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U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi pledged her com-
mitment to Taiwan on Wednesday as Chinese ships 
and aircraft ramped up their military activity in re-
sponse to her visit. 
 
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen presented Pelosi the 
Order of Propitious Clouds with Special Grand Cor-
don award, during a livestreamed ceremony that 
morning.  
 
ñNow more than ever Americaôs solidarity with Tai-
wan is crucial,ò said Pelosi, who departed Taiwan on 
Wednesday evening for South Korea.  ñToday our 
delegation, of which Iôm very proud of, came to Tai-
wan to make it unequivocally clear we will not aban-
don our commitment to Taiwan, and we are proud 
of our enduring friendship.ò 
 
China held live-fire military exercises Saturday off 
its coast opposite Taiwan after warning Pelosi to 
cancel her visit.  Ahead of her arrival on Tuesday 

night, Chinese aircraft and warships brushed up 
against the median line in the Taiwan Strait, an un-
official dividing line, according to Reuters.   
 
Also, after her arrival, Chinaôs Eastern Theater Com-
mand announced drills would take place near the 
Taiwan Strait starting late Tuesday.  These included 
long-range live-fire and conventional missile 
launches, the official China Military website re-
ported. 
 
Chinese J-20 stealth fighters took off from an air-
field that evening to participate in the drills, the of-
ficial Global Times reported Wednesday. 
 
This map released by Chinaôs Peopleôs Liberation 
Army shows six zones around Taiwan where exten-
sive military drills are scheduled to take place Thurs-
day, Aug. 4, 2022, to Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022.  (Peopleôs 
Liberation Army)  China also announced a series of 
naval exercises, to include live-fire drills, slated to 
run from Thursday to Sunday that will effectively 
surround the self-governing island, according to a 
Tuesday report from Chinaôs state-run Xinhua News 
Agency. 
 
Chinaôs planned exercises effectively ñamount to a 
sea and air blockade,ò a Taiwan National Defense 
Ministry official told reporters after Pelosiôs cere-
mony with Tsai, according to the Washington Post.   
The drills show that China seeks ña cross-strait reso-
lution by force instead of peaceful means,ò the min-
istry tweeted Wednesday. 
 

see TAIWAN page 24 
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Take action  

for veterans  who need us  
August 3, 2022 

 
Dear American Legion Family and Friends,  
 
The American Legion Legislative Commission sent 
an urgent action notice last Friday by email, calling 
on recipients to demand that the Senate stay in 
Washington and pass the PACT Act.  Within 24 
hours, more than 9,000 emails hit the inboxes of 
U.S. senators from this American Legion call to ac-
tion.   
 
This advocacy played a critical role as the Senate ap-
proved the PACT Act on Aug. 2, ushering in critical 
health-care benefits for millions of veterans affected 
by toxic exposure. 
 
The Grassroots Advocacy Center ï formerly known 
as the Legislative Action Center ï is an excellent way 
to make The American Legionôs voice heard in 
Washington.  The platform allows you to easily find 
legislation of interest, identify elected officials by 
ZIP Code and send your message.  I strongly urge all 
our members and friends to sign up to receive legis-
lative alerts on that site so you can stay up to speed 
on our congressional priorities.   
 
Bill s and positions we support by resolutions can be 
found on the Legislative Agenda page of the national 
website. These priorities are updated with each new 
session of Congress and form the foundation of The 
American Legionôs annual testimony to the joint 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://www.legion.org/legislative/256488/pact-act-clears-final-hurdle-president%E2%80%99s-desk%C2%A0
https://www.legion.org/legislative/256488/pact-act-clears-final-hurdle-president%E2%80%99s-desk%C2%A0
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home
https://www.legion.org/legislative/agenda
https://www.legion.org/legislative/agenda
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session of the House and Senate Committees on Vet-
eransô Affairs.  
 
Also, important to know is that the Legislative staff 
in Washington is always actively testifying and sub-
mitting statements for the rec ord to Congress on is-
sues ranging from improved GI Bill benefits parity 
for National Guard and Reserve personnel to ensur-
ing quality representation of veterans in the VA ben-
efits claims process.  Those testimonies, including 
videos where available, can be found here.  
 
The battle to achieve fair health-care services and 
disability benefits for veterans suffering from toxic 
exposure to burn pits, Agent Orange, contaminated 
water on base, atomic radiation and other sub-
stances has been a tough one at times this summer.  
And little matters more to the veterans we serve ï 
and to elected representatives who have the power to 
help them ï than your voice.  
 
I urge everyone in the American Legion Family to 
take the time to understand our legislative priorities, 
sign up for Grassroots Action Center alerts and make 
your voices heard.  We have proven through history, 
and continue to do so today, that we can improve the 
lives of all who have honorably served our country in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.  
 
This is one very direct way we show what we mean 
byéVeterans Strengthening America.  
 
Paul E. Dillard , National Commander   
The American Legion  

 
Membership matters  

in The American Legion  
Paul E. Dillard, National Commander | August 8, 2022 

 
Membership in The American Legion is our voice on 
Capitol Hill when we fight for legislation that pro-
vides the best care and benefits for our veterans as 
seen with the passing of the PACT Act; itôs our voice 
in addressing and preventing veteran suicide 
through the Legionôs Be The One campaign;  and itôs 
our voice in creating future leaders through our pro-
grams like Boys State and Boys Nation, American 
Legion Baseball, oratorical and shooting sports. I 
visited the young men and women at Boys Nation in 
Washington, D.C., and the Junior 3-Position Air Ri-
fle Championship in Colorado.  You see how our pro-
grams change them; they mold their life.  As mem-
bers of The American Legion, we are creating future 
leaders. 

