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The American Legion Department of 
Wisconsin , in collaboration with  The 
United States Chamber of Commerce 
Foundationôs Hiring Our Heroes and The 
American Legion National , is holding  a 
Career Fair on August 25  at the Hilton 
Milwaukee City Center, located at 509 
West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 
53203 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
  
Employment Workshops for Jobseekers will 
take place from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM followed 
by a Networking Luncheon from 12:00 PM to 
1:00 PM.  The Career Fair will take place from 
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  
  
The links below will take you to the Career 
Workshops and Job Fair registration sites 
where jobseekers can sign up for the event.  
There is no cost to register.   
 
The American Legion Transition & Employment 
Career Workshops Tickets, Thu, Aug 25, 2022 at 
9:00 AM | Eventbr ite 
 
SUMMARY - Hiring Our Heroes and  The Amer-
ican Legion Wisconsin Career Event 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Adam B. Treece,  
Veterans Employment 
and Education Policy Analyst 

 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1X0B8gaXRNDIzNXtMjsaXkOqbRudFtMXyFFMIj0IQ2sHa3F9JEivqcBv6d0cN3luhPGyoeBz3gENODBfRnmeYNzg2FeB2DQz7Xn4nDcEJP2D8swi8hFfh7fEAyuURrDLBCiF4lAG-5ZsDuZRhrjqxS65dlkIPZpnxPcFvHFB0zX9f6cSpgQI9_6Fr6_7mXJD06w8G73FbzqNJGX6hUlXBXA8uy62b0f2Kjof8Yb7ZlnVZt92VQHtfgwVrwfOxVRHe0ivMeLtICH33h2TRbpI_AzEYxheJyO9fpOz-6Rq567OePCkv-mPQA8IWYNrLBi08/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fthe-american-legion-transition-employment-career-workshops-tickets-371265313547
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1X0B8gaXRNDIzNXtMjsaXkOqbRudFtMXyFFMIj0IQ2sHa3F9JEivqcBv6d0cN3luhPGyoeBz3gENODBfRnmeYNzg2FeB2DQz7Xn4nDcEJP2D8swi8hFfh7fEAyuURrDLBCiF4lAG-5ZsDuZRhrjqxS65dlkIPZpnxPcFvHFB0zX9f6cSpgQI9_6Fr6_7mXJD06w8G73FbzqNJGX6hUlXBXA8uy62b0f2Kjof8Yb7ZlnVZt92VQHtfgwVrwfOxVRHe0ivMeLtICH33h2TRbpI_AzEYxheJyO9fpOz-6Rq567OePCkv-mPQA8IWYNrLBi08/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fthe-american-legion-transition-employment-career-workshops-tickets-371265313547
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1X0B8gaXRNDIzNXtMjsaXkOqbRudFtMXyFFMIj0IQ2sHa3F9JEivqcBv6d0cN3luhPGyoeBz3gENODBfRnmeYNzg2FeB2DQz7Xn4nDcEJP2D8swi8hFfh7fEAyuURrDLBCiF4lAG-5ZsDuZRhrjqxS65dlkIPZpnxPcFvHFB0zX9f6cSpgQI9_6Fr6_7mXJD06w8G73FbzqNJGX6hUlXBXA8uy62b0f2Kjof8Yb7ZlnVZt92VQHtfgwVrwfOxVRHe0ivMeLtICH33h2TRbpI_AzEYxheJyO9fpOz-6Rq567OePCkv-mPQA8IWYNrLBi08/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fthe-american-legion-transition-employment-career-workshops-tickets-371265313547
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1wVp_aD1NUtpSFgvpSF5AWz6TOlCtvh4S2XFA_0LtRNLjRUshKduvLxncKODlvHaQa3B2xCaSXFKCVHhEwB2QN5yOmo4V0D5s45mqRpux2oiU1sAwPNmyAvsEEfi7Eg2yqsSm6Bdl4n4CszWk87GO6J3wNJDywx0UeOw_E26r5YhbG4JvluJlLCRvE1rzztGBqmY9fBmK9AZLbGmiOC30SYz83H0hpwRwgQRMp4y2o8E6oQVV1tIOGBVbBe4zWTat8vQI_vvWK5kZbD_v3F3mM9u_nvVIGIbjBzhQOeSCEyGY8Vqflnr60BNOAEeEzRHN/https%3A%2F%2Fevents.hiringourheroes.org%2Fevent%2F42dbd3d2-b353-40a0-9917-9551715c3711%2Fsummary
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1wVp_aD1NUtpSFgvpSF5AWz6TOlCtvh4S2XFA_0LtRNLjRUshKduvLxncKODlvHaQa3B2xCaSXFKCVHhEwB2QN5yOmo4V0D5s45mqRpux2oiU1sAwPNmyAvsEEfi7Eg2yqsSm6Bdl4n4CszWk87GO6J3wNJDywx0UeOw_E26r5YhbG4JvluJlLCRvE1rzztGBqmY9fBmK9AZLbGmiOC30SYz83H0hpwRwgQRMp4y2o8E6oQVV1tIOGBVbBe4zWTat8vQI_vvWK5kZbD_v3F3mM9u_nvVIGIbjBzhQOeSCEyGY8Vqflnr60BNOAEeEzRHN/https%3A%2F%2Fevents.hiringourheroes.org%2Fevent%2F42dbd3d2-b353-40a0-9917-9551715c3711%2Fsummary
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In the final turn  

