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SAL membership surpasses
100 percent goal

The American Legion | July 11, 2022

The 105 percent membership target
date for the Sons of The American
Legion is coming up July 28. And
three weeks ahead of that date, 16
detachments had already achieved
the 105 percent membership goal.

As of July 4, the Detachment of Ha-
waii led the way by hitting 153.06
percent of membership. Other de-
tachments already at 105 percent
membership for the 2021-22 mem-
bership year are Puerto Rico, South
Dakota, District of Columbia,
Washington, Mexico, New Mexico,
North Dakota, Michigan, Delaware,

Oregon, Vermont, West Virginia,
Massachusetts, South Carolina, and
Iowa.

Thirty of 55 detachments had
reached 100 percent membership as
of July 4. And the SAL as a whole
has surpassed the membership goal
for the year, with 357,785 total
members — 100.3 percent of the
2021-22 goal.

2022 QUOTA

#SALSTRONG

1| Leadership through action, not through position #SALSTRONG

| Round-Up



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJB-KNOg0po&t=2s

A Publication of Sons of The American Legion

National Commander

Michael Fox (CA)

National Vice-Commander Central
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)

National Vice-Commander East
Richard “Dickie” Huntley (ME)
National Vice-Commander Midwest
Juan Torres (TX)

National Vice-Commander South
Jason Roberts (GA)

National Vice-Commander West
Jim Stewart (NV)

NVC Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Editor

Round-Up is published weekly and distributed each Sunday.
SUBMITTING ARTICLES: All submissions are to be made electroni-
cally to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com. If you need assistance, please send an

email to same.

All articles must be submitted by noon each Friday.

THE AMERICAN LEGION

MEDIA ALLI' NCE

SAL membership reports are available here

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

TARGEI DATE

July 28, 2022

==AMERICAN

LEGION

Our unified voice
Paul E. Dillard, National Commander | July 6, 2022

Dear Legionnaires,

There is strength in numbers and that includes
membership in this great organization of ours.
Membership strengthens our voice on Capitol Hill as
The American Legion’s legislative advocacy efforts is
to protect and enhance benefits for our veterans and
their families.

Our voice was heard last month with the Senate ap-
proving the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson
Honoring Our PACT Act — the most comprehensive
toxic exposure legislation ever to pass Congress.
And the president signed nine American Legion-
supported legislative bills into law last month that
expand veterans’ access to breast cancer screenings;
strengthen oversight by VA’s Office of Inspector
General to issue subpoenas in certain circum-
stances; and extend a program to compensate World
War II veterans exposed to radiation.

The impact the Legion Family has is multiplied when
our members can speak in a unified voice. This is
made possible through the Legislative Action Alerts,
which allows us to engage Congress with one voice
and one message. The American Legion’s Legisla-
tive Division uses VoterVoice as its grassroots advo-
cacy platform for connecting American Legion mem-
bers and advocates with their members of Congress.
VoterVoice allows The American Legion to contact
every member of Congress on large, national cam-
paigns as well as target specific members on key
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committees that pertain to The American Legion’s
legislative priorities.

It is The American Legion’s voice heard on Capitol
Hill that helps to pass bills that we support for our
veterans and their families. Let your voice be heard
on Capitol Hill by signing up for the Legion’s Legis-
lative Action Alerts here.

Legion leadership
through the decades

The American Legion | July 5, 2022

The Emil A. Blackmore Museum is pleased to an-
nounce the launch of a brand-new exhibit, American
Legion Past National Officers, featuring the first 50

years of national officers, as well as past national
commanders and honorary commanders, from

1919-1969.

Newly elected American Legion National Commander L. Eldon
James of Virginia, with Past National Commander Donald E.
Johnson, at the National Convention in Portland, Ore., on Aug.
26, 1965.

American Legion Archives

The national commander and five national vice com-
manders who lead The American Legion are elected
every year by the American Legion national conven-
tion. The other five national officers appointed an-
nually by the National Executive Committee include
the adjutant, treasurer, judge advocate, historian,
and chaplain. The national officers provide leader-
ship for the organization in support of Legion mem-
bers, American servicemembers and veterans. In
addition to historic photos, documents and artifacts
from the American Legion archives, visitors can
learn more about each national commander with
historical documents from their time in office.

The national officers from 1970-2019, and sergeant-
at-arms listings, will be forthcoming in future up-
dates. Other exhibits can be found at the Emil A.
Blackmore Museum online exhibit website.

Buddy Checks work

Daniel S. Wheeler, National Adjutant | July 6, 2022

American Legion Post 184 Commander Norman
Marlin was sitting in his office at the post home in
Wildwood, N.J., when department and national
leadership walked in the morning of June 8. They
were there to do a Buddy Check on him.

“We know you've been through some tough times,
we love you, we love what you’ve done for The Amer-
ican Legion here in New Jersey, Cape May County,
this post here for many, many years,” said Chuck
Robbins, a past Department of New Jersey com-
mander and National Executive Committeeman, to
Marlin. “We know you’re a valuable part of this
whole department and everything The American Le-
gion does for our community, our veterans, our pro-
grams. We just want to show you how much we care
about you and love you. We’re here for you.”

Marlin was diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer in
November 2021, and recently completed radiation
and chemotherapy.

“Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for coming. I ap-
preciate it. I appreciate it a lot,” said an emotional
Marlin. “You don’t know how much it touches my
heart.”

Those surrounding Marlin for the Buddy Check in-
cluded Robbins, immediate past Department Com-
mander Daniel Dunn, National Vice Commander
Cory Bates, Department Assistant Service Officer
Judith Morales, NECman Berley Hanna Jr., Alter-
nate NECman Eugene O’Grady, newly elected De-
partment Commander Steve Fisher, and Master-at-
Arms Randy Grizzard. Leadership was in town for
the Department of New Jersey’s convention at the
Wildwood Convention Center, located just a few
blocks from Post 184.

“You were one of the guys who got to mentor me and
show me some of the things, and that’s why I
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appreciate everything you’ve done, everything you
continue to do,” Dunn said to Marlin.

“In good times or bad times, you know that your
comrades are here for you,” Morales reminded Mar-
lin. He responded, “Absolutely.”

Accolades for his dedication to The American Legion
and Sons of The American Legion were given by oth-
ers, which left Marlin speechless and filled with
emotion. As his fellow Legionnaires left, Marlin re-
flected on the Buddy Check. “That was awesome. I
will be paying that forward too. It meant a whole lot
to me.” And for his fellow veterans to take the time
to check in on him “means something ... that will al-
ways mean something to me.”