Membership matters .  And to grow this great organ-
ization, it takes us going to where the veterans are 
for recruiting efforts.   
 
For example, members of the Marketing Committee 
at Post 90 in Cape Coral, Fla., recruited 27 new 
members into the post for 2022 .  The committee 
staffed a booth at trade shows and festivals in Cape 
Coral to recruit new members, and attended Cape 
Coral Bike Night to promote the Legion Riders pro-
gram.  ñThis tactic has earned the Marketing Com-
mittee a substantial list of leads and evidence that 
trade shows turned out to be a vital step toward at-
tracting veterans to our post and our programs,ò said 
Post 90 Public Relations Officer Ted Clark.  
 
Membership strength will ensure no veteran is left 
behind.  I am proud that I awarded my ñNo Veteran 
Left Behindò membership excellence pin to 1,366 Le-
gionnaires who obtained three new members into 
The American Legion for 2022.  As we embark on 
2023 membership year, I urge you to keep the mem-
bership matters momentum going for us to see 
growth.   
 
We are Veterans Strengthening America. 

 

 
 

50 th  Convention  
Commemoration Committee  

Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman  
 
The 50th Convention Commemoration Committee 
has created a 50th Convention Challenge Coin.  This 
challenge coin will be given to each person attending 
out 50 th Convention Banquet taking place on Satur-
day afternoon, August 27. 
 
For those attending the banquet we will make avail-
able additional challenges coins for sale first at a cost 
of $10.00 each.  Following the banquet, we will make 
the remaining challenges coins available at the con-
vention until they are gone.  We are anticipating hav-
ing around 1,000 coins available for resale. 
  
These coins will make a great keepsake for members 
back home or could be used as a fundraiser if marked 
up and resold again.  All proceeds from the sale of 
this coin by the National organization will be going 
to the Veterans and Children Foundation. 

https://www.legion.org/legislative/testimony
https://www.legion.org/legislative/testimony
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The challenge coins can be purchased by cash or by 
checks payable to: ñThe American Legion.ò 

 
 

Advisory Committee  
Joe Mayne  (M N), Chairman  

 

Americanism Commission  
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman  

Fourth Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central  

5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific  
Call in # (508) 924  3315 

Access Code: NONE 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26  

 
Conference Call Schedule : 

 
August 25, 2022 

 

Century Committee  
(CENTCOM)  

Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman  

 

Child Welfare Foundation  
Committee  

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman  
Third Wednesday of each month 

 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808 417 
Online Meeting ID:  

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/ coolcameo 
 

Gentlemen, 
 
Fundraising takes no time off and the Sons of The 
American Legion is a testament to that.  Let's con-
tinue to raise funds for our nation's youth.  
 
For those coming to the National Convention in Mil-
waukee, please stop the CWF Booth and purchase 
some new merchandise.  Some of the items will be: 

¶ Sons for Kids Dog Tag Pin $10 

¶ Sons for Kids Padfolio $25 

¶ CWF Purple polo shirt  

¶ CWF Black camp shirt 

¶ CWF backpacks 

¶ 10 quilts donated by the Detachments of 
Kansas and Wisconsin will be raffled off dur-

ing the convention. 

 
Prices will be obtained on the polo shirt, camp shirt , 
and CWF backpacks. 
 
Continue the great work gentlemen! 

 

Children & Youth Committee  
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman  

Second Monday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09  

Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607 
Passcode: xZztq6 

 
Watch the National Children & Youth  

Academy promo video HERE  

 

Subcommittee  
on National Appointments  

Ron Roberts, (MS ), Chairman  

 

Finance  Commission  
William G. Hill (MD) , Chairman  

 

 
Tim Aboudara, Sr.,  

National Service Project Coordinator  
 

As of August 10, 2022  

1,831,290  

 Flags  have been placed  and  
reported  to honor our veterans  

since September 1, 2021  

 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zs_-XXBbac
http://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com
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Internal Affairs  Commission  
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman  

Fourth Thursday of each month 
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-6050 

Access Code: 344590 

 

Legislative Commission  
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman  

First Thursday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (267) 807-9601 

Access Code 988 284 103# 
 
Here is an update from the SAL National Legislative 
Commission. 
  
SAL Legislative Goals for 2021-2022:  Goals in 
Bold  
 
1. Benchmark number of Detachments that 

don't have a Legislative Commission . 
a. 2020-2021 10 Detachments listed a De-

tachment Legislative Commission Chair-
man 

b. 2021-2022 18 Detachment currently 
have Legislative Chairman on record 

2. Send Letter out to the Detachments to 
create a Legislative Commission . 

a. Email letter went out beginning of ad-
ministrative year asking for Detachment 
Legislative Chairmen for each Detach-
ment.  Emails were sent to Detachment 
Commanders and NEC. 

3. Track increase from Benchmark and re-
port . 

a. 2020-2021 10 Detachment Legislative 
Chairmen listed 

b. 2021-2022 Currently 14 Detachment 
Legislative Chairmen listed 

4. Increase submissions to 20 for the George 
B. Evans Veterans Advocate of the Year 
Award . 

a. Below is what has been turned in last 3 
years.  A jump to 20 submissions seems 
to be out of reach but we tried. 

b. E-mails were sent to all National Officers, 
Detachment Commanders, Detachment 
Adjutants,  and Detachment Legislative 
Chairmen 

c. 2019-2020, 1 submission 
d. 2020-2021, 4 submissions 
e. 2021-2022, 5 submissions 

5. Increase SAL participation in t he Wash-
ington Conference and plan another 
event  

a. February 2020 29 Detachments partici-
pated 109 American Legion Family mem-
bers attended. 

b. February 2022 Washington Conference 
was cancelled for in person meeting for 
2022, however SAL The Legislative Com-
mission still planned and had a Wreath 
Laying Ceremony attending WWII, Vi-
etnam, and Arlington Tomb of Unknown 
Soldier memorials.  17 Detachments par-
ticipated with 70 American Legion Fam-
ily members attended. 

