
The 2023 football season saw some significant
changes for both squads Army, which had been the
most run-centric team in the nation, added a shotgun-
set passing attack about 15 percent of the timei far
less than most opponents, but still a significant in-
crease for the cadets. The new style of play produced
inconsistent results, as Army stumbled to a 2-6 record
entering the Air Force game. Brilliant Army defense
forced six Air Force turnovers and held then- 8-0 Fal-
cons to 155 yards on the ground and just 259 total
yards. But the offense still struggled. Through 10
games, Army was averaging 192.8 yards per game on
the ground and 112 through the air.

Everything changed i n
against Coastal Carolina The shotgun was aban-
doned, quarterbacks Bryson Dailey and Champ Harris
returned to starting behind center Brady Small, and
the Atriple optionodo was
of tricks. This was old-school Army football i 348
rushing yards, zero passing yards and a strangling
39:51 minutes of ball possession that forced the visi-
tors to rely on trying low -percentage big plays.

nWe felt l' i ke we needed

we've been kind of working on some of the under-cen-
ter stuff and having it ready and having it prepared

and felt like this was going to be the best approach to
start the game, 0 s ai donk&m
afterthewin.il don't know that |
going to stay in it the entire game, but we were moving

the football and controlling the clock and scoring, and

so we stuck with it.o

Navy also adjusted to a new style of play this year, as
first-year Head Coach Brian Newberry brought some
changes to a team that had failed to win more than
four games in any year since 2019 The Midshipmen
have won two of their last three outings and are

Ar it

" O b (76 oor 1ok selel

gaining confidence with each contest The chance to
deny Army the CIC Trophy is extra motivation.

Al think our playerso minds
t heir psyche is in the.rig
iYou doné6ét want your Kkids t
You want to be laser focused and dialedn. My job as

head coach is to make sure
mind. Thereds a | ot of simila

teams i just look at their defense and look at ours.
They play extremelyhard. They 6r e ext r.emel

They fly around. They know what t h
They6r e we They playfastc Ihavd lot of re-

spect for how they play the
Armyos strengths start wi t !

linebacker Leo Lowin, who has 83 tackles and is third
in the nation with four forced fumbles: linebacker
Jimmy Ciarlo (51 tackles) and safety Quindrelin Ham-
monds (58 tackles).

Offensively, Dailey leads Army in rushing with 817

yards and seven touchdowns on 188 carries He has
also completed 53 of 106 pass attempts for 859 yards
with six touchdowns and 6 interceptions.

The Navy offense is led by senior quarterback Xavier
Arline (23 -42 for 320 yards and two scores), with an-
other senior, Tai Lavatai (40-75 for 522 yards and five
TDs), questionable after missing the last 4 games with

Riore Mbac Alow Taczs (194 yarbig e

sophomore Alex
The Navy defense features seven players with at least

es) linebacker
o Lgs B e
1l (62).
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to have
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Gerald
lock, 83, of
Dale, Ind.
passed away on
Nov. 26, while
visiting his
daughter in
Wadsworth, Il

Gerald Spurloc

Spur-

Gerald was born in Gentryville to

Clell and Mary (Wangler) Spurlock

and married Betty Jean Lindsey.
He participated in many sports

throughout his life, in August 2023

he was able to go watch his favorite
team, The Dodgerd Gerald also en-
joyed playing Euchre and golfing.
Gerald had a knack for growing
many tomatoes and liked to share
them. He drove a semi for over 45
years before retiring from The Con-
nection Trucking and was a mem-
ber of the Sons of the American Le-
gion. His pride and joy were his
grandchildren and great grandchil-

dren.

He is survived by his longtime com-
panion, Virlee Waninger, his

daughters, Kristy (Tim) Schuetter,

Lisa Spurlock, and Carol (Michael)

Smith. Grandsons, Zach and Noah
Schuetter, great grandchildren,

Skylar, Lindsey, and Landon Smith.
His siblings, Ben (Mary) Spurlock,

Mae Cooper, Eleanor (Basil) Cook
and Joann Kapp.

He was preceded in death by his
wife Bettye (Lindsey) Spurlock,
brothers, James, Loren, Elwood
and LeRoy Spurlock and agrand-
daughter Dacia Smith.

Funeral Services are planned for
Saturday Dec. 9, 2023 at 11 AM CST
at the Fuller Funeral Home in Dale,
Ind. Burial to follow in Hackleman
Cemetery.

Visitation will be Friday Dec. 8,
from 2 p.m. till 6 p.m. CST at the
Fuller Funeral Home in Dale.

Fuller Funeral Home is handling
arrangements.

a informatidne r 0 s

Gerald W. Rutger
F % Gerald W. Rutger,
62, of Flora passed
away at 9:25 pm
Sunday, November
26, 2023 at his
home in Flora.

Gerald was born
on July 19, 1961, in Fairfield, Illi-
nois, the son of Veryl and Faye
(Bowlin) Rutger . Gerald had
worked in many different places in
his career with some including, the
Hollins Truck Stop in Flora and the
Flora Elks. Gerald was acaregiver,
him and his brother Phillip took
care of their parents for many years
until they passed away. Gerald and
Phillip liked to go fishing and he
loved nature, going to Charlie
Brown Park in Flora and walking all
around it as often as he could Ger-
ald was a member of the Sons of
The American Legion in Flora and
had been attending the Flora As-
sembly of God Church in Flora.

Gerald is survived by 2 brothers:
Phillip Rutger of Flora, Veryl (Ja-
net) Rutger, Jr. of Flora; a niece
and nephew: Jeffery and Erin Rut-
ger; step-niece: Sarah Skidmore;
and many aunts, uncles, and
friends.

Gerald was preceded in death by his
parents; a sister: Connie Rutger.

Memorial services to celebrate Ger-
alddés 1ife wildl
Monday, December 11, 2023 at the
McGriff Funeral Home in Louisville
with David Bonham officiating .
Burial will follow at the Floral Gar-
dens of Memories Cemetery, Flora
Visitation will be held on Monday
morning at the funeral home where
friends may call from 11:00 am to
12:00 pm. In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to the family
to help assist with the final ex-
penses To sign the guestbook
online or share a memory of Ger-
ald, please visitby clicking here.

David J. Hulslander
David J.
Hulslander,
82, of Harford,
NY passed
away peace-
fully at home
on Tuesday,
November
28th, 2023.

He was born June 1, 1941 in
Cortland, a son of the late Roy and
Bernice (Hutchings) Hulslander.

A lifelong area resident, David was
a member of the United Brother-
hood of Carpenters & Joiners of
America Union since 1965 and re-
tired in 2003 . He was a member of
the Harford Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for 57 years and served as Fire
Chief. He was also a member of the
Sons of the American Legion in
Dryden serving as chaplain and his-
torian. He thoroughly enjoyed be-
ing a part of the ritual team and felt
this was a way he could give back
since never serving in the armed
forces. There co
better husband or father. He was a
talented carpenter, handy man, and
all around problem solver. He en-
joyed the outdoors and held a life-
time sporting license for hunting
and fishing. He was also an avid
NASCARfan, rarely missing a race.
He was funny and kind to all that
knew him.

