
1 |                                         | Round-Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUND-UP 
January 1, 202 3 



2 |                                         | Round-Up 

 

 
A weekly digest of happenings in the Sons of The American Legion 

 

Next Goal 

60% 
January 19, 2023 

Volume 4 | Number 18 | Issue 166 | January 1, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 |                                         | Round-Up 

 
 
National Commander 
Chris Carlton (IN) 
National Vice-Commander Central Region 
David Mennel (MI) 
National Vice-Commander Eastern Region 
Ernie LaBerge (MA) 
National Vice-Commander Midwestern Region 
Michael Kirschner (CO) 
National Vice-Commander Southern Region 
Ron Roberts (MS) 
National Vice-Commander Western Region 
Jack Youngs (ID) 
 
Immediate Past National Commander 
Michael Fox (CA) 
 
Leading Candidate 
2ĆĀ ˨Vːvː˩ KÀúú ˜_2˝ 
Trailing Candidate 
Joseph Navarrete (NM) 
 
Round-Up is a publication designed to disseminate information related to Sons of 
The American Legion and the American Legion Family.  It is published weekly and 
distributed each Sunday. 
 
SUBMITTING ARTICLES:  All submissions are to be made electronically to jef-
fvrabelsr@gmail.com.  If you need assistance, please send an email to same. 
 
PNVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

All information must be submitted by noon each Friday 

 

 
 

The current SAL membership report can be accessed 
on the national website at 

www.legion.org/membership/standings 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Chris Carlton, National Commander 
Sons of The American Legion 

 
˨sĥĖēĆĚÙ íĚ ĲëĴ ĲÙjourney; 

passion is the flame that lights the wayː˩ 

 
 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
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MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Third Thursday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
(720) 527-5854 | 202 4742# 

 

 
MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Fourth Tuesday of Each Month 

7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
(605) 313-4388 | 346 8542# 

 

 
MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 

First Tuesday of Each Month 
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time 
(605) 313-5379 | 830 520 

 
 

 
MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Second Tuesday of Each Month 

7:00 p.m. Central 
(945) 218-0044 | 472 0682 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Fourth Wednesday of Each Month 

7:00 p.m. Mountain Time 
Join Zoom Meeting 

847 2013 6661 | 697 464 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

Advisory Committee 
Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman 

 

Americanism Commission 
Chris Casey (NE), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of Each Month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern 

Join Zoom meeting 
Meeting ID: 956 9846 2868 | Passcode: 840830 

(877) 853-5257 US Toll- free | (888) 475-4499 US Toll- free 
 

 

As of December 31, 2022, 8,048 
flags have been placed and 

reported to honor our veterans 
since September 1, 2022 

 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84720136661?pwd=cUdQclRvajZONHdCWTNrQWluQU03Zz09
https://legion.zoom.us/j/95698462868?pwd=WE1SYXRsS0xsclZlUk9ZcTJmTGwvZz09
http://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com
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Century Committee (CENTCOM) 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH), Chairman 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 

Child Welfare Foundation Committee 
Mark Nave (PA), Chairman 

Third Wednesday of Each Month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

(605) 472-5332 | 808 417 
Online Meeting ID: 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Children & Youth Committee 
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman 

Second Wednesday of Each Month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 748 3803 9406 | 3fkNJ5 

 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74838039406?pwd=U8JX6QoAyLCjOaZ3c2jEuQaqPGjXDs.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74838039406?pwd=U8JX6QoAyLCjOaZ3c2jEuQaqPGjXDs.1
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Finance Commission 
William G. Hill (MD), Chairman 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Join Zoom meeting 

 Meeting ID: 931 8495 9980 | 171 635 
 

February 9 | April 13  |  May 6 (NEC) | July 13 

 

Internal Affairs Commission 
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman 
Fourth Thursday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
(605) 313-6050 | 344 590 

 

Legislative Commission 
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman 
Third Thursday of ODD Months 

7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
(267) 807-9601 | 988 284 103# 

 

Simple ways to help us fulfill our mission 
 

Any time you give in 
support of The Ameri-
can Legion you help us 
fulfill our mission, and 
ġëÀġ ġíÿÙ ÓĆÙĚĀ˫ġ Àúˡ
ways need to be face-
time in a post.  Even 
the smallest efforts 
can help in a big way.  
  
Sign up for Legislative 

Alerts.  Let your voice be heard on Capitol Hill.  Sign up for 
alerts from The American Legion Grassroots Action Center 
to stay informed on legislation that impacts veterans, the 
military, and their families.  
 
Fill out your profile on the MyLegion platform and keep 
those records updated with your most current information.  
This helps National Headquarters keep better administra-
tive records, which in turn helps volunteers at your post, 
district and department do their jobs more efficiently.   
  
Subscribe to our newsletters. Stay up to date on American 
Legion news, get flag alerts, and be the first to learn about 
special offers and discounts from our partners.   

 
 
 

 

Member Training and 
Development Committee 

Mike Monserud (IA), Chairman 
First Monday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern 
(605) 468-8772 |  625 2764# 

 

Membership Committee 
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman 
Third Tuesday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
(605) 472-5756 | 771 7294# 

 
The current SAL membership report can be accessed 

on the national website at 
www.legion.org/membership/standings 

 
additional membership information appears later in this edition 

 
Congratulations to the 25 Detachments and to the South 
and Central Regions for making the January 19 60% target 
THREE WEEKS AHEAD of SCHEDULE!! 
 
We are seeing membership come in at a phenomenal 
ēÀÎÙˌ÷ÙÙē ĴĆĥĖ æĆĆġ ĆĀ ġëÙ çÀĚ ÀĀÓˌRECRUIT-RENEW-RE-
INSTATE! 

