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‘Sky’s the limit’ on Buddy Checks

&he American Legion | October 5, 2023

YWy

VA Secretary Denis McDonough speaké ddr The American Le-

gionds 104th National

August 29.

C o n Twesdal, i

Hilary Ott/The American Legion

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will conduct
the first National Buddy Check Week from Oct. 16-20.
VA is encouraging the participation of all American
Legion members, as is National Commander Dan See-
hafer, who recently issuedt h i s
sageunderscoring the importance of the initiative.

In fact, The American Legion began its Buddy Check
program in 2019 after its National Executive Commit-
tee passed a resolution calling for the twice-annual
wellness checks on fellow veterans. Since that time,
the Legionbdbs Buddy
posts and members can conduct them at any time. To
date, at least 1 million veterans have been reached
through the Legionods

For resource material on how to conduct a Buddy
Check,download this kit . And join The American Le-
gion and VA for akickoff webinar on Oct. 16 at this
link.

Checkswafdave

BuddyT hGihtedcsk swher e

Recenty VA Secretary Denis McDonough spoke with
The American Legion about Buddy Checks, their rela-
tionship and more.

Question: A's we tal k,
Check Week is just under a month away. Tell me about
what your expectations are for the week, ard how
American Legion post and members can be support-
ive in these measures.

Answer: The idea is as simple as it is profound. I'm a
non-veteran, but | see this in vets all the time. In every
interesting corner of the country, every interesting
thing that is happening, there's a vet involved. Vets are
unbelievably generous. And they're constantly looking

o Qutifor eash gthar,putisemetigpesthey wgn't ask for a

little help if they need it.

So, what the Buddy Check says is, "You know what?
I'm not going to wait fo r you to ask. I'm going to just
check in on you." So,our expectation for and our hope
out of Buddy Check Week is that simple act of connec-
tivity among veterans reminds vets of that thing that

Co mma n d ego many ofbarvets feel that is missing since they took

off the uniform, which is their connection to a larger
mission.

Question: Looking ahead after the first National
Buddy Check Week, what would you like veterans to
take away from it and apply in the future going for-
expanded so that
Answer: VA has a program called Peer Suppot.
vets who
substance use disorder, are looking out for other vets
who might be in a different stage of recovery.

And that's based on a simple concept that's really
powerful from all sorts of well -established prececdent
and clinical trials about managing substance use dis-

order.
seeBUDDY CHECK page21
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Representing More Than Me

From the Editor

SAL Fall Meetings Oct. 6 -8

in Indianapolis
The American Legion | October 2, 2023

The Sons of The American Legion National Executive
Committee (SAL NEC) will meet for Fall Meetings
Oct. 6-8 in Indianapolis.

SAL national commissions and committees will meet
Friday and Saturday before making presentations to
the SAL NEC Saturday afternoon and Sunday morn-
ing. All meetings will t ake place at the Sheraton Indi-
anapolis City Centre Hotel, and the NEC meetings are
scheduled to stream on the SAL Facebook page

Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible
RENEW TODAY!
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com | Team Vrabel

click a button for more information

EMBLEM
f DONATE SALES

« &« « TEAM » » »

VRABEL
SICIRIE|214

Central Region Extravaganza
Columbus, Ohio
Apeits 7,202

ﬂdﬂé 04 Lo gar SPoRSors

Juan Cruz Rodriquez, Department of Puerto Rico
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Girard; former daughter -in-law, Bernadette Walley of

Remembering the Mesa, Arizona; and many nieces, nephews, extended
. family members and friends.
Greatest Generation

Sam will be sadly missed by all who knew and loved

him.
To honor a World War Il Veteran,
please send information to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com Besides his wife, a sister, Angelina DelGenio; four
brothers, Frank, John, Angelo, and Tom DelGenio;
Samuel J. Delgenio and a brother-in-law, Leo Bakes, preceded Sam in

Liberty, OH 8 Samuel J. Delgenio,  death.

98, passed away Thursday, Sept. 28,

2023, at his home after a long and Family and friends may gather to pay respects 9 to 10

fulfilling life. a.m. Monday, Oct. 2, 2023, at St. Anthony of Padua
Church, 1125 Turin Ave., Youngstown, where a Mass

Samuel was born Feb. 10, 1925, in  of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m.

Youngstown, a son of the late

Thomas and Rose Schettino  Private interment will take place in Green Haven Me-

DelGenio, and was a lifelong area  morial Gardens in Austintown.

resident.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Kinnick Fu-
He was a 1943 graduate of Girard High School. He neral Home in Girard. Visit kinnickfuneralhome.com
proudly served in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Fox to view and share this obituary and to send condo-
in the South Pacific during World War II. |l ences to Samés family.

Sam worked at US Steel McDonald Works for 38 years

before retiring in 1980. Robert L. Bristo

. . tral National Vice-
Mr. Delgenio was an active member of St. Anthony of Central National Vice-Commander

Padua Church in Brier Hill. He helped make their fa- REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
mous Brier Hill Pizza for many years and also served Second Wednesday Quarterly

on the churchos decorating CS%prpemgerI]%,eZ82'3 | December 13, 2023
March 13, 2024 | June 12, 2024

Sam was a member of the Girard American Legion
Post 235 and was honored this past August for being
thelegi ondés ol dest member with 78200 p.m &astern |oldin Zoven ivieeding -
ship. (877) 853-5257

_ _ _ Meeting ID: 930 6046 3298 | Passcode: 140 802
He was well known for his woodworking skills, mak-
ing many crafts for St. Joseph the Provider School and Hey Central Region!
also St. Rose School. He enjoyed ceramics, looking for

golf balls at Mahoning Country Club, and in his A pridge is needed to link one side to another. Way
younger days, Sam enjoyed taking his son and neph-  pack in the 2014-2015 membership year | had the
ews down to the woods near his childhood home on  ponor to serve as National Chaplain with National
Maple Avenue, where he would teach them the basics ~ commander Mike Moss of Colorado! (Remember
ofil iving off the land.o him? He was the one who won the "SixShooter"

award back in 1997!) His theme. for that P/ear

Sam6és wife of 63 years, Flpiguidng Brifges t8th Butufe’ © Difelwag nNi «
whom he married Sept. 13 1947, passed away Dec. 29, ying to link the American Legion Family and their
2010. programs for a common goal. Boy, did we work the

. . . . programs that year!
Sam leaves to cherish memories of him, his son, John
Delgenio (fiancée Mary Ann Lowry) of Girard; his e SAL donated $360,510.23 to CWF, $1,203,088 to
granddaughter, Janeen (Matt) Rees of Gilbert, Ari- C & Y programs, 734,592 hours, and $2.127,994 to

zona; two great-grandsons, twins, KyI_e David and Americanism programs, and VA & R programs
Evan Samuel Rees; asister, Josephine Bakes of
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received $1,249,154 Membership crossed the bridge
in a big way with a final total of 362,319 members
from 6,072 Squadrons!

That was also the year that members Bob Brown and
Ronnie Grist received a Special SAL Humanitarian
Award for their efforts in assisting Past National Com-
mander JR Stillwell after an auto accident he was in
returning from Commander Moss's homecoming! We
SONS look out for one another in aBIG way!

The ReverendDr. Martin Luther King once
said... fiYou don't have to see the whole stair-

case, just to take the first step. 0 As | have said
before, small steady steps each day make reaching our
goals aneasy accomplishment October 18th is our
25% goal date and | encourage all of you to
continue to take these steps to our goals!

Good day my Comrades!
fAs a member,

tributing to a tradition that ext
[ i f e ti iUnkeowrd

you become
ends beyond your own

Legacy! Tradition ! Do either of these words sound
familiar ? When | served as the Detachment Com-
mander for Illinois my themewas i Gui ded by
dition . AWhen Greg (Doc) Gibbs served as the SAL
National Commander in 2018-2019 his theme
wasi HonorthenRast é
acyo.

Why do these words matter? By our very membership
in the Sons of The American Legion;A Pr o u d
sessors of a Priceless Her i t a gie td hodor
and uphold the legacies and traditions of our an-
cestors and all those that we strive to serve!

But to me the last part of the quote above says it all
The work we do today and have done in the past
will extend beyond our own lifetime I Our mem-
bership and the hard work we do each and every yar
will affect the lives of those who may not yet have been
born! In Commander Gibbs year we made a large dif-
ference that may still continue to help all American
Legion programs!

From representing the SAL at the 75" Anniversary of
Pearl Harbor to ridin g on the first ever American Le-
gion Family float in the Rose Bowl parade! From fin-
ishing the year with another all -time high in member-

ship to collecting enough donations for the Child Wel-
fare Foundation to push the SAL total contributions to

CWF over the $8 Million dollar mark ! Now that is a
year the Sons can call d_egacy!

Cont i nleg-ng

I have included a letter that could be used to send out
to your former members as a way to encourage them
to rejoin our ranks . Feel free to share this with your
Detachment Districts and Squadrons if you feel it can
help!

Please reach out to me should you have any questions
or need any assistance.

Forthe Commander,i Bel i eve and Succe

Butch Ray, Central Region Membership Chairman

Il 6m t he Y o u 6trhee t WNeE QN
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John R. Cook

Northeast National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESSIEETING
THIRDWednesday Quarterly
2 Behtbnhbersbf 208 | b&c&hib& Yo, 20030 N -
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 202 4

7:00 p.m. Eastern| Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853 5257
Meé&tiig-ID: 980 7046 7820 | Passcode:469 153

James R. Fischer

Western National Vice-Commander

REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
THIRD Wednesday Quarterly
September 20, 2023 | December 20, 2023
March 20, 2024 | June 19, 2024

Pos -

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 964 2285 1563 | Passcode: 433 552

What 6s Westsidel

up
| saw another quote this past week from Andrew Car-
n e g iTeamwork is the ability to work together to-
ward a common vision. The ability to direct individ-
ual accomplishments toward organizational objec-
tives. It is the fuel that allows common people to at-
tain uncommon results. 0  Telminds me of us hit-
ting the 105% as a Western Region and all Detach-
ments hitting 100% last year and | know we can do it
again this year!
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98070467820?pwd=ckZQWVR3cWxMR2E5Z2tmMSswVzV3QT09
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Awesome job Westside The strength of the team is M ki n n n i
each individual member. The strength of each individ- a . g co ect 9
ual member is the team. saving veteranso
Henry H oward | September 30, 2023
Thanks again for all you do and keep up the great _ _ _ ,
work. The American Legion delivered its Be the One mes-
sageduring a special summit conducted by the Kansas
Dan Ashley, Western Region Membership Chairman A dozen presenters, including The American Legion,
discussed suicide prevention, mental health aware-
ness, available resources for veteans and their fami-
3 lies, and more. Topics included community -based so-
T'erl'y. A' _ Harrls lutions, Vet Centers, gun safety, the role of caregivers,
Midwest National Vice-Commander womends health, family supp
REFG IOfL\J \A/\\|/- %US”;IESSQMEEHTJG Charlotte McCloskey is the VA Kansas City recovery
ourin vveanesday Lxuarterly coordinator for mental health and dau ghter of a vet-
September 27, 2023 | December 27, 2023 eran. She coordinated the KCVA Veteran Mental
March 27, 2024 | June 26, 2024 Health and Suicide Prevention Summit, which was at-
tended by about 100 veterans, supporters, and their
7:00 p.m. Mountain | Join Zoom Meeting family members.
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 924 0402 2733 | Passcode: 371 685
Linwood A. Moore
Southeast National Vice-Commander
REGIONAL BUSINESS MEETING
First Wednesday Quarterly
September 6, 2023 | December 6, 2023
March 26 2024 | June 5, 2024
8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257 AWhile the VA is the center
Meeting ID: 945 1723 1230 | Passcode: 58543 ~  SPokessothatweal | connect, o she s

is a way to connect organizations like The American
Legion that all care for veterans. We want people to
not only get information bu

Briget Lanktree, deputy <chi
Health/Psyc hology unit, helped opened the summit.
nMent al health is one of tnh
and suicide prevention is the most important thing we
do, 0 Lanktree said. AWe app

here and working together to support our veterans,
youdr e veteran i n ccontagthe owhatce weerr ntd aatbostp eomief i cal 'y m
Veterans Crisis Line to receive 24/7 confidential support Dial 988
then Press 1, chat online atVeteransCrisisLine.net/Chator text Army veteran Tom Tanner, the 5th District com-
838255. mander for the American Legion Department of Mis-
souri, handed out information and engaged with other
attendees.
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AWedre going to talk abou
servi cemember s t hrough S0
Tanner, a member of Post 21 in Independence, Mo.
iltés a big deal Wedre |
members and veterans a da
get the word out. Webve g
from 22 to zero. o

As Suicide Prevention Awareness Month concludes,
McCloskey sees the summit as a way to springboard
the learnings into positive change.

