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ately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time, the Japanese government
has deliberately sought to deceive the United States
by false statements and expressions of hope for
continued peace.
The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has
caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many
American lives have been lost. In addition, American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high
seas between San Francisco and Honolulu.
FDR's Infamy Speech
President Franklin Roosevelt, December 8, 1941
Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the
Senate, and of the House of Representatives:

Yesterday, the Japanese government also launched
an attack against Malaya.
Last night, Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.
Last night, Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 -- a date which will
live in infamy -- the United States of America was
suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air
forces of the Empire of Japan.

Last night, Japanese forces attacked the Philippine
Islands.

The United States was at peace with that nation
and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its government and its emperor looking
toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific.

And this morning, the Japanese attacked Midway
Island.

Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had
commenced bombing in the American island of
Oahu, the Japanese ambassador to the United
States and his colleague delivered to our Secretary
of State a formal reply to a recent American message. And while this reply stated that it seemed
useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of
armed attack.

Last night, the Japanese attacked Wake Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The
facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves.
The people of the United States have already
formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation.
As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I
have directed that all measures be taken for our defense. But always will our whole nation remember
the character of the onslaught against us.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from
Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliber1|
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No matter how long it may take us to overcome this
premeditated invasion, the American people in
their righteous might will win through to absolute
victory.
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I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress
and of the people when I assert that we will not only
defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make it
very certain that this form of treachery shall never
again endanger us.
Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact
that our people, our territory, and our interests are
in grave danger.
With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our people, we will gain
the inevitable triumph -- so help us God.
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday,
December 7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese empire.

All articles must be submitted by noon Friday weekly.

SAL membership reports are available here
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and want to make a positive impact on our community, state, and nation. For me, it makes me remember why I joined this great organization.
My full report from this visit will appear in the very
near future.
Thank you, Commander Trout, NEC Ray, ANEC
Hayse, PNCs Stillwell and Cisna, PDC Stander, and
the entire Detachment of Illinois!

December 31 will be here before we know it. That

is the day that we need all members to be renewed,
or they lose the benefits of being a member of Sons
of The American Legion.
Many members are not aware of the benefits that
they enjoy. Those benefits are available HERE.
They include:

JOIN

DONATE

AUTO RENTAL

FINANCIAL
& INSURANCE

jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

Third Thursday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (425) 436-6280
Access Code 464549*
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr

MEDIA
& ENTERTAINMENT

MEDICAL

 PREFERRED LOG ON METHOD video option available 

Yesterday, I had the opportunity to attend and
speak at the Detachment of Illinois Executive
Committee meeting. The hospitality was incredible, and the meetings and events that I had the
honor to attend were outstanding.
When we attend meetings like this one, we often
leaved enthused, rejuvenated, and ready to work
even harder for our organization. We have a renewed sense of service to our veterans and children,
3|
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does will work well in another state. Don’t be afraid
to start a conversation and see where it leads. It
just may put us at the top.

RETAIL

TRAVEL CENTER

You see, we have many great benefits to being a
member other than our sense of community service.
We receive discounts as a thank you for our membership.
Don’t get lost in the shuffle and lose your benefits.
Make sure to get your dues paid by the end of the
month.

Congratulations to everyone for their had work.
You are to be commended for your efforts. Don’t
let up, get out there and get as many as we can by
the end of the month. We need your help! Who’s
next?

As always, if there is anything you need, please

send me an email and I will do whatever I can to
help.

We are Sons of The American Legion.
We are #SALSTRONG!!!

2022 Central Region
Renewal Report

This week’s membership numbers show a great
increase for the, 5,080 to be exact, for the Central
Region. Although we are still in third place at
40.53%, we lead the nation in the number of members paid at 50,656. Let’s keep our momentum going and move to second place.
There has always been competition between the
National Vice-Commanders, and this year is no different. Every Region wants to be in first place, and
I am no exception. I know how hard it is for both
the Central and East Regions to move up due to our
size, both regions having 124,977 and 136,233, respectively. The two regions have a total of 261,210
members. This represents 73.22% of our total
membership.
It seems like a monumental task, but I know that
we can move up. We have done it before, and we
will do it again. Ask your counterparts in other Detachments and gather ideas that work for them and
see if it will work for you. We all have great programs, and it is very possible that what one state
4|

The numbers below are taken from the membership
and ranked in order by percentage. Once the full
Renewal Report is published, additional information will be provided.