He is survived by his wife of 58
years, Nancy (Welch) Hulslander;
his sons: Mark Hulslander of Can-
dor, (Kelli of Dryden), Brian

Hulslander (Brandi) of Dryden,

Keith Hulslander (Cheryl) of Day-

tona Beach, FL; Daughters: Sara
Diamond (John) of Dryden, and

Brenda Bush (John) of Daytona
Beach; Grandchildren, Lindsay
Bomysoad (Dan) of Dryden, Lacey
Brown (Rob) of Dryden, Emily
Haflett (Devin) of Horseheads,
Hannah Diamond (Merritt) of Dry-

den, Shy Bleck, Dennis Bleck &
Travis Hill; Great Grandchildren:

Kinsley Bomysoad & Graelyn
Brown of Dryden. Sister: Freda
(Stephen) Lucas of Groton and
brother: Robert

Hulslander of Freeville.

b B additoh tb hia parents2 he gvas

predeceased by his brothers Roy
ABudo Hul sl ander
Hulslander and sisters Beverly Pas-
salugo, Arlene Ward, & Mary Wil-
liams, along with numerous neph-
ews, nieces,and cousins.

A celebration of life will be held at
1pm on Saturday, January 27, 2024
at the Dryden Veterans Memorial
Home, 2272 Dryden Rd, Dryden.
Private interment will be held at a
later time in the Green Hills Ceme-
tery. Memorial contributions in

Daviddés name can
Dryden Veterans Memorial Home
Ritual Team.

u

Todd R eed
Todd A.
Reed, 57,
of Mal-
vern,
passed
away
S Thurs-
day, Nov. 30, in the Aultman Hos-

pital.

He was born May 2, 1966, in Can-
ton. Todd worked for over 35 years
as a journalist, sportswriter, and
photographer. He spent most of his
career at The Malvern Community
News and The News Leader until its
tlabingd He thea warkedbf@ eight

months for Jordan Miller -News un-
til he was unable. He loved cover-
ing his community, adding heart-

felt coverage and a personal touch
Todd was an undying fan of high
school athletes, and he did his best
to allow each one to shine He was
gracious and generous in his sup-
port of their hard work and dedica-

tion. In his early career, he was a
photographer for Aardvark Studio,

traveling the country shooting at

college graduations. He also photo-
graphed local little league teams
and weddings for over 25 years.

He graduated from Malvern High
School in 1984 and attended The
Ohio State University and the Uni-
versity of Akron. He was proud to
be a cafounder of the Malvern Ath-
letic Hall of Fame in 2012. He was
a Sons of the American Legion
member for 34 years. He received
the Distinguished Service Award
from the OATCCC and the East Dis-
trict OIAAA Media Award.

Todd was also passionate about his
iprBfessiamal spof keants| ge Yips,
Vikings, Reds, Oilers, and USA Soc-
cer. He loved camping with friends

p angd his nephew in the little Scamp

trailer he refurbished . And he was
so \kerg grateful foil His fieadship

with Jeff Tucci and Matt Blair and

their support over the years. His
wife and he shared the love and
companionship from their dogs

Maddie, Cassidy, Cooper, and An-
nie.

He is survived by his wife of 25
years, Michelle Bocki Reed; sister
and brother-in-law, Rhonda and
Michael Chiurco; nephew, Nathan
Chiurco; and an aunt, Sonia Strock

He walsi preeedet! énddeathdoy hih e
AHapo

parent s, Wayne
Reed; mother-in-law Phyllis Bocki;

and father-in-l aw Ant hony

Bocki.

A memorial service will be held
Dec. 6 at 6:30 pm in the Minerva
First Presbyterian Church with
Rev. Kathryn Ophardt officiating .
A private family graveside service
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will be held at Bethlehem Ceme-
tery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Malvern Ath-
letic Booster Club or the Carroll
County Animal Protection League.
Those wishing to send condolences

may sign the online register
at www.gotschallfuner-
alhome.com.

Kenneth Wright

Kenny took his last breath to Amaz-
ing Grace on Friday, November 24,
2023 at 8:50 pm. His wife of 31
years, Juddi was by his bedside as
was his longtime good friend Dottie
Moore.

Kenny worked in construction most
of his life and drove trucks hauling
large equipment and machinery
from one job site to another. He
built many homes and was proud of
building Woody Hayes' log cabin
retreat.

After retirement he resided in
Bradenton, Florida and spent his
summers in Akron, Ohio where he
was born.

He is preceded in death by his lov-
ing parents, Mack and Sylvia; 2
brothers, Cal and Chuck Jones; and
sister, Gladys.

He leaves behind his daughter, Ni-
cole Huntsman; son in law, Mi-
chael; and grandson, Luke; his
wife, Juddi; and cat, Boo Boo. Also
surviving are his brother and sister
in law, John and Dorita
Sondereker, and a niece, Elaine.

Kenny lived a good life. He be-
longed to a Van Club in Ohio in the
60's. He loved Indy Car and Nascar
Racing and attended many events
in his motorhome over the years.

After retirement, Kenny spent sev-
eral years doing race recovery for
Miller Industries at Daytona, Se-
bring, St. Pete, and Homestead He
was first one on the track in the
morning and last one off the track
at night.

He enjoyed watching his brother in
law's Thoroughbred Horses race at
Delmar, CA, and San Anita Park
Win or lose, it was always exciting.
Kenny was a longtime member of
F.O.P. Lodge #6 in Akron, Ohio;
Eagles 555 and 3171; Bradenton
Moose Lodge #1223; and Son's of
American Legion Posts 19, 24, and
312.

He will be missed by his close
friends, Pete and Ronnee, Bob,
Dottie, Bill and Marie, Mark, Tom,
and Larry and so many more too
numerous to mention.

Kenny was blessed to have such
caring and loving friends in his life .

A Celebration of Life will take place
in Bradenton in the near future and
again in Akron in the Summer.

Mark A. Bidlac  k

GROVER HILL 71
Mark A. Bidlack,
71, of Grover hill,
died 1:50 a.m.,
Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, 2023 at Van
Wert Hospi-
tal. He was born
April 22, 1952 in
Fremont to the late Marion and Do-
ris (Bowling) Bidlack. On August
11, 1973, he married HelerBendele,
and she survives in Grover Hill.

Other survivors include two sons:
Tim (Jenny) Bidlack of Defiance
and Heath (Jennifer) Bidlack of
San Tan Valley; six grandchildren:
Austin, Hannah, Katie and Ethan
Bidlack and Jessica and Haley Bid-
lack; a great-grandson, Asher; two
siblings: Jill (David) Bauer of
Grover Hill and Dean (Betty) Bid-
lack of Continental; and a sister-in-
law, Karen Bidlack of Fort Jen-
nings.

He was also preceded in death by a
grandson, Aaron Scott Bidlack and
a brother, Todd Bidlack.