Ailt takes all of wus, 0 she
all lean in together as we help someone inthe moment
who is suffering or has experienced a loss. Together,
collectively, we will do

A healing space for mothers who

lost a veteran child to suicide
The American Legion | September 29, 2023

As a mother to two veteran sons, Michele Ladd unde-
stands the invisible wounds of war and the often-dif-
ficult transition from military to civilian life. This un-
derstanding and passion to help other veterans heal
inspired her to start traveling the country six years ago
in an RV that Ladd named Hero Mobile . Her travels
have taken her to more than 50 American Legion
posts among other veteran service organizations, and
over 175,000 miles alongside her husband Randy, a
Navy veteran and Legionnaire. Veterans have shared
their stories with Ladd while she helped provide re-
source assistance.

She has heard stories from veterans about trauma,
post-traumatic stress, divorce, and suicide. And she
has met mothers who lost their military son or daugh-
ter to suicide. The stories these grieving mothers
shared with Ladd inspired her to provide healing and
help to them as well. While she placed the names of
their children on the back of the RV on angel wings
and a suicide prevention ribbon decal, she wanted to
do more to show her dedication to these mothers.

Ladd started a faith-based private Facebook group
called Mothers of Veteran Suicide that offers support
and a safe space to grieve. Today, there are 160 moth-
ersin the group.

il believe there's no gre
has lost a child, but a mother who has lost a child who
served our country because we cannot imagine send-

our

we

e
Sarah Johnson holds photos of her son U.S. Navy Petty Officer
2nd Class Joshua Johnson, who died by suicide. Sarah stands by

her sonbés name on the
Ladd who found Mothers of Veteran Suicide.
Photo provided by Michele Ladd

RV, Horj

Ladd is now touring the country in a new RV i Hope
Mobile T that features butterflies with the names of
veterans lost to suicide. She has also started retreats
to bring moms from the Facebook group together,
with a recent one held at American Legion Post 69 in
Avon Park, Fla. To contact Michele,
email michele@mothersofveteransuicide.org or

visit mothersofveteransuicide.org/ .

The American Legion spoke with Ladd about
how Mothers of Veteran Suicide started, how the Fa-
cebook group provides healing, the retreats being held
and how mothers can get involved.

The American Legion: Who or what inspired

you to start Mothers of Veteran Suicide?

Ladd: (While traveling), | was introduced to a
mother who lost her (military) son to suicide eight
mont hs prior. I reached

too soon. I'd love to talk with you, but | just can't right
now. I can't come and iheet

ghat's fine. Wea liveright dm the border och@dorgi@and w h o
Florida and come to find out, she lives in the moun-

tains of Georgia. So | called her one day and said,

out

ing our children off t o wahoneyangtimé yobu wait tba@dgme,f foa want tojuste

ser ved iHes gbta great jobfibut he struggles come and visit me, I'll sit with you. I'l | talk with you.

and there's a reason why IIllletgouenh she called mMeoup and she said my sons
6 | BETEONE | Round-Up
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A

one angelversary, thatoos

There's no one else that | would rather be with. Can |

come? And she drove nine hours (to visit Ladd). I'm

going to cry just talking about it. She drove nine hours

and she wanted to sleep in my hero mobile. She
wanted to sleep in it because she said this is where it
all happens. This is where you're trying to save veter-
ans. That next morning was her son's one year, and |
sat with her for five hours on my couch. And she just

cried and cried. It was at that time | said, | need to

start something for these mamas.

So | started a Facebook group, and | called it Mothers
of Veteran Suicide. Before | knew it, | just had mother
after mother after mother joining the group, and it's a

faith -based group so | just kept trying to find prayers
to put in there and | could see the moms were really
starting to bond and talk to each other. Now my pas-
sion has become so deep for these moms.

Q: What do you post in this Facebook group?

A: I'm in this group every day, all day, commenting,
talking to them, trying to get them help. The first thing

they receive from me is a prayer blanket with their
childdés name on it. I
fort. They trust me. They see what | post in the group;
it's nothing but love.

Every day | look for something. If it's a something silly
or something funny, or a prayer for comfort. It's about
the moms bonding with each other. They feel safe in
this group that t hey can share their grief, and so it's a
bonding experience.

| don't counsel. | don't give advice. I'm not a counse-
lor. But | try to encourage them to get counseling and
| try to give them the resources. I'll look for counseling

for them. | always, always refer TAPS and GriefShare
(a support program) that many of the moms have
gone through.

Ités a safe place that
that they can't share with family members and loved
ones. They tell me, your group has saved my life. | hea
it al | the ti me, fi | can'
ymore. | can't share this with my daughter because my
daughter's grieving and my daughter is suicidal. |
can't tell them how much I'm grieving because I'm
worried about them. So in this group, | can share my
pain. o

You know, every mother that comes on board says to
me, Michele, I'm so sorry for your loss. They assume
that | started this because | lost a child. | say to them,
I havenot l ost a chil d,

just want to do anything | can to comfort you because

t

want

t h eggtherc with retreats. sHow did

lost my son. | pray every day that that my son can just
keep moving forward.

Q: What are things mothers say once they find

this Facebook group?

A: | asked the mothers to share what the group has
done for them. (The following are a few the many pos-
itive thoughts about the group.)

AiThis c¢club we unfortunat
special bond. We can vent, cry, share, ask questions...
all in a Christian loving compassionate atmosphere.
WE GET EACH OTHERS PAIN. We uplift, pray for

each other, share good and bad. | don't feel guilty for

sharing with our group no matter the topic, whereas

I hold back so often with others because it makes peo-
ple uncomfortable. Mich ele Ladd, thank you for

providing us a safe place to grieve openly. | often re-

fer to you as our Fairy Godmother because of your

genuine care and protection of us. And, because you
are a beautiful shining beacon of love and light. This

is our sisterhood. 0o

fi ltéhre m Hanlbfeulwrfappedt i nfo
need extra love and prayers. For the times | just want
to share a story about my child and others will join
in or just know itds a
t hankf ul f or vy o uikelGodckheas Wwe
all needed thisandy o u @illing to do the heavy lift-
ing for wus. | 6m t hankf ul
in helping others that we never knew we could be
again but by being there for each other we have re-
ally grown. Love you!od

fi T hi sphgsrbeen a lifeline for me. At my lowest |
could reach out and find the love and support |

needed. | have found this group to be a second family
I have gained so many

Q: You are bringing many of these mothers to-

begin?

A: About a year ago | had maybe 70 moms in the
gsohpaanct | sdidh hieys mamis, tariybodyywarnt ta soime
to my house. | live about 40 minutes from Fernandina
Beach (in Florida), and I can take you to the beach.
Eight moms said they wanted to come. (Thanks to a
generous donation), | had to get an Airbnb because |
couldn't fit them all in our house. We had this great
experience with the moms.

Then my husband and | took a six-week tour, and we
went to visit about 20 mothers around the country

and their faenities. $Ve're meeting thenfathers. We're d
meeting the wives. We're meeting spouses. We're

71
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meeting the babies. One of our mamas, her name is
Tammy. She had twin Army veteran boys Brandon
and Bradley, and she's one of my first moms and Bran-
don and Bradley took their lives two months apart.
And then her daughter took her life. | went to visit
Tammy. | sat in her home. | held her hand. She loves
me. | love her.

This year | had 17 mothers. | had to get a hotel room,
and we took them to the beach. The bggest thing is for
the mothers to meet each other because sadly, there's
40,000 organizations out there trying to help veterans

€ there's nobody helping
grassroots nonprofit, but there's no group like my
group that it's only mother s whose military son or
daughter died by suicide.

Q: What happened at the retreat hosted by
American Legion Post 697

A: (Post 69 Commander) Larry Roberts has adopted
me, and the post and the (Legion) Riders. | invited
four local mothers and their familie s to come to the
post. The post was in tears meeting the moms. Some
of the moms got to ride motorcycles, the children (of
the fallen veterans) received the most adorable stuffed
animals with their names on it, and a dog tag with
their daddy 6 sastor #etee offeved grieft
counseling and prayed over every family; they got so
much love. | was overwhelmed with the love that this
organization gave these mommas and their families.
It was so amazingly touching.

| had the mothers send me a photo of them with their
child. | putitin an 8x10 frame, and we presented them
to the moms. There was not a dry eye in the house. |
just wanted the community there to feel what | feel
when they see a mother who has lost not only a child,
but a child who has served ourcountry.

Larry said to me, you know, you're like the epitome
of BetheOne( The Ameri can
prevention initiative). | was like, rea Ily? | don't know
that. | just love on our veterans, and | want them to
stay here with us. And then in the in all my travels, |
meet these moms and I'm a mom. We're helping our
veterans through the moms helping the veterans.

Q: One of the programs feature d on Mothers

of Veteran Suicide website is MOVS4VETS.

What is this program?

A: If we come across a veteran that is struggling, we
have moms that want to love on a veteran to let them
know that they're not alone, so they'll give them a call
and sayowiadeg ,ydu?0 Or
package, write them aletter, or send them a text that

Legi or

Or send them a little prayer if they know they're strug-
gling a little bit.

And | ask the mothers what they know of their child's
last six months because | try to get an education. So if
| have a call from a veteran or a military young man or
woman, | can help them and send them to the right
resources

Q: What message do you want mothers who

lost their  veteran child to suicide know?

A: | think just if you are a mother of a veteran suicide
toh go noa tha sFacebekd greup aptis/ifacd- |
book.com/groups/mothersofveteransuicide ) and re-
guest to join the group. | get request every day to join
the group, but | ask very specific questions before they
can join to make sure
their veteran child to suicide. Our mission is to pro-
vide hope and healing to the mothers, and they will
receive that in our
with each other. (And visit http://motherso fveter-
ansuicide.org for resources, programs, ways to help
and more.)

There's a mom that lives outside of Orlando. She just
came up on her one year with her son's death and she

. justRvanted to go to the beach. I told her, I'm going to

come pick you up and I'm going to take you to the
beach. It will make that moms whole year for me to do
that for her. And that's what I'm going to do for our

mothers.

Texas Legion post bringing
resources, mental heal th assistance

to local veterans
The American Legion | October 4, 2023

e | |

g

One Tea
On

4

American Legion Post 159 in Bryan, Texas, staged
multiple veteran resource fairs prior to the pandemic

s e nid ordeht®bming @ vatietytoftsérécesaiader @ne roof.

how. Howos

tsth e y ¢

group.

says, Al 6m thinking about your day going?0o0
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https://www.legion.org/betheone/260216/betheone.org
http://facebook.com/groups/mothersofveteransuicide
http://facebook.com/groups/mothersofveteransuicide
http://mothersofveteransuicide.org/
http://mothersofveteransuicide.org/

Those halted for a
And one of its organizers believes the tim n g
be better.

The postds Veteran
8-10 a.m. Oct. 7; a breakfast will be served from 810.
Post 159 Legionnaire Susan Marty, a past Department

of Texas historian and one of the organizers of the re-
source fair,sad bringing an event
to veterans f al/l in | i rBe

the One mission to reduce veteran suicides.

few ye

coul National Commissions

Resourc

All meetin

and Committees

Chairmen wishing to have reports published should

email them to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com to be included.

information subéecf to change.
1 as un POSLOS

T . -~ AN am ~ . - o~

100t* Anniversary

S ucC

H + I~

il t hiinmpértant fordveterans) to reestablish a 3
support network within the commlttee
in, o Marty said. fAOnce you Part of CENTCOM
tion in the big, wi de wori a, 1L OS,. 1101 € .10
with other people. Thatods the é(erwg%//gkéefpanﬂg):q%%ﬂ_nan
fi |  &ldo baly that we have at least two organizations

that are going to be therei our local (National Alli-
ance on Mental lliness) chapter and a local organiza-
tion that is providing mental health workshops at our
post who will be there. We have a mental healthcom-
ponent there.o

Other veteran service organizations will be in attend-
ance, as will a county service officer and representa-
tives from the Texas Veterans Commission. Marty
also is hoping staff from the Department of Veterans
Affairs will be available to participate.

