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Taiwan Ministry of National Defense 

 
1. China on Monday continued its military exer-

cises around Taiwan that were scheduled to end 
at noon the previous day, according to the Chi-
nese Ministry of Defense.  The Eastern Theater 
Command “continued to conduct practical joint 
exercises in the sea and airspace around Taiwan 
Island, focusing on organizing joint anti-subma-
rine and sea assault operations,” according to a 
terse notice posted on the ministry website.  It 
did not specify where or for how long the drills 
would continue. 

2. The first of the ships to leave Ukraine under a 
deal to unblock grain supplies and stave off a po-
tential global food crisis arrived at its destination 
in Turkey on Monday.  The Turkey-flagged Po-
larnet docked at Derince port in the Gulf of Izmit 
after setting off from Chornomorsk on Aug. 5 
laden with 12,000 tons of corn. 

3. North Korea on Saturday called U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi “the worst destroyer of in-
ternational peace and stability,” accusing her of 
inciting anti-North Korea sentiment and enrag-
ing China during her Asian tour earlier this week. 

4. DNA, dental and other analyses confirmed the 
identity of remains buried in Belgium as a 27-
year-old World War II soldier from North Caro-
lina who died during battle in a German 

forest, officials with the Defense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency said Friday. This newspaper 
clipping from 1944 reports that Army Pfc. David 
Owens of Green Hill in Watauga County was 
missing.  Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
Army Pfc. David Owens, of Green Hill in Wa-
tauga County, was among the first soldiers to 
land on the French coast on D-Day, June 6, 1944, 
when Allied troops invaded Nazi-occupied 
France, according to newspaper clippings when 
Owens was reported missing in action on Nov. 
22, 1944. 

5. “You could tell that this was a family of patriots, 
a family of love, a family of givers.” The residents 
of Laurel and surrounding communities have 
been leaning on each other to get through this 
tough time.  A comforting thought shared 
amongst the public is knowing that Past Ameri-
can Legion Department of Nebraska Com-
mander Gene Twiford’s impact will live on. 

 

 

https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2022-08-08/taiwan-china-military-exercise-pelosi-6915287.html
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2022-08-08/taiwan-china-military-exercise-pelosi-6915287.html
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-africa-turkey-affa4b02f73983ff392afbd7fa744d43
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-africa-turkey-affa4b02f73983ff392afbd7fa744d43
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-africa-turkey-affa4b02f73983ff392afbd7fa744d43
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-africa-turkey-affa4b02f73983ff392afbd7fa744d43
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/08/06/north-korea-calls-pelosi-destroyer-of-international-peace.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/08/06/north-korea-calls-pelosi-destroyer-of-international-peace.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/08/06/north-korea-calls-pelosi-destroyer-of-international-peace.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article264245681.html
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article264245681.html
https://www.ktiv.com/2022/08/07/legacy-left-behind-by-gene-twiford/
https://www.ktiv.com/2022/08/07/legacy-left-behind-by-gene-twiford/
https://www.ktiv.com/2022/08/07/legacy-left-behind-by-gene-twiford/
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A Publication of Sons of The American Legion 

 
National Commander 
Michael Fox (CA) 
National Vice-Commander Central 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH) 
National Vice-Commander East 
Richard “Dickie” Huntley (ME) 
National Vice-Commander Midwest 
Juan Torres (TX) 
National Vice-Commander South 
Jason Roberts (GA) 
National Vice-Commander West 
Jim Stewart (NV) 
 
NVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor 
 
Round-Up is published weekly and distributed each Sunday. 
 
SUBMITTING ARTICLES:  All submissions are to be made electroni-
cally to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com.  If you need assistance, please send an 
email to same. 
 
All articles must be submitted by noon each Friday. 

 

 

 

SAL membership reports are available here 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

50th Convention 
Commemoration Committee 

Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman 
 

 
 

Advisory Committee 
Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman 

 

Americanism Commission 
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central 

5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific 
Call in # (508) 924 3315 

Access Code: NONE 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 

 
Conference Call Schedule: 

 
August 25, 2022 

 

Century Committee 
(CENTCOM) 

Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
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Child Welfare Foundation 
Committee 

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of each month 

 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808 417 
Online Meeting ID: 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo 
 

 
 

Children & Youth Committee 
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman 

Second Monday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09 

Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607 
Passcode: xZztq6 

 
Watch the National Children & Youth 

Academy promo video HERE 

 
 
 

 