12/02/21
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
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Detachment Renewal %
Wisconsin
68.35%
Iowa
66.04%
Illinois
56.37%
Missouri
48.71%
Minnesota
48.19%
Ohio
43.31%
Indiana
33.88%
Michigan
30.92%
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2022 Central Region
Membership Report
2022 MEMBERSHIP
1
2
3
4
5

Region
Southern 3, 4
Midwest 3
Central
Western
Eastern
TOTALS

Goal
42,593
28,508
124,977
24,414
136,233
356,725

Actual
19,542
12,496
50,656
8,652
47,875
139,221

12/02/21
Needed
for Quota
23,051
16,012
74,321
15,762
88,358
217,504

Membership ahead/behind prior year target date

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Detachment
Wisconsin 1, 2, 3, 4
Iowa 1, 2 , 3
Illinois 1, 2, 3
Missouri 1, 2, 3
Minnesota 1, 3
Ohio 1
Michigan 1
Indiana 1
TOTALS

Goal
3,914
4,571
13,602
3,211
11,091
29,946
21,985
36,657
124,977

Actual
2,237
2,591
7,423
1,478
4,805
12,087
7,715
12,320
50,656

Needed
for Quota
1,677
1,980
6,179
1,733
6,286
17,859
14,270
24,337
74,321

Percent
45.88%
43.83%
40.53%
35.44%
35.14%
39.03%

Increase
1,441
859
5,080
468
5,231
13,079

N/A

Percent
57.15%
56.68%
54.57%
46.03%
43.32%
40.36%
35.09%
33.61%
40.53%

Increase
191
228
841
192
3,519
1,251
851
987
8,060

Percent

Percent
of Region

dickie_huntley@hotmail.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

Q = Quota
1 Met 09/22/21 goal of 10%

6 Met 02/09/22 goal of 75%

2 Met10/14/21 goal of 25%

7 Met 03/09/22 goal of 80%

3 Met 11/10/21 goal of 35%

8 Met 04/13/22 goal of 90%

4 Met 12/08/21 goal of 45%

9 Met 05/11/22 goal of 100%

5 Met 01/21/22 goal of 60%

10 Met 07/28/22 goal of 105%

Fourth Tuesday of each month
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (605) 313-4388
Access Code 346542

Red Division
Detachment
Wisconsin
Iowa
Missouri
TOTALS

Goal
3,914
4,571
3,211
11,696

Actual
2,237
2,591
1,478
6,306

Needed
for Quota
1,677
1,980
1,733
5,390

57.15%
56.68%
46.03%
53.92%

4.42%
5.11%
2.92%
12.45%

White Division
Detachment
Illinois
Minnesota
TOTALS

Goal
13,602
11,091
24,693

Actual
7,423
4,805
12,228

Needed
for Quota
6,179
6,286
12,465

Percent
54.57%
43.32%
49.52%

Percent
of Region
14.65%
9.49%
24.14%

Blue Division
Detachment
Ohio
Michigan
Indiana
TOTALS

Goal
29,946
21,985
36,657
88,588

Actual
12,087
7,715
12,320
32,122

Needed
for Quota
17,859
14,270
24,337
56,466

Percent
40.36%
35.09%
33.61%
36.26%

Percent
of Region
23.86%
15.23%
24.32%
63.41%

as of December 2, 2021
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juanrtorres10@hotmail.com

roberts.jason215@gmail.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

First Tuesday of Each Month
7:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Central
9:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 313-5379
Access Code 830520

Second Tuesday of Each Month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (701) 802-5001
Access Code 4720682

as of December 2, 2021
as of December 2, 2021
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controller@bordertowncasinorv.com

MONTHLY CONFERENCE CALL

Fourth Wednesday of Each Month
6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time
https://zoom.us/j/96562303887?pwd=SjZJek04MHJp
NjdibWptUTU0UGptZz09
Meeting ID: 965 6230 3887
Passcode: 795541
Find your local number:
https://zoom.us/u/acGFqzEYme

By means of introduction, I am Tim Aboudara, Sr.
I was appointed as a Technical Advisor to the National Americanism Commission at the NEC in
Phoenix immediately after Commander Fox's election. He asked me to take on the role of "owning"
Flying Flags for Heroes, his primary Service Project
at the National level. At the convention, he established his 12-month goal of placing 1,000,000 flags
at the gravesites of Veterans buried in local cemeteries. On October 20, our National Adjutant sent a
communication to all Detachment Commanders,
Adjutants and NEC members asking for their name,
email address, phone number and Detachment goal
for flag placements between now and the 2022
Convention. The deadline for response was October 31.
as of December 2, 2021
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Before I go any further, I want to congratulate the
Central Region for being the only Region to get all
of the needed information into us. Thank you
very much!
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The purpose of this email is to:
1. Prove you with an update on where we are with
each Detachment.
2. Insist on your assistance in reaching out to the
Detachments that have provided incomplete or
no information.
3. Establish the deadline of getting it to me by no
later than December 8, 2021. (This is because
we are still going to do a training and kickoff to
get everyone really moving before the Christmas
holiday).
4. The preference is to have the Detachments send
the info directly to me. If you want them to
send it to you, that's fine but please send me
what you receive immediately after you receive
it.

The National Call Schedule will be updated
as information becomes available.

50th Convention
Commemoration Committee
Joseph Gladden (MD), Chairman

Advisory Committee
Robert McBride (OH), Chairman

Americanism Commission
Joseph Navarrete (NM), Chairman

Here is some summary information:
•
•
•
•

Number of Detachments with full information
submitted: 16
Number of Detachments with partial information submitted: 10
Number of Detachments with NO information
submitted: 26
Current Cumulative Goal for Flag Placement:
612,663

The planned kickoff/training meeting will include
resource information, documenting activities at the
FFFH website, messaging, working with Posts and
Units, etc.
This project is all about Americanism, There is no
easier service project: it requires little, if any fundraising, can help membership, bring Legion Family
members together in their communities for a great
reason and salute and honor our deceased Veterans.
Please reach out to me with any questions. We
need your commitment and help to make this work!
Please reach out to me with any questions.

