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Gentlemen, 
 
On Monday, March 16, 2020 President Trump 
hinted that we could be under restrictions until Au-
gust.  August?  How is that possible?  I don’t like it, 
but I understand that the health and safety of 
Americans in the top priority in this situation. 
 
In my state, American Legion Posts are closed in 
compliance with an order by Gov. DeWine that in-
cludes restaurants, bars, movie theatres, bowling 
alleys, gyms, community recreation centers, and 
many others.  We are also restricted to gatherings 
with no more than 50 people.  This will make 
Squadron, District, and possibly our Detachment 
Convention being postponed. 
 
I am quite confident that this will occur across the 
country, and we will be staying home for the near 
future. 
 
With this in mind, recruiting new members will be 
very difficult, if not impossible.  We can’t invite po-
tential members to our Post, our meetings, and our 
activities.  This is a great time to focus on our RE-
TENTION and RENEWALS.  Call your delinquent 
members and ask them to mail in their dues right 
away.  This will make the contact with those mem-
bers personal but will also help us keep with the 6-
foot “social distancing” recommended by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. 
 
Now is also the PERFECT time to get your MySAL 
account up and running.  Save time and money by 
submitting membership online. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I think we should all look at our donations to the 
National Emergency Fund.  This fund could become 
very important during this crisis, and we need to 
make sure that funds are available if and when 
needed. 
 

Please remember the Central 
Region Challenge Date of 
95% membership on April 1.  
So many are knocking on the 
door.  Let’s ALL hit that 
mark!  Who’s next?   

 

 
 
The Central Region remains in Third Place 
nationally as of March 19, 2020 with 
85.082%.  Keep up the outstanding work! 
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The Central Region returned to First Place 
as of the March 16, 2020 Renewal Report.  
This number represents 78.03%.  Who’s 
next? 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact either 
NVC Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with any-
thing. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

#SALSTRONG 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

April 8, 2020 

90% 
 

A Message From 
National Commander Clint Bolt 

 

My fellow sons, 
 
As an organization and as 
individuals, we find our-
selves in uncharted territo-
ry. Each state and commu-
nity have different levels of 

emergency measures in place to fight this 
pandemic COVID-19 virus. These are in 
place for our protection. 
 
Because of these measures and the safety 
of everyone I have decided to cancel my 
homecoming celebration. I had wanted to 
showcase the era my grandfather served in 
by returning to Norfolk, home of the largest 
naval base in the world. 
 
I am truly honored that so many had 
planned to attend. I am also honored to 
have the opportunity to serve as your Na-
tional Commander. 
 
Please follow safety guidelines in place in 
your locality. 
 
May God bless each of you and your fami-
lies. 
  
Regards, 
Clint Bolt, National Commander 
Sons of the American Legion 
“Serving those who served” 
Full steam ahead… 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com


3 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up – March 15, 2020 

Detachment Membership Standings 
as of March 19, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI*^ 3,744 3,685 98.424% 

IA*^ 4,375 4,209 96.206% 

OH 31,133 27,103 87.056% 

MN 11,748 10,096 85,938% 

IL 14,546 12,397 85.226% 

IN 39,364 33,207 84.359% 

MI 24,083 19,829 82.336% 

MO 3,705 2,376 61.130% 

TOTALS 132,698 112,902 85.082% 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 
^ = Met April 1 Central Region Challenge of 95% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of March 19, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern 42,763 38,005 88.874% 

Western 26,395 22,836 86.516% 

Midwest 30,366 25,874 85.207% 

Central 132,698 112,902 85.082% 

Eastern 146,273 122,460 83.720% 

TOTALS 378,495 313,419 85.419% 

 
17,205 ahead of last year 

 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 
 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of March 16, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 3,684 82.75% 

OH 30,456 25,143 82.56% 

WI 3,945 3,199 81.09% 

MN 11,565 9,358 80.92% 

IL 14,431 11,264 78.05% 

IN 38,876 29,478 75.83% 

MI 24,126 18,173 75.33% 

MO 3,485 2,183 62.64% 

TOTALS 131,336 102,482 78.03% 
 
 

 
National Renewal Rates 

as of March 16, 2020 
 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Eastern 144,840 110,063 75.97% 

Central 131,317 99,702 75.91% 

Midwest 29,920 22,112 73.89% 

Southern 42,858 31,418 73.27% 

Western 26,524 18,428 69.46% 

TOTALS 375,540 273,481 72.82% 

 
 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90%  ✓ 
APRIL 1   95% 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 
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All Concerned, 
  
National Adjutant Danial Wheeler has sent out a 
message stating the spring meetings will be can-
celed.  A resolution has been sent to The American 
Legion NEC to vote on the cancellation.  A similar 
resolution was sent out yesterday to the SAL NEC, 
and we are still waiting on everyone to vote.   We 
need 100% accountability of the vote on this ac-
tion.   We have only heard from a little more than 
half of the NEC and National Officers.  NEC mem-
bers, if you have not voted, find the email send by 
Adjutant Wright and vote quick procrastinating.  
 When you vote, type your full name, your detach-
ment, and your vote.  Most of you have emails do 
not have your name listed within it.  When you re-
spond, type out your names, your detachment, and 
your vote.   So moved, and I support that resolu-
tion; is not a proper vote.   Take the time to cast 
your vote correctly.  This is an official record and 
will be in the minutes at the next NEC meeting.  
  
