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Mackenzie Wolf | June 16, 2022 
 
The U.S. Senate made history June 16, ensuring 
millions of veterans exposed to noxious fumes 
emanating from burn pits will have access to De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) care and ben-
efits.  The bill was approved by an 84-14 vote. 
 
The Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Hon-
oring Our PACT Act (PACT Act) addresses the 
full spectrum of issues affecting toxic-exposed 
veterans’ access to VA benefits and care, while 
also reforming VA’s presumptive decision-mak-
ing process. 
 
The sweeping legislation provides a comprehen-
sive framework to improve the presumptive 
process for burn pit veterans by streamlining ac-
cess to health-care benefits for those who served 
in areas of known toxic exposure — regardless of 
disability status — and provides health care for 
as many as 3.5 million veterans exposed to air-
borne hazards and burn pits. 
 
American Legion National Commander Paul E. 
Dillard hailed the Senate and the 117th Congress 
for passing the PACT Act, calling the legislation 
a “historic bipartisan achievement.”  
 
“Today, the U.S. Senate has saved lives and truly 
delivered for veterans,” Dillard said.  “By pass-
ing the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson 
Honoring Our PACT Act, the 117th Congress has 
put substance behind the phrase, ‘Thank you for 
your service.’ 

 
“The American Legion is grateful for the service 
of millions of veterans who were exposed to 
burn pits, atomic radiation, Agent Orange, and 
other environmental poisons.  Thanks to the 
U.S. Congress, these men and women will be 
able to receive the care and benefits they have 
earned.  The PACT Act is an historic bipartisan 
achievement.  The American Legion thanks not 
only those who voted for this legislation but the 
thousands of Legionnaires and advocates who 
worked to make this happen.  We look forward 
to President Biden signing the Honoring Our 
PACT Act into law.” 
 
Toxic smoke and fumes from burn pits in Iraq 
and Afghanistan included medical and human 
waste, jet fuel, chemicals, metal, munitions and 
unexploded ordnance, petroleum and lubricant 
products, plastics, Styrofoam and more. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Mackenzie%20Wolf&p=mwolf&s=legion.org&subject=Senate%20passes%20historic%20burn%20pit%20legislation%20&url=https://www.legion.org/veteranshealthcare/256041/senate-passes-historic-burn-pit-legislation
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cally to jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com.  If you need assistance, please send an 
email to same. 
 
All articles must be submitted by noon each Friday. 

 

 

 

SAL membership reports are available here 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Our legacy of 

legislative achievements 
June 15, 2022 

 
Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 
 
Throughout America’s history, veterans and their 
families have sacrificed more than most others could 
imagine. 
 
We honor and remember the fallen, not just on a 
Monday in May, but every day throughout the year.  
And for those who returned home carrying the 
wounds of war, The American Legion is there for 
you. 
 
In fact, our organization was created as a way to en-
sure World War I veterans would receive proper care 
after their service ended.  We fought for the passage 
of the original GI Bill of Rights that gave veterans of 
World War II and future generations a new path 
once they returned home. 
 
Earlier this month, The American Legion wit-
nessed nine new legislative achievements signed 
into law by the president. Among the bills were those 
that expand veterans’ access to breast cancer screen-
ings; strengthen oversight by VA’s Office of Inspec-
tor General to issue subpoenas in certain circum-
stances; and extending a program to compensate 
WWII veterans exposed to radiation. 
 
These legislative accomplishments would not be 
possible without the support, influence, and advo-
cacy of American Legion members throughout the 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://www.legion.org/legislative/255991/new-laws-improve-health-care-veterans
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land.  That is among the reasons why Congress lis-
tens when the nation’s largest veterans service or-
ganization speaks. 
 
There are two ways you can help The American Le-
gion continue its legacy of legislative achievements: 
 
1. If you have let your membership slide, renew or 

join today.  Every member is critical to our suc-
cess on behalf of our brothers and sisters who 
served. 

2. Sign up to receive our action alerts.  These easy-
to-fill-out forms allow you to contact your mem-
bers of Congress directly and convey your sup-
port for important legislation. 