 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/93184959980?pwd=MGFuN1ZjRGQySG5vdHRFUVpIZ0UrQT09
http://em.legion.org/c/15MvwrM9p1elX2gMoD0BeD2dx
http://em.legion.org/c/15MvIpObHdgQQYvlZlbEpySuk
http://em.legion.org/c/15MvIpObHdgQQYvlZlbEpySuk
http://em.legion.org/c/15MwyhhGiIMlqIbQdLicQgRF5
http://em.legion.org/c/15MwCgD1Js7QoGW25kGyzftKG
http://em.legion.org/c/15MwGfYnabtlmFGdWU4Uie5Qh
http://em.legion.org/c/15MwKfjIAUOQkEqpOttg1cHVS
http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://em.legion.org/c/15MvEqsQgtVlSZLa7LNiGAgoJ
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National Convention Committee 
Christopher Byrd (NC), Chairman 

 

National Executive Committee 
Liaison Committee 
Jim Stewart (NV), Chairman 

 

National Vice-Commander 
Selection Committee 

James Hartman (MD), Co-Chairman 
David Stephens (IN), Co-Chairman 

 

Public and Media 
Communications Commission 

Kevin Chaplin (VA), Chairman 
Fourth Tuesday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Join Zoom Meeting 

(877) 853-5257 
075079 | 963 1528 2340 

 

Subcommittee on Resolutions 
Ned Fox (CA), Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Subcommittee 
on National Appointments 

Donald Allisot, Jr. (ME), Chairman 

 

Veterans Affairs 

& Rehabilitation Commission 

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman 
Fourth Monday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686 
Passcode: 243945 

 

Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Jim Coates (NY), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (508) 924-3315 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 

 
 

 
 
Pro Deo Et Partia ˟  For God and Country 
Minister Jeffrey L. Gibson Sr. 
National Chaplain 
Sons of The American Legion 

 
 

DID  
YOU 

RENEW? 
 

https://legion.zoom.us/j/96315282340?pwd=b3ZSUCtXS2lVZXI5dUlKa1IwdnovUT09
https://mercycare-org.zoom.us/j/84516680686?pwd=N0hKWjloR3RKbUl0bkVvRlVGVmxzZz09
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
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New Jersey Sons participate 
in Wreaths Across America 

Rusty Myers, Special Contributor | December 18, 2022 

 
18 DECEMBER 2022  ˟BELLEVILLE, NJ  ˟˪µÙ ÀĖÙ ëÙĖe to re-
member not their deaths, Ìĥġ ġëÙíĖ úíıÙĚ˫ was a theme spo-
ken across the country at Wreaths Across America cere-
monies this past week.  Sons of the American Legion (SAL) 
Squadron 105 donated to and participated in National 
Wreaths Across America Day on 19 December 2022, as they 
have done for the past few years. 
 
In an October meeting, SAL Squadron 105 of Belleville, NJ 
unanimously voted to donate $350 to the national program 
which places wreaths right before the holidays at the foot 
of ıÙġÙĖÀĀĚ˫ graves.  Of that, $100 was donated to the local 
ÎÙĖÙÿĆĀíÙĚ íĀ +ÙúúÙıíúúÙ˫Ě ÎÙÿÙġÙĖíÙĚˋ À ĲĖÙÀġë ĲÀĚ ĚÙĀġ ġĆ
our Belleville Medal of Honor Recipient in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and the remaining $250 was used to pur-
chase wreaths placed by the Squadron at Brigadier General 
William C. Doyle Memorial Cemetery in Wrightstown, NJ. 
 
sÙĖ ġëÙ µĖÙÀġëĚ ÎĖĆĚĚ ÿÙĖíÎÀ ĲÙÌĚíġÙˋ ˨Each December 
on National Wreaths Across America Day, our mission to 
Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating 
wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, 
as well as at more than 3,700 additional locations in all 50 
U.S. states, at sea and abroad.˩ ēÙĖĚĆĀ ĆĖ ĆĖçÀĀíĸÀġíĆĀ ÎÀĀ
ÓĆĀÀġÙ ˶ʵʹ ēÙĖ ĲĖÙÀġë ġĆ ëÀıÙ úÀíÓ Àġ ġëÙ æĆĆġ Ćæ À ıÙġÙĖÀĀ˫Ě
gravestone, in memory of either a specific veteran at a re-
quested cemetery or in memory of anyone who served at 
any cemetery.  
 
Members of the Squadron and Post drove down to 
Wrightstown, NJ, near Joint Base McGuire, to take part in 
the ceremony at the General Doyle Cemetery for a second 
year.  The cemetery, designed to accommodate the resting 
place of over 170,000 veterans and their families, is about 
225 acres large.  Tractor trailers with thousands of wreaths 

were donated to get placed on the 17th, but with perhaps 
1,000 attendees at the cemetery to lay those wreaths, eve-
ryone was limited to how many wreaths they could grab to 
place.  
 
Following a ceremony led by members of the military, the 
six members from 105 stood in line to get their wreaths.  In 
the weeks preceding Wreaths Across America Day, a few 
members of the 105 family noted that they had relatives 
buried at Doyle Cemetery.  Wreaths Across America allows 
anyone who purchases a wreath to donate it in a specific 
ıÙġÙĖÀĀ˫Ě ĀÀÿÙˋ ĚĆ ÿÙÿÌÙĖĚ Ćæ ġëÙ z Z ēĥġ æĆĖĲÀĖÓ ĖÙúÀˡ
tives who reside in the Wrightstown cemetery to honor with 
wreaths.  
 