Mark retired in 2007 after 37 years

with BF Goodrich, Woodburn,

IN. He was a member of Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church,
Ottoville, Continental Sons of the

American Legion, and social mem-
ber of Grover Hill VFW. Mark was
a 1970 graduate of Grover Hill High

School and had been a youth group
|l eader at t he
Catholic Church in Paulding. He
was an avid coin collector, car en-
thusiast, OSU Buckeye fan and en-
joyed garage sales and mowing.He
was a fan of any sporting event
played by his sons, grandchildren,
nieces, or nephews.

Funeral mass will begin at 10:30
a.m., Wednesday, December 6,
2023 at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, Ottoville with Fr.

George Mahas officiating. Burial

will follow in Middle Creek Ceme-

tery, Grover Hill . Visitation will be

from 2 to 7 p.m. Tuesday and one
hour prior to the funeral Wednes-

day at LOVE HEITMEYER FU-
NERAL HOME, Jackson Twp.
16085 St. Rt. 634, Ft. Jennings,
Ohio 45844.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be given to the American
Heart Association.

Condolences may be expressed at
www.lovefuneralhome.com

John B. Wenninghoff IV

John Wenninghoff 1V, age 76,
passed away in Bellevue, NE, on
November 28, 2023. He was born
to the late John Il and Marie Wen-
ninghoff, in Omaha, NE, on No-
vember 30, 1946. He is survived by
his wife, Mary Lou; children, Renee
(Joe) Hylok and Ken (Abby) Wen-
ninghoff; eight grandchildren; sib-
lings, Mary Ann (Dave) Decker,
Jimmy Wenninghoff, Kathleen
(Terry) Foust, and Betty (Joe) Jas-
nowski.

John was amember of Sons of The
American Legion.

A Visitation will be held Friday, De-
cember 1, 2023, from 10 to 11 a.m.,
at Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 7308 S 42nd St, Bellevue,
NE 68147, with Memorial Service
to follow at 11 a.m. Private family
burial at Omaha National Ceme-

tery.

Good Shepherd Funeal Home
L Street Chapel

4712 S. 82nd St

Omaha, NE 68127

gsfuneral.com
402-505-9260

Published by Omaha World-Herald
on Nov. 30, 2023.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Howard L. Spangler
Howard L. Spangler, 79, of Beech

Creek, passed away Tuesday, Nov.

28, 2023, at the UPMC Wil-

f o rliemesport ospital . JIKmesva phald s

his family and friends as Cork, he
was born on Dec. 6, 1943 to Russell
L. and Hulda Rhine Spangler.

Howard was a lead bartender at the
Castanea Fire Hall for many years
and had been an avid Eagles and
Phillies fan. He enjoyed collecting
$2 bills and bi-centennial coins.

Howard had served as treasurer for
the Sons of the American Legion in
Lock Haven for several years He
enjoyed watching old western TV
shows and liked older style country
music.

He is survived by two sons, Gary L.
(Melissa) Spangler and Kevin L.
Spangler; a daughter, Brenda K.
(James) Stonerook; a brother,
Lewis (Donna) Spangler; and a sis-
ter, Shirley Rupert. Also surviving
are several grandchildren, great
grandchildren and a number of
nieces and nephews.

Howard was preceded in death by a
daughter, Lori A. Spangler; and
three brothers, Frank, Ron, and
James Spangler.

Family and friends will be received
in the Gedon Funeral Homes & Cre-
mation Services, LLC, 121 W. Main
St., Lock Haven, on Friday, Dec. 1,
2023, from 5-8 p.m. Interment will
be at the convenience of the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorials will be
accepted to the Clinton County
SPCA, 33 Mill Hill Road, Lock Ha-
ven, PA 17745.

Online thoughts and memories can
be made at www.GedonFuner-
alHomes.com and the Gedon Fu-
neral Homes Facebook page.

Robert LeRoy Wiegand
Robert LeRoy
Wiegand, 62,
of South
Hutchinson,
KS, died De-
cember 2,
2023, at his
home. He was
born July 10, 1961, inDenver, CO,
to LeRoy R. and Helena A. (Thiele)
Wiegand.

Robert graduated from Beloit High

School and North Central Kansas
Technical College with a degree in
electronics. He was the owner of
Advantage Siding & Windows.
Robert loved hunting and fishing

and was an avid Nebraska Corn-
huskers and Kansas City Chiefs fan
and followed NASCAR racing as
well. Robert's other interests in-

cluded riding his Harley Davidson

and participating in league and

tournament pool play . He also em-
braced golf later in life and enjoyed
Wii bowling and solving crossword

and cryptoquip puzzles.

Robert lived life in the moment and

to the fullest. He was always there
to help anyone in need and gave
generously of his time and talents.

Robert was a member of the Sons of
the American Legion, American Le-

gion Lysle Rishel Post #68, where
he served for 10 years most recently
as the American Legion Riders
Road Captain. He was the recipient
of the Kansas American Legion
Rider Excellence Award in 2022,

served as Auxiliary President of the
Bob Campbell VFW Post #1361,
and as former Vice-chair of the

South Hutch Planning Commis-

sion.

Robert is survived by: his daughter,
Ceress Sanders (Sammy) of New-
berg, OR, and their children, Le-
nora and Theodore; sister, Roberta
Schonher (Alan) of Castle Rock,
CO, and their children, Paige
Schonher ofLittleton, CO, and
Wade Schonher ofHighlands
Ranch, CO, and many extended
family members.

He was preceded in death by his
parents.
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Cremation has taken place.
Rosary will be 6 p.m. Wednesday,
December 13, 2023, at Elliott
Chapel, with the family present to
receive friends untili 8 p.m.
Memorial service will be 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 14, 2023, at
Elliott Chapel.

The service will be livestreamed
and the link below to view it will be
available beginning at 9:45 a.m. the
day of the service.

Friends may sign his memorial
book from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily un-
til the service at Elliott Mortuary.
In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Kansas
Honor Flight, Legion Riders at
American Legion Lyle Rishel Post
#68, or V.F.W. Bob Campbell Post
#1361, in care of Elliott Mortuary,
1219 N. Main, Hutchinson,
KS 67501.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

Donald J. Ray Jr.

Donald J. Ray,
Jr. of Lebanon,
passed away on
Monday, De-
cember 4, 2023
at Hartford Hos-

pital, following a

brief illness. He
was 67.

Known by his friends as Donnie,
Don Juan, and Donzo, he was born
April 9, 1956 in Hartford . He was
the son of the late Donald J. Ray,
Sr., and Nancy (Clement) Ray. Don
grew up on Amston Lake in Heb-
ron. He spent his adult life in a va-
riety of professions, including work
as a welder at Electric Boat in
Groton, carpentry, and excavation.
In 1982 while working on an exca-
vation site in Danielson, Don was
buried alive in a trench collapse.
He was air lifted to Worcester Med-
ical Center with life threatening in-
juries. His family and friends were
called to his bedside to say good-
bye, but Don, exhibiting a trait that
would serve him well, fought for his
life and after several months in the
hospital, he was able to return
home to Amston, where he was a
member of the Scorpions softball
team in the Hebron Men's Softball
League and was a part of the Sons
of the American Legion in Hebron.

