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The American Legion | October 18, 2023 

 

 
Sons of the American Legion National Commander Don “JR” Hall 
addresses the NEC at American Legion National Headquarters in 
Indianapolis, Ind., on Wednesday, October 11. 

Hilary Ott/The American Legion 

 
Among the resolutions approved by The 
American Legion’s National Executive 
Committee (NEC) at the Fall Meetings in 
Indianapolis were three directly related to 
the Sons of The American Legion (SAL). 
 
Resolution 22 creates the Sons of The 
American Legion Commander’s Advisory 
Committee, whose purpose is to discuss is-
sues germane to the SAL and recommend 
courses of action to The American Legion 
Internal Affairs Commission. 
 
The committee, consisting of a chairman 
and six members, as well as the SAL Na-
tional Commander who will have no vote, 
will collect detachment recommendations 
and in turn recommend to the Internal Af-
fairs Commission chairman nominations 

for SAL national commission and commit-
tees and SAL national officers. 
 
Resolution 21 creates the SAL Resolutions 
Screening Committee, which will “con-
sider at any time any resolutions to be as-
signed to the appropriate SAL commission 
or committee for the purpose of (a) classi-
fying those resolutions; (b) consolidating 
them; or (c) eliminating duplications, as 
well as for the purpose of recommending 
to the commissions and committees the 
disposition of the resolutions.” 
 
That committee will be chaired by the 
chairman of the Legion’s Internal Affairs 
Commission and will include three Amer-
ican Legion members and three SAL mem-
bers. 
 
The NEC also approved Resolution 19, a 
$250,000 donation from the SAL Reserve 
Fund to the Veterans & Children Founda-
tion.  That donation was approved at the 
SAL National Convention. 

 

 

https://archive.legion.org/node/15156
https://archive.legion.org/node/15155
https://archive.legion.org/node/15153
https://www.legion.org/sons/260168/sal-donates-250k-vcf
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Representing More Than Me 
 

 
 
Congratulations to all of our detachments that 
reached our October goal of 25%.  We are on our way 
and need to keep working hard to renew and reinstate 
our members. 
 
Remember why we all joined this organization and 
keep doing what you do for our veterans and the chil-
dren &^ youth of our great nation. 
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible.  
 
RENEW TODAY! 
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel 
 

click a button for more information 
 

          
 

     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
mailto:louthephotoguy@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Membership/SAL-Renew
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://www.legion.org/vcf
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
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T. S. Eliot once said, "Tradition is the means by 
which the Vitality of the Past enriches the life 
of the present." 
 
There is that “Tradition” word again.  Seems to be a 
recurring theme, huh? 
 
Past National Commander Woodrow “Woody” Mudge 
stated, “As members of the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion, we must never forget the tradition 
and always look to the future."  Elected in 1985 
"Woody" was definitely looking to the future when 
he established with the blessing of the NEC, a “Make 
a Wish Foundation Committee” as this was his special 
project for the year.  The SAL continues to support 
this charity today!  His concern for the future reflected 
his desire to continue the past traditions of The 
American Legion Family!  He was also one of the first 
to notice all of the good work Squadrons were doing 
everywhere but also noticed the lack of reporting.  An 
issue that continues even now 38 years later.  All said 
his leadership brought in over 5,000 new members 
that year pushing the SAL to an all-time high besting 
the 1939 previous high mark, with a membership of 
75,607 members. 
 
Remember the words of one of our greatest Statesmen 
Benjamin Franklin... Without continual growth 
and progress, such words as improvement, 
achievement, and success have no meaning!” 
 

"Coming together is a beginning.  Keeping to-
gether is progress.  Working together is Suc-
cess!" - Anonymous  
 
The above quote is another definition of "Team-
work!" We have all heard the tried-and-true 
T.E.A.M. saying before and I will not repeat them 
here, but they are true just the same. 
 
In 2003 this single-word theme "Teamwork" was 
the banner under which past National SAL Com-
mander Steve Laws served!  Under his leadership, a 
new Detachment, District, and Squadron American-
ism award was created to honor the three (3) SAL 
members who were killed in the 9/11 attack on the 
Twin Towers in New York City.  Presented at the 2004 
National Convention, SAL members Gerald Atwood, 
Edward Beyea, and Raymond York will forever be re-
membered for their sacrifice.  Also, in 2003 an in-
crease in membership of 14,080 members pushed the 
Sons membership to over the 280,000 mark for the 
first time. 
 
As members of the Sons of the American Le-
gion, we each may have a different role, but we 
all have the same job, and that is to help our 
team Win! 
 
Remember what President Abraham Lincoln 
said... "If everyone is moving forward together, 
then success takes care of itself." 
 
For the Commander, “Believe and Succeed” 
  
Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman 
  
“I’m the ONE, You’re the ONE, BE the ONE!” 
 

 
REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING 

THIRD Wednesday Quarterly 

September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023 

March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024 

 

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting 

(877) 853-5257 

Meeting ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode: 469 153 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93060463298?pwd=MkpIM2FudEJJaW5XNndWZGY4SEZWQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
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What’s up Westside! 
 
Saw this on the internet and I knew this was going into 
my next report.  We are all in this together so love one 
another.  We must try to understand our differences 
with an open mind and heart because with a little un-
derstanding, fears will dissolve like melting ice.  We 
are One, one love, one spirit, one faith, together in One 
purpose, one direction, one mission, we are One so, Be 
the One! 
 
Together we can face any challenges as deep as the 
ocean and as high as the sky. 
 
“One Team, One Goal, One Heart, One Soul.  
Be the One!” 
 
Respectfully For God and Country, 
 
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

If you’re a veteran in crisis or concerned about one, contact the 

Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support.  Dial 988 

then Press 1, chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 

838255. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/96422851563?pwd=Ly9hS3pkZDB0ZDZaU0w2RzJ2REsrQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/92404022733?pwd=ZE9MeFU1OWVNMnM2OXVIZUtsbUFVZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/94517231230?pwd=VXUrRjdqMnppVFZDR3ZjenFIamozUT09
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
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Make TAP accessible throughout 
service, Legion testifies 
The American Legion | October 18, 2023 

 
Kevin O’Neil shared his story of transitioning out of 
the Air Force during his testimony to a joint meeting 
of the Senate Committees on Veterans’ Affairs and 
Armed Services on Oct. 18.  Watch the entire 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
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hearing here (O’Neil’s testimony begins at the 2:50:58 
mark). 
 
“My own transition journey began as I was driving 
down an unpaved road in Djibouti, Africa, with two of 
my fellow airmen,” O’Neil, Veterans Employment and 
Education policy associate for The American Legion, 
testified during the hearing, Military to Civilian Tran-
sition: Ensuring Success After Service.  “I proposed 
the question: What do you plan to do when you sepa-
rate?  Neither knew.  The uncertainty in their re-
sponses propelled me to start thinking about the path 
that I would take following my military career.”  
 
With just over a year left in his enlistment, O’Neil 
hatched a plan to return to school.  He obtained bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees after separation.   
 
“While I am incredibly proud of these accomplish-
ments, I recognize that I was fortunate enough to have 
found my path well before my separation,” he testi-
fied.  “This cannot be said for all servicemembers, and 
I believe that this is why we are here today.”  
 