ĲĖÙÀġë íĚ ēúÀÎÙÓ ÌÙúĆĲ ġëÙ ıÙġÙĖÀĀ˫Ě çĖÀıÙ ÿÀĖ÷ÙĖˋ Ĳíġë
the bow facing the SAL who is placing it.  He then reads the 
veterans name out loud, adding a personal message hon-
oring the ıÙġÙĖÀĀ˫Ě life and service.  Both he and the 
wreath-laying detail then stand at attention and slowly 
snap a salute.  This is perhaps the most emotional moment 
æĆĖ Àúú z Z˫ĚÀĀÓ ZÙçíĆĀĀÀíĖÙ˫Ěpresent. 
 
Among the 15 wreaths placed were the uncle of one of the 
SAL members, Ralph Legge, Jr. Legge was a survivor of 
Pearl Harbor and a Purple Heart recipient.  Another was a 
great-uncle of a member - Edward Myers Sr. -  who was a 
5th Marine Division veteran of Iwo Jima.  Other relatives 
honored with a wreath included Vietnam Veterans Sgt. Pe-
ter Czarnecki and Cpl. Thomas Maat, and World War II Coast 
Guard Lt. Joseph Callahan, a veteran of Operation Torch 
(the invasion of North Africa).  
 
²ÙġÙĖÀĀ 8ÓĲÀĖÓ _ĴÙĖĚ˫ ÓÀĥçëġer Kathy later noted on Fa-
ÎÙÌĆĆ÷ ˨ˌ-ÀĀ˫ġ ġëÀĀ÷ ġëíĚ ĚĕĥÀÓĖĆĀ ÙĀĆĥçë æĆĖ Àúú ġëÙĴ ÓĆ.  
Thank you and all those who support your American Legion 
squadron!˩ ZÀĚġ ĴÙÀĖ ĲëÙĀ íĀæĆĖÿÙÓ ġëÀġ ĲÙ ÓĖĆēēÙÓ Ćææ À
wreath, she commented that ˨ æor anyone who knew my par-
ents new they spent their lives giving and helping our Vet-
erans.  As lifetime members of the VFW, they were totally 
dedicated to serving on local, county & district levels.  
Thank you all for this wonderful deed. ˩
 
The remainder of the wreaths were deposited at random 
ıÙġÙĖÀĀ˫Ě çĖÀıÙĚ ġëĖĆĥçëĆĥġ ġëÙ ÎÙÿÙġÙĖĴ.  Richard Vlasa-
kakis, who joined SAL 105 last month to honor his grandfa-
ġëÙĖ˫Ě ĚÙĖıíÎÙˋattended this as his first event with the Sons.  
HÙ ĀĆġÙÓ ĆĀ EÀÎÙÌĆĆ÷ ˨Thank you for letting me be a part of 
this day.˩ 
 
One last wreath donated was specifically chosen to be laid 
at the memorial for US Army PFC Henry Svehla at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia.  Private Svehla was a son of 

mailto:rusty.myers@ymail.com
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Belleville, who joined the Army in 1951, was deployed to Ko-
rea in 1952 as part of the 32nd Infantry Regiment 7th Infan-
try Division, and was killed-in-action at Pyongony, Korea, 
on 12 June 1952.  Through the heroic action of jumping on a 
grenade to save his brother soldiers in his platoon, Svehla 
posthumously received the Medal of Honor in 2011, though 
Svehla himself was never recovered from the Korean Pen-
insula This was the third year that the Squadron chose to 
honor our hometown hero in Arlington.  
 
Back home in Belleville, veteran members of American Le-
gion 105 donate and volunteer each year at the local 
Wreaths Across America ceremony, at the Church of Saint 
Peter˫ Ě and Glendale Ceremony.  At that event, members of 
the Post attend a brief ceremony and distribute and lay 
wreaths at graves in the church cemetery.  Following that 
ceremony, the Post and a few members from the Belleville 
Historical Society went across town to lay wreaths at some 
of the hundreds of graves at Glendale Cemetery.  
 
Sons of the American legion Squadron 105 plans to partici-
pate again next year, on Saturday December 16th, 2023.  An-
yone wishing to donate a wreath can do so at their website, 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.  As stated by 16th Presi-
ÓÙĀġ Ćæ ġëÙ ¦ĀíġÙÓ zġÀġÙĚ ÌĖÀëÀÿ ZíĀÎĆúĀˋ ˨ ĀĴ ĀÀġíĆĀ ġëÀġ
does not honor its heroes will not long endure." 
 

 
(l to r) SAL 105 Steve Mercier, SAL 105 Rick Vlasakakis, Dual 105 Member 
Ed Hall, SAL 105 Carl Slaughter, SAL 105 Adjutant Rusty Myers, SAL 105 
Ralph Legge. 

 

 
(l to r) - SAL 105 Ralph Legge, Dual 105 Member Ed Hall, SAL 105 Steve 
Mercier, SAL 105 Rick Vlasakakis, SAL 105 Carl Slaughter, SAL 105 Adju-
tant Rusty Myers. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Gifts For Yanks 
 
Fourth District (OH) group for the Gifts for Yanks Christmas 
Gift  Distribution at the Cincinnati VA Hospital.  Each hospi-
talized veteran at the hospital and CLC unit received a gift 
card and other gifts.  
 