On October 11, 1986, Don married
his wife, LaurieAnn Sola. The cou-
ple went on to settle on the Leba-
non side of the lake and raise their
two daughters. While there, Don

was also a founding member of the
Amston Lake Tax District. He also
pursued his lifelong love for motor-

sports, including NASCAR and For-
mula One, while building and

customizing several cars,vans, and
trucks of his own. Don was also an
avid UCONN basketball fan. He
will be remembered for his stub-

born willingness to fight every ob-

stacle presented to him and his loy-
alty to family and friends.

Don is survived by LaurieAnn Ray

of Lebanon; daughters Carrie
(Jake) Kvasnik of Maryland and

Lindsay Ray and Patrick Geneau
of Manhattan, New York; brothers

Michael (Joyce) Ray of Cape Cod
and Amston and Patrick of Hamp-

ton, CT, sister Lori Dumas-Ray, of
Florida and brother -in-law Donald

Pigan of Colchester. He is also sur-
vived by his mother-in-law Janet
Sola of North Haven; brothers-in-

law Raymond (Pam) Sola of North

Haven, and John (Jen) sola of
north Haven; sisters-in-law Natalie

(Chris) Stock of North Haven, Ja-

net (Rev. George) Manukas of
Hamden, and Helene (Rigo) Smith-

Sola of Brooklyn, New York; special
friends Steve Goode and Henry
Meckl; and many nieces,nephews,
and extended family members. In

addition to his parents, Don was

predeceased by his sister Brenda
Pigan, father-in-law Raymond Sola
and former brother -in-law Joseph
Belisle.

Don's family would like to thank
those who cared for him during his
stay at Hartford Hospital.

Calling hours will be held on Sun-
day, December 10, 2023 from 3 to 6
PM at the Aurora-McCarthy Fu-
neral Home 167 OIld Hartford,
Rd, Colchester, CT06415. A chapel
service will take place the following
day, Monday December 11, 2023 at
10 AM at the Aurora-McCarthy Fu-
neral Home; burial will follow im-
mediately after the funeral home
service in the New Hebron Ceme-
tery in Hebron, CT.

To sign the online guest book or
share a memory of Donald, please
visit  www.auroramccarthyfuner-

alhome.com.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.
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= _A M E R I CA N 'flhr(neoar][?aglf 429 Oklahoma crewmen who died from

Eventually, Ok | a h ofimuanbksn o wns o wer e
at the National Cemetery of the Pacific before being
exhumed in 2015 for scientific analysis by DPAA
Boudreaux will be returned to his family next month
for burial in Slidell, La.
Daniel J. Seehafer
National Commander The American Legion is extremely supportive of the
The American Legion DPAAGsS mission to provide
counting for the missing heroes of all wars involving
the United States. If you are related to someone who
is MIA, you may be able to donatea DNA specimen
and assist in identification efforts.

Preserving the memories of the fallen is no doubt
easier when there are living eyewitnesses The chal-
lenge is to continue the same respect when all are
gone. Every veteran of World War Il can rest assure
that The American Legion will forever honor their
sacrifice and service | hope to convey that message
to any Pearl Harbor survivor that | have the privilege
to meet as | attend official observances today.

. R Visiting the USSArizopa and the other Pearl Harbor
Pear |l Har bor : | t 0S menRriklsSisOnBt fuist my duty as national com-
December 7, 2023 mander of the nationds | ar ¢

) o ltés personal )
December 7, 1941, is forever emblazoned in history

as the day of infamy. But it was more than that. For < ol [}

Americans, the attack was personal In the weeks ) ﬂi}/u}/-

that followed, recruiting offices extended operating _

hours to accommodate the thousands of Americans Dan Seehafer, National Commander

who |ined up to answer theilheAMEHCANLBYPRB s call and exact

retribution on those responsible . The day ushered in o
our nationodos entry into a war llinoisPostd¥lcollectai m mor e

than 407,000 American lives. hundreds of toys, coats

in annual holiday drive

It's personal for The American Legion as well. The The American Legion | December 4, 2023

Preamble to the Constitution of The American Le-

gion directs us to Npreser ydentEncBurd s Ahérikah e i&%’stlbﬂ@i -
dents of our associations Larbraﬁgle,'lll.,cNI@cEeéov@rGOEt%))sénddvé}Eo ude

remembering the 2,403 Americans killed during the coats at the postos annual
attack, the thousands more wounded and the count- Drive
less witnesses who were forever changed. '

The post has hosted a collection drive for the Marine
Corps Toys for Tots program each year since2018
and added a coat collection component for The Sal-
vation Army in 2021.

To this day our friends in the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency (DPAA) continue to identify the re-
mains of those who were killed in the attack but re-
mained unknown due to limitations in scientific

technology. One such hero was Navy Mess At- fWe are fortunate to have

tendant l_st Class Ralph M. Boudreaux of New Orle- unteers that come out and make our Toy and Coat
ans. Stationed on the USSOklahoma, Boudr eapt 0% e a success each year ,

battleship was stru_ck by multiple Japanesg torpe- commander Bill Kiddon, who noted that volunteers
does before it capsized The 20-year-old sailor was

23 | BETEONE | Round -Up



https://dpaa-mil.sites.crmforce.mil/dpaaFamWebAFMES
https://dpaa-mil.sites.crmforce.mil/dpaaFamWebAFMES

for the four -hour drive -through collection effort on
Nov. 25 included Legionnaires, Sons, and Auxiliary
and family members.

iour post commander , Mi k e
Patti Maher, greet cars in their Santa and Mrs. Claus
attire (and) Marines in dress blues thank those who

stop, 0 Kiddon said.

In addition to the annual toy drive, Post 1941 hosts a
monthly blood drive for the Red Cross, earning
recognition as a Premier Partner for those efforts,
and has donated over $60,000 in 2023 to help or-
ganizations that help others, according to finance of-
ficer Charlie Anderson.

Share your efforts. Legion Family nationwide par-
ticipate each year in Toys for Tots drives American
Legion Riders Chapter 169 in Wichita Falls,
Texas,r ei nvi gorated their
gram two years ago.

ar

If your post, squadron, or unit is conducting or has
already held a Toys for Tots drive this holiday sea-
son, let us know. Share your efforts on legion-
town.org as we highlight how the American Legion
Family is delivering holiday cheer and assistance
this season.

OPeace in the
The American Legion | December 1, 2023

A Colorado Legionnaire got the opportunity to re-
kindle a lifelong interest in hunting in October,
thanks to his post, an arearanch, and a nonprofit or-
ganization.