 
Your support truly demonstrates what The Ameri-
can Legion means by … 
 
Veterans Strengthening America. 
 
Paul E. Dillard, National Commander 
The American Legion 

 

 
 

50th Convention 
Commemoration Committee 

Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman 

 

Advisory Committee 
Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman 

 

Americanism Commission 
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central 

5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific 
Call in # (508) 924 3315 

Access Code: NONE 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 

 
Conference Call Schedule: 

 
June 23, 2022 

July 28, 2022 | August 25, 2022 

 
 
 
 

 

Century Committee 
(CENTCOM) 

Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman 

 

Child Welfare Foundation 
Committee 

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of each month 

 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808 417 
Online Meeting ID: 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo 
 

SAL leads CWF donations 
in 2021-22 

The American Legion | June 14, 2022 

 
The American Legion Child Wel-
fare Foundation (CWF) ended its 
2021-22 program year with over 
$569,000 in donations.  Of those 
donations, more than $349,789 
came from the Sons of The Amer-
ican Legion – the single largest 
contributor to CWF, donating $9 
million since 1988.  Another 
$170,856 was donated between 

The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, 
and 8 & 40.  
 
All numbers are subject to final audit.  
 
The Child Welfare Foundation provides grants to 
nonprofits that contribute to the physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual welfare of children and 
youth through programs, research, and resources.  
One hundred percent of all money raised for the 
CWF is used exclusively for grants.  Visit the Ameri-
can Legion Child Welfare Foundation website to 
learn more about the program, how to apply for a 
grant, and how to donate.  
 
CWF grant applications for 2023 are currently being 
accepted.  Applications must be received at Ameri-
can Legion National Headquarters no later than July 
15. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legion.org/join
http://www.legion.org/join
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Register
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
http://www.cwf-inc.org/
http://www.cwf-inc.org/
http://www.cwf-inc.org/
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Children & Youth Committee 
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman 

Second Monday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09 

Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607 
Passcode: xZztq6 

 
Watch the National Children & Youth 

Academy promo video HERE 

 

Committee on Committees 
Ron Roberts, (MS), Chairman 

 

Finance Commission 
William G. Hill (MD), Chairman 

 

 
Tim Aboudara, Sr., 

National Service Project Coordinator 
 

As of June 18, 2022 

1,339,395 

 Flags have been placed and 
reported to honor our veterans 

 

Internal Affairs Commission 
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of each month 
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-6050 

Access Code: 344590 

 

Legislative Commission 
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman 

First Thursday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (267) 807-9601 

Access Code 988 284 103# 

 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zs_-XXBbac
http://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com
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Member Training and 
Development Committee 
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman 

First Monday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern 

Call in # (605) 468-8772 
Access Code: 625764# 

 

Membership Committee 
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman 

Third Tuesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (605) 472-5756 

Access Code 7717294 
  

Welcome To the 100% club NVC Dickie Huntley, Re-
gional Membership Chairman Ernie LaBerge, and 
the Beast from the East. 
 
Nationally, we are at 99.41% and #SALSTRONG!  I 
have no doubt that we will walk in to Milwaukee with 
our heads held high, as proud possessors of a price-
less heritage and at 100%. 
 

 

 

National Convention 
Committee 

Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman 
awatry@mindspring.com 

Meetings held as necessary 
Call in # (857) 2320159 

Access Code: 962347 

 

Public and Media 
Communications Commission 

Mark B. McCue (MA), Chairman 

Fourth Monday of Each Month 
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

 

Sub-Committee 
on Resolutions 

Ned Fox (CA), Chairman 

 

Veterans Affairs 

& Rehabilitation Commission 

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman 
Fourth Monday of each month 

7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686 
Passcode: 243945 

 

Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Chuck Treat (AZ), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (508) 924-3315 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 
 

July 17, 2022 | August 25, 2022 

 
 

 

mailto:awatry@mindspring.com
https://mercycare-org.zoom.us/j/84516680686?pwd=N0hKWjloR3RKbUl0bkVvRlVGVmxzZz09
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
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JOIN DONATE 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Third Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
 

As I sat down to write this article, I was looking 

through my calendar verifying my schedule for the 
week.  I knew that I would be of on Monday in cele-
bration of Juneteenth.  It got me wondering who ac-
tually knows what this holiday is, why we celebrate 
it, and how important it is. 
 