 
L. to r front row: SAL 4th District Adjutant Ron Wissman, Liz Castle Aux-
iliary Unit 484, Santa SAL District Advisor and Legion Gifts for Yanks 
Chairman Ken Ellis, Miss Claus Maxine Ellis Auxiliary Unit 288, Peg Albert 
Commander Post 644, L. to R. back row: Chuck Castle Detachment Assis-
tant Adjutant and SAL VAVS Rep;  Casey Cincinnati VA Hospital Veterans 
Service Rep. and Jerry Perry American Legion 4th District Commander 
and Legion VAVS Rep.  
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OPDCC offers Scholarship to Ohio Sons 
Another Membership Reward 

 
The OPDCC Scholarship is offered to Ohio SAL Members 
who are currently Junior or Senior high school students and 
to first-year students enrolled in a college, university, tech-
nical, trade, or similar school the year after high school 
graduation.  Additional information and a copy of the appli-
cation can be obtained from any Sons of The American Le-
gion Detachment of Ohio Past Commander or by emailing 
your name and Squadron Number to ohiopdcc@gmail.com.  
 

Applications for the 2023 OPDCC Scholarships are being ac-
cepted through March 1, 2023. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

BE KIND  
 
 
 
 

mailto:ohiopdcc@gmail.com
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A Community of Volunteers Serving Veterans, Military, and their Families 

 

 
Vickie Koutz, National President 
The American Legion Auxiliary 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

to have a member˫s information listed here, 
please send to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com

 

VÀÿÙĚ EĖÙÓÙĖíÎ÷ ˨zúíÿ˩ VĥĖçÙıíÎë 
 
VÀÿÙĚ EĖÙÓÙĖíÎ÷ ˨zúíÿ˩ VĥĖçÙıíÎëˋ ʻʴˋ zġĆĴĚġĆĲĀˋ ÓíÙÓ
December 21, 2022 at Memorial Medical Center. 
 
Born December 22, 1951 in Somerset, PA, son of Peter and 
Ruth (Kimmel) Jurgevich.  Preceded in death by parents, 
wife the former Vicki Rae Gohn, brother Dr. Joseph 
Jurgevich, and granddaughter Dulce Maria Wahdan.  Sur-
vived by sister Nancy Jurgevich and friend Lula Reynolds; 
sister- in- law Gail Jurgevich; nephew and niece Joseph 
Jr. (Jody) and Maria Jurgevich; great niece Liliana Grace 
Jurgevich; step daughters Robin Rae Fish-Gohn, Christi 
Lynn Corbett, and Jerri Lee (Hasan) Wahdan; and grand-
children: Charles William Corbett, Jesse Alexander, and 
Derek Antonio Wahdan, Coleman Rae and Helen Jean Fish 
(father Erick Fish). 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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He was a graduate of Forbes High School and was a re-
tired manager of First National Bank, Shanksville and 
Stoystown branches.  _ÙÿÌÙĖ Ćæ zġː sÀĥú˫Ě ¦ĀíġÙÓ -ëĥĖÎë
of Christ, Stoystown where he was a member of the Con-
sistory and past president; 33-year member of Stoystown 
Lions Club where he was past president; Charter and Life 
Member of Stoystown Sons of The American Legion; and 
30-year president of Northwinds Monday Night Golf 
League. 
 
Family will receive friends from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at 
Deaner Funeral Home, Stoystown where a Lions service 
will be held at 7 p.m. Viewing from 10 a.m. until service at 
ʵʵ Àːÿː µÙÓĀÙĚÓÀĴ Àġ zġː sÀĥú˫Ě ¦--ˋ zġĆĴĚġĆĲĀ.  Pastor 
Sharon Fox officiating.  Interment Somerset County Me-
morial Park. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be given to 
Stoystown Charge UCC, Stoystown Sons of the American 
Legion, or Stoystown Lions Club. 
 
www.deanerfuneralsandcremations.com 

 

Walter Stephen Willingham 
 
_Ėː µÀúġÙĖ zġÙēëÙĀ ˨zġÙıÙ˩ µíúúíĀçëÀÿˋ ÀçÙ ʻʷˋ Ćæ
Armuchee, passed away on Thursday, December 22, 2022, 
at a local hospital.      
           
Mr. Willingham was born in Summerville, Georgia on July 9, 
1949, son of the late Walter Casey Willingham and the late 
Ruby Lee Hawkins Willingham.  He was a veteran of the U. 
S. Army serving during the Vietnam War.  Steve worked for 
several years in the carpet industry and was a member of 
Armuchee Church of God.  He enjoyed woodworking, turn-
ing wood, and making furniture and other things out of 
wood, but his greatest joy was spending time with his 
granddaughters, who he thought sun rose and set in. 
 
Survivors include his wife, Karen Elaine Garmany Willing-
ham; two sons, Joseph Thomas Willingham (Sarah Jane 
Martiniello Willingham) and Stephen Kcey Willingham 
(Christina Brooke Collinge Willingham); three granddaugh-
ters, Ruby Jane Willingham, Blakely Anne Willingham, and 
Taylor Marie Willingham; a sister, Carolyn Willingham 
Campbell (Ronnie); a brother- in- law, Darrell Garmany; 
nieces and nephews, Diane Campbell Willerson (David), Su-
zanne Stanley (Jeff), Brett Garmany (Kristin), Hunter Gar-
many, Cheyenne Garmany, and Dorothy Frances Garmany. 
 
Funeral services will be held on Thursday, December 29, 
2022, at 11am in the Chapel at Henderson & Sons Funeral 

Home, North Chapel, with Dr. Dale Willingham and the Rev. 
Charles Izell officiating.  Interment will follow in Oaknoll 
Memorial Gardens with the American Legion Post #5 Honor 
Guard presenting military honors. 
 
