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Gentlemen, 
 
Today is Super Bowl Sunday.  Many of us will be 
watching the game a Post and enjoying a great 
game and a great Post, Unit, or Squadron event.  
Let’s take some time to make sure that all Sons in 
attendance have a 2020 membership card.  I would 
hate to see that member have to leave due to an ex-
pired membership card.  If there are still some 2019 
cards, please ask that member to pay now.  We 
don’t want to see anyone lose their benefits or be 
asked to leave due dues not being paid. 
 
The Time is NOW to make the big push as we 
draw closer to the end of our membership year.  
Although it is only the beginning of February, June 
30 will be here before we know what happened.  
For as hard as our region works, we should be 
WELL past 100% by then.  Are you up for the chal-
lenge? 
 
When you look at our RENEWAL numbers, you 
will find that the Central Region is in first place na-
tionally, with 84,012 members renewed for 63.97%.  
We are 1.22% ahead of the Midwest Region.  We 
should all be very proud of this accomplishment but 
must realize that we still have a long way to go with 
our renewals.  Let’s shoot for 75% renewals by 
March 1.  Can we do it? Absolutely!  Is it important 
to the organization? Definitely! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We all know how great we are at recruiting new 
members.  Some Squadrons have doubled their 
membership through recruitment and should be 
congratulated.  We really need to focus on our RE-
NEWALS, since it is past December 31 and those 
non-renewed members may have lost their benefits, 
rights, and are no longer in good standing.  Who’s 
next? 
 

Our next Central Region 
Challenge Date is 90% on 
March 1, 2020.  I know we 
have Detachments that will 
meet this goal, as well as De-

tachments that will surpass this goal.  I guess the 
race is now on to see who will become the first Cen-
tral Region Detachment to hit 100%.  We have 
some that are getting close, and I know that the 
90% Challenge Date will be reached.  Who wants it? 
 
We have Detachments that are already close to that 
number, and I truly thank everyone for their hard 
work!   
 

And please don’t forget our 
next National Target 
Date of 75% on Febru-
ary 12, 2020. 
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Today is also Groundhog 
Day, and by now we if the 
world-famous weather 
prognosticator saw his 
shadow or not.  We know 
what lies ahead and know 
what to expect.  This too is 
the case in Sons of The 
American Legion.  In the 

movie, Groundhog Day things kept repeating over 
and over.  The same thing day after day.  Nothing 
changed, except that Phil Connors (Bill Murray) 
knows what is going to happen, and get’s better at 
things during his stay in Punxsutawney, PA. 
 
What can we do as Sons to make our organization 
better?  Can we predict what is going to happen?  
Are WE doing the same thing day after day?  Let’s 
share ideas so we can ALL make our organization 
better than it was the day before.  Let’s ALL make 
our membership program successful.  And let’s ALL 
make sure we don’t step in the pothole and ruin our 
day. 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
 
As of January 30, 2020, the Central Region 
has a total of 95,538 members paid.  Let’s 
see if we can reach 100,000 first.  Don’t set-
tle for it. 
 
Congratulations the Detachments of Wisconsin 
(87.473%), Iowa (82.560%), and Ohio (77.490%) 
for surpassing the February 12 Target Date of 75%.  
AWESOME!  Who’s next? 
 
I also want to congratulate the Detachment of Wis-
consin for meeting the Central Region Challenge of 
85% by February 1, 2020.  Keep it up Wisconsin!  
Who thinks they can beat the Badgers? 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to contact either 
Doc Pfeiffer or me if you need help with anything. 
 
Please remember that I always welcome accept in-
formation for publication in this newsletter.  Let’s 
blow our own horn and show the nation what the 
Central Region is doing, and how successful we are.  
If you send in pictures, please identify everyone and 

let me know what the event is and where it took 
place. 
 
Thanks for your support of this publication! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 

 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
Sons of The American Legion 
National Membership Committee 
Central Region Chairman 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
 

#SALSTRONG 

 
 

 
 

NATIONAL TARGET DATE 

February 12, 2020 

75% 
 

 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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Detachment Membership Standings 
as of January 30, 2020 

 

DET GOAL ACTUAL % 

WI* 3,744 3,275 87.473% 

IA* 4,375 3,612 82.560% 

OH* 31,133 24,125 77.490% 

IN 39,364 28,379 72.094% 

MN 11,748 8,350 71.076% 

IL 14,546 10,192 70.067% 

MI 24,083 15,463 64.207% 

MO 3,705 2,142 57.814% 

TOTALS 132,698 95,538 71.997% 
*  = Met February 12 Target of 75% 

 
National Membership Standings 

as of January 30, 2020 
 

REGION GOAL ACTUAL % 

Southern 42,763 31,639 73.987% 

Central 132,698 95,538 71.997% 

Midwest 30,366 21,992 72.423% 

Western 26,395 18,325 69.426% 

Eastern 146,273 96,227 65.786% 

TOTALS 378,495 263,7212 69.676% 
*  = Met February 12 Target of 75% 

 
14,270 ahead of this date last year 

 

REMINDER 
If you know who your Detachment Commander will be 
for the 2020-2021 year, please send that information 
to National Vice-Commander Doc Pfeiffer and Central 
Region Membership Chairman Jeff Vrabel, Sr. so he 
can be included on Central Region conference calls and 
can get an idea what to expect when he is commander. 

