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Many members have contacted me asking how to sub-
scribe to The Mill ennium.   Hereôs is what was pro-
vided by Andy Proffet at national headquarters:  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
http://www.mylegion.org/
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I will be posting The Millennium  on my website, which 
can be located here.  The website has not been up-
dated to include the new publication but  will be by the 
first of the year. 
 

 
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible .  
 
RENEW TODAY!  
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com |  Team Vrabel 
 

click a button below for more information  

 

          
 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Central Region! 
 
You will never regret reaching your goal!  And reach it 
we did and with two days to spare! 
 
Way to Go Central Region!!!   The 35% goal is 
now in our rearview mirror,  and we are 
marching quickly to the next one!  
 
Always remember to never wait until you have 
reached your goal to be proud of yourself.  Be proud of 
every step you take toward reaching that goal.   
 
Goals are not daydreams or wishful thinking.   Goals 
require focus, consistency, and accountability.  When 
obstacles arise, you change your path to reach your 
goal.  You don't change your decision to get there!   
 
An anonymous speaker once said..."A Dream writ-
ten down with a date becomes a goal.   A goal 
broken down into steps  becomes a plan 
backed by action which becomes a reality!"  
 
December 13th is the date for our 45% goal!  Let's be 
the next region to reach that goal!  
 
My reports will be dropping to once each week from 
now through the middle of February to be sure each 

https://sites.google.com/view/teamvrabel/home
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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report shows larger gains and to place my reports 
closer to the goal dates as they arrive. 
 
ñThe ultimate measure of a man is not where 
he stands in moments of comfort and conven-
ience, but where he stands at times of chal-
lenge and controversy ò 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King  
 
My comrades, the challenge is to reach 100% faster 
than any other region!  
 
Let's Go Central Region!  
 
For the Commander, ñBelieve and Succeedò 
  
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman 
  
ñIôm the ONE, Youôre the ONE, BE the ONE!ò 

 

 
REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING 

THIRD Wednesday Quarterly 

September 20, 2023 |  December 20 , 2023  

March 20 , 2024 |  June 19, 202 4 

 

7:00 p.m. Eastern |  Join Zoom Meeting 

(877) 853 -5257  

Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820  |  Passcode: 469 153  

 

 

 
Whatôs up Westside! 
 

Ability is what youôre capable of doing.  Motivation de-
termines what you do.  Attitude determines how well 
you do it.  Lou Holtz .  Letôs get this membership in! 
 

Success at anything will always come down to this: Fo-
cus and effort and we control both.  ï Dwayne John-
son. 

November 15, we needed to hit our 35% goal.  Great 
job Hawaii, Montana, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Wyo-
ming, Oregon, California, Colorado, and Alaska for 
hitting the goal .  Arizona, Washington, Latin America, 
New Mexico, and Philippines .  Please let me know 
what struggles or issues you are having.  We are here 
to help with anything you need to hit the target dates.  
Please call or email at any time. 

The Western region report .  We improved by 
2.22%, currently  at 38.29% total from last report .  We 
are still currently 4 th in the nation and right behind 
Central Region by 3.32%.  Our goal is to be at 35% on 
11/15/23.  Great job to the detachments who have al-
ready achieved this.  Hawaii at 79.17%, Montana at 
56.10%, Idaho at 51.14%, Nevada at 50.39%, Utah at 
50.00%, %, Wyoming at 45.83%, Oregon at 43.68%, 
California at 41.95%, Colorado at 35.74% and Alaska 
at 35.17%.  Arizona at 32.60%, Washington at 31.54%, 
Latin America at 30.30%, New Mexico at 26.17%, and 
Philippines at 6.33%.  Working hard for something we 
donôt care about is called stress.  Working hard for 
something we love is called passion!  Thanks again for 
all you do for this awesome organization.   
 
ñOne Team, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul.  
Be the One!ò 
 
Respectfully For God and Country, 
 
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman 
 

 

 
 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
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If youõre a veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the 

Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support.  Dial 988 

then Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 

838255.  

 

Arkansas Veterans Day event 
brings Be the One to the community  

Steven B. Brooks | November 12, 2023 

 
With the historic War Memorial Stadium as the back-
drop, and row after row of vintage, restored and al-
most brand new Corvettes providing the eye candy, 
The American Legionôs Be the One veteran suicide-
prevention program had a diverse audience in Little 
Rock, Ark., on Veterans Day. 
 
Members of the American Legion Family took part in 
Saturdayôs Corvettes and Veterans event outside and 
inside War Memorial Stadium .  The event celebrated 
the 75th birthday of the stadium and the 70th birthday 
of the Corvette, all while promoting Be the One.  A 
portion of the proceeds from the day also will go di-
rectly to Be the One. 
 
The event was exactly what Department of Connecti-
cut Legionnaire James A. ñJimò LaCoursiere, the lead-
ing candidate for 2024-2025 American Legion na-
tional commander, feels Be the One needs to be.  
LaCoursiere was invited to serve as the keynote 
speaker during a Veterans Day ceremony later in the 
day inside the stadium and didnôt hesitate to say yes 
when he learned Be the One was involved. 
 
ñ(Be the One) is something we need to make all of 
America aware of, not just the veterans,ò LaCoursiere 

said.  ñWeôre losing over 6,000 veterans annually.  
That needs to change. 
 
ñWhether itôs a single post or the department, when 
they can pull the whole community together, thatôs 
what weôre trying to do.  Weôre trying to reach into the 
community and get the communityôs help to make this 
program work.ò 
 
Jason Irby, chairman of the Jason Irby Innovation 
Foundation and the president of the A-State Corvette 
Association, served as the eventôs primary organizer 
and worked with American Legion Department of Ar-
kansas Public Relations Chairman Keith Dover to 
brin g the Legion and Be the One into the program. 
 
ñThe American Legion is one of the largest veteran 
support organizations in the world,ò Irby said.  ñIt was 
just fitting with what we have here today: an iconic 
car, an iconic stadium é to have an iconic organiza-
tion to be a part of this as well.  It was a natural to have 
The American Legionôs Be the One be a part of this.  I 
hate to refer to it as the perfect, but in some ways, it is 
a perfect storm. 
 