The hearing focused on military programs such as the 
Transition Assistance Program (TAP) that assists ser-
vice members as they return to the civilian world.  
 
“TAP offers a plethora of information that service-
members can utilize to achieve success post-military 
service, but there are improvements that can be 
made,” O’Neil testified.  “One improvement is seeing 
that servicemembers begin TAP no later than 365 
days prior to their anticipated separation.”  
 
He cited a Government Accountability Office report 
released in December 2022, that found 70% of ser-
vicemembers are not completing TAP within the man-
dated timeframe.   
 
“With over 200,000 servicemembers separating an-
nually, that equates to around 140,000 transitioning 
servicemembers who may have less than a year to plan 
for their future,” O’Neil said.  “This is far too many 
servicemembers who may find themselves unpre-
pared for the transition to civilian life.  In light of the 
information gathered in this study, The American Le-
gion would like to offer a couple of suggestions to rem-
edy this issue.”  
 
Those include:   
 

• Look to the Veterans Affairs’ Military Lifecycle 
modules as a best practice for providing vital in-
formation regarding the transition process.  The 
modules comprise 14 comprehensive sessions 

that allow transitioning servicemembers and their 
families to access TAP information throughout 
their service.  “If the (Department of Labor) were 
to create online modules, similar to those offered 
through the VA, servicemembers and their 
spouses would have greater access to information 
that will prepare them for a successful career post-
military service.”   

• Create an app accessible at any time throughout 
one’s military career.  Such an app would provide 
information about TAP, as well as the programs 
offered by DOL, the Department of Defense and 
other agencies.  “Through interagency partner-
ships, and the creation of a comprehensive mili-
tary lifecycle app, we could ensure that service-
members and their families have unfettered ac-
cess to information that will assist in transitioning 
to civilian life.”   

 

 

https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2023/10/military-to-civilian-transition-ensuring-success-after-service
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
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2023 SAL Membership Info 

as of 10/18/2023 
  
Total Actual Membership: 378,376 

102.88% of goal  
Renewal Percentage:  88.83% 
Detachments at 100%: 42 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org
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The Sons of The American Legion 
donated $5,000 to the Onalaska 

Lions Club for the All Abilities Park 
Michael Germaine | October 15, 2023 

  

 
 
ONALASKA, Wis. (WKBT) -- The Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion focuses on helping the community by 
funding projects for children and veterans.  
 
Members donated $5,000 to the Onalaska Lions Club 
for the All Abilities Park.  
 
Ben Zimmer, who is the Commander of the Sons of the 
American Legion, explains what drew the group to 
playground project.  
 
"We really like the All Ability Park idea because we 
don't have one in this area, and we do have a lot of 
children.  One of the pillars of the Sons of American 
Legion is children so it's just the matter of giving back 
to the community, and a park is a great way to do 
that," said Zimmer.  
 
If you're interested in joining the group, it's only a 
one-time fee of $20. 
 

Millburn Sons of The American 
Legion Squadron 140 Invites 
Residents to Veteran's Day 

Ceremony 
Millburn Sons of The American Legion Squadron 140 

October 15, 2023 
 

MILLBURN, NJ -- Millburn's Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 140 invites residents to celebrate 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
https://www.news8000.com/users/profile/Michael%20Germaine
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/millburn-slash-short-hills/sections/giving-back/articles/hometown-heroes-program-launch-in-millburn-short-hills#:~:text=American%20Legion%20Post%20140%20and,and%20youth%20within%20our%20community.
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/millburn-slash-short-hills/sections/giving-back/articles/hometown-heroes-program-launch-in-millburn-short-hills#:~:text=American%20Legion%20Post%20140%20and,and%20youth%20within%20our%20community.


9 |                                      | Round-Up 

Veterans Day at the American Legion where approxi-
mately 100 Hometown Heroes banners will be dedi-
cated and will line Millburn Avenue.  
 
Veterans Day is November 11, and the program begins 
at 11:00 a.m. at 200 Main St.  The ceremony will be 
followed by banner dedications and refreshments. 

 

      
American Legion Post 140 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Lisa Williamson, 
National President 

The American Legion Auxiliary 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Air Force-Navy football kicks off 
CIC Trophy battle 

John Chuhran | October 19, 2023 

 
Of all the awards at the highest level in sports, one 
stands alone as a symbol of excellence in athletics 
without any expectation of future financial or athletic 
career benefits.  It is the Commander-In-Chief’s (CIC) 
Trophy, earned annually by the champion football 
team from head-to-head competition between squads 
from Army, Navy, and Air Force. 
 
On Saturday, the first game in the round-robin com-
petition takes to the national stage (12 noon ET, CBS 
TV network) when Navy hosts Air Force at Navy-Ma-
rine Corps Memorial Stadium just outside the 
grounds of The U.S. Naval Academy.  All 34,000 seats 
for the game are sold out. 
 
The Navy-Air Force game is traditionally the first of 
the three meetings.  Army plays Air Force in Denver 
on Nov. 4, while the annual Army-Navy Game pre-
sented by USAA will take place on Dec. 9 at a new 
venue (part of a plan to have the game played at vari-
ous venues in the Northeast for the next few years) – 
Gillette Stadium in Foxboro, Mass.  The Army-Navy 
Game is also already sold out.  If any one team beats 
the other two, it earns a trip to the White House to 
meet the president and the right to display the trophy 
for a year.  If each team wins a game, the battle is a tie 
and the trophy stays in the possession of the last team 
to win it outright (currently that is Air Force, which 
defeated both Navy and Army last year for the first 
time since 2016) and there is no trip to Washington. 
 
“These (CIC) games are so special,” said Air Force 
Head Coach Troy Calhoun, now in his 17th year direct-
ing the Falcons.  “It’s never a ‘no big deal’ – it’s always 
a big deal.  You look all the way up that tunnel (leading 
to the field) and you see all those cadets…it just moves 
you beyond football.  You have future service mem-
bers that have made a commitment to do everything 
they can to make our country a better place.  And I 
think that’s awesome.  I keep thinking that at some 
point I’d like to just go watch one of these games and 
take it all in – the march-ons, the fly-bys, everything.  
But hopefully, that’s a ways out.” 
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Air Force brings a 6-0 and No. 22 ranking into this weekend’s 
game with Navy. 

Air Force Football 

 
Air Force currently sits with a record of 6-0 (and, go-
ing back to last year, has compiled an 11-game win-
ning streak) and are ranked 22nd in both the AFCA 
Coaches and AP polls.  It is the running game that is 
propelling the attack – Air Force has led the nation in 
rushing yardage the last three years and this year tops 
the nation, averaging 60 rushes (91.46 percent of all 
offensive plays) and 327 ground yards per game. 
 
Leading the way is junior quarterback Zac Larrier, 
who has mastered the triple-option offense and has 
averaged 5.8 yards per carry while amassing 473 yards 
and four touchdowns on the ground.  However, he suf-
fered a knee injury in the fourth quarter of last week’s 
34-27 win over Wyoming and did not return.  Larrier’s 
status for the game against Navy was described by Cal-
houn “as likely out for a while” at press time.  So, the 
probable starter is back-up Jensen Jones (two rushing 
TDs), a senior, who ably handled the offense in the fi-
nal stanza to seal last week’s win and provides an 
added threat – a strong passing arm. 
 