Subcommittee 
on National Appointments 

Ron Roberts, (MS), Chairman 

 

Finance Commission 
William G. Hill (MD), Chairman 

 

 
Tim Aboudara, Sr., 

National Service Project Coordinator 
 

As of August 14, 2022 

1,831,290 

 Flags have been placed and 
reported to honor our veterans 

since September 1, 2021 

 

Internal Affairs Commission 
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of each month 
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-6050 

Access Code: 344590 

 

Legislative Commission 
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman 

First Thursday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (267) 807-9601 

Access Code 988 284 103# 

 
 

Member Training and 
Development Committee 
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman 

First Monday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern 

Call in # (605) 468-8772 
Access Code: 625764# 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zs_-XXBbac
http://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com
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Membership Committee 
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman 

Third Tuesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (605) 472-5756 
Access Code 771 7294# 

 
 

The current SAL membership report can be accessed 
on the national website at 

www.legion.org/membership/standings 
 

Proud.  Astonished.  Grateful.  Just a few of the 
words that come to mind when looking at our mem-
bership.  We overcame some tremendous obstacles 
this year and all the hard work will be acknowledged 
in Milwaukee.  You all made this happen, job well 
done. 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
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National Convention 
Committee 

Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman 
awatry@mindspring.com 

Meetings held as necessary 
Call in # (857) 2320159 

Access Code: 962347 

 

Public and Media 
Communications Commission 

Mark B. McCue (MA), Chairman 

Fourth Monday of Each Month 
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

 

Sub-Committee 
on Resolutions 

Ned Fox (CA), Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Veterans Affairs 

& Rehabilitation Commission 

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman 
Fourth Monday of each month 

7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686 
Passcode: 243945 

 

Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Chuck Treat (AZ), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (508) 924-3315 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:awatry@mindspring.com
https://mercycare-org.zoom.us/j/84516680686?pwd=N0hKWjloR3RKbUl0bkVvRlVGVmxzZz09
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
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JOIN DONATE 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Third Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
 

Our national convention is less than two weeks 

away, and in 14 days, we will have a new national 
commander and five new national vice-command-
ers.  There will be many new national executive com-
mitteemen and alternates.  Detachments have new 
officers, and districts & squadrons will have new 

https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr


7 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position        #SALSTRONG | Round-Up 

leadership.  We need to get behind the new leaders 
of our organization and help them in any way we can. 
 

One way we can help is to continue to renew delin-

quent members for the 2022 year, as well as to be 
aggressive in our 2023 membership program.  Get 
out there and talk to your members.  Ask them to re-
new now.  Beat the national target dates.  Let’s all 
work together to change the mindset and the culture 
of how we do run our membership program! 
 

With all the activity, travel, and other things going 

on involving the national convention, there may be 
an abbreviated publication schedule for Round-Up.  
This was mentioned last week, but I wanted to make 
sure everyone knows what to expect. 
 

As always, if there is anything I can do to help, 

please let me do, and I will help how I can. 
 

We are Sons of The American Legion.  

 

We are #SALSTRONG!!! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
David Mennel, 
Central Region 
Membership Chairman 
davidmennel@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2022 Central Region 
Membership Report 

 

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Western 4  Q 24,414     25,417     (1,003)      104.11% 4                QUOTA

2 Eastern 6, 7, 8  Q 136,233   138,358   (2,125)      101.56% 20             QUOTA

3 Southern 3, 4, 5, 6  Q 42,593     42,960     (367)         100.86% 10             QUOTA

4 Central 4, 6, 8  Q 124,977   125,603   (626)         100.50% 25             QUOTA

5 Midwest 3, 4 28,508     28,280     228           99.20% 14             

TOTALS 356,725  360,618  (3,893)     101.09% 69             QUOTA

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Michigan 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 , 10 21,985     24,068     (2,083)      109.47% 5                9 Q

2 Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 3,914       4,150       (236)         106.03% -                 15 Q

3 Iowa 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 4,571       4,815       (244)         105.34% -                 18 Q

4 Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 11,091     11,160     (69)            100.62% -                 34 Q

5 Ohio 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 29,946     29,769     177           99.41% 14             39

6 Missouri  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 3,211       3,135       76             97.63% 4                44

7 Indiana  1 36,657     35,497     1,160       96.84% 2                45

8 Il l inois  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 13,602     13,009     593           95.64% -                 48