ñA number of people had not heard of Be the One be-
fore.  But with this (event) as a platform, Be the One 
is being exposed to more people.ò 
 
Dover, a member of Criswell-Robinson Post 71 in in 
Cabot, spent a good portion of the day on the public 
address system educating those in attendance about 
Be the One and its importance. 
 
ñWeôve got a lot of people coming back from the war,ò 
Dover said.  ñSome of them canôt find jobs.  Some of 
them cannot hold a job.  Some of them are having a 
really bad time readjusting to life in general and rein-
tegrating with their families and loved ones, and their 
friends. 
 
ñSometimes, unfortunately, these individuals take 
their own lives .  Thatôs why weôre here.  Be the One is 
a program that will help those that need the help the 
most.  Thatôs why this is all so important.  Spread the 
word.ò 
 
The dayôs event included a Corvette car show with 
prizes, food vendors, a bounce house and a procession 
that preceded the ceremony attended by well over 100 
people inside the stadium.  Corvettes, JROTC groups, 
a local cheer squad, local first responders and others 
took part in the procession, which was led off by Ar-
kansas American Legion Riders Chapters 111, 11 and 
13. 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Steven%20B.%20Brooks&p=sbrooks&s=legion.org&subject=Arkansas%20Veterans%20Day%20event%20brings%20Be%20the%20One%20to%20the%20community&url=https://www.legion.org/veteransday/260492/arkansas-veterans-day-event-brings-be-one-community
https://www.legion.org/veteransday/260492/betheone.org
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Arkansas State ALR Director Michael Stambough, a 
member of American Legion Post 13 in Hot Springs, 
said for him, Veterans Day is a day ñto share this day 
with my fellow veterans.  Today is a day that we honor 
those that made it back.  We share a bond that nobody 
else could share.  For me today, itôs a day to honor my 
brothers and sisters who served.ò 
 
Department of Arkansas Commander Marie Wilbanks 
served as the processionôs grand marshal and said be-
ing able to promote Be the One through Corvettes and 
Veterans was ñawesome, for lack of a better word, that 
we have the ability to showcase what our organization 
é can do, and to have Be the One as the program of 
choice for the Corvette club, and have a way to explain 
to the public what weôre doing é to bring awareness 
to veteran suicide in general é and what everybody 
can do to help. Letôs get those numbers down.  You 
want to change a life by saving a life.ò 
 
A member of Londagin and Hardcastle Post 159 in 
Gentry, Wilbanks also spoke about Be the One during 
the ceremony.  ñWe all have stories,ò she said.  ñSome-
times we need to tell the story to somebody whoôll lis-
ten, and sometimes we need to be the person to listen.  
For many of us itôs personal.  For many of us itôs not 
so personal yet.  But you never know.ò 
 
Wilbanks said she recently had a chance to spread the 
word about Be the One to a group of middle school 
students, and that they were willing to help spread the 
word about the program.  
 
ñSo, my ask to you is, can you do the same thing?ò Wil-
banks said.  ñCan you Be the One when somebody 
needs you, and can you face up and say, óI need helpô 
when itôs your turn?ò 
 
LaCoursiere started his address thanking both veter-
ans and their families.  But then his focus shifted to Be 
the One.  ñWe need to destigmatize mental illness,ò he 
said.  ñIôm going to come out and say it: There is noth-
ing wrong with hurting inside, as long as you ask for 
help.  Reach out for help.ò 
 
He noted that veterans have a much higher rate of su-
icide than the non-civilian population and said Be the 
One is about caring to ask if someone is OK. 
 
ñItôs a very a simple program, and where does the pro-
gram come from?  Right here,ò LaCoursiere said as he 
tapped his chest.  ñBecause we care.  Every life should 
matter .  Our national commander, Dan Seehafer, says 

that The American Legion, 
we are about óchanging lives 
and saving lives.ô I want to 

insert and incorporate with his phrase óprotecting 
lives.ôò 
 

Be the One shines the light at 
MCON  

Henry Howard  | November 12, 2023 

 
The American Legionôs Be the One mission was on full 
display on the first day of the inaugural MCON con-
ference on Veterans Day in Las Vegas. 
 
ñThis is the No. 1 initiative The American Legion is fo-
cusing on, and thereôs a reason for that,ò said Waco 
Hoover, a co-founder of MCON and Be the One chair-
man.  ñThe one thing our generation could do for ser-
vicemembers is figuring out how to dramatically re-
duce the suicide rate.  Every generation has something 
that it is known for, an indelible mark that it leaves on 
the community .  And I would love nothing more than 
for ours to be this.ò 
 
Hoover, a Marine Corps veteran, said the Be the One 
presence at MCON is an example of leveraging the Le-
gionôs primary mission to a broader audience.  The 
goal is to increase awareness of the veterans suicide 
rate, reducing the stigma related to mental health 
treatment and empowering everyone to take the ap-
propriate action when a veteranôs life is at risk. 
 
ñA core tenet of Be the One is having a presence at in-
dustry events, not just MCON,ò he said.  ñWe already 
do it through our partnership with INDYCAR .  And we 
are going to do it with other large -scale events.  While 
we are focused on the military, this is not limited to 
just a military crisis .  This is an American crisis that 
affects all people.ò 
 
The American Legion is a founding partner of MCON, 
held at the Expo World Market Center in Las Vegas. 
ñThis is designed to be a celebration of military cul-
ture,ò said Hoover, an American Legion member.  
ñOur goal is to bring together the military community 
for a big, epic weekend celebration.ò 
 
The three-day conference included panel discussions, 
organizations catering to veterans and their families, 
and physical fitness opportunities.  
 
