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An urgent message 

about coronavirus 

 
 
Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 

 

The enemy we are facing isn’t hiding in the bush. 

Nor has it buried a roadside bomb unbeknownst 

to us. Yet the enemy is just as dangerous and 

deadly. 

 

The coronavirus has been classified as a pandem-

ic by the World Health Organization. The number 

of people who will test positive for the potentially 

fatal COVID-19 remains unknown, but there are 

steps we can take, and must take, to protect 

ourselves and help our fellow veterans and citi-

zens. 

 

I encourage you to use extreme caution and ad-

here to the best practices put forth by the health 

experts. Namely properly wash your hands fre-

quently, use antibacterial rubs and practice “so-

cial distancing.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronavirus is particularly dangerous for those 

over the age of 50 who contract it so please be 

cognizant of the risks when planning post ac-

tivities and functions. 

 

At the same time, this is an excellent opportunity 

to perform Buddy Checks. Check in with older 

veterans in your communities to make sure they 

have the supplies they need, are feeling healthy 

and help them acquire the resources they need. 

Of course, Buddy Checks can be done with phone 

calls and emails so as not to risk spreading or 

contracting coronavirus. 

 

The coronavirus situation will be changing rapidly 

so we have to be nimble in our approach to serv-

ing our communities, states and nation. Among 

the best resources to follow are the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (cdc.gov) and the 

World Health Organization (who.int). 

 

Let’s also keep our thoughts and prayers with our 

servicemembers especially those overseas, our 

National Guardsmen, first responders and others 

who will be taxed in coming months. They need 

our support now more than ever. 

 

We have faced down enemies, foreign and do-

mestic, throughout our nation’s history. While 

this threat is ominous, we will once again work 

together to overcome it. 

 

 
James W. “Bill” Oxford 

National Commander 

 

http://www.legionemail.com/t/39206263/975719913/83509775/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDIxMzIwX0NN&x=c62d0749
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39206263/975719913/83509775/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDIxMzIwX0NN&x=c62d0749
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39206263/975719913/83209787/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDIxMzIwX0NN&x=1ec1082b
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Gentlemen, 
 
Spring is in the air.  The weather is getting nicer.  
It’s warmer.  We are outside more.  Flowers are 
blooming.  I don’t know about you, but I am ready 
for the change in seasons! 
 
As the seasons change, so do our routines.  The kids 
have practice, we go for ice cream, the patio at the 
Canteen is open again.  What routine are you in for 
membership?  Is it the same old-same old, or do 
you do tings differently when the weather changes?  
If not, can you? 
 

With warmer weather, we 
may begin to see some famil-
iar faces we have not seen 
since last fall.  When we see 
those friends and members, 
let’s make sure that they have 

a 2020 membership card.  Remind them that we 
are going to try to get people to pay their dues in 
July rather than wait.  Tell them how important 
their membership is, get them involved, and make 
sure they know they are valuable to Sons of The 
American Legion. 
 
Speaking of July, we will have a very aggressive 
Membership Challenge for the 2020-2021 year, and 
it all begins when the cards arrive in the mail.  It 
gets even tougher for August and the National Con-
vention and continue throughout the year and we 
meet quota+.  This will be part of changing the 
mindset and culture of how and when we pay our 
dues.  As we get closer, I will let everyone know my 
plans.  In the meantime, please begin to think about 
how you will get your members convinced that they 
need to pay their dues in July. 
 
Once you have your ideas, please send them to me 
so we can share here.  It will be a TEAM EFFORT to 
reach our Central Region Challenge Dates.  Who’s 
next?   
 

 
 
The Central Region remains in Third Place 
nationally as of March 11, 2020 with 
84.273%.  Keep up the outstanding work! 
 