For those that registered for a hotel room, don’t 
worry, it has already been canceled.  Commissions 
and Committees will meet via phone conference 
like most of you are doing now.  Keep accurate 
minutes for each meeting.  If you have any further 
questions, please feel free to contact me.  I will re-
lease more details as they occur.  A plan for the 
NEC to meet at the convention is being worked and 
will be finalized in the coming months.  I ask that 
everyone be patient and wait for details they will 
be forwarded to you.  
  
Stay safe, wash your hands, and practice social dis-
tancing.  It saves lives. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Ken George, 
National SAL Liaison 
317-630-1376     
  
 
 

 
 
 

From: National Adjutant Dan Wheeler 
To: All Legion Leadership 
 
On March 16, Indiana Governor Eric J. Hol-
comb issued an executive order which de-
clared a public health emergency in the 
state of Indiana as a result of the COVID-19 
outbreak.  Part of that executive order was 
that “no in-person events of more than 50 
people” be held through April 5.  Yesterday 
afternoon, Governor Holcomb confirmed 
that when the current order expires, he will 
extend it another 30 days.  As I am sure all 
of you know, this pandemic is projected to 
last into the summer months. 
 
Therefore, to comply with the governor’s 
executive order limiting in-person meetings 
to no more than 50 people through May 5, 
the 2020 Spring Meetings in Indianapolis 
have been cancelled.  A resolution for mail 
vote to confirm this action will be emailed 
today to the National Executive Committee.  
We believe this action, while unfortunate, is 
the responsible thing to do for the safety of 
our NEC members.  We will work with those 
who have made airline and hotel reserva-
tions to ensure they will not suffer financial 
loss. 
 
ANY QUESTIONS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO 
MY OFFICE AT 317-630-1236 or 
mrooney@legion.org. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

mailto:mrooney@legion.org
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Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition ✓ Thanks 
Illinois  February 2 edition ✓ Thanks 
Missouri February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition 
Michigan February 23 edition ✓ Thanks 
Indiana March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition 
Minnesota March 15 edition 
 

There’s still time if you didn’t have your 
Detachment feature published yet!!! 

 

 

 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
Online Meeting 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds 
its monthly Conference Calls on the third 
Tuesday of each month.  It is important that 
we get the message out to as many Mem-
bership Chairmen as possible.  Please share 
this with your District and Squadron leader-
ship and ask them to join us. 

 
 

Who’s 

Next? 
 
 
 
 

What Can I Do? 
 

Someone asked, "I AM JUST 
ONE, WHAT CAN I DO?"   
 
Let's start with... 
 
▪ Maintain law and order 
▪ Foster and perpetuate a true 

spirit of Americanism 
▪ Inculcate a sense of individu-

al obligation to your commu-
nity, state, and nation 

▪ Combat the autocracy of both the classes and 
the masses 

▪ Make right the master of might 
▪ Promote peace and goodwill 
▪ Safeguard the principles of justice, freedom and 

democracy 
▪ Sanctify our friendship by our devotion to mu-

tual helpfulness 
▪ Assist in carrying on for God and Country 

 
PDC Bill Towns, Judge Advocate 
Detachment of Ohio 
docbill@neo.rr.com 
SALJudgeAdvocate@OhioLegion.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
mailto:docbill@neo.rr.com
mailto:SALJudgeAdvocate@OhioLegion.com
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A Message from NVC Blair Miles 
 

Good afternoon my SAL Brothers, 
 
I returned from Tennessee yester-
day evening.  What I saw there was 
both devastating, and inspirational 
at the same time.  Allow me to ex-
pound: 
 