Century Committee
(CENTCOM)
Joe Paviglianti (NY), Chairman

Child Welfare Foundation
Committee
Mark Nave (PA), Chairman
Third Wednesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (605) 472-5332
Access Code: 808417
Online Meeting ID:
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo

Children & Youth Committee
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman
Second Monday of each month
7:30 p.m. Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82612571196?pwd=dE
RwNDJNcWwzNG9UYUJlMmpEMm53QT09
Meeting ID: 826 1257 1196
Passcode: bJDV9V

Committee on Committees
Ron Roberts, (MD), Chairman

8|
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Convention Committee
Allen J. Watry (WI), Chairman
Meetings held as necessary
Call in # (857) 2320159
Access Code: 962347

•

Hello Sons of The American Legion.
As I spent time with family last weekend, we started
talking about some of the past Holiday Movies, One
that came to mind was “Planes, Trains, and Automobiles.” And that sparked the thought to share all
the different travel options delegates have for traveling to/from the 2022 National Convention. I
hope some of you find this helpful, especially if you
have time/desire to explore the state of Wisconsin
while you are here.
First, the easy (and possibly most popular mode)
will be Plane. As you start to plan your trip, General Mitchell International Airport in Milwaukee
(MKE) is going to be the closest and provide a lot of
variety of airlines. If you fly into Milwaukee there
will be multiple options to get to the Convention
Area. But there are other options to consider if you
do plan to fly:
•

•

•

O’Hare Airport in Chicago in under 1.5
hours away. This will provide the most options for airlines and arrival times. And
there are always things to do and explore in
the Chicago area.
Austin Straubel Airport in Green Bay (GRB)
is under 2 hours north of Milwaukee. The
trip to/from Green Bay provides an opportunity to explore many local communities
along the lakeshore of Green Bay. Port
Washington sits on a bluff and provides
some nice bed/breakfast opportunities.
Sheboygan has Blue Harbor Resort which is
a hotel/small water park. Manitowoc has
the Wisconsin Maritime Museum which includes the opportunity to walk through the
submarine USS Cobia. There is also Two
Rivers, Kewanee, and Algoma; all of them
have late season charter fishing at that time
of year. And if you end up on Green Bay do
not forget to visit Lambeau Field and the
Tundra Zone in Green Bay.
Appleton International Airport in Appleton
(ATW) is also under 2 hours north of Milwaukee. The drive between Milwaukee and
Green Bay provides an opportunity (if you
are willing to explore and travel on
State/County Roads) to see the scenic roll9|

ing hills of the Kettle Moraine State Forest
and a drive along the east side of Lake Winnebago. In Appleton you may want to visit
the Houdini Museum or many of the other
local attractions.
Dane County Regional Airport in Madison
(MSN) is under 2 hours west of Milwaukee.
Maybe you have someone who is considering attending UW-Madison and would be
able to walk the campus. Or just walk the
trails on Lake Monona or Lake Mendota or
tour the state capital.

Next, there are Train Options. Amtrack does provide service through Milwaukee. Milwaukee is on
the Empire Builder Route which goes from Chicago
to Washington and includes stops in Milwaukee,
Minneapolis, Fargo, Grand Forks, Glasgow, and
Spokane. The train station in Milwaukee is part of
the General Mitchell Field Complex and you will
have the same options to get from the station to the
Convention Center. Or, if you would like, you could
take the Hiawatha train route from the General
Mitchell International Terminal to the Downtown
Milwaukee area (this is also an option for anyone
who flies in). This is a small “local route” which
provides service between downtown Milwaukee
(Intermodal Station) and downtown Chicago (Union Station) with several stops include the station at
General Mitchell International Airport. The Intermodal Station is just a couple blocks away from the
Convention Center and does have cab/bus service
for those final couple of blocks.
Then there is the Automobiles. If you are driving,
there are multiple interstates which feed into Milwaukee. There are also two Auxiliary Interstates
within the Metro Milwaukee area; they are I-794
and I-894. The Convention Center is just off of the
Marquette Interchange, which is the main intersection of most of these Interstate Highways in Milwaukee.
And, now one more that was not in the movie…Boats. May not be the quickest way to/from
Milwaukee, but there are two Ferry Services which
provide transportation services across Lake Michigan. They are likely not going to be the fastest way
to get to/from the Convention, but if you are looking to do something unique and happen to be driving, this may be something to consider. And it does
help with anyone who is traveling east and would
rather not deal with the Chicago traffic:
•

The USS-Badger goes between Manitowoc
Wi and Ludington Mi.
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•

The Lake Express High-Speed Ferry goes
between Milwaukee Wi, and Muskegon, Mi.