I thought that there may be some of my readers who 
knew about it, but never really looked into it or even 
knew what it was. 
 
I did a little digging and found that the information 
from The History Channel to be the best.  I hope eve-
ryone takes a few minutes to read the information 
and that a better understanding of not only the holi-
day, buy the reason for the holiday, is better under-
stood.  Enjoy! 
 

What Is Juneteenth? 
Elizabeth Nix 

Updated June 17, 2021 | Original June 19, 2015 
 

 
Bettmann Archive/Getty Images 

 
Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the 
day when federal troops arrived in Galves-
ton, Texas in 1865 to take control of the state and en-
sure that all enslaved people be freed. The troops’ ar-
rival came a full two and a half years after the signing 
of the Emancipation Proclamation. Juneteenth hon-
ors the end to slavery in the United States and is con-
sidered the longest-running African American holi-
day.  On June 17, 2021, it officially became a federal 
holiday.  
 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee had surrendered 
at Appomattox Court House two months earlier in 
Virginia, but slavery had remained relatively unaf-
fected in Texas—until U.S. General Gordon Granger 
stood on Texas soil and read General Orders No. 3: 
“The people of Texas are informed that, in accord-
ance with a proclamation from the Executive of the 
United States, all slaves are free.” 
 

Black History Documentaries on HISTORY Vault 

 

https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
https://www.history.com/author/elizabeth-nix
https://www.history.com/topics/1900-galveston-hurricane
https://www.history.com/topics/1900-galveston-hurricane
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/texas
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/robert-e-lee
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/appomattox-court-house
https://watch.historyvault.com/topics/black-history
https://watch.historyvault.com/
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The Emancipation Proclamation issued by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, had es-
tablished that all enslaved people in Confederate 
states in rebellion against the Union “shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free.”  
 
But in reality, the Emancipation Proclamation didn’t 
instantly free any enslaved people.  The proclama-
tion only applied to places under Confederate con-
trol and not to slave-holding border states or rebel 
areas already under Union control.  However, as 
Northern troops advanced into the Confederate 
South, many enslaved people fled behind Union 
lines. 
 

 
Illustrated print by Thomas Nast depicting life before and after 
emancipation. 

Keith Lance/Getty Images 

 
Juneteenth and Slavery in Texas.  In Texas, 
slavery had continued as the state experienced no 
large-scale fighting or significant presence of Union 
troops.  Many enslavers from outside the Lone Star 
State had moved there, as they viewed it as a safe ha-
ven for slavery. 
 
After the war came to a close in the spring of 1865, 
General Granger’s arrival in Galveston that June sig-
naled freedom for Texas’s 250,000 enslaved people.  
Although emancipation didn’t happen overnight for 
everyone—in some cases, enslavers withheld the 

information until after harvest season—celebrations 
broke out among newly freed Black people, and 
Juneteenth was born.  That December, slavery in 
America was formally abolished with the adoption of 
the 13th Amendment. 
 
Does an Exception Clause in the 13th Amendment 
Still Permit Slavery? 
 
The year following 1865, freed men in Texas orga-
nized the first of what became the annual celebration 
of "Jubilee Day" on June 19.  In the ensuing decades, 
Juneteenth commemorations featured music, bar-
becues, prayer services and other activities, and as 
Black people migrated from Texas to other parts of 
the country the Juneteenth tradition spread.  
In 1979, Texas became the first state to make 
Juneteenth an official holiday; several others fol-
lowed suit over the years. In June 2021, Congress 
passed a resolution establishing Juneteenth as a na-
tional holiday; President Biden signed it into law on 
June 17, 2021.  
 

Emancipation Proclamation: How Lincoln Could 
Abolish Slavery 

 
JUNETEENTH 

 
FACT CHECK: We strive for accuracy and fair-
ness.  But if you see something that doesn't look 
right, click here to contact us! HISTORY reviews 
and updates its content regularly to ensure it is 
complete and accurate. 
 

