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Gentlemen, 
 
Friday is Valentine’s Day.  Love is in the air.  Cou-
ples will celebrate, and there will be weddings 
across the country and around the world.  New 
families will be started, and memories made.  Some 
of us will also be celebrating our anniversary. 
 
While we are preparing to celebrate with the special 
person in our lives, we must also remember to con-
tinue our efforts in renewing members.  It is very 
important that we don’t lose members due to non-
renewals.  If there is someone you know who hasn’t 
renewed his Sons of The American Legion member-
ship for 2020, please personally contact him and 
ask why.  Offer to help.  Let’s do whatever we can to 
keep these members on our rosters.  Let them know 
how important they are to the organization.  If they 
have not been around or participating lately, invite 
them.  EVERY MEMBER IS VALUABLE TO OUR 
SQUADRONS AND OUR ORGANIZATION!   
 
Who’s next? 
 

Who’s up for 90%?  Have you 
relayed this challenge to your 
members?  Is everyone on 
the same page?  What are 
you doing to increase mem-

bership while continuing our renewal process?  Our 
next Central Region Challenge Date is 90% 
on March 1, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will our Detachment standings in the Central Re-
gion hold, or will a different Detachment take the 
lead?  Who wants to be at the top of the list?  Who 
will be #1?  Who’s next? 
 
Our next National Target Date of 75% on Feb-
ruary 12, 2020.  Can we get 100% of our Detach-
ments to hit this mark?  I believe we can!  Let’s con-
tinue our push to become the first region to pass 
the 100,000 mark! WE CAN DO IT! 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
 
As of February 6, 2020, the Central Region 
has a total of 99,516 members paid.  Don’t 
settle for it. 
 
Congratulations the Detachments of Wisconsin 
(89.076%), Iowa (85.623%), Ohio (79.710%), and 
Illinois (78.585%) for surpassing the February 12 
Target Date of 75%.  AWESOME!  Who’s next? 
 
Congratulations the Detachments of Wisconsin and 
Iowa for meeting the Central Region Challenge of 
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85% by February 1, 2020.  Keep up the great work 
for our organization and our Family! 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact either 
Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 

#SALSTRONG 

 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

February 12, 2020 

75% 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Important Links 

 
National Membership Report 

 
National Membership Target Dates 

 
2019-2020 Individual Recruitment Award form 

Please note and share that we can no longer accept forms 
that are not for the 2019 – 2020 membership year. 

 
Blue Brigade Award 

 
Blue Brigade Fifth Consecutive Year Award 

 
MySAL 

 
Snapshots of Service Photo Contest Form 

 
Vice-Commander Pfeiffer 

 
5 Star Program of Service 

 
The Ten Ideals 

 
The American Legion Basic Training Course 

 
2019-2020 CWF Per Capita Banner form 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/2019-2020%20SAL%20Target%20Dates.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/2020%20SAL%20IRA%20Award%20Pin%20Form.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/2020%20SAL%20Blue%20Brigade%20Award%20Form.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/Blue%20Brigade%205th%20Consecutive%20Year%202020.pdf
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?wam=MYSINTRO&webrtn=WR_SalIntro&ml=LANSA:XHTML&part=TAL&lang=ENG
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/snapshot_1.pdf
mailto:docsal423@gmail.com
http://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/sons_fivestar.pdf
http://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/sons_tenideals.pdf
https://www.legion.org/alei
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/Banner_Order_Form_2020.pdf
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Detachment Membership Standings 
as of February 6, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI* 3,744 3,335 89.076% 

IA* 4,375 3,746 85.623% 

OH* 31,133 24,816 79.710% 

IL* 14,546 11,431 78.585% 

IN 39,364 29,148 74.047% 

MN 11,748 8,606 73.255% 

MI 24,083 16,297 67.670% 

MO 3,705 2,137 57.679% 

TOTALS 132,698 99,516 74.994% 
* = Met February 12 Target of 75% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of February 6, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern* 42,763 33,065 77.322% 

Central 132,698 99,516 74.994% 

Midwest 30,366 22,602 74.432% 

Western 26,395 18,735 70.979% 

Eastern 146,273 105,385 72.047% 

TOTALS 378,495 263,7212 69.676% 
* = Met February 12 Target of 75% 

 
12,779 ahead of this date last year 

 

REMINDER 
If you know who your Detachment Commander will be 
for the 2020-2021 year, please send that information 
to National Vice-Commander Doc Pfeiffer and Central 
Region Membership Chairman Jeff Vrabel, Sr. so he 
can be included on Central Region conference calls and 
can get an idea what to expect when he is commander. 