At American Legion Post 1170 in Round Lake Park,
I1l., newly elected adjutant Gregory Corcoran has
been a Legionnaire for 15 years but previously was
not well enough to be actively involved with the post.
“When that changed, I got involved,” he said. “I
thought making Buddy Checks was the best way to
introduce myself to the membership, make sure my
members came through the pandemic in good
shape, and see if there was anything they needed.
Some of the conversations were short and sweet but
others lasted over a half-hour. It was awesome to
speak with these comrades, shoot the breeze or share
their struggles.

“That’s what we, who served, have always done.
Sometimes you just need to take a knee and
acknowledge the struggles. Bring it in, close ranks
and listen. Ithink that’s what some veterans miss ...
the willingness of a comrade to share the ups and
downs, the struggles, and the trials. It’s what con-
nects us, and, in these times, we need to stay con-
nected.”

Update department chairs
through PersonifyGo

The American Legion | July 6, 2022

American Legion National Headquarters has been
working hard to improve the reporting process by al-
lowing departments to update department commit-
tee chairs through PersonifyGo.

We encourage departments to keep information up-
dated and accurate for your records and to ensure
your committee chairs receive information related to
their areas.

Updating department chairs. Departments are
responsible for updating their own chairs in

PersonifyGo. Rather than fill out and submit a sep-
arate form, departments can now make changes and
updates as needed through PersonifyGo. This will
reduce the number of forms department staff must
submit to National Headquarters and reduce the po-
tential for mistakes.

To update your department committees:

e Use Committees search in PersonifyGo.

e Search for department chairs (example: CA de-
partment chairs).

e Select name of committee to proceed. The De-
partment Chairs Committee displays a listing of
past, current and future chair assignments.

e Add a new chair by clicking on New Committee
Member.

e Enter constituent (last name, first name) posi-
tion, end date (optional) and hit Save.

Both the department and national staff will receive
automatic notifications that a department officer or
department committee appointment has been
changed. When a member is marked deceased, all
committees/offices will be ended, and their depart-
ment will be alerted automatically.

For assistance with entering department chairs,
please contact Libby Vickers, technical trainer,
at lvickers@legion.org.

Department officer reporting. Departments
are to send their officer report as soon as possible af-
ter officer elections are held using the 2022 depart-
ment officer report. Please return the completed
form to library@legion.org as soon as possible after
your department conventions so we can ensure our
records are up to date.

In addition to submitting the officer report form,
please call the National Adjutant’s office immedi-
ately following your department convention and re-
port the name and member ID number for your de-
partment commander and National Executive Com-
mittee member.

MyLegion.org help resources. Adjutants and
commanders can access post and squadron mem-
bership information through www.mylegion.org.
This access is provided through your registered
MyLegion account.

Online help is located under Need Help? at the top
of MyLegion.org and includes step-by-step instruc-
tions, videos, and training presentations. You can
learn more about registering an account, managing
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membership, processing online membership, and
generating reports with the available resources.

National Headquarters is continually working to im-
prove the MyLegion user experience, tools, and re-
ports. In addition to online help, your MyLegion
Support Team is available Monday through Friday.

Call (833) 253-9995 or email mylegion@legion.org.

How to advertise on a billboard
The American Legion | July 6, 2022

There are many ways to advertise, but few offer a 24-
hour presence, targeted coverage, and bold, colorful
images to thousands of people every day — and at a
cost-per thousand exposure that is relatively low. In
some cases, it can be absolutely free. Outdoor adver-
tising companies seek to keep all their billboards
running with commercial, paid messages. The real-
ity, however, is that there usually will be boards
available where advertisers have dropped their con-
tracts for a variety of reasons, leaving outdoor signs
empty. Use your negotiating skills to ask the adver-
tising company to post your billboard message as a
public service announcement until it can obtain the
next corporate advertiser.

How to find a billboard

Billboards are most likely located throughout your

area, but finding one that is available might be

tricky.

e Browse outdoor billboard.com under the head-
ing “billboards for rent.”

e Search “outdoor advertising near me” on
Google and look for local companies.

e Drive around the area and note the billboards in
your market that offer potential for your mes-
sages. Visit those companies to discuss vacan-
cies and the possibility of public service assis-
tance to The American Legion.

As a nonprofit organization with a history of sup-
porting veterans, their families and the youth of
America, The American Legion qualifies as a 501c
(19) charitable entity. Many outdoor advertising
companies assist American Legion posts and depart-
ments with signage as a free public service on their
unsold boards for a month or more. Others, how-
ever, may have rigid policies that preclude public
service advertising. Every company and location is
different.

This is an excerpt from The American Legion’s Pub-
lic Relations Toolkit that can be downloaded
at www.legion.org/publications under the Media &

Communications tab. The toolkit features examples
of news releases, media advisories and public service
announcements, and information on networking,
social media, podcasts, internal/external media, in-
terviews and more.

988

sUI(IDE PREVENTION
HOTLINE

988 suicide crisis hotline
launches July 16

The American Legion | July 12, 2022

The Suicide Prevention Lifeline’s new three-digit di-
aling code will go live nationwide on July 16. People
experiencing a mental health crisis will be able to call
988 and connect to counselors with the National Su-
icide Prevention Lifeline network. Advocates believe
that designating a three-digit telephone number will
transform access to mental health care. The three-
digit number is easy to remember, which should
make it faster for Americans dealing with a mental
health crisis to receive life-saving support.

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline network
consists of more than 200 crisis centers nation-
wide. Veterans experiencing distress or a mental
health crisis will now be able connect to the Veterans
Crisis Line by dialing 988 then pressing 1. This will
provide veterans with fast and easy access to vet-
eran-specific mental health support.

According to the Department of Veterans Affairs
2021 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual
Report, nearly 46,000 Americans — including over
6,000 veterans — died by suicide in 2019. The
American Legion supported the legislation designat-
ing 988 as the universal telephone number of the na-
tional suicide prevention and mental health crisis
hotline system through Resolution No. 377: Support
for Veteran Quality of Life.

The current suicide prevention lifeline phone num-
ber (1-800-273-8255) will remain available after the
launch of 988.
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Gaming event to take place

during national convention
The American Legion | July 13, 2022

Since last December, The American Legion and Reg-
iment Gaming — the largest military gaming commu-
nity in the nation — have collaborated on multiple
online and in-person events. That relationship will
be back on display during the 2022 American Legion
National Convention in August. Regiment Gaming
will have a designated area set up with gaming sta-
tions in the Wisconsin Center. The exact location
and hours of operation will be provided once they’re
available.

Chris Earl, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and the
founder/CEO of Regiment Gaming, said he was con-
tacted by American Legion Membership Engage-
ment Coordinator Doug Chace about staging the
event in Milwaukee. Earl said setting up the stations
is an opportunity to “show Legionnaires the power
of video games. We're going to set up eight gaming
stations ... and it will be a combination of free play —
people come over, test out the games, have fun — and
we'll also have a 2v2 Call of Duty tournament.”
Gamers will be able to sign up for the tournament at
the venue. Check back for more specifics as the con-
vention draws closer.