Congratulations the Detachment of Wisconsin 
(95.326%) passing the both the April 1 Central Re-
gion Challenge Date of 95% and the April 8 Nation-
al Target Date of 90%.  Congratulations also goes 
out to the Detachment of Iowa (93.783%) for pass-
ing the April 1 National Target of 90%, and to the 
Detachments of Ohio (86.815%), Minnesota 
(85.827%), Illinois (84.456%), Indiana (82.715%) 
and Michigan (82.012%) for reaching the National 
Target date of 80% on March 11. Keep it up!  
Who’s next? 
 

 
 
The Central Region dropped into Second 
Place as of the March 9, 2020 Renewal Re-
port.  This number represents 75.91%.  Let’s 
get out there and regain first place!  Who’s 
next? 
 
On Thursday. March 12, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine 
suspended school for all Ohio students in grades K-
12 due to COVID-19, the Wuhan Coronavirus.  
School is scheduled to resume Monday, April 6, but 
that is a fluid date as the suspension could be sus-
pended. 
 
Many students across the state will be spending 
time at home with parents, who may be completely 
overwhelmed with what to do.  In my school dis-
trict, assignments are being sent home, and dis-
tance students will participate in online learning.  
We will do what we can over the next month and 
see how it all plays out.  Other states have also can-
celed classes, with more to follow. 
 
Something we will be working on in “Jeff’s Class-
room” will be my sons Kenneth and Phillip will be 
working on their 5 Star Program of Service and The 
10 Ideals Program.  They will also be assisting me 
with my plans for the 2020 Memorial Day Proces-
sional Parade and Ceremonies in Poland, Ohio.  
This is an unfortunate situation, but a great oppor-
tunity not only for my sons, but for Sons not in 
school across the country to learn these important 
programs of Sons of The American Legion.  If our 
youth is our future, let’s get started now and take 
advantage of our situation before it becomes a lost 
opportunity.  Here is a related article from the Na-
tional Americanism Commission: 
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Sons of The American Legion 
10 Ideals and 5 Star Programs 

 

10 Ideals: This program is designed to help us bet-
ter understand what true Americanism is and give 
us a better working knowledge of leadership skills. 
Programs like this cover many important and some-
times forgotten ideals and skills such as Patriotism, 
Health, Knowledge, Training, Honor, Faith, Helpful-
ness, Courtesy, Reverence, and Comradeship. This is 
not just a program for our youth, adults will also 
benefit from participation in this program. At this 
time your Americanism Commission is working hard 
to bring the 10 Ideals into an electronic format. Due 
to the fact that most youth of today are more in 
tune with electronic media. Having the program in 
this format should hopefully assist with more youth 
participation. 
 
The 5 Star: Program teaches you how to demon-
strate a working knowledge of; Patriotism; history 
of the flag, proper display, and proper respect to it. 
Citizenship; participation in community events and 
having a working knowledge of the qualities of a 
good citizen. Discipline; respect for rules and obedi-
ence to them. Also noted are Leadership; principle 
requirements of being a good leader. And Legion-
ism; thoroughly understands the ritualistic work-
ings and the programs and activities for the Sons of 
The American Legion. Please be aware that this 
program can be completed one section at a time 
and individual awards can be given for each of the 
five categories. After completing all five points the 
5 Star Medal can be presented to the graduate.  
 
Our education system today lacks the dissemina-
tion of materials that many of us older members 
were taught in school years ago. This lack of relay-
ing information is due to the continuing concern for 
political correctness. The 10 Ideals and the 5 Star 
programs importance are greater than they ever 
have been before because of these changes. Today 
it is our responsibility as members of the Sons of 
The American Legion to train our youth in the im-
portance and values these programs offer before 
they are lost. Every S.A.L. member should consider 
completing these very important and educational 

programs so that the knowledge noted within the 
materials continues “full steam ahead” for our fu-
ture youth. 
 

• Please Note: After successfully completing each 
program the awards mentioned above are 
available through American Legion Emblem 
Sales.  

