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SAL membership reports are available here

The American Legion Department of
Wisconsin, in collaboration with The
United States Chamber of Commerce
Foundation’s Hiring Our Heroes and The
American Legion National, is holding a
Career Fair on August 25 at the Hilton
Milwaukee City Center, located at 509
West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, WI
53203 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.
Employment Workshops for Jobseekers will
take place from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM followed
by a Networking Luncheon from 12:00 PM to
1:00 PM. The Career Fair will take place from
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
The links below will take you to the Career
Workshops and Job Fair registration sites
where jobseekers can sign up for the event.
There is no cost to register.
The American Legion Transition & Employment
Career Workshops Tickets, Thu, Aug 25, 2022 at
9:00 AM | Eventbrite
SUMMARY - Hiring Our Heroes and The American Legion Wisconsin Career Event
Sincerely,
Adam B. Treece,
Veterans Employment
and Education Policy Analyst
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In the final turn
August 17, 2022

Dear American Legion Family and Friends,
As my year as national commander winds down, it
dawns on me how quickly time passes. It’s been a
year of tremendous successes for The American Legion. I’ll address those in the coming weeks. But
they are all because of your efforts to support our
great organization.
The middle of August also signifies the conclusion of the third
annual American Legion 100
Miles for Hope. This fitnessbased wellness and fundraising
initiative has helped thousands
of our American Legion Family members and
friends improve their health while driving donations
to support the Veterans & Children Foundation
(V&CF).
To borrow a phrase from our INDYCAR partners, we
are heading into the final turn. But there is still time
to make a difference. Here are some reminders of
the benefits of your participation:
•
•
•

•

3|

At least 30 minutes a day of physical activity
helps prolong your life and stave off diseases. It
also improves your mental wellbeing.
All funds raised through the 100 Miles for Hope
campaign benefit disabled veterans and military
families in financial distress, through the V&CF.
You can support your department in the department fundraising challenge. Each department
was placed in a group of others that are similar
in size. The top department in each of the six categories will receive a plaque from the national
commander.
Our most prolific fundraiser will receive the top
incentive: four tickets to any INDYCAR race of
their choice in 2023. (This covers just the
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•

tickets. Travel and accommodations are on your
own.)
Donations raised through Sept. 5 will be counted
toward our final monthly fundraising champion.
Whoever raises the highest donation total will
receive an INDYCAR helmet signed by all three
American Legion INDYCAR drivers.

Please note that any donations mailed in must be received by Sept. 5 and clearly indicate that they
should be counted among your donation tally.
Thank you for all you have done to support The
American Legion, the 100 Miles for Hope challenge,
and our other programs that support veterans, servicemembers, their families and the communities in
which they live.
That is why The American Legion is known as …
Veterans Strengthening America.

Additionally, there are useful resources including
the Legislative Action Center, congressional contact
report forms and an advocacy toolkit.
"Grassroots advocacy by Legionnaires to pass legislation that supports the military and veteran community is at the core of what we do as an organization,” said American Legion Legislative Director
Lawrence Montreuil. “I'd encourage all members to
visit our legislative advocacy center and sign up for
advocacy alerts as well as our weekly legislative
newsletters so they can keep abreast of legislation
that impacts our veterans and servicemembers."
In the lead up to the vote on the historic PACT Act,
Legionnaires used these grassroots resources to
send more than 34,000 messages to members of
Congress, urging them to pass the legislation. The
PACT Act was signed into law on Aug. 10.

Paul E. Dillard, National Commander
The American Legion

Legionnaires sent more than
34,000 messages to Congress
urging them to pass the PACT Act
The American Legion | August 12, 2022

The American Legion’s National Legislative Division
serves as the principal advocate of servicemembers,
veterans and their families on Capitol Hill where
they are responsible for promoting the organization’s positions and priorities to Congress. Doing so,
they provide members of Congress and their professional staff with valuable information and expertise,
which has defined The American Legion as an institutional authority in the veteran community.

50th Convention
Commemoration Committee
Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman

On the National Legislative Division’s Legislative
Center page, Legionnaires are able to access legislative testimony that has been delivered to Congress
and the organization’s legislative agenda.
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Child Welfare Foundation
Committee
Mark Nave (PA), Chairman
Third Wednesday of each month

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808 417
Online Meeting ID:
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo

Advisory Committee
Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman

Americanism Commission
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman
Fourth Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central
5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific
Call in # (508) 924 3315
Access Code: NONE
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
Conference Call Schedule:
August 25, 2022

Century Committee
(CENTCOM)
Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman

Children & Youth Committee

James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman
Second Monday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607
Passcode: xZztq6
Watch the National Children & Youth
Academy promo video HERE
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American Legion youth program
champions to be honored
at convention
The American Legion | August 17, 2022

Champions of American Legion youth programs in
2022, along with the 2021 Legion Baseball All-Academic Team captain, will be honored on stage Aug.
30 during the 103rd National Convention in Milwaukee.

Top L to R: Emma Noble, Mikole Hogan, Samantha Zermeno
Bottom L to R: Tamarus Darby Jr., Dylan Owens, Christopher
Adam

Meet the champions:
American Legion Junior 3-Postion Air Rifle
Precision Champion Mikole Hogan. Hogan of
Montgomery, Texas, won the precision title during
the Legion’s air rifle championship in Colorado
Springs, Colo., at the U.S. Olympic Training Center
July 23, with an aggregate score of 2,486.8. She will
be an incoming freshman on the air rifle competitive
team at Texas Christian University.
American Legion Junior 3-Postion Air Rifle
Sporter
Champion
Samantha
Zermeno. Zermeno won the sporter title during
the Legion’s air rifle championship in Colorado
Spring with an aggregate score of 2,293.3.
She shoots for the Nation Ford MCJROTC rifle team
in Fort Mill, S.C.

American Legion National Eagle Scout of the
Year Christopher Adam. Adam of Mechanicsburg, Pa., was nominated for the National Eagle
Scout of the Year award by American Legion Post
109 in Mechanicsburg. For his Eagle Scout project,
Adam designed and constructed a World War II DDay memorial called Liberation Pointe to “honor the
sacrifices of D-Day and World War II veterans and
to make sure that America's future generations do
not forget what these men and women did for our
country and for the world.” The memorial is located
on the grounds of the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle, Pa. Adam is a cadet in the
Class of 2026 at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.
American Legion National Oratorical Contest Champion Emma Noble. Noble of Birmingham, Ala., won the Legion’s 83rd National Oratorical Contest, “A U.S. Constitutional Speech Contest,”
in Indianapolis on April 24 and a $25,000 scholarship. She is a senior at the Alabama School of Fine
Arts in Birmingham with plans to pursue college degrees in public policy and economics before attending law school.
2021 Legion Baseball All-Academic Team
Captain Dylan Owens. Owens of Jacksonville,
Fla., plays baseball for Trinity Baptist College in
Jacksonville where he is studying to be a history and
physical education teacher.