August 17, 2022 

 
Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 
 
As my year as national commander winds down, it 
dawns on me how quickly time passes.  Itôs been a 
year of tremendous successes for The American Le-
gion.  Iôll address those in the coming weeks.  But 
they are all because of your efforts to support our 
great organization. 
 

The middle of August also signi-
fies the conclusion of the third 
annual American Legion 100 
Miles for Hope .  This fitness-
based wellness and fundraising 
initia tive has helped thousands 

of our American Legion Family members and 
friends improve their health while driving donations 
to support the Veterans & Children Foundation 
(V&CF).  
 
To borrow a phrase from our INDYCAR partners, we 
are heading into the final turn .  But there is still time 
to make a difference.  Here are some reminders of 
the benefits of your participation:  
 

¶ At least 30 minutes a day of physical activity 
helps prolong your life and stave off diseases.  It 
also improves your mental wellbeing. 

¶ All fu nds raised through the 100 Miles for Hope 
campaign benefit disabled veterans and military 
families in financial distress, through the V&CF.  

¶ You can support your department in the depart-
ment fundraising challenge.  Each department 
was placed in a group of others that are similar 
in size.  The top department in each of the six cat-
egories will receive a plaque from the national 
commander. 

¶ Our most prolific fundraiser  will receive the top 
incentive: four tickets to any INDYCAR race of 
their choice in 2023 .  (This covers just the 

http://www.legion.org/100miles
http://www.legion.org/100miles
https://www.legion.org/100miles/FAQ#incentives
https://www.legion.org/100miles/FAQ#incentives
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tickets.  Travel and accommodations are on your 
own.) 

¶ Donations raised through Sept. 5 will be counted 
toward our final monthly fundraising champion .  
Whoever raises the highest donation total will 
receive an INDYCAR helmet signed by all three 
American Legion INDYCAR drivers.   

 
Please note that any donations mailed in must be re-
ceived by Sept. 5 and clearly indicate that they 
should be counted among your donation tally. 
 
Thank you for all you have done to support The 
American Legion, the 100 Miles for Hope challenge, 
and our other programs that support veterans, ser-
vicemembers, their families and the communities in 
which they live. 
 
That is why The American Legion is known as é 
Veterans Strengthening America. 
 
Paul E. Dillard , National Commander  
The American Legion 

 

 
Legionnaires sent more than 
34,000 messages to Congress  

urging them to pass the PACT Act  
The American Legion | August 12, 2022 

 
The American Legionôs National Legislative Division 
serves as the principal advocate of servicemembers, 
veterans and their families on Capitol Hill where 
they are responsible for promoting the organiza-
tionôs positions and priorities to Congress.  Doing so, 
they provide members of Congress and their profes-
sional staff with valuable information and expertise, 
which has defined The American Legion as an insti-
tutional authority in the veteran community.  
 