The family will receive friends at Henderson & Sons Funeral 
Home, North Chapel, on Wednesday from 5 until 7pm. 
 
Pallbearers are asked to assemble at Henderson & Sons 
Funeral Home, North Chapel, on Thursday at 10:30am and 
include Todd Abney, Brett Garmany, Hunter Garmany, Chad 
Simmons, Brian Robinson, and Jerome Reece 
 
In lieu of flowers, please make memorial contributions to 
the American Legion, www.legion.org. 
 
Henderson & Sons Funeral Home, North Chapel, has charge 
of the arrangements. 

 

Terry M. Eisele, Sr. 
 

 Terry M. Eisele Sr., 61, of North Hun-
tingdon, died Friday, Dec. 23, 2022, 
after a battle with pancreatic can-
cer.  He was born Aug. 12, 1961, in 
McKeesport, a son of Mary Ellen 
(Brindle) Eisele Pazur, of North 
Huntingdon, and the late Duane 
Raymond Eisele. 
 

Terry was an employee of Innovative Carbide, North Hun-
tingdon for nearly 25 years and was a member of the Sons 
of the American Legion, Jeannette.  He loved to ride his mo-
torcycle and was a charter member of the Jeannette Amer-
ican Legion Riders, Chapter 344. 
 
In addition to his mother, he is survived by his wife, Donna 
J. (Leavitt) Eisele; his children, Lauren J. Svonavec (Jordan) 
and Terry M. Eisele Jr. (Alexis); his grandson, Barrett 
Svonavec; his siblings, Duane Eisele (Sharon), Mark Eisele 
(Michelle), Debbie Lewis (Donnie) and Wendy Eglhaut 
(Chad); also, nieces and nephews. 
 
Friends will be received from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day at the William Snyder Funeral Home, 521 Main St., Irwin, 
724-863-1200, where a funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. 
Thursday.  Interment will follow in Brush Creek Cemetery. 
 
Those wishing may make a contribution in Terry's name to 
a charity of choice.  For online condolences, please visit 
www.snyderfuneralservices.com. 

 

http://www.deanerfuneralsandcremations.com/
http://www.legion.org/
http://www.snyderfuneralservices.com/
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David L. Downey 
 

David L. Downey, 67, passed away 
Tuesday afternoon, December 27, 
2022 at home with his loving family by 
his side. 
 
David was born in Massena on March, 
27, 1955 to Allen E. and Jessie A. (Eb-
berts) Downey.  He graduated from 
Massena Central High School and 

Canton ATC with a degree in HVAC.  He married Joyce Pelle-
tier, which ended in divorce. 
 
David worked for a time with Kodak in Rochester.  After 
moving back to Massena, he worked for Econo Fuels, prior 
to starting his own business, 2ĆĲĀÙĴ˫Ě KÙÀġíĀç ÀĀÓ íĖ -ĆĀˡ
ditioning.  David enjoyed playing ball, bowling, and golfing.  
He even got a hole-in-one at the Massena Country Club in 
2008.  David was also one of the biggest NY Jets fans you 
would ever have known. 
 
2ÀıíÓ˫Ě ÿĆġëÙĖ ĚíçĀed him up for the Sons of the American 
Legion as a young man.  He became a Sons Squadron Com-
mander, then on to County Commander, District Com-
mander, State Vice Commander, and was elected Sons 
State Commander in 2001-2002.  He was also a National 
Vice Commander East and was currently holding the office 
of Judge Advocate for the State.  He was also a member of 
the Massena American Legion Lancer.  David was also very 
active in the American Legion Boys state program, of which 
he was a counselor for over 20 years, enjoying every minute 
of it. 
 
David is survived by his life partner of 27 years, Linda Wee-
gar; his daughters, Leanne Downey, and Michelle (Paul) 
8Î÷ÙĖġˋ Àúú Ćæ vĆÎëÙĚġÙĖ˕ ZíĀÓÀ˫Ě ÓÀĥçëġÙĖĚˋ KĆúúíÙ ZÀÓíĚĆĀ
and Crystal (Tad) Mackinnon, all of Massena; his 8 grand-
children, Jacob Downey, Allie and Trey Eckert, Kaydence 
and Cierra Ladison, and Gavin, Anika, and Piper Mackinnon, 
ġĆ ëÙ ĲÀĚ ÷ĀĆĲĀ ÀĚ ˨sÀ÷À˩ː 
 
He is also survived by his brothers, Mark and Christopher 
Downey and several nieces and nephews.  In addition to his 
parents, he was predeceased by three brothers, Randy and 
Steve of Massena and Paul of Oklahoma. 
 
Arrangements are under the care of the Donaldson Funeral 
Home, Massena, where friends may call on Monday 1-4:00 
PM with a prayer service being held at 4:00 PM. Burial will 
be held in the spring in Massena Center Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be made in his memory to the 
American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Inc., PO Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 or visit www.cwf-inc.org. 
 
Memories may be shared with his family or condolences of-
fered online at www.donaldsonfh.com. 
 
Cards of condolence to the family should be sent to: The 
Family of David Downey, 34 Churchill Ave., Massena, NY 
13662. 

 
 
 

 
 
With the new year upon us, many people have set their 
plans and goals for 2023.  They will try to eat better, to work 
out, and to make positive changes to improve their lives, 
and the lives of those around them.  For some, they will see 
their plan through, and for others, it will last for a while 
then go by the wayside. 
 
As a member of Sons of The American Legion, what is your 
plan for 2023?  How many new members will you recruit?  
How will you help renew members who have not renewed 
yet?  What is your plan and goal to help our veterans and 
the children and youth of our community?  How will you Be 
The One? 
 