Subcommittee
on National Appointments
Ron Roberts, (MS), Chairman

Finance Commission

William G. Hill (MD), Chairman

American Legion Boys Nation President
Tamarus Darby Jr. Darby attended Michigan
Boys State and was selected to attend the 76th session of Boys Nation in Washington, D.C., July 22-30,
where he was elected president. He plans to attend
college at Howard University in Washington, D.C. on
an ROTC scholarship. He will major in political science and international affairs and minor in economics.

6|

Leadership through action, not through position

#SALSTRONG

| Round-Up

August 17, 2022
By now, each Detachment should have received their
2023 membership cards. Let’s get off to a fast start,
blowing our 10% target date out of the water, then
continue to gain momentum from there. How do
you get a member to renew? ASK!
Tim Aboudara, Sr.,
National Service Project Coordinator

As of August 18, 2022

1,831,290

Flags have been placed and
reported to honor our veterans

Remind them of the GREAT things the SAL does for
our veterans. Remind them of the sacrifices the veteran who provided their eligibility endured. Remind
them that our Five Star and Ten Ideals programs are
at the heart of who we are.
Last but not least, remind them that they only pay
once a year. WHY NOT NOW??

since September 1, 2021

Internal Affairs Commission
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman
Fourth Thursday of each month
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 313-6050
Access Code: 344590

Legislative Commission
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman
First Thursday of each month
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (267) 807-9601
Access Code 988 284 103#

Member Training and
Development Committee
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman
First Monday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern
Call in # (605) 468-8772
Access Code: 625764#

Membership Committee
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman
Third Tuesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (605) 472-5756
Access Code 771 7294#

The current SAL membership report can be accessed
on the national website at
www.legion.org/membership/standings
7|
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National Convention
Committee

Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman
awatry@mindspring.com
Meetings held as necessary
Call in # (857) 2320159
Access Code: 962347

Legion Family to conduct service
project during
national convention
The American Legion | August 10, 2022

In conjunction with the 2022 American Legion National Convention in Milwaukee, American Legion
Family members again will come together to help
better an aspect of the host city.
As has happened at multiple national conventions,
The American Legion will take part in a community
service project. Members of the Legion Family will
head to Milwaukee’s War Memorial Center on Aug.
26 from 7 a.m.-noon. There, they will engage in one
of four projects.
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•

•

•

•

At the front of the War Memorial Center there
are six solid, red granite barriers put in place as
decorative vehicle obstacles. Five represent each
branch of the service, the sixth has the name of
the memorial and a quote from General Douglas
MacArthur. The painted areas of each logo and
text will need to be touched up with black paint.
Polish black marble surfaces throughout the center, including the surface area around the eternal
flame and eight black marble benches located in
Veterans Courtyard.
The War Memorial Center secured funding in
2020 to build out green infrastructure, including
native plantings along the north lot of the building. This is an area that tends to collect debris
and will require some weeding to preserve the
native plantings associated with the project. Volunteers will help weed the area.
North of the native plantings area is the Vietnam
War Memorial. Bricks are placed around the
memorial with names of veterans engraved in
the tiles. Power-spraying and removing debris
lifted out from between bricks will take place
during the project.

Dedicated on Veterans Day 1957 and designated a
Milwaukee Landmark in 1974, the War Memorial
Center was designed by renowned Finnish American
architect Eero Saarinen, whose work also included
the St. Louis Gateway Arch, New York’s John F. Kennedy Airport and Dulles International Airport in
Washington, D.C. In addition to standing as a testament to those whose made the ultimate sacrifice for
the nation, the War Memorial Center is a hub for veteran activities, providing more than $120,000 in
services each year to veterans and veteran service organizations.

The American Legion Media Alliance is looking forward to hosting its in-person and virtual Media
Training Workshop at the 103rd National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday, Aug. 29.
Registration, which is optional, is still available online here.
The virtual session will be
livestreamed on The American Legion’s Facebook
page at facebook.com/americanlegionhq.
The schedule is as follows:
TALMA MEDIA TRAINING WORKSHOP
Monday, Aug. 29
103rd National Convention | Milwaukee
Wisconsin Center
Room 102 | Section D | First Floor

(Note: All times are Central time. Schedule subject to change.)

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Public and Media
Communications Commission

•

Mark B. McCue (MA), Chairman
Fourth Monday of Each Month
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time

•

•

•
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8:30 a.m.: Welcome remarks
8:45 a.m.: How to support The American Legion’s Be The One campaign and use The American Legion brandmark appropriately (presented by National Marketing Division Director
Kimberly Meesters)
9:30 a.m.: How to use texting to communicate
with membership (presented by Arizona District 11 Commander Bobbie Kimelton)
10 a.m.: Best practices for hosting virtual meetings (presented by Department of Ohio Media,
Marketing and Communications Commission
Chair Holly Lewis)
10:30 a.m.: Best practices for photography (presented by Department of Minnesota
Communications Director Tim Engstrom)
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Break for TALMA luncheon.
(See below for details and to register.)
1 p.m.: Remarks from the Charlotte Convention
& Visitors Bureau, site of the 2023 National Convention
1:15 p.m.: Facebook, part 1: The how and why
of starting your post’s Facebook page (presented
by Chairman Dave Wallace)
1:45 p.m.: Facebook, part 2: How to create a
membership renewal campaign on Facebook (presented by Department of Iowa 1st District Commander Samuel Johnson)
2:15 p.m.: Facebook, part 3: How to use Facebook advertising/promotions to grow membership or donations (presented by Hollywood Post
43 Commander and Tango Alpha Lima podcast
co-host
Jeff
Daly)
2:45 p.m.: Best practices for using Canva (presented by Sarah Eisenhardt)
3:30 p.m.: Questions and answers
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•

4 p.m.: Close

2000 and in many places are out of date with today’s
technology.

Awards luncheon: There is still time to register
for the TALMA special awards luncheon that will include recognition of the contest winners, presentations by speakers and a delicious meal. The luncheon will begin at 11 a.m. at the Hilton Milwaukee,
Wright Ballroom, Section C, Fourth Floor. It is free
for TALMA award recipients. For others and guests,
the price is $20.
Visit legion.org/talma/banquet to register. On-site
registration will be available, but pre-registration is
encouraged.