Regardless of what your travel plans end up being,
the Detachment of Wisconsin is looking forward to
hosting the 2022 National Convention. Please do
not hesitate to reach out and contact me with any
questions you have on travel options to/from Milwaukee or things to do while in the Milwaukee area.
And the Detachment of Wisconsin wishes everyone
a safe and happy holiday season!!!

Finance Commission
William G. Hill (MD), Chairman
NFC Update – Nov 1 to Nov 30, 2021
National Commander Fox, National Vice Commanders, National Executive Committeemen &
Commission Chairman,
Here is the monthly update from the National Finance Commission. The latest budget reconciliation for this fiscal year is now through September
30, 2021. To date we are on track for Income and
under projections with regards to Expenditures.
Note the expenditures still presents that we’re well
under budget for FY 2021, however this does not
include the final expenses from the Fall NEC and
recent National Travel.
Nor expenditures for the 50th Convention and Century Committee (CentCom), which were approved
at the Fall NEC and to be expensed against the FY
’21 budget. Reminder was provided to each Committee to expend their appropriately approved expenditures by December 31, 2021, in order to be
included in this fiscal year’s budget.
Although we are awaiting information from TAL
with regards to our integration into their overall
approach for budgeting and financial approach, the
National Finance Commission will begin to hold
meetings to discuss the Fiscal Year 2023 budget
during the first quarter of the new year. Notification will be provided to the appropriate Commissions of the exact dates, and request they prepare
and provided projected expenditures in advance of
any meetings. More information will be provided
to the Commission Chairman in the upcoming
months. This will allow us at a minimum be prepared with our general awareness of what we would
expect to be some of our requested expenditures.

10 |

The status of the goals for this administrative year
are outlined. National Finance Commission –
Goals for Administrative year 2021 – 2022:
1. Provide a budget with actual past and present
expenditures along with future predications for
each line item.
a. Budgets for Fiscal Year 2021 and 2022 have
been submitted and approved by the NEC.
b. FY 2023 development approach being revised to align with TAL process. The NFC is
on-hold at this time, until direction is provided by TAL Treasure and their Finance
Comm with regards to how we’ll integrate
into the new process.
2. Streamline the voucher process for travel and
per diem to all meetings.
a. No change in status from the Nov 1st update.
Still awaiting comments and updates from
TAL.
Nov 1st, 2021: Revision to the SAL the voucher and travel reimbursement process are
forthcoming from TAL, based on their guidelines and procedures. Expecting to receive
guidance by December 31, 2021. After which
we will develop our procedures to ensure we
properly align and support the required process.
3. Develop financial guidelines
a. No change in status from the Nov
1st update. Still awaiting comments and
updates from TAL.
b. Nov 1st, 2021: Requesting a copy of the
guidelines used by the American Legion
to assist in building our base guidelines.
Ensuring our approach is aligned as a
program of the American Legion and not
in direct conflict, as we do not collect or
distribute any monetary funds.
i. Initial request was made on October
6, 2021.
ii. Pending outcome of discussions relevant to the new operational process
for
the
SAL
finance
process/procedures.
Please note the specific details of any expenditure
for our organization are subject to adjustments by
The American Legion as appropriate and within the
best interest of our overall program and those of
The American Legion. As always, we are working
with The American Legion to fine tune our financ-
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es, and will continue to provide awareness to this
body, when substantial changes are implemented.
If there are any questions, please reach out to any
member of the National Finance Commission, and
we’re looking forward to working with you during
this administrative year.

Internal Affairs Commission
William Clancy, III (NY), Chairman

Legislative Commission
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman
First Thursday Bi-Monthly
December, February, April, June, & August
7:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call in # (267) 807-9601
Access Code: 988 284 103#
All,

2022, will be placing a wreath at the World War II
Memorial, then on to the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery at 11:15 pm.
Then in keeping with the Commanders Fox’s Project we will stop at a cemetery and place flags on
veterans’ graves. Complete details are in the attached form which needs to be filled out asap. The
bus schedule is attached for times.
The Link below is an easy way to reserve a room at
The Washington Hilton for Saturday to Monday if
you want to stay. The rate is $149 a night + tax.
If rooms get filled sent me a message and I can
open more rooms at this rate.
Sons of the American Legion group has been created and is now ready for guests to call or follow the
below link to book their reservations. Sons of the
American Legion

The first news most have heard Washington Conference has been cancelled.
Good News is The Sons of The American Legion
Wreath Laying Ceremony will take place as planned
on February 27, 2022. I am attaching the wreath
and lunch request form and the tentative bus
schedule as we know today.
We also have a block of rooms reserved for anyone
wanting to stay at the Washington Hilton Hotel for
Feb 26-28, 2022, at a cost of $149.00 plus Tax.
You may call the hotel directly and reserve your
room with a credit card. Phone Number is 202483-3000. Group is Sons of The American Legion.
Please spread the word we need to know who is
coming early so we can get the busses.
I need Legislative Chairmen for most Detachments.
The only Detachment Legislative Chairman’s I have
for this year are NE, Mass, NJ, NH, and MD.
Keep an eye out for the member in your Detachment for the George B Evans Veterans Advocate of
the year award. We have a goal of 20 Nominees
this year.
UPDATE
All,
The Sons of The American Legion National Commander Michael Fox on Sunday February 27,
11 |
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Membership Committee

Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman
Third Tuesday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (605) 472-5756
Access Code 7717294

Gentlemen,
Congratulations to the 24 Detachments that have
already met the 45% target date of December 8 and
to the Southern Region for hitting the mark as well.
The Midwest is only 332 shy and hot on your heels!!
Close behind is the Central Region while the East
and West are making great strides
Thank you all for pushing National Renewal Month,
it surely paid off as we have retained almost 40% of
our members, which is an increase of more than 5%
and over 10,000 total members ahead of the prepandemic numbers
Thank you all for your hard work. Keep up the
buddy checks as the weather turns colder and the
holiday season is well under way.
MEMBERSHIP TIPS for DECEMBER:
•
•

If a member is struggling to pay their dues, you
may ask them to trade some volunteer hours for
a renewal.
A renewal makes a nice present for the holidays.

Public and Media
Communications Commission
Matthew F. Parsons (CA), Chairman

Sub-Committee
on Resolutions

Ned Fox (CA), Chairman

Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation Commission
Member Training and
Development Committee
Michael Monserud (IA), Chairman
First Monday of each month
8:00 p.m. Eastern
Call in # (605) 468-8772
Access Code: 625764#
12 |

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman
Fourth Monday of each month
7:00 p.m. Central Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 845 1668 0686
Passcode: 243945
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Veterans Employment
& Education Commission

Chuck Treat (AX), Chairman
Third Wednesday of Each Month
6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time
Call In # (605) 468-8774
Access Code 5662904
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/natlsalvee

Already taken the old course? The American Legion Extension Institute has been rewritten, updated, streamlined, and enhanced with videos, digital
photos, clickable links, a historical timeline, and
additional features. The program should take less
than two hours to complete. It is divided into six
sections, with a quiz at the end of each one, followed by a final exam.
How Does it Work?
Course Structure. The Course is arranged into 5
major topic areas and 1 concluding section. Each
section will present information about the topic via
text, images, and video.
Evaluation. At the end of each topic area there is
a quiz that will help gauge your understanding of
the material.
When you've completed each section quiz, you'll be
able to take the final exam. The exam will take
roughly 30 minutes to complete.
History & Organization. Learn why
and how The American Legion came into
existence after World
War I.
Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation. The
foremost pillar of
American Legion service, learn the ways in
which the organization
is dedicated to compassionate care, timely
delivery of benefits,
career
development
and other areas of advocacy for those who
have served in uniform.
National Security.
Outlined here is The
American Legion’s position on a strong,
well-equipped,
and
effectively
deployed
U.S. military, including a decent quality of
life for those now in
uniform and retirees
of the Armed Forces.

Basic Training
Learn about The American Legion
in this self-paced online course

You must be registered on the website to access the
educational content. Sign In with any American
Legion website login, including your myLegion.org
login.
Basic Training. The American Legion's official
training program for officers, members, Legion College applicants and those who simply want to expand their knowledge of the nation's largest veterans service organization is now available online.
13 |
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Americanism. This
pillar of American Legion service is filled
with respect for the
nation that those in
the military swore
with their lives to defend, from proper
treatment of the U.S.
flag to voter education
to youth programs
that
make
lifechanging differences.
Children & Youth.
The American Legion’s
long-held position that
“every child deserves a
square deal” is explained here, to include such programs
and efforts as the
Child Welfare Foundation, the Family Support Network, Temporary Financial Assistance, and other initiatives that aim to help
children and youth
follow their dreams,
no matter their circumstances.
Course Conclusion.
See how all the pieces
of American Legion
service and advocacy
fit together to best
serve our nation and
learn where other
committees and commissions play vital
roles.
Final Exam. Take an
online test to see how
well you understand
the nation’s largest
veterans service organization.

to assist others during the holiday season. And
those efforts already are under way this season.
In November and continuing an effort that began in
2018, American Legion Riders Chapter 57 in Lake
City, Fla., conducted another large fundraiser for
the Columbia and Suwannee County Toys for Tots.
Previous efforts each raised around $10,000 in
funds and toys, but this year’s brought in $13,000.
The fundraiser came at a critical time. The American Legion and the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation recently solidified a partnership to enhance
their collaboration to collect new, unwrapped toys
for distribution where needs are greatest this holiday season. The two entities have identified specific
geographic areas where gaps occur in the service.
American Legion posts in those communities will
be alerted and provided information about how
they can get involved in those areas, by visiting www.toysfortots.org/campaigns.
But Toys for Tots is just one way American Legion
Family members assist others during the holiday
season. In Albany, Ore., American Legion Post 10
has hosted an annual Christmas party and toy giveaway that in 2020 provided toys to 1,350 children
ages 12 and under. The party itself had to be canceled last year because of the pandemic but is back
on for noon on Dec. 18 – again with the toy giveaway.
Post 52 in La Crosse, Wis., has set up a Buddy Tree
that will have the names of local veterans in need
and is asking the community to donate items so
those veterans will receive gifts during the holidays.
Other posts are leading letter-writing campaigns to
deployed servicemembers.
What is your post or American Legion Family doing
to assist others through this holiday season, or
teaming with Toys for Tots in some way? We want
to know so we can share it in our national media
channels.
Email sbrooks@legion.org, and then remember to
share your efforts at www.legiontown.org.

