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 Round-Up 
The Newsletter of Sons of The American Legion Central Region 

 

 

Volume 3 – Issue 100 – September 26, 2021 
Commemorative 100th Edition 

 
 

JOIN DONATE 

 

Now that we’ve reached our 100th edition of 

Round-Up, we can look back and be proud of our ac-
complishments and look forward to challenging our-
selves to make this publication better. 
 
I am looking forward to expanding our distribution 
to all Regions and hope to have input from all of our 
Detachments.  Don’t think that any article, picture, 
or announcement is too small to be published. 
 
Thank you to Scott Thornton and Joseph Navarrete 
for providing updates to information that appeared 
last week.  There were a couple errors that have been 
corrected, and we now have a more accurate publi-
cation.  Thanks again! 
 
I have no problem putting in the work to make 
Round-Up better, but I cannot do it alone.  I will 
need help from everyone if we are to be successful.  
Who’s next? 
 

Sons of The American Legion continues its work.  

We don’t take a day off.  Our work continues.  We 
continue to recruit not only for the Sons but for the 
entire American Legion Family.  We continue our 
fundraising.  We continue our community service.  

We continue, without hesitation, serving our Veter-
ans, our communities, our states, and our Nation.  
What work will you be doing this week?  Please let us 
know how it went so we can tell your story.  Who’s 
next? 
 

The next National Target Date is October 14, which 

is less than three weeks away.  We all know the prob-
lems the national organization is having with the 
membership database, but we cannot continue to 
use it as an excuse.  Each Squadron transmits mem-
bership, whether online or to its Detachment Head-
quarters.  Everyone should know who is paid and 
who is not within his own Squadron.  Until the sys-
tem gets all the bugs worked out, we need to main-
tain our records locally, and we will worry about re-
ports, standings, etc. later on this year. 
 
We need to approach the situation patiently and pro-
fessionally, and we must be understanding that it is 
out of our control. 
 
National Membership Chairman Skelley always 
quotes his late father, William Skelley, Sr., who used 
to say; “Complaining is like sitting in a rocking 
chair.  It gives you something to do but it gets you 
nowhere.”  Makes a lot of sense. 
 
Let’s all step it up a notch and see how far above the 
October target date we can get.  Every Detachment 
should have a minimum of 25%.  How many can be 
at 35%, or 45%, or higher?  I know that the leaders 
in our Detachments want to be in first place nation-
ally.  Let’s help them and get the job started.  Com-
plete your Buddy Checks and ask members to pay 
their dues now, and to continue to pay their dues at 
this time each year.  It is amazing what we can ac-
complish if we simply ask questions.  We will see 
great results! 
 

https://www.legion.org/sons/join?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter
https://www.members.legion.org/tal/donatenow?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=052019_SAL&utm_id=39621855#enewsletter


2 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position        #SALSTRONG | Round-Up 

And while we’re at it, ask if there’s anything that our 
members need from us, and what we can do to make 
their membership a more worthwhile experience. 
 
As always, if there is anything you need, please send 
me an email and I will do whatever I can to help. 
 
We are Sons of The American Legion.  
 
We are #SALSTRONG!!! 
 
Proud Possessor of a Priceless Heritage, 
 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr. 
National Vice-Commander Central Region 
Sons of The American Legion 
jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com 
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

National Target Date 

October 14, 2021 
25% 

 

 
 
 

 

SAME DAY AND TIME 
NEW NUMBER  

 

Central Region 
Conference Call 
Third Thursday of each month 

7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 
PREFERRED LOG ON METHOD 

video option available 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
www.flyingflagsforheros.com 

 
Fox Squad Chief of Staff Bob Brown stated that he 
will allow the Detachment with the most flags placed 
per capita in the Flying Flags For Heroes shave his 
head. 