If you would like to participate in reviewing the current printed contest rules and possible suggestions
for updates, please look over the Official History
Contest Rules and email me any suggestions you see
that would improve, update, or clarify the published
rules.
Thank you for your help!
Bill Towns, National Historian
Sons of The American Legion

Sub-Committee
on Resolutions
Ned Fox (CA), Chairman

Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation Commission
Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman
Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686
Passcode: 243945

Veterans Employment
& Education Commission

Chuck Treat (AZ), Chairman
Third Wednesday of Each Month
6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (508) 924-3315
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26

A message from
the National Historian
Bill Towns (OH)

I am reaching out to Sons Historians asking for your
help.
First, if you plan to attend the Sons of the American
National Convention in Milwaukee, I would like to
invite you to participate in Judging the History
Books that will be presented this year.
Secondly, as you may know, the National History
Book Contest rules have not been updated since
10 |
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candidates who are running for the highest offices in
our Family.
There is also a lot of emotion, not only for the incoming leaders, but for the outgoing leaders as well. We
will always wonder if we did enough, if we accomplished our goals, and if we made a difference. For
me, there is always room for more, but in the grand
scheme of things, the Central Region did an outstanding job this year, and I really want to thank
each of you for your help, support, and dedication to
the organization we truly love. Every one of the Central Region Detachments went out and did the work.
We raised money for our charities, volunteered to
support our veterans, and took care of the children
of our communities, states, and great nation. Our
membership program flourished, and showed the
world that Proud Possessors of a Priceless Heritage
can do.
Although I will not be your National Vice-Commander after Sunday, I will always be here to help
however I can. We will continue to strengthen Sons
of The American Legion by growing our membership, becoming more visible in the public’s eye, and
most importantly, we will continue to honor the veterans who made us eligible by our continued membership in Sons of The American Legion.
Thank you all!

Two weeks ago, I had the opportunity to trave to

Bowie, MD to attend the Negro League Legends Hall
of Fame Mixer, East-West Game, and bowling event.
JOIN

DONATE

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

Third Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
Call In # (425) 436-6280
Access Code 464549*

Over the few days, Sons from across the country
will travel to Milwaukee for the 50th National Convention. Members are participating in the Legacy
Run. Families are packing for the trip. Members of
the entire American Legion Family are waiting with
anticipation the start of their respective conventions. And of course, excitement is building for the
12 |
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avid supporter of the American Legion’s Buckeye
Boys State, promoting the program whenever he
could. He secured several local sponsorships, as well
as providing his own personal donations to allow the
youth of his area to get a first-hand experience in
state government.
Joe was also very active in the Gifts for the Yanks
program, and raised funds to continue the mission
of providing gifts for hospitalized veterans at Christmas. He was instrumental in obtaining a van to
transport veterans from Youngstown to the Cleveland VA hospitals and clinics. He also served as Post
15 Sons of the American Legion (SAL) Advisor for 15
years and was a former Ninth District SAL Advisor.
In addition, he spent countless hours as a member of
Mahoning Valley Post 15’s Honor Guard and Color
Guard, providing final military honors to his fellow
veterans.
Joe also served veterans as an active member of
eight other organizations. He was known locally as
the “Veteran’s Veteran.” Joe sponsored numerous
bowling, golf, and other teams as the owner of the
Hillcrest Tavern, and he and his family sponsored
youth softball teams in his hometown.

Earlier this year, the Ohio Legislature designated

US Rt. 224 in Poland Village the JOSEPH K.
VRABEL OHIO VETERANS HALL OF FAME MEMORIAL HIGHWAY. It took a few years, but with
the help of Mahoning Valley Squadron 15 member
State Senator Michael Rulli, Senate Bill 173 was introduced, passed, and signed into law by Governor
Mike DeWine.
Joseph K. Vrabel of Poland in Mahoning County, is
a member of the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame, being
posthumously inducted in 2013.
Joseph K. Vrabel returned from
his service in the United States
Army during the Korean War and
went to work serving his fellow
veterans, joining the Veterans of
Foreign Wars in 1956 and soon becoming Post Commander.

On Sunday, August 21, 2022, we dedicated the
stretch of US Route 224 in a ceremony attended by
Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, Riders, and Sons
from around the state and across the country. The
ceremony was organized and hosted by Detachment
of Ohio Chaplain Jeff Vrabel, Jr. Guest speakers included National Vice-Commander James T. Higuera
of California, Department of Ohio Commander
Charles Stennis, SAL National Vice-Commander Jeff
Vrabel, Sr., and Mahoning Valley Squadron 15 member Ohio State Senator Michael Rulli, who sponsored the legislation to rename the highway. Local
government officials also attended the ceremony, as
well as a reception at the War Memorial Building
Post 15 home following the ceremony.

Joe’s service continued as a Life
Member of The American Legion Mahoning Valley
Post 15, where he served five years as Post Commander, going on to serve as Mahoning County
Commander, Dynamic Ninth District Commander,
and during 2003-2004, served as the American Legion Department of Ohio Commander. He was an
14 |
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SAL NVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Ohio State Senator Michael Rulli, Detachment of Ohio Chaplain Jeff Vrabel, Jr.

pictured is Joe’s family grandson Jeff, Jr., son Jeff, Sr., daughter-in-law Mary, grandsons Kenneth & Phillip, wife Nadene,
grandson Jerrod Cardinal, daughter Melissa Cardinal, son-inlaw Andy Cardinal, and granddaughter Mandy Cardinal.

National Vice-Commander James T. Higuera and Department
of Ohio Commander Charles Stennis

Thank you to everyone who helped in some way,
those who traveled to Poland for the ceremony, and
for the kind words and stories about my dad. My
family and I truly appreciate it.
15 |
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2022 Central Region
Membership Report

With the election of a new National Commander
and National Vice-Commanders on Sunday, the next
edition may be delayed a day or two. Keep an eye on
your email for your next Round-Up. With the new
edition there will be a new layout and new features.
Please don’t be shy and submit some news for our
newsletter!

As always, if there is anything I can do to help,

2022 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT
1
2
3
4
5

Region
Western 4 Q
Eastern 6, 7, 8 Q
Southern 3, 4, 5, 6 Q
Central 4, 6, 8 Q
Midwest 3, 4
TOTALS

We are #SALSTRONG!!!

Actual
25,525
138,564
43,007
125,742
28,376
361,214

Percent
(1,111) 104.55%
(2,331) 101.71%
(414) 100.97%
(765) 100.61%
132
99.54%
(4,489) 101.26%

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date

please let me do, and I will help how I can.