 
While this was less than previous year, 
the turnout was enormous due to Wash-
ington Conference being cancelled. 

We also had added another event.  After the 
wreath laying ceremonies were concluded, 
Flying Flags for Heroôs event was held at 
Greenwood Cemetery in Washington DC 
with members placing flags on graves of Vet-
erans in that cemetery to promote SAL Na-
tional Commander Foxôs Project this year. 

 
You have been with us on our campaign to pass the 
Honoring our PACT Act through multiple twists and 
turns that grabbed the attention of the entire nation .  
Last night the battle was finally won, with the Senate 
passing the legislation by a vote of 86-11.  
 
ñTonight, the U.S. Senate passed historic legislation 
that will make a difference in the lives of millions of 
veterans,ò American Legion National Commander 
Paul E. Dillard said.  ñAfter some unusual delays for 
a bill that is largely identical to what passed on 
June 16, a bipartisan maj ority of senators voted in 
favor of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson 
Honoring Our PACT Act .  This act will save lives 
and offer health care and benefits for those exposed 
to the poisons of war while serving our country. ò 
 
Commander Dillard pointed out that the Legionôs 
grassroots advocacy helped ensure the billôs ap-
proval. 
 
ñIt would not have passed without the tireless ef-
forts of our American Legion Family and friends 
who contacted lawmakers and encouraged them to 
do right by Americaôs veterans.  We look forward to 
President Biden signing the PACT Act expedi-
tiously.ò 
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At a time when members of the Senate were consid-
ering abandoning the bill, you were part of the Le-
gion's advocacy drive that ultimately sent 
over 34,700  messages to the Senate demanding 
they stay in session until the bill passed- and they 
complied.  
 
Thank you for joining me on this campaign, and I ask 
that you keep your eye out for future "ALERT" mes-
sages from the Legion.  See you in our future battles 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Lawrence M ontreuil , Director  
National Legislative Division  
The American Legion National Headquarters  

 
 

Member Training and  
Development Comm ittee  
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman  

First Monday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern  

Call in # (605) 468 -8772 
Access Code: 625764# 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Membership Committee  
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman  

Third Tuesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Call In # (605) 472-5756 
Access Code 771 7294# 

 
 

The current SAL membership report can be accessed 
on the national website at 

www.legion.org/membership/standings  
 

 
 
Membership goals for 2023 were set based 
on the following, using the 2022 105% dele-
gate strength target date report as of July 28, 
2022 : 
  

¶ Detachments at 105% or more of their 2022 
goal = 1% increase 

¶ Detachments at 100% to 104.99% =  2% increase 

http://www.legion.org/membership/standings
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¶ Detachments below 100%  =  3% increase 
 
Note :   Some Foreign Detachments may be exempt from the 
process due to size 

 

Alabama 2,066      

Alaska 1,608      

Arizona 8,004      

Arkansas 447          

California 10,714    

Colorado 2,729      

Connecticut 1,867      

Delaware 2,430      

District of Columbia 114          

Florida 21,519    

France 158          

Georgia 4,490      

Hawaii 77            

Idaho 644          

Illinois 13,398    

Indiana 36,387    

Iowa 4,857      

Kansas 5,919      

Kentucky 2,609      

Louisiana 1,790      

Maine 2,617      

Maryland 16,058    

Massachusetts 5,442      

Mexico 31            

Michigan 24,271    

Minnesota 11,378    

Mississippi 722          

Missouri 3,219      

Montana 1,108      

Nebraska 7,015      

Nevada 357          

New Hampshire 5,677      

New Jersey 9,386      

New Mexico 1,483      

New York 29,864    

North Carolina 2,727      

North Dakota 1,056      

Ohio 30,636    

Oklahoima 1,348      

Oregon 1,414      

Pennsylvania 60,803    

Phillipines 70            

Puerto Rico 123          

Rhode Island 336          

South Carolina 1,473      

South Dakota 1,362      

Tennessee 1,718      

Texas 5,569      

Utah 449          

Vermont 3,818      

Virginia 4,109      

Washintgon 2,485      

West Virginia 2,362      

Wisconsin 4,187      

Wyoming 1,298      

TOTALS 367,798  

2023 Detachment Membership Goals

 

 
Membership revitalization  

best practices  
The American Legion | August 3, 3022 

 
American Legion post and district revitalization ef-
forts provide an opportunity for members currently 
residing in a department headquarters post to trans-
fer into a post in or near their community .  Itôs also 
an opportunity to sign up new members and check 
on fellow veterans. 
 
Revitalization efforts can be held at a post or com-
munity space where post, district and department 
leadership are in attendance.  During the National 
Membership Workshop in Indianapo lis July 29, at-
tendees heard best practices for conducting a post 
and district revitalization from Department of Idaho 
Adjutant Abe Abrahamson. 
 

¶ Have an American Legion service officer availa-
ble to help answer veteran benefits questions or 
file a claim. 