Hoover and Cindy McNally appeared on a panel titled 
ñBe the One: Stopping Veteran Suicide and Ending the 
Stigma.ò 
 
The topic has special meaning for McNally, who lost 
her husband of 25 years to suicide in 2007.  He was a 
Naval Academy graduate and Marine F-4 pilot .  An 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=Be%20the%20One%20shines%20the%20light%20at%20MCON&url=https://www.legion.org/betheone/260487/be-one-shines-light-mcon
http://betheone.org/
https://www.legion.org/veteransday/260492/arkansas-veterans-day-event-brings-be-one-community?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=READ%20MORE%20%3E&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
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Army veteran, McNally is the CEO and president of Ir-
reverent Warriors, a group of veterans and active duty 
servicemembers dedicated to healing by bringing peo-
ple out of isolation.  
 
The first day kicked off with  a silkies hike led by Irrev-
erent Warriors, which included lunch hosted by 
American Legion Post 8. A group of veterans and ser-
vicemembers donned silkies, combat boots and rucks 
for the casual four-mile roundtrip.  
 
ñYou limit isolation, you limit suicide,ò McNally said.  
ñIôve lived with the wake of devastation that suicide 
leaves behind.  People talk about awareness all the 
time.  And they talk about prevention a lot of times, 
too.  But people donôt ever hear about the wake of de-
struction and devastation that is left behind .  The 
more you know about the aftermath, the more of a cat-
alyst you can be for prevention.ò 
 
McNally, a member of American Legion Post 447 in 
Round Rock, Texas, has seen Irreverent Warriors 
grow. 
 
ñThe first silkies hike (in 2016) was supposed to be a 
one-and-done event,ò she recalled.  ñBut it was so 
powerful for everyone who participated that day that 
they took it back to their hometowns and it became a 
movement.ò 
 
Now, about 80 Irreverent Warriors hikes take place 
across the nation and are expanding overseas, includ-
ing one next year at Omaha Beach for the 80th anni-
versary of D-Day and one the Legion sponsored last 
April in Indianapolis. Regardless of the location of the 
hike, it builds camaraderie among participants.  
 
ñYou may show up not knowing anybody, but by the 
end of the day, you are going to be family,ò she said. 
Among highlights of other panels on the first day:  
 
Å ñHonoring the Past, Present and Future of 
Service: The  Global War on Terrorism Memo-
rial Foundation.ò A panel provided an update on 
the project to create an inclusive memorial dedicated 
to those who served and their families during the 
Global War on Terrorism.  
 
ñMy ówhyô is you guys and creating a memorial to 
honor your service,ò said Michael ñRodò Rodriguez, 
president, and CEO of the foundation.  ñI am talking 
about the brave men and women that stepped for-
ward.  I am honoring the best of this nation, all of 
you.ò 
 

The site in the nationôs capital was approved earlier 
this year.  Next up is approval of the design, which is 
planned for the summer of 2024, followed with a 
groundbreaking by 2025 and having the project com-
pleted by 2027.  Rodriguez talked about the memorial 
as a previous guest on this episode of the Legionôs 
Tango Alpha Lima podcast. 
 
ñWomen at War and Why it Matters.ò Military 
Women's Memorial President  Phyllis Wilson , who 
served 37 years in the Army, and Amy Forsythe, Ma-
rine and Navy veteran, covered a wide range of topics.  
They traced contributions of women veterans from 
World War I through the war on terrorism.  
 
During WWI, Gen. John Pershing needed switch-
board operators in the field .  More than 200 women 
fluent in English and French answered the call.  
ñThese women took between 5 and 10 seconds to make 
a connection,ò Wilson said.  ñIt took men, trained the 
same, to make those connections in 50 to 55 seconds.  
How many lost connections never got through?  Gen. 
Pershing said they shortened the length of World War 
I by one year.ò 
 
It's stories like these that could inspire the next gen-
eration of women servicemembers. 
 
ñWhat we want to see is more women joining the mil-
itary,ò said Forsythe, host of The American Legion Be 
the One podcast.  ñWe need to look to the next gener-
ation of leaders.  Itôs so critical right now.  We need to 
share these stories to inspire these women.ò 
 
ñUnfiltered with the VA.ò Terrence Hayes, a press 
secretary with the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA), talked about the departmentôs ongoing efforts to 
support veterans.  Hayes, a retired Army combat vet-
eran, said that VA wants to ensure consistent out-
comes for veterans regardless of where they file their 
claim or who handles it.  
 
Hayes cited an example that one veteran may have a 
positive experience in one VA while another veteran 
with a similar claim may not experience the same 
quality of service at a different clinic.  
 
ñItôs a tricky situation,ò he said.  ñWe have to do a bet-
ter job at educating our adjudicators when it comes to 
the claims process.  We are actively working to clean 
that up because the president is demanding it,  and we 
have to do better for our veterans.ò 
 
ñOwn Your Path: Eliminating the Narrative of 
the Broken Veteran.ò The panel offered several 
recommendations for transitioning service members.  

https://www.legion.org/legiontv/FLlEg8BvcEH4ZVkK6f9s_Z6Q/a0AjILFabx4
https://www.legion.org/operationcomfortwarriors/258522/ocw-grant-benefits-suicide-prevention-event-indianapolis
https://tangoalphalima.fireside.fm/88
https://tangoalphalima.fireside.fm/149
https://tangoalphalima.fireside.fm/talbto-01
https://tangoalphalima.fireside.fm/talbto-01
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Among them: find a mentor, determine your priori-
ties, and involve the entire family.  
 
Samantha Domingo, whose husband served in the Air 
Force for 17 years, said that made the difference in 
keeping her family together.  ñTransition as a family, 
bring in your spouse, and your kids, too.  Give yourself 
grace.  You wonôt regret it,ò said Domingo, a talent 
strategist at Lockheed Martin Space. 
 
Looking into the future, Hoover sees the inaugural 
MCON as a launching point. 
 