Fullback Emmanuel Michel is the team leader in rush-
ing yardage (497) and rushing TDs (eight) and stays 
fresh while Owen Burk (three TDs), John Lee Eldridge 
III (four TDs), and Cade Harris (two TDs) grind out 
the runs and share in the pounding delivered by op-
posing defenses.   
Defensively, the Falcons give up a mere 3.0 yards per 
carry, ninth best in BCS play.  The solid Air Force de-
fense is led by senior safety Trey Taylor, who logged 
10 tackles (7 solo) and a blocked PAT last week to earn 
Mountain West Conference Defensive Player of the 
Week honors. 
 
Navy will be looking for inspiration from two-star 
contributors in the history of its football program: 
Roger Staubach, the 1963 Heisman Trophy winning 
quarterback who went on to a Hall of Fame career 

with the Dallas Cowboys; and former head coach Paul 
Johnson, who turned around a Navy program that 
went 1-20 in 2000-2001.  After going 2-10 in 2002, 
Johnson steered Navy back into national prominence, 
compiling a 43-19 record with five bowl game appear-
ances, two bowl victories, and, more importantly, 
claimed five-consecutive CIC Trophies by going 5-1 
against Air Force and 6-0 against Army.  Both Stau-
bach and Johnson, who will be inducted into the Na-
tional Football Foundation College Football Hall of 
Fame later this year, will be in attendance Saturday. 
 
It is appropriate that Johnson will be at Saturday’s 
game, because Navy is in the midst of a transforma-
tional season similar to his first campaign in 2002.  
The winningest coach in Navy history – Ken Niumata-
lolo – succeeded Johnson as Navy head coach begin-
ning with the 2007 Poinsettia Bowl and led Navy to a 
109-83 record.  He was released by the Naval Acad-
emy the day after losing the 2022 Army-Navy game 
and finishing his third consecutive year of winning 
four games or less.  New Head Coach Brian Newberry, 
promoted from the defensive coordinator role he had 
held since 2019, has brought some changes and some 
new views to Annapolis.  So far, the 2023 season has 
been a year of gradual improvements for the Midship-
men, who carry a 3-3 record into Saturday’s game. 
 
“This is our number one goal for the year every year,” 
said Newberry.  “This is the first leg of the CIC.  It’s 
going to be a dog fight, and we’re going to have to play 
really, really well to give ourselves an opportunity to 
win this game.  I have a ton of respect for Coach Cal-
houn, his staff, and his team; they play hard, they’re 
well coached, have good personnel, and they know 
how to win.  And they always save some wrinkles for 
us.  Along with Notre Dame and Army, they’re proba-
bly the toughest opponent we’ll face all year.”   
 
Navy has averaged 48 rushes per game and 4.9 yards 
per carry this year to rank second in running yards in 
the nation.  Senior quarterback Tai Lavatai aggravated 
a lingering rib injury in last week’s 14-0 win over 
UNC-Charlotte and is questionable for Saturday’s 
game.  Newberry said he has a plan for what he wants 
to do at quarterback regardless of Lavatai’s availabil-
ity, but he preferred not to discuss it in advance of the 
game.  Alex Tecza is Navy’s primary rushing weapon, 
averaging 8.1 yards on 62 carries (four TDs).  Navy 
throws the ball 14 percent more often than Air Force, 
and the principal receiving threat is sophomore slot 
back Eli Heidenreich, who is averaging 39 yards on 
four catches. 
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to have a member’s information 

listed here, please send to 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 
Edward William Monahan Jr. 

Port St. Lucie, FL 
– Edward Wil-
liam Monahan 
Jr.-also fondly 
known as "Ed", 
75, passed away 
on October 10, 
2023 at his 

daughter's home in Epping, NH.  
He was born February 15, 1948 in 
Worcester, MA, son of the late Ed-
ward William Monahan Sr. and 
Ruth Caroline (Grady) Monahan. 
 
Ed grew up in Worcester, MA and 
was one of five children in his fam-
ily.  He graduated from South High 
School in Worcester, MA.  Sports 
have always been important in Ed's 
life as he played basketball in his 
youth and followed professional 
sports as a fan as an adult, espe-
cially his favorite teams the New 
England Patriots and Boston Red 
Sox.  Ed was well known and appre-
ciated for his outgoing personality, 
always making people smile and 
laugh.  Professionally, he managed 
The Press Box in Worcester for 25 
years and formerly was a mainte-
nance supervisor at several apart-
ment complexes in the Worcester 
area. 
 
Ed enjoyed traveling including sev-
eral trips to Ireland, vacationing in 
Wells, ME, and annual trips with 
friends in St. Thomas.  He was very 
active with organizations as he was 
a member of the Ancient Order of 
the Hibernians in Worcester, the 
Sons of the American Legion in 
Port St Lucie, FL and served as the 
Mayor of the Worcester St. Pat-
rick's Day parade. 
 
Additionally, he was a member of 
the Press Box Benevolent Associa-
tion which held many charitable 
fundraising events whether it be for 
Toys for Tots, The Friendly House, 
or the annual Kevin Lyons golf 
tournament. 
 
In addition to his parents, Ed was 
predeceased by his sister, Maureen 
McLellan, and brother-in-law, Leo 
Rouleau. 
He is survived by his loving wife, 
Deborah (Butcher) Monahan, 
daughter and son-in-law, Kelly and 

Dana Blanchard, daughter, Amy 
Parks, son and daughter-in-law, 
Edward and Amy Monahan III, 
several grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren, sisters, Kath-
leen Rouleau, Patricia Monahan, 
Ruth "Pixie" and her husband 
Gerry Devlin and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 
 
At Ed's request, there will be no 
calling hours or funeral services. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made in his memory to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. 
 
Ed's family wish to express a special 
thank you to the Visiting Nurse As-
sociation of Manchester & South-
ern NH for their exceptional care. 
For more information, please visit 
www.brewittfuneralhome.com. 
 
To plant a beautiful memorial tree 
in memory of Edward, please visit 
our Tree Store or plant a tree. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the Sympathy Store. 
 
Obituary published on Legacy.com 
by Brewitt Funeral Home, LLC - 
Epping on Oct. 12, 2023. 

 
Jose “Sonny” Quintana 

Jose “Sonny” Quin-
tana 75 passed away 
Tuesday, October 3, 
2023 at his Santa Fe 
home, following an 
extended illness.  
He was born in 
Santa Fe February 
23, 1948, the son of 

Jose A. and Encarancion Quintana.  
He was preceded in death by the 
one person he loved with all his 
heart, his loving wife Alice; and his 
parents, and his God-daughter 
Christina Gonzales. 
 