We are Sons of The American Legion.

Goal
24,414
136,233
42,593
124,977
28,508
356,725

08/18/22

Needed
for Quota

Increase
13
184
11
37
63
295

Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Detachment
Michigan 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 , 10
Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
Iowa 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7
Ohio 1, 4, 5, 6, 7
Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Indiana 1
Illinois 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
TOTALS

Goal
21,985
3,914
4,571
11,091
29,946
3,211
36,657
13,602
124,977

Actual
24,072
4,149
4,817
11,163
29,859
3,135
35,537
13,010
125,742

Needed
for Quota
(2,087)
(235)
(246)
(72)
87
76
1,120
592
(765)

Percent
109.49%
106.00%
105.38%
100.65%
99.71%
97.63%
96.94%
95.65%
100.61%

Increase
(1)
2
1
2
32
1
37

1 Met 09/22/21 goal of 10%

6 Met 02/09/22 goal of 75% - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

2 Met10/14/21 goal of 25%

7 Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3 Met 11/10/21 goal of 35%

8 Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4 Met 12/08/21 goal of 45%

9 Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5 Met 01/21/22 goal of 60%

10 Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

August 17, 2022

Red Division
Detachment

Everyone has done a great job this
year. We are going to convention
with 100% membership for our region; congratulations.
It has been an honor serving as
your Regional Membership Chairman this year. Please remember
even though our 2023 membership cards are out, we
still need to contact our members who have not paid
their 2022 dues to please do so, they still have time.
All Detachment Adjutants, could you please send me
your new officers list? It would be greatly appreciated.

Goal
3,914
4,571
3,211
7,782

Wisconsin
Iowa
Missouri
TOTALS

Actual
4,149
4,817
3,135
7,952

Needed
for Quota

Percent

(235) 106.00%
(246) 105.38%
76
97.63%
(170) 102.18%

Percent
of Region
3.30%
3.83%
2.49%
6.32%

White Division
Detachment

Goal
11,091
13,602
24,693

Minnesota
Illinois
TOTALS

Actual
11,163
13,010
24,173

Needed
for Quota
(72)
592
520

Percent
100.65%
95.65%
97.89%

Percent
of Region
8.88%
10.35%
19.22%

Blue Division
Detachment

Goal
21,985
29,946
36,657
88,588

Michigan
Ohio
Indiana
TOTALS

Actual
24,072
29,859
35,537
89,468

Needed
for Quota

Percent

(2,087) 109.49%
87
99.71%
1,120
96.94%
(880) 100.99%

Percent
of Region
19.14%
23.75%
28.26%
71.15%

2022 Central Region
Renewal Report

Thank you all for being a Proud Possessor of Your
Priceless Heritage. Hope to see everyone at convention.
David Mennel,
Central Region
Membership Chairman
davidmennel@yahoo.com
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2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Detachment Renewal %
Iowa
95.23%
Wisconsin
93.93%
Michigan
91.83%
Ohio
90.57%
Minnesota
90.00%
Indiana
88.33%
Illinois
87.61%
Missouri
84.75%
NATIONAL
88.58%
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National
Rank
9Q
16 Q
18 Q
34 Q
39
44
45
48
Q

have 15 Charter Members with Ron Olson as the
Commander and other officers to be determined
soon.
Thanks to John Pickard, SAL 5th Zone Commander;
Zack Pendell, SAL Past Detachment Commander;
and Wendy Retzloff, 12th District Legion Commander, for coming to help set up our Squadron.
Thanks to the Post SAL Committee for their work to
make this happen and a big thank you to Richard
Chaney for all his help with keeping track of the SAL
membership applications, dues, and paperwork.
We are looking forward to working with our new SAL
Squadron as we continue our service to veterans,
their families, and the community.
While vacationing in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Mahoning
Valley Squadron 15 (OH) member Phillip Vrabel visited the
Thomas F. Grant Post 62 memorial in St. Ignace.
photo by Darcia Sielschott

Thanks to everyone who attended the picnic and to
all who brought food and helped out.
It was a good day for Post 186!

reprinted from Facebook

Alfred Erickson American Legion
Post 186 Charters New SAL
Squadron
Post 186 (MI) is proud to announce the formation of
our new Sons of the American Legion Squadron. We
17 |
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dickie_huntley@hotmail.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL
Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (605) 313-4388
Access Code 3468542#

as of August 18, 2022
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roberts.jason215@gmail.com

juanrtorres10@hotmail.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

First Tuesday of Each Month
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time | 8:00 p.m. Central
9:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 313-5379
Access Code 830520

as of August 18, 2022
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Second Tuesday of Each Month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (701) 802-5001
Access Code 4720682

as of August 18, 2022
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you; great job! As a region, we met and exceeded the
2022 membership goals set by National by reaching
104.5% as of August 16. Nine out of ten Detachments made 101% or higher, with five Detachments
exceeding 105%! Wow, that is amazing! You also
assisted with the National Commander Fox’s project, Flying Flags For Heroes, and his challenge to
place one million flags at the graves of our veterans
by setting over 1.8 million flags nationally. Nice job
in honoring our veterans! Finally, you all exceeded
National’s hopes in your generous donations to the
Child Welfare Foundation, the Sons of The American
Legion’s premier fundraiser. In fact, every Detachment in the Region made donations to CWF this past
year. Thank you so much for your kindness!
It has been an honor and a privilege to have served
the Western Region as your National Vice-Commander, and to represent the Western Region at our
National organization. I look forward to witnessing
how the Western Region does going forward, since
all of you have started this ball rolling to prove to
everyone that indeed, The West is the Best!
controller@bordertowncasinorv.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

Fourth Wednesday of Each Month
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJp
NjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
Meeting ID: 965 6230 3887
Passcode: 795541

Thank you from the bottom of my heart!
Always in Service,

Jim Stewart
National Vice-Commander
Western Region
Sons of The American Legion

“Our Legion Youth is Our Legion’s Future”

Legion Riders co-founder
remembered for vision
Steven B. Brooks | August 18, 2022

as of August 18, 2022
To everyone in the Western Region,
I want to thank everyone for your support and for
your accomplishments this past year. The Western
Region has met every expectation and goal asked of
20 |
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In early 2017, Garden City,
Mich., resident Bill Kaledas
was doing a nationally syndicated crossword puzzle in
the Detroit Free Press when
he came across a very familiar clue and answer. The
clue was "American Legion
_______" vet cyclists'
group." The answer: "Rid-
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It was then that it really hit home that a program he
and fellow American Legion Post 396 member
Chuck “Tramp” Dare had gotten started at the post
in 1993 had grown well beyond their expectations.
"I wouldn't say it was a joke, but it was sort of something that I thought was kind of cute," Kaledas said
at the time. "But then you realize that the word has
gotten out about the Riders. It makes me very
proud. The Riders have gotten so much bigger than
I ever imagined they would.”
Kaledas, a former post commander and Garden City
mayor passed away Aug. 8 at age 69. Dare still remembers the day he and Kaledas first discussed the
Legion Riders.