¶ Provide a free lunch.  Feature this free lunch on 
the back of the postcards that national staff mails 
out prior to the revitalization that invite veterans 
to renew, join and learn more about The Ameri-
can Legion.  ñHow many people in your commu-
nity donôt know what you do?ò Abrahamson 
asked workshop attendees.  ñHow many veterans 
donôt know what you do?  How many veterans 
donôt know who we are?  Why is this?  Because 
we donôt do a good job telling everybody how 
great we are.  Your post needs to add free lunch 
(to the back of the postcards) and óPlease bring 
your family and come down and see us.ô Invite 
them down to meet you.  Give them a reason to 
come.  Make it family inviting.ò 

¶ Create packets of take-home materials for poten-
tial new members who attend the revitalization .  
The packets can include a post or department 
newsletter, membership application and bro-
chures on American Legion programs. 
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¶ Go online to 411.com if there isnôt a phone num-
ber on the membership roster provided during 
the revitalization .  A phone number will often 
come up after typing in a name and home ad-
dress. 

¶ Identify one phone number to leave behind for 
members to call back if a voicemail must be left. 

¶ Make a list of headquarters post members who 
couldnôt be reached to call before each post meet-
ing. 

¶ Gather as much information as possible when 
filling out the Member Data Form to transfer a 
headquarters member into a post home ï email 
address, branch of service, home address, etc. 

¶ Engage the transferred members ï send a post 
newsletter, have the post commander make a 
welcome phone call, and invite the member to 
the post for a meeting or dinner .  ñYour job from 
the day they transferred is to build value in your 
post,ò Abrahamson said.  ñBecause if you havenôt 
built value in those months (before the ren ewal 
notice comes) they are not going to renew.ò 

¶ Conduct an initiation ceremony with the trans-
ferred members.  ñJust because they are DMS 
members, you can still bring them down to the 
post and do an initiation ceremony .  I believe 
thatôs important,ò Abrahamson said because as 
they stand before post leadership and members 
with their right hand raised, ñwhat are they do-
ing?  They are making a commitment to your or-
ganization.  They are making a commitment to 
your post.ò 

¶ Recognize all volunteers who helped with the re-
vitalization effort .  Abrahamson recommends 
presenting the certificates of recognition during 
a department convention or mid -winter confer-
ence.  ñRecognize your people in front of people.  
It does you no good to mail a certificate to some-
bodyôs house.ò 

 
Abrahamson echoed the remarks of Past National 
Commander Marty Conatser to Membership Work-
shop attendees that membership is like a sales job.  
ñTo do your sales job, you have to know what youôre 
selling,ò Abrahamson said.  ñYou donôt show up at a 
car dealership and say, óHey, tell me about this carô 
and the salesman goes óYep, it has four wheels.ô Heôs 
going to tell you every single thing about that car so 
that you fall in love with it and buy it .  The Legion is 
no different .  You can explain to them everything 
about it thatôs great, but if you donôt know the infor-
mation, how can you sell it?  Build the value.ò 
 
That value in The American Legion is the reason for 
joining, Membership and Post Activities Committee 
Chairman Jay Bowen said.  ñThe reason you joined, 

the reason you stay a member of The American Le-
gion, is probably different than why Iôm doing it.  But 
thatôs OK.  I see the value in The American Legion.  
You obviously see the value in The American Legion.  
We have got to make our veterans, our Legionnaires, 
our members believe and understand that there is a 
value in their membership .  And we have to continue 
to push that.ò 
 
MEMBERSHIP TIPS  

¶ Department of Arizona Membership Director 
Steven Sperl has a QR code on the back of his 
American Legion business card that takes poten-
tial members to the departmentôs online mem-
bership application where veterans can sign up 
and pay dues.  Sperl also puts the QR code on 
every membership article he writes thatôs fea-
tured on the Department of Arizonaôs website, 
Facebook page and Twitter account.  ñWe need 
to embrace it and we need to use it,ò he shared 
with Membership Workshop attendees during 
his presentation on membership recruitment.  

¶ The business card of Department of Utah Com-
mander Doug Case has his Post 11ôs address, 
monthly meet ing day and time, American Legion 
national website, and website information to ac-
cess military records/DD -214.  ñI give these out 
to every veteran I see,ò Case said during the 
membership recruitment session. 

¶ Each time a district commander in Illinois vis-
ited a post in his district, he arrived an hour early 
to knock on the doors of two expired members 
from the respective post.  Conatser said that 19 
of the posts in the district achieved 100% mem-
bership.  ñItôs easy on the phone, itôs easy in a let-
ter, itôs not so easy when youôre standing on the 
front porch to say no (to joining or renewing),ò 
Conatser said. 

 
 
Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR)  
We have reports from 1,456 of our 5,966 Sons of The 
American Legion squadrons that have submitted 
their data for a completion rate of 24.4%. 
 
Congratulations to the Detachment of Vermont for 
obtaining 100% CSR reporting.  The detachment will 
be recognized on stage at the national convention. 
 
CPR and CSR reports will continue to be accepted 
until Sept 2, 2022. 
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National  Convention  
Committee  

Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman  
awatry@mindspring.com  

Meetings held as necessary 
Call in # (857) 2320159 

Access Code: 962347 
 

The Detachment of Wisconsin is 
looking forward to seeing every-
one in Milwaukee in just under 
4 weeks.  We are working hard 
and coordinating with the Na-
tional Organization to ensure 
everything is ready and every-
one has a great Conven-
tion.   Please share the following 

informat ion with the people who you will have trav-
eling to Milwaukee for the Convention.   I will hit on 
several topics today, including what the Detachment 
is helping coordinate, but also including other infor-
mation many people may be interested in. 
 
¶ Convention Pins 

o All Delegates and Distinguished Guest 
will receive a Pin at no charge 

mailto:awatry@mindspring.com
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Á Pins for Delegates will be given 
out as part of the Credential 
Packet.  

Á We are asking the person who 
picks up the Credential Packet 
hand out the pins to their delega-
tion.  

Á The number of pins for each De-
tachment will be the Delegations 
Strength. 