Joe is survived by his 5 step-daugh-
ters, who he loved as his own, Liza 
Valdez and husband Albert, Phyllis 
Ortiz, Dorothy Ortiz and Orlando, 
Brenda Varela and husband David, 
Glenda Ortiz and husband Mike, 
and his son William Romero, Joe 
was blessed with 9 grandchildren, 
Natasha Ellis and husband Cruz, 
Ron Garcia, Randy Dark, Desiree 
Garcia, Philip Ortiz-Encinias, 
Leandra Varela, Kiana Vigil, Derik 
Ortiz, and Nicholas Romero and 
wife Valarie, 1 great grandbaby Lu-
cas Romero, 2 step-grandchildren 
Kelsie Montoya and Damian 

Martinez. Also survived by his 
brothers George and wife Rose, 
Mike and wife Barbara, John, Law-
rence and wife Caroline, and Al-
fred; sisters, Carol Medina and hus-
band Cipriano, Lupie Linson and 
husband Chris, and Dolores 
Hessinger and husband Kirt, his 
special cousin Darlene and hus-
band John, and several nieces and 
nephews. 
 
Joe Served as a correctional officer 
for many years for the Department 
of Corrections, retiring in 2007 as a 
Lieutenant.  He was a member of 
several organizations- a life mem-
ber of the Caballeros De Vargas, 
Golden Eagle with the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion, Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of Elks, Santa Fe lodge 
#460 where he played Pool daily 
with his good friends, and always 
one person made everyone smile, 
Trudie. 
 
A Rosary will be recited at 9:00 am 
Friday, October 20, 2023 at St. 
Anne Catholic Church, where the 
mass of Christian Burial will follow 
at 10:00 am. Interment will follow 
at Rosario Cemetery. 
His family wishes to thank Dr. Gina 
Lutz and the staff of Enchanted Sky 
Hospice for their time, love, and 
support during Joe's illness. 
 
Rivera Family Funerals and Crema-
tions 
417 East Rodeo Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Phone: (505) 989-7032 
riverafamilyfuneralhome.com. 
 
Published by Santa Fe New Mexi-
can from Oct. 13 to Oct. 15, 2023. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the Sympathy Store. 

 
Michael Dennis Leschak 

Michael Den-
nis Leschak 
Michael Den-
nis Leschak, 
64, passed 
away peace-
fully on Mon-
day, October 
9, 2023, at 

home with his daughters and close 
family lovingly by his side. 
 
Born October 19, 1958, in Ocala, FL 
to August and Olga (Soja) Leschak.  
Michael grew up in Weirsdale as a 
member of Boy Scouts of America 
Troop 113 where he earned his Ea-
gle Scout Ranking.  He graduated 
from Lake Weir High School, Class 
of 1976, where he represented the 
American Legion Post 284 at Boy 
State and marched in the band for 
four years playing the Alto Saxo-
phone. 
 

Michael went on to earn a degree in 
Computer Science from the Univer-
sity of Florida, Class of 1981, where 
he marched in the Gator Band for 
five more years.  After graduating, 
he started his journey as a Com-
puter Programmer Analyst with the 
Lake County Clerk of Courts, retir-
ing after 37 years of service.  Mi-
chael also dedicated many years to 
the Sons of The American Legion 
Post 284, Lake Weir Middle/High 
School Band Boosters, and the ap-
pointed Treasurer for the Village of 
Lake Pointe Homeowner’s Associa-
tion. 
 
Michael was preceded in death by 
his parents August and Olga (Soja) 
Leschak. 
 
Michael is survived by two daugh-
ters, Jennifer Jensen (husband, 
Joel Jensen) and Christine Yancey 
(fiancé, Timothy Maynard); nine 
grandchildren (Breanna Meredith, 
Logan Meredith, Matty Meredith, 
Ella Jensen, Tony Yancey, Trystin 
Yancey, Trey Maynard, Chloe 
Maynard, and Madison Maynard); 
two brothers, Stephen Leschak 
(Mary) and John Leschak (Lucille); 
and a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, extended family, and 
friends. 
 
Services will be held at Church of 
Grace at 7076 SE 110th Street 
Road, Belleview, FL 34420 on Sat-
urday, October 21, 2023.  The view-
ing will begin at 11:00am and the 
funeral service will begin at 
12:00pm. 
 
If desired, in lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations be made 
to Church of Grace where Michael 
served as the treasurer and an elder 
for over 20 years. 

 
Robert m. Brinkerhoff 
Boonville, NY – Robert M. Brinker-
hoff, 66, of State Rt. 12, passed 
away on Thursday, October 12, 
2023, while surrounded by his lov-
ing family, at St. Elizabeth's Medi-
cal Center, in Utica. 
 
Robert was born in Constableville, 
on September 9, 1957, a son of Eri 
W. and Luella Weiler Brinkerhoff.  
His entire life was lived in the 
Boonville area, where he graduated 
from Adirondack High School, with 
the Class of 1975.  While in high 
school, Robert attended the How-
ard G. Sackett BOCES Center, 
Glenfield, majoring in Auto Body 
Technology. 
 
Mr. Brinkerhoff enjoyed a lifelong 
career in the auto body repair and 
fabrication business.  He was first 
employed at Bus Industries of 
Rome, followed by many years at 
Johnston's Auto Body of Utica, be-
fore his last employment with Lee 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Edward&giftLastName=Monahan&giftType=mem
https://donate3.cancer.org/?campaign=legacy2&giftFirstName=Edward&giftLastName=Monahan&giftType=mem
http://www.brewittfuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=205480714&pn=edward-monahan&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
http://riverafamilyfuneralhome.com/
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=205484423&pn=jose-quintana&affiliateId=2172&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=322
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Pontiac & Buick, of Boonville.  Rob-
ert absolutely loved his long career 
in auto body repair, where he al-
ways went the extra mile for his 
customers.  He will be fondly re-
membered for his generosity and 
excellent work at auto restoration.  
Bob received much joy, satisfac-
tion, and good humor from interac-
tion with his customers; after retir-
ing from Lee's, he enjoyed spending 
time with friends and family 
around his fire pit, where he was af-
fectionately known as "Backyard 
Bob." 
 
He was a member of St. Joseph's 
Church, Boonville, the Sons of The 
American Legion, Boonville, and 
the Boonville Lodge of Elks, # 2158.  
He greatly enjoyed spending time 
with his loved ones and summer-
time excursions to Hawkinsville to 
swim at the dam and other area 
swimming locations and also fish-
ing. 
 
At one time, Robert was married to 
Darlene Lallier and in addition to 
his auto body career, his other great 
joy in life was from his family.  He 
dearly loved spending time with his 
son, Doug and grandson, Joseph. 
In addition to his son and daughter 
in law, Douglas R. (Karin) Brinker-
hoff, Remsen and beloved grand-
son, Joseph, Robert is survived by 
four brothers and two sisters in law, 
Phillip (Barbara) Rome, Richard, 
Collegeville, PA, Bert (Lisa) Syra-
cuse, Eri, Jr. Sterling, VA; two sis-
ters and brothers in law, Gail Marie 
(William) Smolinsky, Deerfield and 
Karen (Kirk) Balash, Boonville and 
nieces and nephews. In addition to 
his parents, Eri and Luella, he was 
predeceased by two brothers, Ted 
and Kip. 
 
Robert's family wishes to express 
their heartfelt appreciation and 
thank you for the Intensive Care 
Unit staff for the excellent care 
which they gave to Rob. You were 
all angels of love and compassion. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
on Tuesday, at 11:00 A.M. at St. Jo-
seph's Church, Boonville, where 
Rev. Matthew Rawson, pastor will 
officiate.  Interment will follow in 
Locust Grove Cemetery, Town of 
Leyden.  Calling hours are Monday 
4-7 P.M. at Trainor Funeral Home, 
Inc. 143 Schuyler St. Boonville.  
Memorial contributions may be 
made to Boonville Fire Company 
Ambulance Fund, PO Box 164, 
Boonville, NY 13309. 
 