"Grinner" Price, Juanita Price, Sue Borrusch, Dave
"Mother Dave" Higgins and James "JD" Dean.
“The other founding members checked everything
out and we hit the road running,” Dare recalled.
“The other founders were awesome getting it going.
We did runs all around after we got patches made
and started other chapters.”
At the time, Dare said Kaledas asked him what he
hoped to see when the Riders evolved. “I stated that
I wanted to be able to go to any post and have a cold
one with another Rider,” Dare said. “Never really
thought it would happen. Well in 2001 we had our
first Romp in Indiana. Standing on a flatbread
trailer looking out on all the patches, I knew that we
were on our way to my dream, and yes, I was overwhelmed. I cried like a girl. It touched us both very
deeply.”
The vision has continued to grow – in fact, it is the
fastest growing program within The American Legion. The American Legion Legacy Run, which has
raised more than $15 million since 2006 for The
American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund, has
grown from 62 motorcycles on the inaugural ride to
around 280 this year.

Bill "Polka" Kaledas (left) and Chuck "Tramp" Dare, the cofounders of the American Legion Riders.

“In October 1993 Bill and I were sitting at bar,” Dare
said. “I was (Post 396) vice commander, and he was
on me about membership. Behind us were about 50
(Harley Owners Group) members having a meeting.
I asked why the Legion didn’t have anything for bikers. He stated that he would find out.”
Kaledas reached out to Michigan Department Adjutant Hubert Hess, who liked the idea and provided
guidance on how to start the program and then manage it at the post level. Kaledas and Dare worked on
bylaws and shared the idea with fellow post members, who would vote to start the program.
Seventeen other Post 396 American Legion Family
members joined with Kaledas and Dare to form the
original chapter. In addition to Kaledas and Dare,
the other names on the original charter were Steve
"Slammin Sammy" Miracle, Bill "Spanky" Borrusch,
Don Blasky, Judy "Stormy" Reynolds, Animal Reynolds, Al " Porky" Spiteri, Bruce Sausser, Donna
Spiteri, Bernice "Stonz" Dare, Bonnie Kaledas, Mike
"Ponytail" Globke, Pam "Lips" Globke, Gregg
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In 2007, the Riders became an official program of
The American Legion with the passage of Resolution
35, stating “All American Legion Rider groups must
be a program supported by a Post or Department of
The American Legion and shall uphold the declared
principles of The American Legion as well as conform to and abide by the regulations and decisions
of the Department, Post or other duly constituted
Department governing body.”
Billy Johnson – himself a motorcyclist – was the Legion’s national membership director when Kaledas
and Tramp presented their idea to national leadership at what Johnson said was around 2000. “I
thought it was wonderful,” Johnson said of the idea.
“From a membership perspective, we needed something fresh. What I saw was an opportunity to take
a class of riders who were predominantly Vietnam
(veterans), and we were lacking in membership, and
letting that group build this program so we could
now have something different to reach out to the Vietnam veteran.”
Johnson said details still needed to be worked out,
including ensuring that the program was regarded as
an association, rather than a motorcycle club.
“Slowly, (national leadership) accepted that this is
just a Riders program that is part of the Legion, one
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more program that’s available to folks that love to
ride motorcycles,” said Johnson. “We knew we had
stumbled on something worthwhile, but not to the
standards it’s grown to now.”
Current Chapter 396 Director Jeffrey McAdams, a
member of Sons of The American Legion Squadron
396, said he met Kaledas around 13 years ago and
said having Kaledas and other founding members
within the post’s Legion Family has been a big benefit.
“We’ve gotten nothing but the best leadership from
all of them,” McAdams said. “They were all able to
help provide guidance in riding safely, putting on
charity rides … they were a key in what I’ve learned.”
McAdams said he had multiple conversations with
Kaledas about how big the Riders have become. “I
don’t believe any (of the founding members) thought
it would grow like this,” he said. “It was just something to get started, have a little fun and support the
post. I don’t think he ever thought we were going to
be the largest motorcycle organization in the world.”
National American Legion Riders Advisory Committee Chairman Mark Clark met Kaledas in 2013 when
the latter was coming to national committee meetings. “I always respected him as the guy who kind of
had the idea for us,” Clark said. “You had to respect
that. And on top of that he was just a good guy. He
was everything that an American citizen ought to
be.”
Knowing how quickly the Riders’ numbers continue
to grow makes Clark appreciate the vision of Dare
and Kaledas even more so. “When they came up
with the idea, it was what most motorcyclists like to
do. We like to spend time with people who enjoy
motorcycling,” he said. “I think they realized early
on that if they could organize an association within
The American Legion of motorcyclists, that it could
be something that would be great for the Legion.
They saw what it’s turned out to be: the most visible
segment of The American Legion. We really are a
rolling billboard. Because of their vision, we extend
The American Legion into communities that otherwise would never have contact with us. It’s truly remarkable.”

Legacy Run chief road captain:
It’s like a family reunion
The American Legion | August 18, 2022

The largest fundraiser for The American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund hits the road on Aug. 21 and
will traverse six states before ending up in Wisconsin
Aug. 25 – with plenty happening in between.
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The 1,200-mile American Legion Legacy Run will
leave from the USS Alabama Memorial Park in Mobile, Ala., on Aug. 21 and travel through Mississippi,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, and Illinois before
winding up at American Legion Post 434 in Oak
Creek, Wis. – a 20-minute drive from Milwaukee,
the site of the 2022 American Legion National Convention. At or around 280 motorcycles and another
40 passengers are registered to at some point take
part in the ride.

