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SAL National Commander Michael Fox participates in an induc-
tion ceremony for former Saturday Night Live cast member Joe 
Piscopo in Woodstock, Ill., on May 14, 2022.  

 

In his father’s name: 
SNL alum Joe Piscopo joins 

Sons of The American Legion 
Andy Proffet | MAY 15, 2022 

 
At the height of the Vietnam War, Joe Piscopo and 
his father had a life-changing conversation. 
 
“I was the worst student ever in high school.  I got 
kicked out so many times.  But my father was great, 
he got me through.  Then he wanted me to go to col-
lege,” Piscopo recalled. 
 
Piscopo wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps and 
join the military. 
 
“He says, ‘You’re going to go to Vietnam, and I know 
you, you’re not going to go to officer training school, 
they’re going to put you right on the front line,’” 
Piscopo said.  But the elder Piscopo, a veteran of the 
U.S. Army Air Corps in World War II, had seen the 
horrors of war and didn’t want his son to serve. 

So, Joe Piscopo went back to Jones College in Jack-
sonville, Fla., where he studied television and radio.  
He went on to star on “Saturday Night Live” from 
1980-84, appear in movies including “Johnny Dan-
gerously,” “Wise Guys,” and “Dead Heat,” and host 
his own talk radio show on weekday mornings on 
AM 970 in New York City. 
 
And on May 14 in Woodstock, Ill., Piscopo, who said 
he “always, always” regretted not serving in the mil-
itary, honored his late father’s service by joining the 
Sons of The American Legion squadron at Post 491 
in nearby McHenry. 
 
His induction into the SAL took place at the gazebo 
in Woodstock’s town square where scenes from the 
1993 film “Groundhog Day” were shot.  Piscopo and 
former “American Idol” contestant Haley Reinhart 
performed later in the day at the Woodstock Opera 
House in a fundraiser for Post 491. 
 
The fundraiser came about through the efforts of 
Post 491 Legionnaire Mike Kerry, who works for 
Piscopo’s booking agent.  Once Post 491 members 
realized Piscopo’s eligibility to join the SAL, the idea 
of an induction ceremony in connection with the 
show came about. 
 
“We’re very honored, he’s very excited to be a mem-
ber of the squadron and be part of the Legion Family, 
so it’s going to be a real positive,” said Squadron 491 
Commander Russ Hyatt.  “… We hope this will bring 
some energy to the Legion Family.” 
 
SAL National Commander Michael Fox, Detach-
ment of Illinois Commander Jeff Trout, and other of-
ficials participated in the induction ceremony. 
 
Fox said coming to Woodstock was “a privilege…in 
itself.” 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Andy%20Proffet&p=aproffet&s=legion.org&subject=In%20his%20father%E2%80%99s%20name:%20SNL%20alum%20Joe%20Piscopo%20joins%20Sons%20of%20The%20American%20Legion&url=https://www.legion.org/sons/255790/his-father%E2%80%99s-name-snl-alum-joe-piscopo-joins-sons-american-legion
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SAL membership reports are available here 
 

 

 
 

“And then to have someone like Joe Piscopo that’s 
just so engaged with the veterans, to be on our side 
in fighting the good fight to protect our veterans and 
their kids, to want to become a member is huge.  And 
using the things that he does with his shows to help 
promote The American Legion Family is going to be 
so beneficial, not only to the millions of members 
that are in the American Legion Family but those av-
erage citizens to help spread the word.  It’s amazing 
to be asked to be part of this endeavor,” Fox said. 
 
Piscopo also was happy to make the trip to small-
town America. 
 
“This is America.  Not what you see that’s out there.  
Not the lectures that we get out of Washington,” he 
said.  “We are one nation under God, this is the 
greatest country on planet Earth, they’re not going 
to take us down.  They don’t understand this.  I don’t 
think that they come to great places like Woodstock, 
Ill., and understand the strength and the goodness 
of the American people.  That’s who we are, on God’s 
green Earth, and I’m so proud to be here.” 
 
Before reflecting on his new membership, Piscopo 
made a quick call to his mom to let her know he was 
now officially a Son of The American Legion. 
 