 

mailto:jeffvrabelsr@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/vies/teamvrabel/home
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
http://www.flyingflagsforheros.com/
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2021 Membership Report 
 

08/30/21

Region Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Southern 42,775     41,528       1,247         97.08% 4                     

2 Central 132,706   122,672     10,034       92.44% 16                  

3 Midwest 30,377     27,905       2,472         91.86% 36                  

4 Eastern 146,287   133,278     13,009       91.11% 52                  

5 Western 26,405     23,905       2,500         90.53% 5                     

TOTALS 378,550  349,288    29,262      92.27% 113               

N/A

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent Increase

1 Iowa *  ̂~ ? ! # % $ Q 4,376       4,450          (74)              101.69% -                 

2 Wisconsin *  ̂~ ? ! # % $ Q 3,745       3,803          (58)              101.55% -                 

3 Ohio ~ ? ! # % 31,134     29,240       1,894         93.92% 4                     

4 Il l inois *  ̂~ ? ! 14,547     13,427       1,120         92.30% 10                  

5 Minnesota   ̂~ ? ! 11,749     10,839       910             92.25% -                 

6 Michigan 24,084     22,102       1,982         91.77% 1                     

7 Indiana *  ̂~ ? 39,365     35,631       3,734         90.51% -                 

8 Missouri 3,706       3,180          526             85.81% 1                     

TOTALS 132,706  122,672    10,034      92.44% 16                  

Q = Quota

* Met 09/10/20 goal of 10% # Met 02/10/21 goal of 75%

 ̂Met10/15/20  goal of 25% % Met 03/10/21 goal of 80%

~ Met 11/12/20 goal of 35% $ Met 05/12/21 goal of 90%

? Met 12/09/20 goal of 45% Q  Met 06/09/21 goal of 100%

! Met 01/21/21 goal of 60% ) Met 07/28/21 goal of 105%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Iowa 4,376       4,450          (74)              101.69% 3.63%

Wisconsin 3,745       3,803          (58)              101.55% 3.10%

Missouri 3,706       3,180          526             85.81% 2.59%

TOTALS 11,827    11,433       394            9.32%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Il l inois 14,547     13,427       1,120         92.30% 10.95%

Minnesota 11,749     10,839       910             92.25% 8.84%

TOTALS 26,296    24,266       2,030         19.78%

Detachment Goal Actual

 Needed

for Quota Percent

Percent

of Region

Ohio 31,134     29,240       1,894         93.92% 23.84%

Michigan 24,084     22,102       1,982         91.77% 18.02%

Indiana 39,365     35,631       3,734         90.51% 29.05%

TOTALS 94,583    86,973       7,610         70.90%

2020 - 2021 MEMBERSHIP

Membership ahead/behind prior year date

Red Division

White Division

Blue Division

 
 

SAL membership reports are available here 
 

 
  

https://www.legion.org/sons/membershipranking
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Eastern Region 

Richard “Dickey” Huntley, 
National Vice-Commander 
Fourth Tuesday of each month 

7:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (605) 313-4388 

Access Code 346542 

Central Region 
Jeff Vrabel, Sr., 

National Vice-Commander 
Third Thursday of each month 

7:30 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (425) 436-6280 

Access Code 464549* 
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr 

Midwest Region 
Juan Torres, 

National Vice-Commander 
First Tuesday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Mountain Time/10:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 313-5379 

Access Code 830520 

Southern Region 
Jason Roberts, 

National Vice-Commander 
Second Tuesday of Each Month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (515) 604-9837 

Access Code 461579 

Western Region 
Jim Stewart, 

National Vice-Commander 
Fourth Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Pacific Time/9:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (681) 999-0176 

Access Code 798037# 

 
 

ATTENTION WEST REGION SONS! 
 
Here is the flyer for the next Western Rendezvous 
in Las Vegas.  Make sure you get your reservations 
made before it’s too late.  I have planned a day full 
of fun leadership training. 
 
Here is another Membership Incentive for the West-
ern Region…For the first three (3) Detachments 
that reach the 100% of their Detachment’s 2022 goal 
by December 31, 2021, I will also personally donate 
an additional $100.00 to the Child Welfare 
Foundation (CWF) in those Detachment’s name.  
  
