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Round-Up 

A Newsletter of Sons of The American Legion   
Volume 3 ï Issue 130ï April 24 , 2022  

 
Earlier today, The 
American Legion 
held its 83 rd Na-
tional Or atorical 
Contest Champi-
onship in In dian-
apolis, Indiana.  
 
After a long day 
Saturday, three fi-
nalists were se-
lected to compete 
for the coveted 

grand prize of a $25,000 scholarship. 
 

 
Pictured above is this yearôs winner is Emma Noble 
of Alabama, who received a scholarship in the 
amount of $25,000 , as well as an all-expense paid 
trip to the National Convention in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin later this year. 
 
Jackson Boone of Kentucky finished thir d and takes 
home a $20,000 scholarship.  Second place went to 
Ashley Tuell of Tennessee, along with a scholarship 
of $22,500.00  
 
Congratulations to the Champion, the Finali sts, and 
all participants.   Click HERE  to watch the finals. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/americanlegionhq/videos/3238147899739832
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All articles must be submitted by noon each Friday . 

 

 

 

SAL membership reports are available here 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Legion, Ganassi leading effort to 
reduce veteran suicides through 

óBe the Oneô 
By Steven B. Brooks 

APR 20, 2022 

 
With the most fabled track in motor racing as the 
backdrop, The American Legion joined with others 
to address one of the most critical issues facing vet-
erans today: a high suicide rate that a new campaign 
will address, starting on one of motorsports biggest 
stages. 
 

 
 
With the unveiling of 2013 Indianapolis 500 cham-
pion Tony Kanaanôs livery for this yearôs ñGreatest 
Spectacle in Racingò came the unveiling of an effort 
spearheaded by The American Legion and Chip Ga-
nassi Racing that calls on the public to become in-
volved. 
 
Kanaan was given the OK from teammate Alex Palou 
ï the 2021 INDYCAR Series champ ï to use the No. 
1 for the race ï an honor bestowed each race on the 
previous yearôs series champ.  On Kanaanôs No. 1 
American Legion Honda is the phrase ñBe the Oneò, 
the name for the campaign to address veteran sui-
cides.  Itôs a cause that Kanaan, who finished 10th in 
the Legion car at the 500 in 2021, believes in 
strongly. 
 
ñItôs such a good cause ï óBe the One,ôò Kanaan said 
during the April 20 press event outside of the pagoda 
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  ñI made the pledge 
to the veterans to advocate that é if you need help, 
ask.  Voice it up.  Iôve learned that 17 veterans take 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Steven%20B.%20Brooks&p=sbrooks&s=legion.org&subject=Legion,%20Ganassi%20leading%20effort%20to%20reduce%20veteran%20suicides%20through%20%E2%80%98Be%20the%20One%E2%80%99&url=https://www.legion.org/48/255590/legion-ganassi-leading-effort-reduce-veteran-suicides-through-%E2%80%98be-one%E2%80%99
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cHg7HHUJpQ&t=3s
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their lives every day.  Weôre here for that.  Hopefully,  
weôll get the word out.ò 
 
During the event Kanaan was joined by Indiana Gov. 
Eric Holcomb and American Legion Chief Marketing 
Officer Dean Kessel, who called the number of daily 
suicides ñthe biggest issue facing this generation of 
veterans.ò He said the challenge behind the ñBe the 
Oneò campaign is that that ñif you can save the life of 
one veteran today, would you be the one to do it?  
Youôre going to be hearing that from us a lot, what 
weôre going to be doing and how weôre going to be 
doing it.ò 
 
At the start of the press conference, a group of veter-
ans symbolically stood behind the No. 1 Honda, a 
mix of American Legion Riders and Ganassi employ-
ees.  ñThat was 17 veterans to represent the 17 veter-
ans that take their lives daily,ò Kessel said.  ñThatôs 
got to stop.  Thatôs this generation (of veteransô) big-
gest challenge, and we have to do something about 
it .  And thereôs no organization more poised than 
The American Legion to do that.  With our political 
capital on Capitol Hill .  With our 1.8 million mem-
bers across the country, our peer-to-peer network is 
unrivaled.  
 
ñThis is not just a campaign.  Itôs a generational lift.  
The primary goal of our óBe the Oneô campaign is 
eliminating the stigma involved with asking for help .  
That is the No. 1 hurdle for veterans seeking mental 
help.  We want to de-stigmatize that.ò 
 
Holcomb, a U.S. Navy veteran, and member of His-
toric Fort Benjamin  Harrison  American Legion Post 
510 in Indianapolis,  drove from the Statehouse to 
IMS with Kanaan.  
 