At noon Saturday, I met Post 
46 "dual member" Rich Buford, 

Squadron 46 Incoming Commander Ken Crissman, 
and Detachment Commander Bryan Hine at a church 
in downtown Cookeville, Tn.  This church was 1 of 4 
distribution centers in Cookeville.  The supplies kept 
coming in, the entire time we were there.  The "Cajun 
Navy" even showed up with a pickup hooked to a 
small U-Haul Box trailer.  The driver told me that he 
was just a chase driver.  The other 6 semi-trucks full 
of supplies were over in the Kmart parking lot!  Which 
now became another distribution center!  What an 
awesome bunch of people!  Rich got us a van and car-
ried about 10 of us all around the city to show us both 
devastation, and humanity at its absolute best.  The 
first stop was ground zero.  It's something I don't be-
lieve I'll ever forget.  Tornadoes can be so discrimina-
tive.  There were rows of houses completely gone, 
while the houses directly across the street seemed al-
most untouched.  The piles of debris seemed to be 
bigger than the houses they displaced, until you saw 
the Ford F150 and Bass boat mixed in there with it.  
All the mailboxes on a particular street seemed to 
withstand the onslaught, while steel street signs re-
sembled metal pretzels.  There wasn't a tree in sight.  
The stumps that weren't uprooted, were stripped 
completely clean of any bark.  Down the street, the 
town ballpark facilities were the new home to one of 
the National Guard Units.  This particular Guard Unit 
was collecting, piling and preparing to grind up all the 
trees and stumps that were being hauled here.  They 
will be there for a while.  We met Team Rubicon in 
this neighborhood.  These guys were amazing!  They 
actually thanked us for doing nothing more than mak-
ing an appearance in this neighborhood.  This one guy 
told me that just seeing outsiders, that are there to 
help, means more to these folks than I could possibly 
imagine.  He told me that President Trump stood near 
the same spot that I was standing in, a few days prior 
and it absolutely meant the world to these folks that 
they were not being forgotten.  I have never been 
more proud to be wearing my SAL Cover.   
 
We toured a few more facilities and churches.  All 
makeshift distribution centers.  FEMA had computer 
terminals set up.  The Red Cross was there.  The Sal-
vation Army was there.  The Tennessee Rapid Relief 
Team was there.  There were countless venders 

providing free meals for the people who needed to see 
these organizations for one reason or another.   
 
The most incredible thing I witnessed this past week-
end was the human spirit.  Neighbors helping neigh-
bors.  Strangers helping strangers.  In the thick of it 
all, there stood the American Legion Family.  We take 
for granted just how good we have it.  It becomes too 
easy to complain about some of the things that the 
Legion Family does.  Everybody has a better way of 
doing things.  Some people do too much.  Some peo-
ple don't do enough.  BUT let something horrible 
happen to one of our own, and an amazing transfor-
mation takes place.  We take care of our own.  No 
questions asked.  Don't get in our way.  And while 
we're at it, we take care of those that aren't part of us 
too.  This is what I witnessed this weekend.  Not one 
time this weekend was there mention of any Virus, 
Debate or Stock Market.  The words Democrat or Re-
publican were never uttered.  There were a lot of "God 
Bless Yous,” and a lot of “Thank Yous.”  You have no 
idea how good it felt to be given the chance to 
say, “My Pleasure.” 
 
As the National Vice Commander of the Southern Re-
gion, I'm asking for all Detachments in the Region 
to consider making a kind gesture to our Legion 
Family Brothers and Sisters in Tennessee.  You don't 
need to fill a truck and deliver it.  You don't need to 
take up collections of supplies.  If a small monetary 
donation is possible, I'm sure it will be greatly appre-
ciated.  Every little bit helps.  The contact info for do-
ing so is: 
 
Rich Buford 
1245 Eastwood Drive 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
richbuford@gmail.com 
(360) 393-1147 
 
All checks to be made out to: 
"American Legion Post 46" 
Please put Disaster Relief on the Memo line. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve, 
 
Blair Miles 
National Vice-Commander Southern 
Sons of The American Legion 
(251) 238-7002 

 

mailto:richbuford@gmail.com


9 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up – March 15, 2020 

Please see the 2020-2021 SAL Membership Target 
Dates. 
  
Thank You, 
  
Brian Compton 
Internal Affairs/SAL & Membership 
Charters Clerk 
 

 

2020 – 2021 
MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2020   10% 
OCTOBER 15, 2020   25% 
NOVEMBER 12, 2020   35% 
DECEMBER 9, 2020   45% 
JANUARY 21, 2021   60% 
FEBRUARY 10, 2021   75% 
MARCH 10, 2021   80% 
APRIL 14, 2021    90% 
MAY 12, 2021    100% 
*JULY 28, 2021    105% 
*Delegate Strength Target Date 

 

 

 
COVER THAT COUGH! 

 
Gentlemen, 
 
Your membership committee has been hard at work.  
One of the current initiatives is the yearly membership 
goal setting. The membership committee has recom-
mended a resolution for approval by the National Exec-
utive Committee at the Spring NEC. This resolution rec-
ommends the setting of the membership goals based 
on the "Delegate Strength Target Date" with an increase 
of 3%. This will align with our membership growth goals 
and plans to surpass the 400,000 mark in membership. 
We look forward to your support as we make history! 
 
Joseph Navarrete, Chairman 
National Membership Committee 
2019-2020 
(505) 301-7903 
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