To make it even better, for the very first Detach-
ment in the Western Region to reach 100% of their 
2022 Membership goal before December 31 2021, I 
will personally donate another $100.00 to the 
Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) in the Detach-
ment’s name. 
  
There you go…The challenge is on! 
 
Always in Service, 
 
Jim Stewart 
National Vice-Commander Western Region 
Sons of The American Legion 
controller@bordertowncasinorv.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/jeffvrabelsr
mailto:controller@bordertowncasinorv.com
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The National Call Schedule will be updated as infor-
mation becomes available. 

 
Americanism Commission 

Charles E. Treat, II (AZ), Chairman 

 

Child Welfare Foundation 
Committee 

Mark Nave (PA), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of each month 

8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call in # (605) 472-5332 

Access Code: 808417 
Online Meeting ID: 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo 

 
Gentlemen, 
 
Since National Convention, a Child Welfare Founda-
tion report has not been released.  This is due to the 
current issues with updated membership numbers.  
I have been in contact with National, and currently 
is seeking a work around in order for a report to be 
issued.  I hope to get you a report as soon as possible. 
 
In the meantime, please continue to do the great 
work that you do in donating to CWF!  As Squadrons 
reach a dollar per member, please fill out the 100% 
Banner form, and submit to National so you can be 
recognized for your works!  A copy of the form is in-
cluded in this edition. 
 
As of the last report, we were approximately 
$150,000 from reaching the $9 million dollar mark!  
At least $40,000 has been achieved based on dona-
tions received at the National Convention.  We will 
be fine when we reach 9! 
 
A lot of work has been done by this committee as we 
have reviewed 68 grant proposals and have made 
our recommendations to the foundation.  The 
awards will be decided at an award selection meeting 
at the National Executive Committee meetings next 
month. 
 
Continue doing the great work! 

 
 

 

Children & Youth Committee 
James A. Noble (NJ), Chairman 

 

Legislative Commission 
Thomas G. Deal (MD), Chairman 

 

Membership Committee 
Thom Skelley (TX), Chairman 

Third Tuesday of Each Month 
8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (605) 472-5756 

Access Code 7717294 
 
During the National Membership Committee’s 
monthly conference call on Tuesday, September 21, 
2021, Chairman Thom Skelly updated everyone with 
the following information: 
 

• The September national target date was moved 

to September 22, 2021 

• Detachment goals were scheduled to be sent out 

on September 22, 2021 

o Take last year’s membership total and 

add 3% to reach this year’s goal 

• Reminded everyone that November is National 

Renewal Month, and that we should all honor 

the veteran through whom we are eligible by pay-

ing our dues, if they have not been paid already. 

• “Just Ask” program to talk to members who are 
not paid and ask them to pay in November.  We 

need to change the mindset and get our members 

to pay during renewal month. 

• Asked members to continue with Buddy Checks, 

as this will help with membership renewals. 

• All Charters that have been previously applied 

for should be processed in the next three weeks 

and send out to the new Squadrons. 

• The National Membership Committee is creating 
a Commander of the Year Award for a member 

who holds the position of Squadron Commander 

ONLY. 

o There will be one (1) nomination per De-

tachment due prior to the Spring Na-

tional Executive Committee. 

o Judging will be done by the National 

Membership Committee. 

o Squadron must be 100% membership by 

The American Legion Birthday on March 

15. 

• Chairman Skelley stated that if we reach 100% 
nationally in membership by the close of the 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/coolcameo
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2022 National Convention in Milwaukee, he will 

have his head shaved on stage. 

• National Commander Michael Fox stated that if 
we reach 105% in membership on the last mem-

bership report leading into the 2022 National 

Convention in Milwaukee, he will also have his 

head shaved on stage. 

• Individual Recruitment Award applications are 
available on the national website. 

o Make sure the new number assigned by 

national headquarters is included on the 

form. 