On the National Legislative Divisionôs Legislative 
Center page, Legionnaires are able to access legisla-
tive testimony that has been delivered to Congress 
and the organizationôs legislative agenda.  

Additionally, there are useful resources including 
the Legislative Action Center, congressional contact 
report forms and an advocacy toolkit. 
 
"Grassroots advocacy by Legionnaires to pass legis-
lation that supports the military and veteran com-
munity is at the core of what we do as an organiza-
tion,ò said American Legion Legislative Director 
Lawrence Montreuil .  ñI'd encourage all members to 
visit our legislative advocacy center and sign up for 
advocacy alerts as well as our weekly legislative 
newsletters so they can keep abreast of legislation 
that impacts our veterans and servicemembers." 
 
In the lead up to the vote on the historic PACT Act, 
Legionnaires used these grassroots resources to 
send more than 34,000 messages to members of 
Congress, urging them to pass the legislation.  The 
PACT Act was signed into law on Aug. 10. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

50 th  Convention  
Commemoration Committee  

Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman  
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Advisory Committee  
Joe Mayne  (M N), Chairman  

 

Americanism Commission  
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman  

Fourth Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central  

5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific  
Call in # (508) 924  3315 

Access Code: NONE 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26  

 
Conference Call Schedule : 

 
August 25, 2022 

 

Century Committee  
(CENTCOM)  

Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Child Welfare Foundation  
Committee  

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman  
Third Wednesday of each month 

 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808 417 
Online Meeting ID:  

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/ coolcameo 
 

 
 

Children & Youth Committee  
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman  

Second Monday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09  

Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607 
Passcode: xZztq6 

 
Watch the National Children & Youth  

Academy promo video HERE  
 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zs_-XXBbac
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American Legion youth program 
champions to be honored  

at convention  
The American Legion | August 17, 2022 

 
Champions of American Legion youth programs in 
2022, along with the 2021 Legion Baseball All-Aca-
demic Team captain, will be honored on stage Aug. 
30 during the 103rd National Convention in Mil-
waukee.  
 

 
Top L to R: Emma Noble, Mikole Hogan, Samantha Zermeno 
Bottom L to R: Tamarus Darby Jr., Dylan Owens, Christopher 
Adam 

 
Meet the champions:  
American Legion Junior 3 -Postion Air Rifle 
Precision Champion Mikole Hogan .  Hogan of 
Montgomery, Texas, won the precision title  during 
the Legionôs air rifle championship in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., at the U.S. Olympic Training Center 
July 23, with an aggregate score of 2,486.8. She will 
be an incoming freshman on the air rifle competitive 
team at Texas Christian University.   
 
American Legion Junior 3 -Postion Air Rifle 
Sporter Champion Samantha 
Zermeno.   Zermeno won the sporter title  during 
the Legionôs air rifle championship in Colorado 
Spring with an aggregate score of 2,293.3. 
She shoots for the Nation Ford MCJROTC rifle team 
in Fort Mill, S.C.  
 
American Legion Boys Nation President 
Tamarus Darby Jr.  Darby attended Michigan 
Boys State and was selected to attend the 76th ses-
sion of Boys Nation in Washington, D.C., July 22-30, 
where he was elected president. He plans to attend 
college at Howard University in Washington, D.C. on 
an ROTC scholarship.  He will major  in political sci-
ence and international affairs and minor in econom-
ics.    
 

American Legion National Eagle Scout of the 
Year  Christopher Adam .  Adam of Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., was nominated for the National Eagle 
Scout of the Year award by American Legion Post 
109 in Mechanicsburg.  For his Eagle Scout project, 
Adam designed and constructed a World War II D -
Day memorial called Liberation Pointe  to ñhonor the 
sacrifices of D-Day and World War II veterans and 
to make sure that America's future generations do 
not forget what these men and women did for our 
country and for the world.ò The memorial is located 
on the grounds of the U.S. Army Heritage and Edu-
cation Center in Carlisle, Pa. Adam is a cadet in the 
Class of 2026 at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Col-
orado Springs, Colo. 
 