“I think this is a great opportunity,” Earl said.
“There are millions of military gamers out there.
This should definitely drive some younger (veterans)
who attend the national convention.”

Last December, The American Legion and Regiment
Gaming hosted an online video gaming tourna-
ment between veterans and pro-gamers that was
viewed by more than 25,000 people. The following
February, the two entities again partnered, this time
bringing in Department of Minnesota Service Officer
Jeremy Wolfsteller for an online Department of Vet-
erans Affairs assistance workshop that provided in-
formation on various benefits available to veterans,

as well as how to get them or reapply if previously
denied.

Regiment and the Legion again collaborated last
May, this time for a Halo Local Area Network (LAN)
team tournament that included a Legion-funded
$10,000 prize purse.

“This is definitely going to be unique from events
we’ve done in the past,” Earl said. “Typically, the av-
erage age of our competitors is 23. I'm really, really
super excited.”

MEETINGS AND REPORTS
OF NATIONAL
COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES

50th Convention

Commemoration Committee
Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman

Advisory Committee
Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman

Americanism Commission
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman
Fourth Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central
5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific
Callin # (508) 924 3315
Access Code: NONE
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26

Conference Call Schedule:
August 25, 2022

Flying Flags for Heroes has been a huge success
and with the events at our spring NEC and Memo-
rial Day weekend we have surpassed our goal of
1,000,000 flags placed honoring our veterans! In
typical Son’s fashion we did not stop there, we are
quickly approaching 1.5 million flags placed and
hope to have that surpassed when we meet in Mil-
waukee in August just over one month from now.

The status of the Goals for this administrative year
are outlined below.

e Increase Squadron participation in American
Legion Baseball, Boy’s State, Oratorical and
Youth Law Cadet programs by 10%.
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o We have seen several increases in our
youth programs, most notably Boy’s
State and Oratorical, with American Le-
gion Baseball coming up we expect to
see it grow even further. The Commis-
sion has started to request participation
numbers from National and would also
like your help, if you helped in a youth
program and you know the participa-
tion for this year, please let us know.

e Increase Entries for Scrap and History books
by 25%.

o The commission members have been
reminding the regions about the Scrap
and History book contest that will be
judged at Nation Convention in Mil-
waukee on their regional calls.

Your Americanism Commission has been hard at
work spreading the word on the importance of sup-
porting our programs. Always remembering to
help educate individuals in citizenship, communi-
ties service, and making our country a better and
safer place to live. Our youth programs do just that
and that is why it is so important to get involved.

Leadership Through Action... Not Through
Position

Century Committee

(CENTCOM)
Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman

Child Welfare Foundation

Committee
Mark Nave (PA), Chairman
Third Wednesday of each month

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808 417
Online Meeting ID:
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo

1. WHOMADE B
A\ YOUELIGIBLE 44

GVRABEL

Children & Youth Committee
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman
Second Monday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZiMoeW5RTHg4dW94QTo9
Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607
Passcode: xZztq6

Watch the National Children & Youth
Academy promo video HERE

Subcommittee

on National Appointments
Ron Roberts, (MS), Chairman

Finance Commission
William G. Hill (MD), Chairman

*x
.

»
*

*
*

: § l-' www.flyingflagsforheroes.com

Tim Aboudara, Sr.,
National Service Project Coordinator

As of July 15, 2022

1,823,993

Flags have been placed and
reported to honor our veterans

Internal Affairs Commission
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman
Fourth Thursday of each month
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 313-6050
Access Code: 344590

Legislative Commission
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman
First Thursday of each month
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (267) 807-9601
Access Code 988 284 103#
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Member Training and

Development Committee
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman
First Monday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern
Callin # (605) 468-8772
Access Code: 625764 #

Membership Committee
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman
Third Tuesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (605) 472-5756
Access Code 7717294

2022 QUOTA

July 14, 2022

Congratulations and welcome to CLUB 100 NVC
Central Jeff Vrabel, Sr., and Regional Chairman Da-
vid Mennell! Four regions down, one to go!

How do we reach a goal of 105%? ONE member at a
time. Keep up the hard work, keep up the buddy
checks and KEEP THAT MEMBERSHIP COMING
IN!!

Reminder that as of today, we are 14 days away from
our last target date, your detachment delegate
strength for National Convention.

2022 SAL Membership Report as of: July 14, 2022

Needed to Meet

2022 Det. 2022 % of 2022
# |Detachment Year End 105% Target Actual Year End Renewal %
Goal 7i28/2022 Mbsp. Goal
1 HAWAI 49 -24 75 153.06% 100.00
2 |PUERTO RICO 88 -29 121 137.50% 100.00
3 |SOUTH DAKOTA 1,052 -241 1,346 127.95% 91.14
4 |DIST OF COL 92 -15 112 121.74% 89.89
5 WASHINGTON 2,086 -266 2,456 117.74% 90.40
6 |NEW MEXICO 1,261 -136 1,460 115.78% 85.83
7 :MEX\CO 26 -3 30 115.38% 68.00
8 [NORTH DAKOTA 916 -84 1,046 114.19% 99.66
9 MICHIGAN 21,985 -935 24,019 109.25% 91.59
10 |DELAWARE 2,229 -64 2,404 107.85% 92.10
11 |OREGON 1,317 -14 1,397 106.07% 84.90
12 |VERMONT 3,576 -22 3,777 105.62% 91.07
13 |MASSACHUSETTS 5,074 -31 5,359 105.62% 90.62
14 |SOUTH CAROLINA 1,382 -7 1.458 105.50% 86.85
15 |WEST VIRGINIA 2,183 -11 2,303 105.50% 86.98
16 [IOWA 4,571 -9 4,809 105.21% 95.09
17 |IDAHO 606 5 631 104 13% 85.69
18 |RHODE ISLAND 316 3 329 104.11% 80.97
19 |NEVADA 334 4 347 103.89% 86.96
20 ARIZONA 7,566 100 7.844 103.67% 83.16
21 NEW HAMPSHIRE 5,336 76 5,527 103.58% 88.15
22 MAINE 2,482 42 2,564 103.30% 90.66
23 WISCONSIN 3914 86 4,024 102.81% 90.71
24 NORTH CAROLINA 2,619 81 2,669 101.91% 81.80
25 GEORGIA 4,316 136 4,396 101.85% 84.03
26 COLORADO 2,632 89 2,675 101.63% 83.50
27 FLORIDA 20,745 710 21,072 101.58% 83.50
28 PHILIPPINES 66 2 67 101.52% 96.92
29 MARYLAND 15,533 580 15,730 101.27% 90.89
30 PENNSYLVANIA 58,902 2,365 59,482 100.98% 90.92
31 ALASKA 1.560 74 1.564 100.26% 78.15
32 ALABAMA 2,020 99 2,022 100.10% 81.57
33 CALIFORNIA 10,338 534 10,321 99.84% 83.99
34 MINNESOTA 11,091 575 11,071 99.82% 89.45
35 CONNECTICUT 1,820 100 1,811 99.51% 8457
36 VIRGINIA 4,023 222 4,002 99.48% 84.70
37 NEW YORK 29,246 1,647 29,081 99.37% 88.66
38 TEXAS 5,425 311 5,385 99.26% 80.97
39 TENNESSEE 1.681 100 1,665 99.05% 77.19
40 OHIO 29,946 1.796 29,647 99.00% 89.88
41 WYOMING 1,273 81 1,256 98.66% 77.97
42 [NEW JERSEY 9,211 618 9,054 98.30% 86.98
43 NEBRASKA 6,959 502 6,805 97.79% 91.90
44 MISSOURI 3.211 258 3,113 96.95% 84.08
45 INDIANA 36,657 3,180 35,310 96.33% 87.70
46 ILLINOIS 13,602 1,274 13,008 95.63% 87.61
47 |LOUISIANA 1,808 172 1,726 95.46% 85.06
48 OKLAHOMA 1,380 140 1,309 94.86% 78.31
49 KENTUCKY 2,648 284 2,496 94.26% 76.53
50 ARKANSAS 468 58 433 92.52% 75.27
51 MONTANA 1,160 152 1,066 91.90% 85.17
52 KANSAS 6,424 1,000 5,745 89.43% 81.45
53 :UTAH 492 81 436 88.62% 75.31
54 MISSISSIPPI 795 134 701 88.18% 60.29
55 FRANCE 233 92 153 65.67% 64.89
Grand Totals: I 356,725 15,872 I 358,689 I 100.55% 88.00