Congratulations to National Vice-Commander 

Dickie Huntley, Region Membership Chairman Er-
nie LaBerge, and the entire Eastern Region for 
reaching quota.  Well done men! 
 
Friday’s membership report for the Central Region 
looks very promising.  We are only 2,368 away from 
quota, finishing the week with 123,880 members 
paid.  The Detachment of Missouri needs only 132 
members to reach quota, and the Detachment of In-
diana needs 1,566 to hit 100%.  Illinois, Minnesota, 
Ohio are all within a few hundred members needed 
for quota. 
 
Gentlemen, we are so close!  Including today there 
are twelve days left in June.  When you look at the 
numbers, we need to collect 197.33 member per day 
to hit 100%. 
 
I want to challenge the entire region to reach quota 
by the end of the month.  Are you up to the 

https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/abraham-lincoln
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/confederate-states-of-america
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/confederate-states-of-america
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/thirteenth-amendment
https://www.history.com/news/13th-amendment-slavery-loophole-jim-crow-prisons
https://www.history.com/news/13th-amendment-slavery-loophole-jim-crow-prisons
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/texas-bill-makes-juneteenth-an-official-state-holiday
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/gilder-lehrman-the-emancipation-proclamation-video
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/gilder-lehrman-the-emancipation-proclamation-video
https://www.history.com/tag/juneteenth
mailto:support@history.zendesk.com?subject=Fact%20Check%20-%20What%20Is%20Juneteenth?&body=%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%0AReferring%20URL%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth%0A%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%E2%80%94%0A
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challenge?  We have three detachments that have 
reached quota.  Who’s next? 
 

Membership Independence Month is also 

only twelve days away, and Sons throughout the or-
ganization will begin collecting dues for the 2023 
membership year.  The push is on.  We want to get 
as many members as we can to renew in the month 
of July to show their Membership Independ-
ence.  We honor the veteran who made us eligible 
every day through our membership in Sons of The 
American Legion.  Let’s renew early as a new way to 
honor them.  I will be renewed on July 1.  Will you 
be? 
 

 
 
Since today is Father’s Day, why not gift a member-
ship to a member who is a father?  You can pay his 
dues, getting him renewed early, and it will make 
you feel great about the gift. 
 
Let’s all get out there and support Membership In-
dependence Day this July by renewing as mem-
bers as we can for the 2023 membership year.  
Thank you for your support of this new initiative. 
 

 
 

 As always, if there is anything I can do to help, 

please let me do, and I will help how I can. 
 

We are Sons of The American Legion.  

 

We are #SALSTRONG!!! 

 

 
 

 
Gentlemen,  
 

 We cannot stress enough about 
having our Squadrons do a Buddy 
Check.  That personal contact 
means a lot to our members.  They 
may have forgotten or have fallen 
on hard times and maybe we can 
help.  The reminder of why they be-
came a member of The Sons of The 

American Legion and A Proud Possessor of a Price-
less Heritage is always a great incentive.  Also do not 
forget about submitting your member's names for 
the many recognition awards that they are eligible 
for and deserving. 
 
Keep up all the great work that you do. 
 
David Mennel, 
Central Region 
Membership Chairman 
davidmennel@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:davidmennel@yahoo.com
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2022 Central Region 
Membership Report 

 

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Western 4  Q 24,414       24,687       (273)           101.12% 73               QUOTA

2 Eastern 6, 7, 8  Q 136,233     136,309     (76)             100.06% 571             QUOTA

3 Central 4, 6, 8 124,977     123,880     1,097         99.12% 363             

4 Southern 3, 4, 5, 6 42,593       42,111       482            98.87% 83               

5 Midwest 3, 4 28,508       27,643       865            96.97% 64               

TOTALS 356,725    354,630    2,368        99.41% 1,081         

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Michigan 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 21,985       23,792       (1,807)        108.22% 101             9 Q

2 Iowa 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 4,571         4,774         (203)           104.44% 96               12 Q