To plant a beautiful memorial tree 
in memory of Robert, please visit 
our Tree Store. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the Sympathy Store. 
 

Obituary published on 
http://www.legacy.com by Trainor 
Funeral Home, Inc. - Boonville on 
Oct. 14, 2023. 

 
Waylon Carpenter 

Burwell — Way-
lon Carpenter, 
48, of Burwell, 
died Wednesday, 
Sept. 20, 2023. 
 
A celebration of 
life service will be 

held at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 
23, 2023 at the First Christian 
Church in Burwell.  There will be a 
time of sharing stories and photos 
during the service. 
 
Burial will be in the Chambers 
Cemetery in Chambers at a later 
date. 
 
Memorials may be made to the 
family for future designation.  
Please send to Loraine Covington, 
P.O. Box 355, Kirbyville, MO 
65679. 
 
Waylon was born on Oct. 19, 1974 
to Asa and Loraine (Fischer) Car-
penter in Burwell.  Waylon over-
came adversity from an early age, 
having suffered a stroke just a few 
days before his first birthday, yet he 
never let anything stop him from 
what his heart dreamed he could 
do.  In Bible school, he accepted 
Christ, receiving eternal life at a 
young age.  He continued to grow in 
his faith through youth group, 
church and relationships with 
friends and family. 
 
Waylon was a middle child with one 
older sister Shirley and one 
younger sister Carmen.  He enjoyed 
helping dad with chores, mom with 
the garden and playing trucks with 
the kitties growing up.  He learned 
his hard work ethic on the ranch, 
riding horses to bring in the milk 
cows, fixing fence, with a little time 
for bike rides and barbeques at the 
fair sprinkled in.  
 
Waylon graduated from Chambers 
High School in 1994 and continued 
to help on the family ranch.  He fol-
lowed in the footsteps of his 
grandpa and uncle and began to 
work part-time at the Burwell Live-
stock Market in 1995.  He then took 
some time off to learn welding at 
Job Core in Alliance and returned 
to work at Rowse Rakes (1997-
2001) while continuing to work 
part-time at the sale barn.  He also 
had the opportunity to work at Big 
Red Feeds for about 10 years, but 
his dedication to the Burwell Live-
stock Market remained his main 
work focus until the time of his 
passing (almost 28 years).  
 

In 2003, Waylon joined the Sons of 
the American Legion in honor of his 
dad Asa E. Carpenter, who served 
in the Korean War.  Waylon en-
joyed serving, marching and was 
active at every event the Legion was 
invited to participate in.  He be-
came the commander of the Sons 
and took much pride in organizing, 
serving, and honoring others.  He 
had just earned his 20-year badge 
with the Sons. 
 
Waylon taught himself to play gui-
tar and worked years at perfecting 
this craft, playing with local friends 
and family whenever he could. He 
also enjoyed singing karaoke, bowl-
ing, fixing things, welding, garden-
ing, visiting with folks and wood-
working--a skill he worked very 
hard at and enjoyed giving to oth-
ers. 
 
Waylon was an extremely hard 
worker and had the biggest heart.  
He would give all he had to work on 
projects he could make for others 
and would always say yes if some-
one needed a helping hand, cattle 
worked or moved, fence fixed, hay-
ing in the hayfield, or a load hauled 
anywhere, thus nurturing his 
dream of becoming a truck driver.  
 
Waylon is survived by his mom Lo-
raine (Terry) Covington of Kir-
byville, MO, two sisters Shirley (Aa-
ron) Rogers of Kirbyville, MO, and 
Carmen (Bob) Hoskins of Sheridan, 
IN, and special friend Tara Morrow 
of Cochise, AZ.  
 
He was preceded in death by his 
dad Asa, uncles, aunts, grandpar-
ents, and a cousin. 
 

Waylon,  
You had more Love to give, 

You had more Love to receive, 
You had more projects to do 

And lots of fixing, I do believe… 
 

There were more fences to mend,  
More tractors & trucks to drive,  

And more cattle to tend –  
So Not Fair to not be alive! 

 
Your boots weren’t done dancing.  

Fun times were yet to be had.  
More songs to sing and music to 

play, 
Now you’re there playing tunes 

with Dad.  
The hand you were dealt in life’s 

just not fair,  
But through its challenges, you 

gave it your all.  
You gave your life for your friends 

–  
“No greater Love” –  

And with that, you stand Tall! 
 

With Love Forever, 
your sister Shirley 

 

Michael J. Peschka 
Michael J. “Mike” 
Peschka of Wil-
son, Kan., passed 
away on Oct. 4, 
2023, at the Ells-
worth County 
Medical Center in 
Ellsworth, Kan., 

at the age of 70.  He was born on 
April 30, 1953, to James and Rosie 
(Pelz) Peschka in Ellsworth.  He 
married Karen J. Vague on April 
28, 1973, at St. Wenceslaus Catho-
lic Church in Wilson.  They were 
blessed with two daughters, Darcy 
and Darrin. 
 
Mike grew up on a farm south of 
Wilson and graduated from Wilson 
High School in 1971.  He went on to 
Salina Vo-Tech for two years, then 
worked for Enron then Mid-Amer-
ica Energy, where he retired.  After 
retirement, he taught at Barton 
County Community College. 
 
Mike was very active in St. Wences-
laus Catholic Church and his com-
munity.  He was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and Sons of 
the American Legion.  He was the 
Mayor of Wilson for two terms, 
served on the Wilson Fire Depart-
ment for 30 years and Wilson Eco-
nomic Development for 10 years.  
He also coached his daughters’ soft-
ball teams.  Mike was a regular 
blood donor, and during his illness, 
required massive amounts of blood 
and platelets.  The family would 
like to encourage anyone who is 
able to donate, to please do so, as 
there is such a need. 
 
Mike is survived by his wife, Karen, 
of the home, Wilson; daughters, 
Darcy (Brad) Hansen, Ellsworth, 
and Darrin (Jon Catalini) Peschka, 
Camarillo, Calif.; brother, Randy 
(Nancy) Peschka, Ellsworth; sis-
ters, Linda Nowlin, Joshua, Texas, 
and Karen M. (Bea Gotschall) 
Peschka, Geneseo, Kan.; and three 
grandchildren, Cadence Hansen, 
Reagan Hansen, and Cecilia Cata-
lini. 
 
He is preceded in death by his par-
ents, James and Rosie Peschka. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held on Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023, at 
10 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church, Wilson.  Burial will follow 
in St. Wenceslaus Catholic Ceme-
tery.  Visitation will be Monday 
from 2-5 p.m. at the funeral home 
in Wilson and 6-8 p.m. at the 
church, with the family receiving 
friends until the Parish Vigil and 
Rosary Service at 7 p.m. 
 