These are all questions that we must ask ourselves, and 
questions that will not only help others, but will help us feel 
better about ourselves.  For me, I want to try to grow our 
membership with new members.  Hopefully, I will be suc-
cessful, and I will encourage others to do the same. 
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me, to your de-
tachment and district officers, and others if you need help.  
That˫s part of being a Son, to be there for others. 
 
Last week, the Public Media Communications Commission 
met and discussed the possibility of Sons of The American 
Legion mailing a quarterly national newsletter.  Costs were 
provided by the Finance Commission, and a lengthy discus-
sion was held.  There was some concern that it may cost too 
much, with no measurable metrics in place to determine its 
effectiveness.  Members of the commission had great de-
bate on the issue, and ultimately decided to table any action 
until a future meeting. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cwf-inc.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3F_1DbxPo3x7ndNDWxFKs9gaNEl3tpozV0SjYCSMLI5gT_tZZEnj0-ufo&h=AT3wPgJAbqbYP10ilT3J_-_6oqvvTv1mf2UeRiUdNrYRmQjtLnNuQ8W6urMXURjDYcHXip2ns6uuOlYiyOwbfOsmc-zh9UGytitwPOtDLYmMiQ5wJQQkTJpZPA6XTCDr0OV9E_Nola_GDeZ9reWk&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0JQ0fRE7gl2vttNGjAjG50O2qbv9igWWvC-V_pmneBktDQh1f9pCgjfE_VzmM6Enmqk7i_qzoHpPFnwaZ37TC9gGt9rlhsLb8C-1EXxzc5yKA3s1XIC33bgsB_HzGR55onW4gjgMQNBz754jpYsu64vxpCq5PurJmj5kHAmvFruv9jPw7M0CJZfU0psmrVyfcCC42swV7bcQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.donaldsonfh.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3F_1DbxPo3x7ndNDWxFKs9gaNEl3tpozV0SjYCSMLI5gT_tZZEnj0-ufo&h=AT2mRfQRwFHXTxclil5Tvwqgt1Q82Jk-VmN5mU_Y1t8lUsYGBbDLDU9NflYzze-DZtc4iU5C86IV166xWXnkitBGQnOw2HEhTrc_O8CuXpGzAV28FxfnKtmih6mMfk6fHQEqOQM4w4S8yNh1Xu7M&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0JQ0fRE7gl2vttNGjAjG50O2qbv9igWWvC-V_pmneBktDQh1f9pCgjfE_VzmM6Enmqk7i_qzoHpPFnwaZ37TC9gGt9rlhsLb8C-1EXxzc5yKA3s1XIC33bgsB_HzGR55onW4gjgMQNBz754jpYsu64vxpCq5PurJmj5kHAmvFruv9jPw7M0CJZfU0psmrVyfcCC42swV7bcQ
https://www.facebook.com/sonsdny/photos/a.174466552614919/5953361564725360/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWevfIWmN-TtsFRWzqkNoXfg7fVkXaQnO4J8fKoplD89Rl38wEJsaK9WlV1JnVSmAwL16JCF_2y0o6clGQRkkIZsWM9XIGUL7jRxtoRpRstz8C3QUFdhZDi89hSlee003GpKq-RJjr3uc4FN-mfloCf8FWvR6BSf-UKZjl-zeqORdSc1W5rQC5VbOoJnRoQ5Bw&__tn__=EH-R
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One way we can help the commission is to voice our opin-
ions as to whether or not we, as members, would like to see 
a return of our national newsletter, and to it being mailed 
to us on a quarterly basis.  With that, I am asking for your 
help.  
 
Please email me at jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com and I will tally 
the vote and forward it to the commission.  Simply answer 
with one of the following: 
 
Ã YES, I would like to see a return of the mailing of a na-

tional newsletter. 

Ã NO, I would not like to see a return of the mailing of a 

national newsletter. 

This by no means will be an o˨fficial˩  vote, and is not meant 
to circumvent the work of the Commission.  It is just a sim-
ple survey of subscribers to test the waters on this issue. 
 
Thanks for your help with this! 
 
I want to wish each of you and your families a safe, healthy, 
prosperous, and Happy New Year. 
 
Honor the Veteran Who Made You Eligible.  Renew Today! 
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 

 
click a button for more information 

 

         
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

²íĀÎÙĀġ ˨Víÿ˩ ¢ĖĆíĆúÀˋ `ÀġíĆĀÀú -ĆÿÿÀĀÓÙĖ 
The American Legion 

 

Two ways to enjoy tax savings this April 
 

Giving to The Ameri-
can Legion today can 
mean tax savings for 
you in April.  The 
American Legion 
Charities is a 501 (c) 
(3), meaning that your 
generous donation to-
day can be claimed on 
your taxes next April.  
If your employer of-
fers a matching con-

tribution program ˟ your generosity can stretch even fur-
ther.  
  
Donate your vehicle.  Avoid the hassle of selling or repair-
ing an unwanted vehicle, help support The American Legion, 
and get a tax break when you file your taxes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
http://em.legion.org/c/1wzbybhRbjvC11xZNsDSLTRj
http://em.legion.org/c/1wzbybhRbjvC11xZNsDSLTRj
http://em.legion.org/c/1wzbybhRbjvC11xZNsDSLTRj
http://em.legion.org/c/1wzbybhRbjvC11xZNsDSLTRj
http://em.legion.org/c/1wzbUFprqI0BPDz4FpdFX2Xs
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://legion.org/betheone
https://www.legion.org/emergency
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate#legion-org
https://emblem.legion.org/
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
http://em.legion.org/c/1wzbbHagVV0CcpwUVw45AKLa
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Three ways to Be The One 
 

Be The One to save one 
veteran.  
 