 
 

 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of February 3, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

WI 3,945 2,895 73.38% 

IA 4,452 3,242 72.82% 

OH 30,456 21,600 70.92% 

MN 11,565 7,788 67.34% 

IN 38,876 25,602 65.86% 

IL 14,431 9,484 65.72% 

MI 24,126 13,533 56.09% 

MO 3,485 1,913 54.89% 

TOTALS 131,336 86,057 65.52% 
 

 
National Renewal Rates 
as of February 3, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 86,057 65.52% 

Midwest 29,920 19,589 65.46% 

Southern 42,858 27,414 63.94% 

Eastern 144,840 88,983 61.42% 

Western 26,524 15,377 57.96% 

TOTALS 375,540 237,420 63.22% 

 
 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90% 
APRIL 1   95% 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 
 
 
 
 

mailto:docsal423@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition ✓ 
Illinois  February 2 edition ✓ 
Missouri February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition 
Michigan February 23 edition 
Indiana March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition 
Minnesota March 15 edition 

 

 

 
 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 

 

 
PLEASE HELP SUPPORT OUR LEADING CANDIDATE 

AND THE NATIONAL VICE-COMMANDER 
CANDIDATES! 

 
If you are interested or would like to help in your 

Detachment, please contact me and I can send 
them out right away.  I appreciate your help with 

this fundraiser.  Thanks! 
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January 
Membership 
Honor Roll 

 

Individual Recruitment 
Award Recipients 

 
I would like to recognize 16 Individual Re-
cruitment Award Recipients that have recruited 
5 or more new members.  
 
These are the first recipients of the new mem-
bership year and hopefully many more to 
come: 
 

 Central 

• Alan Schenck 

• Chester Crooks 

• Michael Monserud 

• Mike Walsh 

• Gary Blust 

• Michael Simkins 

• Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

• David Fishman 

• David Grebert 

• Joe Christsen 
 

 Southern 

• William Foster 
 

 Western 

• Bill Bryant 

• Jeremy James 

• Ned Fox 

• James Eubanks 

• Michael Fox 
 
Joseph Navarrete, Chairman 
National Membership Committee 
 

“Serving Those Who Served… 
Full Steam Ahead” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   
 
 

   
 
 

       
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 |                                                 "Serving Those Who Served...Full Steam Ahead" | Round-Up – Feb. 9, 2020 

A Message From 
The Americanism 

Commission 
 
Greetings to all my fellow Sons members, 
 
I hope this article finds you well and on good 
terms, but if not, please know that we Sons are 
here for you.  If you yourself or your post home 
have been damaged by declared natural disas-
ters, this program can help you with financial 
or personal item needs until you are back on 
your feet. In this article, I'll tell you what you 
need to do as well as the requirements to re-
ceive the assistance.  Most of the information 
provided here comes directly from the National 
American Legion website 
at www.legion.org/emergency. 
 

The Preamble 
to our Constitu-

tion sums up our 
theme of the Na-

tional Emergency 
Fund "...devotion to 

mutual helpfulness."  This is more 
than just simple words, it's our pledge of sup-
port to Legionnaires and their families.   Since 
the early '20's, The American Legion has been 
actively involved in meeting the needs of both 
the community and members in the wake of 
disasters such as the hurricanes in Missouri, 
Florida, Louisiana and other Southern states; 
tornadoes in Iowa last summer and other up-
per Midwest areas; floods in Texas a few years 
ago in the Houston area; earthquakes in Cali-
fornia and wildfires also in California, Nevada 
and the great Yellowstone fires in Wyoming, 
Montana and parts of Eastern Idaho. 
 