ñOur goal is ð and has always been ð to create the 
largest celebration of military culture,ò he said, adding 
that future MCONs will be in Las Vegas around Veter-
ans Day.  ñItôs really special to have The American Le-
gion, Be the One supporting this experience.  There is 
so much room to grow.  Weôre just thrilled that The 

American Legion sees and 
believes in this vision.ò   
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260487/be-one-shines-light-mcon?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=READ%20MORE%20%3E&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09


10 |                                      | Round-Up 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
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Sons of the American Legion make donatio n  

Ty Kohler Allied News Staff Writer  | November 14, 2023 

 
Grove City, PA ï If youôre ever driving down Mercer-
Grove City Road, you may see a building called the 
John Huff American Legion Post 220 .  While it may 
just appear to be any ordinary bar, it is actually home 
to the Sons of The American Legion. 
 
The organization focuses on raising money to help re-
tired military members and their families .  On Oct. 25, 
they gave a $1,000 donation to both the Salvation 
Army and the Grove City Food Pantry. 
 
ñThe mission is to support the community.  There is a 
lot of good around here and we want to continue that 
good,ò President Lee Johnson said.  ñThere are people 
in need, and we want to give back.ò 
 
The group decided they wanted to give back to the 
community his time by giving funds to the two differ-
ent charities.  For the Salvation Army, the money will 
begin their holiday season program. 
 
ñI want to reach the heart of the needs here.  Our goal 
is to gain the funds to help get whatever people need,ò 
said the Salvation Army representative pastor Pam 
Schnelzer.  ñThis donation is a wonderful way to kick 
off our kettle campaign.ò 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://www.alliednews.com/users/profile/Ty%20Kohler
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The Sons of the American Legion give two checks.  One to the Sal-
vation Army and one to the Grove City Food Pantry.  From left are 
Lee Johnson, Traci Gerard, Pam Schnelzer, Rick Kober, Ken Is-
acco, Don Patterson, Joel Bigley. 

 
The Grove City Food Pantry will be using their dona-
tion money for their own upcoming holiday project.  
 
ñEvery year we try and get Thanksgiving turkeys to 
some of the households,ò Traci Gerard, the food pan-
try representative, said ñThis year we will be getting 
turkeys to feed 656 households.ò 
 
Anyone looking to help the Sons of the American Le-
gion can do so by heading over to 1946 Mercer-Grove 
City Road in Grove City and donating some money by 
buying some food and drinks. 
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to have a memberõs information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Jerry Morrical  

Jerry W. Morrical, 
72, of Redkey, In-
diana, passed 
away peacefully 
Tuesday, Nov. 14, 
2023, while in the 
company of family 
members at Per-
simmon Ridge, in 

Portland, Indiana . 

 
Jerry was born in Portland, Indi-
ana, on Aug. 27, 1951, a son of the 
late Kathryn ñJuanitaò (Cox) and 
Robert Morrical . 
 
He was a 1969 graduate of Redkey 
High School as well as a 1971 grad-
uate of Indiana Business College.  
Jerry was formerly employed by 
MSSL in Portland, Indiana, prior to 
his retirement from excavation in 
2010. 
 
He was a member of the Sons of the 
American Legion Post #507 in 
Ridgeville, Indiana . 
 
Jerry was a quiet man, yet very so-
cial and enjoyed spending time 
with his many friends, fishing, 
playing golf, watching Indiana Uni-
versity basketball, the New York 
Yankees and collecting baseball 
cards. 
 
Jerry is survived by his sister, Mar-
sha L. Morrical; cousins Larry Dan-
iels and Dennis Morrical; and spe-
cial friends Pam Nichols, Amy 
Howell, Kori Moyer, Rod Nichols, 
and Tracy Fields. 
 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents and best friend, Tom Nich-
ols. 
 
Visitation will be held on Monday, 
Nov. 20, 2023, from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
MJS Mortuaries ï Redkey Chapel.  
Funeral services will follow at 2 
p.m. with Pastor Randy Davis offi-
ciating.  Burial will be held privately 
in Hillcrest Cemetery in Redkey, 
Indiana . 
 
A special thank you to Persimmon 
Ridge and Keystone Hospice Group 
for the wonderful care and compas-
sion shown to Jerry and his family 
during this difficult time.   

 
Arrangements have been entrusted 
to MJS Mortuaries ï Redkey 
Chapel. 

 
Do nald J. Mervine  

Donald J. Mervine, 
72, of Freeburg, en-
tered eternal rest 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 
2023, in Shingle-
house, Pa. 

 
Donald was born in 

Sunbury on July 31, 1951 and was 
the son of the late Sara J. (Long) 
Mervine and the late Edward E. 
Mervine, of Selinsgrove. 
On June 2, 1973, he married the 
former Lydia Jane Ferster.  His 
passing breaks a marital union of 
50 years. 
 
Don was self-employed.  He, along 
with his brother -in-law Jeff Ferster 
and his late father-in-law Laurence 
Ferster, partnered as Fersters Meat 
Market in 1973 in Newport, Pa. and 
then in New Bloomfield, Pa., in 
1981 which then became incorpo-
rated to Perry Foods in Duncannon 
in 1985. 
 
He was a 1969 graduate of Selins-
grove High School and Goldey-Bea-
com College in 1971 with an associ-
ate degree in business manage-
ment. 
 
Don was a member of Lafayette 
Masonic Lodge #194 Selinsgrove 
and a past master in 2007.  He was 
also a member of the Harrisburg 
Consistory, Zembo Shriners, NRA, 
Rooster's Corner Sportsmen Club, 
Kreamer Sportsmen Club, United 
Bowhunters of PA, Shade Moun-
tain Bow Hunters, Newport Social 
Order of Owls, Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion and Shady Rest Hunt-
ing Camp.  He served on Freeburg 
Borough Council continuously for 
over 30 years. 
 
He enjoyed fishing, golfing, and 
trapshooting in his early years.  
Soon, everything was all about 
hunting as he was an avid and suc-
cessful archery hunter.  A highlight 
of his hunting quests was a trip out 
west with his hunting buddy Tom . 
 
It was in his hunting camp when 
Don died peacefully surrounded by 
the beauty of God's country in Pot-
ter County, Pa., where he was most 
happy. 