Á Pins for Distinguished Guests will 
be handed out as they are on-
stage. 

o Pins will also be for sale during the Con-
vention 
Á Will have a table set-up in the 

lobby of the Miller High Life The-
ater, sales will occur before/after 
committee meetings and Conven-
tion Session. 

Á Will also have people from the 
Detachment of Wisconsin selling 
pins as they are walking around, 
similar to the process Arizona 
sold pins last year. 

Á Pins will be $5.00/each  
¶ Friday Night Social 

o Will not have a formal meal/gathering 
due to all the celebration/activities for 
this being our 50 th Convention 

o The Legion Family of Wisconsin will have 
a Hospitality Suite at the Drury Hotel, 
please consider stopping by on Friday 
night.  

¶ National Children and Youth Academy 
o Unfortunately , the plans for visiting the 

128th Refueling Wing fell through  
o Still have plans moving forward for the 

Academy, will be in a meeting room at 
the Miller High Life Theater  

o Includes The 10 Ideals Program and 
some special guests/speakers 

¶ Do not forget to sign up to attend the 50 th Con-
vention Banquet.  Invite and banquet form are 
attached 

  
Now for some other key information to prepare for 
the Convention 
¶ I have attached two maps.  One is the general 

Milwaukee Area; one is a close up of the Conven-
tion Center District.   Some key items to note 

o The SAL Office, Emblem Sales, and most 
Legion/Auxiliary activities will be in the 
Convention Center. 

o All of our Meetings and Convention will 
be 1 block north in the Miller High Life 
Theater. 

o The one exception is the banquet which 
will be in the Hilton Milwaukee City Cen-
ter 

o Sorry the maps may be a little blurry, a 
great place to find these maps, and other 
information is  Visit Milwaukee - VISIT 
Milwaukee 

¶ I have attached a bus schedule, which is subject 
to change.  Please check this schedule if you plan 
on using buses, and plan accordingly. 

¶ The Phone App for Convention is up/running 
and continues to be updated.  I did attach an ar-
ticle on how to download the appé 

¶ Continue to monitor the 2022 National Conven-
tion Web Site, which can be found at Convention 
Information | The American Legion  .  This in-
cludes information regarding  

o Sunday afternoon Legion Family Social 
Event ï Oktoberfest at the War Memorial  

o Monday Night Brewer/Pirates Baseball 
game 

o Hotels by Department/Detachment  
o Much more 

¶ CWF Fundraisers 
o There will be a booth in the exhibition 

hall for CWF and they will be running 
some fundraisers at that booth. 

o The Detachment of Wisconsin has (6) 
handmade Patriotic Themed quilts to 
raffle off for CWF.   Tickets will be sold at 
the CWF booth and/or Miller High Life 
Theater (still finalizing plans on this).  

o As always, please support CWF!!!! 
  
Finally, just to answer a couple questions which have 
been forwarded to me: 
¶ Motorcycle Parking ï any special accommo-

dations being set-up?  I am not aware of any, 
please check with your Legion Riders Repre-
sentative.  I would also encourage you to 
check your hotel for anything related to mo-
torcycles in their parking garages/lots.  

¶ Four Corners ï plans are being finalized and 
information to come out soon.   I would sug-
gest contacting myself or Chuck Treat in 
about 10 days; my understanding is the plans 
will be finalized by then; the initial commu-
nications will be coming out soon. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.visitmilwaukee.org/
https://www.visitmilwaukee.org/
https://www.legion.org/convention/resources
https://www.legion.org/convention/resources
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Public and Media  
Communications Commission  

Mark B. McCue (MA ), Chairman  

Fourth Monday of Each Month  
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/ 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

 
 

 
Dear TALMA members, 
 
August is here and that means the 103rd National 
Convention in Milwaukee is around the corner. I 
hope to see many of you there, especially at 
the TALMA Media Training Workshop and the 
awards luncheon on Monday, Aug. 29. You can at-
tend the workshop in person or virtually .  Either 
way, we have a great lineup of topics and panelists 
that will provide useful tips, resources, and infor-
mation for you to promote your American Legion 
post.   
 
During much of TALMAôs existence, we have been 
meeting virt ually due to the pandemic.  While I un-
derstand some of you are opting for the virtual train-
ing, I look forward to engaging with those who will 
be in Milwaukee at the workshop and/or luncheon.   
 
Both represent great opportunities for TALMA 
members and non-members to meet in person to 
learn valuable media training tips and share best 
practices while building camaraderie .  If you are 
coming to convention, I encourage you to attend the 
Media Training Workshop and awards luncheon .  
And bring a prospective TALMA member with you !  
Itôs important for Legion Family members to see 
firsthand the benefit and value of TALMA member-
ship.  You can help make that happen by bringing 
them as your guest to the Media Training Workshop 
and special luncheon. 
 
Ready to join me and fellow TALMA members on 
Aug. 29?  Here is what you need to know.  
 
Media training:  The Media Training Workshop 
will be held in the Wisconsin Center, Room 102, Sec-
tion D, First Floor .  It will begin at 8:30 a.m. and 
conclude by 4 p.m. Central time with a two-hour 

break for the TALMA awards luncheon.  During the 
training, panelists will discuss how to:   
 
¶ Start a Facebook page, advertise on it, and use 

Facebook to drive membership   
¶ Develop best practices for photography skills   
¶ Use texting to communicate with m embers   
¶ Design visual content for print and online with 

Canva   
¶ Host virtual meetings   
¶ Support and promote The American Legionôs Be 

The One campaign  
 
As a reminder, membership renewal for TALMA is 
almost here.  You can easily and safely renew online 
at www.legion.org/talma/join .  Visit www.le-
gion.org/talma/workship  to register if you will be at-
tending the training in person.  The worksh op also 
will be streamed live at www.facebook.com/ameri-
canlegionhq. 
 