How are you assisting others
during the holiday season?
The American Legion
DEC 01, 2021

Whether it be providing toys and other gifts, holiday parties or much-needed household essentials,
American Legion Family members have stepped up
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Unearthing decades
of American Legion history
The American Legion
DEC 01, 2021

Members of American Legion Post 41 in Arizona
are rightfully proud of their rare connections with
Medal of Honor recipients. Over the years, three
MOH recipients have been post members, including Jay Vargas who is active today. (Vargas shares
his first-person account here.)

“I want to figure out what happened to Carlos Ontiveros who was the first commander in 1945,” said
Hernandez, whose 34 years of service in the Air
Force and Air Force National Guard spanned from
Vietnam through Operation Desert Storm. “I can’t
find anything on him.”
The search has yielded diamonds in the rough from
the countless number of boxes of records, artifacts
and other information that was destined for the
trash. Among the items: the original charter.

But a deeper look reveals a rich and unique history
of Tony F. Soza Ray Martinez Post 41. Much of that
history would have been lost if it were not for the
efforts of Robert Hernandez, a former department
historian, post commander, post adjutant and current post historian.

In his research, Hernandez also discovered the critical role the post played in a housing discrimination
issue. As Hispanic veterans returned to Phoenix
after serving in World War II, they found themselves in a segregated city. People with dark skin
were denied the same access to housing, public
pools, and movie theaters.

Post 41 has served the Hispanic community in
Phoenix with pride and honor since its founding in
late 1945. Decades ago, the post sponsored American Legion Baseball and softball teams. A 1964
photo shows the T-Birds baseball team posing with
their championship trophy. However, the trophy
itself is among the historical items that have been
discarded.

“They didn’t want minorities. We were not allowed
to purchase houses on the other side of Van Buren,”
he said, noting the dividing line, a major road in
downtown Phoenix. “When Ray Martinez heard of
a veteran was not approved for a loan, he said that’s
a violation of the GI Bill. They got into fighting for
that veteran’s rights.”

It’s a battle Hernandez continues to wage.
“The history is what matters — what we did as a
post still matters,” he said, noting a past post commander had thrown out boxes of historical information. “I don’t know how much was lost. But I
grabbed as much as I could.”
Even though he has unearthed a great deal of Post
41 history, his search continues.

Martinez, a World War II Navy veteran who served
as post commander from 1945-48, helped pave the
way for the integration of the area in the 1950s. He
also became the first Hispanic department commander in Arizona.
Tony Soza, the other post namesake, was a Silver
Star recipient. He became the state’s second Hispanic department commander in 1968.
In addition to Vargas, the post’s other two Medal of
Honor recipients were Vietnam veteran Nicky Bacon and World War II veteran Manuel Mendoza,
who was awarded his medal posthumously, 70
years after his actions.
Hernandez has discovered evidence of the post
serving its community in times of need.

Arizona American Legion Post 41 Historian Robert Hernandez
reviews historical artifacts he's collected, including a visit to the
post by Medal of Honor recipient Roy Benavidez, a Vietnam
War veteran. (Photo by Henry Howard)
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For example, in the 1940s, the post devoted space
and resources for “Blue Babies.” These infants were
struck by a potentially fatal blood disorder because
they lacked oxygen. The babies were healthy at
birth. However, upon returning home, they were
fed formula prepared with well water.
The water had been contaminated with nitrates.
After a baby drank formula with nitrate-rich water,
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the body converts the nitrates into nitrites. These
nitrites bind to the hemoglobin, forming methemoglobin, which is unable to carry oxygen.
The post building was adapted to allow for parents
to bring their babies in where they stayed and were
treated by a member who was a doctor and nurses
from the Auxiliary unit.
“They did it until the city created a hospital on this
side of town,” Hernandez said.
His research project began in 2003 when he became post adjutant and wanted to learn as much as
he could about the post. He dove into decades-old
files at the post, a library in Phoenix and at the National Headquarters archives in Indianapolis.
“I started doing the research myself and that’s when
I started to find all this out. I got wrapped around
the axle.”
Hernandez grew up in the area, and went to school
just down the street from the post home, where his
father was a member.
“The history of this post is a part of my history,”
Hernandez reflects. “It’s part of my family’s history. It’s part of my community’s history. It’s all part
of my upbringing.”