American Legion National Oratorical Con-
test Champion Emma Noble .  Noble of Birming-
ham, Ala., won the Legionôs 83rd National Oratori-
cal Contest, ñA U.S. Constitutional Speech Contest,ò 
in Indianapolis on April 24 and a $25,000 scholar-
ship. She is a senior at the Alabama School of Fine 
Arts in Birmingham  with plans to pursue college de-
grees in public policy and economics before attend-
ing law school.     
 
20 21 Legion Baseball All -Academic Team 
Captain Dylan Owens .  Owens of Jacksonville, 
Fla., plays baseball for Trinity Baptist College in 
Jacksonville where he is studying to be a history and 
physical education teacher. 

 

Subcommittee  
on National Appointments  

Ron Roberts, (MS ), Chairman  

 

Finance  Commission  
William G. Hill (MD) , Chairman  

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/shooting/256422/texas-south-carolina-youth-win-legion-air-rifle-championship
https://www.legion.org/shooting/256422/texas-south-carolina-youth-win-legion-air-rifle-championship
https://www.legion.org/boysnation
https://www.legion.org/boysnation
https://www.legion.org/scouting/255730/national-eagle-scout-year-2022-named
https://www.legion.org/scouting/255730/national-eagle-scout-year-2022-named
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/255612/alabama-high-school-junior-claims-83rd-american-legion-national-oratorical-title%C2%A0
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/255612/alabama-high-school-junior-claims-83rd-american-legion-national-oratorical-title%C2%A0
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Tim Aboudara, Sr.,  

National Service Project Coordinator  
 

As of August 18 , 2022  

1,831,290  

 Flags  have been placed  and  
reported  to honor our veterans  

since September 1, 2021  

 

Internal Affairs  Commission  
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman  

Fourth Thursday of each month 
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-6050 

Access Code: 344590 

 

Legislative Commission  
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman  

First Thursday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (267) 807-9601 

Access Code 988 284 103# 

 
 

Member Training and  
Development Committee  
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman  

First Monday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern  

Call in # (605) 468 -8772 
Access Code: 625764# 

 

Membership Committee  
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman  

Third Tuesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (605) 472 -5756 
Access Code 771 7294# 

 
 

The current SAL membership report can be accessed 
on the national website at 

www.legion.org/membership/standings  

August 17, 2022 
 
By now, each Detachment should have received their 
2023 membership cards.  Letôs get off to a fast start, 
blowing our 10% target date out of the water, then 
continue to gain momentum from there .  How do 
you get a member to renew?  ASK! 
 
Remind them of the GREAT things the SAL does for 
our veterans.  Remind them of the sacrifices the vet-
eran who provided their eligibility endured .  Remind 
them that our Five Star and Ten Ideals programs are 
at the heart of who we are. 
 
Last but not least, remind them that they only pay 
once a year.  WHY NOT NOW?? 

 

 
 

http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
http://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com
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National  Convention  
Committee  

Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman  
awatry@mindspring.com  

Meetings held as necessary 
Call in # (857) 2320159 

Access Code: 962347 
 

Legion Family to conduct service 
project during  

national convention  
The American Legion | August 10, 2022 

 
In conjunction with the 2022 American Legion Na-
tional Convention in Milwaukee, American Legion 
Family members again will come together to help 
better an aspect of the host city. 
 
As has happened at multiple national conventions, 
The American Legion will take part in a community 
service project.  Members of the Legion Family will 
head to Milwaukeeôs War Memorial Center  on Aug. 
26 from 7 a.m.-noon.  There, they will engage in one 
of four projects.  
 

mailto:awatry@mindspring.com
https://warmemorialcenter.org/
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¶ At the front of the War Memorial Center there 

are six solid, red granite barriers put in place as 

decorative vehicle obstacles.  Five represent each 

branch of the service, the sixth has the name of 

the memorial and a quote from General Douglas 

MacArthur .  The painted areas of each logo and 

text will need to be touched up with black paint.  

¶ Polish black marble surfaces throughout the cen-
ter, including the surface area around the eternal 

flame and eight black marble benches located in 

Veterans Courtyard. 