Don is survived by his wife, his son, 
Brian, both of Freeburg; brothers 
Gery (Susan) Mervine, of Maryland 
and Edward (Rebecca) Mervine, of 
New York; brother -in-law Jeff Fer-
ster, of Freeburg; and nieces and 
nephews. 
 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, sister-in-law Roberta 
Mervine, mother -in-law Shirley 
Ferster and father-in-law Laurence 
Ferster. 
 
A visitation will be held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, until the 
time of service at 11 at Seebold Fu-
neral Home, 601 N. High St., 
Selinsgrove, with Pastor Mindy 
Bartholomew.  Masonic services 
will be held 15 minutes prior to the 
service. 
 
Burial will follow in the Fairview 
Cemetery in Freeburg. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts 
may be made to the Freeburg Fire 
Company, P.O. Box 29, Freeburg, 
PA, 17827. 
 
To plant a tree in memory of Don-
ald J. Mervine, please visit Tribute 
Store. 

 
David Richard Woodring Sr . 
David Richard Woodring Sr., 52, 
died at 12:38 a.m. Friday, Nov. 17, 
2023, at his residence at 251 King 
St., Petersburg. 
 
Born in Bellefonte Aug. 8, 1971, he 
was a son of Terry L. Woodring and 
Linda Brown Woodring, who sur-
vive in Spruce Creek. 
 
David married Angela L. Trish Oct. 
26, 2002, at the Alexandria Presby-
terian Church by the Rev. John C. 
Dean. 
 
He was a foreman for Glenn O. 
Hawbaker Construction for 26 
years.  He enjoyed the pool league, 
membership with the Petersburg 
Catering Club and Sons of the 
American Legion.  David loved the 
time spent with his family and his 
Jeeps. 
 
Surviving in addition to his parents 
are his wife, Angela, his children: 
Kadesha Trish and partner Can-
dace Ellenburg, Lexus Woodring 
and David Woodring Jr., all of Pe-
tersburg. 
 
Also surviving are his grandpar-
ents, Lloyd and Ruth Morningstar 
of Huntingdon, a granddaughter, 
Zola Haizlip, and two other special 
grandchildren.  
 
Family and friends will be received 
during a viewing and visitation 
from 6 -8 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 19, at 
Cutright Funeral Homes ð 

Smithfield Chapel, 313 Fairgrounds 
Road, Huntingdon, and from noon 
Monday, Nov. 20, until the  1 p.m. 
service at the funeral home.  Inter-
ment will follow in Burket Ceme-
tery, Warriors Mark, immediately 
following the funeral service.  
 
Online condolences may be shared 
at www.huntingdondailyn-
ews.com/obituaries . 

 
John Ramsay  

MEREDITH CEN-
TER ----  John 
Wood Ramsay, 81, 
died peacefully 
surrounded by 
family on Wednes-
day, November 14, 
2023, at Laconia 

Genesis in Laconia, NH. 
John was born on September 28, 
1942, in Laconia, NH, to Elmer and 
Catherine (Wood) Ramsay of Acad-
emy Street in Laconia 
John attended St. Joseph Elemen-
tary School and graduated from La-
conia High School in 1960.  He at-
tended Norwich University from 
1961-1962 where he met Helen Pol-
lard. 
 
John and Helen married in 1962 
and started their family in Laconia .  
Mark was born in 1962 and James 
in 1964.  In 1965 John and his fam-
ily moved to Vermont where his 
daughter Katherine was born, and 
he became a Vermont State 
Trooper.  In 1969 John started his 
career as a VT State Liquor Investi-
gator from which he retired after 29 
years. 
 
John married Cheryl Henson on 
July 16, 1988.  John and Cheryl 
went on a much-enjoyed trip to 
Greece in 1993, including a cruise 
to several islands with Santorini be-
ing a favorite. 
 
After retiring from Liquor Control 
in 1998, he and Cheryl moved to 
their retirement home in Meredith 
Center, NH on Lake Wicwas.  His 
favorite pastime was boating on the 
lake in his pontoon boat.  In retire-
ment he worked at Hart's Restau-
rant in catering .  He enjoyed his 
work carving turkeys and especially 
socializing with the patrons on the 
Winnipesaukee Scenic Railroad.  
John was a lifetime member of the 
Elks-Montpelier Lodge #924/La-
conia Lodge #876, the Masons Au-
rora Lodge #22 F&AM of Montpel-
ier, VT, the Sons of the American 
Legion-Meredith, the Wicwas 
Grange #292, and the Vermont Po-
lice Association. 
 
John is survived by his wife of 35 
years, Cheryl (Henson) Ramsay, 
son Mark Ramsay and his wife 
Anne of Palm Beach Gardens, Flor-
ida, son James Ramsay and Jenny 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://tree.tributestore.com/?oId=29892169&source=TSC_FT_V1&cn=Obituaries&bn=AdPerfect+-+CNHI&md=The+Daily+Item
https://tree.tributestore.com/?oId=29892169&source=TSC_FT_V1&cn=Obituaries&bn=AdPerfect+-+CNHI&md=The+Daily+Item
http://www.huntingdondailynews.com/obituaries
http://www.huntingdondailynews.com/obituaries
https://thecr.com/photos/2023/nov/16/165130/
https://obituaries.dailyitem.com/obituary/donald-j-mervine-1089052511
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Giraldo of Manchester, NH, daugh-
ter Katherine Tevnan and her hus-
band John of South Weymouth, 
MA, grandchildren: Brendan Ram-
say, Philip Ramsay, Samantha 
Ramsay, Katelynn Ramsay, John E. 
Tevnan, IV, Elizabeth (Tevnan) 
Lefebvre, Erin Tevnan, Matthew 
Tevnan, seven great-grandchil-
dren, and his older brother Dexter 
Ramsay of Florida. He was prede-
ceased by his sister Patricia 
Lachance and brother-in-law Leo 
of Laconia, sister-in-law Ellie Ram-
say and his parents Elmer Ramsay 
and Catherine (Wood) Ramsay. 
A Celebration of Life will be held on 
Sunday, November 26, 2023 from 
1:00-3:00pm in the Carriage House 
at the Wilkinson -Beane-Simoneau-
Paquette Funeral Home, 164 Pleas-
ant Street, Laconia, NH. 
John will be laid to rest in the South 
Walden, VT Cemetery in Cheryl's 
fami ly plot, alongside Cheryl's 
mom Muriel, whom he loved 
dearly. 
 