Local businesses and social service organizations, also
wi || be avail abl e, as
program, and estate and end-of-life planning.

iltés a smorgasbord of
are always asking these types of qustions of our post
officers, of our service officer. We have pretty good
outreach within our Legion Family, but this is a bigger
outreach to the wider

Those veterans who meet with the service officer on
site will be available to answer questions. And if the
need to file a benefits claim arises, the service officer
will schedule an appointment with the veteran.

In addition to advertising the resource fair on social
media, the post also has gotten stories on the event
broadcast on both the local GBS and NBC affiliates.

wi | |

Advisory Committee

Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman

Americanism

Commission

Chris Casey (NE), Chairman
Third Monday Bi-Monthly
October 16, 2023 | December 18, 2023

e Xeprant 19, 2024 | Apld S 20804 me
une 17, 2024 | August 19, 2024

servi g86p.m EaMdnl|Yoh Zevb@d Mbting T Peop |

(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 935 4066 0918 | Passcode: 571 659

commini t v 0

Century Committee

Jeff Vrabel Sr. (OH), Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
November 10, 2023 | December 12, 2023
March 13, 2024 | April 9, 2024
June 11,2024 | August 13, 2024

AWeodve also done some out r ea@:ROptmoEastemn ¢ Jois ZoomdMeating v et -
eran population over at Texas A&NB77(18585267%&rsity), o
Marty said. fiTheyore newer Méehidg®roa9 4714 37800 PdsRRle 24120 not
know whatoés available in this community.o
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https://www.legion.org/betheone/260245/betheone.org
https://www.legion.org/betheone/260245/betheone.org
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93540660918?pwd=YU5nK0JON2Y2OElWYm9uMlp5Z05WZz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91947143789?pwd=dWpGaUJqVkYzOVlKK2YvclBVdjJHUT09

Child Welfare

Foundation Committee

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 21, 2023 | November 16, 2023
January 18, 2024 | March 21, 2024
May 16, 2024 | July 18, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 984 7031 4786 | Passcode: 780 858

Children & Youth

Committee

Joseph Lohman (MD), Chairman
Second Monday Bi-Monthly
September 11, 2023 | November 13, 2023
January 8, 2024 | March 11, 2024
May 13, 2024 | July 8, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 951 1622 6587 | Passcode: 799 095

Finance Commission

William G. Hill (MD), Chairman
Third Thursday as scheduled
September 21, 2023 | February 15, 2024
April 18, 2024 | July 18,2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 966 1733 0121 | Passcode: 463 702

Internal Affairs

Commission

William Clancy lll (NY), Chairman
Fourth Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 26, 2023 | December 28, 2023
February 22, 2024 | April 25, 2024
June 27, 2024 | August 22, 2024

6:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 932 2650 4089 | Passcode: 725 519

Legislative

Commission

Blair Miles (AL}, Chairman
Second Thursday Bi-Monthly
October 12, 2023 | December 14, 2023
February 8, 2024 | April 11, 2024
June 13, 2024 | August 8, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257

Meeting ID: 937 1376 7924 | Passcode: 172 912

Member Training &
Development

Committee

Michael Cotton (DE), Chairman
First Monday Bi-Monthly
September 4, 2023 | November 6, 2023
January 1, 2024 | March 4, 2024
May 6, 2024 | July 1, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 957 9605 2218 | Passcode: 528 704

10 | BETEONE
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98470314786?pwd=bEtYRXVrSWlSZ0kvYmc5VjhWQzJsQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95116226587?pwd=NHRWRTh2OXEvMEI0YmpMNHFkemU4Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/96617330121?pwd=Yi9pelRkdHdzR21TOU1NbC9pZEZtQT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93226504089?pwd=eGgvcDI4M2dEQnkvYVV6eFNET0N5QT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/93713767924?pwd=VXVEdUc3SHdZQzZCZjA4UU43YUJHdz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95796052218?pwd=VkVRNGk3ZmM4b0hOMHltS2ZSY2MyZz09

Membership

Committee

Daryl VerStreate Jr. (NY), Chairman
Third Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 19 2023 | November 21, 2023
January 16, 2024 | March 19, 2024
May 21, 2024 | July 16, 2024

8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 3388 3350 | Passcode: 546 900

The current SAL membership report can be accessed on the national
website at www.legion.org/membership/standings.

SAL Online Renewal - members can login and renew direct
via www.mylegion.org or quick renew by clicking here SAL Online
Renewal.

SAL New Member Kit is now online and ready for purchase.
New Member Kit (SAL) - American Legion Flag & Emblem.

Additional membership information appears later in this edition.

ONLINE
TODAY

National Convention

Committee

Christopher Byrd (NC), Chairman
Second Tuesday Bi-Monthly
September 12 2023 | November 14, 2023
January 9, 2024 | March 12, 2024
May 14, 2024 | July 19, 2024

7:30 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 953 4866 3402 | Passcode: 670 002

National Executive
Committee Liaison

Committee
Jim Stewart (NV), Chairman

National
Vice-Commander
Selection Committee

James Hartman (MD), Chairman
David Stephens (IN), Co-Chairman

Paid Up For Life (PUFL)

Adhoc Committee
Kevin Winkleman (TX), Chairman

Public & Media
Communications

Committee

Kevin Chaplin (VA), Chairman
Fourth Tuesday Bi-Monthly
November 24, 2023, | December 26, 2023
February 27, 2024 | April 23, 2024
June 25, 2024 | August 27, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 914 4414 8114 | Passcode: 977 759

If you would like to view the Digital Dispatch content visit www.e-
gion.org/dispatch or you can subscribe to the monthly Digital Dis-
patch newsletter by visiting www.legion.org/newsletters, click on
“Dispatch” where you will be directed towww.m
egion.org where members will sign in to subscribe. For questions
about Dispatch stories, email Dispatch@legion.org.

:
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/98933883350?pwd=N0loNUx4V08yZUEwQ0FkZjRDSk83UT09
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
http://www.legion.org/SAL-renew
https://emblem.legion.org/New-Member-Kit-SAL/productinfo/535.501/
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95348663402?pwd=Wjl1SXJpK2lwWmQxSGFDY2VUS3EvUT09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/91444148114?pwd=QnNNRVkweXBWS0hLQ3VnNGJ3US9qUT09
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/dispatch
http://www.legion.org/newsletters
http://www.mylegion.org/
http://www.mylegion.org/
mailto:Dispatch@legion.org

participating in or hosting parades, luncheons, cere-

Subcommittee on monies and more.
National App()intments With Veterans Day a little more than one month away,

many American Legion posts are well into planning

William Matoska (MD), Chairman for vqrious ce_remoni(_as and ev_ents. Once again, The
. American Legion National Media & Communications

Division is looking for potential coverage opportuni-

- ties.
Subcommittee
. If your post, district, or department is hosting, spon-
on ReSOIutlons soring, or participating in a Veterans Day event,
. please share it with wus. Emailsbrooks@le-
Ned Fox (CA), Chairman gion.org with details that include the time, date, loca-

tion and what the event wil
events to cover in person; other events may be fea-

Veterans Affairs & tured in an advance Veterans Day story and follow-up
N . after the events have concluded.
Rehabilitation -
Posts, districts, and departments also are encouraged
Commission to share stories and photos of their Veterans Day
events onLegiontown.

Bruno Williamson (IL), Chairman _
Second Monday Bi-Monthly National Headquarters staff also has prepared a

guideline Veterans Day speech available for down-
November 29, 2023 | December 11, 2023 load here. It is only a guide; posts are encouraged to

February 12, 2024 | April 8, 2024 tailor it to their respective ceremony or event.
June 10, 2024 | August 12, 2024
8:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting VEteranS Employment
(877) 853-5257 .
Meeting ID: 971 3717 7471 | Passcode: 712 824 & Education
Share your Veterans Day Commission
plans with us Jim Coates (NY), Chairman
The American Legion | October 2, 2023 Third Tuesdoy Bi-Month|y

November 19, 2023 | December 21, 2023
February 15, 2024 | April 18, 2024
June 20, 2024 | August 15, 2024

7:00 p.m. Eastern | Join Zoom Meeting
(877) 853-5257
Meeting ID: 989 2627 5747 | Passcode: 26060

It takes no more time
 to see the good side of life

. . . than to see the bad.
Veterans Day, Nov. 11, is the anniversary of the armi-

stice that ended World War | in 1918, and today a hol-
iday to honor all veterans. American Legion posts, dis- ‘ A /
tricts and departments observe Veterans Day by ] d P —
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https://legion.zoom.us/j/97137177471?pwd=OE5iMkEvWU9LVHpua24yTC9kV3Bhdz09
mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
mailto:sbrooks@legion.org
http://legiontown.legion.org/
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/VeteransDayspeech2023.docx
https://legion.zoom.us/j/98926275747?pwd=cFVRLzlnUnhIQW9oNXpNQ29yUkpudz09
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Ohio SAL 257 member Richard "Leg's" Zickefoose, Beano's Buck-
eye Ballroom Owner Brad Bilancini, and SAL 257 member Bill
"Buster" Sutterlin . Bilancini was presented a certificate on June
28, 2023, for flying the American flag . Squadron 257 presented
over 60 certificates to local business owners who fly the American
flag every day.

Buster Sutterlin

this legion follows through with their programs that
they have,and theyar e her e to
what we are all about, the American legion is all about
serving veterans. o

For more information on the Wakefield American Le-
gion click here.

X, CEGION = ===AMERICAN
N4 LEGION
QeR RIDERS

Memorial ride raises $3,000

to help others
Bedford Gazzette| October 3, 2023

==AMERICAN

Money was placed into a scholarship fund this year in
Jef f Onsteadds name.
Adams of the American Legion Riders; Joel Onstead
and Sherry Onstead, brother and sister-in-law of Jeff
Onstead; Joann Callihan and Joanette Corle, On-
steadds sisters; Ji
and Walt Hobson of Widow Sons-Faithful Defenders.

The Colocation of Clubs (COC)d including Bedford
480 Moose Riders, The Bedford American Legion
Riders, The Widow SonsFaith Defenders, and the
Dunking Monkeys 8 combined efforts again this year
to make the 3rd Annual Jeff Onstead Memorial Ride a
success.

m Harri

American Legion Post 11 in
Wakefield entered the Sons of

American Legion into organization
Tristen Kendrick | September 30, 2023

The

WAKEFIELD, Mich. (WLUC) - American Legions
around the U.S. continue to honor veterans by adding
new members to its cause.

On Saturday, the American Legion Post 11 in Wake-
field entered the Sons of the American Legion into its
organization. To become aSon, you must have a fam-
ily member that served in the military.

American Legion past department vice commander
Gary Lane said this signing is huge for the community
because it will promote patrio tism and Americanism.

Shown above at the presentation of the memorial ride checks are,
front, from left, Emily Furnish, Sherry Onsted, Joel Onstead, Jo-
ann Callihan, Joanette Corle, Dan Smith and Alex Barenbregge
second row: Tonya Mearkle, Teddy Miller, Robin Thompson,
Stacy Grimes, Jim Harrison, Debbie Stellfox, Bob Adams and
Debbie Adams; and third row: Randy Mearkle, Mark Way, Connie

AThe Sons of the Amer i can|Wa.étgug Heise TejryPetefson §epa Strigwmire, et Hopsen
another body of this orgapndPaesStien t o help them. o L
said. AThe or gani zveterang,and a +so—het+ps—these L
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https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/authors/tkendrick/
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/2023/10/01/american-legion-post-11-wakefield-entered-sons-american-legion-into-organization/
https://www.facebook.com/wakefieldalaux/
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/memorial-ride-raises-3-000-to-help-others/article_5d4fb693-34c1-5783-8e27-9b9bc66a7767.html
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/content/tncms/live/#1

Each of the clubs shared in the work of hosting the
ride. They covered the costs of the band, the food and
the stops for the ride and gathered baskets and gift
cards and more.