Awards luncheon:  TALMA will host a special 
awards luncheon that will include recognition of the 
contest winners, presentations by speakers and a de-
licious meal.  The meal will be a buffet of pulled 
smoked chicken, shrimp and crab cakes, coleslaw, 
potato salad, grilled vegetables, Wisconsin cheeses, 
desserts and more. 
 
The luncheon will begin at 11 a.m. at the Hilton Mil-
waukee, Wright Ballroom, Section C, Fourth Floor .  
It is free for TALMA award recipients .  For others 
and guests, the price is $20.  Deadline to register for 
the luncheon is Monday, Aug. 22. 
 
Visit www.legion.org/talma/banquet  to register. 
 
We have a great workshop and luncheon ahead of us.  
I look forward to seeing you there!  
 
As a reminder, membership renewal for TALMA is 
almost here.  You can easily and safely renew online 
at www.legion.org/talma.join . 

 
Dave Wallace, Chairman  
Media and Communications Commission  

 

Sub -Committee  
on Resolutions  

Ned Fox (CA ), Chairman  

 
 
 

http://em.legion.org/c/12pz6gUQze2GRrHSs5yp48LV
http://em.legion.org/c/12pz6gUQze2GRrHSs5yp48LV
http://em.legion.org/c/12pz8jECXaDkiANBZaSzaN3o
http://em.legion.org/c/12pz8jECXaDkiANBZaSzaN3o
http://www.legion.org/talma/join
http://www.legion.org/talma/workship
http://www.legion.org/talma/workship
http://www.facebook.com/americanlegionhq
http://www.facebook.com/americanlegionhq
http://www.legion.org/talma/banquet
http://www.legion.org/talma.join
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Veterans Affairs  

& Rehabilitation Commission  

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman  
Fourth Monday of each month  

7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686  
Passcode: 243945 

 

Veterans Employment  
& Education Commission  

Chuck Treat (AZ ), Chairman  
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Call In # (508) 924 -3315 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26  
 

The SAL National VE&E Commission met on July 28 
at 8:00 p.m.  Our last Economic Nuggets was re-
ceived on May 16.  We are not sure why they have 
been coming to us so sporadically and we will con-
tinue to forward the ñEconomic Nuggetsò as we re-
ceive it.  
 
Copies of the Tri-Fold Brochure and SOP have been 
forwarded to VE&E commission members for review 
and updating where needed.  This process will begin 
at our August meeting on August 17.  When these 
documents are ready, we will identify the path they 
must take for approval. 
 
The commission is also working on action items 
identified by SONA.  We understand the National 
Directory is not current with newly elected Detach-
ment Commanders, along with Adjutants and Com-
mission Members.  Please forward this on as needed 
if changes have been made during your elections.  
 
Our next commission conference call will be on Au-
gust 17 at 8:00 p.m.  Eastern Time.  The call in # is 
(508) 924 -3315 and no access code is needed.  You 
are welcome to join us if you would like.  
 
You will also find the latest Career Fair information 
from www.legion.org/careers  and Stand Down in-
formation from www.va.gov/homeless attached to 
my email. If you are interested in volunteering or 
getting more information f or any of these Stand 
Downs, contact one of the VA POCôs (Points of Con-
tact) listed for each Stand Down.    
 
We have identified our Marvin Nay Award winner 
and that announcement will be made at National 

Convention.  We are looking forward to seeing you 
in M ilwaukee.   
 
Thank You for Everything You Do!!  
 
Jim Coates, Deputy Chairman  
National SAL VE&E Commission  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://mercycare-org.zoom.us/j/84516680686?pwd=N0hKWjloR3RKbUl0bkVvRlVGVmxzZz09
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
http://www.legion.org/careers
http://www.va.gov/homeless
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JOIN DONATE 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home  

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL  

Thir d Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
 

Congratulation s to the Central Region for continu-

ing to lead the nation in the submission of Consoli-
dated Squadron Reports.  As you know, this form, 
along with the Squadron Officer Certification and 
the Squadron Data Report are mandatory reports, 
and must be made annually. 
 

If your squadron has not submitted these forms, 
please get them completed and turned in right away.  
Thanks for your help!  
 

M embership in the Central Region continues to 

come in for the 2022 year .  We remain in fourth 
place, coming in at 100.48%, which represents 
125,578 members paid.  Although we have met our 
goal, the detachments of Ohio, Missouri, Indiana, 
and Illinois have yet to reach quota, progress is being 
made.  Keep up the hard work! 
 
Please make sure to contact delinquent members 
and ask them to renew for 2022, and see if you can 
get them to do the same for 2023.  If we can get our 
members in the habit of renewing in July, we will set 
a new cycle of membership, see high numbers for 
our squadrons, and change the mindset and culture 
of our membership program.  Do you have your 
2023 membership card?  Whoôs next? 
 

The Ohio American Legion Family was shocked to 

hear of the passing of Department Commander Brad 
Ties on Wednesday.  Brad had only been com-
mander for one month, having been elected on July 
3 at the Department Convention.  Not only was he a 
proud Legionnaire, but he was also a proud member 
of Sons of The American Legion. 
 
I had the opportunity to spend time wi th Brad two 
weeks ago, as he attended Detachment of Ohio Ex-
ecutive Committee meeting on Saturday, July 23.  
We both attended the Ohio American Legion Base-
ball State Tournament banquet on Sunday, and at-
tended games on Monday and Tuesday.  I am happy 
for that time, and will remember for a long time.  
 