In lieu of flowers, the family has 
suggested that donations be made 
in John's memory to the John Ram-
say Memorial Scholarship, 14 
Country Club Road Suite 9, Gilford, 
NH 03249, to benefit a local stu-
dent wishing to continue their edu-
cation in the field of Cr iminal Jus-
tice. 
 
For more information and to view 
an online memorial, please visit 
www.wilkinsonbeane.com. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the  Sympathy Store. 

 
Mark ñHermanò Landherr 

Mark ñHermanò 
Landherr passed 
away peacefully 
on November 15, 
at the age of 67.  
Mark was born 
on February 16, 
1956 to Donald 
and Irene (Lau-

fle) Landherr in Adams.  
 
Mark graduated from Southland 
High School in 1974, where he held 
a school discus throw record of 139 
feet, 3 inches from 1974 to 2015.  
He attended the Albert Lea Tech-
nical College to be an electrician.  
He was a member of IBEW Local 
343 Electrical Union.  
 
Mark enjoyed gardening, canning 
vegetables, meats, soups, hunting, 
auctions, raising chickens and 
pheasants.  He was a past member 
of the Southland Sportsman club 
and the Sons of the American Le-
gion in Adams.  For several years he 
owned and operated Landherr 
Game Farm.  He greatly enjoyed 
road trips with friend Mike 

Schneider to the Amish farms and 
treated many to their candies. 
 
Mark is survived by his siblings 
Thomas Landherr, Charles (Cindy) 
Landherr, Susan (Brent) Lunde, 
and Deb Landherr.  He had a very 
special place in his heart for his 
nieces, Stephanie (Bill) Krause, Ra-
chel (Jamie) Strouf, nephews Kevin 
Landherr and Dustin (Kristen) 
Lunde as well as 10 great nieces and 
nephews.  Mark is also survived by 
PeeWee Landherr, Dorothy (Jerry) 
Gerber and LaVonne Landherr. 
Mark is preceded in death by his 
parents, infant sister Mary and in-
fant brother Robert.  
A private graveside service will be 
held. 
 
Adams Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. 

 
A. Lynn Schaeffer  

Albert Lynn 
Schaeffer, 73, of 
New Harmony, 
Indiana, born 
September 26, 
1950, to Albert 
and Mary (Lov-
ell) Schaeffer in 
Chrisney, Indi-

ana, passed away, Thursday, No-
vember 9, 2023 at his home in 
New Harmony, Indiana.  
 
He graduated from South Spencer 
High School in 1968.  He retired in 
March of 1999 as a Union Insula-
tor and owned a lawn care busi-
ness for several years.  He was a 
member of St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church in Poseyville, In-
diana, Southern Indiana Antique 
Machine Club, Holy Angels Resto-
ration Committee, Keck Gonner-
man and The Sons of the American 
Legion in New Harmony, Indiana .  
He loved to garden, auctions, an-
tique tractors and helping his 
neighbors and friends. 
 
Surviving are his son: Brian 
Schaeffer of Sauk Center, Minne-
sota; daughters: Brandi McDaniel 
(Chris) of Tucson, Arizona, Chris-
tina Hibbert (Barrington) of Jack-
sonville, North Carolina and Jes-
sica Schaeffer of Vincennes, Indi-
ana; sister: Linda Shockley of 
Chrisney, Indiana; grandchildren: 
Corey McDaniel, Barrington Hib-
bert, II. and Alyssa Hibbert; hon-
orary grandchildren: Hunter 
Brooks and Taylor Valor along 
with a great grandchild: Melanie 
McDaniel and faithful companion: 
Sadie. 
 
Preceding him in death were his 
parents and wife of 37 years: Carol 
Jean (Seed) Schaeffer. 
 
Funeral services will be 10 a.m., 
Wednesday, November 15, 2023, 

at the St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Poseyville, Indiana with 
burial to follow in Poseyville Cem-
etery in Poseyville, Indiana. 
 
Visitation will be from 2 -7 p.m., 
Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at 
the Werry Funeral Home in Pos-
eyville, Indiana.  
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to: St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 10 
N. St. Francis Avenue, Poseyville, 
Indiana 47633. 
 
Expressions of sympathy may be 
made to the family online 
at: www.werryfuneralhomes.com . 
Posted online on November 12, 
2023 
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Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

Return criminal penalties for those 
who take advantage of disabled  

veterans or their families  
November 14, 2023 

 
Dear American Legion Family Members and Friends, 
 
Few insults are more egregious than to take advantage 
of disabled veterans or their families, under false pre-
tenses.  We know itôs immoral to exploit any veteran 
filing for VA benefits .  The American Legion wants the 
return of criminal penalties enforced against these 
non-accredited violators.  
 
The American Legion or other accredited veterans ser-
vice organizations (VSO) are the best first step for vet-
erans seeking assistance because we successfully pro-
vide expert help free of charge for hundreds of thou-
sands of veterans a year.  We also understand and sup-
port a veteranôs freedom to choose representation ï 
whether itôs a VSO, another claims agency, law firm or 
private company. 
 
But we support that right on a key condition: that any-
one who represents a veteran in the filing of a claim is 
accredited with the Department of Veterans Affairs .  
Accreditation means the representative has been vet-
ted, is trained, and is accountable to VAôs rules, which 
include the regulation of fees that can be charged. 
These rules exist for good reasons.  They prevent ex-
ploitation .  As it now stands, nothing stops or deters 
profiteers from overcharging and taking advantage of 
veterans.  That has to end. 
 
The American Legion continues to work with VA to 
share information and educate veterans about free ser-
vices available through VSOs like accredited American 
Legion service officers who helped veterans receive 
$16.8 billion in disability compensation last ye ar 
alone. 
 