Memorials are suggested to Ells-
worth County Cancer Fund, Golden 
Belt Humane Society (Venmo is 
@GoldenBelt-HumaneSociety) and 
St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, 

https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/productdetails/?type=obituary&p=205494036&pn=robert-brinkerhoff&affiliateId=4359&v=01&sku=tre-tim&pm=240
http://www.legacy.com/
javascript:void(0)
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and may be sent to Plumer-Over-
lease Funeral Home, 610 24th St., 
Wilson, KS 67490. 
Online condolences may be left for 
the family at www.plumerover-
lease.com. 

 
Robert M. Brinkerhoff 

BOONVILLE - 
Robert M. Brink-
erhoff, 66, of State 
Route 12, passed 
away on Thurs-
day, October 12, 
2023, while sur-
rounded by his 
loving family, at 

St. Elizabeth's Medical Center in 
Utica. 
 
Robert was born in Constableville 
on September 9, 1957, a son of Eri 
W. and Luella Weiler Brinkerhoff.  
His entire life was lived in the 
Boonville area, where he graduated 
from Adirondack High School with 
the Class of 1975.  While in high 
school, Robert attended the How-
ard G. Sackett BOCES Center, 
Glenfield, majoring in Auto Body 
Technology. 
 
Mr. Brinkerhoff enjoyed a lifelong 
career in the auto body repair and 
fabrication business.  He was first 
employed at Bus Industries of 
Rome, followed by many years at 
Johnston's Auto Body of Utica be-
fore his last employment with Lee 
Pontiac & Buick of Boonville.  Rob-
ert absolutely loved his long career 
in auto body repair, where he al-
ways went the extra mile for his 
customers.  He will be fondly re-
membered for his generosity and 
excellent work at auto restoration.  
Bob received much joy, satisfac-
tion, and good humor from interac-
tion with his customers; after retir-
ing from Lee's, he enjoyed spending 
time with friends and family 
around his fire pit, where he was af-
fectionately known as "Backyard 
Bob." 
 
He was a member of St. Joseph's 
Church, Boonville, the Sons of the 
American Legion, Boonville, and 
the Boonville Lodge of Elks # 2158.  
He greatly enjoyed spending time 
with his loved ones and summer-
time excursions to Hawkinsville to 
swim at the dam and other area 
swimming locations, and also fish-
ing. 
 
At one time, Robert was married to 
Darlene Lallier and in addition to 
his auto body career, his other great 
joy in life was his family.  He dearly 
loved spending time with his son, 
Doug and grandson, Joseph. 
 
In addition to his son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Douglas R. (Karin) 
Brinkerhoff, Remsen and beloved 
grandson, Joseph, Robert is 

survived by four brothers and two 
sisters-in-law, Phillip (Barbara) 
Rome, Richard, Collegeville, PA, 
Bert (Lisa) Syracuse and Eri Jr., 
Sterling, VA; two sisters and broth-
ers-in-law, Gail Marie (William) 
Smolinsky, Deerfield and Karen 
(Kirk) Balash, Boonville; and nieces 
and nephews. 
In addition to his parents, Eri and 
Luella, he was predeceased by two 
brothers, Ted and Kip. 
 
Robert's family wishes to express 
their heartfelt appreciation and 
thank you for the Intensive Care 
Unit staff for the excellent care they 
gave to Rob. You were all angels of 
love and compassion. 
 
A Mass of Christian Burial was held 
on Tuesday, October 17, 2023 at 11 
a.m. at St. Joseph's Church, Boon-
ville, where Rev. Matthew Rawson, 
Pastor, officiated.  Interment fol-
lowed in Locust Grove Cemetery, 
Town of Leyden.  Calling hours 
were Monday from 4-7 p.m. at Trai-
nor Funeral Home, Inc., 143 
Schuyler St., Boonville. 
 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Boonville Fire Com-
pany Ambulance Fund, PO Box 
164, Boonville, NY 13309. 
 
For an online message of sympathy, 
please go to www.trainorfuner-
alhome.com. 
 
Published by Daily Sentinel from 
Oct. 17 to Oct. 21, 2023. 
 
To plant trees in memory, please 
visit the Sympathy Store. 

 
David Kohl Sr. 

HOSKINS — 
Services for 
David L. Kohl 
Sr., 54, 
Hoskins, will 
be at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, 
Oct. 20, at 
Our Savior 

Lutheran Church in Norfolk.  The 
Rev. Lee Weander will officiate.  
Burial will be in the Kohl Cemetery 
west of Madison. Honors will be 
conducted by the Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion and the American Le-
gion Riders. 
 
Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Thursday 
at the church. 
 
David Kohl Sr. died Saturday Oct. 
14, 2023, at the Nebraska Medicine 
in Omaha. 
 
Stonacek Funeral Chapel is in 
charge of the arrangements. 
 
David was born on Sept. 5, 1969, in 
Norfolk to Larry and RoseAnn 
(Riebschlager) Kohl.  He attended 

grade school at country School Dis-
trict 97 in Madison County and 
then graduated from Newman 
Grove High School in 1988.  He 
lived in Humphrey and worked at 
Wedekind Manufacturing and then 
later lived in Leigh and worked for 
Mike DeLoy with his farming oper-
ation.  David then started working 
at Bomgaars in Norfolk and moved 
to Hoskins in 2016. 
 
David married Linda Andersen on 
July 28, 2018, in Hoskins, and the 
couple resided in Hoskins.  David 
was still currently working at Bom-
gaars. 
 
David had been a member of the 
Sons of the American Legion since 
2000 and from 2016 to 2018 he 
served as the Senior Vice Com-
mander of the Norfolk SQ 16 
Squadron.  He then served as com-
mander from 2019 to 2022 and was 
currently serving as commander 
until 2024.  He had also served on 
the Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Nebraska as assis-
tant sergeant at arms and was cur-
rently serving as the sergeant at 
arms. 
 
He was also on the Children Youth 
Committee serving from 2016 to 
present.  This year he was ap-
pointed to be an assistant repre-
sentative at the Norfolk Veterans 
Home. 
 
David joined the Sons under his fa-
ther, who was a member of the 
American Legion Post 73 in New-
man Grove.  He enjoyed collecting 
farm toys, being active with the 
Sons of the American Legion and 
the American Legion Riders, and 
lending a helping hand to anybody 
that needed it.  He also enjoyed de-
livering ice and being known as “Ice 
Man.” 
 
Survivors include his spouse, Linda 
Kohl of Hoskins; sons David Kohl 
Jr. (Josh) of Neligh and Andrew 
(Kohl) Frisch of Columbus; mother 
RoseAnn Kohl of Newman Grove; 
siblings Donna (John) Taylor of 
Norfolk and Kathy Swanson of 
Florida; nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins. 
 
He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Larry, and maternal and pa-
ternal grandparents. 
 
Casketbearers will be Dean Deder-
man, Frank Riebschlager, Kelvin 
Bonner, Alex Bonner, Charles Pet-
zel, Brian Dieter, Jon Taylor, and 
Josh Yeutter. 
 
Condolences may be expressed to 
the family online at 
www.stonacekfuneralchapel.com. 
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Daniel J. Seehafer, 

National Commander 

The American Legion 

 

Sacrifice, valor, and Semper Fi 
October 17, 2023 

 
“THEY CAME IN PEACE,” are the poignant words en-
shrined on the Beirut Memorial, just outside Camp 
Lejeune, N.C. Sadly, peace was the opposite goal of the 
terrorist who drove an explosive-laden truck through 
the First Battalion, 8th Marines Headquarters building 
on Oct. 23, 1983.  The blast took the lives of 241 Ma-
rines, soldiers, and sailors.  It was the single deadliest 
day for the Marine Corps since the Battle of Iwo Jima. 
As we mark the 40th anniversary of that horrible day 
next week, policy analysts and historians will no doubt 
point to that early Sunday morning attack as an omen 
of what was later to become the global war on terror-
ism. 
 