American Legion history
Nov. 10-12, 1919: Minneapolis is the site of the first
American Legion National Convention. Temperatures dip to 11 degrees above zero, with light snow,
during the convention parade, and weather is later
blamed for Minneapolis losing its bid to become
permanent home of The American Legion National
Headquarters. Indianapolis is chosen instead, and
Washington, D.C., finishes second in the voting.
Despite cold temperatures and flurries, approximately 15,000 march in the first national convention parade, and the David Wisted Post of Duluth,
Minn., which by this time has amassed a membership of 2,500, is declared The American Legion’s
first official band. Among the veteran delegates attending the first national convention are 140 female
members of the newly formed organization. Also
marching in the first American Legion National
Convention Parade is a Boston bull terrier named
“Sgt. Stubby,” a celebrity dog that was smuggled
overseas to serve alongside his master and best
friend, James Robert Conroy of the Connecticut
National Guard, on the western front. By the time
of its first national convention, membership in The
American Legion exceeds 684,000.
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Nov. 10, 1919: The American Legion Committee on
Auxiliaries meets and listens to a report from approximately 12 women of different organizations
who express interest in forming an official American Legion Auxiliary. A report from the committee
is delivered to the National Convention that “recommends that The American Legion recognizes an
Auxiliary Organization, to be governed by the rules
and regulations prescribed by the National Executive Committee, to be known as the ‘Women’s Auxiliary of the American Legion,’ to which shall be eligible, all mothers, sisters, wives, and daughters of
members of The American Legion, and of all men
and women who died honorable deaths in the military and naval service of the United States between
the declaration and the formal conclusion of the
World War.” In the months that follow, American
Legion Auxiliary units spring into existence across
the map.
Nov. 10, 1919: Following the decision to name Indianapolis the permanent home of the national organization, American Legion National Adjutant
Lemuel Bolles announces that “as soon as practical”
The American Legion Weekly Publishing Corp. will
“also have headquarters at Indianapolis.” The magazine office, however, remains based in New York
until 1976.
Nov. 10, 1919: The American Legion’s Committee
on Military Policy reports that it favors universal
military training but “strongly” opposes compulsory
military service during peacetime. The committee
calls for a “relatively small regular Army and Navy
and a citizen Army and Navy capable of rapid expansion sufficient to meet any national emergency.”
The report begins by stating: “We have had a bitter
experience in the cost of unpreparedness for national defense and the lack of proper training on the
part of officers and men … we realize the necessity
of an immediate revision of our military and naval
system and a thorough house-cleaning of the inefficient officers and methods of our entire military
establishment.”
Nov. 11, 1918: A defeated Germany signs an armistice in a railroad car outside Compiegne, France,
ending the Great War that killed nearly 10 million
military men and women from around the world,
wounded another 21 million and is estimated to
have caused the deaths of an additional 5 million
civilians. Some 4 million Americans have served
during the war, 72 percent of whom were drafted.
At the time of the armistice, fallen U.S. military
personnel are buried in approximately 2,400 temporary cemeteries throughout Europe.
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Nov. 11, 1919: Four American Legion members
marching in an Armistice Day Parade in Centralia,
Wash., are shot to death in the streets. Blamed, arrested, and convicted are members of the International Workers of the World (the “wobblies”), regarded as Bolshevik-aligned radicals. When one of
the suspects is jailed, a mob breaks in, pulls the
suspect out, hauls him away and hangs him from a
bridge until dead. Eleven others associated with
the wobblies serve sentences for their parts in the
shooting. The shooting galvanizes the early American Legion at its first national convention in Minneapolis and hardens its position against the IWW,
Bolshevism and other threats to democracy. Verna
Grimm, widow of one of the Centralia shooting victims, Warren Grimm, in 1923 would accept the position as chief librarian for The American Legion
National Headquarters in Indianapolis, where she
would work until her retirement in 1957.
Nov. 11, 1921: President Warren G. Harding and the
Allied generals, flanked by American Legion members, dedicate the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at
Arlington National Cemetery, the culmination of a
Legion-supported legislative push by U.S. Rep.
Hamilton Fish Jr., a Plattsburgh alum, former captain of “Harlem’s Hellfighters,” the famed all-black
369th Infantry Regiment, and founding member of
The American Legion.
Nov. 11, 1930: Philadelphia celebrates Armistice
Day for the first time with a football game between
an American Legion all-star team and the Quantico
Marines. The Philadelphia Council of The American Legion invites some 12,000 high school students to the game, which the Legion team wins on a
long pass play in the final seconds. Some 40,000
spectators take in the game at Franklin Field, and
proceeds are divided between the Marines to help
fund a school at Quantico and The American Legion
for county welfare work.
Nov. 11, 1993: The Vietnam Women’s Memorial,
designed by Texas sculptor Glenna Goodacre, is
dedicated on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.
The project, spearheaded by American Legion
member Diane Carlson Evans, a Vietnam War U.S.
Army combat nurse, culminates more than a decade of lobbying, fundraising, and overcoming bureaucratic and governmental obstacles. Carlson
Evans, buoyed by an October 1985 American Legion national resolution supporting the memorial,
had participated in the 1982 dedication ceremony
for the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington and
came away feeling that the more than 10,000 women who served during the Vietnam War were not
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adequately represented. In the final hearing after
more than 30 to get the project approved, she testifies to the Department of the Interior: “Our wall
would be much higher and much wider without the
contribution of these brave women.” In 2013, Carlson Evans is selected to serve on The American Legion’s 100th Anniversary Honorary Committee and
on Feb. 27, 2018, is presented the organization’s
prestigious Patriot Award for her military service,
dedication, and persistence to honor America’s military women.
Nov. 11, 2016: American Legion Riders in Freehold
Borough, N.J., see a man alongside the road next to
his motorcycle, which has a dead battery and won’t
restart. They ride up to him and offer to help. The
stranded rider is none other than rock and roll hall
of famer Bruce Springsteen, who as a high school
junior participated in New Jersey’s American Legion Boys State program. “He was just one of the
guys, a basic down-to-earth kind of guy,” said Dan
Barkalow, a Sons of The American Legion member
and Legion Rider attached to Post 54 in Freehold
Borough, where Springsteen grew up. Facebook
photos about the Veterans Day encounter go viral,
reaching millions and getting attention on CNN,
Billboard, the Today Show and the Howard Stern
Show.
Reprinted from: https://www.facebook.com/bob.clark.796
Bob Clark is the Alternate National Executive Committeeman
from the Department of Washington.