National Convention

Committee
Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman

awatry@mindspring.com

Meetings held as necessary
Call in # (857) 2320159
Access Code: 962347

x

50™ NATIONAL CONVENTION

MILWAUKEE

WISCONSIN

oy

AUGUST 26 - 28, 2022
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Public and Media

Communications Commission
Mark B. McCue (MA), Chairman
Fourth Monday of Each Month
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time

Sub-Committee

on Resolutions
Ned Fox (CA), Chairman

Veterans Affairs

& Rehabilitation Commission
Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman
Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686
Passcode: 243945

Veterans Employment

& Education Commission
Chuck Treat (AZ), Chairman
Third Wednesday of Each Month
6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (508) 924-3315
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26

August 25, 2022

JEFF URABEL, SR.

CENTRAL REGION
2021-2022

022 QUOT:

J0IN DONATE

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel /home

.

' BEZEONE

To ASK VETERANS IN YOUR LIFE HOW THEY ARE DOING.

TO LISTEN WHEN A VETERAN NEEDS TO TALK.

T0 REACH OUT WHEN A VETERAN IS STRUGGLING.

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL
Third Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
Call In # (425) 436-6280
Access Code 464549*

QUOTA! Congratulations to the Central

Region on reaching quota as of the July 12, 2022 na-
tional membership report. The actual number for
the region is 125,001 members paid for the 2022
membership year. The detachments of Michigan,
Iowa, and Wisconsin are at or above quota and
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another congratulations goes out to Sons of those
states.

Although we have collectively met our target, the
work for the 2022 membership year is far from over.
Between the detachments of Minnesota, Ohio, Mis-
souri, Indiana, and Illinois, there are still 2,386
members who are delinquent, and these detach-
ments are not quota yet.

I am very confident that these five detachments will
all hit quota before our national convention, and that
the leadership and membership teams is each de-
tachment will continue their hard work.

Although we have hit the target, the 105% Delegate
Target Strength Date is July 28, 2022. We are less
than five points away from that goal, and I am asking
all detachments to continue working on the 2022
membership program, while at the same time, kick-
ing-off the 2023 membership year.

Speaking of the 2023 membership year, my First
Annual Membership Independence Month is
off to a great start. Squadrons are quota, many have
reached ten percent, and others are well above the
goal of twenty-five percent. When the first member-
ship report for 2023 comes out, I think many will be
surprised on what a great start we have had.

Thank you to everyone who went out and worked
hard to get 2023 off on the right foot. Your efforts
are truly appreciated!

If there are twenty-five percent or higher, or any
quota squadrons for 2023 out there, please email me
the squadron name, number, location, percentage of
goal, and total paid so I can recognize them here.

As a reminder, in January we dedicated this year’s
Round-Up to the twenty-two veterans who commit
suicide each day. Our renewals not only honor the
veterans who made us eligible, we are honoring
those twenty-two who we lose every day. Please re-
new now, whether its for 2022 or 2023. Who’s
next?

Pl Dud\F'ussessm s of @ Pr IEE|ESS Heritage,

honor thE Veteran who made you eligible
dl]d get a jump on the new membership year
by renewing during the month of July

Please continue to remind squadrons of the im-
portance of submitting the mandatory Officer Certi-
fication Form, the Squadron Data Report, and the
Consolidated Squadron Report. As you will see, less
than 20% of our squadrons have submitted the CSR.
As an organization, we must do a much better job of
turning in this form.

We need every squadron in this organization to sub-
mit the form each year. It only takes a few minutes,
and helps The American Legion and the national
commander to make accurate reports to the United
States Congress.

Please do your part and make sure that these forms
are turned in on time every year.

As always, if there is anything I can do to help,
please let me do, and I will help how I can.

We are Sons of The American Legion.

‘We are #SALSTRONG!!!

® ® @ TEAM & @ &

VRBRABEL

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

Gentlemen,

Congratulations! We in the Central
Region have hit the 100% mark,
but we are still in 4th place. We
have 2 weeks left until the end date
for your Detachment Delegate
strength for National Convention
and the 105% mark.

Don't give up, keep marching on. Everyone can still
hit 100%. All the great work that you are doing
shows.