photo by Ben Mikesell

The Legacy Fund provides college scholarships to
the children of U.S. military personnel killed while
on active duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001, as well as
for children of post-9/11 veterans with a combined
disability rating of 50 percent or greater by the Department of Veterans Affairs. The Legacy Run has
surpassed $1 million raised on seven rides and has
brought in more than $15 million dollars for the fund
since 2006.
American Legion Social Media Manager Steven B.
Brooks spoke with Legacy Run Chief Road Captain
Mark Clark, the chairman of the National American
Legion Riders Advisory Committee, about this
year’s’ ride.
Steven B. Brooks: The 2020 ride had to be
cancelled because of the pandemic. You
were able to conduct the 2021 ride, though
there still were some restrictions. Does the
ride feel a little more normal this year?
Mark Clark: I think the fact that we’re in an environment today that isn’t nearly as restrictive as it has
been the last couple of years because of COVID,
there’s some excitement about that. And I think our
Riders are appreciative of the fact that we could plan
it without fear of it being cancelled. That they could
make solid plans to come and participate. And I
think to most of our Riders it will feel like we’re back
to something resembling normal.
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Q: What can you say about the dedication the
American Legion Riders have for this cause?
A: When you consider the challenges of our economy today, more than 300 people have signed up for
this, it really speaks to the dedication our Riders
have for this cause. Nobody has expendable income
right now. And the fact that they’re still committed
to this – they’re still expending their own time, energy, and treasure to come and ride for the kids – it
really speaks to the dedication and commitment that
our Riders have for this.
Q: What are some of the highlights of this
year’s ride?
A: I think starting in the shadow of a World War II
battleship is pretty cool. There’s not many of those
things left in the world, and in fact America’s the
only country that has them as memorials. To start in
the shadow of a World War II battleship is a really
fitting start to this ride.
•

•

•

•

Day 1 (Mobile to Tupelo, Miss.) – We’re going to
be able to drive through Mississippi, where we’re
going to see just some beautiful country. We’re
going to go to Tupelo, where we’re going to see
Elvis’ birthplace, which is pretty cool for Elvis
Presley fans. We’re also going to be able to pay
tribute to the veterans of Tupelo at the veterans
memorial there.
Day 2 (Tupelo to Paducah, Ky.) – The stop at
Four Rivers Harley-Davidson in Paducah,
they’re really going to roll out the red carpet for
us. And more beautiful country riding through
there. We’re going to have lunch at the Tennessee State Veterans Home in Humboldt, Tenn.,
where we can share some time with veterans of
every generation.
Day 3 (Paducah to Litchfield, Ill.) – The beautiful
(Missouri National Veterans Memorial) in Perryville, Mo. – that memorial is just magnificent
– and the hospitality of Post 133 there, which is
going to feed us. We’re going to run through
Chester, Ill., which is the home of Popeye the
Sailor Man, which is going to be pretty fun.
There’s going to be some cool signage that I think
our Riders will get a kick out of going through the
town. And then we’re stopping in a little town
called St. Libory. It’s a small farm community,
but that (American Legion Post 683) has been
the centerpiece of that community for 100 years.
It’s just a really cool place to see.
Day 4 – (Litchfield to Belvidere, Ill.) – We’re going to stop at the Middle East Conflicts Memorial
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•

in Marseilles, Ill., after having lunch at the
(American Legion) Department of Illinois Headquarters, where they’re going to feed us a fantastic meal. And we’re going to see the Jeep factory,
which is right next to (Post 77) in Belvidere. It is
a gigantic facility.
Day 5 – (Belvidere to Oak Creek, Wis.) – Once
we get into Wisconsin it’s just beautiful. We’re
going to go through an old town called Fort Atkinson, which is a historic town and such a pretty
place along the Rock River. It should be a beautiful ride into the Southern Wisconsin Veterans
Memorial Cemetery, where will pay tribute to the
veterans there. And then we’ll get into Post 434
in Oak Creek, where they’re really going to roll
out the red carpet for us. We get a chance to
meet Medal of Honor recipient Gary Wetzel. We
get a chance to hear from a (Legacy Scholarship)
recipient Deanna Woodburn. There’s going to be
a Gold Star Family there to greet us.

Overall, we’re excited about the opportunity to once
again get out on the road, represent The American
Legion and doing it the right way. Sharing that fellowship that we look forward to every year. The Legacy Run really is a family reunion for us. For most
of us, our American Legion Family is an extension of
our families. We think we’ve put together a good
ride, and we think we’ve given some folks some
pretty cool things to see. And for our coastal folks,
they’re going to get a chance to see where all their
food comes from.
Q: Why is it important to make American Legion posts along the route a part of this ride,
and how important is their support?
A: It’s huge. We actually have nine posts involved …
where we’re stopping. But we also have posts that
are going to come over at our fuel stops, even though
we’re not stopping at their post. They’re still going
to be a part of us. I think it’s big, particularly for the
posts in the smaller communities because we are a
sizable footprint. We remind those communities
that The American Legion is still vibrant, still doing
well. It’s big for those little posts. There’s one particular community in Mayfield, Ky., where (American Legion Post 26) was destroyed truly the center
of that community. It was erased by a tornado. The
heart of that town was absolutely erased by a tornado. So, we’re going to come into that town, and
that post is going to be a part of an honors ceremony
in their veterans memorial park. And I think we’re
going to uplift the spirits of that town. For us to have
a chance to come into that community and remind
them that The American Legion’s building may be
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gone, but the spirit of The American Legion and its
desire to make that community better is very much
alive and well.
Q: Each rider will have a “Be The One” sticker
on their windshield during the Legacy Run.
This ride is obviously a Legacy Scholarship
fundraiser, but is it also important to include
sharing the Legion’s “Be The One” suicide
prevention message as well?
A: I think The American Legion’s commitment to
helping combat veteran suicides through the “Be The
One” campaign is so important. Those of us who
have served in combat, all of us know somebody who
came home and couldn’t live with the demons, or
who still today battle the demons. To be able to have
The American Legion, the largest veterans organization in the world, put the weight of its name behind
this campaign … to reduce the stigma of seeking help
through the mental health community … if The
American Legion says to the veteran community
“your life matters. We care about you. We want to
be the one to help you get through that struggle,” it
just amplifies it in the eyes of the American people.
I can’t tell you how excited I am that we’re going to
be able to include the “Be The One” messaging in
what we do at our stops. I think our Riders are really
going to get behind this. And our Riders are going to
go home with this message fresh in their minds, and
they’re going to be committed to helping us advance
this most important cause in our communities.
See a Legacy Run day-by-day schedule here under 2022 Legacy Run Trip Details.