All of the proceeds are given to local charities, which
this year included Chestnut Ridge Ambulance service
and Center for Community Action-Manns Choice
Food Pantry. Also this year, a scholarship fund in On-
me mor y

steadods was

LTI
HHIHIIIIIIIIIHE

1=

left, of the Center for Community Action, are, from left, Bob Ad-

ams of American Legion Riders, Jim Harrison of 480 Moose Rid-

ers and Walt Hobson of Widow Sons-Faithful Defenders.
submitted photo

Money from the memorial ride was presented on Sept.
24 at the Bedford American Legion. The ride, which
was held on July 29, raised $3,000. Each of the three
recipients were presented checks for $1,000. More de-
tails on the scholarship will be available after the hol-
idays.

The four local motorcycle groups have worked to-
gether on this ride since it started and have raise al-
most $10,000 in the last three years. All of the money
has gone to local service groups or charities that On-
stead was involved with.

Onstead enjoyed belonging to groups that helped oth-
ers. He could be seen on an ambulance, at a fire house,
at a disaster with the American Red Cross, at the

started

==AMERICAN

LEGION
AUXILIARY

76

W'

AUXILIARY

LisaWilliamson,
National President
The American Legion Auxiliary

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 265

makes donation

to Barracks of Hope
Barracks of Hope provides transitional housing for homeless vet-
erans struggling with mental health as well as substance abuse.
Observerlocalnews.com| October 2, 2023

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 265 donated new
clothes, 20 waterproof bed covers, hygiene supplies
and food to Barracks of Hope on Sept. 11.

The items were donated by legion members or pur-
chased by the Auxiliary, according to a statement to
the Observer.

Rebekah Mead, Kerry Lewis, Holli Hudson, Barbara Marcus, and
Sue Yoz.

submitted photo

Moose Lodge helping with one of their charities, or
standing tall and proud in his Fort Bedford Honor
Guard uniform. It was often said that if there was a
charity or someone in need, Onstead was there and
helped any way he could. He passed away in Decem-
ber 2020 from complications of COVID -19.

You only control the effort, not the results.

-Unknown

&7

Auxiliary President Rebekah Mead, a veteran with Barracks of
Hope, media volunteer Christine Vitch . and Donna Frequez, chair
of Veteran Admin. and Rehab. projects.

submitted photo
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All-Pro Reels Pho:fbgraphy

Legion Baseball alumni chasing
title as Major League Baseball
playoffs begin

The American Legion | October 2, 2023

A number of American Legion Baseball alumni are on
the rosters and coaching staffs of the 12 teams which
gualified for the 2023 Major League Baseball postsea-
son, which begns with the four wild -card series be-
ginning Tuesday, Oct. 3 . H e loekdasthe playoff
gualifiers, including their connections to Legion Base-
ball:

AMERICAN LEAGUE

Baltimore Orioles (101  -61). The Orioles reached
the postseason for the first time since 2016 and won
the AL East for the first time since 2014, finishing with
the best record in the
ing that leads to the fourth World Series champion-
ship in franchise history (1966, 1970, 1983). Baltimore
will face either Tampa Bay or Texas in the AL Division
Series, which starts Oct. 7.

Houston Astros (90 -72). The Astros won the AL
West for the third consecutive year when they beat Ar-
izona 8-1 on Sunday as the Texas Rangers were losing
1-0 to Seattle on the final day of the regular season.
Houston and Texas both finished 90-72 but the Astros
won the season series against their fellow Lone Star
State rivals. Justin Verlander, who played American
Legion Baseball for Post 201 in Powhatan, Va., will
l'i kely be
AL Division Series against Minnesota or Toronto. The
Astrosé Legion Baseball
Dusty Baker (Post 412/Fair Oaks, Calif.) and third
baseman Alex Bregman (Albuquerque, N.M.).

Minnesota Twins (87  -75). The Twins won the AL
Central for the third time in five seasons but are look-
ing to snap an 18game postseason losing streak.
Manager Rocco Baldelli (Rhode Island) will lead Min-
nesota against sixth-seeded Toronto in the AL Wild
Card Series, which begins Tuesday.

Tam pa Bay Rays (99 -63). The Rays qualified for
the playoffs for the fifth straight year under manager
Kevin Cash (Post 111/Tampa, Fla.) and will host the
Texas Rangers in the AL Wild Card Series. Tampa Bay
finished with the second-best record in the American
Leagued however, AL East division rivals Baltimore

had the ALOSs best record.
sor Locks, Conn.) will be
son pitching rotation.

TexasRangers (90 -72). Texas® | oss

of the regular season forced them on the road for the
postseason. Corey Seager (Post 115/Kannapolis, N.C.)
fell just short of the AL batting title but will be a key
factor in the Rangersd fi
2016.

Toronto Blue Jays (89  -73). The final team in the
AL fiel d di dnodt clinch a
Outfielder Daulton Varsho (Post 54/Marshfield, Wis.)
and bench coach Don Mattingly (Evansville, Ind.) will
aim to help Toronto move past Minnesota in the AL
Wild Card Series.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Atlanta Braves (104 -58). The best record in Major
League Baseball belongs to Atlanta, who will have
homefield advantage in every postseason series, in-
cluding the World Series if they get that far. Manager

to get that far after finishing the regular season with a
record .501 slugging percentage and hitting a record
tying 307 home runs. Relief pitcher Brad Hand
(Chaska, Minn.) will help the cause.

Los Angeles Dodgers (100 -62). The Dodgers won
the NL West for the 10th time in 11 seasons and are
looking to win the World Series for the first time since
2020.

Milwaukee Brewers (92 -70). Milwaukee won the
NL Central with five games to go and locked in the No.
3 seed in the National League. Brandon Woodruff

H o u scheo fordGamesl ofahe t i(Tpelo,pgMiiss.) was expected to be a key factor in the

Brewersé6é rotation as they

a | Careh Beries, sbut digll miss that seded ang #assiby e r

longerd due to a shoulder injury.
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Philadelphia Phillies (90 -72). Three members of
Phil adel phi atihg lindup okcatdher J. B t
Realmuto (Post 170/Midwest City, Okla.), first base-
man Bryce Harper (Las Vegas), and third baseman
Alec Bohm (Post 1/Omaha, Neb.p played Legion
Baseball and will be aiming to help the Phillies defeat
division rivals Miami in the NL Wild Card Series. Also
contributing will be relief pitcher Craig Kimbrel (Post
15/Decatur, Ala.).

| os
t

Miami Marlins (84 -77). Ari zonaos
| ar season finale meant
back to New York to finish up a suspended game
against the Mets on Monday. Instead, the Marlins
could prepare for their NL Wild Card Series against
the Phillies.

Arizona Diamondbacks (84 -78). Arizona earned
the No. 6 seed in the National League playoffs. Among
the pitchers expected to contribute in the bullpen is
Legion Baseball alum Paul Sewald (Las Vegas).

The Division Series will begin Oct. 7; the League

Championship Series will begin Oct. 15; and the
World Series will begin Oct. 27.

amaos

Switch -pitcher helped Alab
Post 70 get back to ALWS

Richard Walker | October 4, 2023

Switch-hitting batters are fairly rare in baseball but a
handful of them remain.

But switch-pitchers may be the rarest of all baseball
skill sets.

And in Alabama, a switch-pitcher accomplished one
of the rarest feats in the sport in the regional to allow-
ing defending American Legion World Series cham-
pion Troy Post 70 to make a return to the ALWS in
Shelby, N.C.

Jake Johnson, a recent graduate of Headland High
School, threw a no-hitter in a 9-0 victory over Para-
gould (Ark.) Post 16 in the Mid-South Regional on
Aug. 6 in Pelham, Ala.

Starting the game as a righthander, Johnson went
two innings before a 30-minute rain delay. Two in-
nings later, another rain delay lasted more than an
hour.

$vemn as Johnsos was & 4b pitches, Post 70 coach Ross

tHe xManr Itiorl sd dhii dm Ohte Ohda viea vt-eo  tgt
handed as hedéd done prhevio
wanted to finish the game.

Johnson did that and went three more no-hit innings

to send Troy to its second straight ALWS.

Al oél 1 go on record and say
other player | ike thi-gitch Hi

ing standout.

And while Johnson writes left-handed and kicks a
football left -footed, he first played baseball by throw-
ing right -handed until an injury in his freshman year

of high school altered those plans.

i | had an wulnar transposit
where your bones get too crowded, and the nerve
wondét fit in there.

iSo | had that hapeelerecoveryn d i

| was OK and | was pushing to go back torecovery,
and it regressed. 0

The problem kept Johnson from pitching in his tradi-
tional right -handed style for two years.

But it also gave him a chance to experiment.

il just started trying to t
started playing wall ball with myself. And then | got
where I could playoutfi el d as a | efty.
but it was good enough. And still my right arm was
messed up. o

Determined to figure out a way to get on the field,
Johnson took the mound as a left-handed pitcher for

Tr oy éasd-uddér American Legion Baseball team

in 2022.

AfLast summer was the first
mound left-handed, 6 Johnson said.
about 70-78 (mph). | had a lot of movement, but it
wasnodét very pretty.
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AThen in my senior year,
back to pitching right -handed and it worked really
well. | was up to 85 (mph) before the season and |
climbed up to 90 (mph) by the end of the year. And
then | pitched some as a

il Myerican regipniBgs¢pall t @n- g o
\'"==® joys a reputation as one of the
most successful and tradition-rich
amateur athletic leagues. Today,
the program registers more than
g $400 sea@nk io al 50 .states, in-
cluding Canada and Puerto Rico.

Hi xon marveled at Johnsondés determination to find a

way to get on the baseball fietl. SONS OF THE @ﬁ?
iHe6s a he a-drierted persgn,and diesaidi,
6l 6m going to fi gur-kanodued, EA‘MERICAN

Hi xon said. fASo what star I EGIO
people thought was kind of cool has turned into some-

thing where he can compete with both arms.

ANow rigle-dandedbut this summer;

choose. I 611 say, 61l 6m co [ eV e
you choose. 6 And heds fig I t i -
ple pitches from both the right and left arms. That
causes a lot of problems.
i Hii ntg 6 s har d enough faci _ P N\ - 4
pitches. He6s a guy who ce \ Rl Wit
three pitches, so heds got . ' uni
This past summer, a strained right shoulder caused
him to focus more on his left-handed pitching, and he
threw two no-hitters before Troy won the Alabama ™% S .
s?g’:]ealtournament to advance to the Mid-South Re- SAL recognizes Snapshots of
gional. Service, Videos of Service  winners
He picked up a win throwing left -handed in relief in The American Legion | October 4, 2023
Troyods regi oalllinning wcos/over a _ 7
Lafaye%{[e (La.) Post 341_ A 9 v Squadrons from Massachusetts, Nebraska,New Jer-
sey, and Ohio were first-p| ace winners ir
Four days later, Johnson threw the no-hitter even as ~ S0nS of The American Legion Snapshots of Service
he followed baseball protocol through the seven in- ~ contest. Entries were judged by the SAL Public and
nings and both rain delays to accomplish the feat. Media Communications Commission and announced
at the National Convention in Charlotte, N.C.
AnThey all gave me | ooks, O -
mates duringtheno-hi t t er . fABut | w Qotoq SPblEnEted togsqﬁ%‘ﬁp hPtS°§S£A§)"0e program
it RDoynatt ' o ad to represent one of the Four Pillars: Americanism,
Children and Youth, National Security, or Veterans
This fall, Johnson is considered more of a right-  Affairs and Rehabilitation.
handed pitching prospect but will get the chance to _ _ _
show his new coaches at DothanWallace Community ~ Sna@pshots of Service winners were:
College.
J 1 Americanism, 1st place: Squadron 207, West
AAt first, it was nohadedubt SPriRgHeld, Mass.y 3 s ght
pitcher for t h e mpdthed ib was,s o h Aggricagism, 2rdplace: Squadron 105, Belleville,
6Well, wedll see about leftNB and wedve decided to s
what it |l ooks |like both pifTt €mnldreng& Kauthh lsiyplace .Sguadron 112,
Omaha, Neb.
1 Children & Youth, 2nd place: Squadron 246, Bet-
terton, Md.

1 National Security, 1st place: Squadron 257,
Loudonville, Ohio,
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1 National Security, 2nd place: none

$ Nwsuety

1 Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, 1st place:
Squadron 105, Belleville, N.J.

1 Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, 2nd p lace:
Squadron 257, Loudonville, Ohio

1O JuBWYoRIa(Qg

(3s414)

$SA.IPpY |lew-3

Aq paiyuad Anjiqibi3

(1enuy)

The commission also selected winners in the inaugu-
ral Videos of Service contest. Video submissions were
required to contain an SAL member or members
wearing SAL covers or SAl-branded clothing partici-
pating in an activity or event that fell under one of
three categories: program support; community en-
gagement; or membership and recruitment. The video
must have been no longer than five minutes in length
and have been posted on social media.