David Mennel,

Central Region
Membership Chairman
davidmennel@yahoo.com

_—
GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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2022 Central Region
Membership Report

2022 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 07/14/22
Needed
Region Goal Actual for Quota | Percent | Increase
Western 4 Q 24,414 25,138 (724)] 102.97% 32 [QUOTA
2|Eastern 6, 7,8 Q 136,233 137,666 (1,433)] 101.05% 145 |QUOTA
3|Southern 3,4, 5,6 Q 42,593 42,761 (168)] 100.39%| 15 |QUOTA
4|Central 4,6, 8 Q 124,977 125,001 (24)] 100.02% 21 |QUOTA
Midwest 3, 4 28,508 28,123 385 98.65%) 69
ITOTALS 356,725 358,689 (1,964)| 100.55% 250 | QUOTA
Membership ahead/behind prior year target date N/A
Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
Needed National
Detachment Goal Actual | for Quota | Percent | Increase Rank
1 Michigan 1,5,6,7,8 9 21,985 24,019 (2,034) 109.25% 10 9Q
2|lowa 1,2 3,4,56,78 9 4,571 4,809 (238)] 105.21%) 16jQ
3|Wisconsin 1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 3,914 4,024 (110)] 102.81% = 23|Q
4|Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 11,091 11,071 20 99.82% 4 34
5|Ohio 1,4,5,6,7 29,946 29,647 299 99.00%) 4 40|
6|Missouri 1,2, 3,4,5,6 3,211 3,113 98 96.95% 44
7|Indiana 1 36,657 35,310 1,347 96.33%) 3 45
Hlllinois 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6 13,602 13,008 594 95.63%) - 46
ITOTALS 124,977 125,001 (24)| 100.02% 21
Q = Quota

1 Met 09/22/21 goal of 10%
2 Met10/14/21 goal of 25%
3 Met 11/10/21 goal of 35%
4 Met 12/08/21 goal of 45%
5 Met 01/21/22 goal of 60%

6 Met 02/09/22 goal of 75% - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

7 Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%
8 Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%
9 Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

10 Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Consolidated Squadron Report
(CSR)

We have reports from 1,255 of our 5,900 Sons of The
American Legion squadrons that have submitted
their data for a completion rate of 21.3%.

Congratulations to the detachment of VT for ob-
taining 100% CSR reporting.

The final report for award consideration at conven-
tion will be run on Monday, July 18. Items sent
to MSSForms@legion.org are still being entered
first-in, first-out.

CPR and CSR data will continue to be received until
early September for inclusion in the Commanders
report to congress.

Attached are the CPR and CSR Summary that in-
clude the actual post and squadron data.

Thank you,
Needed Percent
Detachment Goal Actual for Quota | Percent | of Region KeVln Mook
lowa 4,571 4,809 (238)] 105.21% 3.85%)
\Wisconsin 3,914 4,024 (110)] 102.81% 3.22%)
Missouri 3,211 3,113 98| 96.95% 2.49% :
ToraLs ml B 250l Tz 105 95e% Regional Breakdown as of July 15, 2022
Central NVC Vrabel (OH) Eastern NVC Huntley (ME) |
White Division Detachment Sqdn | Submitted | CSR% Detachment Sqdn | Submitted | CSR%
Needed Percent OHIO 316 177 | 56.0%| [VERMONT 36 36
: Detachment Goal Actual for Quota | Percent | of Region NDIANA 204 129 23.9% DELAWARE 12 Tl 78.6%
Minnesota 11,001 11,071 20| 99.82% 8.86% ILLINOIS 277 87 31.4%] [DISTRICTOFCOL | 3 1 33.3%
Illinois 13,602 13,008 594 | 95.63%]  10.41% TOWA 150 1 273%| [connecTicuT =0 m 26.0%
HOIAS ZHED|_ ) G| Spikd|| ik MISSOURI 118 16 136% | |NEWHAMPSHIRE | 63 14 222%
WISCONSIN 116 13 112%| |MARYLAND 113 24 212%
Blue Division MICHIGAN 211 17 8.1% | [VAINE 72 14 19.4%
Needed Percent MINNESOTA 265 12 4.5% NEW YORK 580 106 18.3%
Detachment for Quota of Region Totals| 1747| 492 WEST VIRGINIA a8 8 167%
Michigan 21,985 24,019 (2,034) 109.25% 19.22% NEW JERSEY 213 3 155%
i L7 0, -
I°:'_° ;22‘;5 ;zig T ;ij 2222; i;;if Midwest NVC Torres (TX) FRANCE 15 2 13.3%
niana . : - - -2 Detachment Sqdn | Submitted| CSR%| [MASSACHUSETTS | 211 25 11.8%
TOTALS 88,588 | 88,976 (388)| 100.4a%| 71.18%
NEW MEXICO 33 15 455% | [PENNSYLVANIA 462 45 9.7%
SOUTH DAKOTA | 36 12 333%| |RHODE ISLAND 12 0 0.0%
. NEBRASKA 161 52 32.3% Totals| 1892 332
2022 Central Region o [ 8] [
TEXAS 253 42 16.6% ISouthern INVC Roberts (GA)
R 1 R NORTH DAKOTA | 43 7 16.3% | |Detachment Sqdn | Submitted| CSR%
enewa epOI't WYOMING 25 4 16.0% | [PUERTORICO 7 5 71.4%
KANSAS 125 17 136% | [TENNESSEE 47 17 36.2%
OKLAHOMA 9% B 8.3% | |GEORGIA 113 36 31.9%
07/15/22 COLORADO 58 4 6.9% | |[VIRGINIA 90 28 311%
7, / 5/ MONTANA 50 3 6.0% | |SOUTH CAROLINA [ 26 8 30.8%
o Totals| 777 158 LOUISIANA 79 19 241%
I Detachment | Renewal % NORTH CAROLINA | 72 17 236%
o IWestem NVC Stewart (NV) IALABAMA 68 10 14.7%
lowa 95.09% Detachment Sqdn | Submitted | CSR%| [MISSISSIPPI 43 6 14.0%
. o IDAHO 40 9 225%| |FLORIDA 188 24 12.8%
2 Mlchlgan 91.59% OREGON 41 9 220% | [ARKANSAS 29 2 6.9%
- - NEVADA 14 3 214%| |KENTUCKY 79 5 6.3%
3| Wisconsin 90.71% CALIFORNIA 210 38 18.1% Totals| 841 177 -
- ARIZONA 81 14 17.3%
4]Ohio 89.88% WASHINGTON 69 10 14.5% Comparison
- ALASKA 22 3 13.6% | [vear [Sadn][ Submitted | CSR%
5]Minnesota 89.45% UTAH 42 3 7% | |2022 [5e00| 1255
- N HAWAII 11 0 0.0%
6]Indiana 87.70% PHILIPPINES 5 0 0.0%
— Totals| 1666 283
7)lllinois 87.61%
A Missouri 84.08%
[vaTiONAL 88.00%
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2021-2022 Consolidated Squadron Report as
of July 15, 2022