Matthew Dominguez, a member of Stanley Hard-
man Post 11 in Trinidad, Colo., is a Marine Corps vet-
eran who served in both Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. During the lat-
ter, in early February 2007, he lost most of his right
leg to an IED and suffered a traumatic brain injury .
He is active in post events, as well as helping oversee
a youth wrestling club that runs from September to
May.

nwgq{]r@r'boots prigr H) la's trloY hgnt in\sacitolfer

Phot0 via Jo?ﬁn’Mochel

e

very mornin
o ut diQerkis

For these reasons and more, Post 11 Commander
John Mochel recommended
Country For Our Heroes, a nonprofit that according
to its website Aprovides o
standing individual s. 0 Dor
with the news at a dinner in his honor in July, at-
tended by more than 120 people He was selected
because he Ais a worthy i
for his country, as many young Americans have dur-
ing the OIF and OEF cdhmpai
hunt itself took place on the Alce Toro Ranch near
Trinidad.

D c

nc

Mothel cc;l;nci)nél/ea thaft tlﬁ)ervete;rar? (;[or%muﬁ)lt)r/ t&nds

to be attracted to hunting, and not just for the hunt

i tsel f: AfMost fellow veter
interest in firearms and the outdoors . It is a natural
commonality based upon our experiences, and pos-
sibly how we were raised
many of my veteran friends love the adventure of the
outdoors, the adrenaline rush of seeing a large game
animal in the wild, the commitment to wa king up

to hike mile after mile glassing for
enjoying the serenity and solitude to

reflect upon | ife while be
This was not entirely new territory for Dominguez:

il grew up hunting with my
[the trophy hunt] was trul
iThe whole experience was
outfitters and staff were
Mochel 6s thoughts on the i
hunting, he concluded, il
doors. o

Seace Cn Sarth
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OEvery bit of what |
Iraq War veteran with terminal

cancer fires tank for last time
Corey Dickstein/Stars and Stripes | December 7, 2023

Tepisenyyyieo igflonePhognix] s§rved as a tank crew-
man on active duty from 2004 to 2008, according to

the Army. He last shot a tank in 2005, while sta-
tioned in Germany with 1st
Brigade, hitting all but one target with a tank nick-
named Bulletproof. But, as his unit prepared for a
deployment to Iraq, Tenison said his days in a tank
were short-lived. In 2006, he deployed, spending
months fighting in volatile parts of Iraq including

Tal Afar and Ramadi. After returning to Germany,
Tenison served his final year on active duty at Fort
Irwin, Calif., as part of the National Training Cen-
terds opposing force, the
ment.

After leaving active duty in 2008 as a specialist, he

spent five years in the Army Reserve as an engineer
while earning bachel or s ¢
electrical engineering, he said.

The first blast of the M1/A4itHhdshid da§s intadadhiktRa proGed thé Modt

sent a 120mm round exploding into a small, green
target in the distance on a remote training range at
the Army base.

I nside the tankoés turret,
t hrough Jay Td& soimething theslradp o d y
War veteran had not felt in nearly two decades. For

just a few minutes on Tuesday, he said firing that

tank transported him back to his youthful Army days

and back to a time long before a terminal cancer di-
agnosis would dominate his life.

il was not prepared for th
my first round, but thatos
bered from before, just as awesomed the thunder of

doom, 06 Tenison, 39, said

tankdés gun at Fort Moor e,
where Army officials worked for weeks to grant him

his dying wish of shooting a tank one last time. f |
was a |little bit nervous ¢
to make sure | did a good job engaging those targets

and getting weapons fired on the right locations and

killing targets.
it
success. o0

Tenison went nine-for-nine in hitting his targets,
calling his return to an Abrams tank gunner position

significant from his time in the Army . When he was
diagnosed last year with terminal, Stage IV stomach
cancer, nearly a year after first experiencing pain af-
ter eating, he sat down to consider what he wanted
td do ®ith B rénfaining Mdhths ohlk fifc k wa v e s

i | realized | really wante
sad. il just really wanted to

He turned to a popular social media chatroom for
soldiers and Army veterans on Reddit 8 asking the
Army page in October 2022 if there was a way that

&yohelcéull akdHis @yihg Widh €othe ttue. T 1 1 e d
every bit of what | r emem-
fi |  h al8 eonthleft to live, according to my on-

golb@st. tMy Weigf {s isiéwly dréppirig] niy hair lsh e
shewlfprmar| FRgt oBenniamnd, my
Tenisonwrote. A Bef ore | depart th
ing, 16d love to feel the
Abrafg [tank]) .t @anl dnyb&dy help) tiisS formék¥ a n t
tanker ?0

The response was overwhelming Hundreds of vet-
erans and current service members chimed in with

felt wonderful €& knowi Rgll wishe§ @8 ad@ice lo®Ho® & make f Happen. O f

Despite some solid leads, one year later, Tenison still
did not have a date to shoot a tank He posted again
in October, telling the Army webpage that his doc-
tors had given him about three to six months left,

ili ke riding a bike.o and he still wanted to shoot a tank more than any-
thing.

AEverything is stild]l in the same position it was be.

fore, o0.fhlet 6ssaiadn awesome, Vvefg|ysgrmhumEt i 100@ki mddf or sy.mpa:

capabl e machine. o filodm | ooking for help.o
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And help came.

Of ficials at Fort Moor e
guest, and they did everything they could to make it
happen, said Col. Ryan Kranc, who commands the
Army postds 316th Caval
tankers.

ry

Kranc, who watched Tenison shoot the tank on Tues-

day, said they operated un
happen no matter what, o t
done previously.

Al think for a |l ot of wus
by cancer, this r ea.lillyh esrpeo

was a lot of effort and outreach by a lot of different
people. | think it was a fantastic team effort . We of-
ten call this the ultimate team sport, and | think what
you saw today was a giant touchdown by the entire
team. O

After getting to know Tenison on Monday, when the

veteran arrived at Fort Moore to run through a tank

simulator, Kranc said he was not surprised he was
able to hit every target during live fire.
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With the tank shoot crossed of his list, Tenison said
he was down to two other items skydiving and pilot-
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ldbamh Ras iSportd t eds Bfth8 Central Al-
abama Veterans Healthcare System (CAVHCS) with
several American Legion Operation Comfort Warri-
ors (OCW) grants. These grants have provided vet-
erans receiving care at an Alabama VA with recrea-
tional and rehabilitation equipment, comfort items
and transportation needs, to include a five-passen-
ger transport cart, clothing, toiletries, cornhole sets,
CD players, dartboards, Samsung video players, en-
graving and cutting system for visually impaired vet-
erans and more.
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memory with it, o he said.

After the shoot, Kranc inducted Tenison into the Or-

der of St. George, an honor for high achieving tank-

ers and cavalry scouts St. George has long been

known as the patron saint of mounted warfare, he

said.