3 Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 3,914         3,977         (63)             101.61% -                  21 Q

4 Ohio 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 29,946       29,372       574            98.08% 52               34

5 Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 11,091       10,790       301            97.29% 3                 38

6 Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 3,211         3,079         132            95.89% 99               43

7 Indiana 1 36,657       35,091       1,566         95.73% 12               44

8 Illinois 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 13,602       13,005       597            95.61% -                  45

TOTALS 124,977    123,880    1,097        99.12% 363            

Q  = Quota

1  Met 09/22/21 goal of 10% 6  Met 02/09/22 goal of 75%  - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

2  Met10/14/21  goal of 25% 7  Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3  Met 11/10/21 goal of 35% 8  Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4  Met 12/08/21 goal of 45% 9  Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5  Met 01/21/22 goal of 60% 10  Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Red Division

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Iowa 4,571         4,774         (203)           104.44% 3.85%

Wisconsin 3,914         3,977         (63)             101.61% 3.21%

Missouri 3,211         3,076         135            95.80% 2.48%

TOTALS 11,696      11,827      (131)          101.12% 9.55%

White Division

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Minnesota 11,091       10,790       301            97.29% 8.71%

Illinois 13,602       13,005       597            95.61% 10.50%

TOTALS 24,693      23,795      898            96.36% 19.21%

Blue Division

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Michigan 21,985       23,792       (1,807)        108.22% 19.21%

Ohio 29,946       29,372       574            98.08% 23.71%

Indiana 36,657       35,091       1,566         95.73% 28.33%

TOTALS 88,588      88,255      333            99.62% 71.24%

2022 NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT 06/16/22

Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
National

Rank

 
 

2022 Central Region 
Renewal Report 

 

06/16/22

Detachment Renewal %

1 Iowa 94.43%

2 Michigan 90.91%

3 Wisconsin 89.87%

4 Ohio 89.10%

5 Illinois 87.58%

6 Minnesota 87.55%

7 Indiana 87.28%

8 Missouri 83.14%

NATIONAL 87.16%  
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dickie_huntley@hotmail.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Fourth Tuesday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (605) 313-4388 
Access Code 3468542# 

 
 

 
as of June 16, 2022 

 
 
 
 

mailto:dickie_huntley@hotmail.com
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juanrtorres10@hotmail.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

First Tuesday of Each Month 
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time | 8:00 p.m. Central 

9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-5379 

Access Code 830520 

 
 
Midwest Fox Squad, 
  
Another region has joined the ranks with the West as 
a 100% region.  Congrats to NVC Huntley and the 
East on a great accomplishment. 
 
With that being said, we only moved 0.23% from the 
last report, with just 63 members coming in.  We are 
835 members short of hitting 100%.  We currently 
sit in last place as a region at 96.97%, which is 2% 
behind the Southern Region.  The Central is less 
than 1% from hitting 100%, and nationally, we sit at 
99.41%. 
 
It would be great if we could help all the other re-
gions and not only hit 100% nationally, but hit 100% 
regionally.  All it would take is for each we have five 
detachments in the 90 percentile that can achieve 
100% with some work.  
  
 
 

Colorado needs 37 
Texas needs 109 
Nebraska needs 226 
Wyoming needs 42 
Oklahoma needs 82 
Montana needs 96 
Kansas needs 798 
 
Members needing to be asked 1390. 
 
All we need is 835 to get to 100%.  I know we can do 
it if we put the work in. 
 

 
as of June 16, 2022 

 
 

 

mailto:juanrtorres10@hotmail.com
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roberts.jason215@gmail.com

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Second Tuesday of Each Month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (701) 802-5001 
Access Code 4720682 

 

 
as of June 16, 2022 

 
 

 

 
controller@bordertowncasinorv.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Fourth Wednesday of Each Month 
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJp
NjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09 
Meeting ID: 965 6230 3887 

Passcode: 795541 

 

 
as of June 16, 2022 

 
 
 

mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
mailto:controller@bordertowncasinorv.com
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
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10 things you didn't know 
about the Army 

JUN 13, 2022 

 
June 14 is the birthday of the U.S. Army.  According 
to the U.S. Army Center of Military History’s website 
– at www.history.army.mil – it was on June 14, 1775, 
that “the Continental Congress authorized enlist-
ment of expert riflemen to serve the United Colonies 
for one year.” 
 