 
Ernie Laberge 
National Americanism Commission 2019-2021 
Past Commander 2017-2019 
Detachment of Massachusetts 
 
"Serving those that served, full steam ahead!"      
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact either 
NVC Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with any-
thing. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com


4 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up – March 15, 2020 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

#SALSTRONG 
 

 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

April 8, 2020 

90% 
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Detachment Membership Standings 
as of March 11, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI*^ 3,744 3,642 97.276% 

IA+* 4,375 4,103 93.783% 

OH+ 31,133 27,028 86.815% 

MN+ 11,748 10,083 85.827% 

IL+ 14,546 12,285 84.456% 

IN+ 39,364 32,560 82.715% 

MI+ 24,083 19,751 82.012% 

MO 3,705 2,376 61.130% 

TOTALS+ 132,698 111,828 84.273% 
+ = Met March 11 National Target of 80% 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 
^ = Met April 1 Central Region Challenge of 95% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of March 11, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern+ 42,763 37,110 86.781% 

Western+ 26,395 22,349 84.671% 

Central+ 132,698 111,828 84.273% 

Midwest+ 30,366 25,308 83.343% 

Eastern+ 146,273 121,361 82.969% 

TOTALS+ 378,495 311,958 82.241% 
+ = Met March 11 National Target of 80% 

 
17,205 ahead of last year 

 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of March 9, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 3,626 81.45% 

OH 30,456 24,443 80.26% 

WI 3,945 3,124 79.19% 

MN 11,565 9,023 78.02% 

IL 14,431 11,158 77.32% 

IN 38,876 29,117 74.90% 

MI 24,126 17,028 70.58% 

MO 3,485 2,183 62.64% 

TOTALS 131,336 99,702 75.91% 
 
 

 
National Renewal Rates 

as of March 3, 2020 
 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Eastern 144,840 110,063 75.97% 

Central 131,317 99,702 75.91% 

Midwest 29,920 22,112 73.89% 

Southern 42,858 31,418 73.27% 

Western 26,524 18,428 69.46% 

TOTALS 375,540 273,481 72.82% 

 
 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90%  ✓ 
APRIL 1   95% 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 
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Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition ✓ Thanks 
Illinois  February 2 edition ✓ Thanks 
Missouri February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition 
Michigan February 23 edition ✓ Thanks 
Indiana March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition 
Minnesota March 15 edition 

 

 

 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
Online Meeting 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds 
its monthly Conference Calls on the third 
Tuesday of each month.  It is important that 
we get the message out to as many Mem-
bership Chairmen as possible.  Please share 
this with your District and Squadron leader-
ship and ask them to join us. 

 
 

 
 
 

WHO’S 

NEXT? 

Fellow Sons: 
 
April is American Legion Children & Youth Month! 
 
This Spring we are trying to build Grassroots momen-
tum for the Sons by asking all SAL Squadrons to host an 
event in support of ANY one of the American Legion 
Children & Youth Programs.   
 
In addition to hosting an event, we're asking Squadrons 
to publicize that event and use it to bring new people 
into the American Legion Family  
 
Towards that end we are forwarding 4 documents: 

• A message to Squadron & Detachment Com-
manders asking them to host and publicize a 
local event 

• Promotional Info on the CWF 
• Promotional Info on the NEF 
• Promotional Info on the Veterans & Children 

Fund (Formerly the AL Endowment Fund) 

 
Note: We're encouraging Squadrons to support ANY 
American Legion Children & Youth Program of their 
choosing, but we are providing some info on 3 pro-
grams which we are highlighting.  The CWF, The NEF 
and The Veterans & Children's Fund.  The documents 
are in word format so Squadrons/Counties Detach-
ments etc... can customize / borrow as needed. 
 