“I’m here in the name of my father, and certainly my 
mother,” he said.  “… (And) in the name of my father, 
Captain Joseph P. Piscopo, who couldn’t speak Eng-
lish when he first went to school, and his parents, my 
grandparents, who came from Italy to experience 
one of the greatest things a human being can experi-
ence on Earth, and that is to become an American.” 
And Piscopo had one more thing to share about his 
father, who passed away in 2002. 
 
“He was supposed to be a major, he got commis-
sioned, but he called himself a captain, (I asked) can 
we put ‘major’ on his gravestone?  So, we did, it says 
Major Joseph P. Piscopo. 
 
“I got Pop the upgrade.” 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
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‘A Republic, if you can keep it’ 

MAY 18, 2022 
 
Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 
 
If you ever want to feel reassured about the future of 
our country, I highly recommend volunteering for an 
American Legion youth program. 
 
The alumni list of our programs reads like a “who’s 
who” of people shaping America.  It includes a for-
mer president, at least two vice presidents, senators, 
governors, supreme court justices, professional ath-
letes, entertainment icons, military leaders, and cor-
porate CEOs. 
 
After exiting the Constitutional Convention, Benja-
min Franklin famously replied to a curious onlooker 
that the delegates drafted, “A Republic, if you can 
keep it!” 
 
If you worry about our nation’s future, I recommend 
you watch the final round of The American Legion 
High School Oratorical Scholarship Program that 
occurred in Indianapolis April 24. 
 
Emma Noble, a junior from Alabama School of Fine 
Arts in Birmingham, placed first and earned a 
$25,000 college scholarship.  High school sen-
iors Ashley Tuell and Jackson Boone finished sec-
ond and third respectively. All have extensive 
knowledge of the Constitution, outstanding commu-
nication skills and extremely bright futures. 
 
We also see thousands of other bright lights excel in 
Boys & Girls State, Junior Shooting Sports, 

American Legion Baseball, Junior ROTC, and Le-
gion-sponsored Scout troops. 
 
Nearly every time I walk the halls of Congress or tour 
a military installation, one or more impressive lead-
ers will mention to me about their experience as a 
participant in one of our great programs. 
 
This is no coincidence.  The young men and women 
who participate in our programs are the best that 
America offers.  On top of proven skill, they have ex-
hibited values such as patriotism, good citizenship, 
and a solid work ethic. 
 
Every mainstream newscast seems to focus on the 
many problems and challenges that our nation faces.  
Fair enough, but this is also a nation that endured 
the Civil War, Jim Crow, a Great Depression, two 
world wars, terrorism, and massive natural disas-
ters.  Yet we continue to recover and prosper. 
 
So, in response to Mr. Franklin, I believe we will 
keep this Republic, and that Emma, Ashley, Jackson, 
and thousands of American Legion youth alumni 
will be a major reason why. 
 
For God and Country, 

 
Paul E. Dillard, National Commander 
The American Legion 

 
 

 
 

https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/dPy2SdhBukc
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/dPy2SdhBukc
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/dPy2SdhBukc
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/dPy2SdhBukc
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/Pg35Lp2TqXg
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/O3QvucYxhYI
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/videos/PLD1D27913E787209F/N2k9M2rSL7o
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American Legion calls PACT Act 
agreement ‘historically impactful’ 

for generations of vets 
The American Legion | MAY 18, 2022 

 
The head of the nation’s largest veterans organiza-
tion is calling the bipartisan agreement by Senate 
leaders to assist veterans who have been exposed to 
environmental toxins “historically impactful.” 
 