(199118)
*ON uoipenbg

ueJa)a)\ 03 Juedijddy jo diysuone|ay (9)
(1se7)
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AQ paunioay

Videos of Service winners weee:

auoydajal

1 Program Support, 1st place: Squadron 457,
Phelps, N.Y.; 2nd place, Squadron 414, Sutton,
Mass.

T Community Engagement, 1st place: Squadron 42,
Floyds Knobs, Ind.

1 Membership & Recruitment, 1st place: Squadron
105, Belleville, N.J.

(1eniuy)
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Entry forms for the 2024 Snapshots of Service and
Videos of Service contests are available
at https://www.legion.org/sons/publications

RECEIPT

Date
Received of

For God and Country

$ in payment of dues for 20

Squadron Detachment of

By

~ PROUD POSSESSORS OF-
PRICELESS HERITAGE -
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r < - Bmerii egion Post 137
i(eyt City American Legion Post 123 o 5 ' '

gl'mrrswAN's NIGH"

14111 BALL CREEK AVE ‘\
KENT CITYe Mi*49330

rday, December 2nd, z3 ai"s 30F
y 70 THE PUBLIC

rm;;ﬁ \chaber 28, 2()2:;
¥ \ & pm to 12 am
- ' e e \ YOU ARE INVITED TO
1) MOSSBERG PATRIOT TAM COMBO 6.
e 20"3-9 ‘
5;) MOSSBERG PATRIOT 350 LEGEND 22" W/3-C
; "~ 40 £ BLUED/SYN .0} _ ‘
i % 3)nm-xxsowmc,r LYST 420FPS | 2 /’//
8 TAIL | & //// ///
g , ',;. = 24 ,‘ 7es & Rz =3
2 3 ' ‘ $5

Tony Sealock
cover) Poombox D /Koraoke
Open to the Public

484 Cold Stream Rd., Capon Bridge WV

TAKE THE

SATURDAY, DEC. 16, 2023 = BU DDY! CHE%;IEVI?‘:“ETH
NATIONAL &/

BLOOD BUDDY CHECK WEEK

DONORSNEEDED. You can help. Schedule today. ® OCTOBER 16 = 20, 2023
AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 105

000 WREATHS across AMERICA

New York 621 WASHINGTON AVE, BELLEVILLE, NJ
Blood Center MONDAY. OCTOBER 9, 2023 1PM-7PM
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SAL SOUTHERN MARYLAND REGION

DRAWDOWN

Saturday October 28th,
3:30pm to 7:30pm
at Laurel American Legion Post 60
2 Main St, Laurel, MD 20707
DONATION: $45 per couple

Each ticket (admits 2) and includes:
Dinner from 4pm to 6pm
Unlimited Draft Beer and Soda
Limited Open Bar from 4pm to 5pm
A chance to WIN up to $1000 in Cash
Only 150 tickets Sold

MOST OF THE PROCEEDS WILL
GO TO COMMANDER LOHMANS
DETACHMENT PROGRAM

Only 150 tickets sold
Every 10' ticket drawn wins at least $45
Last ticket drawn wins $1000.00
50th ticket wins $200 and 100th ticket wins
$400 You do not need to be present to win
Entertainment and Drawing begins at 4:30

For more information contact
Buddy Mastin 443-370-7870
Any SAL Region Officer or Squadron 60

VETERANS & SPOUSES **

CAREER & JOB FAIR
OCTOBER 18, 2023

% %
(**

¥

S, Alantic Health System
HMAROTTA =% PP Atlantic Health System
Byt

Atlantic Medical G

hop__,e_ a npower s ':‘gi{'”'"
licpe hope hope gimg JNITEDSTATES — B
IN PERSON EVENT

REGISTRATION LINK
HITPS://FORMS. OFFICE.COM/G/PXCOGJI4XZK

WALK-INS WELCOME

10AM - 2PM

MORRIS COUNTY
ONE STOP CAREER CENTER
13 EMERY AVE. RANDOLPH, NJ 07869

ZETS

Omtaymant 30 Traning Sorvices

=transfr

SCAN ME

Veterans Career & Job Fair

EXPLORE CAREER &
TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES!

Pk Y
THANK YOU
VETERANS

WERICH,

- » American
Legion
AFGI pOSt 3

DONATIONS

ER

tv v&w.wam

Men/Woman/Teens/Children /f LIVES OF

@ Gently Used Coats

VETERANS,
FAMILIES &
THOSE IN NEED

DISTRIBUTION
11.21.23 9AM-6PM

KAZIM SHRINERS

@ Cold Weather Hats
@ Hoodies
@ Sweatshirts

DROP OFF BY 5PM 11/17/23

Drop Off Location:
American Legion (Porch)
710 Apperson, Dr. 628 West Campbell Ave, SW,
Salem, VA 24153 Roanoke VA

Questions Contact Ken at 757-777-7090

Raise a fork for a great cause!
Join the "Woodbridge American Legion

Family" and the "Double 0 Rod & Gun Club"
for a delicious

Spaghetti Dinner

Includes: Salad, Bread,
Spaghetti & Meatballs,
and Dessert

Eat In: $10 | Take Out: $12 per person

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL OR TEXT:
908-380-1095 or 732-742-4588

American Legion Post 87

314 Berry Street | Woodbridge, NJ

Sponsors: Bus Stop Restaurant (Carteret, NJ) and Saker Family Shop Rite

INTERVIEWS
AVAILABLE!
HIREVets.gov Recognizing Workforce _
@ HIRE Seuployesi o America’sdobCenter Board
Vots Medallion Program veterans y
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ERRRRREERRRRRRRIRR OSSR PRE AR AR AR RN R RN L AR, kbbb bhn f BUDDY CHECK Contlnued from pagel

AMERICAN LEGION

That connection to a mentor is a really important op-
I L | i portunity for truthful relationships and watching out
@ for one another
; So what the Legion has shown us here is that from

Buddy Check, there ae going to be certain organic
connections that continue no matter what. Because
what we've seen with The American Legion doing it
the last several years is that rekindles connections,
and those connections are very meaningful for our
vets.

-~ tlhe ---

DATE

: The American Legion Family
Mid - Year Conference
Friday January 26 - Sunday January 28, 2024

But then also, I'm confident we're going to see is the
follow -on effect, which is the buddy who gets a call is

lOCATION The American Legion Post 32 § . . . " .
: 315 5. Bowen St, Longmont, CO 80501 : going to think to himself then, "OK, | hadn't thought
¢ All meetings, meals, and entertainment will be held at the post. of this. I'm going to call my buddy." And so, there's a
g Registration, meal prices and agenda will follow in the near future. : Virtuous CyCIe then tha‘[ comes out Of |t, too0.
E Need a place to stay? There are 50 rooms blocked for the American Legion Family. E
% LOCATION: Hilton Garden Inn, 470 South Martin Road, L , CO 80501. 3 . . . .
EOHONE:  7a07soadar o onement : This has been true at VA since our foundingd we're
é https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/denlcgi-hilton-garden-inn-longmont/?SEQ_id=GMB- E WatCh|ng and Iearnlng from, Vets. We re v.vatChIng .and
+ AMER-GI-DENLCGI&y source=1 MTY2Njg2NjktNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D : Iearnlng from our partners like The American Leglon,
§ s st 1.5 s own the road. Thare will e scheduled shutties o the pot and just emulating what you're doing. The sky's the
% Price: $109 + tax 4 imi ' i i .
: . limit on what we're going to learn from this
E Rooms are avallable to book today. Make sure you reserve under CAL block to get the quoted room rate. H
g The room block and rate is good until 12/26/24. § B o y S N a t | on p res | d

experiences set him

| i felong | eader sh
* K* K Andy Proffet | October 5, 2023

DOBBS-ADAMS POST 55
PRESENTS

12-4pm

o QI Al e aRE (W A A e i Gl ¢

i %
President Ronald Reagan meets with American Legion Boys Na-
tion in July 1987.

Photo provided by Bob Sternfels
VENDORS, RAFFLE,
PHOTO BOOTH As he reminisced about meeting President Reagan

during the summer of 1987, Bob Sternfels pointed out
two things that had stuck with him.

Yank Apparel, Joe Joe's Crafts, Neurolumen, & MORE!

SPONSORED BY 3 ) _

CHISHOLM MALL il remember Othe path of I

1208 N Hwy 81, Duncan OK 73533 term he used for all of wus;
PO T R € And | also got a chance t
Event@DobbsAdamsPost55.com Nan cy was extreme I0|ye camanentn . é
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and it was about caring for others, and this idea of & speaker. d And he said, 6 We |
O0Ronnie can talk to you alduwt ?16i fAerldo rmgo ordtaeetbmedbsalmite ,t b
if you donoét care for pe o rodueseochtheoveelto bakially telanye, couldtdé moren o t
ing to amount to anyt hi ng.thanwhatlwas doing. Notin a heavy-handed way or
anything. And he hel ped me
AAnd so those two thinges padst stuck with me even t
thisday:youor gearol 7 ki d and youdbre getting
these lifelong lessons from an icon. Never forgotthato He was elected speakei® again, despite representing
Sternfels said. the minority party & then earned an interview slot for
one of the spots representing California at Boys Na-
Today, Sternfels is the global managing partner of  tion.
McKinsey & Company, a global management consult-
ing firm, and chair of the board of directors. In July ABy that point | had taken
1987, he had just completed his junior year at Lodi this is really fun, | could have a unique opportunity to
(Calif.) High School and was elected president of  go to Washington and do it at another level. By that

American Legion Boys Nation after attending Califor- point, | was just sold that this is such a unique pro-
nia Boys Stae. gr am, I was going to give
said.

He and his fellow Boys Nation senators met with Pres-
ident Reagan in the Rose Garden during their week in By the time he arrived in Washington for Boys Nation,
Washington, D.C. though, Sternfels was feeling a little intimidated.

AAn enormous privilege, 0 SitBeurtn fyethere, apdyiowd reatize everiibedy putss i t
the White House. il t hi nk theintpants ansonedeg at g time,andIsome reallypgpeats e d
to just be a photo. And what | do remember is first, the guys, | became friends with a whole bunch. Having a
president just kind of sat down and talked with us and couple of the other senators come up to me and say,
exchanged some notes in a very conversational style; 6 Hey , you should run, & was
it didndét feel for mal or kbndoofsahdta,) &kimg down to us,
was more of a conversation.