If anyone, any region or Detachment would like more 
info, or help, please feel free to contact me or any 
members of the Children & Youth Committee 
 
Bill Clancy, Detachment of New York 
212.729.8291 
bill@urbanupkeep.com 
 
Philip Shipley, Detachment of Illinois 
217.417.9799 
Filup54@gmail.com 
 
John Lawrence, Detachment of Louisiana 
504.884.0460 
1964m20e@gmail.com 
 
James Noble, Detachment of New Jersey 
973.332.6616 
pdcnj19@aol.com 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
mailto:bill@urbanupkeep.com
mailto:Filup54@gmail.com
mailto:1964m20e@gmail.com
mailto:pdcnj19@aol.com
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Christopher Sherman, Detachment of Wisconsin 
262.352.6902 
shermhunter@gmail.com 
  
With Thanks & Great Enthusiasm! 
 
Bill Clancy 
National Children & Youth Committee 
 
"Serving Those Who Served - Full Steam Ahead" 

 
To:    All Squadron Commanders 

All Detachment Commanders 
 

From: The Sons of The American Legion 

National Children & Youth Committee  
 

Re:  Doing Great Things for Kids 

April is American Legion 

Children & Youth Month 
 

Commanders: 
• April is “American Legion Children & Youth Month” 

• We’re encouraging every one of our 6,100+ Squad-

rons to host a youth-oriented event in support of 

one of the American Legion Children & Youth pro-

grams 

• Publicize it locally - invite the public – Let them 

know what the Sons of The American Legion is all 

about - and all we do for Kids 

• MAKE SURE – the youngest members of your 

squadron (Your Kids) are involved in running your 

event – Give them an outsized role or tasks to own 

• Find Young Veterans with Kids and invite them into 

the Legion Family 

• Use this event to Pump up your guys up about being 

Sons, get new members - get inactive members 

back in the door with an added reason to belong  

• Show the public that the SAL is helping kids who are 

the Leaders of Tomorrow 

• Make Sure Everyone Involved Has FUN! 

 

We encourage support of ANY of the American Legion 

Children & Youth Programs but we’re highlighting 3 Le-

gion Youth Programs which the Sons Support National-

ly. 

• The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation 

• The American Legion National Emergency Fund 

• The American Legion Veterans & Children’s Founda-

tion 

• Host Your Squadron C&Y Event and Carry on For 

God & Country! 

 

With Thanks & Huge Encouragement! 

The Sons of the American Legion 

National Children & Youth Committee 

 

 
 
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) 
was Established in 1954, to aid the betterment of kids in 
America. The First donor was American Legion Arkansas 
State Commander Dr. Garland Murphy, Jr. who donated 
10,000 acres of oil-rich land in Montana and North Da-
kota. In return, Murphy asks that proceeds from the 
contribution be used solely to serve children.  
  
Since then the CWF has given out over $17 Million to 
youth-oriented charities. 
 
The Sons of The American Legion is the largest Contrib-
utor to the CWF. 
 
▪ The Sons of the American Legion is the largest Con-

tributor to the CWF 
▪ Last year nationally, the Sons (SAL) donated 

$427,000+ to the CWF 
▪ Lifetime donations to CWF by the Sons, surpassed 

$8.2 million in 2019. 
▪ The SAL, 2020 CWF Fundraising Goal is $1.35 per 

member or $500,000 
▪ The Sons of the American Legion & The Child Wel-

fare Foundation (CWF) 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:shermhunter@gmail.com
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What can you do to help? 
 
▪ Have your squadron host a vibrant and fun fund-

raiser for the CWF! 
▪ Publicize your event with local press 
▪ Use the excitement of a FUN Sons Event to Get New 

Members Involved! 
▪ Invite Guests & The Public to your event, let them 

have fun and learn what the Sons of The American 
Legion, and The American Legion Family is about! 

▪ Welcome children, youth and particularly Young 
Veterans with Families into your post to take part 
and help The American Legion Family as it carries on 
teaching future generations about Service to Com-
munity State and Nation 

▪ Help Kids by Helping the Sons of The American Le-
gion Raise Funds for The American Legion Child 
Welfare Foundation! 

▪ Continue to Carry on For God & Country! 
 