“The work is still not yet complete, but the agree-
ment between Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
Chairman Jon Tester, D-Mont., and ranking mem-
ber Jerry Moran, R-Kan., is proof that Democrats 
and Republicans can achieve great things for veter-
ans when they work to put country ahead of parti-
sanship,” American Legion National Commander 
Paul E. Dillard said.  “The Honoring Our PACT Act 
would deliver needed benefits for up to 3.5 million 
veterans who were exposed to the poisons of war due 
to the prevalence of burn pits, radiation, contami-
nated water, Agent Orange and other toxicants dur-
ing deployments and military assignments.  The 
House of Representatives deserves great credit for 
passing this legislation, and I am confident that with 
the continued support of The American Legion, the 
Senate will now follow suit.  This is an historic op-
portunity for the 117th Congress to pass the most 
meaningful veterans legislation in a generation.  I 
am asking all Americans to tell their senators to vote 
for the Honoring Our PACT Act.” 
Contact your senators directly through The Ameri-
can Legion’s Legislative Action Center here and ask 
them to support the PACT Act.  

 
 

 

Our most sacred day 
May 25, 2022 

 
Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 
 
Memorial Day, once again, is upon us. 
 
As veterans and servicemembers we understand the 
true meaning of the holiday, which too often gets 
blurred with media touting mattress sales and other 
trivial pursuits.  Instead, the holiday represents a sa-
cred day when we pause to remember our fallen 
brothers and sisters. 
 
Throughout our nation, American Legion Family 
members will take time to honor our comrades.  Le-
gionnaires will lead community-wide commemora-
tion events (available resources include a suggested 
speech and ad, both available here). Sons of The 
American Legion squadrons will place flags at the 
resting places of veterans.  And the American Legion 
Auxiliary will share the inspiring message of Poppy 
Day, which is Friday.  (Learn how you can get in-
volved.) 
 
These are among the ways we honor our pledge to 
remember the sacrifices of veterans.  I hope you will 
take time to honor at least one veteran on Memorial 
Day.  That could mean placing a flag or wreath at a 
gravesite.  It could be participating in a remem-
brance event at your post, in your community or 
elsewhere.  Or it could represent a solemn moment 
of reflection. 
 
(Let us know how you, your post or other group hon-
ored veterans on Memorial Day.  Share your story 
with us.) 
 
Regardless of how you honor the fallen this week-
end, I thank you. 
 
As the nation’s largest and most influential veterans 
service organization, The American Legion is the 
country’s leader in educating the public about Me-
morial Day, what service and sacrifice mean, and the 
role we play in communities. 
 
Your support for this sacred day and value truly 
demonstrates how The American Legion is…Veter-
ans Strengthening America. 
 
Paul E. Dillard, National Commander 
The American Legion 
 
 
 

https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Campaigns/87481/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/Campaigns/87481/Respond
https://www.legion.org/honor/255795/memorial-day-speech-ad-available%C2%A0
https://www.legion.org/poppyday
https://www.legion.org/poppyday
http://www.legiontown.org/
http://www.legiontown.org/
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50th Convention 
Commemoration Committee 

Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman 

 

Advisory Committee 
Joe Mayne (MN), Chairman 

 

Americanism Commission 
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central 

5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific 
Call in # (508) 924 3315 

Access Code: NONE 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 

 
Conference Call Schedule: 

 
May 27, 2022 | June 23, 2022 

July 28, 2022 | August 25, 2022 

 

Century Committee 
(CENTCOM) 

Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman 

 

Child Welfare Foundation 
Committee 

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of each month 

 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808 417 
Online Meeting ID: 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo 

 
 

 
 

 

Children & Youth Committee 
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman 

Second Monday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09 

Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607 
Passcode: xZztq6 

 
Watch the National Children & Youth 

Academy promo video HERE 
 

April is Children and Youth Month 

 

Committee on Committees 
Ron Roberts, (MS), Chairman 

 

Finance Commission 
William G. Hill (MD), Chairman 

 

 
Tim Aboudara, Sr., 

National Service Project Coordinator 
 

As of Saturday, 214,598 flags 
have been placed and reported  

to honor our veterans 
 

Big Push for Flying Flags For Heroes 
May 22, 2022 

 
TO: All Legion Family Members 
RE: Flying Flags For Heroes 
 
Today starts Memorial Day week, where American 
Legion Family members all over the U.S. will be 
placing American flags on the graves of our veterans.  
Many S.A.L. members, Auxiliary members, Legion 
members, and AL Riders will be assisting with flag 
placements at local cemeteries, national veteran 
cemeteries, city halls, parks, and other places that 
memorialize our veterans. 
 