All accredited representatives who assist veterans 
must be held to the same level of accountability as our 
service officers, who have been successfully helping 
with claims since the birth of VA.  
 

Legion Family leadership lay wreath 
at Tomb of the Unknown Soldier  

The American Legion | November 13, 2023 

 
 View Photo Gallery  

 
American Legion National Commander Daniel See-
hafer and American Legion Auxiliary National Presi-
dent Lisa Williamson joined leaders from other veter-
ansô service organizations at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier to participate in wreath -laying ceremonies on 
Veterans Day. 
 

ñ(Weôre) honored to lay a 
wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown on behalf of The 

American Legion,ò Williamson said.  ñIt was something 
I have always dreamt of doing, and é having a son who 
serves in the military, I can only imagine what it feels 
like to perhaps be the mother of one of those service-
members who are a part of that tomb.ò 
 
Seehafer said he was proud to lay a wreath at the Tomb 
with Williamson.  
 
ñThe connection between us, and that is (the connec-
tion between) the (American Legion) Family and the 
Tomb of the Unknown, itôs this: we never forget.  Thatôs 
important .  We never forget,ò Seehafer said. 
 
The Veterans Day events at Arlington National Ceme-
tery included President Biden speaking in the Memo-
rial Amphitheater following his own presentation of a 
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  
 
ñOur veterans are the steel spine of this nation and 
their families, like so many of you, are the courageous 
heart,ò Biden said. 
 
The Veterans Day events at Arlington National Ceme-
tery came the day after the White House announced 
new efforts to expand healthcare for veterans, includ-
ing the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offering 
no-cost healthcare to veterans living in nursing homes 
as well as all who served in World War II. And the eli-
gibility timeline for veterans under the PACT Act is be-
ing accelerated so that all veterans who were exposed 
to toxins will be eligible for enrollment by March 2024.  
Fridayôs announcements also included the launch of 
the Veteran Scam and Fraud Evasion (VSAFE) 

https://www.legion.org/honor/photos/260491/national-commander-attends-veterans-day-observances-arlington
https://www.legion.org/honor/photos/260491/national-commander-attends-veterans-day-observances-arlington
https://www.legion.org/veteransday/260494/legion-family-leadership-lay-wreath-tomb-unknown-soldier?utm_campaign=Source+Code+Here&utm_content=READ%20MORE%20%3E&utm_term=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Adestra
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Initiative and Task Force .  The task force, aimed at pro-
tecting veterans and their families from scams, plans 
in the coming months to:  
 

¶ Release a fraud prevention toolkit. 

¶ Publish a series of video PSAs discussing different 
forms of fraud.  

¶ Centralize federal resources to help veterans report 
fraud. 

¶ Work with the FCC to prevent scam callers from 
targeting veterans. 

¶ Increase accessibility to resources for non-English 
speaking servicemembers and veterans. 

¶ And more. 
 
ñI think the importance of being here on this special 
day, Veterans Day, and being up on stage with the pres-
ident and also (VA) Secretary (Denis) McDonough, it 
just gives us that voice; itôs our presence, and thatôs the 
importance of being involved in an organization like 
this as we continue to champion for all veterans, really.  
Not just for our membership but for all veterans,ò said 
Seehafer, who also joined other VSO leaders in meet-
ing with President Biden at the White House Saturday 
morning.  
 

Vision accomplished: the Vietnam 
Womenôs Memorial 

Jeff Stoffer | November 11, 2023 

 
ñThat my hands can shape the clay which might touch 
the hearts and heal the wounds of those who served 
fills me with humility and deep satisfaction .  I can 
only hope that future generations who view the sculp-
ture will stand in tribute to these women who served 
during the Vietnam era.ò 
Glenna Goodacre, sculptor of the Vietnam Womenôs 

Memorial, 1993  
 
The healing sculptor Glenna Goodacre envisioned is 
coming to fruition.  
 
Fulfillment of her hope was on vivid display Nov. 10 -11 
at the National Mall in Washington D.C. where Veter-
ans Day was celebrated as a tribute to the Vietnam 
Womenôs Memorial and all it means for women who 
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces during the Vi-
etnam War and since then, along with civilian women 
who operated in support of hazardous wartime mili-
tary operations. 
 
Thirty years have passed since the memorial was dedi-
cated. 
 

The battle to achieve buy-in and authorization was 
controversial; opponents and critics turned former Vi-
etnam War combat nurse Diane Carlson Evansô con-
cept into a 10-year ordeal that ended on Veterans Day 
1993 in a nationally televised ceremony attended by 
thousands.  The American Legion supported the pro-
ject every step of the way, starting with passage of a 
resolution at Post 121 in River Falls, Wis., to the De-
partment of Wisconsinôs blessing and then a national 
American Legion resolution in 1985. 
 
The Legion continued its support, backing Carlson Ev-
ans and the memorial project through multiple hear-
ings and debates as the years progressed, leading up to 
the 1993 completion. 
 
ñWhen this monument is finished, it will be for all time 
a testament to a group of American women who made 
an extraordinary sacrifice at an extraordinary time in 
our nationôs history,ò Gen. Colin Powell said at the 
groundbreaking ceremony on July 29, 1993.  ñYou 
went.  You served.  You suffered.  The names of eight 
of your sisters are etched on The Wall for having made 
the supreme sacrifice.  And yet your service and your 
sacrifice have been mostly invisible for all these inter-
vening years.ò 
 
Opponents of the project had attempted to keep it that 
way. 
 
Early obstacles ï including newspaper editorials ridi-
culing the project, congressional debates questioning 
its purpose and federal panels that scoffed at its design 
ï now occupy a fading chapter of history. 
 
Today, the memorial is seen by over 4 million visitors 
a year.  It has come to stand as more than a bronze 
statue to salute the more than 265,000 women who 
served as members of the U.S. Armed Forces during 
the Vietnam War; it is regarded as a milestone in the 
journey for all women veterans, as well as those now 
serving, and others ï like volunteers with the Red 
Cross and the USO ï who provided support for U.S. 
military operations throughout the war.  
 