In 2020, the American Legion Child Welfare Founda-
tion awarded $811,282 to 24 nonprofit organizations.  
The Following is a snapshot of Each Award: 
 
▪ Adoption Exchange Association of Linthicum, MD, 

was awarded $18,947 for their project, "Every Child 
Deserves a Family." 

▪ American Legion Auxiliary of Indianapolis, IN, was 
awarded $1,843 for their project, "American Legion 
Auxiliary Juniors Indivisible Project". This project 
will purchase the "Indivisible" books to teach junior 
members about the American Flag 

▪ American Legion Auxiliary of Indianapolis, IN, was 
awarded $120,500 for their project, "American Le-
gion Auxiliary National Youth Programs Scholar-
ships." 

▪ Childhood Leukemia Foundation of Brick, NJ, was 
awarded $29,700 for their project, "Hope Binder." 
This project will offer resources to help families 
begin to feel a degree of control over their circum-
stances 

▪ Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation of 
Pittsburgh, PA, was awarded $30,000 for their pro-
ject, "Teach for the Starz(l); This project will create 
an online portal of resources for children and their 
families who have received a liver transplant.  

▪ Cornelia De Lange Syndrome Foundation of Avon, 
CT, was awarded $21,258 for their project, "Parent 
Resources and Handbook for Children with Cornelia 
de Lange Syndrome." 

▪ CureSearch for Children's Cancer of Bethesda, MD, 
was awarded $33,000 for their project, "Supporting 

American Families Facing a Pediatric Cancer Diagno-
sis." This will fund the creation of a CancerCare mo-
bile app which will allow parents to track the treat-
ment plans for their children.  It will also provide an 
Ella Barbie doll to help children better understand 
hair loss 

▪ Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance of Chica-
go, IL was awarded $25,000 for their project, "Men-
tal Health Education and Wellness Tools for Chil-
dren and Youth." This will create an online database 
of resources for children and youth who suffer from 
mood disorders and promoting this awareness dur-
ing the national marketing campaign 

▪ Gratitude Initiative of Red Oak, TX, was awarded 
$10,500 for their project, "Gratitude Initiative Pro-
motional Materials for US Army IMCOM." This pro-
ject will create a webinar to help children of Army 
families prepare for the transition into college. 

▪ Lifeline Pilots of Peoria, IL, was awarded $25,000 
for their project, "No Cost Air Transportation for 
Medically Fragile Kids. This project will fund air 
transportation for children who are receiving 
treatment outside their local area. 

▪ Marc Apodace Jr. Children's Glioma Cancer Foun-
dation of Thornton, CO, was awarded $8,540 for 
their, "Educational iPad Program." to fund iPad & 
software for kids with cancer who have lost the abil-
ity to communicate with family and their doctors. 

▪ National Braille Press of Boston, MA, was awarded 
$19,725 for their project, "ReadBooks!." This grant 
will fund resource books for parents with visually 
impaired children to introduce their children to 
Braille as an effective method of reading and writ-
ing and help encourage parents to learn Braille to 
help their children 

▪ National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
of Alexandria, VA, was awarded $12,839 for their 
project, "Reconnecting with Your Child: Building Re-
lationships after Suspected Sexual Exploitation." 
This grant will fund the production and distribution 
of information on how to reconnect with someone 
who has suffered sexual exploitation. 

▪ National Hemophilia Foundation. of NY, NY was 
awarded $19,200 for their project, "Navigating life 
with a Rare Bleeding Disorder." This will create both 
a kid friendly and parent guide to help them under-
stand their diagnosis while explaining what comes 
next.  

▪ Patient Airlift Services of Farmingdale, New York, 
was awarded $46,190 for their project, "PALS Out-
reach for Children's Health and Welfare." This grant 
will fund the printing and distribution of materials 
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to increase awareness of their services to families of 
children in need of treatment outside their local ar-
ea, while also recruiting new pilots. 