As you know, California's SAL member and National 
Commander of the Sons of The American Legion, 
Michael Fox, called for 1 million flags to be placed on 
veterans’ graves during his year as National 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zs_-XXBbac
http://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com


7 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position        #SALSTRONG | Round-Up 

Commander.  To help, the Flying Flags For Heroes 
project was born.  
 

So if any of you, your friends, 
coworkers, and members of 
other organizations place flags 
in the next 9 days, please go to 
flyingflagsforheroes.com and 

register the TOTAL number of flags that were placed 
by you and others. Take a few pictures on your 
smartphone and upload those pictures too.  
 
We know, we can surpass the 1 million mark in the 
next 9 days, as long as everyone of us goes to fly-
ingflagsforheroes.com and uploads the number and 
pictures of each cemetery, city hall, park, or other 
venues that are honoring our veterans. 
 
Thanks, and God bless all of you! 
 
Gene Sacco, Past National Commander 
Sons of The American Legion 

 
Ohio Sons, guests decorate 600 graves 
during Detachment Convention as part 

of Flying Flags For Heroes 
May 21, 2022 | Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 

 
PORTSMOUTH, OH – During its 58th Detachment 
Convention, Sons of The American Legion Detach-
ment of Ohio visited Greenlawn Cemetery and 
placed six hundred flags on the graves of veterans 
buried there. 
 
Nearly forty members of the American Legion Fam-
ily participated in the graves decoration, including 
National Commander Michael Fox, who gave re-
marks to the crowd. 
 

 
Detachment of Ohio Second Vice-Commander Dave Dilts, 

Detachment Commander Doug Hancock, 
and National Commander Michael Fox 

 
National Commander Michael Fox 

 

 
Kenneth Vrabel of Squadron 15 playing Taps 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fflyingflagsforheroes.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1K30tPIB3gLkcIfu7syU6EvJfLNGzrrBybyDaT798Zkk-KZurMjBO1VEM&h=AT2b-hRF0Bo7z_Ez51xR-0J8uIzWClf-N964HIGiEQVlFtVfS0L3ITDy_w5RclfeaAVxK2z16XNglsADn0yUEUtk3NOzBSDfRMTreMt3mPHC6GtTF-Vv2QeK1ZL-aS40lItPqDnf7A8wfaxjB1oP&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2PpBmW_xGnf1TVsQpRkqanZ4cB8o03ZGkr2c8O_FbHa2_-jgSe0eqVJ554S4-wSn3uyeucYZHQMPHjdMq-4RmsLrkGEnXkcnJEQpya1cG94r3MgqEll8D-0ga0fow_EqRj55MumWUhGKv9u9eULQbeSAoUZE-UJVXkxtXp15lVMBS9RA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fflyingflagsforheroes.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3TwijppM45BiTCUwriOIq1lOVabXFmNdFyg4REA1lxDeLbpLMqmDjUF3w&h=AT2b-hRF0Bo7z_Ez51xR-0J8uIzWClf-N964HIGiEQVlFtVfS0L3ITDy_w5RclfeaAVxK2z16XNglsADn0yUEUtk3NOzBSDfRMTreMt3mPHC6GtTF-Vv2QeK1ZL-aS40lItPqDnf7A8wfaxjB1oP&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2PpBmW_xGnf1TVsQpRkqanZ4cB8o03ZGkr2c8O_FbHa2_-jgSe0eqVJ554S4-wSn3uyeucYZHQMPHjdMq-4RmsLrkGEnXkcnJEQpya1cG94r3MgqEll8D-0ga0fow_EqRj55MumWUhGKv9u9eULQbeSAoUZE-UJVXkxtXp15lVMBS9RA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fflyingflagsforheroes.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3TwijppM45BiTCUwriOIq1lOVabXFmNdFyg4REA1lxDeLbpLMqmDjUF3w&h=AT2b-hRF0Bo7z_Ez51xR-0J8uIzWClf-N964HIGiEQVlFtVfS0L3ITDy_w5RclfeaAVxK2z16XNglsADn0yUEUtk3NOzBSDfRMTreMt3mPHC6GtTF-Vv2QeK1ZL-aS40lItPqDnf7A8wfaxjB1oP&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2PpBmW_xGnf1TVsQpRkqanZ4cB8o03ZGkr2c8O_FbHa2_-jgSe0eqVJ554S4-wSn3uyeucYZHQMPHjdMq-4RmsLrkGEnXkcnJEQpya1cG94r3MgqEll8D-0ga0fow_EqRj55MumWUhGKv9u9eULQbeSAoUZE-UJVXkxtXp15lVMBS9RA
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National Assistant Adjutant and Detachment Adjutant 