• Blue Brigade Award applications are available on 

the national website. 

o Make sure the new number assigned by 
national headquarters is included on the 
form 

 

Public and Media 
Communications Commission 

Matthew F. Parsons (CA), Chairman 

 

Veterans Affairs  
& Rehabilitation Commission 

Seth A. Rippe (NE), Chairman 

 

Veterans Employment 
& Education Commission 

Joseph R. Navarrete (NM), Chairman 
Third Wednesday of Each Month 

6:00 p.m. Mountain Time/8:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
Call In # (727) 731-3931 
Access Code 5662904 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/natsalvee 

 
SAL National Commander Fox: 

‘We need to be 
a united brotherhood’ 

The American Legion 
AUG 31, 2021 

 
The next national com-
mander of the Sons of The 
American Legion empha-
sized teamwork as key to 
the program’s 2021-22 in 
his speech to the SAL Na-
tional Convention on Aug. 
29. 
 

Michael Fox of the Detachment of California was 
elected national commander at the 49th SAL Na-
tional Convention in Phoenix. 
 
“Now more than ever, we need to be a united broth-
erhood to be champions within our communities,” 
Fox said. 
 
Fox’s motto for his term as commander is “leader-
ship through action, not through position,” a re-
minder that every SAL member can make a differ-
ence. 
 
That is reflected in his project as national com-
mander, Flying Flags for Heroes.  The goal is to place 
1 million flags to honor veterans in local cemeteries.  
Fox praised Preston Sharp, a teen SAL member from 
Redding, Calif., for helping create the project and 
serving as Flying Flags for Heroes’ spokesman. 
 
Fox has been a member of Haggin Grant Squadron 
521 in Rio Linda, Calif., since the day he was born.  
He held his first elected position at Squadron 521 as 
sergeant-at-arms at the age of six. 
 

 
SAL National Commander Michael Fox, left, is sworn in by PNC Jake 
Comer at the SAL National Convention in Phoenix, Ariz., on Aug. 29, 
2021.  Photo by Matt Parsons 

 
Fox has also served as the Detachment of California 
sergeant-at-arms.  And in 2014, he served as the De-
tachment of California commander; his father, Ned 
Fox, held the same position in 1976, making them 
the first father-son duo to hold the position. 
 
Fox has four daughters — Hailey, 21; twins Kaci and 
Kali, 16; and Skye, 12 — and is engaged to Crystal 
Reagan, who has three children of her own. 
 
Elected National Vice-Commanders under Fox are 
Richard L. “Dickie” Huntley of the Detachment of 
Maine, Eastern Region; Jason S. Roberts of the De-
tachment of Georgia, Southern Region; Jeff Vrabel, 
Sr. of the Detachment of Ohio, Central Region; Juan 
R. Torres of the Detachment of Texas, Midwest 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/natsalvee
https://www.flyingflagsforheroes.com/
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Region; and Leslie J. “Jim” Stewart of the Detach-
ment of Nevada, Western Region. 
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Missing ION update 
 

Thanks to the 
Detachment of Iowa 
Commander Mike 
Monserud, we now know 
about the missing ION. 
 
Chris Casey, Detachment 
Commander in Nebraska 
originally had the patch.  
It has been returned to 
Emblem Sales. 

 
Case solved. 
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APPOINTMENTS BEING ACCEPTED 
 

 
 

The following appointments have been made to 
shave heads at the SAL Barber Shop Milwaukee: 
 

• National Commander Michael Fox if we 
reach 105% in membership on the last national 
membership report prior to the 2022 National 
Convention in Milwaukee, he will have his head 
shaved on stage. 

• National Membership Committee Chair-
man Thom Skelley if we reach 100% in mem-
bership nationally by the close of the 2022 Na-
tional Convention in Milwaukee, he will have his 
head shaved on stage. 

• Fox Squad Chief of Staff Bob Brown will al-
low the Detachment with the most flags placed 
per capita in the Flying Flags For Heroes pro-
gram to shave his head. 

 
Additional slots are still available, and we hope to 
make a few more appointments prior to the 2022 
National Convention. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Commander Dillard’s 
membership engagement 

 initiative 
The American Legion 

SEP 22, 2021 

 
Membership engagement is a priority 
for American Legion National Com-
mander Paul E. Dillard.  
 