▪ Seedlings Braille Books for Children of Livonia, MI 
was awarded $5,000 for their project "Braille Books 
For Blind Children Ages 6 and older."  This grant will 
provide braille books to those children who are vis-
ually impaired over the age of six.  

▪ Songs of Love of Forest Hills, NY was awarded 
$25,000 for the project " Songs of Love Outreach 
Project.". This will fund profile forms and song re-
quest forms that will create personalized songs for 
seriously ill children up to the age of 21 with no 
charge to them. 

▪ Sportsman Alliance Foundation of Columbus, OH, 
was awarded $20,000 for their project "Heritage 
Hunting and Fishing Project." This grant will expose 
5,000 youth to hands on training and real-life out-
door experience in hunting and fishing, while teach-
ing them safety, wildlife conservation.   

▪ Talk about Curing Autism of Irvine, CA was awarded 
$21,540 for their project "Autism Journey Guides 
and Educational Materials." This grant will print and 
distributed 4,000 copies of their recently updated 
"Autism Journey Guide" and educational infor-
mation to families who have recently been diag-
nosed with Autism. 

▪ The American Legion National Headquarters of 
Indianapolis, IN, was awarded $54,500 for the 
"2020 American Legion National Youth Programs 
Scholarships." This grant will provide academic 
scholarships to the following youth programs: Boys 
Nation, Junior Shooting Sports, Baseball and Eagle 
Scout of the Year.  

▪ The American Legion National Headquarters of 
Indianapolis, IN was awarded $75,000 for their pro-
ject "The American Legion Temporary Financial As-
sistance Program-2020."  This grant will provide 
temporary financial assistance to children of veter-
an's in need of shelter, food, utilities and clothing.   

▪ The American Legion National Headquarters of 
Indianapolis, Indiana was awarded $188,000 for 
their project "The American Legion National Ora-
torical Contest-2020."  This grant will provide 
scholarships for youth competing in the 2020 Amer-
ican Legion Oratorical Contest 

 
Help Kids by Helping the Sons of the American Legion 
Meet their $500,000 Child Welfare Foundation Fund-
raising Goal.  Host an Event At your Squadron and Con-
tinue to Carry on For God & Country! 
 

 
 

The American Legion National Emergency Fund (NEF) 
The National Emergency Fund (NEF) was created in re-
sponse to Hurricane Hugo in 1989, has provided more 
than $8 million in direct financial assistance to American 
Legion Family members and posts. By providing this 
emergency funding, NEF has prevented damaged posts 
from closing and enabled American Legion Family 
members to recover from tragedy. 
 
NEF helps those affected by well-known disasters such 
as Hurricane Katrina and Superstorm Sandy and lesser-
publicized tragedies such as flooding in South Dakota or 
Illinois, or wildfires in the southwest. 
 
The fund provides up to $3,000 for qualified Legion 
Family members and up to $10,000 for posts. 
 
The Sons (SAL) Actively Supports the National Emergen-
cy Fund (NEF) and raised over $102,000 for the NEF in 
2019. 
 
What can you do to help? 
▪ Have your squadron host a vibrant and fun fund-

raiser for the National Emergency Fund (NEF) 
▪ Publicize your event with local press 
▪ Invite Guests & The Public to your event, let them 

have fun and learn what the Sons of The American 
Legion, and The American Legion Family is about! 

▪ Use the excitement of a FUN Sons Event to Get New 
Members Involved! 

▪ Welcome children, youth and particularly Young 
Veterans with Families into your post to take part 
and help The SAL and The American Legion Family 
as it carries on teaching future generations about 
Service to Community State and Nation 

▪ Help Kids and Families by Helping the Sons of the 
American Legion Raise Funds for the American Le-
gion National Emergency Fund! 