In the spirit of separating the war from the warrior, I 
wish to focus on the bravery and nobility of the service-
members who deployed on that complex and still con-
troversial mission in Lebanon. 
 

 
 
Shortly after the bombing, Gen. P.X. Kelley, comman-
dant of the Marine Corps, visited his wounded troops 
at a hospital in what was then West Germany.  The New 
York Times provided a detailed report of an encounter 
Kelley had with Lance Cpl. Jeffrey L. Nashton, who was 
in critical condition and described by the general as 

having “more tubes going in and out of his body than I 
have ever seen.” 
 
Kelley said that when Nashton had heard the comman-
dant introduce himself, “he grabbed my camouflage 
coat, went up to the collar and counted the stars.  He 
squeezed my hand, and then attempted to outline 
words on his bedsheet.  When what he was trying to 
write was not understood, he was given a piece of paper 
and pencil, and then wrote ‘Semper Fi.’” 
 
When the wounded Marine returned to the United 
States, Kelley presented him with the stars that he 
touched during the hospital visit.  “They belonged to 
him more than to me,” Kelley said. 
 
As all Marines know, Semper Fi is shorthand for Sem-
per Fidelis, which in Latin means “always faithful.” It 
is the motto of the Corps. 
 
Semper Fi is also an apt description of The American 
Legion’s relationship with anyone who has served in 
our U.S. Armed Forces. 
 
We must always “preserve the memories and incidents 
of our associations in all wars.” 
 
Always faithful. 
 
Semper Fi. 
 

Honor in any style 
Laura Edwards | October 15, 2023 

 
As National Hispanic Heritage Month drew to a close, 
American Legion National Commander Daniel See-
hafer took time out during his visit to the Department 
of New York to tour a naval park in Buffalo full of me-
morials and monuments to conflicts and veteran 
groups – including minority veterans. 
 
Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park is the 
largest inland naval park in the country, with struc-
tures and ships.  Canada is faintly visible past a Coast 
Guard lighthouse and across the lip of Lake Erie.  On 
Oct. 13, Seehafer inspected the boats, but not before 
stopping at a pair of monuments to pay respects and 
lay wreaths, surrounded by Legionnaires, Legion lead-
ership, and local officials. 
 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Laura%20Edwards&p=ledwards&s=legion.org&subject=Honor%20in%20any%20style&url=https://www.legion.org/honor/260306/honor-any-style
https://buffalonavalpark.org/
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American Legion National Commander Daniel Seehafer shakes 
hands with Ricardo Estrada, center, and Benny Matta with Gabriel 
A. Rodriguez American Legion Post 1928 following a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park in 
Buffalo, N.Y., on Friday, October 13. 

Lauren Petracca/The American Legion 

 
The Western New York Hispanic American Veterans 
Memorial was dedicated in June 2013.  Ventura Colon 
is service officer of Gabriel A. Rodriguez Post 1928, and 
president of the memorial’s committee.  He said the 
process of construction began before 2008 with him, 
fellow veterans, and local city council member David 
Rivera.  They knew well the history of the Hispanic vet-
eran population in their region, and “we felt a special 
recognition was in order.” Of the 11 current members 
of the committee, nine are also members of Post 1928. 
The group had a great deal of input into the memorial’s 
design, which includes both a male and a female figure 
– said to be rarely combined in one design – and small 
inset enamel flags from the United States and the 21 
Western Hemisphere countries from where most His-
panic American veterans trace their heritage.  The 
committee is working on getting the flags repainted; 10 
years near a major lake have faded them. 
 
Post 1928 provided a color guard, and Francis J. Do-
novan Post 1626 a firing squad and bugler to sound 
taps.  Post 1928 co-sponsors activities at the memorial 
each Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Apr. 13 (since 
2021 National Borinqueneers Day, dedicated to the 
Puerto Rican veterans who served in the last segre-
gated unit in the Army; several live or have lived in Buf-
falo). 
 
In his comments to the assembled members at the me-
morial, Seehafer stated that “the whole Legion Family 
thanks you” for serving and continuing to serve.  He 
recounted that more than 1 in 5 Medal of Honor recip-
ients through U.S. history have been immigrants and 
spoke of the Legion’s support for immigrant veterans.  
Post 1928 Commander John Sanabria reiterated who 
the memorial was built for: “all the Latinos in New 
York state who have served.” He pointed out his post’s 

diversity of both races and ages, and stated, “The fu-
ture is our younger veterans.  Let’s go get them.” 
 
Seehafer and the dignitaries had just visited the Afri-
can American Veterans Monument, up the walk from 
the Hispanic memorial.  Only dedicated in September 
2022, the monument is “the ‘first of its kind’ in the na-
tion to honor all African American veterans who have 
served this country, beginning with the Revolutionary 
War,” according to Robin Hodges, chief operations and 
impact officer for the monument as well as a member 
of Jesse Clipper Post 430.  The design stands out from 
its companion memorials in the park: 12 black con-
crete pillars 10 feet tall and 3 feet wide, in a chronolog-
ical sequence of the dates of each of the nation’s mili-
tary conflicts.  According to the monument’s website, 
the tops light up, “representing the candles families 
would put in their windows as a beacon to guide a sol-
dier home.” 
 
Hodges, along with Post 430 chaplain and past com-
mander Rev. Eugene Pierce, were among the individ-
ual Legionnaires involved in the process of erecting 
and dedicating the monument.  Pierce said the com-
mittee decided at its inception that it was “beyond time 
for African American veterans to be represented at 
Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park and in 
the nation.” Both Hodges and Pierce credited New 
York State Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples-
Stokes as being an instrumental force in obtaining land 
and other resources for the project.  Post 430 and Ben-
nett-Wells Post 1780 purchased commemorative 
bricks in their names as a financial contribution and 
solicited other Legionnaires to purchase bricks as well.  
According to Hodges, efforts are underway to secure a 
national designation for the monument. 
 
Seehafer, in his remarks, praised “the shoulders of vet-
erans of previous wars on which we stand,” and re-
minded the audience that while veterans have histori-
cally dealt with issues stemming from their service, 
some groups suffered “even greater indignities” – and 
yet continued to serve with honor, then and now. 
 
“It’s never too late to say thank you,” he concluded. 

 

NJ post uses gaming PC unveiling to 
bring in new members, 

raise awareness about the post 
The American Legion | October 13, 2023 

 
When New Jersey Legionnaire Mike Smith won a gam-
ing PC through a drawing at the 2023 American Legion 
National Convention in Charlotte, N.C., he said he 

https://hispanicheritagewny.org/about/veteranscommittee.php
https://hispanicheritagewny.org/about/veteranscommittee.php
https://aavmwny.org/
https://aavmwny.org/
https://www.legion.org/news/260103/nj-post-commander-hopes-use-gaming-pc-recruitment-tool
https://www.legion.org/news/260103/nj-post-commander-hopes-use-gaming-pc-recruitment-tool
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hoped setting up the PC in his post could help draw 
younger members. 
 