Scott Thornton 

 

Internal Affairs Commission 
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman 

Fourth Thursday of each month 
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-6050 

Access Code: 344590 

 

Legislative Commission 
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman 

First Thursday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (267) 807-9601 

Access Code 988 284 103# 

 
 

Member Training and 
Development Committee 
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman 

First Monday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern 

Call in # (605) 468-8772 
Access Code: 625764# 

 
 
 
 

 

Membership Committee 
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman 

Third Tuesday of each month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (605) 472-5756 

Access Code 7717294 
  

Congratulations to the 9 detachments that have met 
or surpassed the 105% goal! 
 
There are also 20 detachments that are at or above 
100%.  Four are at least 2/3 of the way to the “Triple 
Nickel.”  We are two months ahead of our numbers 
from last year. 
 
Last but not least, we have a new #2.  Way to go 
Western Region! 
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National 
Convention Committee 

Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman 
awatry@mindspring.com 

Meetings held as necessary 
Call in # (857) 2320159 

Access Code: 962347 

 

Public and Media 
Communications Commission 

Mark B. McCue (MA), Chairman 

Fourth Monday of Each Month 
5:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9831747351?pwd=b3V
FMmNEVkhnT2lqTE5EbFQ5YUxQQT09 

Meeting ID: 983 174 7351 
Passcode: SAL 

 

Sub-Committee 
on Resolutions 

Ned Fox (CA), Chairman 

 

Veterans Affairs 

& Rehabilitation Commission 

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman 
Fourth Monday of each month 

7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686 
Passcode: 243945 

 

Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Chuck Treat (AZ), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (508) 924-3315 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26 
 

June 15, 2022 | July 17, 2022 
August 25, 2022 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

JOIN DONATE 

 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Third Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
 

 

A report came out from National HQ last Thursday 

providing information on the status of Squadron 
Consolidated Report.  As we all know, the CSR is a 
mandatory report, which is required to be submitted 
each year to report on the activities of Sons of The 
American Legion.  The information obtained on 
these reports are used to determine award winners, 
but more importantly, to gather data on what activi-
ties, volunteer hours, donations, etc. 
 

mailto:awatry@mindspring.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9831747351?pwd=b3VFMmNEVkhnT2lqTE5EbFQ5YUxQQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9831747351?pwd=b3VFMmNEVkhnT2lqTE5EbFQ5YUxQQT09
https://mercycare-org.zoom.us/j/84516680686?pwd=N0hKWjloR3RKbUl0bkVvRlVGVmxzZz09
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
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More importantly, the data gathered is passed on to 
The American, which in turn uses this data when the 
National Commander testifies to the United States 
Congress. 
 
Turning in this form is not a suggestion.  Every 
Squadron in the organization is required to complete 
and submit the CSR.  The form is relatively simple to 
complete, and won’t take too much time. 
 
There is a way that this form can be completed 
monthly using an Excel spreadsheet.  For me, that is 
the easiest way of doing it, since information can be 
added as it happens. 
 
There was a question as to why the CSR was not 
mailed in a hardcopy to Squadrons.  All I can say is 
that National HQ is leaning toward electronic filing.  
With that being said, the form is available by clicking 
HERE. 
 
In my Detachment, Squadrons cannot receive their 
membership cards for the following year unless the 
Consolidated Squadron Report, Squadron Officer 
Certification, and Squadron Data Report are submit-
ted.  To date, I am proud to say that Ohio leads the 
nation with 20% of its 318 Squadrons reporting as of 
that report. 
 