TOTALS 124,977  125,603  (626)         100.50% 25             Q

Q  = Quota

1  Met 09/22/21 goal of 10% 6  Met 02/09/22 goal of 75%  - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

2  Met10/14/21  goal of 25% 7  Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3  Met 11/10/21 goal of 35% 8  Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4  Met 12/08/21 goal of 45% 9  Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5  Met 01/21/22 goal of 60% 10  Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Wisconsin 3,914       4,150       (236)         106.03% 3.30%

Iowa 4,571       4,815       (244)         105.34% 3.83%

Missouri 3,211       3,135       76             97.63% 2.50%

TOTALS 7,782       7,950       (168)         102.16% 6.33%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Minnesota 11,091     11,160     (69)            100.62% 8.89%

Il l inois 13,602     13,009     593           95.64% 10.36%

TOTALS 24,693    24,169    524          97.88% 19.24%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Michigan 21,985     24,068     (2,083)      109.47% 19.16%

Ohio 29,946     29,769     177           99.41% 23.70%

Indiana 36,657     35,497     1,160       96.84% 28.26%

TOTALS 88,588    89,334    (746)         100.84% 71.12%

Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
National

Rank

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

2022 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 08/11/22

 
 

2022 Central Region 
Renewal Report 

 

08/11/22

Detachment Renewal %

1 Iowa 95.19%

2 Wisconsin 93.93%

3 Michigan 91.81%

4 Ohio 90.28%

5 Minnesota 89.98%

6 Indiana 88.21%

7 Ill inois 87.61%

8 Missouri 84.75%

NATIONAL 88.50%  

mailto:davidmennel@yahoo.com
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Gladstone Sons donate  $1000 to 
American Legion Baseball 

 
American Legion Baseball not only positively im-
pacts the lives of those who play, but also those who 
watch from the sidelines.  That was the case for the 
August Mattson #71 Sons of The American Legion 
(MI) who watched the local Gladstone Indians play, 
and by making a financial impact of $1000 donation 
to the local Legion sponsored team. 
 
“It’s the Sons’ way of thanking the Legionnaires for 
their ongoing “selfless support” to the team, as well 
as veterans in need of assistance.” According to 
Squadron #71 Commander Randy Bruntjens, who 
made the donation during a recent Kingsford/ Glad-
stone Indians game.  A check was presented to Indi-
ans Manager Scott Kwarciany and some of his play-
ers.  
 
I don't have the words to express our thanks," 
Kwarciany said.  "I have been involved with Ameri-
can Legion Baseball for over 22 years.  In that time, 
I have never seen such a gracious and generous do-
nation to our organization.  The members of Glad-
stone Legion post are most fortunate to have such a 
wonderful group of young adults playing on the 
Gladstone Indians.  Their excellence in the 

classroom, their commitment to community service, 
and the ways that they continue to give after they 
have stopped playing for the team reflect the out-
standing values and character of giving service to 
others." 
 
Kwarciany said he has always encouraged his players 
to support veterans because by doing so, he “believes 
it fosters a much greater understanding of the world 
around them by getting to know these guardians of 
our freedom.  Year after year I hear back from the 
parents that their sons come to us as boys and leave 
as men – you cannot ask anything more than that.  
"These are wonderful young men, and we are so hon-
ored to be part of the overall Legion family." 
 

 
Sons Sargent at Arms Don Couilard, Indian Player Casey Al-
worden, Sons Commander Randy Bruntjens, Gavin Frossard, 
Aedan Creten, Cameron Kelly,  Indians Manager Scott 
Kwarciany, Sons 5th Zone Commander John Pickard, and Sons 
Adjutant Steve Viau. 
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dickie_huntley@hotmail.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Fourth Tuesday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (605) 313-4388 
Access Code 3468542# 

 

 
as of August 11, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
juanrtorres10@hotmail.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

First Tuesday of Each Month 
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time | 8:00 p.m. Central 

9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-5379 

Access Code 830520 

 

 
as of August 11, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dickie_huntley@hotmail.com
mailto:juanrtorres10@hotmail.com
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roberts.jason215@gmail.com

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Second Tuesday of Each Month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (701) 802-5001 
Access Code 4720682 

 

 
as of August 11, 2022 

 
 

 
 

 
controller@bordertowncasinorv.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Fourth Wednesday of Each Month 
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJp
NjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09 
Meeting ID: 965 6230 3887 

Passcode: 795541 

 

 
as of August 11, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
mailto:controller@bordertowncasinorv.com
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09