¶ The War Memorial Center secured funding in 
2020 to build out green infrastructure, including 

native plantings along the north lot of the build-

ing.  This is an area that tends to collect debris 

and will require some weeding to preserve the 

native plantings associated with the project.  Vol-

unteers will help weed the area. 

¶ North of the native plantings area is the Vietnam 
War Memorial .  Bricks are placed around the 

memorial with names of veterans engraved in 

the tiles.  Power-spraying and removing debris 

lifted out from between bricks will take place 

during the project.  

Dedicated on Veterans Day 1957 and designated a 
Milwaukee Landmark in 1974, the War Memorial 
Center was designed by renowned Finnish American  
architect Eero Saarinen, whose work also included 
the St. Louis Gateway Arch, New Yorkôs John F. Ken-
nedy Airport and Dulles International Airport in 
Washington, D.C.  In addition to standing as a testa-
ment to those whose made the ultimate sacrifice for 
the nation, the War Memorial Center is a hub for vet-
eran activities, providing more than $120,000 in 
services each year to veterans and veteran service or-
ganizations. 

 

Public and Media  
Communications Commission  

Mark B. McCue (MA ), Chairman  

Fourth Monday of Each Month  
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/ 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

 

 

The American Legion Media Alliance is looking for-
ward to hosting its in -person and virtual Media 
Training Workshop at the 103rd National Conven-
tion in Milwaukee on Monday, Aug. 29.  

 
Registration, which is optional, is still availa-
ble online here.  The virtual session will be 
livestreamed on The American Legionôs Facebook 
page at facebook.com/americanlegionhq . 
  
The schedule is as follows:  
 

TALMA MEDIA TRAINING WORKSHOP  

 
Monday, Aug. 29  

103rd National Convention  | Milwaukee  

Wisconsin Center  
Room 102  | Section D  | First Floor  

(Note: All times are Central time .  Schedule subject to change.) 

 
¶ 8:30 a.m.:  Welcome remarks 

¶ 8:45 a.m.:  How to support The American Le-
gionôs Be The One campaign and use The Amer-
ican Legion brandmark appropriately  (pre-
sented by National Marketing Division Director 
Kimberly Meesters)  

¶ 9:30 a.m.:  How to use texting to communicate 
with membership  (presented by Arizona Dis-
trict 11 Commander Bobbie Kimelton)   

¶ 10 a.m.:  Best practices for hosting virtual meet-
ings (presented by Department of Ohio Media, 
Marketing and Communications Commission 
Chair Holly Lewis)   

¶ 10:30 a.m.:  Best practices for photog-
raphy (presented by Department of Minnesota 
Communications Director Tim Engstrom)   

¶ 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. : Break for TALMA luncheon .  
(See below for details and to register.)  

¶ 1 p.m.:  Remarks from the Charlotte Convention 
& Visitors Bureau, site of the 2023 National Con-
vention  

¶ 1:15 p.m.:  Facebook, part 1: The how and why 
of starting your postôs Facebook page (presented 
by Chairman Dave Wallace)    

¶ 1:45 p.m.:  Facebook, part 2: How to create a 
membership renewal campaign on Face-
book (presented by Department of Iowa 1st Dis-
trict Commander Samuel Johnson)   

¶ 2:15 p.m.:  Facebook, part 3: How to use Face-
book advertising/promotions to grow member-
ship or donations (presented by Hollywood Post 
43 Commander and Tango Alpha Lima podcast 
co-host Jeff Daly)   
2:45 p.m.:  Best practices for using Canva (pre-
sented by Sarah Eisenhardt)   

¶ 3:30 p.m.:  Questions and answers  

http://em.legion.org/c/12szOornFQlndHLrRddHWOPk
http://em.legion.org/c/12szQrba3MW0EQRboixS3t6N
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¶ 4 p.m.:  Close  
 

Awards luncheon:  There is still time to register 
for the TALMA special awards luncheon that will in-
clude recognition of the contest winners, presenta-
tions by speakers and a delicious meal.  The lunch-
eon will begin at 11 a.m. at the Hilton Milwaukee, 
Wright Ballroom, Sectio n C, Fourth Floor.  It is free 
for TALMA award recipients .  For others and guests, 
the price is $20. 
 