 
Soldiers at Fort Riley, Kan., represent various periods in the 
Army's history during a ceremony commemorating the Army's 
birthday in 2017.  (U.S. Army photo) 

 
The site also includes information about the specific 
birthdays of the Army's basic and special branches.  
Those are interesting factoids in themselves, but 

here are some other things you might not know 
about the institution. 
 
1. Before World War II, 45th Infantry Division 

members wore a swastika patch on their left 
shoulder in honor of Native Americans.  It was 
changed to a thunderbird in the 1930s. (via USO) 

2. The Army was tasked with mapping America, in-
cluding the Lewis & Clark expedition.  Army of-
ficers were some of the first American citizens to 
see Pikes Peak and the Grand Canyon.  (via USO) 

3. The Army was the last service branch to adopt an 
official song.  On Veterans Day 1956, “The Army 
Goes Rolling Along” was so declared.  (via USO) 

4. Twenty-four U.S. presidents served in the Army, 
including in state militias that supported it dur-
ing the American Revolution and the Civil War.  
(via Mental Floss) 

5. And two of them are connected: in the famous 
painting “Washington Crossing the Delaware” by 
Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze, the man holding the 
flag alongside future president George Washing-
ton is future president James Monroe.  (via Men-
tal Floss) 

6. There are Army astronauts, who wear astronaut 
wings.  One is retired Col. Douglas Wheelock, 
who logged 178 days in space after serving as the 
first active-duty soldier to command the Interna-
tional Space Station.  (via Mental Floss) 

7. If the Army was a city, it would be the 10th-larg-
est in the United States.  (via We Are the Mighty) 

8. And it owns so much land that if it was a state, it 
would be larger than Hawaii and Massachusetts 
combined.  (via We Are the Mighty) 

9. In 2011, each soldier required 22 gallons of fuel 
per day on average; a soldier during World War 
II only required 1 gallon of fuel per day on aver-
age.  (via Fact Retriever) 

10. The oldest active-duty infantry unit is the fa-
mous 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, also known as 
"The Old Guard." Stood up in 1784, the 3rd is an 
official ceremonial unit and escort to the presi-
dent of the United States, and is also in charge of 
the "Changing of the Guard Ceremony" at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  The Old Guard 
received The American Legion’s Distinguished 
Service Medal in 2016.  (via Fact Retriever) 

 
 

 

http://www.history.army.mil/
http://www.legion.org/distinguishedservicemedal
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System Worth Saving visits to 

resume with stop at Columbia VA 
Medical Center 

The American Legion | June 9, 2022 
 
After a hiatus created by the pandemic, The Ameri-
can Legion is resuming its System Worth Saving 
(SWS) program. 
 
American Legion representatives, VA staff and oth-
ers will conduct the first site visit since 2019.  It is 
scheduled for July 11 in Columbia, S.C.  That evening 
a town hall will be held for any veteran who would 
like to discuss VA health care at the Columbia VA 
medical center.  The town hall will begin at 7 p.m. 
and the location is still being finalized.  (To receive 
updates on the location for the town hall, please fill 
out this form.  We will notify you of the location and 
any other pertinent information related to the SWS 
visit.) 
 
Additionally, veterans looking for help with their VA 
health-care benefits can receive assistance during 
the town hall meeting. 
 
Following the SWS in South Carolina, The American 
Legion is planning to conduct others this year in 
Puerto Rico, Sacramento, Calif., and the Bronx, N.Y. 
The SWS visits began almost 20 years ago. 
 
In 2003, The American Legion System Worth Saving 
task force initiated a series of visits to VA facilities 
throughout the nation.  During each visit, task force 
members investigate use of resources; note suc-
cesses, challenges, and limitations; and deliver after-
action reports of their findings to Congress, VA offi-
cials and the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/systemworthsaving/notification
https://www.legion.org/systemworthsaving/notification
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