 
Department of Ohio Commander the late Brad Teis, Depart-
ment Americani sm and Children & Youth Coordinator Christie 
White, National Vice -Commander Jeff Vrabel, Sr. at the De-
partment of Ohio State Baseball Tournament Banquet Sunday, 
July 24, 2022 in Lancaster, Ohio.  

 

https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
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Brad always had a smile on his face, was there to help 
anyone in any way he could, and was a very dedi-
cated and proud United States veteran.  He leaves 
behind big shoes to fill. 
 
Commander Teis will be greatly missed by all.  
Thanks for all you did for our organization Brad!  
You will not be forgotten.  
 
Commander Teisô photo and bio appear later in this 
edition.  Commander Tiesô funeral was held Thurs-
day, August 11, 2022. 
 

A s always, if there is anything I can do to help, 

please let me do, and I will help how I can. 
 

W e are Sons of The American Legion.  

 

W e are #SALSTRONG!!!  

 

 
 

 
Gentlemen: 
 
It has been a great year, your efforts 
and pride that you have shown to 
honor your priceless heritage is be-
yond words.  We may not have hit 
105%, but we did break the 100% 

goal.  Keep up all the great work that you have been 
doing. 
 
It has been an honor to work with all of you this year 
and into the future .  Hope to see everyone at Mil-
waukee. 
 
Even though the 2023 membership cards are out, we 
cannot stop asking our members who have not paid 
their 2022 dues to do so and renew.  We need to con-
tinue t o instill in our squadrons that we still need to 
keep up that personal touch by contacting our mem-
bers and remind them that their membership helps 
our veterans and our organization.  To honor our 
priceless heritage is an honor.  Itôs the least we can 
do for their service to our country and for us .  Keep 
up all the great work that all of you do. 

 
David Mennel,  
Central Region 
Membership Chairman  
davidmennel@yahoo.com 

Please feel free to copy and share these membership graphics  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:davidmennel@yahoo.com


15 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position         #SALSTRONG  | Round -Up  

202 2 Central Region  
Membership Report  

 

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Western 4  Q 24,414       25,413       (999)           104.09% 32               QUOTA

2 Eastern 6, 7, 8 Q 136,233     138,338     (2,105)        101.55% 272             QUOTA

3 Southern 3, 4, 5, 6 Q 42,593       42,950       (357)           100.84% 36               QUOTA

4 Central 4, 6, 8 Q 124,977     125,578     (601)           100.48% 84               QUOTA

5 Midwest 3, 4 28,508       28,266       242            99.15% 29               

TOTALS 356,725    360,545    (3,820)       101.07% 421            QUOTA

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Michigan 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 21,985       24,063       (2,078)        109.45% 14               9 Q

2 Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 3,914         4,150         (236)           106.03% 4                 15 Q

3 Iowa 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 4,571         4,815         (244)           105.34% 1                 18 Q

4 Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 11,091       11,160       (69)             100.62% -                  34 Q

5 Ohio 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 29,946       29,755       191            99.36% 2                 39

6 Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 3,211         3,131         80               97.51% -                  44

7 Indiana 1 36,657       35,495       1,162         96.83% 63               45

8 Illinois 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 13,602       13,009       593            95.64% -                  48

TOTALS 124,977    125,578    (601)          100.48% 84              Q

Q = Quota

1  Met 09/22/21 goal of 10% 6  Met 02/09/22 goal of 75%  - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

2  Met10/14/21  goal of 25% 7  Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3  Met 11/10/21 goal of 35% 8  Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4  Met 12/08/21 goal of 45% 9  Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5  Met 01/21/22 goal of 60% 10 Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Wisconsin 3,914         4,150         (236)           106.03% 3.30%

Iowa 4,571         4,815         (244)           105.34% 3.83%

Missouri 3,211         3,131         80               97.51% 2.49%

TOTALS 7,782        7,946        (164)          102.11% 6.33%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Minnesota 11,091       11,160       (69)             100.62% 8.89%

Illinois 13,602       13,009       593            95.64% 10.36%

TOTALS 24,693      24,169      524            97.88% 19.25%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Michigan 21,985       24,063       (2,078)        109.45% 19.16%

Ohio 29,946       29,755       191            99.36% 23.69%

Indiana 36,657       35,495       1,162         96.83% 28.27%

TOTALS 88,588      89,313      (725)          100.82% 71.12%

2022 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 08/09/22

Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
National

Rank

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

 
 

202 2 Central Region  
Renewal  Report  

 

08/09/22

Detachment Renewal %

1 Iowa 95.19%

2 Wisconsin 93.83%

3 Michigan 91.79%

4 Ohio 90.23%

5 Minnesota 89.98%

6 Indiana 88.21%

7 Illinois 87.61%

8 Missouri 84.63%

NATIONAL 88.48%
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dickie_huntley@hotmail.com  

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL  

Fourth Tuesday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (605) 313-4388 
Access Code 3468542# 

 

 
as of August 9, 2022 

 

 
 

Belleville's Sons meet  American 
Legion  Nation Commander  

in Woodbridg e 
Rusty Myers, Adjutant, Squadron 105 | Aug 1, 2022 

 
BELLEVILLE, NJ  ï Members of the Belleville 
Sons of the American Legion (SAL) had the honor 
and opportunity to meet National Commander Paul 
E. Dillard of the American Legion at Woodbridge 
Post #87, on his official visit to the state of New Jer-
sey in early August. 
 

 
 
The National Commander, who overseas an organi-
zation through out the country of over 1.8 million 
veterans and 370,000 members of the SAL, travels 
around the country each year visiting each Depart-
ment, or state. 
 