No. of CSR

Detachment Squardon | submitted | CSR%
VERMONT 36 36

DELAWARE 14 11

PUERTO RICO 7 5

OHIO 316 177 56.0%
NEW MEXICO 33 15 45.5%
INDIANA 294 129 43.9%
TENNESSEE 47 17 36.2%
DISTRICT OF COL 3 1 33.3%
SOUTH DAKOTA 36 12 33.3%
NEBRASKA 161 52 32.3%
GEORGIA 113 36 31.9%
ILLINOIS 277 87 31.4%
VIRGINIA 90 28 31.1%
SOUTH CAROLINA 26 8 30.8%
IOWA 150 41 27.3%
CONNECTICUT 50 13 26.0%
LOUISIANA 79 19 24.1%
NORTH CAROLINA 72 17 23.6%
IDAHO 40 9 22.5%
NEW HAMPSHIRE 63 14 22.2%
OREGON 41 9 22.0%
NEVADA 14 3 21.4%
MARYLAND 113 24 21.2%
MEXICO 5 1 20.0%
MAINE 72 14 19.4%
NEW YORK 580 106 18.3%
CALIFORNIA 210 38 18.1%
ARIZONA 81 14 17.3%
WEST VIRGINIA 48 8 16.7%
TEXAS 253 42 16.6%
NORTH DAKOTA 43 7 16.3%
WYOMING 25 4 16.0%
NEW JERSEY 213 33 15.5%
ALABAMA 68 10 14.7%
WASHINGTON 69 10 14.5%
MISSISSIPPI 43 6 14.0%
ALASKA 22 3 13.6%
KANSAS 125 17 13.6%
MISSOURI 118 16 13.6%
FRANCE 15 2 13.3%
FLORIDA 188 24 12.8%
MASSACHUSETTS 211 25 11.8%
WISCONSIN 116 13 11.2%
PENNSYLVANIA 462 45

OKLAHOMA 96 8

MICHIGAN 211 17

UTAH 42 3

ARKANSAS 29 2

COLORADO 58 4

KENTUCKY 79 5

MONTANA 50 3

MINNESOTA 265 12

HAWAII 11 0

PHILIPPINES 5 0

RHODE ISLAND 12 0

Total 5900 1255 21.3%

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

DETACHMENT OF OHIO

THE GREAT FIRST DISTRICT <9

proudly presents
TEAM SO0LO
PRIZES TN S—— PRIZES
1#: $400.00 - o - - Closest fo the Pin
zsw00  SAL First DiStrict - towesru
3 $100.00 - Longest Drive
by Golf Outing
4-MAN SCRAMBLE SKINS GAME!
STEAK DINNER seapemm
& SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2022 per team
Registration Opens @ 8:00 am
DOOR PRIZES! Shotgun Start @ 9:00 am
PAR-3 POKER
PLEASE PAY PIKE RUN GOLF CLUB GAME
ADV 10807 Road H
'\l :R\\}:'\( - Oftawa, OH 45875 ag i
— (419) 538-7000 up front)

Eniry Fee: $220.00 per Team - Includes Greens Fees, (2) Carts, Dinner and Door Prizes

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TEAM REGISTRATIONS OR
HOLE SPONSORSHIPS, PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

EVAN MAHLMAN TOM HURST WAYNE LIENAU TOM “DUFFER™ ROSENBAUER
10-260 County Rood M 18707 County Rood O 128 Shatfer Bivd. 1087 N. Locust St.
Napoleon, OH 43545 Napoleon, OH 43545 Bryon, OH 43506 Oftawa, OH 45875

(419) 906-4199 (419) 5790242 (419) 2120078 (419) 302-9494

& mohiman?168gmai.com tmhurst@bright net whengy apoght net 10ufiS28vohoo com

TEAM INFORMATION - $220 HOLE SPONSOR INFORMATION - $50

TEAM NAME SPONSOR NAME
PHONE ADDRESS
CAPTAIN _ N CITY, STATE ZIP
PLAYER 2 PHONE
PLAYER 3 CONTACT
PLAYER 4 Make checks payable fo “SAL 1¢ DISTRICT — OHIO".
NOTE: AT LEAST 2 PLAYERS ON EACH TEAM Hole sponsorships due by Sunday, July 24, 2022.

MUST BE MEMBERS OF THE LEGION FAMILY! Team registration fees due by day of event.

TD RATHER LISTEN To You

FOR HOURS N THE PARRACKS

THAN NOUR FIFTEEN MINUTE
EULOGY. YOU DIDNT HAVE ...
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The Bristol Press

Sons of the American Legion
reelect Richard Kilby

DICKEY HUNTLEY

EASTERN REGION
2021-2022

,
THEl o o iy
#SALSTRONE

dickie huntley@hotmail.com Richard Kilby, state commander of the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL photo by Brian Avery
Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time

by Brian M. Johnson | July 12, 2022

Call In # (605) 313-4388 BRISTOL, CT — The Sons of the American Legion
Access Code 3468542 # reelect Richard Kilby of Bristol, as state com-
mander.
Eastern Region - Richard "Dickie” L. Huntley, Jr. (ME) He will be serving his fpurth consecutive term. In
the past year, the Legion has donated $1,000 to
Detachment Goal | Actual | % of Goal children and youth and $2,000 to the Veterans
DIST OF COL 92 12 121.74% Home. A record-breaking $2,500 was also do-
DELAWARE 2,229 2,404 107.85% nated to the parental care unit of the Children’s
VERMONT 3,576 3,777 105.62% Hospital in Hartford. They also approved
MASSACHUSETTS 5,074 5359 105.62% $.10,000 to Support VaI'iOllS. prograrps and ini_tia-
WEST VIRGINIA 2183 2303 105.50% tives for Sons of the American Legion organiza-
tions statewide.
RHODE ISLAND 316 329 104.11%
NEW HAMPSHIRE 5336 5,527 103.58% “It’s all about helping our future — the children
MAINE 2482 2,564 103.30% and youth, doing our best to increase member-
MARYLAND 15533 15,730 101.27% ship for qualifying individuals and to support and
PENNSYLVANIA 58,902 59482 100.98% help our veterans that have died, have scars, are
CONNECTICUT 1,820 1,811 99.51% badl}; injFlred. or aI’S going through emotional is-
NEW YORK 20248 29.061 99.37% flues, said Kilby. They all fought f(?’r our free-
om and now we must fight for them.
NEW JERSEY 9,211 9,054 98.30%
FRANCE 233 153 65.67% Kilby serves on the national level as well as locally
Totals: | 136,233 | 137,666 | 101.05% as a member of Forestville American Legion

Squadron 209. American Legion Post 209 Com-
mander Brian Avery described him as a “great as-
set to the post family.”

as of July 14, 2022
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“He brings a lot of knowledge and information to
the Post,” said Avery. “I am proud to call him a
friend and a family member to Post 209.”

Brian M. Johnson can be reached at (860) 973-1806 or
bjohnson@bristolpress.com.