I am also proud to see the Central Region is in first 
place nationally, but we are only at 5% of Squadrons 
reporting.  We are off to a good start, but we all need 
to do much better.  National Commander Michael 
Fox wants to see no less than 50% of our Squadrons 
complete and submit this form.  Is this too much to 
ask? 
 
Think of it this way; we do the work.  We make the 
donations.  We volunteer.  Why not tell the world 
what you are doing?  It’s a simple process, and it is a 
mandatory report.  Please take the five to ten 
minutes to complete and submit the form.  It is in 
the best interests of the entire American Legion 
Family, our veterans, and the children of our great 
nation.  Who’s next? 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Consolidated%20Squadron%20Report%20%20%28CSR%29%20-%20Instructions%20%26%20Forms%20-%20%20fillable_0.pdf
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On the membership front, the Central Region con-

tinues its work toward the 105% Delegate Strength 
Target Date on July 28.  Please keep up that hard 
work. 
 
The Central Region had the largest gain since Friday, 
with 545 members paid.  Unfortunately, we have 
fallen to fourth place in the national membership 
standings.  We are a little over 1% behind the leading 
Eastern Region. 
 
We also have the toughest road ahead, with 4,063 
members needed to reach quota.  Almost half of the 
delinquent members are in our region’s detach-
ments.  Ohio and Indiana have the most to make up, 
with 1,000 and 2,822, respectively. 
 
Since we will all be out decorating graves, participat-
ing in Memorial Day ceremonies, and attending 
functions at our Posts, let’s take this time to put a 
huge dent in our outstanding members.  If you know 
a member who is not paid, ask him to pay, and re-
mind him that dues will be payable for 2023 in a few 
short weeks. 
 
Let’s do what we can to see a big increase by next 
Friday.  Who’s next? 
 
Please have a safe and relaxing Memorial Day week-
end, as we take time to remember those who fought 
and died to defend America and for our way of life. 
 

As always, if there is anything I can do to help, 

please let me do, and I will help how I can. 
 

We are Sons of The American Legion.  

 

We are #SALSTRONG!!! 

 

 
 

Gentlemen, 
 

As you see by the numbers, we have 
come to a crawl with bringing in 
membership.  Within two months, 
the 2023 membership cards will 
come out, and now is the time to 
push. 

Your Detachments have had or are going to have 
your conventions, and this is a great time to ask your 
Squadrons to contact their membership to help with 
getting the delinquent members paid. 
 
The Central Region has fallen to fourth place, but 
there is still time to bring the Central Region and our 
Vice-Commander, Mr. Vrabel, back up. 
 
Let’s keep it going and keep up the great work. 
 
For God and Country, 
 
David Mennel, 
Central Region Membership Chairman 
davidmennel@yahoo.com 
 

2022 Central Region 
Membership Report 

 
05/23/22

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Eastern 6, 7, 8 136,233     133,313     2,920         97.86% 315             

2 Western 4 24,414       23,840       574            97.65% 277             

3 Southern 3, 4, 5, 6 42,593       41,337       1,256         97.05% 117             

4 Central 4, 6, 8 124,977     120,914     4,063         96.75% 545             

5 Midwest 3, 4 28,508       26,935       1,573         94.48% 151             

TOTALS 356,725    346,339    10,386      97.09% 1,405         

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Michigan 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 21,985       23,236       (1,251)        105.69% 112             9 Q

2 Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 3,914         3,941         (27)             100.69% -                  19 Q

3 Iowa 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 4,571         4,535         36               99.21% 26               24

4 Minnesota 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 11,091       10,751       340            96.93% 34               29

5 Ohio 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 29,946       28,946       1,000         96.66% 171             30

6 Illinois 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 13,602       12,728       874            93.57% 120             43

7 Indiana 1 36,657       33,835       2,822         92.30% 76               46

8 Missouri 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 3,211         2,942         269            91.62% 6                 47