Preventing veteran 
suicide is The Ameri-
can Legion's top prior-
ity in 2023.  There are 
three simple things 
you can do to help us 
on this mission. 
  
Spark a Conversation. 

Wearing the new Be The One t-shirt will raise awareness 
and let anyone struggling know you are there for them.  
  
Do a Buddy Check. As American Legion members, our most 
sacred responsibility is to look out for each other and our 
fellow veterans.  Call or visit with a veteran just to see how 
they are doing.  Let them know you are there for them.  
  
Sign up for Updates. Stay informed as the Be The One pro-
gram continues to grow.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Loud and proud 
in support of The American Legion 

 
Show your American 
Legion pride!  
  
Wear your colors. 
From business shirts 
to cozy hoodies, Em-
blem Sales has new 
brandmark styles for 
everyone.   
  
Earn an Urn. Make a 
donation to The Amer-

ican Legion Veterans & Children Foundation and help your 
department earn a set of decorative urns to adorn their 
desk in the National Executive Committee meeting room at 
National Headquarters in Indianapolis.  
  

Plan your Legacy. Make a lasting gift to the future of The 
American Legion with planned giving options.  Bequests, 
IRA rollovers and trusts are just a few options.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

To honor a World War II Veteran, 
please send information to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://em.legion.org/c/15Mp1uasvKQ3ulMSuShzET7uW
http://em.legion.org/c/15MpdscuNWSyoi1s5AsCPOXLJ
http://em.legion.org/c/15MphrxQeGe3mgLDX9QYyNzRk
http://em.legion.org/c/15MphrxQeGe3mgLDX9QYyNzRk
http://em.legion.org/c/15MplqTbFpzykfvPOJfkhMbWV
http://em.legion.org/c/15MptpzSwSgygd0dxS21JJq87
http://em.legion.org/c/15Mlq4T6mNq0PWlUgkWJMDARt
http://em.legion.org/c/15Mlq4T6mNq0PWlUgkWJMDARt
http://em.legion.org/c/15MlC2V8EZsvJSAtR37MXzr8g
http://em.legion.org/c/15MlG2gu5IO0HRkFICw8Gy3dR
http://em.legion.org/c/15MlK1BPws9vFQ4RAbUupwFjs
http://em.legion.org/c/15MlO0XaXbv0DOP3rLiQ8vhp3
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
http://em.legion.org/c/15Mly3zNeg70LTQhZtJreAP2F
http://em.legion.org/c/15Mp9sR9ndx3qjhge14h6QlG8
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Your Ad Here 
 

contact jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
for information 

This space available 

This could be your ad 

Advertise here 

Place your ad today 

2ĆĀ˫ġ ÿíĚĚ Ćĥġ 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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12/28/22

Region Goal Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Quota

Date

1 Southern 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 43,793           28,002        (15,791)     63.94% 362          

2 Central 1, 3, 4, 5 128,333        77,142        (51,191)     60.11% 783          

3 Midwestern 1, 3, 4 28,918           17,113        (11,805)     59.18% 200          

4 Eastern 4 140,932        79,532        (61,400)     56.43% 2,429      

5 Western 1, 4 25,822           13,148        (12,674)     50.92% 108          

TOTALS 1, 4 367,798        214,937      (152,861)  58.44% 3,882      

12/28/22

Detachment Goal Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Renewal

Rate

National

Rank

Quota

Date

1 Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 4,187             3,036          (1,151)       72.51% 67            65.22% 7

2 Iowa 1, 3, 4, 5 4,857             3,284          (1,573)       67.61% 48            61.01% 12

3 Illinois 1, 2, 3, 5 13,398           8,680          (4,718)       64.79% 16            59.51% 18

4 Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 3,219             1,955          (1,264)       60.73% -               53.85% 22

5 Ohio 1, 4, 5 30,636           18,384        (12,252)     60.01% 183          55.45% 25

6 Indiana 1, 3, 4 36,387           21,383        (15,004)     58.77% 306          53.95% 27

7 Michigan 4 24,271           13,928        (10,343)     57.39% 157          50.78% 31

8 Minnesota 11,378           6,486          (4,892)       57.00% -               53.66% 32

TOTALS 1, 2, 3, 4 128,333        77,136        (51,197)    60.11% 777         

12/28/22

Detachment Goal Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Renewal

Rate

National

Rank

Quota

Date

1 Hawaii 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, Q, 10 77                  82                5                106.49% -               94.74% 1 10/10/22

2 Oregon 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1,414             925              (489)          65.42% 5              52.17% 17

3 Nevada 4 357                207              (150)          57.98% -               49.44% 30

4 Idaho 1, 2, 3, 4 644                357              (287)          55.43% -               46.67% 35

5 California 1 10,714           5,690          (5,024)       53.11% 32            44.28% 42

6 Utah 449                220              (229)          49.00% -               41.31% 46

7 Arizona 8,004             3,875          (4,129)       48.41% 21            38.49% 47

8 Alaska 3 1,608             758              (850)          47.14% 43            39.41% 48

9 Washington 2,485             1,018          (1,467)       40.97% 7              30.68% 51

10 Phillippines 70                  16                (54)            22.86% -               22.06% 55

TOTALS 1, 4 25,822           13,148        (12,674)    50.92% 108         

12/28/22

Detachment Goal Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Renewal

Rate

National

Rank

Quota

Date

1 Puerto Rico 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 123                99                (24)            80.49% -               47.54% 4