ñThe women who served in the Vietnam War played a 
vital role in helping the country to change and grow,ò 
U.S. Army Capt. Danielle Craig said during a Nov. 10 
evening gathering at the memorial.  ñThey showed that 
women could serve in other capacities, such as combat 
roles.  They also helped to break down barriers and ste-
reotypes about women.  The women of the Vietnam 
War are role models for us all.  They showed us that we 
can make a difference in the world, no matter our gen-
der or background.ò 
 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Jeff%20Stoffer&p=jstoffer&s=legion.org&subject=Vision%20accomplished:%20the%20Vietnam%20Women%E2%80%99s%20Memorial%20&url=https://www.legion.org/veteransday/260486/vision-accomplished-vietnam-women%E2%80%99s-memorial
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In a talk titled ñWhat the Memorial Means to Me,ò 
Craig explained to Vietnam veterans, who came home 
a half-century ago to a nation divided not only about 
the war but also the role of women in society, that their 
service paved the way for change. 
 
ñWe have been able to use womenôs experiences from 
Vietnam to better the careers and lives for women of 
the future,ò Craig said.  ñThe women who served in Vi-
etnam set the foundation and went through the trials 
and tribulations which were used as bricks to build the 
wall for a stronger future .  We stand on the shoulders 
of those who stood before us.ò 
 
Veterans Day commemorations on the National Mall 
Friday and Saturday were divided into three segments: 
the annual candlelight gathering at the Vietnam 
Womenôs Memorial on Friday night that included 
prayer, poetry, testimony,  and camaraderie; a Satur-
day morning storytelling session there; and the after-
noonôs main event, the annual Veterans Day Ob-
servance at the Wall (the Vietnam War Memorial) .  
Carlson Evans, an American Legion member who now 
lives in Helena, Mont., was the keynote speaker and re-
flected on the road she and her fellow veterans have 
traveled since the idea for a womenôs memorial oc-
curred to her in 1983. 
 
She told how men and women of the Vietnam War vol-
unteered for 10 years to raise funds, demand approval, 
and see the project through, despite ñthreats and fre-
quent warning signs that this truly was an impossible 
dream.  The journey began smoothly until the adver-
saries saw we were serious and began fighting us at 
every step. 
 
ñMahatma Gandhi said, óFirst they ignore you.ô They 
did.  óThen they laugh at you.ô They did.  óThen they 
fight you.ô They did.  óThen you win.ô Thatôs our 10-year 
story.  We won.ò 
 
American Legion National Vice Commander Mark 
Shreve of Georgia, who placed a wreath at The Wall to 
conclude the ceremony on Veterans Day, said the 
womenôs memorial and the Legionôs support fit a long-
held value of the nationôs largest veterans organiza-
tion: ñA veteran is a veteran,ò he said. 
No other monument of its kind stood on the National 
Mall prior to effort .  ñOur statue was a first, the first 
monument in the history of the United States placed 
on the National Mall honoring womenôs patriotic ser-
vice,ò Carlson Evans told the crowd.  ñWe made his-
tory.ò 
 
Among those who spoke at the Friday night gathering 
ï a ñcandlelightò ceremony that was illuminated with 

flashlights from mobile phones ï Cheryl Molinet spoke 
of the importance the memorial has for her, a non-
combat Vietnam War Navy veteran.  ñI now feel ac-
cepted.  I feel credited as a Vietnam-era veteran.  I feel 
complete.  I feel I have completed the homage to my 
family, and I am at peace with completing my calling 
to service from so long ago.ò 
 
She said women who served at that time faced more 
than one stigma.  ñWomen in the military, at least in 
my time, were not accepted and most often considered 
non-essential,ò she explained.  ñWe volunteered.  We 
served with pride, honor,  and valor.  We assigned our 
lives to our country during Vietnam, knowing it may 
cost our lives.  Little, if any, recognition was ever given 
to the women serving in the military, let alone serving 
during a war.ò 
 
Goodacre, who passed away in 2020, intentionally 
sculpted no unit insignia or even branch identification 
into the statue, which features three women and one 
wounded man. 
 
ñWe wanted the civilian women who served in support 
of the armed forces to also feel that they are connected 
to us, as women veterans, having served wherever we 
got sent, and that they too are part of this statue,ò Carl-
son Evans said.  ñ(Goodacre) wanted us to circle the 
statue.  She wanted us to be able to walk around it and 
connect with each figure.ò 
 
ñThis statue honors all women who served during the 
Vietnam War, without preference to the form of that 
service,ò said Dorothy ñDottyò Beatty, a U.S. Air Force 
combat nurse in Vietnam, 1969-70.  ñ(Goodacre) was 
able to imbue her creation with life, with the story each 
of us holds ever so deeply inside.  She told that story in 
clay, and then it was turned into metal in much the 
same way the crucible of war forged us into the women 
we are today. 
 
ñThrough Glennaôs work, each of the women portrayed 
lives in us because we live in them.  Through this 
statue, we share our Vietnam experiences with others.  
The healing continues for all.ò 
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Share your Wreaths Across America 
plans with us  

The American Legion | November 15, 2023 

 

 
Hilary Ott/The American Legion  

 
For more than three decades, American Legion Family 
members across the nation have joined with other 
Americans to gather in December to "remember our 
fallen U.S. veterans, honor those who serve, and teach 
children the value of freedom" through the placing of 
wreaths on veteransô graves. 
 
This year, Dec. 16 will mark the 31st National Wreaths 
Across America Day.  Annually, more than 1 million 
wreaths are placed across more than 4,000 locations 
in the United States and throughout the world, honor-
ing the veterans buried at those gravesites. 
 
American Legion posts and Legion Family members 
participating in this annual program are encouraged to 
email sbrooks@legion.org in advance to share your 
plans for potential coverage in American Legion me-
dia.  Posts can share their wreath-laying stories on the 
Legion's web page www.legiontown.org . 
 
For more information about Wreaths Across America, 
click here.  For all social media postings, use the 

hashtag #ServeAndSucceed. 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
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