Sternfels emerged from a loaded primary 8 Al f
AAnd t hen aft édmeaautdasd, beiag s inemgry serves, | think everyone and his brother was

from California himself, ended up having a conversa- r u n n id rtogoé one of the final candidates for presi-

tion on California. And he was even giving some de-  dent. He remembered facing some difficult questions,
tails on Lodi, saying, 6 Wioeching lon swigests likenthe BarinrWalin ehe tCold a s
governor, | remember driving through there all the War, and the Iran-Contra scandal.

time, 6 and ODpinhaeydeslt?d |l amdvwee were

talking about grapes and things. His detail around AfiThere werdadonesl covapl é i ke, 0 (
that was amazing, just thedopnebrts oknmmdw.z alt i danaspé&oabwo t

think some of that honesty also helped, not trying to
Sternfels conceded he al- pretend you know the answe
most didndét hawad the oppor -
tunity. He ran unsuccess-

fully for governor at Califor- Even prior to his experience at California Boys State
nia Boys Stated i | flfated | and American Legion Boys Nation, Sternfels was
my f & anel was planning aware of the Legionbdés i mpac

B.Ys NAT'.N\ to simply play out the rest of
\ \ | the week. AiBoth my granddads were in
BONRNATIUIN members, my dad served in Vietnamd in fact, | spent

of his coumsaployess as a ldmnsSabicBaya(ip the Rhidim w a ,
a bit of a spmesybeaause e whsiimthe Navy. So they were all

Legion members, and | grew up in Lodi, Calif., which

iHe came to me and said, was@ enkall agricwdtwral tewm atthb time 8t a Yy seg ot
gaged. Ther ebds o bDlpagticipate ;mp o a lot bigger simcedsbut the Legion played a big role in
t his. € You <could run f orourgdgue dhisenotionmffcommbnity asdcemenomityl vy . 6
And we had a minority par events and thimgssSo | wollcesay | gat to knoveThe r y
serves, mi nority parties doedti canuadlelgy ogebeforel bkbcgo

He c¢credits on

e
for creating 0

22 | BETEONE | Round -Up




said, adding that his mother had attended Girls State He noted that participation in Boys State and Girls

when she was a teenager. State programs is a factor
cess.

il had a f i r m sdalgqg foreoorisyastétm on f or

of government. No matter how imperfect, it beats all il think one of the aspects

the alternatives. And | felt that as a high school kid, so our analyst hires who are coming out of university, is

| was deeply involved in student government, and | participation in Boys or G

was involved in some state student government, we  marker on leadership. And it is one of the defining cri-

had this thing called the California Association of Stu- teiadi tds not the only criter

dent Councils, so | would go up to Sacramentoandtry t hi ng about somebody. It 6s

and get involved, 0 Sternf eoluy adh&kd. tSaywlemel shedr d

about Boys State, there were two things that were ex-

citing: first was the notion of a bunch of kids from all While acknowled gi ng Ogawabds | mpact

over the state getting together and that kind of excited pressed his fAdeep appreciat
me & | was from a small town, chance to meetabunch  that make a Girls or Boys State possible.
of kids from across the state; but then to spend a week

actually practicing and learning government sounded il wouldndét underesti mate t

pretty exciting. Kind of those two aspects that | a young personbés | ife by in

thought were maybe the reason why to apply atthe Al al s otaHdeeptiegankjyaudo the Legion itself.

ti me. o | always think of community when | think of The
American Legion. I think in

He encouraged those eligible to attend Boys State or ety where people need to actually feel like they belong,

Girls State to not miss out on the opportunity. I think thereds a key rol e

play, in kind of deepening a sense of community. But
Ailf you donét go, youodr e glasonhink df selflassesgrvice,tandithe idda ofhelpingp e

your | ife. é gQmeann alptahodétthe odihrer people. | think in to
best system of government in the world from an in- use a little more of that. Just super grateful for The
sider perspective. Two i s Amerzandegien og thdt fnogt and th e nole iedlayed u s t
some amazing people that will also change yourper- i n my own familyds | ife. o

spective on life. But three is maybe you learn some-
thing about yourself. So why not take the plunge, for
those three things? It is a week that you will invest and
never regret. o

Boys Nation

At Boys State / Nation, partici-
pants learn the rights, privileges,
and responsibilities of franchised
citizens. The training is objective
and centers on the structure of city,
county, and state governments.

Sternfels certainly has no regrets for the two weeks he
spent in the programs.

il hel ped open our McKinsey
and | was there when (Nelson) Mandela was presi-
dent . He had this great quo
win or | | earn. 6 And thereo
about that, just getting back up and kind of continuing

to engage that | really took as a lesson.

fiThe ot her lheughsoa the omeahaind tha | t
incredible complexity of our system with all the differ-

ent aspects of government can at the time be a little
overwhelming, was the notion that checks and bal-
ances actwually work. And t hd
orapresident,you coul dndt just kin
will, you had to work with people. And this idea of the - ﬂ [ G
balance of powers really stuck with me, one of the A?lN 4 ,
unique aspects of our system of government. But our
system of government only works if you get involved.
You@ywe to participate, 0 Ste

overn
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Squadron
CEoerlasting

information

to have a memberds

Class of 1974 from Mascenic High
School in New Ipswich.

On July 3, 1976, Bob married his
high school sweetheart, Sharon
Halbedel, in a small, but beautiful

Mass at Sacred Heart Church in
Greenville. Through the years, Sha-
ron not only shared her heart and
her love with Bob, but she also gave
him one of her kidneys and the gift
of life.

2023, at 11:00 AM in Saint Patrick
Church, 89 Main Street, Jaffrey.
Burial will follow at Hillside Ceme-
tery on Goddard Road in Rindge.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
making a donation to the charity of
one's choicein Bob's name.

To share memories, photographs,
and condolences with Bob's family,
please visit www.cournoyerfh.com.

listed here, please send to

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

John Hamilton
— John Patrick
Hamilton, 62,

passed away on
August 23,
2023, at Cleve-
land Main Cam-
pus Hospital
with family by

his side. He was
born on September 26, 1960, in
Fort Campbell, Kentucky to
Thomas E. Hamilton and Char-
lotte (Evans) Hamilton. He mar-

ried Leena (Singer) Hamilton in

March 2008. He served four years
in the United States Navy with an
honorable discharge in 1982.

John retired from Ford Motor
Company as an electrician with 27
years of service. He was a member
of the Sonsof the American Legion
Post #34 in Tecumseh.

John excelled in several trades in-
cluding carpentry. He took great
pride in his work. He enjoyed his
many talks with his brother Tim

along with his treasured daughter
time.

Besides his wife, Leena, he is sur-
vived by his daughter, Laine Ham-
ilton; brothers, Tom (Melissa)
Hamilton and Tim Hamilton; nu-
merous nephews and nieces. Be-
sides his parents he was preceded
in death by daughter Lauren
Renee Hamilton, brother Michael
Hamilto n

Cremation has taken place with no
service as requested.

Posted online on September 28,
2023

Published in Daily Telegram

Robert R. Deschenes

Rindge NH -
Robert R.
Deschenes, 67, of
Rindge, NH, died
peacefully at his
home on Tues-
day, September
26, 2023, after a
long period of complications from
kidney failure.

‘Bob' was born on January 2, 1956,
in Peterborough, NH, son of the
late Gilbert J. and Yevette (Morin)
Deschenes. He graduated with the

=AMERICAN

Published by Monadnock Ledger-
Bob had worked at Warwick Mills Transcript on Oct. 5, 2023.
as a supervisor, and later at Keene
Chrysler, which fit well with his
love for classic carsi especially old
Dodges. Bob was an active member
of the Sons of the American Legion
Squadron, with Post 13 in Green-
ville. He enjoyed playing cards,
watching old TV shows, and col-
lected anything and everything
from the 3 Stooges. Bob and Sharon
didn't have children, but they were
loving and devoted dog parents to
Mandy, Casey, Freckles, Amber,
and currently Avery, and their cats,
Mork, Cody and Salvadore.

To plant trees in memory, please
visit the Sympathy Store.

RENEW

SONS %
==AMERICAN

LEGION

Bob is survived by his loving wife of
47 years, Sharon, and by his sister,
Rachel Sullivan of Milford, NH, as
well as by many nieces, nephews,
cousins, in-laws, and close friends.

*x Kk K

Family and friends are warmly in-
vited to calling hours on Friday, Oc-
tober 6, 2023, from 5:00 to 7:00
PM at the Cournoyer Funeral
Home Cremation Center, 33 River
Street (Route 202), Jaffrey, NH.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated on Saturday, October 7,

We served our nation together. Learned how to be
good servicemembers together. Helped each other
through trying times. We were always there for each
other, no matter what.

LEGION

While our active-duty service has concluded, our com-
mi t ment to fellow veterans
forcebehindThe American Legionos

Daniel J. Seehafer
National Commander
The American Legion

V717

A call to support our Battle Buddies
October 4, 2023

Dear American Legion members and friends,

We all remember our Battle Buddies.

gram, which began in 2019.

In that time, we have witnessed countless successes.
Legionnaires have re-engaged with long-lost friends. A
simple phone <calll has
day. And American Legion Family members have pro-
vided support in numerous ways to veterans who
needed assistance but were too proud to ask.

This month, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
is conducting the first National Buddy Check Week,
Oct. 16-:20. We are honored to be partnering with VA
in a kickoff webinar on Oct. 16 to highlight the
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importance of making connections this week. (Join the
webinar here.)

Il 6m asking all Ameri can
in National Buddy Check Week. To help you get
started, National Headquarters has updated the Buddy
Check resource kit(available here).

You can reconnect with a fellow veteran who you ha-
venobét seen or talked with

Call up someoneyou served with and reminisce about
the good times. |1 todéos good

Reach out to an older veteran in your community and
ask therebds anything you
picking up groceries, doing a little yardwork or just
talking. It all matters.

There are many ways to participate. But what is most
important is that we all rally and make the connection
with a buddy.

Simply put, they would do it for us.

Veterans assisted by Legion claims

specialists: O01tos
Steven B. Brooks| October 5, 2023

Since it opened in 2018, The American Legion Veter-
ans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) service office at
the John H. Geiger Operations Center (GOC) in Indi-
anapolis has successfully filed or appealed more than
$195 million in Department of Veterans Affairs disa-

bility compensation for veterans.

But those are just numbers, albeit staggering ones. Be-
hind those numbers, though, are stories. And a small
handful of them were shared Oct. 3 during a special
event at GOC that brought together veterans who have
been assisted by staff at the office for the opportunity
to talk about the impact The American Legion has
made on their lives.

Four Vietham War veterans were in attendance, while
a fifth veteran living in Alabama joined the event via
ZOOM. There to hear their stories were American Le-
gion National Commander Daniel J. Seehafer, VA&R
Director Tiffany Ellett and national staff.

A photo was placed on the wall inside the service office
of each veteran prior to their time to speak, which in-
cluded stories of frustration and then gratitude after a
Legion representative was able to help them get the
benefi tearnadhey 6d

The event was organized by Tony Cross, team lead for
thelndy-based VA&R staff. AThi s
up in 2018 with the idea that we would be a sister office

L & goi o rmaeNakserri sn gtt @ np, a rbt. iCc. i, p aotf d

the journeynwed\Ce ossersai d.
that come here €& they reall
t hem. Some of them werenot

Some of them were hesitant to file. These stories are

real These stories are ama.
in a whil e.
Al Thank God f or Ledioea. A mdi ke

Chastain joined the U.S. Army in 1966 and served in
Viktoam uritilHL869. $Afteusiome time in the Army Re-

serves, he rejoined active duty in the Army in 1977 be-

fore retiring in 1995. While in Vietham, his landing

rze meced/ed regudar heavihfieefnom thd &nemye Hei t 6 «
also narrowly missed being hit by a mortar while in

bed, saying a voice told him to get out of the building

though he was the only man in it.

di dnot
di

home, |

ifWhen | came
i t h at said Chmastaine r

in my brain

He was one of five brothers who served in the military,
three of whom had tours in Vietnam. One of those was
instrumental in connecting Chastain with American

L@gix')naCIﬁin& %p%‘:ialisbS[?vre VoIIFr.i fed

Chastain had first gone to the VA in Dayton before be-
ing referred to the Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical
Center in Indianapolis. It was at Roudebush he was

told he needed to file a benefit claim and was given
forms to fill out.

Chastain reached out to oneof his brothers for advice
and was told that, iThe
place to go, 0 he said.
ican Legion is t

A me
nANnd
pl a

Chastain came to the Indy office and met initially with
Cross, who told him to gather up any documentation
he had of his service. Chastain had kept track of his
military service in Vietnam in a diary. Voller was able
to get Chastain serviceconnected for post-traumatic
stress disorder.