Tenison said Tuesday would go down as one of his

favorite memories. He said the experience helped

him remember the things that he loved about being

a tanker d the feel of the trigger and the blast and

the smell of a spent round. Willie Rogers, right, plays a game of basketball with Tuskegee
Alabama VA Medical Center resident Napoleon Anderson, in red

AiThatdos a smell | havenodt |shimenlaPogalShot basketizll gdme murghaset! thramgh ano  h

said holding one of the shells from a round that he Qg;erll\lcg?erl;]ebgé?gooperatlon Comfort Warriors grant on Thurs-

had fired. fi | love that smell .o , . Stew Milne/The American Legion

_Tenis'on planned o inchde footage of the tank shoot Thanks again to the efforts of the Department of Al-

in a video that he is making for his 6- and 8-year-old abama, the biggest OCW grant ever was recently

daughters to watch when they are older. He hopes awarded to the CAVHCS of $68,000. Leadership

they will be proud of his military service, he said. from the department had an opportunity to see all
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this, today, was a huge thing, and it shows What can ing veterans. They kind of motivated us to want to

happen when a community su%%orofaus[ |atyns Iﬁelop them o sa
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Commander Willie Rogers who attended the presen-
tation. fiSo, whatever we could do to get them some
assistance is what we did | was told that OCW was
the place to go and that

CAVHCS has utilized the grant to purchase a variety
of essential therapeutic and recreational items at its
Tuskegee VA Medical Center as part of recovery for
the veterans, ranging from outpatient and inpatient
mental health to geriatrics. The equipment is visible
in multiple areas such as the newly renovated recre-
ational area, the Community Living Center, and the
community reintegration outdoor area.

A few recreational items purchased to help veterans
decrease stress, anxiety and to socialize with other
veterans included several:

Samsung Smart TVs

Xbox series with games
Handheld video games
Basketball arcade cage game

=A =4 =4 =9

Other recreational and outdoor items included sev-
eral;

Apple iPads

Oculus Quest 2 VR headsets

Golf balls, putters, and other mini golf equip-
ment for outdoor use

Electric golf carts

Coolers for events

=A =4 = =4 =9

iThe i Pads and VR games
the veterans to explore the world from where they
are, 0 said Erica R.
velopment and Civic Engagement fi | n
creates opportunities to promote community reinte-
gration and | eisure

Rogers said VA leadership was very appreciative of
The American Legion OCW grant.

Moor e
return

OCW provides recreational, rehabilitative and com-
fort items to wounded, injured and ill military ser-
vicemembers and veterans OCW provides non-es-
semtlalatéms typically dot idcluded as a budget line
on government spreadsheets These items are med-
ically related to adaptive sports, physical therapy,
occupational therapy and therapeutic recreation, or
help wounded servicemembers transition back to
their community . Learn more at legion.org/ocw .

The Cost of Freedom

| Am The USS Utah. | raised my flag December
7th, 1941 at 0800. My life was over at 0810

that morning.

| Am The USS Arizona. | lie at the bottom of
Pearl Harbor, along with 1,103 of my men.

| Am The USS Oklahoma. 20 officers and 395
enlisted died protecting me. Thank you, Julio
DeCastro, for saving 32 of my men.

| Am The USS West Virginia. | received 6 tor-
pedo hits and quickly sank. May 17, 1942,
while being repaired, the bodies of 70 of my
crewmen were found. | lived to fight another

day.

| Am The USS Maryland. | fought back. | sur-

¢ rvived and fought in the battle of Midway and

brought over 8000 men home.

| Am The USS Nevada. | lost 60 of my crew

educat membersthat day. Butl refloated in February,

1942 and served valiantly during the war.

| Am The USS Tennessee. | survived and fought

e -

ARnThey showed us off and t h«¢tlwolima.
gionds name in their mo u t
60Thank you American Legion

| Am The USS California. | lost 98 of my crew,
but | survived to fight again. | received 7 battle-
ship stars for valiant service during the war.

fWe really believe that some of our hospitals that
work with our veterans have been left out, and they
can't get some of the things that they need We see
that daily when we're dealing with the VA. If we had
never found out or got really got involved with the
Operation Comfort Warrio
able to get the things t

| AM THE COST OF FREEDOM!

rs, we woul dnot have been
hat subméteg by PDC Rave @i DetacingnieofPliod . o
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WREATHS

across

AMERICA

You are invited to join us as Wreaths Across America
in Ohio Honors Veterans and Their Families at
Statehouse Ceremony

WHAT: At a Statehouse Ceremony, Wreaths Across
America volunteers from Ohio working in unity with
officials, dignitaries, and special guests, will honor
our nation's veterans, active military, and their fam-
ilies.

A 360 l i ve,
each branch of the military, and a POW/MIA flag

will be put on display at the Statehouse. This wreath
represents each branch of the Armed Forces and
honors the
bers while celebrating their love of country, commu-
nity, and family.

Ceremonies like this will take place the same day in
each state across the country, marking the beginning
of local efforts to place remembrance wreaths at the
headstones of fallen veterans in Ohio on National
Wreaths Across America Day, which takes place his
year on Saturday, Dec. 16.

WHEN: Monday, Dec. 11, 2023
Ceremony begins at 11:30 a.m.
WHERE: 1 Capitol Square Dr.

Columbus, OH 43215

bal sam wr eath

sacrifices of

WHO: Ohio Lt. Governor Jon Husted ,
Ohio Adjutant General Maj. Gen.
John C. Harris Jr.  , Maj. Gen. (U.S.
Army, retired) and ODVS Director
Deborah Ashenhurst , COL Chap-
lain Daniel Burris , Gold Star Par-
ents Dan and Darlene Clinger

About Wreaths Across America

Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization founded to continue and expand the an-
nual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National

Cemetery, begun by Maine businessman Morrill
Worcester in 1992. The organization's year-round
mission T Remember, Honor, Teachi is carried out
in part each year by coordinating wreath-laying cer-
emonies in December at Arlington, as well as at more
than 4,000 participating locations in all 50 states

and overseas.

For more information, please visit www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org

This year, Wreaths Across America will be distrib-
uting more than 2.8 million wreaths to more than
3,000 cemeteries. Cemetery coordinators from
coumntiés hacross Ghia will beeirp dttendagoe tati te d
Statehouse ceremony.

NOTE: The Ohio Department of Veterans Services is not affili-

o aled withnpNgeaths AsreppAgierican j Fpr gugstigng apout fis m -

event, please reach out directly to Britthay McCall at Ohio Sur-
vivor Outreach Services: brittnay.s.mccall .ctr@army.mil .
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2024 SAL Membership Report as of. December 7, 2023

