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Gentlemen, 
 
When we look back on our year so far, what can we 
say about it?  How many new members does your 
Squadron have?  What is your renewal rate?  What 
programs have you been involved in?  What have 
you done in your community? 
 
The answers to these questions lie within our mem-
bership and how active everyone is.  The answers 
lie with each member’s preference to Sons of The 
American Legion programs and what they do to 
promote them.  The answers lie in the leadership as 
the year progresses. 
 
Each year, members, Squadrons, Districts, and De-
tachments come up with new ways to support our 
organization, and how to retain and increase mem-
bership.  Please share what you do, help make the 
entire organization better, use your skills and let us 
learn from you.  Who’s next?   
 
 
We are only a few short days away from the Nation-
al Challenge Date of 80% on March 11.  Please make 
sure you have everything turned in or submitted 
through MySAL before this deadline.  We have nu-
merous Detachments in the Central Region who 
have already passed this target and are well past the 
next target of 90%.  This shows hard work and ded-
ication to our membership program.  Let’s keep up 
the great work! 
 
We also need to continue to work toward hitting 
National Commander Clint Bolt’s goal of reaching 
95% renewal rate by the National Convention. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are now “on the clock” for 
the next Central Region Chal-
lenge of 95% by April 1.  Wis-
consin has already passed 
this mark, with Iowa right 
behind.  It is very possible 

that our entire region can be at or above 95% on 
April 1.  To make this happen, Doc and I need eve-
ryone’s help.  Get out there and get your renewals 
taken care of.  Don’t hold cards.  Get your member-
ship turned in or transmit them via MySAL.  Let’s 
take the lead nationally and show everyone what 
the Central Region can do!  Who’s next?   
 

 
 
The Central Region remains in Third Place 
nationally as of March 5, 2020.  Keep up the 
outstanding work! 
 

Congratulations the 
Detachment of Wis-
consin (95.326%) 
passing the both the 
April 1 Central Re-
gion Challenge Date 

of 95% and the April 8 National Target Date of 
90%.  Keep it up!  Who’s next? 
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The Central Region continues to hold First 
Place as of the March 2, 2020 Renewal Re-
port.  This number represents 74.48%.  Out-
standing! 
 

With the Washington Legisla-
tive Conference, District Con-
ferences, and other events, 
please don’t be shy about shar-
ing your story.  Please send in 
pictures of wreath laying cere-
monies, installations, and oth-
er events.  Let’s brag to the na-
tion and show everyone what 

we have going on in the Central Region.  Who’s 
next? 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact either 
Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

#SALSTRONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

April 8, 2020 

90% 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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Detachment Membership Standings 
as of March 5, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI*^ 3,744 3,569 95.326% 

IA* 4,375 4,082 93.303% 

OH 31,133 26,165 84.043% 

IL 14,546 12,157 83.576% 

MN 11,748 9,693 82.508% 

IN 39,364 31,912 81.069% 

MI 24,083 19,511 81.016& 

MO 3,705 2,381 64.264% 

TOTALS 132,698 109,470 82.496% 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 
^ = Met April 1 Central Region Challenge of 95% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of March 5, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern 42,763 36,608 85.607% 

Western 26,395 31,805 82.610% 

Central 132,698 109,470 82.496% 

Midwest 30,366 25,043 82.471% 

Eastern 146,273 119,032 81.377% 

TOTALS 378,495 311,958 82.241% 
* = Met April 8 National Target of 90% 

 
15,436 ahead of last year 

 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of March 3, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

IA 4,452 3,599 80.84% 

OH 30,456 24,339 79.92% 

WI 3,945 3,107 78.76% 

MN 11,565 8,981 77.66% 

IL 14,431 10,909 75.59% 

IN 38,876 28,605 73.58% 

MI 24,126 16,306 67.59% 

MO 3,485 1,972 56.59% 

TOTALS 131,336 97,818 74.48% 
 
 

 
National Renewal Rates 

as of March 3, 2020 
 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 97,818 74.48% 

Eastern 144,840 105,390 72.75% 

Midwest 29,920 21,572 72.08% 

Southern 42,858 30,661 71.51% 

Western 26,524 18,040 68.00% 

TOTALS 375,540 273,481 72.82% 

 
 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90%  ✓ 
APRIL 1   95% 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 
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Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition ✓ Thanks 
Illinois  February 2 edition ✓ Thanks 
Missouri February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition 
Michigan February 23 edition ✓ Thanks 
Indiana March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition 
Minnesota March 15 edition 

 

 

 

Membership Committee Call 
6:00 PM MST 

Call in # (515) 604-9644        Access Code:  889133 
Online Meeting 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr 
 
The National Membership Committee holds 
its monthly Conference Calls on the third 
Tuesday of each month.  It is important that 
we get the message out to as many Mem-
bership Chairmen as possible.  Please share 
this with your District and Squadron leader-
ship and ask them to join us. 

 
 

 
 

Detachment Adjutants, 
  
It’s requested that this communication be sent because 
the operation center has been fielding calls regarding 
the processing of online memberships. 
  
Below is a clarification from the operations center relat-
ing to mysal.org. Please share this information with 
your Squadrons. 
  