SONS %

=AMERICAN

LEGION

JUAN TORRES

MIDWEST REGION
2021-2022

*x K K

juanrtorres1o@hotmail.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL
First Tuesday of Each Month
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time | 8:00 p.m. Central
9:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 313-5379
Access Code 830520

You are a true leader

Midwest Region - Juan R. Torres (TX)

when you help your Detachment | Goal | Actual | % of Goal
SOUTH DAKOTA 1,052 1,346 127.95%
team become NEW MEXICO 1,261 1,460 115.78%
MEXICO 26 30 115.38%
successful. Remember NORTH DAKOTA 916 1,046 114.19%
COLORADO 2,632 2,675 101.63%
Ieadership is not TEXAS 5,425 5,385 99.26%
WYOMING 1,273 1,256 98.66%
. NEBRASKA 6,959 6,805 97.79%
about you, it's all ’
OKLAHOMA 1,380 1,309 94.86%
bout th i MONTANA 1,160 1,066 91.90%
anou € peopie you KANSAS 6,424 5,745 89.43%
Totals: | 28,508 | 28,123 98.65%
serve.
as of July 15, 2022
Leadership First
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JASON ROBERTS
SOUTHERN REGION

JIM STEWART
WESTERN REGION

roberts.jason215@gmail.com

controller@bordertowncasinorv.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL
Second Tuesday of Each Month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (701) 802-5001
Access Code 4720682

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL
Fourth Wednesday of Each Month
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time
hetps://zoom.us/j/965623038872pwd=SjZ]ek04MH]p
NjdibWptUTUOUGptZz09

Southern Region - Jason S. Roberts (GA) Meetggsslclzélzésgﬁi? 7
Detachment Goal Actual | % of Goal
PUERTO RICO 88 121 137.50% Western Region - L. Jim Stewart (NV)
SOUTH CAROLINA 1,382 1,458  105.50% —— Goal | Actial |'%of Goal
NORTH CAROLINA 2,619 2669 101.91% TAWAD 29 75 153.06%
GEORGIA 4,316 4396  101.85% WASHINGTON 2,086 2456 117.74%
FLORIDA 20745 21,072 101.58% OREGON 1317 1397  106.07%
ALABAMA 2,020 2,022 100.10% — - Ei AR
VIRGINIA 4,023 4,002  99.48% " 334 347 103.89%
TENNESSEE 1681 1,665  99.05% B _— 7566 7844  103.67%
LOUISIANA 1,808 1,726  95.46% e — 66 67 101.52%
KENTUCKY 2,648 2,496  94.26% S 1560 1564  100.26%
ARKANSAS 468 433 92.52% CALIFORNIA 10,338 10,321  99.84%
MISSISSIPPI 795 701 88.18% TEES 462 436 88.62%

Totals: 42,593 | 42,761 | 100.39% Totals: 24,414 | 25138 | 102.97%

as of July 15, 2022
fJuly 15 as of July 15, 2022
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gratitude.

Ohio Department %

of Veterans Services findit here:

July 13, 2022
Contact: Ali Yogmour, Event Coordinator
(614) 752-8941
ali.yogmour@dvs.ohio.gov

Registration for
Ohio Women Veterans
Conference Closes This Weekend

Columbus, OH — The Ohio Women Veterans Con-
ference, scheduled to take place Saturday, August 6,
on the campus of The Ohio State University, is ac-
cepting registrations through Sunday, July 17.

This means former service members who would like
to attend this all-day event and network with fellow
women veterans have less than a week to be part of
this year's conference.

This one-of-a-kind event once again will feature an
expansive resource fair along with many other famil-
iar sessions and activities. Last held in 2019 at the
Ohio Union, the conference will return to that out-
standing venue and feature a comprehensive format.

Organizers currently are putting the finishing
touches on this highly anticipated event — one of the
largest of its kind in the country — to assemble re-
sources, speakers, workshops, avenues to key infor-
mation, and networking opportunities. Already in
the works is the resource fair (now at full capacity),
allowing veterans service organizations, government
agencies, VA program representatives, employers,
financial services, volunteer services, and other ven-
dors to directly connect with women veterans.

The conference will feature several special guests
and two keynote speakers during the luncheon: Fe-
male Engagement Team Members Kimberly D.
Snow and Desiree L. Layne. Both are active-duty
service members. Ohio Department of Veterans Ser-
vices Director Deborah Ashenhurst also will offer re-
marks and engage the attendees. Kimberly D.
Frisco, a 2020 inductee of the Ohio Veterans Hall of
Fame and currently the Executive Director of the
Montgomery County Veterans Service Office, will
serve as emcee.

Additionally, there will be breakout sessions explor-
ing many different aspects of Health & Wellness and
Education & Employment, including a representa-
tive from Intel.

Along with the breakout sessions, conference at-
tendees can take in displays that honor women of
service and the approximately 67,000 women veter-
ans in Ohio. Organizers also plan to include a wom-
en's history exhibit featuring a film that looks back
at the exploits of "The Six Triple Eight" Central
Postal Directory Battalion, a famous all-women
Army unit of the WWII era.

The conference also will include a space for Health,
Empowerment, Restoration, and Relaxation; and
multiple networking opportunities.
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To register, or for more information on the 2022
Ohio Women Veterans Conference, check for up-
dates at www.OhioVets.gov.
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Stay Connected
with Ohio Department of Veterans Services
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“But if a thing is
humanly possible,

consider it to be
within your reach.”

MARCUS AURELIUS

Sports

Legion Baseball alumni
at MLB All-Star Game

The American Legion | July 11, 2022

The National League’s fan-elected starter at desig-
nated hitter, the NL’s “legacy selection,” one of the
American League’s starting pitchers, and managers
for both teams for the July 19 Major League Baseball
All-Star Game are alumni of American Legion Base-
ball.

Full rosters for MLB’s 92nd All-Star Game were
completed July 10 with the announcement of pitch-
ers and reserves for the game, which will take place
at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles.

Justin Verlander (Post 201/Powhatan, Va.) of the
Houston Astros earned his ninth All-Star selection
and first since 2019. After missing the entire 2021
season following Tommy John surgery, Verlander
leads the American League with 11 wins (tied with
the Dodgers’ Tony Gonsolin for the major league
lead entering Sunday).

He'll be joined in L.A. by Houston manager Dusty
Baker (Post 412/Fair Oaks, Calif.), who is managing
the American League All-Star team after leading the
Astros to last season’s AL pennant.

Atlanta Braves manager Brian Snitker speaks to the media
during Braves Spring Training in Lake Buena Vista, Florida on
February 21, 2018. Snitker played American Legion baseball
as a youth in Decatur, Illinois.

Jacob Langston for The American Legion
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Guiding the other dugout will be Atlanta manager
Brian Snitker (Post 105/Decatur, I1l.), who led the
Braves to last year’s World Series title.