Alabama wins state’s firs
American Legion World Series
in 55 years
Richard Walker | August 16, 2022

View Photo Gallery
For the first time in 55 years, Alabama is home to the American
Legion World Series champion.
Troy Post 70 defeated two-time
defending
ALWS
champion
Idaho Falls (Idaho) Post 56, 6-5
on Tuesday night at Veterans
Field at Keeter Stadium in Shelby,
N.C.
Troy joins Tuscaloosa’s 1967 team as the only ALWS
champions in Alabama American Legion Baseball
history.
“I don’t really know how I feel,” said Troy coach Ross
Hixon, whose team was making its first ALWS appearance and finished the season with a 32-6 overall
record. “It’ll be something that I’ll always remember, and the team will always remember and I’ll rewatch this game when my heart allows it. My heart’s
still beating hard right now.”
The win was Troy’s third straight come-from-behind
win in the ALWS.
Post 70 trailed League City (Tex.) Post 554, 3-0 after
5 1-2 innings before rallying to win 4-3 on Sunday to
advance to Monday’s semifinals. Troy then rallied
from a 3-0 deficit after the top of the first to beat
Midland (Mich.) Post 165, 5-3 in the semifinals.

Biker Blessing
Bless this bike and its rider.
Provide protection form the elements,
road hazards, and other travelers.
Keep this bike and its rider safe on every roadway.
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But Tuesday’s rally will be remembered most as Post
70 trailed 5-0 after two innings and was down to its
final out in the top of the seventh inning before rallying for the victory.
Trailing 5-3 entering the seventh against Idaho Falls
starter Merit Jones, Darryl Lee drew a leadoff walk
and Brooks Bryan followed with a single. After an
out, Merit Jones was relieved after reaching his pitch
count limit of 105.
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Post 70 greeted the reliever with Shelton Arroryo’s
RBI single to close within 5-4 and after another out,
Troy scored its last two runs with two outs; Tanner
Taylor drove in Bryan with the tying run and Arroryo
later scored the eventual winning run on a wild
pitch.

highest number of total bases in regional and ALWS
competition.

“It’s just something where you’ve got to trust your
guys,” Hixon said of the late rally. “At the end of the
day, it’s about having a gut feeling because you can
second-guess yourself a million times. You’ve just
got to trust that the guys will get on base and eventually break through.
“That’s eventually what happened.”
Troy still had to endure Idaho Falls’ final inning as
the Bandits loaded the bases with one out before
Troy reliever and winner Press Jefcoat struck out the
last two batters to secure the victory.
“We’ve been on the opposite side of this twice,” said
Idaho Falls coach Ryan Alexander, whose team finished 42-11 overall. “And we know that to win this
tournament, you have to have some breaks go your
way. Tonight, we had one inning of it going our way.
“Give them credit. They did a good job. That’s a
good program. They put pressure on you at the
plate.”
With its back-to-back titles in 2019 and 2021 — the
COVID-19 pandemic cancelled the 2020 season —
Idaho Falls remains in a six-way tie for teams with
consecutive titles.
Bryan, who was named George W. Rulon American
Legion Player of the Year after the tournament, had
a game-high three hits to lead Troy’s seven-hit offense. Eliot Jones had two hits for Idaho Falls.
Troy starter Reigh Jordan went 3 2-3 innings before
Jefcoat finished with five strikeouts and one hit allowed in the final 3 1-3 innings for the win.

2022 American Legion Baseball
awards announced
The American Legion | August 17, 2022

The 2022 American Legion Baseball awards were
announced Tuesday night after the championship
game of the 95th American Legion World Series.
The American Legion Baseball Big Stick Award is
awarded annually to the player who compiles the
25 |

Awards after Game 15 of the American Legion World Series on
Veterans Field at Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C., on Tuesday,
August 16. Photo by Chet Strange/The American Legion

The 2022 American Legion Baseball Big Stick Award
was shared by Travis Bragg of League City (Texas)
Post 554 and Eliot Jones of Idaho Falls (Idaho) Post
56, who each had 23 total bases.
Since 1945, the American Legion Baseball program
has presented an American Legion Baseball Slugger
trophy annually to the player compiling the highest
batting average during national competition; a minimum of 12 plate appearances is required in both regional and ALWS competition.
The 2022 American Legion Baseball Slugger Award
goes to Bragg, who compiled a .480 batting average
in national competition.
American Legion Baseball lost a dynamic leader during the 1970 season. In his memory, the National
Americanism Commission established the Dr. Irvin
L. (Click) Cowger RBI Memorial Award. The recipient of this annual award is the American Legion
Baseball player who is credited with the most runs
batted in by the official scorers at the respective regionals and ALWS.
The 2022 Click Cowger RBI award was shared in a
three-way tie by Albert Garza of League City, Kyeler
Thompson of League City, and Nick Valentine of
Chesapeake (Va.) Post 280. Each had 12 RBIs in national competition.
American Legion Baseball’s first graduate to be
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown,
N.Y., was Bob Feller. The award named after him is
presented annually to the pitcher who has the most
strikeouts in regional and ALWS competition.
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The 2022 Bob Feller Pitching Award goes to Merit
Jones of Idaho Falls, who compiled 23 strikeouts in
national competition.
The James Daniels Sportsmanship Award is presented annually in memory of a long-time dedicated
supporter of the American Legion Baseball program
from South Carolina. This award is presented to an
ALWS player who best represents teamwork, loyalty,
cooperation, self-reliance, fair play, and courage.
The 2022 James Daniels Sportsmanship Award goes
to Deezil Luce of Idaho Falls (Idaho).
The George W. Rulon American Legion Player of the
Year Award is presented annually in memory of a
long-time dedicated director of the American Legion
Baseball program for 25 years. The award is based
on integrity, mental attitude, cooperation, citizenship, sportsmanship, scholastic aptitude, and general good conduct. The recipient will attend the National Baseball Hall of Fame Classic game next year
in Cooperstown, N.Y.

2022 Legion Baseball
All-Academic Team announced
The American Legion | August 12, 2022

The 2022 American Legion Baseball All-Academic Team was announced during the
American Legion World
Series in Shelby, N.C., on
Friday. The team is sponsored by Diamond Sports,
a leading manufacturer in baseball merchandise and
the official baseball used during American Legion
Baseball national tournaments.
Before a player can be considered for the All-Academic Team, he or she must be nominated by their
team manager or head coach. Each department
baseball committee reviews submitted applications
and selects their overall state winner, who receives a
$500 scholarship.

The 2022 George W. Rulon American Legion Player
of the Year Award goes to Brooks Bryan of Troy
(Ala.) Post 70.

Each regional winner named to the All-Academic
Team receives a $2,500 scholarship, while the overall top academic players is named the team captain
and receives a $5,000 scholarship.

Based on players’ performance and character on and
off the field, the following players have been selected
to the American Legion World Series All-Tournament Team:

The presentation was made by James Davis, chairman of the American Legion World Series scholarship selection committee.