Thank you for helping put out the word for mySAL.  
However, I would like to clarify a couple of things. 

Not all departments have access to the Membership 
Processing tool at this time.  
 
1. The first transmittal takes approximately 9 -11 days 

to process.  Not 15 
2. After the first transmittal it takes 7 business days 

or 9 days to process, not 5. 
  
Our procedure for setting up Departments for member-
ship processing: 
 
1. Justin has contacted the departments for reply to 

activate.  We must hear from the Department Adju-
tant for approval.  

2. Once approved, we send out an email to all Squad-
ron Adjutants letting them know it is activated with 
instructions on how to use the tool. 

  
Justin is going to do a follow up to all the Department 
Adjutants that have not responded for permission to 
activate SAL online membership processing.  Hopefully 
we can get that handful to reply.  

• Do not have SAL Squadron Processing:  CO, DC, 
IL, ME, MS, MO, MX, NV, NJ, PI, RI, UT, VA, WV. 

• Do not have LGN Post Membership Processing:  
CO, MX, VA 

  
Should you have additional questions please contact 
Ken George at kgeorge@legion.org or 317-630-1376 
 
Anthony Wright 
National Adjutant 
Sons of The American Legion 
 

 
 

http://join.freeconferencecall.com/jrnavarr
http://mysal.org/
mailto:kgeorge@legion.org
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Time to sign up for 

The American Legion 

Media Alliance  

 

Dear media and communication support-
ers, 

 
By now I hope you have received the news 

that The American Legion Media Alliance 
(TALMA) is being put into place and ready 
to serve you. 

 
The task force from the Media and Com-

munications Commission has been working 
quickly in order to make this happen. I 

have two important announcements today: 
 

• First, we are ready to begin accepting 
members. And those who sign up now, will 

receive six months free — and the oppor-
tunity to enter the contests for both this 

year and next year. A $15 membership fee 
will ensure your membership through Aug. 

31, 2021. To join TALMA, please go 
to www.legion.org/talma/join. 

 
As I mentioned in my previous letter, 
membership benefits will include re-

sources, tips and other materials to pro-
mote The American Legion, post events, 

programs and more. Members will also re-
ceive a press credential and lanyard, an 

electronic newsletter, training and free en-
try into the annual contest. 

 
• Speaking of the contest that is the sec-

ond major announcement. The first TALMA 
awards contest is open to all TALMA mem-

bers. Submissions will be accepted that 
have a valid postmarked date of April 15 

or earlier. (In future years, we will be 
moving the contest to a digital entry sys-

tem. There was not time to put that in 
place this year in order to have a contest 

this year.)  
 

For more information about the cate-
gories, please vis-

it www.legion.org/talma/contest. 
 

To enter the contest, please mail your 
entries to Media and Communications 

Division, The American Legion, 700 N. 
Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis, IN 

46204 
 

At Spring Meetings, the Media and Com-
munications Commission will be judging 

the contest. Winners will be notified by 
June 1 and receive a free ticket to the an-
nual banquet at National Convention as 

well as a beautiful and durable plaque. 
 

I look forward to seeing all the great en-
tries you have compiled this past entry pe-

riod and am looking forward to your in-
volvement in TALMA. Please let us know if 

you have any questions or suggestions. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Walter Ivie, Chairman 

Media and Communications Commission 
 
 
 
 

WHO’S 

NEXT? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legionemail.com/t/39125412/973706602/83301547/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDMwMjIwX1RBTE1B&x=464b8bbd
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39125412/973706602/83396182/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDMwMjIwX1RBTE1B&x=ecc5116a
http://www.legionemail.com/t/39125412/973706602/83301573/0/84772/?f5d63f87=MDMwMjIwX1RBTE1B&x=73bf7e96
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Gentlemen, 

 

As you are filling out your CSR in the next 

month think about the activities that you did 

over the year… that Flag Education program 

at your school… the day a few guys from your 

Squadron built a wheelchair ramp for a local 

veteran… the hunter safety course you con-

ducted… or putting out Flags at the cemetery 

for Memorial Day.  Chances are someone took 

a picture of these events. Find those pictures 

and enter them in Snapshots of Service. 

 

Snapshots of Service is a photo contest pro-

moting the programs of the Sons.  The picture 

must be a jpg or tiff, members must be wearing 

their SAL cover or apparel, and the picture 

must represent one of the four pillars: Ameri-

canism, Children and Youth, National Security, 

or Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation.  Fill out 

the attached form and submit your photos 

to djbradtmueller@att.net. Recognize the ef-

forts of your Squadron and submit those photos 

today! 

  

Seth Rippe 

Sons of The American Legion 

Detachment of Nebraska Adjutant 

National Chairman of Public 

& Media Communications 

Home: 319.270.3772 

Cell: 319.899.1971 

s_rippe@hotmail.com 

 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE MARCH 20 
 

 
 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legion.org%2Fsites%2Flegion.org%2Ffiles%2Flegion%2Fdocuments%2Fsnapshot_1.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C818de7b3cf6840a5f18e08d7c0828d2b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637189539251265948&sdata=ca6zmQFae1x1MQKS5lIluHHWLQkKbEruhUiRILekjN4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:djbradtmueller@att.net
mailto:s_rippe@hotmail.com