Whether it’s current, expired, or po-
tential members, it’s important to en-
gage with these individuals and show 
them the value of membership in The 
American Legion. 
 

Dillard has announced a new membership engage-
ment initiative with members who last paid in 2020 
and did not renew their membership in 2021. 
 
Legionnaires are encouraged to reach out to 2020 
members and offer them the ability to continue their 
continuous years of membership – despite not re-
newing in 2021 – if they renew for the 2022 mem-
bership year.  For example, if an expired 2020 mem-
ber had five continuous years prior to letting their 
membership lapse, and they were to pay for the 2022 
membership year, their continuous years would be 
six years. 
 
If the veteran would like to pay for 2021 as well so 
it’s on their membership record, they can.  If they 
only want to pay for 2022, then the adjustment on 
the continuous years has to be made at the post by 
filling out a Member Data Form (MDF) to correct the 
years and processed at National Headquarters, or 
the department can correct it within the members 
record in Personify. 
 
When transmitting dues, if the veteran is only paying 
for the 2022 membership year than select 2022 – do 
not select 2021 or payment will come out for that 
portion of the per capita and it will be deducted as 
part of the eCheck payment processing.  
 
If the member wants both 2021 and 2022 member-
ship years to be added to their continuous years, 
then accept payment from them for 2021 and 2022, 
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then the department will process those two years 
through Personify. 

 
OCW changes lives at major 

regatta in Cleveland 
By Henry Howard 

SEP 21, 2021 

 
Carolyn Chunyo started rowing four years ago even 
though she wasn’t interested in the sport. 
 
“I had transitioned.  I wasn’t feeling it.  I was strug-
gling,” said Chunyo, who returned home to Cleve-
land after serving in the Army Reserves.  “How do I 
fit?  I grew up here, but I couldn’t adjust.  I realized 
that I see the world through a veteran’s eyes.  It’s dif-
ferent than for my friends who lived here their whole 
lives.  I felt isolated.” 
 
Thanks to encouragement from her sister, Chunyo 
participated in activities outside her home, including 
a learn-to-row program.  Still, she was worried about 
injuries and surgeries that have compromised her 
balance and hearing. 
 
“You’re going to put me in a tippy boat?” Chunyo 
wondered at the time.  “But I got in the boat, and I 
loved it.  Transition and fitting into a civilian word 
can be tough.  Rowing is why I get out of bed.  I have 
a team depending on me.  It’s back to how I felt in 
the military.  Rowing is the reason I am still walking 
the face of the earth.” 
 
Now, Chunyo is the captain of the Cleveland Free-
dom Rows rowing team.  On Sept. 18, The American 
Legion Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) pro-
gram unveiled the team’s new boat at one of the larg-
est regattas in the country, the Head of the Cuyahoga 
Regatta in Cleveland.  The Cleveland Rowing Foun-
dation hosts the regatta every year.  The foundation 
has been working with the Western Reserve Rowing 
Association to grow its veteran league rowing pro-
gram. 
 
The $32,000 OCW sponsorship covers the eight-
person shell, which is 62 feet long and weighs 400 
pounds, the oars and rack.  It also includes a trophy 
that will be presented each year indefinitely to the 
winning team in the eight-person veterans race. 
 
In a riverside ceremony, American Legion National 
Commander Paul E. Dillard christened the U.S.-
made boat, which will be used only by teams of vet-
erans. 
“Operation Comfort Warriors lets us bring The 
American Legion to the individual veterans and 

fulfill their needs,” Dillard said.  “At the same time, 
Operation Comfort Warriors lets us do the things we 
want to do to support veterans in need.” 
 
The daylong event, now in its 25th year, featured two 
veterans races among the approximately 60 that 
were held in the Cuyahoga River.  One crew was 
made up entirely of blind athletes.  Overall, there 
were 400 entries, thousands of athletes, and thou-
sands more fans cheering them on. 
 