'It's more than a drinking club':
American Legions look towards
more modern approaches to up
membership
By Melissa Krull Utica
published November 29, 2021

At the Henry P. Smith Post #24
American Legion in Rome, NY,
David Riley is busy crunching
membership numbers.
“We have what’s called a ‘PUFL,’
which is a ‘Paid it for Life’ member. We have our regular membership, we have
military post-paid, where there are certain ones in
the military where we pay for their dues while
they’re in the military,” said Riley, the post’s adjutant.
His post is one of many struggling to get veterans of
recent wars to join. The same issue is felt down the
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road at Utica Post 229, according to the post’s
commander, William Sequin.
What You Need To Know
• American Legions offer resources, programs,
and camaraderie for our nation’s heroes
• American Legion members want veterans of
more recent wars to join
• There is concern about legions having to close
if more new veterans don’t join
The American Legion’s website says they have almost two million members, but Sequin says it’s dire
to get veterans of newer wars to join Legions.
“If we don’t have members to run the Legion, the
Legion will fold. They’ll lose their chapter, their
charter and then there will be no American Legion,”
Sequin said.
Recruiting newer veterans isn’t easy and has many
Legion members scratching their heads about how
to appeal to them. The Henry P. Smith Post in
Rome is investing in newer technology, and trying
to let veterans know about the resources the Legion
provides.
“They’ll say, ‘Well, what can you do for me?’ and I
always ask, ‘Well, what are you looking for?’ Once I
find out what they’re looking for, I know what avenue to go down. So, if they’re looking for things for
their family, I concentrate on the programs we have
for the family,” Riley said.

may be busy looking for a job or raising a family.
But in chatting with multiple members, it seems
there’s a pattern of veterans joining only after several years go by after their involvement in war.
Sequin says sometimes they just need to know a
member to be interested.
“I think that once they get into the idea that they
know somebody that knows somebody that knows
somebody, they’ll finally say, ‘Well, let’s give it a
try,”' said Sequin.
Whether it’s through the programs, the community
events or the times spent gathering at the post, Riley and Sequin say the best thing the Legion offers
is the camaraderie.
According to the American Legion’s website, each
post determines its dues, but it’s typically around
$40 annually. For more information about joining
the American Legion, visit www.legion.org.
Reprinted from
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/centralny/news/2021/11/21/american-legions-struggle-tofind-new-members?fbclid=IwAR0bwGBz_eGZmQHrbMRpZS_YT7aDSli3sNLziGf5VU6AdPkkgEkxV5nSw

“It’s more than just a drinking club,” Sequin said.
“It’s camaraderie amongst the American soldier
[and] veteran.”

It’s unclear why veterans from recent wars aren’t
joining the American Legion. Members say they
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for tickets, please contact
Dave Dilts, Second Vice-Commander
Detachment of Ohio
SAL2ndvice@ohiolegion.com
davidleedilts@hotmail.com
(740) 319-1255
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Holidays, memories, family…
and legacies
Matthew Verkuilen,
Program Administrator and Membership Director
Detachment of Minnesota
Contributor to Round-Up

One of the most vivid
memories of my childhood was the decorating
of the Christmas tree
and the living room. It
was more than just the
never-ending hauling of
boxes and testing of
lights, rather it was the
care that was taken for
those “certain ornaments,” those irreplaceable ones
that held a very deep history.
It wasn’t until I was older and got to unwrap and
hold one of those ornaments for the first time, that
I understood the history that the ornaments
had. The legacy that had been carried through several generations. A legacy that would be entrusted
to me one day when I was older.
See, this particular ornament was extremely fragile
and meant the world to my father because it was
given to him from his Great Uncle. It had a place of
reverence, as if by placing it, it kept the memory of
that person alive within our holiday and within our
lives.
It wasn’t until a couple of years ago when my father
passed away, that I truly understood the legacy that
my father had entrusted to me. The legacy was
rooted in family, rooted in helping others, rooted in
helping veterans and their families, rooting in making a difference… however small that difference
may seem.
What is your legacy? The SAL is growing, and it is
built on many generations that have come before us
and many that will come after us.
Thank you for all of your work in helping keep us
#SALSTRONG by honoring our past by strengthening our future.
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Actions of The American Legion
National Commander’s
Ad Hoc Committee
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