•

The 2022 American Legion Baseball All-Academic
Team is:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Designated Hitter: Brooks Bryan, Troy (Ala.)
Post 70
Utility Player: Elliot Peterson, Omaha (Neb.)
Post 1
Catcher: R.J. Woods, Idaho Falls (Idaho) Post 56
First Base: Jack Bakus, Midland (Mich.) Post 165
Second Base: Tanner Taylor, Troy (Ala.) Post 70
Third Base: Jamari Harris, Camden (S.C.) Post
17
Shortstop: Zack Parker, Midland (Mich.) Post
165
Outfield: Cooper Newell, Chesapeake (Va.) Post
280
Outfield: Brandon Gibbs, Camden (S.C.) Post 17
Outfield: Eliot Jones, Idaho Falls (Idaho) Post 56
Pitcher: Douglas Johnson, Troy (Ala.) Post 70
Pitcher: Dax Whitney, Idaho Falls (Idaho) Post
56
Pitcher: David Siciliano, Shrewsbury (Mass.)
Post 397
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All-Academic Team Captain: Carl Price, Danville, Pa., Post 40
Northeast: Drew Winkle, Needham, Mass., Post
14
Mid-Atlantic: Chad Frazier, Moundsville, W.Va.,
Post 3
Southeast: Casey Gouge, Rowan, N.C., Post 342
Mid-South: Kyle Button, St. Charles, Mo., Post
312
Great Lakes: Gavin Noble, Muncie, Ind., Post 19
Central Plains: Dillan Olson, Pender, Neb., Post
55
Northwest: Christopher Rogers, Withnell, Ore.,
Post 136
Western: Jose Rodriguez, Galveston, Texas, Post
20
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Legion Baseball Player of the Year
helped lead 1st Alabama team to
win title since 1967
Richard Walker | August 17, 2022

said of Post 70’s ALWS title run at Veterans Field at
Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C. “It’s created 18 lifelong Legion fans from this team. They’ll watch this
tournament the rest of their lives now because it’s
that good of a product.”

Brooks Bryan knew Troy (Ala.) Post 70 had a winning tradition when he joined their program this
season.

Bryan was honored for his contributions to that
championship effort by being named 2022 George
W. Rulon American Legion Player of the Year and to
the all-tournament team.

What he didn’t understand was just how starcrossed the team had been in national competition
until he and his 2022 teammates took matters into
their own hands and changed it.

A December 2021 signee with Troy University out of
Opelika High School, Bryan hit .500 in national
American Legion Baseball tournament competition
with one home run and 11 RBIs.

That’s why there was such joy and celebration after
Tuesday’s American Legion World Series title following Troy’s 6-5 come-from-behind win over Idaho
Falls (Idaho) Post 56.

He also helped Troy win its sixth straight Alabama
state title and first regional and ALWS titles.
In Shelby, Troy routed Shrewsbury (Mass.) Post 397,
13-1, in six innings in its opener before losing 6-3 to
Camden (S.C.) Post 17.
That made each of their next three games must-win
contests if Troy was to reach its lofty goal of an
ALWS title.
Trailing 3-0 after 5 1-2 innings, Post 70 scored four
times in the bottom of the sixth inning to defeat
League City (Texas) Post 554 to win their division.

Troy Post 70 catcher Brooks Bryan celebrates after winning
Game 15 of The American Legion World Series on Veterans
Field at Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C., on Tuesday, August 16.
photo by Chet Strange/The American Legion

It was Alabama’s first ALWS championship since
Tuscaloosa won the state’s first title in 1967.
“I really didn’t know how much Alabama had struggled until we started looking it up after we won the
regional,” said Bryan, whose Post 70 team was making its first ALWS appearance and Alabama’s fifth
overall appearance. “We were like, ‘We haven’t won
it awhile so let’s do it.’”
Post 70 did so in historic, nail-biting fashion.
Not only did Troy win three straight must win games
after trailing, Post 70’s victory after trailing 5-0 in
Tuesday’s final is the largest deficit overcome in
ALWS championship game history.
“If you ask these guys years from now what’s the best
thing they’ve done, I bet they’ll say, winning this and
being in this environment,” Troy coach Ross Hixon
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In the semifinals, Troy again fell behind 3-0, this
time against Midland (Mich.) Post 165, before rallying for a 5-3 victory.
And in Tuesday’s championship game, Post 70 was
behind 5-0 after two innings before scoring three
times each in the third and seventh innings to rally
past two-time defending champion Idaho Falls. The
last two runs of the seventh inning rally came after
two outs.
Idaho Falls was seeking to become the first team in
ALWS history to win three straight titles.
“I’ve got to give it up to my coaches,” Bryan said.
“Coach Russ (Hixon) and coach D.J. (Laws) always
keep us in it. And we don’t ever give up no matter
what. We played hard to the very end in every game.
And we came back to win in the last three games.”

Leadership through action, not through position

#SALSTRONG

| Round-Up

He was a former member of the Wednesday Night
Men’s Twilight Golf League and the Clayton Fire Department.
Todd enjoyed collecting stones, ice fishing, playing
cards, and his dogs.
Surviving besides his mother Becky are two daughters, Olivia Pacific of Carthage, and Becca and her
companion Hugh Broadbent of Maine; four grandchildren; one brother, Timmy (Cheryl) Pacific of
Clayton; nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Arrangements are with the T.R. Jetty Funeral Home
in Clayton.
Condolences can be made at trjetty.com.

Todd M. Pacific, 60
WATERTOWN, New York (WWNY) – Mr. Todd M.
Pacific, 60, died Monday, August 15th, at Samaritan
Medical Center.
There will be a Graveside Committal Service at 1pm
on Friday, August 26 at St. Mary’s Cemetery, followed by a Celebration of Life at the Clayton American Legion Colon-Couch Post 821 from 2-6pm. Todd
was a 49-year member of the Sons of the American
Legion.
Todd was born September 9th, 1961, in Watertown,
the son of John (Fa) and Rebecca (Becky) Gushlaw
Pacific. He graduated from 1000 Islands High
School.
On September 24th, 1988, he married the former
Donna Plantz from Alexandria Bay at the Clayton
United Methodist Church with Reverend Dale Austin officiating. Donna passed away March 28th,
1997, at age 31, suddenly.
Todd worked most of his life as a Mason, working for
various companies in Central and Northern New
York. He started his mason career in the states of
Texas and Florida. Amongst Northern New York
Companies, he worked for Frink Snowplows as well
as Rusty Johnson Masonry. He also taught masonry
at Cape Vincent Correctional Facility for a time. In
his later years he worked as a truck driver for Gray’s
Wholesale and Bay Brokerage.
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