Visit  legion.org/talma/banquet  to register.  On-site 
registration will be availab le, but pre-registration is 
encouraged. 

 

 

Sub -Committee  
on Resolutions  

Ned Fox (CA ), Chairman  

 

Veterans Affairs  

& Rehabilitation Commission  

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman  
Fourth Monday of each month  

7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686  
Passcode: 243945 

 

Veterans Employment  
& Education Commission  

Chuck Treat (AZ ), Chairman  
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Call In # (508) 924 -3315 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26  

 

A message from  
the National Historian  

Bill Towns  (OH)  
 
I am reaching out to Sons Historians asking for your 
help. 
  
First , if you plan to attend the Sons of the American 
National Convention in Milwaukee, I would like to 
invite you to participate in Judging the History 
Books that will be presented this year. 
  
Secondly, as you may know, the National History 
Book Contest rules have not been updated since 

2000 and in many places are out of date with todayôs 
technology. 
 
If you would like to participate in reviewing the cur-
rent printed contest rul es and possible suggestions 
for updates, please look over the Official History 
Contest Rules and email me any suggestions you see 
that would improve, update, or clarify the published 
rules. 
 
Thank you for your help!  
  
Bill Towns , National Historian  
Sons of The American Legion 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://em.legion.org/c/12szStUWrJwE5ZWUVnS2a7og
https://mercycare-org.zoom.us/j/84516680686?pwd=N0hKWjloR3RKbUl0bkVvRlVGVmxzZz09
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
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JOIN DONATE 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home  

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL  

Thir d Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
 

Over the few days, Sons from across the country 

will travel to Milwaukee for the 50th National Con-
vention.   Members are participating in the Legacy 
Run.  Families are packing for the trip.  Members of 
the entire American Legion Family are waiting with 
anticipation the start of their respective conven-
tions.  And of course, excitement is building for the 

candidates who are running for the highest offices in 
our Family.  
 
There is also a lot of emotion, not only for the incom-
ing leaders, but for the outgoing leaders as well.  We 
will always wonder if we did enough, if we accom-
plished our goals, and if we made a difference.  For 
me, there is always room for more, but in the grand 
scheme of things, the Central Region did an out-
standing job this year, and I really want to thank 
each of you for your help, support, and dedication to 
the organization we truly l ove.  Every one of the Cen-
tral Region Detachments went out and did the work.  
We raised money for our charities, volunteered to 
support our veterans, and took care of the children 
of our communities, states, and great nation.  Our 
membership program flourished, and showed the 
world that Proud Possessors of a Priceless Heritage 
can do. 
 
Although I will not be your National Vice-Com-
mander after Sunday, I will always be here to help 
however I  can.  We will continue to strengthen Sons 
of The American Legion by growing our member-
ship, becoming more visible in the publicôs eye, and 
most importantly, we will continue t o honor the vet-
erans who made us eligible by our continued mem-
bership in Sons of The  American Legion. 
 
Thank you all!  
 

Two weeks ago, I had the opportunity to trave to 

Bowie, MD to attend the Negro League Legends Hall 
of Fame Mixer, East-West Game, and bowling event. 
 

 
 

https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
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Earlier this year, the Ohio Legislature designated 

US Rt. 224 in Poland Village the JOSEPH K. 
VRABEL OHIO VETERANS HALL OF FAME ME-
MORIAL HIGHWAY .  It took a few years, but with 
the help of Mahoning Valley Squadron 15 member 
State Senator Michael Rulli, Senate Bill 173 was in-
troduced, passed, and signed into law by Governor 
Mike DeWine. 
 
Joseph K. Vrabel of Poland in Mahoning County,  is 
a member of the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame, being 
posthumously inducted in 2013.  
 

Joseph K. Vrabel returned from 
his service in the United States 
Army during the Korean War and 
went to work serving his fellow 
veterans, joining the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars in 1956 and soon be-
coming Post Commander. 
 