Snitker may be able to call on Albert Pujols (Post
340/Independence, Mo.) for an at-bat or two on July
19. Pujols, of the St. Louis Cardinals, was selected to
his 11th All-Star Game, his first since 2015, as a “leg-
acy selection” along with Detroit’s Miguel Cabrera.
Puyjols is playing his final season before retirement.
He is fifth all-time in home runs with 683, and is
1oth all-time with 3,326 hits.

Not at Snitker’s disposal due to a broken thumb will
be Philadelphia Phillies designated hitter Bryce Har-
per (Las Vegas). Harper was still elected the starting
DH for the National League by the fans, his seventh
selection to the All-Star Game.

American Legion Baseball en-
Jjoys a reputation as one of the
most successful and tradition-
rich amateur athletic leagues.
Today, the program registers
more than 5,400 teams in all 50
states, including Canada and

Puerto Rico. Learn more

Tickets on sale for
95th American Legion
World Series

The American Legion | July 11, 2022

General admission tickets for the 95th American Le-
gion World Series are available for purchase online.
General admission tickets are $35 and are good for
the entire tournament, scheduled Aug. 11-16 at Vet-
erans Field at Keeter Stadium in Shelby, N.C., the
permanent home of the American Legion World Se-
ries. Click here to purchase tickets.

‘ poto by Brittany Randolph/The Star

Day pass tickets will also be available for sale at the
stadium. Adult day pass tickets will be $10; student

day pass tickets will be $5. Day pass tickets will be
good only for games that day.

Meanwhile, in tribute to the medical community’s
work during the pandemic, all medical personnel
will receive free admission during the entire ALWS.
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Johnson to race in Canad

Jor first time in career
Bruce Martin | July 13, 2022

Jimmie Johnson’s reputation as a champion helped
make him one of the biggest names in North Ameri-
can racing, and a driver with international acclaim.

During his outstanding career in NASCAR, when he
won a record-tying seven NASCAR Cup Series cham-
pionships, race fans in Canada were following along
on Canadian television.

This weekend, Canadian race fans will get to see him
compete in their homeland.

Johnson will race in Canada for the first time in his
career in Sunday’s Honda Indy Toronto. He will hit
the streets in the No. 48 Carvana/American Legion
Honda for Chip Ganassi Racing and is coming off the
best road course finish in his career. Johnson
started 27th and finished 16th in the Honda Indy
200 at Mid-Ohio on July 3.
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It's 85 laps on the 11-turn, 1.786-mile temporary
street course at Toronto’s Exhibition Place.

“I've never raced in Canada, and I'm really looking
forward to that,” Johnson said. “It’s been so widely
loved by everybody in the INDYCAR SERIES, so I'm
excited to get there and experience it myself. I was
so disappointed last year we couldn’t go because of
COVID.

“I've only been to Canada a few times in my life to go
fishing in British Columbia. I would fish anything
that I could from abalone to clams to salmon. My
grandparents would go up there and fish all the time
and I would go visit them in the summer. Now, I'm
very excited to return and get to sit behind the wheel
of a race car.”

Johnson is one of the greatest stock car drivers in
history. In 2020, he concluded a NASCAR career
that included seven NASCAR Cup Series champion-
ships and 84 victories, including four wins in the
Brickyard 400 and two in the Daytona 500.

He made the bold move to switch to the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES and join Chip Ganassi Racing in
2021 in the No. 48 Carvana/American Legion
Honda.

The streets of Toronto is the last track on the NTT
INDYCAR SERIES schedule that Johnson will race
on for the first time in his career. The Honda Indy
Toronto was not held in 2020, Johnson’s final year
in NASCAR, and 2021 because of COVID.

To prepare for the track, Johnson has immersed
himself in videos from past races and talking to his
teammates. He will use the Honda Performance De-
velopment simulator in Brownsburg, Ind., the week
before heading to the race.

It will also be the biggest city that Johnson has ever
raced in. Toronto is the fourth largest city in North
America behind, in order, Mexico City, New York
and Los Angeles.

“I know how highly regarded that event is and how
positive everybody talks about the experience and
how wonderful the city is,” Johnson said. “I was su-
per bummed we didn’t get to go last year and excited
we are going back so I can experience it. It has great
restaurants. Ilove that. Let’s eat.”

In his two years since joining INDYCAR, Johnson
has feasted on the experience. This past May, he
won the 2022 Indy 500 Rookie of the Year Award for

his outstanding performance throughout the month
of May leading into the 106th Indianapolis 500.

Although he had difficulty in the race and crashed
into the Turn 2 wall with five laps remaining and fin-
ished 28th, Johnson was among the fastest drivers
every day in practice and made the Fast 12 that de-
termined the first four rows of the Indianapolis 500
starting grid.

In the Fast 12 practice session on the final day of
qualifications, Johnson was third with a four-lap av-
erage of 233.261 mph in the No. 48 Carvana/Ameri-
can Legion Honda.

During his final qualification attempt, Johnson bob-
bled entering the first turn at IMS on his first lap but
was able to regain control of the car and completed
a four-lap average of 231.264 miles per hour.

Not bad for a 46-year-old rookie.

After competing on the streets of Detroit and beau-
tiful Road America in June, the NTT INDYCAR SE-
RIES opened July at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course, home of the Honda Indy 200.

A one-week break followed and now it’s on to the
streets of Toronto, where Johnson gets to achieve
another “first” in his career.

“There are so many great things about INDYCAR, I
think these markets are unique and amazing, espe-
cially city street racing and putting it into major ar-
eas in North America,” Johnson said. “I love the di-
versity of the tracks and I love the diversity of our fan
base.

“It really is a change of pace from my NASCAR days
and one that I'm embracing and really like.”

Sunday’s Honda Indy Toronto takes the green flag at
3:30 p.m. Eastern Time, but it is important to note
that Sunday’s race will be streamed live on Peacock
Premium beginning at 3 p.m. ET. It will not be avail-
able on NBC or USA Network but will be streamed
with limited commercial interruption on Peacock
Premium.
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Hooray! It’sa celebration of America! Can you find our country in
the puzzle? USA appears UP, DOWN, BACKWARDS, and DIAGONALLY.
Find and circle each USA. We found it over 100 times!

Mahoning Valley Squadron 15 (OH) members participated in
the Ohio District 6 Little League 8-9-10 Baseball Tournament
this month. Pictured are Manager Jeff Vrabel, Sr., Center
Fielder Phillip Vrabel, Assistant Coach/Equipment Manager
Kenneth Vrabel, and Coach Jimmy Sielschott.
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One reason people resist
change is because they
focus on what they have to
give up, instead of what
they have to gain.
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