# [DETACHMENT | YEAREND | | 45%TARGET | | AcTuL | %OFYEAR | 2024
GOAL 12/13/2023 MBRSHP el e
1 |HAWAII 120 48 102 85.00% 76.47
2 |SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 -597 1,322 82.06% 71.68
3 |FRANCE 168 -54 130 77.38% 69.70
4 [LOUISIANA 1,821 -526 1,345 73.86% 68.43
5 |WISCONSIN 4,398 -1,231 3,210 72.99% 66.48
6 |IOWA 4914 -1,023 3,234 65.81% 61.44
7 |GEORGIA 4,887 -955 3,154 64.54% 57.59
8 |SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 -306 1,012 64.46% 53.40
9 |ILLINOIS 13,716 -2,528 8,700 63.43% 59.85
10 |FLORIDA 23,066 -4,039 14,419 62.51% 52,92
11 [IDAHO 659 -105 402 61.00% 46.50
12 [NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 -437 1,683 60.76% 50.75
13 |ALABAMA 2,100 -326 1,271 60.52% 52.25
14 |NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 -165 649 60.37% 52.79
15 |PUERTO RICO 156 -24 94 60.26% 55.56
16 [MISSISSIPPI 736 -109 440 59.78% 55,22
17 [MONTANA 1,001 -155 646 59.21% 56.16
18 |MARYLAND 16,803 -2,316 9,877 58.78% 53.78
19 |OREGON 1,534 -187 877 57.17% 47.11
20 |NEVADA 387 -46 220 56.85% 48.61
21 |CALIFORNIA 11,292 -1,230 6,311 55.89% 49.02
22 [MINNESOTA 11,435 -1,236 6,382 55.81% 52.12
23 |TENNESSEE 1,792 -185 991 55.30% 46.75
24 |VIRGINIA 4,367 -430 2,395 54.84% 47.865
25 |ARKANSAS 406 -39 222 54.68% 43.32
26 (WYOMING 1,248 -119 681 54.57% 48.59
27 |RHODE ISLAND 348 -32 189 54.31% 46.40
28 |INDIANA 37,244 -3,432 20,192 54.22% 50.25
29 |QHIO 31,690 -2,776 17,036 53.76% 49.58
30 |KANSAS 6,055 -516 3,241 53.53% 49.68
31 |CONNECTICUT 1,865 -155 994 53.30% 46.19
32 |UTAH 460 -38 245 53.26% 50.23
33 |DELAWARE 2,596 -208 1,376 53.00% 46.47
34 |NEW JERSEY 9,662 -768 5,116 52.95% 47.53
35 |MICHIGAN 26,236 -1,965 13,771 52.49% 46.96
36 |OKLAHOMA 1,430 -101 744 52.03% 41.45
37 |NEBRASKA 6,992 -476 3,622 51.80% 49.68
38 |NEW YORK 30,663 -2,000 15,798 51.52% 47 .41
39 |TEXAS 5783 -328 2,930 50.67% 44.19
40 |ARIZONA 8,595 -467 4,335 50.44% 41.94
41 |VERMONT 3,920 -192 1,956 49.90% 46.44
42 |MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 -200 2,644 48.67% 43.66
43 |NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 -209 2,921 48.47% 43.39
44 [MISSOURI 3,337 =77 1,579 47.32% 41.61
45 |WASHINGTON 2,682 9 1,198 44.67% 34.80
46 |PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 1,950 26,286 41.89% 38.50
47 |COLORADO 2,952 114 1,214 41.12% 34.94
48 |ALASKA 1,740 75 708 40.69% 33.48
49 |KENTUCKY 2,399 117 963 40.14% 33.86
50 |NEW MEXICO 1,582 96 616 38.94% 29.76
51 |WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 171 996 38.41% 32.72
52 |DIST OF COL 91 9 32 35.16% 31.82
53 [MAINE 2,757 371 870 31.56% 28.08
54 [LATIN AMERICA 33 5 10 30.30% 12.50
55 [PHILIPPINES 79 31 5 6.33% 5.06
Grand Totals: 382,111 -29,406 201,356 52.70% 47.53
29 | BETEQNE | Round-Up




2024 SAL Regional Breakdown

Western Region - James R. Fischer, Sr. (CA)

Midwest Region - Terry A. Harris (KS)

Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
HAWAII 120 102 85.00% SOUTH DAKOTA 1,611 1,322 82.06%
IDAHO 659 402 61.00% IOWA 4914 3,234 65.81%
MONTANA 1,091 646 59.21% NORTH DAKOTA 1,075 649 60.37%
OREGON 1,534 877 57.17% KANSAS 6,055 3,241 53.53%
NEVADA 387 220 56.85% OKLAHOMA 1,430 744 52.03%
CALIFORNIA 11,292 6,311 55.89% NEBRASKA 6,992 3,622 51.80%
WYOMING 1,248 681 54.57% MISSOURI 3,337 1,579 47.32%
UTAH 460 245 53.26% Totals: 25,414 14,391 56.63%
ARIZONA 8,595 4,335 50.44%
WASHINGTON 2,682 1,198 44.67%
COLORADO 2,952 1,214 41.12% Northeast Region - John R. Cook (NH)
ALASKA 1,740 708 40.69% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
NEW MEXICO 1,582 616 38.94% FRANCE 168 130 77.38%
LATIN AMERICA 33 10 30.30% MARYLAND 16,803 9,877 58.78%
PHILIPPINES 79 5 6.33% RHODE ISLAND 348 189 54.31%
Totals: 34,454 17,570 51.00% CONNECTICUT 1,865 994 53.30%
DELAWARE 2,596 1,376 53.00%
NEW JERSEY 9,662 5,116 52.95%
Southeast Region - Linwood A. Moore (VA) NEW YORK 30,663 15,798 51.52%
Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal VERMONT 3,920 1,956 49.90%
LOUISIANA 1,821 1,345 73.86% MASSACHUSETTS 5,432 2,644 48.67%
GEORGIA 4,887 3,154 64.54% NEW HAMPSHIRE 6,027 2,921 48.47%
SOUTH CAROLINA 1,570 1,012 64.46% PENNSYLVANIA 62,746 26,286 41.89%
FLORIDA 23,066 14,419 62.51% DIST OF COL 91 32 35.16%
NORTH CAROLINA 2,770 1,683 60.76% MAINE 2,757 870 31.56%
ALABAMA 2,100 1,271 60.52% Totals: 143,078 68,189 47.66%
PUERTO RICO 156 94 60.26%
MISSISSIPPI 736 440 59.78%
TENNESSEE 1,792 991 55.30% Central Region - Robert L. Bristo (MN)
VIRGINIA 4,367 2,395 54.84% Detachment Goal Actual % of Goal
ARKANSAS 406 222 54.68% WISCONSIN 4,398 3,210 72.99%
TEXAS 5,783 2,930 50.67% ILLINOIS 13,716 8,700 63.43%
Totals: 49,454 29,956 60.57% MINNESOTA 11,435 6,382 55.81%
INDIANA 37,244 20,192 54.22%
o I z OHIO 31,690 17,036 53.76%
E’ MICHIGAN 26,236 13,771 52.49%
3 KENTUCKY 2,399 963 40.14%
o \ a g WEST VIRGINIA 2,593 996 38.41%
g Totals: 129,711 71,250 54.93%

SAVE TINE . [m]eny
QUICKLY AND EASILY RENEW ONLINE
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

SONS OF THE
===AMERICAN

LEGION
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NATIONAL | Donald "JR" Hall. Jr. (MD) | National Commander

Goal

Actual

Needed
for Quota

Percent

Increase

Quota
Date

105%
Date

Southeast 1,2, 3,4, 5 49,454 29,956 (19,498)[ 60.57% 976
Midwest 1,2, 3, 4 25,414 14,391 (11,023)] 56.63% 669
Central 1, 2, 3, 4 129,711 71,250 (58,461)] 54.93% 2,513
Western 1, 2, 3, 4 34,454 17,570 (16,884)] 51.00% 653
Northeast 1, 4 143,078 68,189 (74,889 47.66% 3,095
TOTALS 1,2,3,4 382,111 | 201,356 | (180,755)| 52.70% 7,906