 
 

 
 

Detachment Renewal Rates 
as of January 30, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

WI 3,945 2,874 72.85% 

OH 30,456 21,529 70.69% 

IA 4,452 3,141 70.55% 

MN 11,565 7,671 66.33% 

IL 14,431 9,484 65.72% 

IN 38,876 24,964 64.21% 

MI 24,126 12,561 52.06% 

MO 3,485 1,788 51.31% 

TOTALS 131,336 84,012 63.97% 
 

 
National Renewal Rates 
as of January 30, 2020 

 

DET 2019 RENEWED % 

Central 131,317 84,012 63.97% 

Midwest 29,920 18,778 62.75% 

Southern 42,858 26,351 61.46% 

Eastern 144,840 84,854 58.57% 

Western 26,524 15,126 57.01% 

TOTALS 375,459 164,454 43.80% 

 
 
 

2019 – 2020 
Central Region 

Membership Challenge 
from Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 

DECEMBER 31  60%  ✓ 
FEBRUARY 1  85%  ✓ 
MARCH 1   90% 
APRIL 1   95% 
MAY 1    100% 
JUNE 30   110% 
 

Who’s next? 
 
 
 

mailto:docsal423@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
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Detachment Features 
 

Wisconsin January 26 edition ✓ 
Illinois  February 2 edition ✓ 
Missouri February 9 edition 
Iowa  February 16 edition 
Michigan February 23 edition 
Indiana March 1 edition 
Ohio  March 8 edition 
Minnesota March 15 edition 

 

 

 
 

National Commander Bolt’s 
2019-2020 Goals 

 
Please remember as you travel and promote the 
Sons of The American Legion and National Com-
mander Clint Bolt’s goals for Membership and all 
Legion Charities. 
 

 RECRUIT, RETAIN, AND REINSTATE 
to reach 400,000 members 

 Renewal rate above 95% 
 Obtain 105% in membership by National Con-

vention in Louisville, KY 
 Recognize our achievements 
 Child Welfare Foundation $500,000 
 National Emergency Fund $100,000 
 Soldiers Wish   $100,000 
 Legacy Scholarship  $100,000 
 Veterans & Children’s Fund $100,000 
 Operation Comfort Warriors $100,000 

 
 

 
 

 

 
If you are interested or would like to help in your 

Detachment, please contact me and I can send 
them out right away.  I appreciate your help with 

this fundraiser.  Thanks! 
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American Legion recognizes 
February as 

Americanism Month 
The American Legion 

JAN 28, 2020 
 
The American Legion has recognized the 
month of February as Americanism Month 
since 1960 when Resolution No. 163 was 
passed during the National Convention in Mi-
ami Beach, Fla. 
 
“We established observance of an Americanism 
Month that calls upon each of us to pause and 
reflect on what it means to be an American, 
and to rededicate ourselves to taking action 
that will uphold a 100 percent Americanism,” 
said Richard Anderson, chairman of The Amer-
ican Legion's Americanism Commission. “In 
1981, then-National Commander Michael 
Kogutek said, ‘There is no organization whose 
name is more closely linked in the minds of cit-
izens with genuine Americanism than is The 
American Legion." 
 
The Preamble to The American Legion Consti-
tution states, “To foster and perpetuate a 100 
percent Americanism.” Therefore, Anderson 
encourages the Legion Family "to reflect on 
what it means to be an American and our re-
sponsibility for fostering Americanism. Ameri-
canism should cultivate youth development, 
educational development, citizenship, commu-
nity service, religious emphasis, and pride in 
our nation and the great symbol of our nation, 
Old Glory.” 

A few of the many American Legion programs 
that fall under the Americanism pillar include 
Legion Baseball, Oratorical Contest, Boys State 
and Nation, Junior Shooting Sports, Scouting 
and flag education. 
 
“Through our community involvement we can 
foster a culture of growth for serving our na-
tion’s veterans and their families, for nurturing 
children and youth everywhere, for our organi-
zation and its programs, and for Americanism,” 
Anderson said. 
 
Please share on www.legiontown.org how your 
post, unit or squadron promotes or supports 
Americanism Month. 
 
Reprinted from 
https://www.legion.org/youthprograms/248190/american-legion-
recognizes-february-americanism-month 

 

 
 

 
Important Links 

 
National Membership Report 

 
National Membership Target Dates 

 
2019-2020 Individual Recruitment Award form 

Please note and share that we can no longer accept forms 
that are not for the 2019 – 2020 membership year. 

 
Blue Brigade Award 

 
Blue Brigade Fifth Consecutive Year Award 

 
MySAL 

 
Snapshots of Service Photo Contest Form 

 
Vice-Commander Pfeiffer 

 
5 Star Program of Service 

 
The Ten Ideals 

 
The American Legion Basic Training Course 

 
2019-2020 CWF Per Capita Banner form 

 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/90ACY0618-Action-Programs-of-Americanism.pdf
http://www.legiontown.org/
https://www.legion.org/youthprograms/248190/american-legion-recognizes-february-americanism-month
https://www.legion.org/youthprograms/248190/american-legion-recognizes-february-americanism-month
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/2019-2020%20SAL%20Target%20Dates.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/2020%20SAL%20IRA%20Award%20Pin%20Form.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/2020%20SAL%20Blue%20Brigade%20Award%20Form.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/Blue%20Brigade%205th%20Consecutive%20Year%202020.pdf
https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?wam=MYSINTRO&webrtn=WR_SalIntro&ml=LANSA:XHTML&part=TAL&lang=ENG
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/snapshot_1.pdf
mailto:docsal423@gmail.com
http://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/sons_fivestar.pdf
http://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/sons_tenideals.pdf
https://www.legion.org/alei
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/Banner_Order_Form_2020.pdf
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