“For veterans with disabilities, they might not be 
able to get out,” Dillard said.  “That’s what this is 
about.  We’re getting them back into society.  I’m 
from Texas and I’m used to rodeos, not rowing.  But 
this is fabulous.  It’s a big step for and commitment 
from The American Legion.” 
 
Chunyo appreciates the Legion’s support.  
“Applying for the grant and learning about it have 
made my husband and I more aware of The Ameri-
can Legion,” said Chunyo, who along with her hus-
band, Geoffrey, became members over the weekend.  
“These are people I belong with.  That was some-
thing new for me.  This is a good feeling.” 
 
While a recent surgery sidelined Carolyn from row-
ing, her team gave The American Legion boat a suc-
cessful debut, winning by less than two seconds.  The 
long-lasting impact of the victory will not just be the 
team name etched on the trophy.   
 
“The Legion’s support means that as an entity, Free-
dom Rows will have the ability to bring more people 
in quicker, we will have more people in the water be-
ing seen,” Chunyo said.  “As vets, it means we have 
more people supporting us in what we are doing.  It 
makes a big difference.  
 
That’s what drove Past National Commander James 
Koutz to establish OCW as his fundraising program 
during his year in office.  Originally established as a 
$500,00 goal, more than $1.1 million was donated 
for OCW under Koutz.  
 
“Operation Comfort Warriors is a great program of 
The American Legion,” he said.  “It’s amazing what 
they do here with all these boats.  Operation Comfort 
Warriors is proud to be a part of it.  It’s great talking 
with these guys and gals who are supportive of The 
American Legion, especially Operation Comfort 
Warriors.  They are talking about starting an Ameri-
can Legion rowing post.  That would be great and 
help make OCW even better.” 
Throughout its history, OCW has provided a variety 
of items to help wounded warriors in their recovery.  

https://www.legion.org/contact/media?n=Henry%20Howard&p=hhoward&s=legion.org&subject=OCW%20changes%20lives%20at%20major%20regatta%20in%20Cleveland&url=https://www.legion.org/operationcomfortwarriors/253715/ocw-changes-lives-major-regatta-cleveland
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Items have ranged from loose-fitting sweatsuits for 
burn victims to electronic devices to assist those with 
tinnitus to fitness equipment for others rehabbing 
injuries. 
 
A full 100 percent of donations goes to cover items 
that OCW provides to veterans and servicemembers 
to help their recoveries.  To learn more or to make a 
donation, please visit this link. 
 
“The reason we get to do things like this boat spon-
sorship is because of the donations that come in 
from across the country,” Koutz said. 
 
Dillard noted that OCW grant recipients have in-
cluded veterans who are dealing post-traumatic 
stress disorder and traumatic injuries in addition to 
physical injuries. 
 
“There’s no better way to donate money than to do-
nate to individuals who have raised their hands and 
pledged to give everything, including their lives, in 
defense of our country,” he said.  “There’s no better 
way to give back to a true American, a true hero, es-
pecially those who have had a difficult time going 
through things.” 
 
American Legion Department of Ohio Commander 
Jean Wilson made her first trip to the regatta. 
 
“It’s a great honor and privilege to be here, “said, 
Wilson, a member of Post 199 in Harrison.  “It’s a 
wonderful way for us to get our name out there and 
for people to understand what our mission is.  We’re 
putting veterans first and providing what they need 
and what they want to have.  It’s a great opportunity 
for us to pay back our most precious jewel in the uni-
verse, our veterans.” 
 
The department had a booth in a high visibility area 
where members interacted throughout the day with 
veterans and non-veterans.  Among them was a fa-
ther of a former American Legion Buckeye Boys 
State participant who stopped by to share his son’s 
experience, Wilson noted. 
 
“People have been very impressed that The Ameri-
can Legion is here and that we sponsored a boat,” 
she said.  “And they are also impressed with the 
range of things that The American Legion does, for 
our veterans and for our children and youth.” 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Comfort Warriors.   
This program provides com-
fort items for wounded, in-
jured or ill military personnel.  
All donations to this fund go 
directly towards the purchase 
of these comfort items. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

DONATE 

https://www.legion.org/operationcomfortwarriors
https://mylegion.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Donate
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DID YOU KNOW? 
On September 21, 1937, The American Legion 
National Convention Parade in New York City 
drew national media coverage and lasted nearly 18 
hours.  250,000 marchers and spectators lined up 
for the event. 
 