Al thank God that wedre her e
every one of you, 0 Chastain
USA, and | thank God for The American Legion (and)

for Tony and Steve. o

il Wa n t t o Thank The
g i o nrhoagh his service from 1966 to 1968 in the
U.S. Army included time in Vietnam, Leland McDa niel
never felt he was owed any kind of VA disability com-
pensation. AFor years, |

A

h ac
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go file.d& And | di dndt, 0 dnewvhesedaday..We itdnsiddrithdm @ut clode driends. | i k
served it. During my tour in Vietham, | came under We appreci ate é | donét k n
minimal fire. Nothing drastic. Wa s not wounded. And c hanged o ue able tofhep our\Waughters if
thought | had come home scotf r e e . 0 they need help. Whatever we want to do, we do have
the funds to do it now. Bef
But he also admitted seeing things in Vietnam that say enough about these people. They both go to the
stayed with him. il di dnoémo srte ama jzoeer whhaitn gP Tt Sz ywasa,n dr

what Agent Orange had done to people, 06 McDani el
sai d. il have no i dea whéilelododveahk,sndCLogeditetAmarican wi t
Agent Orange, but I di d. LAengdi oMeiyvearly igto his tquiiry \detnana duringg r o b -
| ems because of it.o his service in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1969 to 1971,

Bill Clarke learned very early on the severity of his sit-
McDaniel was able to connect with American Legion uation. Seconds after being dropped off via helicopter
Claims Specialist and Team Trainer Ken Hagner in the  with his unit, he was running to a trench as enemy ar-
Indy office. Hagner urged McDaniel to file, but it tillery fire whizzed past him.

wasnot until ,lceDsuggesed itaswelvi f e
did he do so. His service took him from Khe Sanh to Da Nang and
other locations. He was wounded and said around half
Al just didnét ffeel wo r t h gf hiscbmpanh gotwipedaw duting gné apeyatian.dde b e
to me, 0 McDani el sai d. fi | alsb was expokeyl to AgerdOrange.me i n and s e

Kenny and Tony, and they filed the papers and every-
thing, and | got rewarded in that respect. | feel if the When he returned home, he was awarded a 16percent
veterans would only listen to the people that are trying  disability rating but started dealing with other medical
to help them, if they would come forth, The American issues, including heart problems. The 43-year veteran
Legion is a great place to come. | want to thank Tony of the Indianapolis Police Department was advised to
and Ken, and | want to thank The American Legionfor me et wi t h Cr o s sRyan,ywholCkoassrh&de 6 s
all the hel p tdnejadily.dhagkiyoue rassisted vatm a benefits claim. After talking, Cross
so very much. o asked Clarke to write a lay statement about his service
in Vietnam. Clarke came back with 22 pages detailing
Al tds Change dDorald Ent deivdd én.theé various aspects of that service, including the mental
U.S. Army from 1967-1970, including a tour in Vi- health side.
etnam that exposed him to Agent Orange. His wife,
Evelyn, said he filed a claim for the Agent Orange ex- Cross@ai d seven of the 22 page
posure in 1986, bu t t he doctor sai wohsecouhdnhot doaldnot even
me nt it . Another ti me, s h eould shardit,withfhe rest of kis teama; Clarkefsdideygse d |
raiseo from his disabilitywWeataildng cafrrly0 ipteractenaur des
think of having a bad day, you just read that. And this

AThey just | ed us around iswhatchangedemy aliole éapproach)totbbirgyia sed- s h
sai d. il told him, o1 am wiod e gmfi fnigc etro. 6gi ve up. 6 He Kk
saying6 They6re not going to do anything for me.6 But |

drug him along with me. o6 Cross was able to get Clarl
filed everything for me, 0 CI
Evelyn said a friend recommended trying The Ameri- t o descri be i1it. I f it hadnol
can Legion, which is where they met Cross and Ameri- ended up with any benefits. | love this country, and |
can Legion Claims Specialist Landry Foley. Thecouple | ove The American Legion. o
provided documentation and photos of Donald being
in areas that would put him in direct exposureto Agent A T h e Best Advocat elaNargaret v e
Orange. McArthur served in the U.S. Army from 1983 to 1992
before she had to leave for medical reasons.
Working with Cross and Foley, the Ents were able to
get a favorable response from VA resulting in a new
disability rating, as well as getting medication to deal s

't was my honor to sBeneeye.
he said virtually during t

with the first stage of Alzheimer's. had reached the point on active duty where | had a
number of physical i ssues

Al 6m very thankful , 0 Evel ywached a paint whér&Vi cdolidono fonger reffectibely | p

Tony and Landry, [ d o n 6 t servehthe Arkny asvievantedtor lind e dweau It d . b e
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McArthur started her claims process using a service of-

ficer in rural Al abama
very uncomfortable helping women veterans, espe-
cially with predominantly

she was very naive when it came to naigating the VA
benefits system, she foll
vice in 1992. Two years later she got her initial rating
and then spent the next 11 years developing more com-

t hiant os hteh es aLiedg, i

what the Indy VA&R office does every day falls directly
ofmadpppeeBatioredrdtiaet d n |

tive.
female issues. 0 Admitting
iwhen we say, Obe the one, 6

gawedamipai garvitei ef Ai mésé8s 0
mander said. fAThat mission i
a time. We are a family that changes lives and saves

pl ex medical i ssues. VA mbvdsi Thaisthesbottarhiline.coul dndét provi
a diagnosis, so she evetually went to an outside med-
ical provider and underwent surgery that revealedher AWe 6r e not just an organi za
conditions were directly related to her military service. don 6t c h aitbgecuse yleearded it. Never for-
That started her down another path of filingwithVAin get that. You are our broth
2006 that went on to 2020. Alt was an extremely diff]
cutj ourney because during all/l b@i@maimq;ompeqingof@r ti me é |
had denials, appeals, reprimands, notices of disagree- MS Vetera America this wee kend
ments, more tests, morechecku ps, 6 Mc Art hu S”ale Wierical L'I;gionlombem 2023
tried using my local VSO, calling around in my state. | ’
even went to try to call my congressman togethelpin g, o o 5 y Grenier knows what i
that direction T all to no real avail. | really felt like I jita.
had been passed around. 0

he U.S. Coast Guard veteran and member of Ameri-
|t was then she reached ot lipotBoinDbriby, Cofnd SarneAc dvh N O -

ton, D.C., office, which connected her with American
Legion Claims Specialist Landry Foley in the Indy of-
fice. McArthur admitted that at first, she felt she was
being passed around again.

il was extremely i
gested we look more intently at her medical records.
She sai d, 6You have some
truly neededtobelook ed at, 6 and t
complex case, it did require further attention and,
quite frankly, some additional compensation. She re-
ally listened to all | had to say and was able to provide

some precise direction
The end result: afavorablere s ponse, fAmor
could have expected, 06 McA4

have reached that without Landry being right there
with me, making recommendations and pointing me in
the right direction. Landry invested herself into getting
the absolute best outcome for me. And most im-

ncorrect

f ol

portantly to me, Landry was willing to get in the ditch

business just weeks before the pandemic forced busi-
ness lockdowns across the nation. One of the busi-
nesses shedd contracted witHt
ond business she started had to shut down because of

pply chain hssues said

ALandry

sug-

Legionnaire \Breeiy Grenier (back row, far left) is compting for
Ms. Veteran America on Oct. 8.

with me. | finally felt that | had someone who was will-
ing to be in the thick of it and stick it out.

ALandry has been the best
tire time | have been involved with the VA system. Her
help has been invaluable to me and my family. Because
of the assistance she has provided me, | can now con-
tribute financially and feel more valuable to my fam-
ily. o

Not Just An Organization. After the stories were
shared, Seehafer thanked the veterans while noting

In addition, she lost both parents within a short period

of time and went through a divorce. And though she

neyed \epdeda Hpe slippingh @t onelgsgness,hske e n -
learned through others how big of an issue it is within

the women veteran community.

That 6s what dr ovMs. VEara Amee-r |
icancompetition, in which she
Sunday night in Orlando, Fla. The winner of the Ms.
Veteran America competition serves as an ambassador

for Final Salute Inc., a nonprofit that provides
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homeless women veterans and their children safe dondét know which way to go

housing, along with food, clothing, and supportive ser- ler, a past New Jersey Sons of The American Legion

vices. detachment commander . nSo vy
ing to help you, and this organization was fantastic in

fi Eewn in the back of my head, | could have easilybeen hel pi ng us. 0

homel ess, 0 Grenier said. il f my parents didnot have
house, | would have been homeless. One thing can Fol | owi ng his sonbs diagnos
trickle and |l ead to somet wiasgbel sae.ldot of activities

N.J., for autistic children to do. This sparked an idea i
Campaigning for Ms. Veteran America has given to host a fun, safe event for children with autism and
Grenier an opportunity to raise awareness about their families.
homeless women veterans and the issues that face
themiand herself | earn mor eOnd&bpb 8 the QcaneCounty Amercan LéghFamily
| started my campaign, | had four of my friends i one held its eighth annual picnic with POAC for children
| 6d served with and iandtheyw wilth aktisnoand thea fdmilese A record attendance of
came forward and told me they had experienced home- over 680 autistic children and their families spent the
|l essness at one point. | hdaydeatimg jumming an inflithbkes, playing damigaly s b
well put together, well dressed, employed. They never games,winning prizes, having their picture taken with
let that show that they were in trouble or needed help  costumed characters like Mickey Mouse and Bluey and
or anything, which bl ew mtarriVams dharacters dressed up by the 501st Legion,
eating ice cream, interacting with firefighters, fire-
Grenier also is an advocate for raising awareness about trucks and police officers, listening to live music and
veteran suicide and sees a connection between The more. All at no-cost to the families.
American Legionds Be the One mission and how issues
such as homelessness and financial insecurity canplay i Every year that this event
into suicidal thoughts and actions. my heart, 0 Wingler sai d. .
teared up seeing the event that we've done because |
il n my homet owanderdig weihadg hugdn &now it's our Legion Family. It's what we do here in
increase in suicides, 0 s h®ceamCoanty. VileAbelieve in helding,iwe belNewesin f i r
distress, not having a job, not having a purpose. I lost what we do. 0
three people | served with during the course of the pan-

demic. The event is held at VFW Post 8867 in Brick, N.J., be-
cause it sits on over tiwo a

ASo, [ started having pe o folsafetyamndmas a pavilioratonfebd thefagnidids untdeo. o0 u

(Sherman Veterans Association)i especiallytoourVi- Al f t h er eo be & stuatiowwhere a kid would

etham-er a vets, 0 she said. i fkaspaoked or scared e they decideste rung tbenoply

in and talk about (suicideh)ing tbey'oroem gaosi nlg hadi © utrt

speaker come in ¢é all o f can'tget any further éhan thé ferices and thetorly vaay s )

started talking. They smeviaand but ef he prdperty ts theowgh the froot gaie
morse, that guilt. which is manned by (Legion Family) volunteers to
make sure nobody goes out tF
AWhen so much el se i s goi fogliabiity murpases, Vingler saiddP@ACqvidesahe s i |
come up. And itdéds how c anliabiitginsgraneev ent t hat ? We <can
give all the resources and informati on, but itos beir
the right place at t he r i Jhedayofceteierationtisagedtsany faraylin the stateh e |
with an autistic child, a reason the event has grown
New Jersey Legion Family from around 300 children its first year to 685. This

celebrates day for autistic childr en Yedar nis ! he fi et blme we
The American Legion | October 6, 2023 an . a o run 0 e s ore
tastic problem to have, It
When Nicholas Winglerds s was .di %nosed
with autism at age 5, he turned to the nonprofit Wlngler empha5|zed that the event is trulyf r the en-
tire family. AThe one thing

founded by Legionnaire Gary Weitzen, Parents of Au-
tistic Children (POAC), for guidance and resources.
i Wh e n vy o usrdiagndsedlasl being autistic, you

not solely for the autistic child. It's a day for the family
to be able to come out and enjoy the day together be-
cause there's not always a lot of venues where th
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autistic child and the neurotypical child can go and do  said, referring to the day of celebration for children

the same event and play together and do the same wi t h aut i s m. il al ways tell
thing. So we highly encourage that if you have anau- | 6 m t he man who had the.ibde
tistic child in your family and you're coming, that you |ltds because of the people
don't exclude your neurotypical child. We encourage come outanddoitist h e eason why we:i

have the ba

r
you to bring them as well io. I f |1 didnot
the event woul

gion Family,

OFree world defenseod
balance between U.S.

overextension, disengagement
Alan W. Dowd | October 5, 2023

The previous Landing Zone column discussed why, af-

ter decades marked by hyperactivity on the world

stage, America drifted into a period of disengagement.