SONS OF THE

==AMERICAN

LEGION

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL e
TARGET DATE

Dacamber 13, 2023

12/07/23 CENTRAL REGION | Robert L. Bristo (MN) | National Vice-Commander
Needed National Renewal Quota 105%
Detachment Goal Actual Percent Increase
for Quota Rank Rate Date Date
Wisconsin 1, 2, 3,4, 5 4,398 3,210 (1,188) 72.99% 40 5
lllinois 1, 2, 3, 5 13,716 8,700 (5,016) 63.43% 228 9 59.85%
Minnesota 1, 2, 3, 4 11,435 6,382 (5,053) 55.81% 397 22 52.12%
Indiana 1, 2, 3, 4 37,244 20,192 (17,052) 54.22% 450 28 50.25%
Ohio 1, 3,4 31,690 17,036 (14,654) 53.76% 573 29| 49.58%
Michigan 1, 3, 4 26,236 13,771 (12,465) 52.49% 592 35 46.96%
Kentucky 1 2,399 963 (1,436) 40.14% 26 49 33.86%
West Virginia 1 2,593 996 (1,597) 38.41% 207 51 32.72%
TOTALS 1,2,3,4 129,711 71,250 (58,461) 54.93% 2,513

12/07/23

Detachment

WESTERN REGION | James A. Fischer Sr. (CA) | National Vice-Commander

Goal

Actual

Needed
for Quota

Percent

Increase

National Renewal Quota 105%

Rank

Rate

Date Date

1|Hawaii 1,2, 3,4,5, 6,7 (18) 85.00%

2|ldaho1, 2, 3,4, 5 659 402 (257) 61.00% 20 11 46.50%
3|Montana 1, 2, 3, 4 1,091 646 (445) 59.21% 3 171 56.16%
4]|Oregon 1,2, 3,4 1,534 877 (657) 57.17% 20 19 47.11%
5|Nevada 1, 2, 3, 4 387 220 (167) 56.85% 9 20 48.61%
6|California 1, 2, 3, 4 11,292 6,311 (4,981) 55.89% 178 211 49.02%
7|Wyoming 1,2, 3, 4 1,248 681 (567) 54.57% - 26| 48.59%
8|Utah 1,2, 3, 4 460 245 (215) 53.26% ) 32| 50.23%
9|Arizona 1, 4 8,595 4,335 (4,260) 50.44% 310 40  41.94%
10|Washington 2,682 1,198 (1,484) 44.67% 47 45| 34.80%
11|Colorado 1, 3 2,952 1,214 (1,738) 41.12% 9 A7 34.94%
12|Alaska 3 1,740 708 (1,032) 40.69% 10 48| 33.48%
13|New Mexico 1,582 616 (966) 38.94% 40 50| 29.76%
14|Latin America 33 10 (23) 30.30% - 54| 12.50%
15|Philippines 79 5 (74) 6.33% - 55 5.06%

TOTALS 1,2, 3,4 34,454 17,570 (16,884)] 51.00% 653

12/07/23 SOUTHEAST REGION | Linwood A. Moore (VA) | National Vice-Commander
Needed National Renewal Quota 105%
Detachment Goal Actual Percent Increase
for Quota Rank Rate Date Date
1|lovisiana 1, 2, 3,4, 5 73.86%

2|Georgia 1,2, 3,4,5 4,887 3,154 (1,733) 64.54% 44 7| 57.59%
3|South Carolina 1, 2, 3, 5 1,570 1,012 (558) 64.46% 1 8| 53.40%
4|Florida 1, 2, 3,4, 5 23,066 14,419 (8,647) 62.51% 634 10 52.92%
5|North Carolina 1,2, 3,4, 5 2,770 1,683 (1,087) 60.76% 24 12 50.75%
6|Alabama 1, 2, 3,4, 5 2,100 1,271 (829) 60.52% 28 13 52.25%
7 |Puerto Rico ,2,3,4,5 156 94 (62) 60.26% 11 15| 55.56%
8|Mississippi 1, 2, 3, 4 736 440 (294) 59.78% 8 16| 55.22%
9|Tennessee 1, 2, 3, 4 1,792 991 (801) 55.30% 25 23| 46.75%
10}Virginia 1, 2 3,4 4,367 2,395 (1,972) 54.84% 112 24| 47.65%
12| Arkansas ] 2,3,4 406 222 (184) 54.68% - 25| 43.32%
13|Texas 1,2, 3, 4 5,783 2,930 (2,853) 50.67% 66 39| 44.19%

TOTALS 1,2,3,4,5 49,454 29,956 (19,498) 60.57% 976
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South Dakota 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7 1,611 1,322 82.06% 43 2
lowa1,2,3,4,5 4,914 3,234 (1,680) 65.81% 345 6| 61.44%
North Dakota 1, 2, 3,4, 5 1,075 649 (426) 60.37% 15 14| 52.79%
Oklahoma 1, 2, 3, 4 1,430 744 (686) 52.03% 1 36| 41.45%
Nebraska 1, 2, 3, 4 6,992 3,622 (3,370) 51.80% 19 37| 49.68%
Kansas 1, 2, 3, 4 6,055 3,241 (2,814) 53.53% 219 30| 49.68%
Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4 3,337 1,579 (1,758) 47.32% 27 441 41.61%
TOTALS 1,2,3,4 25,414 14,391 (11,023) 56.63% 669
12/07/23
----- o al G 0
Deta od s o
Quota c Da Da
France 1,2, 3,4,5, 6 168 130 (38) 77.38% - 3
Maryland 1, 2, 3, 4 16,803 9,877 (6,926) 58.78% 461 18| 53.78%
Rhode Island 1, 2, 3, 4 348 189 (159) 54.31% 13 27| 46.40%
Connecticut 1,2, 3, 4 1,865 994 (871) 53.30% 68 31 46.19%
Delaware 1, 4 2,596 1,376 (1,220) 53.00% 31 33| 46.47%
New Jersey 1, 2, 3, 4 9,662 5,116 (4,546) 52.95% 595 34| 47.53%
New York 1, 3, 4 30,663 15,798 (14,865) 51.52% 311 38| 47.41%
Vermont 1, 2, 3, 4 3,920 1,956 (1,964) 49.90% 119 41 46.44%
Massachusetts 1, 3, 4 5,432 2,644 (2,788) 48.67% 141 42| 43.66%
New Hampshire 1, 2, 4 6,027 2,921 (3,106) 48.47% 192 43| 43.39%
32 1
12/07/23
----- al G 0
. Q s c Da
62.51% 634 10
Indiana 1, 2, 3, 4 37,244 20,192 (17,052) 28
17,036 (14,654) 573 29| 49.58%
New York 1, 3, 4 15,798 (14,865) 51.52% 311
52.49% 592 35| 46.96%
| | 201,356 | (180,755)] 52.70%| 7,906 |
1 < <
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