2 Louisiana 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 1,790             1,418          (372)          79.22% 12            71.80% 5

3 Mississippi 1, 3, 4, 5 722                520              (202)          72.02% 1              62.26% 8

4 Alabama 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 2,066             1,451          (615)          70.23% 26            61.43% 11

5 Georgia 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 4,490             3,016          (1,474)       67.17% 57            58.29% 13

6 Florida 1, 3, 4, 5 21,519           14,328        (7,191)       66.58% 194          55.64% 15

7 North Carolina 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 2,727             1,799          (928)          65.97% 24            54.02% 16

8 South Carolina 4, 5 1,473             912              (561)          61.91% 28            52.96% 21

9 Virginia 4 4,109             2,386          (1,723)       58.07% 8              49.95% 28

10 Tennessee 1, 3, 4 1,718             934              (784)          54.37% -               44.27% 39

11 Arkansas 1 447                180              (267)          40.27% -               34.24% 52

12 Kentucky 2,609             959              (1,650)       36.76% 12            31.37% 53

TOTALS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 43,793           28,002        (15,791)    63.94% 362         

2023 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP STANDINGS

2023 CENTRAL REGION STANDINGS 

2023 WESTERN REGION STANDINGS

2023 SOUTHERN REGION STANDINGS
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12/28/22

Detachment
Goal

Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Renewal

Rate

National

Rank

Quota

Date

1 South Dakota 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 1,362             1,183          (179)          86.86% -               70.39% 2

2 Mexico 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 31                  24                (7)               77.42% -               35.48% 6

3 Oklahoma 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 1,348             965              (383)          71.59% 1              58.25% 9

4 Montana 1, 3, 4, 5 1,108             791              (317)          71.39% -               67.44% 10

5 Nebraska 1, 3, 4, 5 7,015             4,258          (2,757)       60.70% 152          58.27% 23

6 Kansas 3, 4, 5 5,919             3,559          (2,360)       60.13% 12            54.95% 24

7 Colorado 1, 4 2,729             1,584          (1,145)       58.04% 2              50.75% 29

8 North Dakota 1, 3, 4 1,056             582              (474)          55.11% 12            47.81% 36

9 Wyoming 1, 4 1,298             711              (587)          54.78% 8              48.00% 38

10 Texas 1, 3, 4 5,569             2,937          (2,632)       52.74% 13            44.43% 43

11 New Mexico 1,483             519              (964)          35.00% -               28.87% 54

TOTALS 1, 3, 4 28,918           17,113        (11,805)    59.18% 200         

12/28/22

Detachment Goal Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Renewal

Rate

National

Rank

Quota

Date

1 France 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 158                133              (25)            84.18% -               84.18% 3

2 Maryland 1, 3, 4, 5 16,058           10,751        (5,307)       66.95% 99            61.20% 14

3 Delaware 1, 3, 4, 5 2,430             1,565          (865)          64.40% 2              56.15% 19

4 Vermont 1, 3, 4, 5 3,818             2,381          (1,437)       62.36% 82            57.26% 20

5 Connecticut 4 1,867             1,107          (760)          59.29% 55            53.21% 26

6 New York 4 29,864           16,810        (13,054)     56.29% 878          51.64% 33

7 New Jersey 2, 3, 4 9,386             5,214          (4,172)       55.55% 23            49.95% 34

8 New Hampshire 4 5,677             3,123          (2,554)       55.01% 14            49.82% 37

9 Pennsylvania 4 60,803           32,959        (27,844)     54.21% 1,267      49.90% 40

10 Rhode Island 4 336                182              (154)          54.17% -               45.15% 41

11 Maine 2,617             1,356          (1,261)       51.82% 8              44.77% 44

12 Massachusetts 4 5,442             2,817          (2,625)       51.76% 1              49.47% 45

13 West Virginia 4 2,362             1,084          (1,278)       45.89% -               38.00% 49

14 Dist. of Columbia 114                50                (64)            43.86% -               31.86% 50

TOTALS 4 140,932        79,532        (61,400)    56.43% 2,429      

12/28/22

Detachment Goal Actual
 Needed

for Quota 
Percent Increase

Renewal

Rate

National

Rank

Quota

Date

1 Florida 1, 3, 4, 5 21,519           14,328        (7,191)       66.58% 194          55.64% 15

2 Ohio 1, 4, 5 30,636           18,384        (12,252)     60.01% 183          55.45% 25

3 Indiana 1, 3, 4 36,387           21,383        (15,004)     58.77% 306          53.95% 27

4 Michigan 4 24,271           13,928        (10,343)     57.39% 157          50.78% 31

5 New York 4 29,864           16,810        (13,054)     56.29% 878          51.64% 33

6 Pennsylvania 60,803           32,959        (27,844)     54.21% 1,267      49.90% 40

TOTALS 4 203,480        117,792      (85,688)    57.89% 2,985      

National Membership Totals 4 367,798        214,937      (152,861)  58.44% 3,882      52.37%

2023 MIDWESTERN REGION STANDINGS

2023 EASTERN REGION STANDINGS 

2023 SUPER SIX STANDINGS 

 
 
 

     

1 Met 09/14/22 goal of 10% 6 Met 02/15/23 goal of 75%

2 Met 10/13/22 goal of 25% 7 Met 03/15/23 goal of 80%

3 Met 11/09/22 goal of 35% 8 Met 04/19/23 goal of 90%

4 Met 12/14/22 goal of 45% 9 Met 05/17/23 goal of 100%

5 Met 01/19/23 goal of 60% 10 Met 07/16/23 goal of 105%

Q Quota
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