The PC has only been in Anthony Wayne Post 174 since 
Oct. 7, but it’s already made an impact on the post’s 
membership rolls. 
 
It was on Oct. 7 that Post 174 hosted an open house 
while the PC was installed by Paradox Custom staff.  
Multiple members of the REGIMENT Gaming com-
munity – the largest veteran gaming community in the 
nation – attended the open house and ended joining 
Post 174. 
 
“I’ve been wanting to have (an open house) for a while 
now but haven’t had the chance,” said Smith, com-
mander of Post 174 in Wayne and adjutant for the Pas-
saic County American Legion.  “The whole idea of hav-
ing the PC at the post was to try to introduce the post 
to gaming.  Gaming helps veterans.  And reaching out 
to the younger veterans through gaming is important. 
 
“I decided it was good to have an event out of it.  Have 
REGIMENT members from the local community come 
by.  People want to come in and see what the Legion is 
about.  So do that, and we can unbox the gaming com-
puter, and we can talk to people.  And we got a couple 
of new members out of the deal.” 
 
The post provided free food and drinks, and invited 
members of the community to attend.  Making the trip 
from Texas was REGIMENT CEO and co-founder 
Chris Earl; last July, The American Legion became the 
official veteran service organization of REGIMENT. 
 
“They did it a little differently.  They hosted a nice little 
open house here,” Earl said.  “A lot of burgers and food 
and stuff like that.  A lot of veterans.  And they’ve actu-
ally recruited a couple members from REGIMENT.  A 
lot of people from REGIMENT showed up and actually 
signed up for the post.  It was definitely a great event.  
We’re excited to see what this thing’s going to do here.” 
The American Legion and REGIMENT have been 
teaming for various in-person and virtual events since 
late 2021.  Earl is pleased with the way the relationship 
has evolved and wants his community members to 
continue sharing the mission of The American Legion. 
“It’s definitely been a great partnership so far with The 
American Legion.  It’s very important to us that we 
continue to spread the word,” Earl said.  “The Ameri-
can Legion is an amazing organization, and we want to 
continue to see it flourish.  And I think our partnership 
with the Legion is going to help them do that.” 
 
Smith said the relationship between the Legion and 
REGIMENT is proving to be mutually beneficial.  “It 

works both ways,” he said.  “You’ve got the REGIMENT 
members who come and check out what the post is 
about.  They’re veterans.  They join.  And then you have 
Legionnaires who might not know what REGIMENT is 
about.  They hear about REGIMENT.  They see the 
computer.  We talk about it, and then maybe they join 
REGIMENT. 
 
“We have a lot in common.  We’re all veterans.  We’re 
all trying to help out the veterans.  Suicide awareness 
is really important in REGIMENT, and obviously it’s’ 
real important in the Legion with the Be the One pro-
gram.  It’s really a symbiosis.” 
 
But Smith also believes having the gaming PC at Post 
174 can help the post reach veterans throughout the 
veteran community.  “Even if they’re not members of 
REGIMENT or members of the Legion … but if they 
hear about an event and wander in, we can get new 
members that way,” he said.  “It’s not just getting mem-
bers from REGIMENT.  It’s getting the younger veter-
ans who might not know anything about either organ-
ization coming in off the street.” 

 

 
U.S. Army photo 

 

Rockets target US troops 
in Baghdad 

J.P.  Lawrence/Stars and Stripes | October 20, 2023 

 
Two rocket attacks targeted a base with U.S. 
troops near Baghdad’s international airport early 
Friday morning, the latest of a series of strikes this 
week against the American military in the Middle 
East. 
 
There were no casualties, a U.S. defense official 
said Friday.  Air defenses shot down one rocket 
and the other struck an “empty storage facility,” 
the defense official said. 

https://www.legion.org/news/259363/legion-now-sponsoring-veteran-gaming-community
https://www.legion.org/news/259363/legion-now-sponsoring-veteran-gaming-community
https://www.legion.org/news/260300/betheone.org
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The rockets targeted U.S. and allied troops at the 
Baghdad Diplomatic Support Center at about 2:50 
a.m., the defense official said. 
 
Roughly 2,500 troops are deployed to Iraq, where 
they officially act in an advisory role.  The U.S. 
combat mission there ended in 2021. 
 
The attack in Baghdad follows drone strikes in re-
cent days at installations housing U.S. troops else-
where in Iraq and Syria, as militant groups re-
spond in the aftermath of the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks 
on Israel. 
 
Also on Friday, Reuters reported that a rocket and 
drone attack caused multiple blasts at another 
Iraqi base with U.S. troops.  U.S. Central Com-
mand has not confirmed the attack. 
 
Iranian-backed militias are said to be planning at-
tacks on U.S. forces in the Middle East under the 
slogan of “Revenge for Gaza,” a report by the U.K.-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said 
Thursday. 
 
A drone attack on the U.S. garrison at al-Tanf in 
southeastern Syria on Thursday caused minor in-
juries, U.S. officials said.  On Wednesday, U.S. 
forces shot down one drone and damaged another 
at al Asad Air Base in western Iraq. 
 
An umbrella group of Iranian-backed militias 
known as the Islamic Resistance in Iraq claimed 
responsibility for the attack on al Asad as well as 
another on a base in northern Iraq, The Associated 
Press reported Thursday. 
 
A U.S. defense contractor died of a heart problem 
Wednesday while scrambling for cover during an 
alert warning at al Asad, said Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Pat Ryder, the Pentagon’s top spokesman. 
 
Meanwhile, the destroyer USS Carney shot down 
multiple rockets and drones Thursday that were 
fired from Yemen and may have been targeting Is-
rael, Ryder said. 
 
The uptick in violence across the Middle East 
came following an explosion Tuesday at a Gaza 
hospital that killed scores of people, though the 
exact number remains unclear. 

Israel released audio recordings, satellite imagery 
and other data in stating that an errant munition 
fired by Palestinian Islamic Jihad caused the blast.  
The United States said after an intelligence review 
that the militant group likely is responsible, but 
many in the Middle East maintain that Israel is to 
blame. 
 
Meanwhile, Israel has built up its forces on the 
Gaza border, as it prepares the next steps to fulfill 
a vow to destroy Hamas that came shortly after the 
Oct. 7 attacks. 
 
Hamas raided settlements bordering the Gaza 
Strip and killed about 1,400 people, most of whom 
were civilians, according to Israeli estimates.  
They also took at least 200 hostages, according to 
Israeli figures. 
 
Israel in response has bombarded Gaza, cut off 
fuel and aid supplies, and told Gaza residents to 
flee to the south of the territory.  Palestinian 
health officials say Israel’s actions have killed 
thousands and left hospitals incapable of helping 
many of the injured. 
 
A deal is in the works to allow aid back into the 
Gaza Strip, The Associated Press reported Thurs-
day. 
 
The Egyptian and Palestinian Red Crescent Socie-
ties and the United Nations are expected to help 
oversee the operation, in part to ensure the sup-
plies from the convoy through the Rafah Crossing 
on Egypt’s border with Gaza reach civilians, not 
combatants. 
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