Joeôs service continued as a Life 

Member of The American Legion Mahoning Valley 
Post 15, where he served five years as Post Com-
mander, going on to serve as Mahoning County 
Commander, Dynamic Ninth District Commander, 
and during 2003 -2004, served as the American Le-
gion Department of Ohio Commander .  He was an 

avid supporter of the American Legionôs Buckeye 
Boys State, promoting the program whenever he 
could.  He secured several local sponsorships, as well 
as providing his own personal donations to allow the 
youth of his area to get a first-hand experience in 
state government. 
 
Joe was also very active in the Gifts for the Yanks 
program, and raised funds to continue the mission 
of providing gifts for hospitalized veterans at Christ-
mas.  He was instrumental in obtainin g a van to 
transport veterans from Youngstown to the Cleve-
land VA hospitals and clinics.  He also served as Post 
15 Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Advisor for 15 
years and was a former Ninth District SAL Advisor .  
In addition, he spent countless hours as a member of 
Mahoning Valley Post 15ôs Honor Guard and Color 
Guard, providing final military honors to his fellow 
veterans. 
 
Joe also served veterans as an active member of 
eight other organizations.  He was known locally as 
the ñVeteranôs Veteran.ò Joe sponsored numerous 
bowling, golf, and other teams as the owner of the 
Hillcrest Tavern, and he and his family sponsored 
youth softball teams in his hometown . 
 
On Sunday, August 21, 2022, we dedicated the 
stretch of US Route 224 in a ceremony attended by 
Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, Riders, and Sons 
from around the state and across the country.  The 
ceremony was organized and hosted by Detachment 
of Ohio Chaplain Jeff Vrabel, Jr.  Guest speakers in-
cluded National Vice-Commander James T. Higuera 
of California, Department of Ohio Commander 
Charles Stennis, SAL National Vice-Commander Jeff 
Vrabel, Sr., and Mahoning Valley Squadron 15 mem-
ber Ohio State Senator Michael Rulli, who spon-
sored the legislation to rename the highway.  Local 
government officia ls also attended the ceremony, as 
well as a reception at the War Memorial Building 
Post 15 home following the ceremony. 
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pictured is Joeôs family grandson Jeff , Jr., son Jeff, Sr., daugh-
ter -in-law Mary, grandsons Kenneth & Phillip, wife Nadene, 
grandson J errod Cardinal, daughter Melissa Cardinal , son-in-
law Andy Cardinal, and granddaughter Mandy Cardinal.  

 

  

 
SAL NVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Ohio State Senator Michael Rulli , De-
tachment of Ohio Chaplain Jeff Vra bel, Jr. 

 

 
National Vice -Commander James T. Higuera  and Department 
of Ohio Commander Charles Stennis 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped in some way, 
those who traveled to Poland for the ceremony, and 
for the kind words and stories about my dad.  My 
family and I truly appreciate it.  
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W ith the election of a new National Commander 

and National Vice-Commanders on Sunday, the next 
edition may be delayed a day or two.  Keep an eye on 
your email for your next Round-Up.  With the new 
edition there will be a new layout and new features.  
Please donôt be shy and submit some news for our 
newsletter!  
 

A s always, if there is anything I can do to help, 

please let me do, and I will help how I can. 
 

W e are Sons of The American Legion.  

 

W e are #SALSTRONG!!!  

 

 
 

 
August 17, 2022 

 
Gentlemen, 
 

Everyone has done a great job this 
year.  We are going to convention 
with 100% membership for our re-
gion; congratulations.  
 
It has been an honor serving as 
your Regional Membership Chair-
man this year.  Please remember 

even though our 2023 membership cards are out, we 
still need to contact our members who have not paid 
their 2022 dues to please do so, they still have time.  
 
All Detachment Adjutants , could you please send me 
your new officers list?  I t would be greatly appreci-
ated. 
 
Thank you all for being a Proud Possessor of Your 
Priceless Heritage.  Hope to see everyone at conven-
tion . 
 