Focusing on advocating on behalf of the legislative 
issues facing the country which affect veterans, as 
commander of the largest veteranôs organization in 
the country, the American Legion National Com-
mander has both a presence in national politics and 
in the direction of the individual Posts and Squad-
rons throughout the country .  Throughout its his-
tory, óthe Legionô has been instrumental in the pass-
ing of bills such as the Servicemen's Readjustment 
Act of 1944, commonly known as the "G.I. Bill", as 
well as support for benefits such as pensions and the 
Veterans Health Administration.  
 
Paul Dillard, National Commander for 2021-2022, 
steps down at the National Convention in late Au-
gust in Milwaukee at the end of his term.  From 
Texas, the commander visited most recently the De-
partment of New Jersey, with a ómeet and greetô on 
the visitôs second day at the home post of New Jersey 
Department Commander Dan Dunn .  In front of a 
group of 75 representatives from the American 

mailto:dickie_huntley@hotmail.com
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Legion Family across NJ, the National Commander 
spoke at Woodbridge Post 87 about topics that have 
been at the forefront of the organizationôs attention 
since his election.  Two of the topics he discussed 
were veteranôs suicide, and the pending passage of 
the PACT Act in Congress, which moved to President 
Bidenôs desk a few days later.  The act expands VA 
health care and benefits for veterans exposed to burn 
pits and other toxic substances, as well as provides 
generations of veteransðand their surviv orsðwith 
the care and benefits. 
 
SAL Detachment (state) Commander Mark Natale 
invited  members of the Sons to the event to meet the 
National Commander  as well.  Belleville 105ôs own 
Steve Sangemino and Rusty Myers attended, shak-
ing hands, and chatting with the National Com-
mander about Belleville, New Jersey, and the SAL.  
Sangemino serves as a Detachment Vice Com-
mander, and Myers serves as DEC, or representa-
tive, of Essex County, as well as state Children and 
Youth Chairman.  Both are also members of Belle-
ville Squadron 105 on Washington Ave. 
 
Both were also given the opportunity to take a photo 
with the National Commander, and were presented 
by Dillard with his National Commanderôs Pin, a 
very prestigious badge. 
 
 
 

 
2021-22 Department of NJ Commander Daniel Dunn ; SAL Es-
sex County DEC Rusty Myers, of Belleville Squadron 105; 2021-
22 National Commander Paul Dillard ; 2021-22 Department of 
NJ Vice Commander Jack Dunne; and 2021-22 SAL Detach-
ment of NJ Vice Commander Steve Sangemino, of  Belleville 
Squadron 105. 

 

 
SAL Essex DEC County Rusty Myers, of Belleville Squadron 
105; 2021-22 National Commander Paul Dillard ; and 2021-22 
SAL Detachment of NJ Vice Commander Steve Sangemino, of 
Belleville Squadron 105. 
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juanrtorres10@hotmail.com  

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL  

First Tuesday of Each Month 
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time | 8:00 p.m. Central 

9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-5379 

Access Code 830520 
 

 
It has been an honor serving as you National Vice-
Commander Midwest.   It has been great meeting 
many of you.  It has been a great year for our region 
across the board.  We looked good in Child Welfare 
Foundation donations.   Thank you for all you have 
done. 
  
Of course, we go to membership which we are sitting 
at 99.05%, still 271 short of 100%.  I have come to 
realization that we will not have the 100% by Na-
tional Convention and will be the only Region not to 
make it.  I can say I am still proud of our accomplish-
ments with this.   Even tough COVID restrictions 
have lessened, there are still many who fear it.   Now 
with the Monkey Pox issue, I hope it will not hinder 
our growth into the next year.  
 
Even though we will not make goal, we still had a 
great year.  We helped national hit 100%, which 
means our organization is getting its members back 
after the last 2 years, and we are growing. 

mailto:juanrtorres10@hotmail.com
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Always remember that the 2021-2022 membership 
can still be accepted till December 31, 2022.  

 

 
as of August 9, 2022 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
roberts.jason215@gmail.com

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL  

Second Tuesday of Each Month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (701) 802-5001 
Access Code 4720682 

 

 
as of August 9, 2022 

 
 

mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
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controller@bordertowncasinorv.com  

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL  

Fourth Wednesday of Each Month 
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJp
NjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09  
Meeting ID: 965 6230 3887 

Passcode: 795541 

 

 
as of August 9, 2022 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

How to watch the  
American Legion World Series  

The American Legion | August 5, 2022 

 
The 95th American Legion World Series begins 
Thursday with eight teams vying for the champion-
ship of American Legion Baseball. 
 
The ALWS is played annually at Veterans Field at 
Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C., the permanent 
home of the series since 2011. 
 
The eight-team field is determined through eight re-
gionals nationwide, which begin with 64 teams com-
prised of state champions, host teams and runners-
up from states with  the largest American Legion 
Baseball lineups. 
 
The eight teams are divided into two divisions, the 
Stars division and the Stripes division, for pool play .  
The top two teams in each division after round-robin 
pool play advance to the semifinals, scheduled for 
Aug. 15. 
 
The pool play games will air on ESPN3, while the 
semifinals and championship game will air on 
ESPNU.  Live scoring is also available at americanle-
gion.sportngin.com/  or on the American Legion 
Baseball app. And follow on social media on Twitter 
(@LegionBaseball), Instagram (@TheAmericanLe-
gion) and Facebook (@OfficialAmericanLegion-
Baseball and @AmericanLegionWorldSeries) using 
the hashtag #ALWS22. 
 
 

mailto:controller@bordertowncasinorv.com
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
https://americanlegion.sportngin.com/
https://americanlegion.sportngin.com/
https://www.legion.org/mobileapps/baseball
https://www.legion.org/mobileapps/baseball