TOTALS 124,977    120,914    4,063        96.75% 545            

Q  = Quota

1  Met 09/22/21 goal of 10% 6  Met 02/09/22 goal of 75%  - DATE REVISED TO 02/16/22

2  Met10/14/21  goal of 25% 7  Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3  Met 11/10/21 goal of 35% 8  Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4  Met 12/08/21 goal of 45% 9  Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5  Met 01/21/22 goal of 60% 10  Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Red Division

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Wisconsin 3,914         3,941         (27)             100.69% 3.26%

Iowa 4,571         4,535         36               99.21% 3.75%

Missouri 3,211         2,942         269            91.62% 2.43%

TOTALS 7,782        7,477        305            96.08% 6.18%

White Division

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Minnesota 11,091       10,751       340            96.93% 8.89%

Illinois 13,602       12,728       874            93.57% 10.53%

TOTALS 24,693      23,479      1,214        95.08% 19.42%

Blue Division

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Michigan 21,985       23,236       (1,251)        105.69% 19.22%

Ohio 29,946       28,946       1,000         96.66% 23.94%

Indiana 36,657       33,835       2,822         92.30% 27.98%

TOTALS 88,588      86,017      2,571        97.10% 71.14%

2022 MEMBERSHIP

Central Region - Jeff Vrabel, Sr. (OH)
National

Rank

 
 
 

mailto:davidmennel@yahoo.com


12 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position        #SALSTRONG | Round-Up 

2022 Central Region 
Renewal Report 

 

05/23/22

Detachment Renewal %

1 Iowa 90.08%

2 Wisconsin 89.51%

3 Michigan 89.18%

4 Minnesota 87.35%

5 Ohio 88.00%

6 Illinois 85.76%

7 Indiana 84.68%

8 Missouri 79.70%

NATIONAL 85.48%
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
dickie_huntley@hotmail.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Fourth Tuesday of each month 
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (605) 313-4388 
Access Code 3468542# 

 

 
as of May 23, 2022 

 

 

mailto:dickie_huntley@hotmail.com
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juanrtorres10@hotmail.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

First Tuesday of Each Month 
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Central 

9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-5379 

Access Code 830520 

 

 
as of May 23, 2022 

 

 

 
 

 
roberts.jason215@gmail.com

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Second Tuesday of Each Month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call In # (701) 802-5001 
Access Code 4720682 

 

 
as of May 23, 2022 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:juanrtorres10@hotmail.com
mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com
mailto:roberts.jason215@gmail.com


14 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position        #SALSTRONG | Round-Up 

 
 

 
controller@bordertowncasinorv.com 

 
MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL 

Fourth Wednesday of Each Month 
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJp
NjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09 
Meeting ID: 965 6230 3887 

Passcode: 795541 

 
 

Armed Forces Day Ball 
 
On Saturday, May 14, I had the distinct pleasure of 
being a Special Guest for the First Annual Armed 
Forces Day Ball in Old Sacramento hosted by the 6th 
District of the Department of California.  What a 
wonderful event and venue to be sure.  The event site 
was at the Golden State Railroad Museum in 
Sacramento, California.  The event included a great 
live band, a dance floor, a wonderful dinner, and an 
amazing silent aution.  Unfortiunately, I lost my bid 
for the 3 Day Alaskan Fishing trip to someone who 
wanted it just a little bit more than me.   
 
The awesome thing about this event is that it was all 
arranged to benefit the American Legion Nationa 
Program, Operation Comfort Warrior.  All of the 
proceeds from this event are to be donated to this 
very worthy cause.   
 
There were several American Legion dignatataries in 
attendance to include the American Legion Western 
Region National Vice Commander Jim Higuera.  
Also were the Sons of the American Legion 
Detachment of California Leadership, Jim Eubanks 
and PNVC Ned Fox.  The Department’s 6th District 

Commander, Brian McGuinness, and District Exec-
utive Committee Person, Lara Chan were the event 
coordinators for this extravaganza, and did a mag-
nificent job.  If you can attend next year, you should 
put it on your calendar.  Wonderful job everyone! 
 

      
 

      
 

 
as of May 23, 2022 

 

 

mailto:controller@bordertowncasinorv.com
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJpNjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
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