David Mennel,  
Central Region 
Membership Chairman  
davidmennel@yahoo.com 
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Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Western 4  Q 24,414       25,525       (1,111)        104.55% 13               QUOTA

2 Eastern 6, 7, 8 Q 136,233     138,564     (2,331)        101.71% 184             QUOTA

3 Southern 3, 4, 5, 6 Q 42,593       43,007       (414)           100.97% 11               QUOTA

4 Central 4, 6, 8 Q 124,977     125,742     (765)           100.61% 37               QUOTA

5 Midwest 3, 4 28,508       28,376       132            99.54% 63               

TOTALS 356,725    361,214    (4,489)       101.26% 295            QUOTA

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Michigan 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 21,985       24,072       (2,087)        109.49% -                  9 Q

2 Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 3,914         4,149         (235)           106.00% (1)                16 Q

3 Iowa 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 4,571         4,817         (246)           105.38% 2                 18 Q

4 Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 11,091       11,163       (72)             100.65% 1                 34 Q

5 Ohio 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 29,946       29,859       87               99.71% 2                 39

6 Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 3,211         3,135         76               97.63% -                  44

7 Indiana 1 36,657       35,537       1,120         96.94% 32               45

8 Illinois 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 13,602       13,010       592            95.65% 1                 48

TOTALS 124,977    125,742    (765)          100.61% 37              Q

Q = Quota

1  Met 09/22/21 goal of 10% 6  Met 02/09/22 goal of 75%  - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

2  Met10/14/21  goal of 25% 7  Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3  Met 11/10/21 goal of 35% 8  Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4  Met 12/08/21 goal of 45% 9  Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5  Met 01/21/22 goal of 60% 10 Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Wisconsin 3,914         4,149         (235)           106.00% 3.30%

Iowa 4,571         4,817         (246)           105.38% 3.83%

Missouri 3,211         3,135         76               97.63% 2.49%

TOTALS 7,782        7,952        (170)          102.18% 6.32%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Minnesota 11,091       11,163       (72)             100.65% 8.88%

Illinois 13,602       13,010       592            95.65% 10.35%

TOTALS 24,693      24,173      520            97.89% 19.22%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Michigan 21,985       24,072       (2,087)        109.49% 19.14%

Ohio 29,946       29,859       87               99.71% 23.75%

Indiana 36,657       35,537       1,120         96.94% 28.26%

TOTALS 88,588      89,468      (880)          100.99% 71.15%

Blue Division

2022 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 08/18/22

Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
National

Rank

Red Division

White Division

 
 

202 2 Central Region  
Renewal  Report  

 

08/18/22

Detachment Renewal %

1 Iowa 95.23%

2 Wisconsin 93.93%

3 Michigan 91.83%

4 Ohio 90.57%

5 Minnesota 90.00%

6 Indiana 88.33%

7 Illinois 87.61%

8 Missouri 84.75%

NATIONAL 88.58% 

mailto:davidmennel@yahoo.com
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While vacationing in Michigan ôs Upper Peninsula, Mahoning 
Valley Squadron 15 (OH) member Phillip Vrabel  visited the 
Thomas F. Grant Post 62 memorial in St. Ignace.  

photo by Darcia Sielschott  

 

 
 

Alfred Erickson American Legion 
Post 186 Charters New SAL 

Squadron  
 
Post 186 (MI) is proud to announce the formation of 
our new Sons of the American Legion Squadron.  We 

have 15 Charter Members with Ron Olson as the 
Commander and other officers to be determined 
soon. 
 
Thanks to John Pickard, SAL 5th Zone Commander; 
Zack Pendell, SAL Past Detachment Commander; 
and Wendy Retzloff, 12th District Legion Com-
mander, for coming to help set up our Squadron. 
 
Thanks to the Post SAL Committee for their work to 
make this happen and a big thank you to Richard 
Chaney for all his help with keeping track of the SAL 
membership applications, dues, and paperwork. 
 
We are looking forward to working with our new SAL 
Squadron as we continue our service to veterans, 
their families,  and the community.  
 
Thanks to everyone who attended the picnic and to 
all who brought food and helped out. 
 
It was a good day for Post 186! 
 

reprinted from Facebook 

 

 
 

 