▪ Continue to Carry on For God & Country! 
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The American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation 
Since its creation in 1925, The American Legion Veter-
ans & Children Foundation has delivered over $30 mil-
lion in financial assistance for disabled veterans, military 
families and young people who lost parents in service to 
our nation. Income from the foundation investments is 
used to fund Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation programs 
and Temporary Financial Assistance, which provides 
funds to minor children of active duty or American Le-
gion members. 
 
The Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Actively Supports 
The American Legion Veterans and Children’s Founda-
tion. 
 
What can you do to help? 
 
▪ Have your squadron host a vibrant and fun fund-

raiser for the Veterans & Children’s Foundation 
▪ Publicize your event with local press 
▪ Use the excitement of a FUN Sons Event to Get New 

Members Involved! 
▪ Invite Guests & The Public to your event, let them 

have fun and learn what the Sons of The American 
Legion, and The American Legion Family is about! 

▪ Welcome children, youth and particularly Young 
Veterans with Families into your post to take part 
and help The American Legion Family as it carries on 
teaching future generations about Service to Com-
munity State and Nation 

▪ Help Kids by Helping the Sons of The American Le-
gion Raise Funds for The American Legion Veterans 
& Children’s Foundation! 

▪ Continue to Carry on For God & Country! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The American Legion passed Resolution 18 during their 
Spring Meetings in May 2019 that calls for Buddy 
Checks to be conducted Legion-wide on the weeks of 
The American Legion's birthday, March 15, and Veter-
ans Day. 
 
The idea is to reconnect with veterans who may need 
assistance but don't know where to go or who to ask. 
These contacts may be made by a personal visit, phone 
or email, or a combination. The important part is to 
reach out to veterans in your community to let them 
know you care and can provide whatever assistance 
they may need. It's what we do for our battle buddies. 
 
Commander Bolt has requested that the Sons of The 
American Legion join in on the Buddy Check and what 
better time to help us raise our renewal numbers and 
get us closer to that 400,000 goal! 
 
Divide up a call list. Some may have personal connec-
tions with the member or the former member and 
should make that particular buddy check. 
 
Start making connections – either from a quiet place 
inside the post or from your home – to see how the 
members and former members are doing, ask if they 
need anything and invite them to any event or activity 
planned to help celebrate the Legion’s birthday or Vet-
erans Day. 
 
Make sure you thank the member or former mem-
ber in the beginning and at the end of your call. 
 
If the member or former member wishes to renew, be 
sure to have your squadron’s payment procedure at 
your fingertips, the address to send a check or offer to 
stop by in person to pick it up (another opportunity to 
connect). 
Leave contact information in case the member or for-
mer member can’t take the call or needs anything in the 
future. 
 
For further information, sample scripts, and FAQs 
please visit the Legion's Website 
at www.legion.org/membership/buddycheck. 
 

https://legion.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8af0262d230c80a4b21e7a38&id=b080531430&e=9e5f0ea7be
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REGISTRATION DEADLINE MARCH 20 
 

 
 

 

Here is latest update on the upcoming Na-
tional Commander’s Homecoming:  IT’S 
STILL ON! While we are following the 
COVID-19 virus very closely we are very 
hopeful that we can still all get together and 
celebrate Clint’s great year! We are still a 
little over 30 days out and with all the can-
celations over the next two weeks, hopeful-
ly things will start to improve rapidly. I have 
been in contact with Hotel and have been 
assured that everything will be clean and 
safe for all. We know making travel ar-
rangements is important and things seem 
to be changing daily. With all the precau-
tions taking place now, that should clear the 
way for safe and healthy travel next month.  
If you haven’t done so yet, please get your 
registration packet in the mail and drop me 
a line letting me know your intensions. If for 
any reason we have to cancel at last minute 
I will let everyone know and everyone will 
get a full refund for all monies sent to me.   
Looking forward to seeing all next month! 
 
Thanks, Steve Gower 
 

Steve Gower 
Sons of The American Legion 
National Internal Affairs Commission 
Stevegower@cox.net 
757-348-4642 
“Serving Those Who Served…Full Steam Ahead” 
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