Information courtesy American Legion Training Newsletter, September/Oc-
tober 2021, Volume 5, Edition 5 
 
ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER.  American Legion Training Newsletter is a 
bi-monthly and Legionnaire-driven newsletter, produced by the Internal 
Affairs & Membership Division, is designed to address best practices, ideas, 
and training that every Legionnaire needs to know to engage our member-
ship through effective training now and into the future. 
 
Highlighting new training ideas and resources becoming available, it will 
also feature essays from successful leaders and training ideas of posts, dis-
tricts, departments, and individuals throughout The American Legion.  Are 
you a trainer?  A writer?  We need your submissions! 
 
Send your training ideas and articles to LegionTraining@legion.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:LegionTraining@legion.org?subject=Submissions


13 |                                        Leadership through action, not through position        #SALSTRONG | Round-Up 

National Membership League 
season Underway 

 
The 2022 Membership season 
is well underway, and National 
Membership Chairman and Na-
tional Membership League 
Commissioner Thom Skelley 
has released the schedule.  
There will be six games, with 
each team vying for enough 
points to win the season.  Each 

of the five regions will compete against each other, 
as well as the national average, in their quest to win 
the coveted National Membership Championship 
and the Chairman’s Cup. 
 
The regions for the Sons of The American Legion 
have been assigned a number based on member-
ship size as follows: 

1) EAST 
2) CENTRAL 
3) SOUTH 
4) MIDWEST  
5) WEST 
6) NATIONAL Avg. 

 
Here’s how it works: 

1) Each region will match-up against a differ-
ent region for two consecutive target dates, 
culminating with the final delegate strength 
target date of 105%. 

2) The winner will be the region with the high-
est percentage of membership to goal for 
that particular target date.  Since we have 
five regions, the national total will be 
“team” 6. 

3) In the event that both regions exceeded 
their goal, the winner will be the region 
with the highest overall percentage. 

4) The percentages will be taken from the of-
ficial national membership report run clos-
est to, and prior to, the target date. 

5) 10 points will be awarded to the winning re-
gion in each matchup, with a possible 5 bo-
nus points awarded to any region that 
meets or exceeds its target date percent-
age.  

6) All five regions will compete against each 
other for the 105% delegate strength goal 
07/28/2022 

 

2022 National Membership League Schedule 
 

October 14, 2021 – 25% 
East Beasts vs. Central Capitals 
South Force vs. National Gold 

Midwest Monsters vs. West Commanders 
 

December 8, 2021 – 45% 
South Force vs. Midwest Monsters 

East Beasts vs. National Gold 
Central Capitals vs. West Commanders 

 
February 9, 2022 – 75% 

Midwest Monsters vs. National Gold 
Central Capitals vs. South Force 

East Beasts vs. West Commanders 
 

April 13, 2022 – 90% 
East Beasts vs. Midwest Monsters 
West Commanders vs. South Force 
Central Capitals vs. National Gold 

 
May 11, 2022 – 100% 

West Commanders vs. National Gold 
East Beasts vs. South Force 

Central Capitals vs. Midwest Monsters 
 
About the teams 
 
East Beasts.  The East largest Region in the organ-
ization, often referred to as the “Beasts in the 
East.” 
 
Central Capitals.  National Headquarters is in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, which is the capital of The Amer-
ican Legion. 
 
South Force.  For the past two years the South Re-
gion has shown their power as the leader in mem-
bership and a force to be reckoned with. 
 
National Gold.  This team is named after the color 
of the caps of our National Officers. 
 
Midwest Monsters.  Ready to attack membership 
and SAL programs, also known as “the Monsters 
of the Midwest,”  
 
West Commanders.  The home of 2022 National 
Commander Michael Fox is in California, the West 
will command attention this year. 
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