The National Emergency Fund, created in 1989 
in response to Hurricane Hugo, has provide 
more than $8 million in direct financial aid to 
American Legion family members and post 
homes.  By providing this monetary help, the 
N.E.F. has stopped affected post homes from 
shutting its doors for good and allowed Ameri-
can Legion Family members to recoup from 
tragedy. 
 

The fund provides up to $3,000 for qualified 
Legion Family members and up to $10,000 for 
Legion Post Homes.  The eligibility require-
ments are as follows: 
 
1. The applicant must have been displaced 

from their primary residence due to damag-
es caused by a declared natural disaster. 

2. The applicant must submit copies of all re-
ceipts of items required to meets right away 
needs such as temporary housing, food, wa-
ter, diapers, clothing etc. during the period 
immediately following the declared natural 
disaster. 

3. 3.  The members membership must be ac-
tive at the time of the disaster and also at 
the time of the application. 

 
To submit an application for help, to make a 
donation to the NEF or for further information, 
please go to legion.org/emergency to learn 
more about the National Emergency Fund. 
 
Casey Lenort 
Detachment of Minnesota 
National Americanism Commission 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legion.org/emergency
http://legion.org/emergency
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 TO: SAL National Officers 
           SAL National Commissions/Committees 
           SAL Past National Commanders 
           SAL National Executive Committee 

& Alternates 
           Detachment Commanders 
           Detachment Adjutants 
           SAL Leading Candidates 

for National Commander 
           National SAL Liaison 
  
All, 
  
See the below message sent from the Department 
of Nebraska Adjutant, David Salak to The American 
Legion National Adjutant, Daniel Wheeler regard-
ing SAL National Assistant Adjutant Emeritus, Har-
old Thompson, Jr.’s mother Eveline Thompson. 
 
Harold Thompson, Jr., is a long-time advocate of 
the Sons of The American Legion. In 2014, a reso-
lution passed designating him as National Assis-
tant Adjutant Emeritus. His mother, Eveline, has 
always been near Harold at just about every event 
I can think of, so I know many people know her 
just as much as they know Harold. 
  
Eveline has had some medical issues of late and 
Harold phoned me today to tell me he is putting 
his mom in hospice today. I’m sure he could use 
some uplifting thoughts from his friends in the 
Sons. 
 

Harold Thompson, Jr. 
Post Office Box 22 
Wayne, NE 68787 

 
Could you pass this to the SONS at the National 
level? 
  
David W. Salak 
Department Adjutant 
Nebraska American Legion 
402-464-6338 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE 
Upon the concussion of the October 15-17, 2019 Fall 
NEC Meetings the following changes took effect imme-
diately. These changes impact the following pages of 
the Sons of the American Legion Handbook. The SAL 
Preamble on pages 1, 36 & 43 and Membership Eligibil-
ity on page 1, 37 & 44. These changes will be incorpo-
rated in the next batch print for 2020. 
 

PREAMBLE TO THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION 
Proud possessors of a priceless heritage, we male de-
scendants of veterans of all Wars, associate ourselves 
together as "Sons of The American Legion" for the fol-
lowing purposes: To uphold and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America; to maintain law 
and order; to foster and perpetuate a true spirit of 
Americanism; to preserve the memories of our former 
members and the association of our members and our 
forefathers in all Wars; to inculcate a sense of individual 
obligation to the Community, State and Nation; to com-
bat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses; to 
make right the master of might; to promote peace and 
good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posteri-
ty the principles of justice, freedom and democracy, to 
consecrate and sanctify our friendship by our devotion 
to mutual helpfulness; to adopt in letter and spirit all of 
the great principles for which The American Legion 
stands; and to assist in carrying on for God and Country. 
 

MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY 
All male descendants, adopted sons, and stepsons of 
members of The American Legion, and such male de-
scendants of veterans who died in service during World 
War I, and December 7, 1941, to date, as set forth in 
Article IV, Section 1, of the National Constitution of The 
American Legion, or who died subsequent to their hon-
orable discharge from such service, shall be eligible for 
membership in the Sons of The American Legion. 
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