Thi s mont hds col umn expl or
might make a new and better case for engagement by
embracing a nationa | security strate
Legiontownphoto | def ense. 0O

Kieran, who is now 20 and a Sons of The American Le- Morerestrained A nati onal security
gion life member, looks forward to the eventeveryyear wor | d defensedo would be pr
and calls it Adaddyo6s c ar wouldfacus 00 deféidinggén®aeracys retipldnting deMy s
absolutely loves it. He loves seeing the people heknow mocr acy . I n short, under a
through POAC. 0 fense, 0 the United States wo
' i beration of al l the worl
The funds for the picnic are raised every year through Woodrow Wilson declaredi n 1917, nor p
donations from American Legion posts, Auxiliary g o al of ending tyranny in

units, and Sons squadrons from Ocean County and George W. Bushdeclaredin 2005. Those are worthy
throughout New Jersey. fTlgoak,butss discussed irathe pregioue colmamndthayo r e
people see what vere said, eaddidgo isn gnpd yWdogbt have broad pub!|
that the Department of New Jersey commander, de-
tachment commander and Auxiliary presidentareal- Whi |l e a strategy of fAfree w
ways invited to the event hypdiattiity andohyperexiemrsiorp it evould rdgere p i
viting to see what's going on, they're just truly amazed America to stand with established and emerging de-
at what we're doing. o mocracies. The policies of President Harry Truman

and President Ronald Reagan serve as a helpful model
Any funds or food left over from putting on the picnic  here.
go to support the families of autistic children who are
financially in need. AWe Bremamtdidygydtabdooy diovipngnha
what we have, 0 Wingl er s amahy. But Néedid dupport Europeankdemoeraciesium-g | e
dime. Anything that's brought in, 100 percent of itgoes der assault from Moscow, launch NATO to defend the
directly to taking care of these kids and the event every community of transatlantic democracies, and support
single year. o0 fledgling democracies in Japan and West Germany.
For an event that was supposed to be oneand-done Li kewi se, Reagan didnodot dis
eight years ago but has remained thanks to the persis- democracy in Warsaw or Kabul. But he did welcome a
tence and dedication of the Ocean County Legion Fam- democratic Spain into NATO, supported South Korea,
ily, Wingler is lookin g forward to the ninth annual pic-  Taiwan and the Philippines as they walked the path
nic for children with autism next September, where he  from dictatorship to democracy, and shored up what
hopes to incorporate rides like spinning teacups and hecalledfit he i nfrastructure of
electronic rides. world.

ADuring the event every yE€awmadudinghhatmpronptng {he ideal of skeading thee i r
speeches, they al waydingegay mbtéacpeawass d oof cnoes, tol vy, t he
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follow the Truman -Reagan model in Iraq and Afghan-
istan or perhaps more ac
tience for an open-ended commitment to those broken
lands. Yet what followed the Iraq and Afghanistan
pull outs would highlight
terests are linked: Backstoppinglragbs de mocr
periment -- even one marred by corruption and low-
grade sectarian strife -- was far more manageable and
far less dangerous than uprooting thel s | a mi c
death-cult caliphate in the heart of the Middle East.
And | eaving Afghanistanos
tender mercies of the Taliban sent a terrible signal to
Xi and Putin.

Eric Lee

c engaged énlthe Jargest pdacdiite buildu ie histoty e

more than twice that. All the while, Beijing has been
p a
and Moscow has been engaged in a crusade to recon-
stitute the Russian Empire.

how Americaébés ideals and in.
As i we exnter what Henry Kiss
of a new Cold War, a strate
would shift toward Cold War -levels of investment in
tRetarmeddobces. The aim would be to deploy sufficient
military capability to deter war, not wage war. As Pres-
i déedgDiwnghdem®oseabpweéen
be mighty, ready for instant action, so that no potential
aggressor may be temptedtoriski t s own destr
Shifting to a Cold War defense posture will demand bi-
partisan cooperation and fiscal discipline. Fueled by
torrents of domestic spending, the annual deficit ap-
proaches $2 trillion; the national debt is a staggering
$32 trillion. Defense spending is not to blame for these
fiscal challenges. In fact, we could eliminate the entire
defense budget and turn the Pentagon into a mega
mall, and we would still face a budget deficit i and
woul dnét even put a dent i

tkp

Some will argue that investing more in deterrence is
costly. Theyodébre right. But
costly than deterringwari and t hat 6s wagi
of Afree

More sustained A strategy

_ would deliver a sustajned supply of defensive arms to
More prepared Underastrategy of fLin&k Semc‘ﬁ’:t%diei.d e -
fense, 0 America would not go nNnin search of monsters t

destroy, 0 to
mous phrase, but it would marshal and maintain the
resources necessary to deter the monsters. Truman did
exactly that, laying the groundwork for containment of
the Soviet empire and det
sive impulses. Reagan revived that proven peace

borrow Presi ¢gnle ey RHd " CHeAhd Meds

d &t
President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine observes.
Wh e n it os not , t h2822, rGemqginl t
2008, Korea 1950, Pearl Harbor 1941, Poland 1939,
ereeR6e1 Bl alMPaceyes. agegree-

to ensure that Taiwan, the Philippines, the Baltics,

through-st rengt h doctrine, reblidolaladdedi F@PStFEEEMHGRENbns
capabilities and reinvest gf i'n the free worldos grea
defender: the U.S. military.

) . Russiabds r amp agne remnihds asutgah U k
With an $886 billion defense budget planned for pejhing free nations harden their territory against in-
2024, it might look like America is fully funding its mil- vasion i which sometimes means deploying U.S.
itary. But looks can be deceiving. Undersized and over-  ¢,ceq as a deterrenti is wiser and less costly in the
stretched, the Army is trying to deter war in Europe 54 term than scrambling to help them try to claw it
with one-third the soldiers it deployed during the Cold 50k As Reagan declared Nor mandy Bt

War. Navy leadersreport they need 500+ ships; they
have 296. The Air Force isundermanned, under-
sizedand old. The awerage age of the B52 fleet is 60+.
With only 20 stealth bombers in service, just 14%of
the current bomber fleet would be able to penetrate
and survive a peer

The cause of these seffnflicted wounds: For more
than a decade, America has invested just over 3% of
GDP in defense. The average during the Cold War was

adver s adi¥finta, b'kdep the

be here, ready to protect the peace, than to take blind
shelter across the sea, rushing to respond only after
freedom is | ost. o

To preyent Taiwan from gaing the way of Hong Kong
g/fta whterfvays of the Saith
China Sea and the Persian Gulf and theArctic open, to
avoid a replay of 19381941, the free world must make
sustained investments in deterrent military strength.
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More partners A nfree worl d
would, by definition, enlist the entire free world to de-
ter the axis of autocracy. America cannot bear this bur-

d enéadquastered in tisetfree avorld. Y/ighout essential ma-

terials from Japan, South Korea, North America and
Europe, China cannot produce scores ofdual-use

den alone, and the American people have made it clear goods. The United States alonepossessesnore un-

that therebdbs no | onger antgppadoodtmham ORECH®Ss ee ouwndiri Ina df «
free-riders. with vast stores of natural gas Leveraging these ad-

vantages to defend the free world and weaken the axis

The free world is getting the message. of autocrats is a matter of will.

NATO held its largest-ever air exerciseslast June 2023 More cooperation and more clarity A national
and will hold its largest war gamessince theendofthe secur ity strategy of #nAfree

Cold War in February. Twenty-seven NATO allies have our allies and draw clear lines for our adversaries.
increased defense spending. Polandi the new center
of gravity in Europe 1 is devoting 4% of GDP to de- Washington is starting to do the former, as highlighted

fense. Germany is nearly doubling defense spending. by a growing list of new initiatives: the creation of AU-

Japan will soon boast thethird largest defense KUS, the modernization of the U.S.-Japan alliance,

budgeti n t he wor | d defe8se buddethas o theeeat@Bshment of the U.S-South Korea Nuclear

jumped 37% in recent year £onsuhative Group, the deedopndeidt ¥ith Tokyo and
Seoul of a Atril ateral Vi si

Moretools AFree worl d defensedemeamsalresiecuirgoyatchal | enge

i ng the findestgiallaser | d 6 s U.S.-Japan-ROK multidomain exercisesand U.S-
Philippines joint patrols , the elevation of

The bad news is that Amer itheQuadpartherdhip, the reinviganatiom sf NATOand b a s

is a shell of what it was before the fall of the Berlin reinforcementof NATOG& s e as,andtheharfdl a n k

Wall. Where dozens of defense contractors once served ening of strategic nodes key to defending the free world

as the arsenal of democracy, only ahandful remain. in Guam and on East China Seaslands, along the Su-

For example, the United States has justsevenNavy wa g k i ands a @round the Baltic basin,

shipyards. As retired Navy Capt. Jerry Hendrix re- in spaceand cyberspace

ports, AfOne of Chinadbds shipyards is so | arge that its ¢

pacity surpasses that of all U.S. shipbuilders com- Next, America and its free world allies must draw the

bined. 0o line against authoritarian aggression. A strategy prem-

The good news is that the Pentagon idfinalizing a new
finati onal defense indusd-r
thorizin g new munitions -acquisition funds, multiyear
contracting to incentivize arms manufacturers to make
long-term investments, fresh funding for munitions
production, and new resourcesto replenish key weap-
ons systems. U.S. and allied nations are collaborating
on joint weapons production . NATO members are
streamlining purchasing cooperation and mitigating
supply-chain constraints; some European arms manu-
facturers are evenmerging to boost production.

The investments are starting to pay dividends: U.S. in-
dustry is increasing artillery shell production from
14,000 a mont h before Pu
month by 2025 i and 85,000 per month by 2028. Ger-
many has quadrupled tank-shell production to
240,000 rounds per year. Sweden isguadrupling pro-
duction of NLAW anti -tank systems.

A policy of nfree worl d
more than defense cagabilities. Nineteen of the 20
largest tech companies are headquartered in the free
world. Eight of the 10 largest 5G providers are

ised on fifree world defense:
and deed that Moscow wono6t
bBabdeatrampgyep tCChagrBeisj i sg
a new empire, thatthisaxisofaut ocracy wonbod
mitted to roll back free government.

AFree world defensed is not
happy medium between fiendi ng
and Afocusi-bhgi obdi mgt heémed at
a framework for explaining and unde rstanding na-

tional security in this dangerous new era.

Sen. Hawley says he will block Army
civilian promotions over

t i nkoost Lgpnard Wgod pgusing o er

Svetlana Shkolnikova/Stars and Stripes | October 6, 2023

Republican Sen. Josh Hawley of Missouri said Thurs-
day that he will put a hold on Army civilian nomina-
tions that require Senate approval until the service ear-

\'E/i‘vagé‘ig &4% nillign fog, ey hqyising, af Faftd-gogard 5 ¢
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Hawley informed Army Secretary Christine Wormuth
of his intentions in a letter, writing he was left wit h no
other choice after years of pressing the Army to replace
aging homes atthe 83year-ol d garri son
Ozark Mountain region.

The

Ar my 6 s t o

ceptabl e,

inability
c and | wi ||
i The esanddamilies at Fort Leonard Wood de-
serve better, and it is your responsibility to deliver for
t hem. o

n
a

Hawl ey6s hold would
plus senior military officer nominees being blocked
from promotion by Sen. Tommy Tuberville , R-Ala. Tu-
berville is preventing the Senate from proceeding with
unanimous confirmation votes on groups of nominees
due to the Pentagonés

The Senate | ast month
by confirming top nominees for the Joint Chiefs of
Staff one by one.

Hawley said he is instituting his hold because Army
leaders did not keep their promises to spend $41.4 mil-
lion on improving Fort Leonard Wood housing in fiscal
2023, which ended Sept. 30. The Army has identified
1,142 family homes at the post that require repair,
Hawley said.

U.S. Army photo

He accused Wormuth of offering her commitment to
the expenditure months ago and failing to produce a
housing replacement plan. Hawley said the Army told
his office no funds will be available for the project until
Dec. 15 at the earliest.

now come and gone and given your record | have real

doubts that Fort Leonard Wood will receive this invest-
ment before the end of the
in Missouri os

The Army said it would not comment on correspond-

ence between a member of Congress and Wormuth.

me et its own deadlines is wu

wafi T he os elcornegtearr,y0 wHd wl ey swromtde

as appropriate, 0 an Ar my

sp

Hawley would be the latest senator to leverage the Sen-
ateds pr oces smiltay nommeesntb der mi n

add - Amantdypolicy chariges iaral extracttcamcessibng frord e

Pentagon.

In 2020, Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D -lll., put a hold on
1,000 military nominees until the Pentagon provided

a b o agsuramaes Lla €a. Alexandgr ¥ihdmaniweuwd. not be

blocked from a promotion due to his testimony against

b y p fosneredPresidént DoaaldvTiuing. lded twold kadted vk a d e

weeks.

Tuberville announced his block on senior general and
flag officer promotions in February. Eight months
later, he continues to insist he will only lift his ho Id af-
ter the Pentagon rescinds a policy that ensures service
member access to abortions and other reproductive
health care.

Proud Possessors
of a Priceless Heritage

AfiBeyond your inability to even produce your plan, wha

investment you have promised has now failed to mate-

rialize, o Hawley wrote to Wor muth. AfiThe deadline has
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