ñThere couldnôt be a better reason why we started the 
day today together than this cause at this time on 
this hallowed ground,ò Holcomb said.  ñI think itôs 
our duty, as citizens of this nation and state, for 
those (servicemembers) fortunate to make it back, to 
be there for them.  To understand the burdens that 
they bring back with the orders theyôve received, go-
ing to some hairy and scary places in this world.  
Weôre there to help them de-stigmatize and help 
them get through the days ahead because of the bur-
dens they bear for us.  They stepped forward.ò 
 
Holcomb said Indiana will be a part of the óBe the 
Oneô campaign.  ñWe could not be more proud to 
align all of our state efforts on mental health along-
side (The American Legion),ò he said.  ñI would just 
encourage everyone to be the one.  You could be the 
one.  If you donôt know how to help but you want to, 

get them connected with the Legion.  Get them con-
nected with the Indiana Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.  Not only can they help, they want to help.  It's 
their mission.ò 
 
For CGR team owner Chip Ganassi, the issue of vet-
eran suicides ñis something that needs attention 
brought to it, first and foremost .  When youôre losing 
17 veterans a day to suicide, thatôs something you can 
almost see with your bare eyes.  How do you make 
the awareness of such an issue?  How do you bring it 
to light ?  There is no better place to do it than in In-
dianapolis on Memorial Day ï the day that we have 
put aside to honor veterans.  And these guys need 
honored, believe me.  Theyôve seen things that none 
of us will ever see in our lifetime.ò 
 
Ganassi said partnering with The American Legion 
ï an official charity of INDYCAR  ï opened his eyes 
to the issue he and the Legion are addressing with 
ñBe the One.ò 
 
ñIt just brought a new awareness to me personally, I 
guess, being involved with the Legion here on Me-
morial Day in Indianapolis,ò Ganassi said.  ñI just 
want to help.ò 
 
Among the group of American Legion Riders that es-
corted Kanaan and Holcomb from downtown Indi-
anapolis to the track were ALR National Advisory 
Committee Chairman Mark Clark.  
 
ñThe fact that the Chip Ganassi Racing team has 
partnered with The American Legion é to help us 
fight the veteran suicide crisis thatôs occurring in our 
country today, to be a part of that is humbling,ò Clark 
said.  ñI know veterans that have taken their own life .  
Iôm hopeful that this campaign will bring awareness 
to the challenge (and) help folks understand itôs the 
right thing to seek out help .  But more importantly, 
to bring attention to the resources that are available 
to veterans.  I really think this campaign can open a 
lot of doors for us.ò 
 
Kessel said the campaign is focused on making an 
incremental change that will long -term continue to 
grow.  ñWe want to stop talking about the 17 and fo-
cus on the one,ò he said.  ñIf we can save one a day, 
that number will come down, and thatôs the goal of 
everything that weôre doing here.ò 
 
Watch the entire press event here. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/48/255270/indycar-names-american-legion-its-official-charitable-partner
https://www.facebook.com/ChipGanassiRacingTeams/videos/494503165690836
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50 th  Convention  
Commemoration Committee  

Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman  

 

Advisory Committee  
Joe Mayne  (M N), Chairman  

 

Americanism Commission  
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman  

Fourth Thursday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern | 6:30 p.m. Central  

5:30 p.m. Mountain | 4:30 p.m. Pacific  
Call in # (508) 924  3315 

Access Code: NONE 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26  

 
Conference Call Schedule : 

 
April 28, 2022  

May 27, 2022 |  June 23, 2022 
July 28, 2022 |  August 25, 2022 

 

Century Committee  
(CENTCOM)  

Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman  

 

Child Welfare Foundation  
Committee  

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman  
Third Wednesday of each month 

 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time  
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808 417 
Online Meeting ID:  

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/ coolcameo 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
I encourage all to reach out to not-for -profit organi-
zations who serve the youth in our communities to 
apply for a 2023 American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation grant.  Application that will need to be 
completed and submitted to National between May 
1 and July 15. 
 

What great public relations it is when an organiza-
tion in your state receives a grant and to know that 
your donations is what funds them! 
 
Continue the great work gentlemen! 
 
Please click HERE  to review the grant application.  
 
We are oh so close to reaching $9 million dollars and 
Squadrons are getting their donations in .  As they 
achieve $1 per member, please encourage them to 
complete the 100% Per Capita Banner form and sub-
mit to National by June 1.  They will receive 2021-
2022 CWF banner to proudly display.  
 

 
 

 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/x19ct26
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/CWF_Grant_Application_2020.pdf
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Children & Youth Committee  
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman  

Second Monday of each month 
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=M
TkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09  

Meeting ID: 851 8948 4607 
Passcode: xZztq6 

 
Watch the National Children & Youth  

Academy promo video HERE  
 

April is Children and Youth Month  

 

Committee on Committees  
Ron Roberts, (MS ), Chairman  

 

Finance  Commission  
William G. Hill (MD) , Chairman  

 

 
Tim Aboudara, Sr.,  

National Service Project Coordinator  
 

As of Saturday , 199,975  flags  
have been placed  and reported   

to honor our veterans  

 

Internal Affairs  Commission  
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman  

Fourth Thursday of each month 
6:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-6050 

Access Code: 344590 

 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85189484607?pwd=MTkvT09XYkdvZ1M0eW5RTHg4dW94QT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zs_-XXBbac

